
















































THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 

in which to spend a few leisure hours when the Queen of th l{i vi!'ra 
nightly veils her beauty, tha n at St. Marychurch, wh re lhe 

onstitutional tre fl ouri he. , a nd the fam ous" Hop Leaf " glow ', 

"O NE ANI) ALL. " 

Members of the ergeant' Me s Depot D .. L.L , accompanied 
by a few Bodmin ex-service fri ends, paid us a visit a day or lwo 
ago , en route to TOt'quay, on the occasi n of their annual outing. 

The preparation of " Hop Leaf " specialitie was pa rti culally 
in teres ting to such old upporters of th Firm , and the drive through 
the ornish va ll ey hav ing produced keen a ppet ites, our temporary 
Snack Bar wa m re than a u eful idea. Further on a t Gibbon 's 
H otel, Torquay, more " imonds" wa requisition d, <l: nd with 
Devon " Corni h " pasties helped to fill up ma ny a n ac hll1g vOid. 
The re t of a glorious summer day was pent in a nd a round Torbay, 
a nd with mu ic a nd ong, the inerry party a t a bout 6.30 p.m. 
" re-embarked " for Bodmin Beacon, home and beauty- some o[ 
the " boys" it is whi pered bearing cunning purcha es from lhe 
Torquay shops for the et purpose of appea ing the disappointmellt 
of tho e fair one who were left behind on this now a nnual event of 
the Mes. Hard lines, ladie! We hope the President pa id y.()U 
all a suitable forfeit! Yes, the e Corni hmen have a way wllh 
them, and Ta ma rites a re onl y too happy to hav help d in what 
wa undoubtedl y a great day . 

THE Hop L EAF GAZETTE . 577 

" SUMM E R " TRAINING. 

Once again the a nnua l tra ining ground of the 8th Infa ntry 
Brigade at WiUsworthy was the arena 'elec ted for a terrific display 
of "atm spherics," and the night o f Thursday, June 30th, I932 , 

will not . oon be forgotten by those on Black Down tha t night. 
The huge concert marquee wa quickly levelled to the ground and 
omplete ly ruined, and other canvas foUowed uit. In endeavouring 

la save omething from the elements, con idera ble risks were taken 
by offi cers a nd men, but fortunately the gale a bated towards 
mo rning and ena bled the e efforts ultima tely to be succe CuI. 
Thank goodness a few " .B 's." were saved from the wreckage! 
A. a " ha rdy" annual this very exposed spot has lived up to its 
name for ome years past. Its breezes a re undoubtedly fa r too 
bracing Ior mere canva to stand up to , and the only safe solution 
appears to be .omething much more substa ntial for the purpo e. 
Pe rhaps next year I Optimism- or Prophecy? We shall see. 

The King' Arms, Buckfastleigh, has been ta ken over on our 
beha lf by Mr. H . . Dursley, late of the Royal Ma rine, a nd vi itor ' 
to Buckfast Abbey and its neighbourhood can rely on every care 
and a ttention being paid to their requirements if they call. Every 
kind of sport and recrea tion is availa ble in the di trict, a nd ma ny 
lovers of the open space make thi beautiful centre their haven of 
re t year after year. It's only a few yard from the Exeter­
Plymouth main road , a nd well worth your while to visit. n the 
A. A. list, it has proved itself worthy in the pas t , and we know 
Mr. and Mrs. Dursley will look after your interests well - whether 
you decide to put up for an hour or a week. 

WOKI G. 
t the time of writing these note onc of the primary sporting' 

vents o f th Empire i in progres at Bisley, the home of the 
National Rifle A ociation. It would be diffi cult to portray in a 
few ent nces the scenes at Bi ley camp which ha been de cri bed 
as the mecca of riflemen, a nd which is undoubtedl y their greatest 
rc- union centre. An intermingling of ex periences rc ult in mutual 
under tanding and contributes to the olution of our world -widc 
pro blem., a nd th erefore, Bisl y with its va t as ociation. with 
every orner of the British Empire, is a va la uble a set in this 
respect al o. Here we mee t sport m n from a ll quarters of t h 
globe, comp ting for the honour of winning the King's Prize whi h 
carries with it £250 in cash, the N .R .A. go ld meda l a nd a go ld badge. 

W a t Wo king Branch have little opportuni.ty of 
the various competitive tage of lhe Army RIfl e A 0 lat Ion 
Meet ing, or thos of t he at ional Rifle ssociat ion, a ' we a re morc 
('Onc rned with catering for lh need of our numerous patrons who 
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vi it Bisley at this ea on of the year. Ware again favoured wi th 
supplying the Small Arms chool from Hythe, and those of liS 

who visit this Mess daily turn an eager eye to the exhibition shelf 
to see what additional trophi s have been added ince our last all , 
and enquire" what did C.Q.M .. Churcher do ye terday ?" The 
name of Churcher is famous at Bisley, and hearty congratulations 
are extended to him on again winning the Army championship. 

We are also privileged to upply the W.O. and N .. O's. lub, 
A.RA., 0 the contact with our Hythe frien 1 is omplete. 

Writing of Bisley brings u to a subject of which we refer wi th 
more than usual intere t, although with a tinge of r gret, ·i.e., the 
retirement from Charterhouse, Godalming, of Sergeant-Major A. G. 
Locke, after twenty-five years' connection with that school. His 
youthful appearance, despite the fact that he is now in hi sixtieth 
year, makes it difficult to believe that he wa engaged in the Nile 
Campaign of 1898, and was present at the Battle of Omdurman. 
The writer recalls meeting him as Drill Sergeant of the 1st Batta li on 
Guard at Aldershot twenty-five years ago, and values the long 
association that ha followed . 

The winning of the Ashurton Shield by the Charterhouse O.T.e. 
on more than one occasion is regarded as a tribute to his fine 
military qualifications and skilful training. The name of Locke 
has long been associated with the Grenadier Guards- his father 
having served in the Regiment. His many fri ends at the Queen 's 
Depot, in the Surrey Rifle lub and also in th Godalming lu bs 
will always welcome him as a true friend and loyal comrade, and 
will join us in extending hearty congratulation on hi remarkably 
long and successful military career. We wi h him well in hi s 
r tirement and a speedy return to health . 

DEPOT THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT. 

Memories of the past were linked with both pre ent and futu r 
a t the Depot, The Que n's Royal Regiment, tough ton Barracks, 
on June 23rd, when the public were invited to view the barracks 
between the hour of 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. All roads led to the 
barracks from about 5.30 onwards. Parents of serving soldiers, 
veteran of the Regiment, and many others, exceeding 3,000 in 
number, passed through the gates. 

Serving mem bers of the R.egimen t assisted in conducti ng 
vIsItors around and explaining current military custom and practi e, 
relating stories of Regimental history as portrayed by exhibits in 
the museum , panels and pictures in the dining hal'l and barrack 
room. Great interest , wonder and appreciation of all arrangements 
for the feeding, housing, comfort and amu ement of the troops w re 
shown by the visitors in vari us ways. The dining hall, system of 
ervice and variabl diet as shown by detailed h t wer admired 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 579 

by all , matron r marking npon the cl anlin ss and attractivenes 
of t he hall and neatly arranged tables, whilst being enthusiastic 
regarding th arrangements for qui k servicc Old soldiers compared 
messing a rrangement. with those of their days much to th 
detriment of the latter. Pictur s depicting events of Regimenta l 
hi tory and uniforms of the arly day ' of the Regiment, together 
with a tablet on which wa compil d a record of sporting triumphs, 
were examin ed with great inter t. Many thronged to the gym­
J1 a ium, where r cord of recruit p rformance at work and games 
are di played on the walls, and two inst ructor with . ome recruit 
here gave a hort display of " JERK ." 

The museu m, however , proved to be the most popular show, 
heing fill d to more than it capacity with a continu?u stream of 
visitors. H ere the veteran extended themselves In a host of 
stories (all, of cours , the truth and nothing but the truth) of the 
past. Humorous anecdotes, full of wit and sparkling comed.y­
tragi interlude - daring feat, all became real, as the old soldl rs 
served again in their remini cence . 

Practically v ryone pres nt aw th band and drums of the 
2nd Battalion" B at Retreat," the playing and marching compelling 
ven dour criti cal v teran drumm r to applaud. The Mayor of 

Guildford '( Mr. William Harvey) and orporation were entertained 
to dinner by the Offic rs' Me and a fterwards were shown ~ver the 
harracks. From 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. the 1 and played a vaned pro­
gramme, items of which . 0 captivated the ~udience that ~oon many 
rou pl were dancing on the lawn . All enj o):'ed the evemng, .young 
and old vieing with each other in showing theIr love ?f the RegIment 
- r cruits proudly onducting their parents and ffl ends- vet ran 
equall y proudly recalling memori of th pa t. 

A repetition of this opportunity to visit t~e barracks is eage~ly 
awaited and the occa ion has d n much to gaJl1 a deep r apprecJa­
lion of th ervic by th e g neral publi . 

I HE U VElLlN OF A MEMORIAL T THE LATE BRIG.-GEN. A. W. 

TAYLOR, OF TII Q EEN' ROY AL REG IM ENT. 

A m moria! window to the late Brig.- en. A. W. Taylor was 
dedicated by the Provo t Kirwan at th athedral Church of Holy 
Trin ity , Guildford, on Sunday, June 26th. 

The window which depicts a r pre ntat.io~ of S~. O~wa.ld, onc 
of th arli t Saxon Kings to adopt th Chnstlan faIth , IS Ituat d 
quite clo e to the R gimental memoria l tablet for th ,Great Wa:, 
H)14 - 1 918. A large conting nt from the Depot , 1 he Queen 5 
Royal ] egiment a ttended the ceremony, and marched from 
' tough ton Barrack pre eded by th band and drum of the 2nd 
Battalion . 

The addr by the Provost appealed to both military and 
civilian wor hippers, and was ba. cl upon th Regim ntal motto 
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allied to the tory of t. Oswald. After th rvic lil troops 
marched pa t the Gu ild hall. wher the sa lu te was tak n by lite 
Mayor of Guildford, who , it should be noted , tak s a g reat interest 
in the r~egiment. During tile march past the Mayor was a CO Ill­

panied by Major G. K. Olliver, M .. , Commanding ffi I' of l he 
Depot, and everal town counci ll ors. 

Four N . . O's. repr ' entcd the Regiment at lil e Cl lual 
dedication f th memorial. The moment of th unvciling as l he 
Union Jack was drawn I ack to reveal the window wa: l1l (d 

impre ive. 
Many p opl conn cted with the Regimenl feci that lh' 

window i most appropriatc ly . ituale I and remember that il is 
d di ated to an offic r who was nOled for his chcerin S ' , kindliness 
to the troops and unsw n 'ing loyalty to the Regim nt. He 
maintained hi s interest in the Regimcnt after retircment and was 
alway ready to assist in matters haritable or olhorwis. I le 
scrved in the Regimenl from rt!t!z to 1915 during whi h tim he 
carried out the duties of Adjutant to the 5th Battalion, then l he 
2nd Volunteer Batlalion , and command d the 1st Hattalion duri ng 
it erv ice in Aden. He di ed on the 16th J un , 1930, aged hX 
year . 

H.J.e. 
LLTDGER HALL. 

27t h Fielcl 
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