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MALTA. 
THE" ALE" FOR THE HALE AND HEARTY. 

ow days are long'r, and the sun 
His scorching duti has begun, 
Ther 's comfort for the thirsty one, 

In imonds' Al . 

Refreshing, cool and mellowed fine, 
Enjoyed by a ll. in any clime, . 
The brand that' stood the wear of tlme, 

Is imonds' Al . 

oldiers, Airm n and Jack Tars, 
You know th merry ouls th y ar 

all daily at the Local Bars, 
"['or imonds' Ai . 

Who should be bett r judge than they, 
Of genuine drink, for which th y pay, " 
W ask," What make them bright and gay? 

Why Simonds' Ale. 

The call for drink now in the air, 
Pricel thirsts are nothing rare, 
For soothing liquor, none compare, 

With imond ' Ale. 

The gentlemen of England . till, 
Of this rich nectar take theIr fill, 

o let 's confirm the words, " I will 
Have Simonds' Ale." 

H . . C. 

MALTA- TH E ISLAND F SUNS HI E AND HI STO RY- (Contt'n1led). 

MALTA T il E SIIIELD or C HRI STEN DOM. 

The seige of Malta in I56.5 by the hordes of the 
Turk under their pira t hlCfs, and It herol by the 
inhabitant officered by the Knights Of. the Order, IS o.ne of the 
brightest page in the records of hnstendom. 0 .slgnal was 
the victory of the rass ov r the Crescent and 0 much lm"p?rtance 
wa attached to it throughout that ven qu n ELIzabeth 
ordered pecial prayers of int. r e sion for th besIeged, 
thanksgiving prayers for the vIctory 111. Malta. . . . .I he yeal 
following the siege witne sed the layll1g of the foundatLOn t.one 
of that city, VaUetta- built to be an impregnable bulwark 
the Turks- which Sir Waiter ott compared to a dream, Dlsraeh 
styled a City of Palaces,. and apo,l,eon Nelson both. caUed 
" The greatest stronghold 111 Europe. . . . 1· 01' two c ntunes and 
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a half it was the home of chivalry. The eye: of the sover igns 
of Europe were riveted on it not only because their scions belonged 
to the Ord r, but als because it was the centre of a pageant without 
parall J in any other part of the world. Every stone in Valletta 
has it enthralling history, and its arch ive. t stify to the relations 
of His erene Highness the Grand Master in little Malta with the 
Emperor and Kings of th e great States of Europe. 

MALTA SEIZED BY NAPOLEON. 

On th way to Egypt in June, 1798, Napoleon captured the 
island and drov out the Order. Leaving a garrison of 8,000 men, 
he hurried East, but his high-handed proceedings had a lready 
op ned the eyes of the Malte to the real meaning of the liberty 
he had promised them . ... His methods were followed by General 
Vaubois, the Command r-in- hief he left behind, and, when Nelson 
was returning victoriously from the Battle of the Nil, th e Maltese 
had already risen against their French oppressors. Th ey ask d 
the Briti h Admiral for help. H could not refu e it to th e brave 
men who, without arms and without the resources of war, had 
broken asunder th ir chains and were making themselves 
conspi cuous in the eyes of Europe .... England who, since th 
times of Queen Anne, had looked upon Malta as an ideal head­
quarters for her M diterranean Squadron, thus threw in her lot 
definitely with the Maltese and , when the French w re eventually 
forced to surrender, th island was placed under the protection 
of the Briti h rown . For Ma lta, England d fl ed Napoleon, who 
wou ld rather have s en his nemi s in possession of Montmartre 
than of Malta: a fter sacrifi ing every onsideration to peac , sh 
did n t hc. itate to ta ke LIp Napoleon 's challenge" Malta or War," 
and th Tr a ty of Paris ratifying the ces ion already made by th 
.. Love of th e Maltes " laid down that" the i land of Malta and 
it dependen ies hall belong in full rights and sovereignty to His 
Britannic Maj e ty." 

M ALTA U DER BRITISH HUlE. 

A t the tim of th Treaty, England had already tarted 
utili ing the i land to its fullest xt nt and the hi tory of Briti h 
pow r in the Mediterran an sin c the beginning of the Ninet nth 
Century is indissolubly linked with Malta .... Englan.d has 
built a first-class do kyard , has conc ntrated her fl eet 111 th 
magnificent harbours of th island and, when threatened, 
the garri on of Malta was th r r ady for duty 111 any part of th 
Mediterranean .... The importance of Malta was gr atly nhanced 
during th e Great War. The 'quadrons of th Allies- British, 
French, Japane e, Ita lian and Ameri an- anchored in her harbour. 
The island became the c ntr of f verish activity for th de patch 
of troops and stor s, and for re istance against ubmarine . It 
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was conv rted into a hospital where thousands of wounded or 
sick heroe were nursed back to health by the great " N URSE of the 
Mediterranean. " . . . After the war the people of Malta were 
granted se lf-government, with a enate and a L gisla tive Assembly. 

FINIS. 

LOUGH. 

June again, and with it the advent of th holiday sea on 
and more pageantry. As for the former we hope the pres nt 
weather last, and w wish everybody joyou fortnights. Th 
latter is afforded us by " Found r' Day" at E ton ollege and 
Ascot Race. 

Vision of beautifuUy dressed ladies and immacula tely clad 
m n, crowds of happy boys and youths proudly escorting mother 
and sisters round the ancient buildings, an exciting cricket match, 
a pectacular procession of boats and the crowning joy of a glorious 
day- " The Fireworks." Tha t is " Fowlder's Day," or, a it is 
better known, the " Fourth " to we folk a t lough. This year, 
as usual, quite fulfilled our expecta tion , and, apart from traffic 
passing through, this wa a very empty town. The weath r was 
really kind , only the procession of boat being a little spoiled by 
a shower. However, it cl ared up and .left a beautiful evening 
for the fireworks. By the kindne s of the authoritie th public 
were admitted to certain parts of the grounds, from wh nce they 
could obtain a good view of the exhibition. It was a happy throng 
that wend d its way back to their different homes la t r to dream 
of thrilling parachute descents, hi sing snakes, cascades floating 
down the weir stream, and noisy rockets. 

The members of the Slough Staff are very proud of the Firm 's 
house a t Langley, " The orth tar," which has just been entirely 
rebuilt. The official opening took place on Saturday, May 21St. 
During the rebuilding Mr. A. urtis, the t nant, carried on his 
busines and also had his living accommodation in the new garages ; 
he is now a proud man and says his new home fully compensates 
him for the hardships he went through during the winter months. 

The house was rebuilt a t the p ychological moment as Langley 
is growing rapidly, good class bungalow , tc., are springing up 
everywhere, and a house like th new " North tar " wa badly 
needed. We are all looking forward to a great future for it. We 
must say the artistic design of the building reflects great credit 
on the Architects, Messrs. Edginton & Spink of Windsor. 

We trust if any of our read rs are in the n ighbourhood they 
will call and mak Mr. urti' acquaintance. H e will be pleased 
to show them round. 
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FARNBOROUGH. 

FARNBOROUG II BRANCH C m CK ET CLUB. 

ir~ce ~endin~ in my last notes we have played thre games, 
all ending 1I1 a different result , I won, I lost and I drawn . We 
have be.en omewha t disappointed. as well as inconvenienced by 
not havmg the use of the North l'arnborough Recreation Ground 
for a furth er month. 

As the ergeants' Mess, R. A.S. orps, have a very limited 
use of the Corps' ground , one of the fin est in Aldershot, we arrang d 
to play both the fixtures on our ground . Unfortunately w were 
unable to fine a venue fo r May 2.1st and had to very r luctantly 
c_aJ?cel the game. On the follOWIng Saturday we were away to 
l<nmley, and to. express our appreciation of their hospitality we 
gave them a fnght and a defea t, incidently r cording our first 
and (up to the present) only win . 

For our t.wo home games 0 June, the 4th and rrth respect ively, 
t~e Cov~ .0cIal Club .an.d In tItute came to our as istance by very 
kmdly .gIvmg u permIssIOn to use their ground. The first encounter 
w.as WIth the ~r~eants' Me s, R .A. . orps, and re ulted in a 
VIctory for our vIsItor . most plea ing incident wa a fi ne stand 
by our two younges t player , H .. H errington and j. Mc ulley; 
they tayed toge ther to put on 31 runs. Undoubtedly the result 
of this game was greatly influen ed by W. Gale, who had to leave 
early and was therefor una ble to bat. 

, The ~econd game a t ov wa against our worthy rival , the 
even Bndge Brewery C. . We, at Farnborough, always look 

forward to our meetings with Mr. C. H. Perrin & o. The games 
a re keenly conte ted and our home ma tch this year was no exception 
t o the rule. 

After we succeed d in ge tting two wicket fairly cheap, Me rs. 
Man y and Bartholol11 w began to lay on the wood, and, backed 
up by Mr. Wadham , who made 8, Mr. Perrin declared a t 101 for 6. 

Farnborough could not make much of the bowling of G. 
Mancey, only Mes 1'5. Ga le and Gosn y reached double figures. 
Howev r, we manag d to k ep our end up and beat th clock if 
not The Brewery. Our vi itors on both June 4th and Il th were 
a mazed a t the size and th numerous social activities of the ove 

ocial lub and rightly form ed the opinion that it i one of the 
be t lubs they have ever been in . 
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SATURDAY, iVlAY 28TH. 

Prim/cy. 

]. Dobson, b. Gale 0 

'. Yeomans, b. B. Lan asler 
H. Bartie tt, b . B. L ancaster 5 
W. Chatt, c. Gosney, b. B . 

Lancaster 0 

A . Mosdell ~ c . Thoday, b. B . 
Lan aster 0 

F. I(itcher, c. Go ney, b . Gale ... 
W . 'arter (Sen .), b. B. La ncaster 2 

H. Finch, b . Gale 0 

"" . Carte r (Jun.), not out 3 
E. Pnrcell, b. Gale I 

H . Do bson , b. 13. La ncasle r 0 

Total 13 

Second Innin gs 30 

H . 6- C . 'i m.otl.ds' (Parnbo·rough 
Bran!;h) . 

G . L a ncas ter, c. l<itch 'r, b . 
Bartlett 0 

L. Colcman, c. and b . Purcell I 2 

Lt. I-le rrington, b . lllrcell 0 

E. Gosney, b. B a rtlett ... 1 

H. Paice, run out 1 

W. Gale, b . Ba rtl ett 4 
13 . L a ncas ter, c. Carte r (Sen .), 

Bart lctt I 
T. Kent, b . f urcell 0 
J . Mc ulley, b . PUfcell ... 2 

W . Thoday, . J. Do bson, b . 
Bartl tt 0 

F. Howlc lt, not o ut 0 

Extras ... 4· 

Total 

Second Innin gs 

Won by H . & G. Simonds' (Farnboro ugh Branch) by 20 runs. 

SATURDAY, J UNE 4TH. 

ergca.nts' j\'Jess , R .A.S. Co/-ps. 
S' rgt. Sadd, b. Gale ... 29 
S.Q.M.S. Pickcrell, c. 13. Lancaster 

b. Gale ... 7 
S .. M . . Burrows, b. 13 . Lan cas ter 3 

.S. M. Brooks, c. Gale, b . B. 
La ncaster 14 

Sergt. 'ooper, b . Gale .. . 3 
RS.M. Brooks, b . Gale.. . 0 

Sergt. McOni e, c, Gosney, b . Gale 3 
Sergt. Va ughan, b . Paice I 
Sergt. Wi m c, not o u t 13 
Sergt. Hes lop, b. Gale ... 5 
Sergt. Loft, c. Paice, b. 13 . 

La ncas ter 10 

Extras 

Total 

H . 6- G. ' imomls' (FCl.mbor oMgh 
Brnn.ch). 

G. Lancaster, c. leS.M. Brooks, 
b. Pi ckc rcll 7 

L. Coleman, I.b.w., b . K S. M. 
Broo ks 4 

E. Gosney, I.b.w., b. Pi ck- reil ... 4 
le Pai e, b . K S. M. Brooks 3 
B. La ncaster, b . K S.M. Broo ks 3 
I{. H erring to n, c. Lo ft, b . Wirne 19 
J . McCulley, b . R.S.M. Brooks r6 
A . Stacey, b. H .S.M. Brooks 0 

T. Kent, b . Wirn e 2 
R. Watts , c. H.S .M. Broo ks , b. 

Wim e ... 0 

W . Gale, absent 0 
I;;xtras ... lO 

Total 68 

Won by Se rgeants ' iVlcss, H .A.S. orps, by 28 run~ . 
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SATURDAY, J UNE LI.TII . 

.'>'eve n J:J ridges I:J Yewe'l'Y . 
A . Hid 'I', b. B. Lan 'as ter 4 
I l. OsbuJ'I\', b. Gale 3 
A . Croom, rcliJ't:u ill ... 4 
G. Mancey, c. Crutchley, b. Gall! 18 
F. BartholOll1cw, b. Ga l - ... 17 
J. Rume ns , b . Gale. 5 
J. Wadh a ms, b . Cale 38 
J . ] e lley, not out 8 
C. H . Pen'in, P . J a mt!s a nd F. 
Collin~ did not bat. 

Extra.~ 

*Tolal ((ur 6 wi ckets) ... IOl 

* Innin gs declared c losed. 

Ma lch le ft drawn . 

IJ . & G. Simom/s' ( ' :al'lliJOl'Oltgh 
Branch) . 

G . Lall ca~ ter, b . Mancey 
E. Crutchley, b . lVlancey 
W. Gale, c. a nd b. l(uJUclls 
L. Colcman, b. Ma nct!y ... 
H. H erring ton, b. HUlllcns 
1<. J a i e, I.b.w ., b. Man cey 
E . Gos ney, not out ... 
B. La ncaster, c. l(ulllcns, b . 

Ma ncey 
J. McCulley , not out 
W. Thod ay and F. I luw lc tt did 

not bat. 
Extras ... 

T o la l (fo r 7 wi ck · ts) 

5 
o 

2 1 

4 
3 
5 

10 

7 
4 

10 

On June 16th tb " Old Ford " Hotel, h Vale, changed 
hands from Mr. ]. H. Rogers to Mr. G. Knight, who come from 

lder hot. Mr. Rogers l~ft thi bous t take up an appointment 
as ecretary to a lub 1n f( nya Colony. We wish him every 
Sl1cce s in hi new ventur 

SA LI SBURY, 

A "SIGN" OF T il E TIMES. 

Th demand for " Hop Leaf " Ale ', and GAZETTES, month 
by m nth , limb st adily upward. We are favoured with supplies 
for su h vents a th 700th harter Day elebrations, and the 
Longford how. Also for the 1 avilion of the outh Wilts C. "/ 
whose memb r wear by LP. Ale , and quietly teal away between 
run to gaz into its d pths, and enjoy " a quiet on ," far from the 
madding crowd, 

[t must al 0 b onsoling to a retiring ba tsman to feel that 
each st p is taking him near r to that hav n of rest ; whether 
he ha mad hi. century, or cocked up an ea y on in his first 
over. On an readily imagine, on a r ally hot day, a thirsty 
'ioul being tempt d , after making a f w, to do '0. 

For th sake of the game, and the ILlb, it is pleasing to I' cord, 
how ver, that as, so far, the thre hundr d ha been topped on so 
many occasion , n . ign ha been ob erved of any member playing 
t h game xcept" for the game's sake," which i only what one 
would xp ct from our Bem rton friends. 
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.. A WAY TIIEY HAVE- IN THE ARMY." 

A firm of br ow rs (not H. & G. imonds Ltd.) r - i~ing.a l ~te 
afternoon tel phone order for supplies for that day from a r rntonal 

ergeants' M ,about tw nty mil s aw~y, and .having no trar~sport 
available ' was instructed to commul1lcat wIth a local mmeral 
water fir;11 , who "woqld pick it up, and deliver:" 

Th junior member of the latter ompany, who to k th me age, 
wa "good nough " to send a spare ton lorry to do 0, and thu 
the wants of our gallant men wer supplied. 

The point i :- That thi particular mineral firm w r not 
supplying any Unit in the amp, and it was what is sometimes 
called" a try on." 

We wonder what the" H ead" aid wh en he go t home at 
night , and what his cartage harge will b . 

"THE CUP THAT II EERS." 

Not far from alisbury lie the great Military tations and 
Camps of aJi bury Plain. An almo t hourly rvice of train and 
bus connect them with "civilization ." Th ir pr -war brothers 
were not so fortunate , and a day's leav was nece sary to enjoy 
the relaxation from duty. 

The British "Tommy" i nowadays a very fortunate chap, 
and is' better catered for in a ll ways. 

At any old time of the day" Hop Leaf " lorries may be bserved 
unloading their barrel and cases a t th e doors of ~h many ante.ens 
and Messes of those Units whose pa t expen ences, 111 troplcal 
and temperate climes, hav taught them to tru t in" imonds" 
wherever they may be. 

In uch In titut in the far East, it is a common thing, 
when such a general topic as liquid refreshment is unc1 r di scussion , 
to hear one of "th old sweats" recall, with a sigh , the home, 
and nearer home, tations where a pint of " good old imonds'" 
wa. to be had. A bellow, or as they say in such plac ,a" bolo," 
for a " burra peg" is usually the next sound, in a vain attempt 
to forget th pleasures of th e past. 

One of the very first joys of a home move, from on of our Indian 
tation ,i the kn wledge that" Country " b er will b no more, 

and that Japanese" beer" will be a thing to b forgotten. 
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In Bunna, in the hill places of B ngal, N. W. 1 rovinces, on 
the burning plain of ind , or amid the jungles of the Himalayas, 
;Ne hav met devotees of th Reading br w . Many of them, 
now home again, are ard nt" .B.ites." 

Our good friends th 7th Qu n 's Own Hu sars, now at Tidworth , 
ontain many such who wer with us in those days. They must 

have many su h memori of th ir Merut days, and on can recall 
a t lea t one little " bazaar brush" not far from the on bridge, 
whil t with the Arrah Fi Id Force, when a f w bottles of this 
b verage w uld have gone down well. "Adoring the vision" 
in a thir ty land is a good thing, but to " keep in ight p rfection " 
here, is a much mor sat i fying one. 

What say th 7th ? 

"TlDWORTH CALLING! " 

Tommy mak fri nds wh rev r he goes, and from the 30 th 
July to August 4th all the citizens and cOlmtry folk of the district 
will be repaying hi many courte ies, by visiting him in his temporary 
home, and eeing him a hi , on the occasion of the earchlight 
Tattoo in Tidworth Park. 

No more inspiring ight can been than this. The Row r of 
our Army array d before U , each man conscious and proud of the 
great tradition which they th re represent, and eager to do their 
bit to carry on, in their" day," and to add their quota to th . 
gloriou past. 

Onlook r , old and young a like, cannot but respond to the 
call which thrills th heart of very real Briti h r, and which 
no age of " demo racy" or peliod of time can de troy. Blood 
tell, and such vent cannot but help to keep alive that spirit 
which i the ess nc of our p oples and the de pair of the agitator 
in our market place . 

It is w U worth being out of b d on a calm summ r night, 
until 2 a.m., to have watched 'uch a sight. We thank those 
cheery souls, harassed, but still smiling, who have evolv d and 
made possible uch productions, for th pride of "Tommy's" 
and " Algy's" kinsfolk, and the welding togeth r of our race. 

We are proud to pay our tribute to th ir labours. 
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' WA:-\SEA. 

Now that the warmer weather is approaching, Swansca will , 
in a very short t ime, be secn 'Lt its bcst. The bays in and around 
the Mumbles oHer gr a t cope for thos fond of aquatic holidays, 
whilst the sands a t Swans a, whi ch cxtend for ovcr livc miles, 
with it gloriou bay, provc to b v ry particularly attractive to 
th children. 0)1 the other hand, for those who pr fer" country 
I if "a few minute by bus from Swansea will takc you into th · 
hear of the Cower Peninsula, with it glorious cen ry and beautiful 
walk. 

Wc an safely recommend th Mumbles as an id al place for 
those of our r ader (esp cially from our inland Bran hes) who 
are des irous of spcnding a quiet and cnjoyabl holiday . 

Wc arc ind bted to our fri cnd " ]. L." for th ontinuation of 
the articl " Mod ration, " which app arcd in la t month 's issue 
of our GAZETTE; also to Mr. H . Taylor, who was for many years 

hief Clerk at wansca Branch, . for hi " Long Scrvi ce 
Reminisccnc ." 

MODERATlON- (contimwd). 

How frcqu ntly men ac t undcr th' inAucn of pa ' ion in 
ways which do not apparently I ad to happincss . 13 ing cntirely 
at thc mcrcy of thcir own cmotions and lacking sdf- ontrol, th ' ir 
pass ions and desires ovcr ome th ir judgmcnt. 

To whjch ever extr ' l11 you push a virtue it becol11 '.s a vice. 
The only safe utilitarian onception to bold is that of striking a 
happy medium : a middle cour c, bccause it is bencfi ial to " thc 
greatest number " and producti vc of the "gr atcst bappincss" 
which was Jer my Bcntham 's aim for the human racc. To prescrve 
an equilibrium is to avert thc unpl asant swing of the pcndulum 
for our elve and others and thcrefore conduciv to th grcatcst 
good which is the greatest happiness. There are more ways of being 
intemperate than one. " Drunken but not with Wine" may mean 
intoxicated with pride, or unlawful ambition- avarice. Feuds and 
lawsuits have been th r suIt of intemperance of speech. 

When an equilibrium in anything is held and maintained 
there doe not follow the exhaustion, mental and physical, or the 
psychological depression which is the outcome of nervous excite­
ment, and the pleasure to be derived is more steady and lasting 
with no sudden fi.ts of alternate joy and gloom. The same principle 
applies to eating, and sleeping. The gormand a lways suffers for 
his indiscretion to the extent of realizing the preference of " plain 
living and high thinking " even if he has not the good ense, wisdom 
and will to practise it. 
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On the other hand insufficient food mean oft-times starvation 
or at least an ill-nourished undersized body, and of course we all 
know wha! happens to the lie-a-bed and sluggard, who becomes 
drugged With over-sleep to the point of mental deterioration and 
physical degeneration. We may exhaust our brain by overwork 
or rot it with disu e. . 

. Lo ~ of sleep and iI.1somnia lead only too frequently to suicide 
or msamty. Some ethical writers have pointed out that as it is 
~he. more difficult t.o maintain and preserve a just balance, so 
lt IS the more praiseworthy. Philosophical writers of all ages 
have ou~ht the t?~chstone of felicity, the key to gladness, the 
secr~t to JOY, the eltxlr of life , the coping-stone of happiness. Here, 
I thmk we have the acme of delight, the eureka of scien ce the 
.. open s~same " of the philosophers in this one great teachi~g of 
moral plulosophy- Moderation in all things. 

].L. 
LONG SERVICE REMINISCEN ES. 

Joining the firm in 187 as empty cask number taker and 
being a very little chap, I had to have several ledgers on my stool 
to reach the desk , and was called Tom Sayers, Giant, and many 
other names by the draymen. 

I can well .recall f~e late M~ . . Louis De L. Simonds sending 
for me and takmg me mto the dmmg room, where several ladies 
and gentlemen were seated, when he introduced me as the" chief 
of the staff .. which caused great laughter and was to my great 
embarrassment. 

Soon after that I asked this gentleman for an increase in 
wages, and he replied , " I will see about it, you must not expect 
to get aU the profi~s." YOl~ can imagine my feelings when shortly 
afterwards I received an · m rease , when I received my salary 
envelope. 

Another time in the dinner hour I was left alone in the Delivery 
Office when Mr. Blackall imonds came in aying, "Are you the 
only man left in charge of this Office?" I l11artly stood to 
attention, replying, "Yes, ir. " Mr. imonds gave a very broad 
smile and left me .. still in charge." I cannot remember whether 
I got another increase for that, but can well recall my delight 
when I took home my fir t half-sov reign . 
. After ~eing in the 'ask Office a few years there was a vacancy 
m the Delivery Offic , better known as .. Hanson 's" Office, so 
I applied for that. Then came the same old tale, " You are such 
a little chap"; 0 to try and get over that difficulty Mr. Louis 
Simonds told me to see Mrs. Townsend, the Cook, about eleven 
o'clock ach morning, and eat plenty of beef, instead of my usual 
biscuit and cheese. In the end I got the berth-·and the lunch 
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In 1883, after consuming so much boiled beef, I had grown 
somewhat bigger and was transferred to the Refreshment Room 
Department, under Mr. uddaby, as stocktaker and sent to Yeovil, 
that being the centre for the district I was to work, which comprised 
15 Stations in Somerset, Devon and Dorsetshire, so it was a case 
of" put me amongst the girls." Jolly [me girls they wer , especially 
one, whom I eventually married, but regret to ay pas ed away 
three years ago, after 37 years together. Then, unfortunately 
for we clerks, Mes rs. piers & Pond took over the whole concern, 
and back I went to The Brewery, which 1 think was in I 88. 

ome years later wansea Branch was opened and the position 
as hief Clerk was offered to me, which of course did not take 
much considering on my part, and, thanks to the great kindness 
shewn me by Mr. . E. Gough and Mr. F. Gilbert, putting me 
through the routin of branch work, I was left with the Wel h 
people for over a quarter of a century ; and now, through the great 
generosity of the Firm, 1 am living a quiet life with my daughter 
in that old-fashioned town of Lewes, Sussex, where weather and 
other circumstances permitting, I spend a deal of time on the 
lovely downs. 

I visit Brighton occasionally, and, when pa sing the Branch 
Office in Castle Square, I feel a longing to go inside and ask if 
the balances came out all right, a lso to know if an experienced 
" Froth Blower" was required. 

H. TAYLOR. 

GIBl(ALTAR. 

The annual event of the Empire Festivitie Fair in Gibraltar, 
which was inaugurated in 1912 but unfortunately nipped in the 
bud on the outbreak of the Great War, has this year sufficiently 
resuscitated itself to come into being agai.n, and a huge success 
has crowned the efforts of the promoters, viz. :-" Our Day Poor 
Fund." 

Although our" Fair ommittee" had to nece sarily suspend 
operations during and since the black days of the war, the neigh­
bouring towns in Spain continued to hold theirs, much to the 
chagrin of our townspeople, who knew that during the three years' 
short life of our Fair we had made the Spaniards sit up and take 
notice. But this year we have come into our own again with a 
vengeance that has surprised the promoters and the supporters 
generally, for from the first mooting of the idea it gathered strength, 
and there has been no falling by the wayside; so much so that there 
is not the slightest doubt that it has come to stay. 
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The Fair this year was held on the old site on the Alameda 
Parade Ground, and, after the ceaseless labours of the Committee, 
it presented a very pretty sight for the opening day on the roth 
May, His Excellency The Governor and The Hon. Lady Munro 
attending to perform this eremony, Gibraltar turning out en fete 
to shew its appreciation of the fifteen days to come, and the revival 
of one of their favourite pastimes. 

The site of the "Fair Ground" this year was somewhat 
curtailed purposely be aus it was considered best not to start 
swimming in too de p water, as a ki k-off, and also because the 
finances available did not lend themselves to this course; anyhow 
what was done was ped ctly suffi ient for the commencement of a 
new but revived era. 

At the entrance to the Fair a beautiful" triumphal arch', 
was erected, and this made a very imposing site from outside, 
especially at night when it wa beautifully illuminated by many 
coloured lights. II!j 

To enter the ground by way of this arch made one realise the 
amount of work and detail involved in organising and running 
a pleasur ground of a purely temporary nature on the lines aimed 
at. 

On the left side most of the leading lubs had rected their 
" asetas," beautifully decorated with plentiful bunting and flags , 
and fixed in the midst of these" as tas " was placed " Their 
Excellencies' Pavilion," built on the steps of the aluting base 
of the parade ground. 

In the south-ea t corner a large circus had been erected, and 
a very good show given, where on of the turn were the trained 
antics of over thirty performing hor es and dogs. To ee a horse 
take off its pyjamas and get into bed, covering itself over with the 
bed clothes, was only one of the ights; also acrobat and clowns 
galore. 

At the south end several" bll!1Uelo" stalls had been fixed . 
which all did a roaring trade, for people in this part of the world 
would not think a fair complete without a fill of fritt rs. 

The centr of the ground was given up to larg refre hment 
booths, in the midst of which a fine bandstand wa erected, 
from wher daily and nightly performance were given. 
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On the west side several " positivos " were running, where 
one paid a few copp rs for the necessary tickets and om times 
came away with very fine prizes. The yowlger element thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves on the numerous swings and roulldabouts and 
merry-go-rounds, and these, coupled with the shouts of p'leasure, 
and the screeching of the "hurdy-gurdies" attached to each, 
put one's mind back to the days of the old viUage fair at home. 

In the afternoon were held different porting vents, such 
as physical drill displays by the Military Units, Boy couts and 
Girl Guides, tugs-of-war and tilting the ribbon on cycles, but 
special mention must be made of the two parades of decorated 
motor cars, and the ubsequent battle of flowers and confetti, 
into which everyone fell with a vim. The fairyland app arance 
at night produced by thousands of coloured electric globes was 
very striking, the effect of which illuminated the west side of the 
Rock almost to the summit station, small objects being easily 
picked out by per ons standing on the Fair Ground; and from 
far distances. 

Long before the last day of the Fair had arrived p ople were 
clamouring for an extension of some days, which prov s the 
unqualified success of the revival of the Fair and the way the 
persons attending appreciated the efforts of veryone ollcerned. 

Mention must be made of our local Branch of the famous 
" Hop Leaf," which fortunately for all conc rned is situate 
practically on one corner of the Fair Ground. This place with 
its shady garden in front was very well decorated with flags and 
coloured lights, and was without doubt a " landmark " for the 
thirsty visitors to the Fair, and was easily di stinguishable by the 
illuminated sign of " Simonds "outside. It is thought that more 
than its fair quota was partaken at the favourite rendezvous, 
especially by the really weary. 

D EPARTU HE OF MR . F. H. BI GGS. 

On the 15th May last Mr. F. H . Biggs, Chief lerk at the 
Gibraltar Branch, left for Portsmouth to take up a imilar appoint­
ment there. He leaves a host of fri ends behind, who wish him the 
best of luck in his new sphere. 
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GIBRALTAR.-Elevated view 01 the " Fair Ground ." 

G I BRALTAR .- Presentation by His Excellency The Governor, 01 

the Tug-ol- W ar Challenge Cup won by the Civil 

Police, Gibraltar. 
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S ucculent beverages of wide renown, 
Increasingly favoured in country and town. 
M ellow and piquant, palatable, pure, 
O utstanding in merit, you taste to allure. 
N avy and Army and Air Force, too, 
D emand their supplies of Simonds' brew. 
S ustaining and trengthening, have passed every test, 
B y Bacchus! No wonder th y are known as " The Best." 

" E cstatic," is what the epicures say, 
E ach time an" .B." is put in th ir way. 
R efined and refre hing whatever the weather, 
S o serve up Simonds' " the more we're together. " 
Appetising, attractive, our thirsts e're appeasing, 
N o drinks, could you find, to the palate more pleasing, 
D elightful decoctions which aid the digestion, 
S tatistics prove this, there i n ' t a question. 
T ested and tried, these tonics so good, 
O h ! that all realized their value as food. 
U ntold are their virtues, '0 wide is their range, 
T ry them and prove them, you'd ne'er again change. 

S imonds' Beers and touts. 

FARNBOROUGH MILITARY DEPOT. 

The outstanding featur during the pa t month has be n th e 
Alder hot Command archlight Tattoo, which took place on 
the Rushmoor Arena on Tuesday evening to Saturday evening, 
inclusive, during Ascot week. This is an annual effort made by 
the Aldershot Command on 1 half of numerous Military Charities. 
It was a really wonderful programme and the tableau that formed 
the grand finale wa truly magnifi ent. The organization was 
superb. " 

Full accounts have appeared in the public press, but the 
following figures may be of interest :- Attendance- lgo,ooo, this 
is an increas of al ut 20,000 ov r last year; motor cars- 18.450 ; 
chars-a-banc and buses- 3,560; motor bikes- 2,7oo; bicycles-
1,850. The figures speak for themselves. 

Unfortunately aturday was a wet night or th attendance 
would have be n heavi r . 
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. Their Maj esti s The King and Qu en graced the Tattoo with 
th 1f presence on aturday. Other members of the H,oyal Family 
paid visits during the w ek. 

The camping ea on is now in full swing and we have Troops 
under c~nvas at Cowshott, toney astle, Ash, Old Dean Common 
Oxney l; arm, etc. ' 

June is a popular month for I~ gimental ports. We have 
.b en busy. with canva the p~st few ~ay~ and shall have enough 
t? do untll after the completIOn of DIVISional Training at end of 
September. 

. Old 011 agues at ~ ~rth amp are sorry to hear of the indisposi­
hon of Mr. H . J. WhIting, but glad to know, at time of writing 
these notes, tha~ he i ~ feel0g b~tter for ~he rest and change. We 
hope .our old fnend J~f(enes will also pIck up strength after the 
bad time he has expen nced. uch men as Jefferies Etherington 
Pearce (Ludgershall~ and others must be very t~ugh to hav~ 
weathered the expen ence we had on alisbury Plain twenty odd 
years ago. 

W.H.W. 

OXFORD. 

_ Referring to a few pmarks of ours publish d in the May i ue 
of f il E H op LEAF GAZI:;; TTE anent Dan upid and our matrimonial 
ag ncy,. we have .to r port that anoth r of the lady member of 
our cl f1ca] taff , m the person 9f Miss S. H eydon, ha I ft us after 
nearly, twelv · year' ervic to mbark upon th sea of matrimony. 
We Wl h h r bon voyage and fair weather. 

Mis H eydon was th r cipient of a case of fi h knive and 
forks with the good wi hes of the Directors, and also a canteen 
of. plat from the Oxford -!3ranch staff, coupled with their best 
:-VI he for. h r futllJ:c happmes . O~u·. pare moments are p nt 
111 wondenng who Will be the 11 xt VI tlm of Cupid's a~chery . 

The Oxford hire Agricultural Show was h Id at Oxford this 
year on May 18th and 19th. As heretofore, a fine lot of horses 
cattle, etc., were. xhibit d, and, tog ther with the displays mad~ 
by the great agn culturaJ and other traders, those responsible for 
its organization may congratulate thems Iv s upon a really fine 
show. The weather, too, wa gorg ous and thou ands of people 
w re attract d to the Show Ground on both day . N edle s to 
ay " .B." was in vidence. 

Our Annual Gala, Eights Week, the occasion of the University 
Sum,mer Bumping ~aces, is gone by for another year and our 
particular stretch of [hames (locally yc1ept " Isis " ) is placid once 
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more. But, while the races were on, the College barges on the 
one side and the towing path on the other side of the riv r were 
thronged with fashionable (and other) people, all bent on seeing 
"the Eights" or the latest thing in Paris models, which ever 
way the fancy lay. 

There remains now the ommemoration Week with its 
attendant balls and other festivities and the Oxford ummer 
Term will be over. Then we "townies" can look forward to 
some cricket on decent wickets for the Long Vacation. 

It may interest readers to know that the Oxford University 
Newdigate Priz (a very much coveted honour which has been 
won in the past by many famous men) was won by a member 
of the opposite sex this year, and much more than that, this erudite 
lady hails from Reading' So now we know Reading's claim 
to the three "B's" is justifi d . Oxford may be the Seat of 
Learning, but Reading assuredly is famous for :-

Beer, Bise'lIits and Brains. 

'fRAME. 

The Whits un Holidays passed oH very quietly in Thame. 
Sharp showers of rain somewhat marred the cricke t and bowls on 
the Monday, but there were good attendan es a t both . A fair 
number of visitors were in th town and we experienced a nice 
trade all through. Both the Sports Club and ricket lub have 
been going strong and have won some good matches. The 
testimonial to A. J. Kirtiand, tJ+e veteran Thame cricketer, is 
being well patronised and it is hoped to hand over a substantial 
amount before the end of the eason. 

A change has taken place at the War Memorial lub, Mr. F . 
parks having resigned the stewardship, which he has so success­

fully carried out for several years, to take up an appointment 
as an Inspector under the R.S.P.C.A: He is succeeded by Mr. 
" Joe " Holland, whose knowledge as a previous licensed victuqller 
will stand him in good st ad . He i well known and respected in 
Thame. 

Another change is the retirement of Police-Sergeant Loder 
on pension after full service in the force. His kindly interest 
in everything appertaining to the good of the town has been much 
appreciated and his friends wish him many years in which to 
enjoy his retirement. His successor is Police-Sergeant Russell, 
who comes from Nettlebed, with high credentials as to his 
capabilities. We would wish him a successful and enjoyable stay 
in Thame. 

Urodl.y & Soli . I.td . " 'I'h. Crown Pr .... " C.,tOIl Str.~t. R •• diIlN 
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