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MR. A. E. WAKE. 

The reproduction of the portrait of Mr. A. E . Wake in this 
issue coincides with the announcement of his appointment to the 
management of our Wo king Branch in succession to Mr. A. Bennett , 
whose retirement through persistent ill-health has so regretfu lly 
been tendered. 

Mr. Wake has had sixteen years' experience in the Firm's 
business, having entered at Brighton Branch in March , 1923, from 
where he was transferred to London in 1926. After serving in the 
office for several years he joined the travelling staff. His primary 
qualifications for the promotion he has gained are his experience, 
close acquaintance with and success amongst Club life in South
West London and that part of Surrey within the radius of London 
Branch, during the past several years. He has also been consistently 
successfu l in other sections of our wholesale trade in those districts. 

Mr. Wake is a fervent clubman and has entered into the social 
activities of his club customers with a spirit and enthusiasm which 
have won a wide circle of fri ends. Fortunately he will have ample 
scope in his new surroundings to pursue those activities and we hop 
he will be accorded the same measure of welcome. 

A motorist during the working week, Mr. Wake prefers cycling 
during leisure hours, this preference being shared by his wife,who 
is the" rear half " of a tandem. Apart from extensively touring 
the Home and Western Counties of E ngland, his travels have taken 
him through Germany, Austria and France. During these tours 
" pass storming" has been the favourite sport, the tours including 
Gross Glockner 8,435 feet , Thurnpass 4,180 feet, Scharnitz 4,010 feet, 
Col d' Galibier 8,859 feet, Col d 'I'Iseran 8,999 feet and Col d 'Laut ret 
6,743 feet. Although these tours were taken in June and july, 
from IS to 18 feet of snow often were found at " the top," while the 
Col d'l'Iseran (highest road in Europe) was crossed during a heavy 
snowstorm . 

He is also very interested in water colour painting and sketching 
and has consequently found that touring affords opportunities for 
indulging in this pastime . His only successful adventure in com
petitive sport was during five years with Barnes & District Rowing 
Club, when he gained a minor success in the j unior Fours at the 
Barnes and Mortlake Regatta in 1927. 
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Take a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine oft 
infirmities. - The Bible. 

CHAT :z from Lib 
THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

{By c. H. P.} 
"BE . PREPARED- B uT PLAY ON." 

Th re is something arresting in the picture of a na tion that 
refuses to .s top playing, even in the" bright face of danger," says 
o.ur Empwe for j une. Dr~ke finished his game of bowls within 
SIght of the Armada ; En.gbsh foxhunters still chased their quarry 
whIle Nelson was defeatmg Napoleon's hopes a t Trafalgar ; and 
last month the Derby was won before a record crowd, although 
the whole nation is working hard at A.R.P. and rearmament. In 
the past other people have written us down as a nation of playboys
to receive a rude awakening. We prefer to regard our love of 
sport .as .an index to. charac~er-an indication of something spiritual 
that IS mvaluable In a cn sls; something that will survive even 
though the sport through which it finds its chief expression may 
become impossib~e. Thus, in May- the Derby. Last month, 
Ascot- shorn of Its Royal procession, but till its incomparable 
self-and the dozen other sporting and social fi xtures (cricket on 
scores of county grounds and thousands of village greens) which 
make England in June something different from anv other country 
in the world. . 

" It RU NS I N THE BLOOD ." 

This passion for sport i peculiar to no single section of the 
community-it is common to all , from the Earl of Ro ebery, 
popular owner of " Blue Peter," to the urchins who use a lamp post 
as a WIcket. We need not fear for the nation 's future while that 
spirit !nspires the nation' s life; for the true sportsman keeps fit , 
and Ius sens~ ?f fai~ play makes him the champion of liberty . 
Moreover, thIS IncorrIgIble love of p lay runs in the blood to such 
an extent that it marks the race wherever its offshoots settle- and 
~nd.ow.s them with the a ttributes which made the parent stock 
~nvInClble. Thus, fundamentally, the fibre of the Empire's peoples 
IS everywhere the same and the only power that could conquer them 
would be overwhelming numbers. It is the duty of government 
to avert such a disaster by relieving th Empire's outpost of so 
unnecessary a handicap. 
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" KEEP YOUR POWDER DRY." 

The Conscription Bill in the Mother Country has become an 
Act; the Territorial Army is almost doubled; the Anti-Aircraft 
divisions have been called up for special training, and in workshops 
and shipyard the intensive rearmament of Britain goes on. Since 
the seizure of Czechoslovakia killed the hopes of Munich , our eyes 
have been opened and they are not likely to be blinded by any 
apparent lessening of international tension . To paraphrase Oliver 
Cromwell's dictum, we trust in God-and the hope that peace may 
yet be saved-but we keep our powder dry. 

SWEET ST. WILLIAM. 

One au thority suggests that the Sweet William originally was 
known as " Sweet St. William," for it was dedicated to that saint , 
whose festival fell on June 25th . St. William was a Scotsman and 
a baker, renowned alike for his piety and charity. Early in the 
thirteenth century he left his native Perth to make the pilgrimage 
to Canterbury. Tear Rochester, Kent , he fell in with a band of 
ruffians, who murdered him . He was buried near the spot where 
he died , but we are told that so many miracles occurred at his 
tomb that his body was removed to Rochester Cathedral, where his 
shrine a ttracted hosts of pilgrims. Legend has it that after his 
death there sprang up in the region of Rochester masses of those 
lovely flowers that a re the glory of our summer gardens. 

R EAL EFFICIENCY. 

But how wonderfully ffici ent the top-notch bookmakers' firms 
are . On Saturday I received my account for the whole week up 
to the last race on Friday from Ladbroke's . And when you consider 
their many thousands of clients and the hundreds of thousands of 
bets it makes one think tha t their organisation might well be copied 
by Government departments, writes Charles Graves in the Daily 
Mail . 

PROGRESS NEVER STANDS STILL. 

" Prosperity comes in cycles," say the experts . The best of 
which is the try-cycle. There must be no slacking in our desire to 
progress. Progress never stands still . 

, We're driven back for our next fray 
A newer strength to borrow 
And where our vanguard camps today, 
The rear shall rest tomorrow.' 

-Massey. 
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A GAME OF SKILL. 

.Mr. Henry C. .A. Bingley, one of London 's " best beloved" 
magIstrat.es,. who died r~cently, once said that " Cards are chance, 
but the aImmg of darts IS as much skill as shooting at Bisley." 

LABOUR W OULD FIGHT. 

. Mr. Arth';Ir Greenwood, Deputy Leader of the Socialist Party, 
saId at a meetmg of the India League at Caxton Hall, Westminster: 

" I hear rumours to-day about a war breaking out to
morrow. I do not know. All I know is this: that British 
Labour-ever ready to try to understand the problems of other 
peoples,. to understand the problems of the German people
would , If the challenge came, stand and fight. 

" I never thought that I should have to use words like 
that. . Bu.t there are greater things than life itself, and one of 
them IS lIberty." 

How SNAKE BITE ACTS. 

. The vict~m of snake bit.e suffers ~rom a depressant , not narcotic, 
pOison and. dies of heart f~llure. VIOlent exertion, which exhausts 
the heart , IS the worst thmg for him. Warmth rest stimulation 
and local bleed!ng and cauterisation are the methods: if potassiu~ 
permanganate IS not available. 

FORM , RIFLE ME N, FORM! 

On gth May? r889' when pu~lic opinion was getting agitated 
over the ~rench mvaslOn of AustrIa, there 'appeared in the Press a 
poem wntten by Tennyson entitled "The War. " It had four 
stanzas, one of which is worth quoting in view of its topicality: 

Be not deaf to the sound that warns, 
Be not gull'd by a despot's plea, 

Are figs of thistles? or grapes of thorns? 
How can a despot feel with the free? 

Form, Form, Riflemen form! 
Ready, be ready against the storm! 
Riflemen, Riflemen, Riflemen form I 

LITTLE LAPSES. 

J: poster alleged to have been i~sued some years ago by a 
~ertam Mr. Slaughter, who was a candidate at a municipal election 
ID a North Country town , read : " Vote for Slaughter and Fresh 
Blood in the Council. " 
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TH E PIPE OF PEACE. 

An elder! y clergyman en tered a first-class railway carri~ge . 
His fellow passenger was a very dirty labourer, smokmg a dIrty 
old pipe. 

The clergyman said : " I have been forty years a clergyman, 
and during all that time I have known of more cases of cancer of 
the lips and "of the mouth caused by smoking pipes than by any 
other cause. 

The labourer replied: "And I have been for . forty years a 
labourer and in that time I have seen more split hps, . bl~ck eyes 
and bloody noses caused through fell0'7:s like you not mIndIng your 
own business than any other reason. 

A Belfast woman told this story at a London conference. 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE ABROAD. 

That the Hop LEAF GAZETTE is read and appreciated at home 
and abroad is evidenced by the many complimenta~y le.tters r 
receive from most unexpected quarters. The followmg IS only 
typical of many :-

The Editor, 
Hop LEAF GAZETTE, 
The Brewery, 
Reading, England. 

Ritz Hotel, 
Ha rington Street, 

Calcutta. 
15th ./wHe, 1939. 

Dear Sir,- For the past number of years 1 have b~en a keen 
reader of the Hop LEAF GAZETTE, not one page do I miSS, thanks 
to the free distribution through Messrs. Spencer & Co. of alcutta. 

I must congratulate you on the very. interesting a.rticles 
contained in this Gazette every month . It IS so popular In the 
hotel that it does not remain in the reading room for one day; the 
young bloods spirit it away and there is. such a. demand for mo~:e 
that it is great fun among the oth rs trymg to discover the CUlpIlt 
who has pinched " The Hop Leaf. " 

1 should very much like to know if I can purcha e a bound 
annual of this monthly Gazette. 

Thanking you, 
With best wishes, 

Yours faithfully, 
G. B. PEAR, 

Manager. 
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AMONG THE REPORTERS PRESENT. 

Among the reporters present at the homecoming of Their 
Majesties when they passed the Houses of Parliament was evidently 
William Shakespeare ; for he thus describes the scenes (Corioianus, 
Act II, Scene I) :-

the nobLes bended , 
As to Jove's statue, and the commons made 
A hower and thunder with their caps and shouts: 
I never saw the like. 

A RIGHT ROYAL WELCOME. 

Their Maj est ies, home again at last in their own capital and 
in their own family circle, must have been moved by the warmth 
and depth of the welcome which awaited them here, says The Ti'mes. 
Such a sincere and spontaneous manifestation of national loyalty 
a nd affection could not but be dear and refreshing to their heart 
as an assurance of how greatly they have deserved well of their 
people. Service the most signa l could alone have earned uch a 
heartfelt requital. Our King and Queen are unchallengably 
entitled to feel that they have helped to write a new page in their 
country's history, and have won for themselves an illustrious place 
in the story. That conclusion is not qualified by doubt or dis-
ension in any quarter. The nat ional unity was never more a 

reality than in the emotions which fou nd popu lar expre sion 
yesterday, and which not even an almos t wintry sky and air could 
chill. All of us, of whatever class or party, a re happy to have our 
King and Queen safe home again, and take pride in the knowledge 
t hat they are our King and Queen. We a ll realise the profound 
truth of Lord Crewe's words yesterday when he remarked how 
much the prosperity of this journey was due to the personal qualities 
of Their Majesties themselves. 

SPORTS CELEBRITI ES. 

Under this heading there appears in the Reading Standard an 
imposing caricature of Mr. N. H . Lipscombe, by Fred May, the 
picture being accompanied by the following complimentary little 
caption :-

" One of the most popular of local oarsmen is Mr. Norman 
H. Lipscombe, Assistant Hon . Secretary of the Reading 
Rowing Club. 

U A real live wire in the Club, Mr. Lipscombe finds time 
to organize social events a well as play a big part in the 
active side of rowing." 
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OUR A.RP. ORGANIZATION. 

In other pages appears a report concerning our great A.RP. 
scheme at the Brewery. It should be mentioned that the Directorate 
have given it their fullest support and with<:lUt th~t support the 
carrying out of the scheme would have been ImpossIble for a very 
large sum of money has been expended for the protection of the 
personnel and continuous working o~ the staff at t~ e Brewery. As 
indicative of the interest our DIrectors take In the scheme, 
Commander Simonds, Mr. Louis Simonds, Mr. R St. J. Quarry and 
Mr. Duncan Simonds have acted as umpires during demonstrations. 
Our Directors will not , unfortunately, be able to continue their 
active support as they are engaged in other National Service in the 

avy, Army, etc. It is gratifying to see so many ~em.bers of the 
staff joining this most up-to-date A.RP: orga~lzatI?n, who~e 
indefatigable and most capable CommandIng OffIcer IS aptaIn 
A . S. Drewe. 

WELL DESERVED HONOUR. 

Lieutenant A. C. Simonds of the 2nd Royal Berkshire Regiment 
has been made an M.B.E. (military division) in recognition of his 
distinguished services in Palestine. The son of Mrs. E. Fuller, of 
Firlands, Burghfield Common, Lieut. Simonds is serving a a staff 
officer in Palestine, and he was mentioned for meritorious service 

' in the London Gazette at the end of April. The announcement 
stated: .. Lieut. A. C. Simonds, in recognition of distinguished 
services rendered in connection with operations in Palestine, 
April Ist to October, I938 "- a noteworthy distinction. 

Lieut. A. C. Simonds is the eldest son of the late Major Charles 
F . Simonds, of the King's Royal Rifle Corps, and of J. and C. 

imonds' Bank , now Barclays Bank, King Street, Reading, who 
was killed in action in I916. Lieut. Simonds' regiment is the Royal 
Berkshires, with whom he gained quite a name as a boxer before 
going abroad. He won the officers' lightweight championship in 
1932, and the featherweight championship in 1933 . He has boxed 
for the Army on a number of occasions, the first occasion being only 
a short while after he received his commission. He was honorary 
first whip to the Shorncliffe Drag, and while in Egypt was whipp r-in 
to the Bagdad Hounds. He rode the winner of the Jubilee Cup 
in Palestine in 1935. He has a brother in the Royal Tank Regiment , 
now in Egypt. 
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FORTHCOMING FLOWER SHOW. 

Details of th e annual F low r Show to be held on Saturday, 
August. 26th, on our Sports Ground, appear in another page. Other 
att ractIOns ~ave been arranged in connection with this interesting 
event. CopIes of the schedule may be obtained at the Social Club 
or from any member of th ommittee. 

A.RP. ACTIVITY. 

As will be noticed in oth r notes, activity continues in the 
A. R.P. world at the Brewery and lec tures are still the order of the 
day. The ga chamb r has now been completed and within the 
next t"'":o weeks veryone will have the opportunity of testing their 
mask 111 th chamber. Th econd fire engine has a rrived and 
volunteers are required to man this. An interesting delivery this 
~lonth . IS a conslgn:nent of 30 fire fi ghting suits for use by the 
Incendiary f11' parties. 

. I am pleased to say, write lVIr. C. G. Lawrence, that all fire 
Ulllt· have completed th eir " bomb " training and a lthough there 
were many anxlOu moment the" {urni hed flat" is still intact . 

THE FISHER 

Upon a river bank serene 
A fisher sat where all was green 

And looked it. 

He saw when light was growing dim a fish , 
Or else the fish saw him 

And hooked it. 

He took, with high erected comb 
The fish, or else the story home, 

And cooked it. 

Recording angels round his bed 
Heard all that he had done or said 

And booked it ! 
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BREWERY JOTIINGS. 
(BY w . DUNSTER.) 

June brings roses, and also Ascot races . This year the roses 
eemed the better of the two for, unfortunately, the weather was 

not on its best behaviour and quite a number of horses were on a 
par with the weather, at least on the day I went t~1ere . However, 
better luck next time. aturally Ascot causes qUIte a lot of extra 
work for many of us, but it is eagerly awaited. 

Mr. 1. G. Godden has recently left us for another position in 
the local Corporation Offices and everyone wishes him all success, 
for he was a popular member of the staff. Starting in 1928 in the 
Cask Office he was later transferred to the Surveyor's department. 

Mr. E. W. Kirby (son of Mr. F. Kirby of our Transport 
department) has just left us for a new.career, having sec~ red .a 
Commission in the R.A.s.e. He has hIs heart and soul m thJ 
new undertaking and all good wishes go to him from us . He 
started in the Delivery Office in 1929, and since 1932 has b en at 
Staines. 

Mr. M. F. Rickards, of our Travelling Staff, has recently been 
operated on and is now in a nursing home. The operation has 
been very successful and he is making good progress. 

Mr. J. E. Bea ley, of the Cask Office, is still in the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital, wh re he will be for some time yet. We all 
wish " Jim " a complete recovery and an early return to duty. 

Mr. A. Comley, who had a very serious illness earlier in the year, 
has not made the progress anticipated so he has been pensioned ; 
it is hoped he will soon be blessed with better health. H~ h~d 
been a good servant of the Firm for a number of years, startmg m 
1902 . 

I have heard very little of the Terriers of our staf~ who a~e 
away for military training, but we 'shall hear all about It on theIr 
return. When they do come back others will go and so it will 
continue for several months yet. 

Mr. L. C. White, who started his business life at The Brewery 
and has been at Oxford Branch since 1925, has been appointed a 
member of our Travelling Staff and will be representing the Firm 
in the Staines, Egham, Southall, &c. , districts. All good wishes 
are extended to him . 

We were very busy at the Tattoo and, on the whole, the weather 
was good. Mr. A. T. Walsh, who was in charge ~t .Aldershot.' had 
quite a busy time seeing that all the bars had suffICIent supphes. 
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.Apart from Ascot, th Tattoo and since, the Royal Show 
commg al~ng, we have been busy in many ways and the staff has 
been workmg at top pressure. 

Many a t The Brewery and elsewhere knew Teddy Pare the 
comedian, and will be sorry to hear he passed away after a ~hort 
Illness, although he had not enjoyed the best of health for the last 
year or so. He was practically always at our annual football club 
suppers and was ever in good form .. Throughout Reading h 
was known at all sorts of places and could be relied upon to give 
a really good show. R.I.P. 

. Mr. W. H. Davis of the Estates department made a presentation 
In tb~ Waltmg R~om to Mr. F. M. Tilbury on the occasion of his 
marnag. In askmg Mr. Tilbury to accept the gifts of a canteen 
of cutlery a.nd c1oc.k, Mr. Davis said he was voicing the feelings of 
a ll pl:esent m wlshmg both ~r. and the future Mrs. Tilbury every 
happmess m theIr marned hfe. Mr. Tllbury tendered his sincere 
thanks for the gifts and the gathering closed with the usual hearty 
individual handshakes. 

. Mr.~. ·H. Hopkins was married on June 24th and we tender 
hll11 our smcere good wishes. 

The following changes and transfer have tak n place during 
the month and to all tenants we wi h every success :_ 

The Nursery Inn , A cot (H . & G. imonds Ltd.)- Mr. A. J. 
Rog rs. 

The Queen, Blackwater (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)- Mr. E. Page. 
The ricketer, Feltham (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.) - Mr. A. E. 

White. 

The White Hart, herfield (H. & G. Simonds Ltd .)- Mrs. 
C. M. Dancey. 

The Royal Oak, Slough (H. & G. Simonds Ltd .)- Mr. W. Ford. 

The Lucan Arms, Laleham , a new Hous , was opened on the 
27th June and the tenant is Mr. Herbert Hales. 

We regret to record the following dea ths and to all relatives 
we tender our deepest sympathy :-

. Mr. Ernest John Bradley, The Bird in Hand, Tilehurst, who 
died on the 7th June, and who had been tenant of this House mce 
1919. 

Mr. W. Acock, The Carpenter Arms, Hayes, who died on the 
15th June, and who had been tenant at this House since 1929. 
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A NATURE NOTE. 
(BY C.H.P.). 

THE MARVELS OF THE MAYFLY. 

HERONS TAKE A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW. 

So J une has come and gone and with it one of the most delightful 

chapters in the great Book of Nature. 

The roses make the world so sweet, 
The bees, the birds have such a tune, 
There's such a light and such a heat 

And s'll('ch a J'oy in June. 

The mayfly has been" up " and over for some time now, so far 

as we fishermen are concerned. This ephemeral fly appears in June 
as well as in the month indicated by its name and its life story makes 
interesting reading. They do not hatch simultaneously in all districts. 
Well do I remember, many years ago, seeing the mayfly up in countless 

thousands on the Thames, at Readi;"g, and thinking there would be 
a similar hatch on a little trout stream about ten miles away, you can 
judge of my disappointment when not one was to be seen. The little 

river flowed faster than the mighty Thames and I suppose it was 
because the water was cooler that the Mayfly 'hatch was longer delayed , 

Unfortunately, I took with me only a box of Mayflies. I am wiser 
now. But I adapted myself to circumstances and with a pair of 
sharp scissors trimmed my Mayflies into all sorts of shapes and sizes , 
denuding several entirely of their feathers in order to make them look 

tiI~e nymphs. The extraordinary thing about it was that I had a great 

day. A brother angler who came along and, by the way, had an 
empty creel, jokingly observed when I showed him the revised edition 
.of my Mayflies, " W ell, I'm ---, I've never, in all my experience, 
seen such so-called flies before . Nor I'm sure have the fish, and they 
evidently rose only out of c'lltriosity." H e seemed well pleased, however, 
when I handed him a couple of brace of speckled beauties and even 

asked for the loan of one or two of my unique productions . I fear , 
however, that he did not enjoy the ~ame sport that fell to my rod. 
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A FASCINATING SIGHT. 

It is a fascinating sight to see the Mayflies, by the million, 
indulging in their nuptial flight, ever ascending and descending, 

until they find a mate. The f emale Mayfly lays about 6,000 eggs 
and, under the microscope, the bed of the river must represent a very 
moving picture. If this bed is suitable for them to burrow and there 
is a sufficiency of food, in due time, countless thousands of Mayflies 
should survive to reappear in their winged form. They only become 
accessible to fish when they leave their fastnesses to shed a skin about 
half a dozen times in two years. 

• But don't forget, when the Mayfly is "up" on one river, it is 
not necessarily in evidence on another, not"Jar away, and so be sure 
and take with yO'llt more than one kind of fly. 

" Perrin's SPecials" may not always meet the case. 

DO FISH COMMUNICATE WITH ONE A OTHER? 

I expect other anglers have noticed that if you hook a fish and he 
gets away it is not much use trying that spot again, at any rate until 
a considerable time has elapsed. I wonder by what means of com

munication fish convey to other members of their kind the fact that they 
have been thus treated and that that monster, man, is on the bank 
endeavouring to entice them to their doom? On the other hand, if 

you hook a fish and manage to bank him you are as likely as not to 
catch another within a few minutes, fishing in exactly the same place. 
This has been my experience on very many occasions. 

HERONS HIGH UP IN THE HEAVENS. 

On Tuesday, June 27th, about 2 p.m., I noticed, high in the 
heavens, over Reading, seven birds which I thought, at first, were 
seagulls , but then one uttered its harsh guttural note and I knew that 

they were herons. They remained in their lofty position for a con
siderable time and I wondered if they were young birds from the Coley 
heronry making their debut into the great wide world. Perhaps they 
were taking a bird's-eye view of the surrounding country and perhaps 

too, their parents were pointing O'/J(,t to them where they would be l1:kely 
to find frogs, eels, fish, or water voles, for s;/,ch form part of the food 
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consumed by these fMtr-feet broad birds . Apparently they were given 

some sort of a signal that it was time to return home for suddenly 

they all made a gradual descent in the direction of Coley Park, the 

utmost ease with which they winged their way th$ts, describing strange 

figures as they did so, gave a good i'ndicatiol1, of the power of thei1' 

propellers, 

WHEATEAHS' SHOHT STAY, 

The stay of the wheatears which visited O1~r Sports Grownd ill 
the spring was of short duration, for though I kep~ a sha'rp look-out 

for them I only saw them o'n, one morning when I had them under 

observation for upwards of an hmtr . I have frequently seen a pair of 

wrynecks there since. They "'tS1'£atty fl ew off in the direction of Coley 

Park , where they dMtbtless had their nest in the hole of a tree. 

E MBLE MS OF LOVE. 

NI any turtle doves frequent the rough land s"'trrownding the sand 

and gravel pits which adjoin o'ur Sports Ground. Happy hunting 

grounds these for various forms of wild life, winged and otherwise. 

Those gentle creatures, the turtle doves, which are migrants, arriving 

in April and departing in September, evidently find some form of 

food here much to their liking for I frequently flush two or three when 

I visit our playing fi elds, more often perhaps with my field-glasses 

than with my tennis 1'acquet , These dusky-brown birds with white 

under tail-coverts build the flimsiest of nests and I often wonder the 

two creamy-white eggs do not fall through the slender struct"'tre. 

They seem to live a most exemplary life, doing no harm to anything 

or anybody. They are known as emblems of love and as the harbingers 

of peace. 

W oHold to God that they could bring more of both to this troubled 

world! 
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SIMONDS' FOOTBALL CLUB ANNUAL SUPPER. 
The above event took place at the Social Club on Monday, 

26th June, Commander H. D, Simonds being in the Chair. Others 
present were Mr. R. SL J. Quarry, Mr. E . D. Simonds, Commander 
F. p, M, Dawson, Mr. F . Pusey (Secretary), Mr. W, Bradford 
(Treasurer), Messrs. M. E. Love and W. Schofield of the Berks and 
Bucks Football Association , Mr. S. A. Edgington (Secretary, 
Reading and District Institute League), Messrs, W, Dunster, 
A. G. Knott, W. T. Lamb, J. W. Allen, W. A. Mortimer, R. Clark, 
J. J effcoat , L. Knight, W. A. Benham, G. Sayers, R. Braisher, 
P. E . Curtis, D. Jacobs, E. Chandler, M. V. Lott , E. Barrett, 

. A. Goatley, W. J. Shurville, S, V, Alien, C. W. Pidgeon, A, J. G. 
Tuttle, R. C. Pitts, H. S. Tigar, A. V. Hedgington, A. Thompson , 
R. Tozer, W, Busby, D , Spence, A, E. Franklin, E. Boshier, J. Giles, 
R. Boddington, R. Kemp, J. Venner, W. Venner, H. Cook, J. 
Chandler, J. F. Ford, G. H. K rry , C. Wheeler, C. S. Ostridge and 
C. Bartlett. 

ommander H . D, Simonds proposed the toast of the Simonds' 
}< ootball Club. He said he felt unsuited to occupy the Chair 
a lthough he played Association football some 40 years ago. He 
was sure they had a good team and on going through the records 
of last season he found they had put up some joliy good perfor
mances. They had a lot to thank the brothers Alien for , as between 
them they had scored 49 goals out of a total of IIO and he felt they 
would do even better next season (applause). The Second XI had 
proved to be in good trim, especially considering they were often 
called upon to fill gaps in the First XI. Although deserving every 
sympathy they also deserved great praise for having played as well 
as they had done. They were, so to speak, the Territorials of the 
Regular Army of the First XI and they jumped into the breach 
when they were wanted (applause), He congratulated the teams 
a nd the Secretary for the organisation he had put up and nex t 
eason he hoped to see them right at the top of the league with a 

really good score (applause). They were all a great credit to the 
Firm by going out on the field of play showing the good old " Hop 
Leaf " on their chests every Saturday afternoon (loud applause) and 
proving by results that" Beer is Best ." 

Commander Dawson in response thanked Commander Simonds 
for the way he had proposed the toast and on behalf of the Football 
Club thanked him for presiding that evening, as he had done last 
year. They had won 5 out of the concluding 6 matches last season. 
Next season on their new Sports Ground they would have two 
playing pitches and arrangements were going forward for a third 
team who would play in the Minor League and that would be a 
very good recruiting ground for the Second XI (applause) , He 
had arranged for the First XI of the Royal Naval Barracks, 
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Portsmouth, to come to R eading on the 26th August to play ~he 
first match on the new Sports Ground and he felt the);' would.~ve 
our First XI a good match. The Secretary of tl: e PhysIcal Tramm.g 
School at Portsmouth told him they were lookmg forward to theIr 
visit as they remembered what a fine time they had at our fete 
last year. The Club had an excellent ground and splen~id players 
(applause). He would like again to thank Commander SlInonds for 
coming along that evening (applause). 

Mr. R. St. J. Quarry, in proposing the toast of the Berks & 
Bucks Football Association , coupled with it the name of Mr. Love. 
The officials of the Association spent practically the whole of their 
spare time in working for the Association and they owed them a 
great debt of gratitude (applause). They had to control so.me 400 
clubs and see that the matches were run smoothly, arrange fixtures, 
etc. It was owing to them and other Foot~all Associations th~t 
they were able to promote such good ~ellowshlp and sportsmanshIp 
throughout the country. That evemng there were more pr sent 
than last year and lasf year more than the year before. He felt 
very happy about that (applause). The Directors had given them 
an extremely fine sports ground (loud applause). He therefore 
thought , with that encouragement they would do even bette~ than 
they had in the past (applause). He took that opportumty to 
thank Mr. Povey for all the good work he had put mto the new 
sports ground (applause). They had h eld two big functions t~ere 
so far but the weather, on each occaSIOn, had proved very unkmd . 
They all knew the hard ~ork the offici~ls ~f the Berks & Bucks 
Football Association put mto that orgal1lsatIOn, so he called upon 
everyone present to stand up and honour the toast he had proposed 
(loud applause). 

Mr. M. E. Love, in response, thanked Mr. Quarry for the kind 
remarks he had made about their Association . He also thanked 
the Simonds' Football Club for their loyal support; by their displays 
on the football field and sporting spirit they were helping the great 
Firm with which their name was associated (applause). He 
congratulated the players and the teams for turning out week after 
week as they did . He was please? to hear. th.ey were to run a 
Minor League XI next season .. Wh~lst app~·e~latmg wha~ had been 
done by the Directors of the FIrm m proVlding t~ em WIth s.u~l: a 
wonderful sports ground, he would like to m.entIOn that v.lsltJng 
teams would also be able to enjoy and appreciate the benehts the 
Firm had provided (applause). On behalf of his . Associ~tion h.e 
thanked them all , for he knew they would carry on m plaYing theIr 
part in the grand old democratic game of football (applause). 

Mr. E . D. Simonds in proposing the toast of the Visitors 
said he was deputising that evening for Mr. F. C .. Hawk~s wl:~ was 
unwell and unable to be with them. Regarding their VISItors, 
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Mr. M. E. Love had been a member of the Berks & Bucks Football 
Association since I928, Hon. Secretary since I 934 and last Saturday 
week he was re-appointed to that very onerous duty for nex t 
season, at the Royal Albert Institute, Windsor, a position he would 
fill admirably (applause) . They also had Mr. W. Schofield who 
had been a member of the Berks & Bucks Football Council since 
I92I and Hon . Secretary of Division V. They had with them, too, 
Mr. S. A. Hedgington who has been, since I937, Hon. Secretary of 
the. ~eadi.ng a~d District Institute Football League and was 
fulftlllng his dutIes most capably (applause). He was sure everyone 
was pleased to have such distinguished visitors, especially as they 
now had a nice new room at the Club to show them, and extend 
hospitality. 

Mr. W. Schofield, replying, thanked them for the welcome tha t 
had been given and also for the help extended to him on the field 
of play. Last season he saw the first win, the first draw and the 
first defeat of the First XI of the Simonds' Football Club, so he 
had seen them play with a different result on each occasion. 
Nevertheless, they had in each in tance "played the game." He 
was gra teful for the invitation extended to him to be present at 
the opening of the new sports ground and for the welcome by the 
Directors he had met there (applause). He saw the Simonds' 
football team towards the end of last season and in view of the 
fact tha t they won 5 out of the last 6 matches he thought he must 
congratulate the Trainer for getting them in such fine trim 
(applause). As regards the Second XI they would be better next 
season as they were to run a third t eam to play in the Minor League 
and this was most heartening to him . It was a great pleasure to 
hear this and would be of great benefit. The Firm had turned 
out some fine footballers and good sportsmen, provided capable 
linesmen, and were rendering good service to the Referees Society 
as they were turning out some splendid referees (applause). When 
a club was fulfilling all those duties they were worthy of every 
s upport a nd he would like to see more supporting the matches, say, 
as they did two or three years ago. He remembered three years 
ago the imonds' Football Club playing Calcot Park when they had 
a t least 50 to 60 supporters giving the players plenty of vocal 
encouragement. He again thanked them for the invitation extended 
to him and he was pleased to accept Commander Dawson's invitation 
to be present at the match against the Royal Naval Barracks team 
on August 26th (applause). 

Mr. W. Bradford proposed the toast of the Chairman, saying 
it gave him much pleasure to do o. It was not the first occasion 
they had the honour of having Commander Sirnonds in the Chair 
and he had carried out his duties in the capable and breezy way 
they all knew he would (applause). They knew the Directors took 
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a great interest, not only in the football team, but in cricket, tennis 
and tug-of-war. When, at the children's treat on the sports ground 
last Saturday, he could not help remembering the names of t~e 
children whose fathers were players for the club and he felt m 
years to come they would be carrying on the work for the good old 
" Hop Leaf" as their fathers were doing now (applause). They 
were also pleased to welcome Mr. Duncan Simonds t~at ev~ning. 
He asked them all to drink to the health of their Chairman 
(applause) . 

This was done with musical honours to the tune of " For he's 
a j oIly good fellow ." 

Commander Simonds in reply thanked them all for the great 
compliment. He thought they would go from streng.th to strength. 
That was one of the reasons the Directorate had provided the sports 
ground, for they al~ felt" all work and no play made Jack a dull 
boy" (applause). He sympathised with Mr. Bradford that af~er 
all the work that had been done they had been so unfortunate With 
regard to the weather when the sports groun.d was opene.d and when 
the children's treat was held. Mr. SchofIeld had said that not 
only had the club good players but provided good linesmen and 
referees and he was pleased to hear this (applause). He pai~ a 
tribute to the Catering department for their good work that evemng, 
thanked the artistes for entertaining them so well and Messrs. 
Barnes & Avis for the radiogram accompanied with two excellent 
people to attend to it. 

Commander Simonds in making a presentation of a cheque to 
Mr. F. Pusey, remarked on his excellent services at all times and 
congratulated him on his organising ability (applause). 

After repeated calls of " speech," Mr. Pusey tendered his best 
thanks to them all. He said he felt it not only a great honour but 
a great pleasure to be Secretary of the Football Club and to work 
with such a fine body of sportsmen. He hoped nex t season they 
would have some trophies on the table to show their guests and to 
show the Directors their appreciation of their new sports ground 
(applause) . 

The following artistes (all Brewery talent by the way) 
contributed to the enjoyment of the evening :- Commander H. D. 
Simonds, Messrs. N. S. Evans, G. Cannings, H . Hooper, J. W. AlIen 
and J. W. D. Chard. 

The singing of God Save the King concluded a most enjoyable 
and memorable evening. 

W. DUNSTER. 
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FOOTBALL. 

REVIEW OF THE SEASON. 

Our season is now a thing of the past and the devotees of the 
bat and racket are having their turn, and may I take this oppor
tunity of wishing them all the very best of luck . 

O.ur position in the league is perhaps disappointing, but in 
summmg up the matches I find most of them were lost by the odd 
~oal ; f?r Instance, our games with Pressed Steel (Oxford) resulted 
m a wm for them by 3 goals to 2 in both matches, Calcot Park 
we lost away and won at home by the odd goal of 5, Binfield we 
lost away ~y 2 goals to 1 and won at home by 3 goals to 2, the two 
games agaInst. East Reading Adult School ended in a win away 
by 1 goal to nil and a draw of 3 goals each at home. Our friends 
at Sunninghill proved too strong for us in both games, defeating 
us by 5 goals to 1 at home and 5 goals to 3 away. Didcot Town, 
who defeated us by 7 goals to 2 on our ground, had a great shock 
when we paid the~ a visit .on May 1St and defeated them by 3 
goals to nil, for which we gaIned a Certificate of Merit. Newbury 
Tow~, who are generally our " bogey" team, were greatly dis
appomted for theJ:' only defeated us by 1 goal to nil on their ground, 
a~d we ran out WInners by 2 goals to nil on ours. Our two games 
With Caversham Athletic resulted in a win for us on both occasions. 
Teams that defeated us rather heavily in both games were Morris 
Motors, Thatcham, Slou~h, Redford Sports (Wycombe) and Walling
fo~d.' ~ut I must compliment the boys on playing the game in the 
spmt It should be played, sometimes under very trying circum
stances. 

N ow t~e cup ties . Our <;!raw in the first round of the Reading 
To.wn Semor Cup was agamst Caversham Athletic, the score 
beIng 2 all after extra time, but in the replay a fortnight later 
we defeated them by 3 goals to nil. In the next round we were 
drawn against Didcot Town at home and we made our exit by 
5 goals to 1. Next came the Berks and Bucks Cup, being 
drawn agamst Old St. SaVIOur's, a jnnior competition side. Our 
lads did n~t treat it as an easy game and ran out winners by 7 goals 
to I, but m the next round we were drawn against another junior 
combination team in St. Mary Magdalen, and this time we were 
beaten by 2 goals to 1. Then we were asked to play for the St. 
John Ambulance Charity Cup by the holders, Circuit Lane, and 
after a grand game we ran out winners by 5 goals to 2, thus ending 
?ur se~son, not a successful one, but one of good sporting games 
ID which we endeavoured to maintain our highest traditions for 
playing the game. 
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So much for the first team. Now let us turn to the second 
eleven, who had a very unsuccessful season, having to seek re
election to the league. To these players I raise my hat because 
they have played each week under very difficult conditions, naving 
to supply players as late as Saturday morning to the first team 
and hoping for the best that they would be able to fill their positions, 
sometimes net being able to, but still carrying on in a true sports
manlike way. 

May I take this opportunity of thanking all players and 
officials for the splendid support they have given me during the 
season, and may we have better luck on our own grand Sports 
Ground next year. 

SUMMARY OF GAMES PLAYED AND GOALSCORERS. 

First Eleven- Matches played , including cup ties, 32; won, II ; 

lost, 19; drawn, 2 . Goals- for, 64; against, 104. 
Second E leven- Matches played, including cup ties, 22 ; won, 3 ; 

IOSt, . I8 ; drawn, I. Goals- for, 36; against 107. 

First Eleven Goalscorers - A . Allen 41, A. Tuttle 5, P . Curtis 5, 
R. Pitts 2, C. Pidgeon 2, S. Tigar I, R. Braisher 4, 
G. Sayers I, D . Jacobs I, V. Hedgington I, J. AlIen I. 

Second Eleven Goalscorers- J. Allen 8, V. Allen 7, H . Ward 6, 
L. Drew 4, R. Ford 2, P . Curtis, W . Shurville, G. Kerry, R. 
Clark, S. Tigar, W. Benham, J. J effcoat , A. Thompson, R. 
Braisher I each. 

F.P. 

A GREAT THOUGHT. 

Speaking at the London Guildhall" welcome home" banquet, the 
King referred to " our great Commonwealth of Nations" and added :-

" It was the i esire to serve the ideals of that Commonwealth which 
led me to 1'/'ndertake my journey; to foster its sane and wholesome 
faith; to show, if I could, that its headship, which I have been called 
upon to assume, exists to-day as a potent f orce for promoting peace and 
good will among manhind. 

" These were the objects that I, and the Q$£een with me, set out 
to fulfil. 

" It will lve a source of thanhfulness to 1I£S all our lives long if we 
have in some sort succeeded." 
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WORDS OF WISDOM. 
Gi:-e your pet weakness a knock-out blow. It will never be 

worth Its keep. 

. You will never get the best ou t of a man if you can only see 
hIS faults. 

Those who dig the garden do not always gather the fruits. 

A man's reach should exceed his grasp, or what's a Heaven 
for ? 

We do not really start our ed ucation until we leave school. 

Do you know what a pessimist is? A man who thinks 
everybody as nasty as himself, and hates them for it. 

Eye me, blest Providence, and square my trial 
To my proportion 'd st rength. 

What though success will not attend on all? 
Who bravely dares must sometimes risk a fall. 

. Fan:e is not popularity . . .. It is the spirit of a man surviving 
hImself 1ll the minds and thoughts of other men. 

Fortune has rarely condescended to be the companion of 
genius. 

Romance cannot be put into quantity production-the moment 
love becomes casual, it becomes commonplace. 
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THE SOCIAL CLUB. 

On Saturday, 20th May, a party of about 30 members of the 
Social Club journeyed to Aldershot to play off the return 
Tournament of Games with the Sergeants' Mess, 12th Royal 
Lancers at Warburg Barracks. 

Arriving by charabanc and cars about 7.30 p .m., it was obvious 
from the warmth of our reception that a very jolly and convivial 
evening could be anticipated and , as events proved , we were not 
disappoin ted . 

Snooker and darts were the first games to be started, after 
which the " Shooting Party" were escorted to the rifle range for 
a tournament . We, the visitors, had first shot and, in consequence, 
I am afraid that several of our t eam showed distinct signs of nerves 
and consequently the shooting at the commencement was rather 
'! off the mark, " although perhaps one must admit that aft er being 
accustomed to our own small range it was rather an ordeal to fire 
on such a long and spacious one. However, after making these 
excuses for the" hiding " which we eventually received, I must say 
that our team improved as the shoot progressed and we did not do 
too badly. We then had what for us was rather a novelty and 
that was revolver firing. This was very interesting, although I can 
assure you that the swinging pipes t arget is a very difficult mark 
and to be successful one requires a very good eye. The Mess 
offered a prize for the highest score on the range made by a member 
of the Simonds' party and this was won by Mr. L. R. Knight of the 
Stables department who, it is very interesting to note, is an old 
12th Royal Lancer. The prize took the form of a very handsome 
silver spoon in a case bearing the 12th Royal Lancers' crest . This 
little presentation by the Sergeants' Mess was a very happy thought 
on their part and was much appreciated . The shoot then being 
finished we left the range; we also left a lot of " empties " there 
and they were not all cartridge cases ! ! 

After being very much engaged with snooker , darts, etc., a 
very enjoyable hour was spent at " Tippit." This caused consider
able amusement and perhaps I may be excused if I say that the 
" Titbit" of the evening was the " Tippit ." 

The refreshments with which we were so kindly supplied were 
very nice and the Sergeant Cook was voted many congratulations . 
on the tasty and decorative way in which the various snacks were 
prepared for us. Needless to say these were very much enjoyed 
by us all. 
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. In passing, I should like to say how much we appreciated 
havmg the company of Mr. F . H . V. Keighley. We all felt very 
hapgy to ,~now that our l~ttle " Regimer:t " from the Brewery had 
an O.c. for such a regImental gathenng. 

.Mr. R. Pa~ce , who had journeyed from Andover, was of 
consIderable aSSIstance to us in the tournament, and he certainly 
seems to have made himself quite at home at the Mess. 

On the return journey the general expression was that an 
exceedingly enjoyable evening had been spent and we do hope that 
a similar" home and home" tournament can be arranged later. 

To the members of the Sergeants' Mess of the 12th Royal 
Lancers, we say " Thank you ." 

SIMONDS' LAWN TENNIS CLUB. 

The halfway stage of the 1939 season has now been reached 
and, although the weather has not been too kind, many enjoyable 
hours have been spent on the courts. Our membership this year 
has been doubled, some really good tennis has been seen, and all 
the younger players are showing greatly improved form since the 
early days of May. 

. With reg~rd to matches-May 13th saw us open our programme 
1ll the BerkshIre Inter-Club Championship with a visit to Wokingham 
and, although the match resulted in a draw of 6 rubbers all, we 
lost by 16 sets to 13, 147 games to 142. As our players were 
unaccustomed to grass court play this was quite a good performance. 

The following Sa~urday, old friends and rivals from Huntley & 
Palmers were entertamed and after a most enjoyable aft ernoon we 
retired winners by 5 rubbers to 3. On the same afternoon our 
Ladies' team visited the Reading University, but after some very 
close games the Lady Students gained the day by 5 rubbers to 4. 

. Bulmershe L.T.C. provided us with our next championship 
fIxture on June 3rd at their courts. All our players were in great 
form and we gained a fine victory by 9 rubbers to 3. 

An evening trip to the Island Bohemian Club on the 14th June 
rewarded us with a further success by 4 rubbers to 3 over the 
Reading Post Office, excellent form being shown by Messrs. C. H . 
Perrin and C. L. Langton . We must, however , thank our Post 
Office friends for a very enjoyable time. 

I A visit on June 17th to Southcote Park saw us force a draw 
of 6 rubbers all, but we again lost in sets, by 17 to 12, after a pleasant 
afternoon's play. 
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Our own tournaments are now well under way and it is hoped 
to complete the second round of the Gents' singles by the 17th 
July. 

Two American tournaments, arranged by Commander P . F. M. 
Dawson, have been held, the first on June 4th being won by Mr. 
and Mrs. S. Holloway, and the second on June 25th, the Wlllners 
being Mr. A. H. Turner and Mrs. K. Smeed. 

R.H. 

THE WHITE LIO , EGHAM, LADIES' DART TEAM. 

This ladies' team arc the first winners of the Ladies' Darts 
League. We b li eved this to be the first la~i es' da~· ts league. in 
the country, but this ha been dIsputed. It I~ certalllly the fI!st 
ladies' league in the southern counties. Holdll1g the cup, whIch 
was presented by the Isleworth Brewery , IS Mrs. Scutch y, th 
captain. 

On behalf of this brewery Mr. Martin presented the cup- also 
medals to the team- at the White Lion on Friday, June 2nd. 
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" BEST-BELOV'D." 

Long years ago when Oxford first I knew 
Her beauty like a flame my spirit drew : 
She took me as a lover to her heart 
And from that love I'll nevermore depart. 

But when shall I revisit those dear scenes 
- The lawns of Trinity- the gate of Queen's, 
When saunter down The High-to enter in 
And pace the leafy groves of Magdalen ? 

- View when again St. John's sweet garden-flowers 
The Christ church meadows and the chapel towers . 
Or white and ruffled swans of Worcester's lake 
And when to Merton's bells shall I awake? 

I weary for the shade where waters run 
- Where winding Cherwell shelters from the sun. 
And this the vision that my soul desires 
- Pink almond bloom ; grey walls; and gracious spires. 

Oh! City of the Present and the Past 
For ever o'er the world your spell is cast. 
Oh! Oxford, best-belov'd from sea to sea, 
Across the years your chimes are calling me ! 
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S. E. COLLlNS . 

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS. 

BLACK-OUT ON THE NIGHT OF MAY 6TH-7TH, 1939. 

It was unfortunate that at the last meeting in the Club a 
number of the A.R.P. Personnel who took part in the general 
black-out over Reading and the Brewery were not able to b present 
owing to holidays and bu ine . 

The objects of th exercise were to test the efficiency of our 
A.R.P. organisation, the need for co-operation ?~tw en ~ardel!s , 
First Aid Decontamination, Rescue and DemolitIOn PartIes, FIre 
Brigade ;nd Auxiliary Fire Services, to ascertain the effect iveness 
of the Company's Headquarters Post, to ~ est the e~ficiency .of 
Runners and Telephone system, and to exerCIse the \lanou.s partIes 
in their duties under condition of darkness, and to obtalll useful 
information as to the efficiency of the Brewery organisation, 
individually and collectively. To put in force the lighting restric
tions so that the Brewery buildings might be screened from ~nemy 
aircraft and to test the main telephone exchange, the worklllg of 
the equipment store and a host of other minor details . 
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IN TWO PHASES. 

The exercise was taken in two phases, the first attack by enemy 
aircraft was timed to take place at 12.23 a.m. (0.23) and the second 
attack at 1.8 a.m. It was noted that our air raid warning signal 
was about eight seconds late. This was extremely good, and is 
accounted for by the fact that the telephone operator had to inform 
the power house and they had to pull over the necessary switch to 
operate the siren. 

The number of the personnel operating was 127 out of a total 
of 240. 

The reason that all were not employed is that in actual warfare 
our organisation would have to be on duty for seven days a week, 
and 24 hours a day, and we therefore could not use the whole for 
one attack. 

In the first phase of the attack ten incidents were staged, 
seven incendiary bombs causing two petrol fires, three minor fires 
and one major fire, two high explosive bombs causing damage to 
buildings, and casualties, and one gas bomb causing a number of 
casualties. 

In this raid the incidents were not actual, but were only 
portrayed by the Umpire to the Warden, the Warden acting on the 
picture painted by the Umpire, sending messages by the telephone 
or runner to headquarters, and from there messages were relayed 
to the parties concerned who proceeded to the spot and explained 
to the Umpires what they would do under the circumstances. 

In the majority of cases this first phase was carried out 
extremely well, and where Wardens were unable to telephone they 
sent in their messages to headquarters or tQ the services required 
by runner. The messages as a whole were good, and the work of 
the headquarters was very fair. 

In the second phase nine incidents were staged, and in this 
attack maroons were used and actual incendiary bombs were fired, 
also imitation gas bombs with liquid were exploded. Smoke 
bombs were also used to make the exercise more realistic. Seven 
incendiary bombs were dropped, two of which caused petrol fires , 
five minor fires and one major fire. One mustard gas bomb caused 
a considerable crater and splashes of liquid gas, and one H.E. 
bomb demolished some old buildings. There were numerous 
casualties, one man being trapped under the collapsed building, 
represented by a dummy. 
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WORK OF THE WARDENS AND UMPIRES. 

A~ in the ~irst raid, the Wardens carried out their duties in 
~eportmg the mCl?ents to . headquarters, these incidents being 
lelayed to th~ vanous services,. and ~he Umpires taking note of 
how the serVIces performed their duties. A number of mistakes 
were made, several of which we have since been able to rectify. 

Co-operation was very fair and if all the messages had been 
sent .through c?rr~ctly the services required would have been on 
the site of the mCldent more quickly. 

~he .exercise show~~ us that we ' shall require a good deal of 
practice m message wntmg and reporting incidents before we are 
perfect. It also showed us the use of runners and their effectiveness 
In the. event of a breakdown in ~he telephone system. The co
op~ratlOn bet.ween the van?us pa.rtJes was good, the First Aid Party 
bemg exceptIOnally &,ood m their work, and gaining considerable 
knowledge and expenence from the exercise. 

The Decontamination Party. were good and worked extremely 
well. The Rescue and DemolItIOn Party carried out their work 
with despatch and it was only a short while after they were on the 
scene that the d~moli~hed building was cleared, the dummy 
rescued, and the First Aid Party allowed to attend to the injuries. 

FIRE BRIGADE WERE EXCELLENT. 

~fhe Fire Brigade were excellent, but an unfortunate incident 
depnved them of full marks inasmuch as one of the water mains 
had be~n turned off and the suction pipe of the pump had in some 
myst~nous way got out of order. However, in a short while, before 
the. fire had really done any considerable damage, water was 
available and the fire put out. This was a most useful experience 
and a number of lessons were learnt. Special praise is due to the 
~arden attending this incident as he kept headquarters fully 
mformed throughout the whole period. 

The Auxiliary Fire Services (Petrol Fires) did as well as could 
be expected as the parties were only formed a few days before the 
actual black-out, as the foam pumps were not available earlier. 

The Fire Parties (Incen~iary Bomb~) were exceedingly good in 
all ~ases .and dealt WIth their bombs With great despatch, special 
praise bemg due to Party No. 2. 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF HEADQUARTERS POST. 

I.t was proved that the headquarters post requires considerable 
practice, and ~though they effectively dealt with the majority of 
messages commg ~hrough, 'errors were made, causing a certain 
amount of confUSIOn. Runners proved very effective, but un
fortunately some messages were delayed owing to the runners not 
being conversant with the different parts of the Brewery. 
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The telephone system was good and a number of messages 
were received by headquarters. 

A considerable amount of very useful information was collected 
and has led to revision in many sections. 

It was also proved beyond doubt that we require far more 
experience in message writing, and the conveying of messages from 
one point to another. Wardens require more knowledge in the 
details of their work , especially as regards gas and patrolling. 

PERSON NEL KNOW THEIR WORK. 

In conclusion, with slight alterations the organisation proved 
sound, and individually the personnel know their work, but 
collectively much more practical experience is required to make the 
organisation 100 per cent. effective. We must bear in mind that 
when at war it is not an eight hour day, five and a half days a week, 
but a twenty-four hour day for seven clays a week. A separate 
organisation will be brought into operation shortly whereby this 
will be made possible. We hope to complete the scheme, thereby 
catering for a certain number of our staff to be continually at the 
Brewery, meals and beds being provided. 

Photo by l [ Mr. N. S. Evalls. 

"Our Bill" before the Raid, but he was not so cheerful after the 
Demolition Party had got at him. 
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SUPPORT 

SIMONDS' DARTS LEAGU E 

AND ENJOY 

CONVIVIAL AND SPORTING WINTER EVENINGS. 
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1938-39 has been a record season, with five divisions of 12 
teams and a membership of over 700 . 

The .Committee would .like to take this opportunity of thanking 
our PreSIdent (Mr. L. A. Slmonds) for the help which he has given 
the league. 

SIMONDS' DARTS LEAGUE, 1939. 
DIVI S ION " A ." 

The White H orse, E mmer Green 
(winner), u 6 points. 

T he rown ('runner-up), J 1 2 points, 
The Bell , Ox ford R oad. 
Victoria Arms, Wokingha m. 
Brewery T a p. 
W aggon and H orses, T wy ford . 
R ed Cow " A." 
Blue Lion. 
Bedford Arms. 
New Inn , Reading, 
Shades. 
Bell Inn , T wyford . 

DIV1 S10 N "B." 
The Three Tuns (winI1er) , 1 21 

points. 
Fox and H ounds, Caversha m 

(runner-up), J 19 points, 
F arriers Arms, Spencers \;Vood, 
Anglers Arms, 
Oatsheaf " A ." 
J olly Brewers" A, " 
Star " A," Caversha m. 
Rising Sun , Wokingha m. 
The Bear Inn , Tilehurst . 
Leopold Arms. 

DIV1SION " C." 

H orncastl e "A " (wi llner) , 1 37 

points, 
Ye WaIters Arms, Bear W ood 

(ru n ner-"p) , 1J4 points, 
S ta r " B," Caversha m. 
Prince of Wales, Tilehurst . 
Dreadnought, 

DIVI SION" c. "- contd. 
Sailors ' H ome. 
R oya l Station H otel, T wy ford . 
R ose a nd T histle. 
New 'Inn , E versley. 
J.eopold Arms, 
Oatshea f " B. " 

DI V IS IO N " D. " 

Fox a nd H oul'lds, Tilehurst (Wi1I'11U) 
1 26 points. 

J ack o f Both Sides (runn er-lip), 
10 ] points. 

Greyhound. 
New Inn " E, " Oxford R oad. 
Brewery Ta p. 
.Red Cow" B." 
Bedford Arms" B." 
Fishermens' Cot tage. 
Tha tched Cottage, E mbrook. 
Waggon a nd H orses. 
T he Bell " B," Oxford R oad . 

D I V I SJON (( E ." 

The London T a vern (wi1111 f.r) , 10c,) 
point . 

Fox a nd H ounds, aver ha m 
(r llnner-up) , J 07 points. 

J.i t tl e Crown . 
Welling ton Arms. 
J-I orncas tle " E ." 
J oily Brewers " E ." 
Brunswick . 
Roebuck H ote l, Tilehurst. 
Three Tuns" H." 

rown Hotel, Caversham . 
Wy nford Arms. 



Preliminary round 
Semi-finals ... 

Final 
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FINALS, APRIL 25TH, 1939. 

London Tavern beat Horncastle "A," 5-4. 
Fox and Hounds, Ti lehurst beat Three Tuns " A," 

5-3· 
White Horse, Emmer Green beat London Tavern, 

5- 0 . 

Fox and Hounds, TilehuTst beat White Horse, 5-4. 

THE READING GAZETTE SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Semi-finals ... W . Partridge of "Horncastle" beat S. Langlord 
" Anglers Arms." 

G. Warner of " Fox and Hounds" beat J. Rowland 
Three Tuns " A." 

Final W. Partridge beat J. Rowlands. 

WINNERS OF TROPHIES. 

H. & G. Simonds Championship Cup and Ringers Challenge Cup. 
Fox and Hounds, Tilehur~t (winner). 

H. & G. Simonds Challenge Shield. 
White Horse, Emmer Green (runner-up). 

Smith's Crisps Challenge Shield. 
Three Tuns, Reading. 

W. D. & H. O. Wills Challenge Cup. 
Horncastle "A." 

Bar Billiards Challenge Cup. 
London Tavern. 

Reading Gazette Challenge Cup (singles championship). 
W. Partridge. 

Special Prize for Highest Score of the Evening (140). 
G. Prictoe of "White Horse," Emmer Green. 

Special Award for not Losing a Game all the Season. 
Horncastle. 

THE LIGHTER SIDE. 

* * * * 
An Australian girl bought a ticket at a London Tube station 

and absent-mindedly threw it away. When she arrived at her 
destination the ticket-collector held out his hand. 

" Ticket, please," he said. 

" I'm afraid I've lost it," said the girl. 

"Then you'll have to pay again. Where have you come 
from? " 

" Australia." 

"Lumme! " 
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CRICKET. 

INTERESTING REVIEW BY OUR WORTHY HON. SECRETARY, 

MR. JELLEY. 
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Another month has flown by and as far as Saturdays were 
concerned we have not been seriously inconvenienced by weather 
conditions. We have carried out the full fixture list-and that is 
something! . 

For the period now under review the" A .. Team have played 
five; they won two, lost two and tied the other. The" B " Team 
played four and finished up even. 

Let us look at them in sequenc and try to pick out a few 
of the high lights . 

May 27th- BROADMOOR STAFF, 124, v. " A" TEAM, 96. 

Played at Broadmoor, but we found our tail was too long. 
Broadmoor had the first knock and made a good start, 36 runs 
on the board before a wicket fell. The score and fall of wickets then 
went on fairly steadily: 6 down for 75, then came a stand which 
put on another 25. The game then swung into our favour and the 
next three men only added 4 runs. It being a twelve-a-side game, 
we were sitting rather pretty, but that last wicket put on 20. 
Hedgington (4 for 27) and Tozer (4 for 23) were the star bowlers 
that day. 

When it came to batting we suffered an early reverse, Tigar 
leaving with only 5 runs registered. Tozer and Busby got going 
and add d 34 before being separated, and then Hedgington came 
in and another 20 went up. Of the remaining men, only F. Benham 
(rr not out) put up any resistance, and only 38 runs were made 
by the nex t eight men. Hall 's seven wickets cost 4 runs each and 
he was well supported by Smith (3 for 27). 

June 3rd- READING UNIVERSITY 2ND XI, 142, V. "A" TEAM, 
155 for 4 declared. 

It will be seen that this was a batsman 's day, nearly 300 runs 
in an afternoon was not bad going. We got the most and completed 
a useful double. 

We batted first and although the first wicket fell at 9, the 
next partnership, between Josey and Busby, put us on the royal 
road. They made 43 before being separated. Then Tozer added 
his quota and the fourth wicket fell at 107. Crutchley and Neville, 
28 and 39 respectively, were both in and batting confident ly when 
the tea interval was called and our innings declared closed. 
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The 'Varsity had a shock when the first man departed with 
I run in the book. Thomas and Hopkins went on and made 56. 
Brennard was the next man in and 32 runs were made. 

The fall of the wickets for the first four men on both sides 
was very similar, but there it ended, for our bowlers took over 
command of the game and from 99 for 4 it ended just on time 
at 142. 

A special word on the excellent fielding of our boys. Many 
runs were saved and three good catches were held. 

Tigar took 4 for 36 in 10 overs, but Busby, following on his 
work in the field, had 4 overs and took 4 for 7. 

June loth-COMMANDER H . D. SIMONDS XI, 70, v. " A " TEAM, 70 . 

A suggestion had been made to try an innovation for this game, 
viz., for each man to bowl two overs and each batsman to receive 
the equivalent, that is 16 balls, each run to count out, and a forfeit 
of 5 runs for every time a man was out. As it was a possibility 
for a batsman to be out with every ball he received, the side might 
have finished up with a minus score. 

After further consideration it was decided to play orthodox 
cricket and we went in to bat. Scores of 17, 10 and IS, by 
Hedgington, Crutchley and Neville respectively, were ~he chief 
contributions from our side and a total of 70 was not unsahsfactory. 

Tea was taken in the interval and votes of thanks passed to 
Commander Simonds for the continued interest taken in this annual 
event and to the ladies for the excellent tea provided. Commander 
Simonds suitably replied. 

We then took the fi eld and C. and L. Leversuch opened the 
proceedings, putting on 35 before being separa ted. Mr. Ashby 
joined forces against us and made II ; those were the top scores. 
It certainly looked as though we were going to get a good licking, 
for 68 runs were on the board with only 6 wickets down . A change 
in bowling altered the state of the game completely, for Hedgington 
took 3 wickets in one over at a cost of 2 runs. The last man came 
in with 69 runs on the board and struck a ball straight to a fielder, 
but it went off at a tangent after hitting the ground and a run 
was made, bringing the totals level. The second ball in the next 
over was too good and we retired well satisfied with having ' tied 
in a most interesting game. 

Mr. Eric came to see a part of the home team's innings and 
was very pleased at the exciting finish . Needless to say our team 
were delighted to see him again at Eversley. 
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June I7th- " A" TEAM, 86, v. MR . L. D. SEARS XI, 133 for 7 
declared. 

This match was arranged through our Mr. Card well and 
proved most entertaining. Mr. Sears had several of the 
" Wanderers" in his team and, having won the toss, elected to 
bat. We got the first wicket down for 20, but Gough (a Wokingham 
London Roa? player) and Hawes put on 63 before Busby held a 
good catch. In the deep. Another wicket fell quickly, but Mr. 
Sears came In and the Score mounted to 121. Three more wickets 
went down for the addition of 12 runs and then " tea" was called. 
The declaration came at the same time, leaving Gough 2 runs short 
of his 50. 

We went fairly well for a time, making 65 for 4. Then came 
a slump and we were all out for 86. Josey, Busby, Cardwell and 
Hedgington all returned double figures but twice we had to stave 
off the hat trick. At the fall of the ninth wicket Parker had swept 
the board and it certainly did look as if he was going to have the 
honour of claiming the lot. However the ball was safely delivered 
into the receptive hands of Mr. Sears at the other end and so ended 
a match where the luck of the game turned against us . 

It has been suggested that a Sunday match be arranged with 
Mr. Sears in September, when he would again bring a good team 
along. 

June 24th- READING AERODROM E, 39, V. " A" TEAM, Ill. 

After a lapse of several years we renewed acquaintance with 
the Aerodrome Club. This is only a single fixture, with the game 
at Woodley. Rain on Friday and again during Saturday morning 
made the pitch on the damp side. Having won the toss " Skipper " 
Crutchley elected to have first use of the wicket. 

Our start was far from promising, for we lost an opening 
batsman in the first over without any runs. It was really left 
to the middle men to tide us over what looked like being a very 
Iow score. However Tozer (19) , Crutchley (IS), Ncville (20) and 
W. Brown (22) raised the score nicely and our total topped the 
century again. 

Tea was taken during the interval and we then took the field. 
If our start was poor, what can be said of our opponents? They 
had an early shock and n v r recoverd . Ford, the opening 
batsman, stayed in a long time but only put 6 runs in the book. 
" Mr. Extras," with 13, wa top scor r. The Aerodrome only had 
ten batsmen. 
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From the bowling point of view Reed of the ~erodrome too.k 
3 for 16, which was the best performance. Tlgar helped I11S 
analysis along by taking 5 for 17. Cru tchley took 2 for 4 and 
N evil le 2 for I. 

ow for the second string. There was no match on May 27 th 
as we were unable to arrange a fixture. 

June 3rd- " B " TEAM, 87, v. R EAD ING POST OFFICE SPORTS, 30. 

As will be seen from the scores above, this was an easy win 
for our lads. Batting first on the Sports Ground, the start was 
inauspicious and three opening men only returned 4 runs between 
them . It was left to Barrett (21) and Hammond (22) to make 
a show. W. Benham, Treacher and J effcoat made useful scores. 
There was no outstanding perfo rmance by the P .O. bowlers. 

When the visitors commenced their innings they found 
Iremonger and Farmer on top of their form. Their avera.ges were 
4 for 14 and 5 for 12 respecti.vely. The former Just mIssed th~ 
hat trick, although he got 3 wicket lJ1 one over. Four down fOI 

24 and nine down for the sam total, It was left to the last partner
shi p to add another six . 

June Ioth-Y.M.C.A., 134 for 4 declared, v. " B " TEAM, 68. 

Another home game, but the decision went very much ag~ins t 
us. The Y.M.C.A. had first knock and apparently appreciated 
our nice ground , for they put on 37, 23, 33 an? 41 for the .first 
4 wickets and then said enough . Cook (57), Davls (35) and Chf~on 
(21 not out) were the chief executioners. Th really outstandIng 
feature from our point of view is that only two by s were recorded 
in this big score . Good work, " keeper " ! 

Four" ducks" are the first thing one sees in our ba tting list , 
also two" run-outs," which, unfortunately, happened to men who 
were making a few. 

Fi Id (18), Hillier and Pitts (15 each) and Hammond (10) made 
58 out of our tota l of 68. 

Dollimore took 5 wickets a t a cost of 29 runs. 

June I7th- " B " TEAM, 95, V. P ANGBOURNE AND TIDMARSH, 62. 

The pendulum swung over again, and as the .game was played 
away from home the win was all the more creditable. 

We batted first and, as seems usual , soon lost a wicket . The 
second and third fell shortly after and then we started to pull 
round . F. Benham held his end up and made 14. Then followed 
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Hammond (10), Doe (13), Farmer (21) and W. Benham (21 not 
out), which, aided by " Mr. Extras," with IS, raised the total to 
a respectable figure. 

It is quite apparent tha t there was not a proper understanding 
between the Wickets, or the fielding was ex tra good, for three 
" run-outs" a re recorded in this innings. 

Pummell and Cox ach took 3 wickets for 33 and 23 respectively. 

Pangbourne se t about thei r task as though it would be easy 
to pass our total, and 40 were on the board at the fall of the third 
wicket. Three sets of double figures in the first four names! 
Our bowlers thought that was too much of a good thing and, aided 
by good " hands " in the field, turned the game round . Six catches 
were held and Field came out with 4 for 10. Iremonger (3 for 30) 
and Whitmore (2 for 17) were the op ning pair, and W. Benham, 
who only had one over, took a wicket at a cost of 2 runs. 

Jun 24th- " B " TEAM, 65, V. TYLNEY H ALL AND ROTHERWICI<, 
158 for 6 declared. 

Again the see-saw ! We were left at the bottom. Th is was 
a new set of friends and a the ports Ground was required for the 
Children's Treat we had to find oth r pa tures. We w re fortunate 
in obtaining a pitch on the 01 ] oe l's Playing Field . Tatu rally 
we would have liked to have welcomed Rotherwick to our own 
ground. 

The visitors batted first and it was een that we had a task 
far from easy. Iremonger could not ge t going and the brunt of 
the bowling fell to Farmer and Field. The fi elding again seems 
to have assisted the bowlers, for 5 wickets fell to catch s. Needless 
to say, bowling averages uffered. R. Chapman (41 not out) and 
other scores of 23, 21 and 20 were mainly responsible for the century 
and a half regi tered against us. 

No" run-outs " but where were the bat men? Hammond (3 1 ) 

and Field (10) were the only men to make anything like a stand. 

A. Poulter in just under 9 overs took 7 wicket a t an average 
cost of 4 runs. 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MATCHES. 

Up to the present only thr e matches have been play d, the 
Offices having played two and won one, the urveyors two (also 
halved) , Delivery one, which they won, and The Re t one, which 
they 10 t. The tourney, therefore, i still very open. 
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May 30th-OFFICES, II3 for 4, v. REST OF BREWERY, 6S· 

Not a bad score for an evening 's cricket! The Offices batted 
first and thanks to J ames (44), Hedgington (24) and Hammond 
(18 not out) had a useful score to make The Rest think about. 

Busby contributed over half of The Rest's score and" Mr. 
Extras" was second on the list. 

Hedgington and Doe shared the bowling , each claiming 
5 wickets. 

June 5th- OFFICES, 80, v. SURVEYORS, 88 for 9. 

The Surveyors batted first and although two wickets fell early 
Crutchley and Brown staved off a collapse. Then Commander 
Dawson and E . Greenaway followed their example and the score 
mounted steadily. 

Hedgington took 7 wickets for 31 runs. 

A second wicket stand between Doe and J ames, which brought 
the score to SI , looked as though the Offices would have a second 
victory to their credit, but they just could not beat the clock and 
the keen bowling of their opponents. Two " run-outs" did not 
help matters, and when .. time" was called the Surveyors had a 
majority of 8 run . F. Chandler claimed 5 wickets for 2S runs . 

June 12th- DeLIVERY, 77 for 5, v. SURVEYORS, 75 for 6. 

This was a very close game, the Delivery just having the 
better of the argument. Unfortunately a very la te start was made 
and the winners had the advantage of the better light . It is difficult 
to know how to overcome this state of affairs. It can only be put 
as a certain gentleman remarked, .. It is unfortunate tha t the best 
time of the year for sport should coincide with the Firm's busiest 
period." 

To get back to the game, Tigar (30) and Tozer (25) put the 
Delivery in a fairl y strong position, but the Surveyors set about 
their task and Cardwell (Il ) and Chandler (23) gave them 
encouragement. Whitmore followed with 20, but the effort just 
failed . Captain Drewe had the misfortune in the last over 
to have his glasses broken by a ball which he could not follow. 

It has been decided to play Sunday matches and several 
fixtures have been arranged. It is hoped that most of these games 
will be played on the Sports Ground and supporters and all visitors 
will be welcomed. The first match is against Mr. C. Leggett's Xl 
on July 9th. Teas and other refreshments can be obtained on the 
ground. 
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.. SPRING FASHIONS." 

Our friends all tell us what to wear 
Spring fashion hints are in the air. ' 
The sm~rtest colour, newest style, 
Such thmgs as these our minds beguile . 

Though fash ions change with passing days 
Our style is popular always. 
An~ even those who cannot spare 
A SlIver com, may have their share. 

The fashion of a smiling face, 
Of shining hair and body's grace, 
Of spotless glove and polished shoe, 
And hearts that hold pring's glory too. 

This is the fashion th at will last 
However many years go past. 
So, ,clean and fresh and swe t and gay 
Let s greet the sun with each new day. 

SoS 

A.L. (Bulford), in The r mperial Club 
Magazine . 

ReprOlI1,ceti by kifltl pcrmissiOH 01] [Mrssrs. Lc)'lan" Molors LltI . 

One of~our Lorries leaving The Horse Guards 
Whitehall. ' 
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WHO IS IT? 

This photograph was takcn in 1890. \~ho is the g.cntleman 
depicted? A prize will be awarded to the wn~er of the first letter 
opened by the Editor, giving the corrcct solutIOn . 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT OUTING. 

On Saturday, June 24 th , 43 members of the Building Depart
ment travelled on thc annual outing, the venue being Margate, 
where a vcry nj oyable day was spent , although the weather was 
not too kind and deterred several from tak ing a dip in the" briny." 

The party was accommodated in a reserved saloon coach on 
th · 6·5 a. m. tra in from Reading, arriving back at LIS on unday 
morning, which gave approximat ly I2 hours at the sea. 

As usual th e Committee worked hard both before and on the 
day, a nd saw tha t everyone was regaled with plentiful supplies of 
Simonds' Beer and solid refre hmcnt. 

One party took advantage of the long day to take a trip in the 
111 aid of Orleans to France, and from aU accounts dicl themselves 
well. 

Thanks are clue to " Archie " Lake for the use of the musical (?) 
instrument , Mr. Evans (the organist), the beauty chorus from 
Messrs. Pettys, and Mr. Rolfe of the Southern Railway, for the 
care with which he made all arrangements. 

The photograph appearing above shows the party prior to 
starting. 

C. G. L AWRENCE . 
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2 ND LIEUTENANT ERIC KIRBY. 

Second Lieutenant E. W. Kirby, of the 8th Batt. Middlesex 
Regiment (T.A.), has been grant d a .commissio~ in the Royal 
Army Service Corps, and commenced his new dutIes on July 1St, 

1939· 

He was the recipient on leaving our Staincs Branch of a 
handsome wrist watch, subscribed for by all the staff. Mr. William 
Mercer, the Manager, said they were very sorry to lose Mr. Kirby 
and would follow his progress in hi new profession with the keenest 
interest. On behalf of the staff he wished Mr. Kirby the very best 
of luck and hoped to hear of his continued sllccess . 
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CHILDRE 's TREAT. 

SPLENDIDLY ORGAN1SED AND HlGHLY ENJOYABLE EVENT. 

aturday, 
members' children to a Treat on th ports Ground. Th event 
was omewhat m.arred by rain , but it was evident that it required 
far more t~ an ram to damp the enthusiasm and enjoyment of the 
chIldren. [he bad weather, however, was re pon ible for the 
cancellation of the vi it of Mrs. F. A. Simonds. We had much 
looked forward to the pleasure of Mrs. Simonds' first visit to the 
ground, and it was a great disappointment to everyone that she 
could not be present . We do hope to welcome her at some future 
occasion . 

A good programme of rac s to fit children of all ages was 
drawn up by the Committ e, in which the greater number took 
part, and the following were th e successful prizewinner :_ 

Rays (5 .1'eaJ's) 30 yards Plat Race. 
l- Brian Ed wards 2- Chris lVIi ll s 

jJ()ys (6 years) 30 )lcmls Flat I?ace. 
3- Davicl Venner 

l - Rona ld l-i a l11 b lin 2-J. Nil11l11o 
130ys (7 and 8 years) 50 yards Flal Ra.ce. 

3-Rus ell Nu nn 

l- Hegina lcl Tigar 2-Fra n is Boniface 
110.1'5 (9 and 10 )Ica'rs) 50 yards Flal Roce. 

I- Hona ld No rri s 2- Thol11a B lnkc 

3-Eric l11ith 

3- Peter H a le 
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Boys (1I and 12 years) 80 y ards Flat Race. 
1-James BlackIord 2-David Norris 3-Peter Dibley 

Girls (6 years) 30 yards Flat Ra.ce. 
I - Margaret Latham 2- June Rogers 3-Pamela Dainton 

Girls (7 and 8 years) 50 yards Flat Race. 
I- Georgina Vockins 2-Thelma Pickett 3-Betty Spence "1 

Girls (9 and 10 years) 50 yards Flat Race. 
I-Joyce Vockins 2- Beryl Blake 3-Mavis Nunn 

Girls (1I and 12 years) 80 yards Flat Race. 
I- Betty Freeman 2-Rita J ones 3-Hilda Blake 

Boys and Girls (5 years) Balloon Race. 
I-Brian Edwards 2-Ernest Allum 3- Mary Kent 

Boys and Girls (6 years) Balloon Race. 
I- Ronald Hamblin ' 2-Margaret Latham 3-J . Nimmo 

Boys (7 and 8 years) Btm Race. 
I-Francis Boniface 2-Reginald Tigar 3-Arthur Clark 

Boys (9 and 10 years) Bun Race. 
I-Thomas Blake 2-Terry Dibley 3- Brian Saunders 

Boys (I I and 12 years) Sack Race. 
r-Eric Wells 2-Tracey Patrick 3-George Lunnon 

Girls (7 and 8 years) Egg and Spoon Race. 
I-Thelma Pickett 2- Hazel Tate . 3-J ean Henderson 

Girls (9 and 10 years) Egg and Spoon Race. 
I-Eileen Patrick 2-Jean Spence 3- Pearl Taylor 

Girls (II and 12 years) Flower Pot Race. 
I- Daphne Eaton 2- Muriel Harvey 3- Hilda Blake 

A packet containing 1/6 was given to each child and no time 
was wasted in spending some of this on sweets, lemonade, fruit or 
ice creams which were tastefully displayed on stalls on the ground. 
Tea was th n served in a large marqu e and 175 children sat down 
and did full justice to the bread and butter, sandwiches, cakes and 
tea. A word of appreciation must be accorded to the band of 
helpers who so willingly came forward to assist in the preparation 
of the tea . It was no mean task to prepare a meal for so many 
children whose appetites seemed to have been whetted by the fresh 
air; and in addition tea was also served to about 96 parents in 
the Pavilion. Everything was performed by voluntary helpers and 
I am sure they felt compensated for their work in seeing the 
appreciative expressions on the faces of the children. In addition 
to the teas, other helpers came forward to give assistance with the 
races, sweet stalls, etc . 

Mention must be made of Messrs. ]. Maxwell and A. F. 
Williams, who, dressed in comic attire, spared no effort to amuse 
the children and brought forth peals of laughter. Following on 
after tea Mr. ]. W. AlIen had all the party singing heartily the latest 
song hits to the accompaniment of an organ melodeon. 

The distribution of prizes to the winners of the races, and the 
presentation of a packet of sweets to each child, brought to 
conclusion a most enjoyable afternoon and, in the opinion of many, 
the best treat so far arranged for members' children. 
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MR. S. BIRD. 
Mr. S. Bird recently retired from the Firm after 26 years' 

service. 

. He has be~n Manager of the Maltings since 1914, has made 
hunself exceedIngly popular with everyone, and has always 
been a great supporter of the Social Club, of which he has been 
Treasurer for 17 years. 

In wish~g him a ver.y happy and lengthy retirement, we can 
~ssure Mr.. Bud. that he will. be gre~t.lJ:' missed by us all, especially 
In connectlOn Wlth the sportIng activItIes of the Brewery. He will 
however, being a kee!l philatelist and angler, be able to take a~ 
even greater Interest In these hobbies. 

. Mr. P. F .. Knapp, in n:aking a suitable presentation to Mr. 
BIrd, handed hIm the follOWing letter from his many friends at the 
Brewery :-

Dear Mr. Bird, 

We have great pleasure in asking you to accept as a token 
of ou~ esteem the a~companying piece of furniture upon the 
occaSlOn of your retIrement after 26 year.s' service with the 
Firm. 

We sincerely hope you will be blessed with good health 
and so spend a very peaceful and happy retirement for many 
years to come. 

With best wishes, 

FROM THE SUBSCRIBERS. 

A CONUNDRUM. 
We ar~ proposing this month to make a departure from our 

usual practrce ~!ld shall be very pleased to give a prize for the most 
successful solutlOn to the following conundrum. 

Three men have dinner in a restaurant and at the conclusion 
of the meal ask for the bill which is brought to them for an amount 
of 30/-. E~ch man hands the waiter a 10/- note to pay his share 
and .the waIter takes the money away to the cashier's desk. The 
cashIer, however, on examining the account sees that it is in
c?rrectly ma~e out and should only be for the sum of 25/-, and 
gives the waIter the extra 5/- to hand back to the three men in 
qu~stion, but on the ,:"ay the waiter decides' to keep 2/- for himself, 
~hlch he does, and gIves back 1/- to each of the three men. This 
In fact means therefore that each man has only spent 9/-, i.e. 10/
handed to the waiter less the 1/- returned to him, or a total of 27/
between them, and the waiter having kept 2/- only 29/- can be 
accounted for in all out of the original 30/- that changed hands. 
What has happened to the extra 1/-? 
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We shall be very pleased to hand £1 IS. od. to the sender of 
the first correct solution to be opened, but should no correct solution 
be received, 1 0/6 will be sent to the sender of what is adjudged to 
be the most reasonable solution. The solutions should be semt, 
clearly written, and not exceeding 100 words in all, to the EDITOR, 
THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE, 32 BRIDGE STREET, READING, to arrive 
not later than first post on Wednesday, August 9th, marked on the 
outside of the envelope " Puzzle." The Directors will act as. 
judges and no correspondence whatsoever will be entered into on 
the subj ect . 

MR. A. BENNETT. 

We regret to ann(1)Unce that owing to continued ill-health , 
and following his doctor's advice, Mr. A. Bennett has decided to 
resign his Managership of our Woking Branch , which he has so 
ably and successfully conducted for the past 12 years. We are 
reluctantly compelled to accept his resignation, as it is realized 
that after his long service on the Firm every opportunity should 
continue to be given to him to effect a complete recovery, which 
we fervently hope will follow upon a prolonged rest. 

As Mr. Bennett will still reside in Woking and hopes to retain 
the honorary positions in various Clubs which he at present occupies, 
his advice and assistance will continue to be available when desired. 

We believe that the st aunch loyalty of our numerous Club
and other patrons will remain with us and the continuance of the· 
smooth running of our business thereby being assured, Mr. Bennett 
will be given the sympathetic help of our customers in his with
drawal from active participation in business, which we trust will 
be only temporary. 

His wide circle of friends in the Woking area will sympathize 
with Mr. Bennett in his misfortune. Many already know that the 
step which he has taken is inevitable and they will join with us in 
expressing the hope that he will soon regain his form r robust 
health. 

It will be recalled that Mr. C. Bennett (who preceded Mr. A. 
Bennett as Manager at Woking Branch) was known as the" King
of Clubs." His brother now retires with the pseudonym of the 
" Ace of CIu bs." Such tributes are eloquent of the est eem in which. 
these gentlemen are held in the district . 

Mr. A. Bennett will be succeeded by Mr. A. E . Wake from 
our London staff , to whom we hope will be extended the same 
measure of support which has so generously been given to his. 
predecessor. 
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SOCIAL AND RECREATION CLUB. 

MEMBERS ' VEGETABLE AND FLOWER SHOW 
to be held on 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26nr, a t 5 p .m. 

SCHEDULE OF PRIZES 
for 

SHOW OF VEGETABLES, CUT }LOWERS AND PLANTS. 

VEGETABLES. 

Prizes. 
First. Second. 

'Class. Descript·ion. of Exhibit . s. d. s. d. 
o llection of Vegetables-6 dislinct ld nds 7 6 ... 5 0 

2 6 1 otatoes-Kidney 4 0 3 0 
3 6 Potatoes-Round 4 0 3 0 
4 J Potato- Heaviest 2 0 
5 6 On ions-Spr ing (lo be sown and grown 

in open ground) ... ... ... . .. 4 0 3 0 
6 J Onion- Heaviest 2 0 
7 4 Carrots- In termed iate or Long 3 0 I 6 
8 4 anots-Short 3 0 I 6 
9 J Carrot-Largest l 0 

10 ) 2 H unner Beans ... 4 0 3 0 
11 J 2 Pods of Peas 4 0 .3 0 
12 3 Cabbages ... 3 0 [ 6 
13 I a bbage- H eaviest 2 0 
14 6 Bee t- Globe 3 0 6 
15 3 Lettuce-Cabbage 3 0 6 
16 3 Lettuce-Cos 3 0 ti 
17 2 Marrows- White or Green , for table ... 3 0 6 
18 1 Marrow- H eaviest 4 0 
19 4 T urni ps 3 0 6 
20 12 Sha llots-Grown from bul b 3 0 6 
21 3 Parsni ps ... 3 0 .. . 6 

CUT FLOWE R S. 

22 1 B unch of Roses ... 3 0 2 0 
23 6 Asters 2 0 l 0 
24 6 Dahlias 2 0 I 0 
25 1 Bunch of Mixed Cut Flowers 2 6 1 6 
26 1 Bunch of Sweet I ea , Mixed 3 0 2 0 
27 6 Glad ioli 3 0 2 0 

P LANT I N POTS. 

2 ~ 1 Specimen Pla nt in Bloom 2 6 2 0 
2, J Specimen Foliage Pla nt ... 2 6 2 0 
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TMrd. 
s. d. 
2 6 
2 0 
2 0 

2 0 

I 0 
1 0 

2 0 
2 0 

1 0 

I 0 
1 0 

0 
1 0 

I 0 
) 0 
I 0 

1 El 

1 0 
0 
0 

6 
6 
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SUNFLOWERS. 

Prizes. 
First. Second. Third. 

Class. Description of Exhibit. s. d . s. d . s. d . 

30 1 Sunflower-Heaviest 2 0 

FRUIT. 

31 6 Plums 3 0 2 0 1 0 

32 6 Apples-Culinar.y 3 0 2 0 1 0 

33 6 Apples- Dessert ... 3 0 2 0 1 0 

EGGS. 

34 J Dozen Eggs-B.rown (New Laid) ... 3 0 2 0 1 0 

35 1 Dozen Eggs-White (New Laid) ... 3 0 2 0 1 0 

LADIES' SECTION. 

36 1 Dish of Boiled Potatoes ... 3 0 2 0 I 0 

37 1 Fruit Cake 3 0 2 0 1 0 

38 1 Specimen of Crochet Work 3 0 2 0 1 0 
39 1 Specimen of Knitting- Jumper or 

I ullover .. . 3 0 2 0 I 0 

40 1 Specimen of Need leworl< 3 0 2 0 I 0 

41 2 Jars of Jam or Marmalade 3 0 2 0 J 0 

42 2 Jars of JeUy 3 0 2 0 I 0 

43 Honey-Dark 2 6 6 I 0 

44 Honey-Light 2 6 6 1 0 

SCHOOL CHILDREN'S SECTION. 

45 Bunch of Wild Flowers, gathered by the 
Competitor, who must be a child of a 
Member of the Club 2 6 I 6 J 0 

46 1 Specimen of Need lecraft- Sewing, Knit-
ting or Crochet ... 2 6 I 6 0 

47 An Exhibition of H obbies made by Amateurs (not for Competition). 
48 An Exhibition of Caged Birds. 

N.B .-Honorary Exhibits will be welcomed. 

R LES A D REGULATIONS. 

1. All Competitors must be Members of the Club, excepting 
the Ladjes' and Children's Sect ions. 

2. All Competitors must be 'bona-fide amateurs, cultivating 
not more than 40 poles of ground. 

3· All Exhibits to be staged between I2 and 2 p.m. on day 
of Show. 

4· 0 Exhibit to be removed from how until after 8 p.m., 
when they must be cleared away as quickly as possible. 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 51 5 

5· If less than nine entries are received in anyone Class, 
two prizes only will be awarded ; if less than six , one prize. 

6. No Exhibitor to be allowed to take more than four first 
prizes, nor more than one prize in the same Class. 

7· The Judges' deci ion to be final , and the power is I' served 
to them to refuse or award a prize. 

8. No one to be admitted to the Show during judging, except 
members of the Show Committee . 

9· ENTRANCE FEE- Twop nce for each Exhibit. All entries 
to be made to the Secretary three days before the how, on the special 
forms provided. 

10. Any protest must be made in writing and handed to the 
Secretary not later than 7 p.m. on the day of the Show, together 
with a fee of 1/-, which will be returned in the event of the objection 
being upheld. 

I1. The Committee shall have power to visit the ground of 
any Exhibitor prior to, during or after the Show. 

ALL EXHIBITS LEFT ON TH E TABLES AFTER 8.30 P.M. WILL BE SOLD 
AND THE PROCEEDS GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN' TREAT. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE. 
" I suppose your wife misses you a great deal ? " " Well , no ! 

For a woman she has a very straight aim! " 

* * * * 
The lady had been rather ti resome to the Irishman behind the 

counter a t the travel agency . he had asked advice as to where 
t o go for a holiday and had turned down one aft er the other 
suggestions for holidays in F rance, Germany, Holland, a Mediter
ranean cruise, and a trip to t he Norwegian Fiords, on the score of 
the uncertainty of the interna tional situa tion. At las t , he 
suggested : " Why not go to Eire?" But she said she didn' t like 
that ; it was damp and cold t here, and the place was full of Roman 
Catholics. The exasperated Irishman replied : " Begorrah, ye'd 
best go to hell--for ' tis dry and 't is warm there, and the place is 
full of P rostestants."- I .A .O.C. frazette. 

* * * * 
A young candidate for the Navy was being put through a 

general knowledge test by a Board of Admirals. 

" What kind of animals eat grass? " one of them asked . 

The candidate fidgeted and sta red out of the window, but said 
nothing. The question was repeated, but he still remained dumb. 

" Surely," said one of the examiners kindly, " you can answer 
a simple question like tha t. I will repeat it . What kind of animals 
eat grass? " 

" Animals! " gasped the boy. " I thought you said 
, Admirals ' ! " 

* * * * 
J ones came back from his fortnight' s holiday proud of his 

bulging muscles. 

" Look a t these arms," he said . 

They were certainly in good condition. His colleagues put it 
down to rowing, but Jones withered them with scorn . 

" Rowing be blowed ," he snorted . " I got them pulling fish 
up." 

* * * * 
" Cats, my dear ," said the spinster, " I hate the very sight of 

them. I had a sweet little canary and some cat got that. I had 
a perfect parrot, and some cat got that ; I had an adorable fiance, 
a nd- oh , don ' t mention cats to me ! " 
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The teacher was proud of the results of her labours during the 
past few weeks. Day after day she trained her pupils in fire drill 
and a t last they seemed perfect . 

" Now," she said one day, " what would you do if I told you 
the building was on fire? " 

Like one voice came the children's answer. 

A few days later a lecturer visited the school. 'Said the teacher 
with a beaming smile: "Now, children, wha t would you do if I 
were to t ell you that Dr. Wisehead was going to lecture here 
to-day? " 

Everyone knew! 

" .We wou.ld rise promptly, put away our books, then quietly 
and WIthout dIsorder fil e into the stree t! " 

* * * * 
Mother ~an.ted to spend Saturday afternoon shopping, and 

father- a statIstIclan-.reluctantly agreed to abandon his golf and 
spend the afternoon WIth the three small and energetic children. 

When mother returned fa ther handed her this :_ 

Dried tears- g times. 
Tied shoes- I 3 times. 
Toy balloons purchased-3 per child. 
Average life of balloon- I Z seconds. 
Cautioned children not to cross street- zI times. 
Children insisted on crossing street-z I times. 
Number of Saturdays father will do this again-o. 

* * * * 
The live wire salesman walked into the factory and demanded 

an interview with the manager. 

" Look here, sir," he began, en rgetically, " I 'd like to talk 
to your men and sell them my correspondence course on how to 
put fire and sparkle into their work." 

The manager turned pale. 

" Get out of here," he roa red . "Get out , you idiot- this is a 
dynamite factory ! " 

* * * * 
" You can ' t deceive me, J ohn ; I 'm harp you know, sharp as 

a knife." " Yes, Maria, you resemble a knife-a table kni fe- you 
never shu t up." 
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A gipsy family had just cleared away from near the vicar' s 
home and left a dead donkey partly covered . The vicar wrote to 
the council about the donkey. They responded rather facetiously, 
saying that it was the vicar's duty to bury the dead . 

The vicar replied that he knew th at , but he just wanted to let 
t he relatives know ! 

* * 
The much preoccupi d profe sor walked into t he barber's shop 

a nd sat in a chair nex t to a woman who was having her ha ir bobbed . 

" Haircut, plea e," ord red th professor. 

" Certainly," said t he ba rber, " but if you really want a haircut 
would you mind taking off your hat firs t ? " 

The cll stomer hurriedly removed his hat. " I'm sorry," he 
apologi ed a he looked around. " I didn' t know there was a lady 
present ! " 

* * * * 
While motoring down to Wc tminster on day a certain M.P . 

wa held up in a narrow thoroughfare by a costermonger with a 
barrow load of shrimps. 

The motorist asked the man if he would kindly move on , a 
he was in a hurry. 

" Move on yourself," retorted the other. " D 'yer think you 
·own the bloomin' treet ?" 

, The honourable member becam angry, and said : " My good 
m<l n , .V()l1 evidently don' t know who I am. I have M.P . a t the end 
-o f my name." 

" So 'as every bloomin ' shrimp in my baLTer," was the quick 
reply. 

* * * * 
" You are the only gentleman in the room ," said a stranger. 

" In what way? " asked the guest . 

" When I tripped in the dance, tearing my partner's dress , you 
were the only man who did not laugh ." 

" The lady is my wife, and I paid ten pound for that dress 
y esterday. " 
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A certain bishop was taking leave of a newly-ordained cleric 
whom he had repeatedly urged not to neglect the " Anatogy " and 
other works of Bishop Butler. 

" Good-bye, my dear young friend " he said, "and whatever 
you do, don't f orget the B~ttler . " ' 

" Oh no, my lord, I haven' t ," stammered t he youth . " I have 
just given him half-a-crown ." 

* * * * 
. Did you hear ab~ut .the schoolmaster who, to impress on his 

p upIls the need of thmkmg before speaking, told them to count 
fifty befor~ saying anything unimportant, and one hundred if it 
was very Important ? 

A few days la ter he was speaking to his class with his back 
to the fire, when he noticed several lips moving rapidly. 

Suddenly the whole class shouted out : " Ninety-nine, a hundred 
- please, Sir, your trousers are on fi re! " 

* * * * 
A scream came from the garden. Mother rushed out to find 

her younger son crying bitterly. 

" Tommy," she said to her elder son, " how dare you kick your 
little brother in the stomach ?" , 

" It was his own fault ," retorted the unrepentant Tommy. 
" He shouldn ' t have turned round ." 

* * * * 
When his wife came over all grey the other morning, J ones go t 

a bit worried and went out to get the doctor. 

On the way he met a pal, and he asked him where he was 
going. 

" To the doctor's," .Tones told him . " I don' t like the look of 
my wife." 

" I ' ll go with you," said his friend. " I hate the sight of mine." 

* * * * 
The guide was explaining to an American tourist that Palestine 

was a ~ery long and narrow country. " Look at the length of it ," 
he said, holding out a map. " All the way from Dan to Beersheba." 
" Say, Guide, tha t is strange," replied the American. "Guess I 
always thought Dan and Beersh ba were husband and wife, ame 
a Sodom and Gomorrah. " 
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In the bar White said to Browne, " Don 't you hate those 
blokes who answer one question with another question ? " 

Browne replied: " Who doesn 't ? " 

That started a row, during which White said Browne was no 
class. 

So Browne said : " There's aristocratic blood in my family ." 

" Oh, yes? " inquired White. " How many transfusions ? " 

* * * * 
The squire's son had played regularly for the village football 

team, always insisting that he should play in goal. He was not a 
good goalkeeper, however, and by the end of the season his record 
of kicks let through sounded more like one of Don Bradman 's 
cricket scores. 

Then came the annual football dance, and during the course of 
it the squire's son fainted . 

The music immediately stopped, and as all the dancers left 
their partners and ga thered round the prostrate figure, the captain 
of the football team was heard to remark : " By Jove, he's stopped 
a ball a t last I " 

* * * * " DEAR MARY,-Words cannot paint how much I regret having 
broken off our engagement . I realise now that I need you- more 
than ever! 

" Will you please come back to me? Life without you is 
utterly hopeless. It is barren and has no meaning. Wherever 
I go I want you by my side. Your absence leaves a space which 
nobody else can ever fill . 

" So please forgive me, darling, and come back! I need you 
so much ! 

" Your remorseful lover , 
T ED. 

"(P .s.- By the way, congratulations on your big win In the 
foot ball pool. )" 

'" * * * 
The lesson was on the pow r and effect of wind. 

" As I was coming to school to-day," said the very pretty 
teacher , " the tram door opened , and something came softly in and 
kissed me on the cheek. Can you teJ] me what it was? " 

" The conductor ! " came the prompt and unanimous reply. 
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HOBBS : " My doctor tells me I really shouldn't play golf. " 

JINKS : " So he's had a game with you, too, has he ? " 

* * * * 
A~HLET~'S WIFE: " The clock's stopped again, Joe. Would 

you mmd g0ll1g out and running a mile so that I can time your 
egg? " 

* * * * 
Old .Garge was ~pending his first holiday in London, and in one 

shop a dIsplay of bnght scarlet crabs caught his eye. 

He had heard of this delicacy, and so plucked up courage and 
made a purchase. 

The next day he was back again . " Mister," he said, " I want 
another of them crabs, but pick us out one with a softer crust this 
time, will yer ? " 

* * * * 
The owner of a high-powered car was being driven along at 

a steady 45 , when the hootmg of a baby car behind began to irritate 
him. " Accelerate," he. said to his chauffeur. The car jumped 
from 45 to 60; bu t stIll came the honk-honk of t he baby car. 
"Give her all she's got," said the owner. His chauffe ur stepped 
on t he gas and the speedometer was soon flicking between 75 and 80. 
But still t he honk-honk persisted. 

" Pull up ," said the baffled owner. The big car stopped and 
th baby car pulled up just beh ind. " Look here!" yelled the 
angry owner, " do you want to pa s? " 

" No ! " shou ted the man in th sma ll car. " I just wan ted to 
get my sta rting-handle ou t of your luggage-grid ! "- From" The 
(;'lI1me1'. " 

* * * * 
"Ever een one of t hose machines t hat can tell when a person's 

lying?" "Seen one? I married one! " 

* * * * 
A negro cl rgyman, in on of his sermons, exclaimed to his 

congregation : 

" Eternity ! Why, don' t you know the meaning of tha t word? 
it is for ever and vel' , and fi v or six everlastings a-top of that . 
You might place a row of figures from here to sunset , and add them 
all up , and it wouldn ' t begin to tell how many ages long eternity is. 
Why , my friend I after millions and trillion of years had rolled 
away in eternity, it would still be a hundred thousand years to 
breakfa t-time." 
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BRANCHES. 

PORTSMOUTH . 

For his services as President to the Southsea Conservative 
Club for the past two years, Dr. Montague Way was the recipient 
of a pair of silver carver stands from members of the Club. 

The Presid nt for this year, Capt. J. A. Gibbons, in making 
the presentation , spoke of the good work of the Doctor, not only 
in the Club but to the Conservative Party in South Portsmouth 
and to the City of Portsmouth in a public capacity. Congra tulations 
were also conveyed to Dr. Montague Way on being honoured by 
the King in the Birthday Honours List by the award of the O.B .E. 
Dr. Montague VI/ay thanked the President and Members. 

Although the weather was not too good, the gymkhana and 
athletic sports of H .M.S. Iron Du,he at the Clarence Sports Ground, 
proved a great success. There was a large crowd and the event 
were folJowed with k en inter st . The tug-of-war final b tween 
RM's. and E .RA's. and .P .O's., provided a thrilling tussle and 
the second puIJ was drawn out for several minutes, being eventually 
won by the E.RA's. and C. P.O's. But RM. won the third in 
brief time. Among the minor events which w re none the less 
attractive items, were the three-legged egg and poon, thr ading 
the needle, pota to and boat races. 

The rifle championship of Hampshire was won at Tipnor thi 
year by Flying Officer C. Bunch (late RA. F.) of North Hants, with 
167 out of 175 points. In obtaining this distinction he is un
questionably Hampshire's best all-round shot. He made a similar 
total as last year's winner, C/Sgt. Hickman of th e Marines. 

THE T AMAR BREWERY , DEVON PORT. 
We have to congratulate another of our staff on getting 

married- Mr. L. W. J. Loynes (whose grandfather and father hav 
been loyal servants of the Firm , and the three generations have 
over 100 years' service) joined the happy band of benedicts at 
St. Martin's Church, Ford, on Saturday, 17th June. All at the 
Tamar Brewery wish Mr. and Mrs. Loynes (nee Miss Beatrice John) 
the best of happiness. 

Mr. Loynes was presented with a canteen of cutlery and 
everyone here subscribed. 

·Mr. Loynes' father has been foreman of our Plymouth Branch 
Bottling department for over 30 years, and was at Reading under 
the famou Bottling Foreman , the late Mr. Toms, 
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MR . AND MHS. J IM PONSFOHD, 

of the Tamar Hotel, Crownhill , who have celebrated their ilver 
wedding. Mr. Ponsford was a colour-s rgeant in the Royal Marines 

and a form er en tice boxing champion. 

Mrs. E . Mayne has just completed 35 years in the Lic nsecL 
Trad: Th .. past two decades having been pas cd as managercs 
and hcen ee for Mr. L. lames, win and spirit merchant , of 
Plymouth and altash, of Pethick's Wine Vaults, in the main 
approach to H .M. Dockyard , J vonport. 
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The latter period was completed last. week, wl~e.n Mrs. Mayne's 
employer presented her with a cheque In re~ogmtlOn of her !ong 
and faithful service. Presents were also received from other fIrms 
and customers. 

Mrs. Mayne is a valuect member of the Plymoutl: and District 
Licensed Victuallers' Association. Possessed of considerable vocal 
ability, she is always at the disposal of charitable causes. 

Mrs. E. Mayne. 
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LOHD HOWE'S HOUSE. 

(From" A History of Brixham," by Arthur C. Ellis, M.A ., 
F.R.}hst.S.). 

Among memorable occasions on which the fleet has visited 
Torbay may be recorded the summer of 1794 when, it is said, Lord 
Howe spent his last night ashore at what is now Nos. 24 and 26 
Middle Street, but which was then one house. 

Prior to sailing this fleet lay at anchor in Torbay for thr e 
months, and the local fish ermen used to say" The ships will ground 
on their own beef bone if they do not get away soon." 

Although there is no documentary evidence that this house 
belonged to Lord Howe, it seems quite likely to be COlT ct as he 
was in charge of the Channel Fleet from 1793 until 1795 and was 
often in Torbay. It was for Lord Howe that this house is said to 
have been built, and certainly the elaborate cornice on the outside 
points to it being a building of more importance than its neighbours. 
This is also borne out by the taircase of No. 24, which is much 
superior in design and workmanship to that of 10 . 26, which was 
put in when the house was divided into two. The attics, however, 
still extend unbroken across both houses. 

At that tim Brixham Creek ex tended inland beyond Bolton 
Cross, and this house had an uninterrupted sea view. Until 1938 
there were " spy-holes" in the seaward wall of the top storey of 
No. 26. These are now filled in , but a small recess in the outside 
wall and new brickwork on the inside mark at least one of these 
"spy-holes." In more recent years this house, which is now the 
property of Messrs. Simonds Brewery and is occupied by Mr. A. L. 
Hunt, was known as No. 13 Middle Street. 

For many years before being purchased by Messrs. Simonds, 
No. 26 was occupied by the Edwards family, the father of Councillor 
C. R. Edwards, Chairman of the Urban District Council, being born 
there in 1840. Councillor Edward's grandmother, Kitty, wife of 
Robert Bruce, was born in 1797, her father being then 27 years of 
age. Shortly afterwards he was a victim of the Press Gang and 
died in the West Indies in 1802. 

The Press Gang was very active in Brixham, which was a 
convenient place for warships to call in order to make up their 
crews after being fitt ed out at Portsmouth and other ports to the 
eastward. It was no uncommon thing for meetings to be raided 
by an officer and his men, when lights would at once be extinguished 
and the Brixham men would take refuge in corners, in cupboard 
and even under tables and chairs. From this originates a phrase 
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still current, " As near as Navvy Grabbee " when some event is 0 

narrowly escaped as the men thus escaped the grab of the Press 
Gang. 

Within o. 26 is an inside window which used to b pa rt of 
the old church of All Saints. No. 24 was a t one time a pri va te 
school for boys and known as vVakeham's School. 

Almost opposite is an old yellow-coloured house in which once 
hved one J ean clu Mal, boatswain's mate of the Bellerophon. Below 
this house still runs a leat which formerly conveyed the overflow 
from the old reservoir on the site of the Town Hall . Thence it 
flows underneath the Gaswork . On the left was an olel slaughter
house which was in a direct line, through Pump Street, with heepy 
Lane, the old name for St. Peter 's Hill, owing to the fact tha t the 
sheep came down this hill to the slaughterhouse. The approach to 
this slaughterhouse from Middl Stree t was down Mill Tye Steps, 
just above the now empty site lined with railings, of the house in 
which William of Orange is believed to have passed hi first nigh t 
in this country. It was taken down in 1924. At the foot of these 
steps was a low archway- beneath a lab, since removed- which 
wa popularly known as the" Marble Arch," into Mill Tye Alley. 

The line of Pump Stree t is now obstructed by Lloyd's Bank . 
Almost opposite the sit of the old pump is a blacksmith 's shop, on 
the door of which are cut many names of former fi shing v ssel with 
their registration numbers. Behind the blacksmith ' hop is a 
yard , correctly named Unoerhay's, but locally known as Bullock's 
Yard , pointing to another slaughterhouse being here. 

Between Bullock 's Yard and Middle Street are Paradise Place 
a nd Paradise Alley, the latter being now part of the Gasworks. 

At a meeting of the Dawlish and District Dart League Mr. 
F . helston consented to take over the duties of hon. secretary, 
which had been so ably carried out by the late Mr. O. Gay. 

Congratula tions were extended to the White Hart Inn team 
on again winning the Whiteway Cup, which makes the trophy their 
own property; also to the runn rs-up, Alexandra Hotel, Starcross, 
who in the second half of the season worked up from eighth to 
second place. The final placings were as follows (22 match · s 
played) :-

White Hart 
Alexandra 

Won 19. 
Won 16. 

Lost 3. 
Lost 6. 

38 point . 
32 points. 
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We much regret to announce t he death of Mr. J. j ames, a 
memb r of our cella r s t~ff , who was employed by the Firm for 26 
years, and th sympathies of all ar with Mrs. James. 

. We have lost a very fine tenant in the passing of Mr. A. Pack 
of the Albert Inn , Totnes. We ex tend our deepest sympath y to 
Mrs. Pack . 

The licence of the Pla tel's Hotel, Brixham, ha been tran f rred 
to Mr. J. K. Anderson , la te Scots Greys and Military Police. We 
wish him every success. 

Lanreath is a very pretty Cornish village six miles from the 
choicest of the beauty spots, namely, Loo, Talland Bay, Lansallos, 
Lantivel Bay, Fowey and eight miles from Polperro (almost the 
quaintest unspoilt village in Cornwall ). Two golf courses a re 
within twenty minutes' car ride. 

The Punch Bowl Inn a t Lanreath is we ll worth a visit, as the 
proprietor, Mr. H . A. Spiers and his son Mr. F. E. Spiers have made 
a hobby of making the interior of the house worth seeing. The 
panelling is rea l English oak which M r. Spiers obtained from a 
three centuries old Plymouth dist illery, when gla s vat were 
substituted for the ancient oak vats. 

Coxswain W. H . H . Mogridge, our popular tenant at the 
Crown and Anchor Inn , Brixham, is th recipient of a mat worked 
with the flag of the institution, th gift of Mr. R. C. Roberts, of 
Oldham , Lancashire, and the Sudan Government Dockyard , 
Khartoum , for presenta tion to the coxswain who had carried out 
the fin est se rvice of the year. 

The award was made in view of t he fac t tha t Coxswain 
Mogridge was one of the three il ver medallists of 1938 and has 
now won three medals. The mat was made by Mr. Robert on 
board a steamer on the White Nile. T ile canvas on the back is 
E nglish and so is the blue wool. The warp cloth is American and 
the red, white, black and yellow wool. came from Khartoum . 

We are sorry to lose the services of Mr. R. F. Gooch from the 
Wine Store. a t Paignton, upon his promotion to Headin g-ton , 
Oxford . 

We trust tha t Mr. Gooch will be as succes ful as he was a t this 
Branch. 
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The photograph which i reproduced above i published by 
the kind permission of th p . ItVestern M or·ning News, Plymouth . 

The first prize winner of the scything conte t at the Bath and 
West Show held at Bridgwater, certainly earned the bottle of 
Simonds Light Dinner Ale which he is drinking. 

SALISBURY. 

W reproduce an interesting article from the local pap r of 
the visit of the Dicken Fellowship to the Gre n Dragon, our Hous 
at Alderbury :-

DICKENS FELLOWSHIP VISIT ALDERBURY. 

THE BLUE DRAGO I INN OF "MARTIN CHUZZLEWlT." 

For years a controversy has raged concerning the location of 
a certain Blue Dragon Inn around which Charles Dickens wo,":e th 
story of "Martin Chuzzlewit." There were several pOlllters 
towards the final decision in favour of the Green Dragon Inn , 
Alderbury Pecksniff's pupils employed their years of articles by 
making elevations of Salisbury Cathedral "from ev ry possibl 
point of view." This, and the discovery of the ho~se of truly 
Pecksniffian design close by, helped the experts to decIde that the 
Green Dragon of Alderbury was indeed the Blue Dragon of Chuzzle-

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 529 

wit. Now that the location of the Dragon has been settled, those 
attending the annual conference of the Dickens Fellowship being 
held at Bath decided that a visit to Salisbury would set the seal 
on the decision . About noon on Monday seven motor coach-loads 
of memb rs of the Fellowship descended on Alderbury. 

In a few seconds the Fellowship spread themselves over the 
Dragon from tip to tail. Time was short because luncheon was at 
Salisbury, but despite the rush and the fact that there was much 
to be seen, many women and men found the time to tilt a glass in 
the Dickensian tradition . 

"NO DOUBT ABOUT IT." 

Mr. Sturge Cotterell, of Bath, a prominent member of the 
Fellowship, furnished topographical details: " Pecksniff's house i 
just down th e road on the left. You can see Salisbury Cathedral 
towers from its windows- no doubt about it. " 

Mr. WaIter D xter, editor of The Dicflensian, said : " For this 
we have come from Blackpool and Blackburn , from Hull and 
Nottingham, Birmingham, Manche ter, Edinburgh, Liverpool and 
Plymouth, and many other towns." 

Then they all went on to Salisbury to see the Cathedral and 
t. Thomas' Church, wh ere Tom Pinch once played the organ. 

Mr. William Henry Baker, mine host of the Dragon, showed 
me over the old timbered rooms where guests stayed in the day 
of Dickens. 

I can vouch for th accuracy of the lescription of the bedroom, 
which has" two steps on the insid - so exquisitely unex pect d," 
and the bedroom floors, which slant divertingly towards th 
windows. 

" We till have one man in the village who can rem mber 
Dickens vi iting the neigh bourhood , and we have had all sorts of 
proof that our Dragon is the blue one," said Mr. Baker. 

" I think Dickens would like the Dragon as it i to-day, for 
there is still good company, and her's a health to Bill Lodge, 
Jim Hutchings, Jim Mowlang and J ack Newman." 

BRISTOL. 

The annual supper of the Hop Leaf Darts League wa onc 
again a very successful function, and at the Co-operative Hall a 
full attendance welcomed the Firm's representative, Mr. W. H . 
Wheeler, as their chairman. 
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After supper Mr. Wheeler presented the trophies to the follow
ing uccessful teams :-

The Three Hor e Shoe - The League Chaml ionship Shield, 
the League Special Medals for three years' champions, 
and the" Hop Leaf" K .O. Cup. 

The Black Horse-The League Runners-up. 
The Pax ton Arms- The" Hop Leaf " KO. Cup Runners-up. 
The Richmond Hotel- The Griffith Cup. 
Mr. W. Barnes, The Shirehampton Workmen' Club

Individual hield (the League). 
Mr. J. O'Brien , The Three Horse Shoes- Individual hield 

(the League runn r-up ). 

After congratulating th league on the number of membe~' 
pre ent , which was clear evid nce of i.ts vit<l;lity , ~r. Wheeler paid 
a warm tribute to the many good fn ndslups which the game of 
darts had fostered, and how every class distinction was forgotten 
when facing the mark, especially ami~ the ideal set ting of an old 
country inn , where with old and new fnends around , and a tank~rd 
of the right brew (SIMONDS) one cou~d , ~hether .exp,ert or novl.c~, 
plough boy or sq uir , find a singular JOY m entenng mto the Spll'1 t 
of the game together. 

Quoting from a well-known authority on darts, Mr. Rup rt 
Croft-Cooke the chairman continued, "Even if you hav never 
tried it , the~e is nothing I need, or can, tell you .save this- walk 
into the nearest bar where no game is in progress, pick up the darts, 
turn to the first person you see and say what have I t o do? and 
you will be overwhelmed with instructions and advice. Such IS 

its fascination." 

Mr. Wheeler also present d Mr. KO. (Mick) Mar h , the la te 
licensee of the Three Hor e hoes, who is now a t The Newbridge 
Hotel, Bath , with a clock, as a token of the league's esteem for 
its ex-chairman, and for the help and interest he ha giv n un
grudgingly for the past three years to the I ague. 

He also paid a tribute to "our very good friends of th 
Shirehampton Workmen's Club, who during the past season ha.d 
shown such a high s nse of sportsmanship. We -:velcome th~lr 
presence here tonight ," he concluded, " and I ta~e t IllS .oppo.rtunrty 
to thank them for their long and valued fnendshlp with the 
Company I represent , and for their keen interest in our leagu ." 

With a cordial vote of thank to Mr. Wheeler for so ably 
presiding, a really enj oyabl evening came to a clos . 
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The excellent bar arrangements, under the guidance of Mr. 
A. Hale of the Glass House Hotel, contributed in no small measure 
to its success. At present there are 16 teams in the league with a 
total registration of 334 players. Is there any reason why at least 
anoth r eight Hop Leaf houses nex t year should not swell this figure 
to th e 500 mark ? We can think of none . . 

MALTA . 

Our marquees were erected for the supply of r freshments on 
the Marsa Grounds during the Malta Command Sports, when the 
Governor, Sir Charles Bonham-Carter, K C.B ., C.M.G., D .S .O., 
LL.D ., was present. Amongst the units t aking part were the 
2nd Battalion, The Queen 's Own Royal West Kent Regiment , 1St 
Battalion, The Suffolk Regiment, 2nd Battalion , The Devonshire 
Regiment , 2nd Battalion, The Royal Irish Fu iliers, the Royal Air 
Force and R oyal Engin ers. Th e Royal Artillery were also 
represented . The 1St Battal ion, The Suffolk Regiment won t he 
Command bampionship and they ucceeded in carrying off all the 
events on the fin al day of the ports . 

Above jJ/tolo Yl'prodll:t:d by kilJf/ pl'fmi~Ii ;o,~ of tile If Ma.lta. Cltrom'cle. " 
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Above ph alas reproduced by kind parnl1'ssioll of lite" A1alla, ChrOllicle," 

BudtC1 &: Son . Ltd . , The: Crown Preu, entaD Street , Itudin*" 
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