Duncan Simonds

ONE of the glants of Fead ing's badrock
industries of beer, biscults and bulhs
tthsd this weok ot the ape of 85.

Dunean Simands was involved with
Courage Burelay & Simonds Brewery
in Bridge Strvert for more than 40 years
aftor distinguished Second Workd War
srviee In the Roval Horse Artillery

He was wounded twice and men:
thoned in dispatches three times, and
after being captured at Tobruk he
mscaped from o prisondr of war camp
and then returned to HEG Simonwds as
Joint managing director

While in charge of the world
renownsd brewery — where The Orscle
shopping centre now stands - he over
sw 0 sucoessiol expansion of the com-
pany's Rosding Pale Ale and Tavern
bowrs into pubs around the country

The whole fomily was bmmersad in
thiy town = Jumes Simonds was. pres)
dont of Ronding Football Club whin it
turned professional In 1885, while
Stephen wis one of s first fulltime
plmyers

Mr Slmonds’ cousin David sald:
“Whim he came back from the war he
was full of jdeas of management 1ech
nigues to ke the business forward,
and improve cilities for pub licensess

Following a merger with Cournge
and Barclay Lid he was still deter-
mined we would be in the front mnk of
new developments in both dranght
beer, bottles] beer, and canned bt
when that camme about.

"He wns particulady interssted In
Soling class sailing, and his sons Colin
and Gavin were actually selected for the
1660 Moscow Olvmpics, but unfortu
nately the team declded 1o boyoott the
pames.” He sdded; “He loater becami
presldent of Resding Clyle Sochety, and
wis vory active In belping therm in thel
offort wtl:lrmlm! tha Futher Willls orgain

B The ilate Duncan Simonds at his TOth birthday celebration

in the Town Hall, and they were all vory
pleased when that was Anoally com-
pibishind.

Reading Civic Soclety chalrman
Richard Beanestt sabl: “The whiole fem-
Ity wers deeply concerned with Fead:
ing. with the threoe s connection and
the: football club, and that's why he wus
s0 keen to be our president - to help
-lmpr the Tuture of the town

“We will mizss his guiding influence.
It will be difficult to ind a suocessor
who will be Involved in the way he
was "

Mr Simonds is survived by his
widow Monica, sons Raymond, Colin
and Govin and nine grandchildhen.

Thie fanorl s todoy (Thiarsday) at St
James the Less, Pangbourne, ai
11-300m




