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HEROES: sculptor beat George Palmer, Oscar Wilde, Edith Morle
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PRIDE OF PLACE - The Falconer in Gentral Park. New York and the unmis

By George
Simonds is
the greatest

i BY LINDA FORT
| CHIEF REPORTER

A SCULPTOR bhoasting works
| in New York's Central Park and
| Reading’s Forbury Gardens has
been voted thiz town's greatest
SVer persorn.

Georee Blacksll Simonds finished
iﬁr-‘.1 in n poll among Reading’s
greats after a poll on the Reading
libraries website and a debate at
the central library

The sculptor and member of the
lown's great brewing family beat
biscuit baron  George  Palmer,
playwright Osear Wilde, sulfrapette
Edith Morley and King Heney Tinto

eecond, “third, fourth and fifth
places respoctively
The maosterpiece which made

George Simonds famous wus The
Faleoner which stands in Central
Park in the Big Apple

The sculpture depicts o bov in
doublet and
releasing o huge peregrine faleon

The artist was o' keen Raleoner
himself becoming  the fonding
president of the British Faleoners'
Society in 1927 and posing with a
faleon for his officinl portrait when
he became chairman of the family
browery

Mr Simonds, who was born in
1847, was prandson of the gprest
Reading brewing and banking
magnate William Blackall Simonds

He studied seulpture in Dresden
and Brussels before working for 12
years in Home where he leamed
casting techniques.
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He worked as o sculptor until

1805 whon he beeame a directar of

the brewery following the death af
his brother. Gearge died in 19249

He is best known in Reading for
his two works The Maiwand Lion in

Forbury Gardens and the statue of

Queert Victorin outside the Town
Hall

The lion, which s made of cast
ron, was commissioned by the
Berkshire Memorinl Fund and the
Berkshire Regiment in memory of
the 6G6th regiment, which
almost wiped out in the Battle of
Muaiwand in the Afghan War of
1880

Gueen Victorin was sculpted in
marble to mark her Golden Jubilee

He also founded the Art Workers
Guild in 1884, inspired by Williom
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takable Mamwand Lion in Reading are the mast famous works by George Blackall Simonds, below
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Despite the reverence with which
he 18 viewed by Reading's librory
users, Simonds's work has  not
always been trounted with respect
His statue is Contral Park, now
restored, wus attacked by g
hacksaw-wielding vandal and the
Maiwand Lion suffered  the
indigmity of having its  testicles
puinted silver by local wogs
Raymond Simonds, son of Duncan
Simonds who was the last member
of the family o be managing
director of the brewery lnter tnken
over by Courage, said: *I' am
absolute delighted that my ancestor
has been voted number ope in the
Great People of Reading Diebats
“He was a remarkable man.”
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