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VILLAGE INN BIBLE MAKES HISTORY. 
400 SEARCHLIGHT RECRUITS SWORN I N ON BORROWED BOOK, 

Nearly 400 men of the 465th Battery of the 72nd (Middlesex) 
Searchlight Regiment , Royal Artillery (T.A.), whose headquarters 
are at Heston have been sworn in on a Bible originally borrowed by 
the licensee of the Elm Tree Inn (Mr. W. HayW'ood) in December 
last in order that the Mayor of Heston and Isleworth (AId. F. C. 
Green, JP,) could swear in the first recruit. 

True to the tradition concerning the loaning of books and 
umbrellas the Bible has never been returne!=1. 

When a Middlesex Chronicle reporter asked Mr. Haywood if 
he had received the Bible back he said he had not but tha t he was 
not worrying about it. He felt sure that by reason of its sentimental 
value it would be returned when finished with. The lady of the 
house, who is the actual owner of the Bible, said it was possible it 
might be returned signed with the autographs of all the boys who 
had sworn allegiance to the King, His Heirs and Successors, over 
it . It would thus become an interesting souveni r. When our 
reporter called at the headquarters and inq uired concerning the 
Bible, Capt. A. G. H . Smith , Second-in-Command, picked up a 
well-worn Bible from his table and asked if tha t was the one he was 
inquiring about. Our reporter assured him that it wa. The 
officer said that as the Company was now up to strength it would 
be returned to the owner with the thanks of the Batt ry, The 
Battery wa ra ther busy a t present however preparing for embodi­
m nt. 

Our reporter asked if "Bible- A,V." constituted an official 
issue for the purposes of swearing in, The officer said he thought 
so. So probably the Bible borrowed from the village inn will be 
returned when the Q, M,S. has determined th point, and secured a 
new one, 

An old regular Regimental ergeant-Major informed our 
repre enta tive tha t every regular soldier on joining his regiment is 
issu d with the book apperta ining to hi religion, It was customary 
to indent for several hundred a t a time so there was alway one 
available for the purposes of swearing in , No one had ever indented 
for a single Bible to his knowl dge. However, he could not say if 
this applied to the Territorial Army or the Militia. 

An " old sweat" a lso confirmed this and added that the Bible 
was the only book permitted to be read by a soldier sentenced to 
detention. If an old soldier was heard to say that he had read 
through the Bible there was little doubt tha t at somc time or 
abother he had done a good spell in the" jug," he added. It was 
possible, however, under the improvements effected by Mr. 
Hor -Belisha in the Army of to-day that " light " reacting might 
now be permitted. - Middlesex Chronicle. 
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IN DAYS GONE BY. 
INTERESTlKG REMI NISCENCES. 

I thought perhaps you would like to see the 
.' Mr Kin ston. It was taken at the Bull Hote , rea e) , 

1896 gMr. John Arnold, the manager, took .us to 
On arrival lunch was served wluch enJoye t 

very much, Then some of a 
on the riv r. I was standmg on t le 11. gee:'ber Mr. Warr wa 
watching a party start off 111 a punt. I lemilbert and Mr. Gough 

they crossed 
volut poles and both fell into the river; this caused no end fun . 

o'clock tea was served, a few kind w<?rds of than s were 
to Mr. Arnold, then a very ,pleasant Journey home. 

Members of the Old Brigade at the Bull Hotel , Streatley, in 

. I . t e with the I am sending the names of tho e 111 bt l,e pi MC ooke Mr. 
I I cannot r mem [ .- l . , 

:'<ccption ° lf twMo tocker Mr. Wm, Lindars, Mr. John 
. E. Goug 1 , r. . , , S dd b ' Mr F J 0 ey Mr. 

Arnold, Mr. JI· r a NIl'.' olbert', Mr. 
Rob -rt s, Mr. self (A , C. King ton), Mr. 
Hinkley, Ml'. GdllMbe,rtA, 'al / Mr. Arnold, sen., Mr. Ralph 
We tmacott an [. , ( " t ) 

11 d Mr and Mrs Blower and son V ISI or . Arno c an . c . 
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To my knowledg~ 15 of these good old friends 
over, others left Readmg and I have lost count. have passed' 

A FEW REMEMBRANCES. 

In the.year 1892 Mr McCowan H 
home to tea one even~ wh M was ead Brewer. I was going· 
his house and I'nVl't d g . en r. . McCowan overtook me near 

, e me m to see hIS den J t I ' . 
he gave me a drink and wI'sh d d '. us as was leavmg e me goo -mght. 

At this time Mr Toms was b b ttl 
washed the bottles ~th a foot e~~ 0 er. He and three men 
ence now! Mr. T~ms was a r ~~c me. My word, what a differ­
cellar to have a glass of his spec~~f~o~s ;an, an~ when I visited the 
with it. But one day his fo t .a ~ certam amount of religion 
colours of the rainbow Th ' x errIer og returned dyed all the 
the air blue and said that IS so MUPCse t Mr. Toms that he painted 

c owan ought to be shot! 
On another occasion, at the end f S . ~ate preparing a balance sheet for 0 eptember, we were workmg 

m the kitchen of the old off JI~ year. We used to have tea 
best to see that we had a ~~~ fn alr. aOd Mrs. Goodall did their 
Attenbrow and myself were th~ [net t n this evening .Mr. Bob· 
found Mr. McCowan the Irs 0 return to the offIce. We 
said " if either of you sarye. a He .Joobk both ?f us by the coat and 
you m' I " W wor a out seemg me here I will do· 

. e were young a d k . ' 
were afraid to sa a . n nowmg what a man he was we 
was, he had thrIwn ~~~~. b Th~ outcome of his visit to the office 
other clerks returned from t~m t~ a t ov~' the place. When the 
opening doors and windows we

a ~d sI en~ was so bad that after 
up and went home. Next ~ou lar y breathe, so we packed 
down ceilings under the offi~e~r~mg m.~~tere sent for ; they pulled 
up all the drain pipes in the ~r~~ 1 was dead rats and picked 
could never understand was th~t t no end

f 
of expense. What I 

reason. no one 0 the staff guessed the 

--- ~:::::::=(O)~~ ---
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A GREAT THOUGHT. 

To be tntly happy is a question of how we begin and not of how 
we end, of what we want and not of what we have. A n aspi·ration is 
a joy for ever , a possession as solid as .a landed estate, a f ort$tne which 
we can never exhaust and which gives us year by year a revemte of 
pleasurable activity. T o have many of these is to be spirit'lltally rich. 
Life is only a very dull and ill-directed theatre unless we have some 
interests in the piece ; and to those who have neither art nor science, 
the world is merely an arrangement of colo'/;trs, or a rO'/;tgh f ootway 
where they may very well breah their shins. I t is in virtue of his own 
desires and c'btriosities that any man continues to exist with even 
p atience, that he is charmed by the looh of things and p eople and that 
he wahens every morning with a renewed appetite f or work and 
pleasu,re.- R. 1. Stevenson. 

SIMOND ' LAWN TENNIS CLUB. 

The improvement in fhe weather during August incrca ed our 
activities on the courts, and we were able t o record a hat-t rick of 
victories. 

. Our return match with the representatives of Messrs. Huntley 
& Palmers at Kensington Road on the 12th August produced an 
exciting struggle, but Beer was Best and we were able to " devour" 
the Biscuits by 5 rubbers to 4, II ets to 10, after a very plea ant 
a fternoon's tennis. 

The following Saturday we entertained the Royal Air Force 
f rom Odiham, but unfortunately they arrived with a d pleted 
t eam, owing to duty calls, which somewhat curtailed play. How­

ver, an enj oyable time was spent by all after we had won the 
match by 10 sets to 3· 

We paid our annual visit to Tilehurst on August 26th and met 
our old friends, the Beechwood L.T.C. Unfortunately rain during 
the tea interval made their courts unplayable, and we therefore 
completed the match on our own courts, gaining a victory by 7 
rubbers to I , 15 sets to 4. In this fixture Mr. S. Collins made hi 
fi rst appearance with the team and was in fine form . His " cannon­
ball " service and the driving of his partner, Mr. C. 1. Langton, 
enabled the pair to win their three rubbers in straight et . 
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. Con.gr<i:tulations . must be extended to Mr. A. H. Turner on 
agaIn wInnIng. th.e Smgles Championship of the Abbey Barn T.C., 
.hertsey. ThIs IS the fourth successive year he has secured th 

tItle. 

R.H. 

A FINE COMBINATION. 

. In tl:e a?,ove photogra~!l Mr. T. Goddard, of Silchcstcr, i seen 
rcp,',cse.ntmg B~,r1ey ack, and Mis~ ora Oram, of Basingstoke, 
a BM~k Churn. In th grand HospItal Parade and Carni val held 
at aSlllgstoke In July. 
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THE FOUR POINT , ALDWORTH . 

The Four Points, Aldworth, is an attractive little ho.use, and 
Mr. Lay and his family have good reason to be proud. of th ~lr garden 
in which , as the low.er photograph shpws, there 15 a fme floral 
display, li.lies predomina ting. 

Exterior of the house . 

The attractive flower garden with a fine display 
of lilies. 
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PUBLICAN'S TOMATOES THRIVE ON BEER. 

EACH "DRINKS" A PINT A WEEK. 

. When Mr. H. Dirnent left his l' W . 
Lon~on and take over the mana eme:taor

e 
eymouth to come to 

P?bhc house just off Leather-fane H lb
the S~on and Compasses 

hIS garden, says an Evening 5ta d' dO om" e lamented leaving n ar reporter 
At his new home there was no d . 

building there is only a small ba k ~ar . en. At the back of the 
as he was sauntering through th~ learth Wl~h a shed. But one day, 
saw some tomato plants which w a b ~r- ane market , Mr. Diment 
He bought a dozen la~t ere emg sold for twopence each. 
with soil. He plante~ the spfann~s S?~~ d~ep boxes: which he filled 
roof of the shed. m e oxes, whIch he put on the 

. " At first," he told me, " I had no I k . 
thmg, but it seemed that the lants wer

uc 
at all. I t.ned every­

that they were intent on commPI'tt' . ~dsO unhappy m Holborn mg SUlCI e. 

THE LAST EFFORT. 

"TI 
had an ~e~o~ a!~e~~~t ~f:~~::' some waste beer on them. This 
and since then they have never l~~~:d ~eg:n to shoot up at once 

"Td ac. 
0- ay, they are five feet t II d 

Last year they yielded 30 lb of t ,~n as he~lthy as could be. 
at least 50 lb. . oma oes. ThIs year I shall get 

" All my customers know abo t th " 
many of them ask for a tomato h u. em,. he went on, "and 
get a drink and a feed at th ,0tI?mg, I thmk, that they might e same Ime." 

Mr. Dirnent added that each I t h 
of beer a week-a mixture of mill aand b~~ on t.he average a pint 
ale. n I er, wIth a dash of pale 

" I think whisky might b b' e a It too strong for them" h 'd , e sal . 

--------
ANY COMPLAINTS-? 

50 many members of the staff "d" . 
Territor.iais, Reserves and Mil"t · J t~~e o~ng the~r bit " with the 
submit this selection 01 servic ~ ~a, :.S shu~mer, that we venture to 

e yarns Jor t e~r amusement.- ED. 
. . (From" The Optimist."). 

~he Terntonal unit had taken ~ecrUltS' and some of them were . on a large .number of new 
mspection the officer approached

a 
little/ahw. Dunng the first rifle 

rifle, and then called to the N C Oon~ 0 t e men, had a Jook at his 
... In charge. 
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" Look at this man's rifle! " he announced. 
The sergeant looked down the barrel, swung the rifle round to 

the recruit, and barked : " Take a look at that rifle, you! " 
The recruit peered carefully down the barrel, then muttered in 

a surprised tone: "Cor! Got an 'ole right frew it! " 

'" '" '" '" 
A young and enthusiastic Cockney recruit had just been given 

his initial lesson in saluting, so when he found himself left to his 
own resources, he sallied out in the hope that he might meet an 
officer on whom he could practise his new accomplishment. He 
was in luck. Just ahead were the Commanding Officer and 
Adjutant of the Depot in deep conversation . 

The youngster's right hand shot up with military precision, 
but the officers apparently did not notice his beautiful salute. This 
would never do. He retraced his steps and passed them again, 
repeating the salute, at the same time giving a shrill whistle to 
attract their attention. Then, using his left hand to indicate the 
salute, he called out: " Oi! What about it? " 

'" '" '" '" 
The battalion doctor was awakened in his quarters by the 

'phone jangling at 3 a.m. 
" What is it ? " he asked testily and sleepily. 
" Well, you see, doctor, we have been having a big party in 

the Mess, and I am terribly worried about Major Twuggle," came 
from the other end of the wire. 

" Why bother me? Is he seeing elephants or something? " 
the doctor asked, very annoyed. 

" That is the trouble, Sir," was the reply, " the room is full 
of them and he can't see a single one." 

'" '" '" '" 
A married soldier was had up at the Orderly Room for making 

a false statement to the Commanding Officer. 
" You asked for leave to go to your mother-in-Iaw's funeral 

and I am told she is perfectly well. What have you got to say? " 
"Beg pardon, Sir. I didn't say there was anything wrong with 
my mother-in-law. I simply said that I would like to go to her 
funeral." 

Case dismissed. 

'" '" '" '" The taunt that the British soldier-especially the professional 
Regular soldier- is a "mercenary" because he received a far 
higher rate of pay than the Continental conscripts is a very old 

one. 
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There is a story told of a pompous and ill-mannered officer of 
a c rtain European army who was expounding on this them at 
a dinner party where a British officer was present. " We fight for 
honour and glory-the British Army fights for money ! " said the 
foreigner with an air of conscious superiority. 

" Quite right, old boy! " replied the British officer, with that 
smile of amused tolerance which so often puzzles other na tions, 
" each of us fights for wha t we haven' t got! " 

* * * * 
A plumber, on joining the army, went in for a trade t st and 

was asked to make a joint in a lead pipe. When fini shed, the 
officer put on his papers: " Joint very nicely done." 

Three weeks la ter the man found himself head cook in the 
Officers' Mess. 

* * * * 
SERGEANT: "Didn't you hear ' About Turn ' ? " 
RECRUIT : " No-what about him ? " 

THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES. 

The womanhood of England is drilling on the square. 
(SHUN! Jump to it! AS YOU WERE! A little sharper there). 
Foolish, fickle creatures, and physically frail , 
But the female of the species i more deadly than the male. 

The womanhood of England, a spate of keen recruits, 
Is trying on its uniform and practising salutes. 
The enemies of England are looking rather pale, 
For the female of the species i more deadly than the male. 

The womanhood of England is briskly falling in. 
They whisper it in Moscow, they mark it in Berlin . 
From Washington to Warsaw they hear it and they quail, 
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male. 

The womanhood of England came flocking to the fore, 
When every eye was on the hand that leashed the dogs of war. 
You never know with foreigners, but something turned the sca le. 
And the female of the species is more deadly than the male. 

The womanhood of England is forming into squads, 
Pn~pared for any service, against whatever odds. 

I 0 think again, ye braggarts, who would twist the Lion's tai l, 
'f For the female of the species is more deadly th an the mal . 

- .M.C. in the Q. V. R . Gazette. 
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" HOLLYWOOD." 
Within the Hollywood whereof I write 
No actor seeks employ- no filf!1 s ~re m~de ; 
But berries cluster red-and flIck nng light 
Dances across the darkness of ~he ~lade. 
No stories here of passion and mtngue . 
- Of principalities and thrones and powers, 
No crazy mountebanks the mind fatigue; 
And all the Stars are lowly yellow flowers. 

Yet tragedy exists- and Come~y ! . 
- A tiny nest is spoiled of chen,s~ed eggs, 
Into the streamlet fall s a blund :mg bee . 
And staggers out with wetted wmgs a~d legs, I 
-Or sparrows scold, and hapless r.abblts squea 
As tender paws in iron trap are gnpped , 
And sunbeams over scattered feather~ steal. 
Where little birds were slain and bodies stnpped. 

No players here to earn outstanding fees 
Exorbitant, impossible, immense, 
But in the shadows of the old gn.ad ed trees 
And down the hollows (in the tluckets dense) 
Are creatures timorous, who s.cra~ch and scrape 
Among the roots for meagre livelihood .: , 

6rr 

- And, finding such , from self I sometimes scape 
To self-forgetfulness in Hollywood . S. E. COLLl NS. 

THE ROYAL OAK. EALING BROADWAY . . 
. kman is the new licensee of the Royal Oa~, Ealing 

MISS A. Coc ork there with her uncle, m 1913. 
Broadway. She st~rte~ Wafter her f~the r' s home at Hanwell , and 
Before then she was. 00 m~ t of her free afternoons. "There 
that is where she still spen s mos " she said when I ask d what it 
isn't much to say about the workf , 11ere 'We start at half-past 

l'k "TI re are seven 0 us. . th 
was I e. le clean in , then there i servmg, . en 
eight , have breakf.ast, do. th~ . } nin " " What do you fmd 
lunches, then servmg agla~~,mMtl~:s ~oeckmg~n paused. " Well , they 

I J"ke best for lunCl . I " 
~eop .e ~ I think th y like roast beef best. 
hke vanet

l
: . . . f the Royal Oak; has been transferred from ~r. 

The Icence o. I to his niece Miss Cockman, w 0 
Cockman, who d~ed recen~ y, F od " on th~ house" seen:s to b 
knows the trade mSlde ~.u tin Sle a ointment of a new hcensee ; 
the popular way ofdceldeb ~ cl goth atPt~le North Star and the Roya l 
this was the metho a op e. 
Oak.- Middlesex Co'U.nty Tlmes. 
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THE' LIGHTER SIDE. 
A ~ach.elor was asked by a sentimental young girl why he did 

not. avail hImself of some sweet woman 's company on his voyag 
·of hfe. 

« I would," he r plied, « if I were sure that the ocean would 
always be the P acific." 

* * * * 
The pedestrian who had been knocked · down was suing the 

motorist for damages. 

At the trial the doctor was asked: « Where did th car hit 
this man? " 

" At the. junction of the dorsal and cervical v rtebrae" he 
replied. ' 

The foreman of the jury rose in his seat and remarked: " I've 
lived in this part of the country for nigh on fifty years and I know 
~~ery cross road, but I've n vel' heard of such a place. I believe 
It s a made-up case." 

* * * * 
VICAR (appealing from the P~tlPit on behalf of Dinner htnd) : 

.« What we want , my friends, is not a bstract sympathy but concrete 
plum puddings." ' 

* * * * 
PATIENT : " Oh, Doctor, I feel I'm lying right at death's door." 
DOCTOR : .. That' all right, I'll soon pull you through /' 

* * * * 
PETER : .. What was the cause of that motor collision? " 
PAN : .. Oh, the same old tory. Two drivers after the same 

pedestrian ! " 

* * * * 
HUS~AND (reading): "you know, I don't like all this 

metaphoncal stuff. I wonder what this writer means by , gems of 
thought? ' " 

':"!FE : " Oh , probably something like that ring you"re always 
promlsmg to buy m e." 

* * '* * 
OLD-F ASH[~)NE.D I;IEAD OF FLRM (sternly): "Did I see you 

-come to the offIce m a taxi, Brown? " 

.MODER.N OFFICE Boy : ,) Yes, sir, it gives the jolly old creditors 
-confIdence m us." 
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PRlSOJ\ER: .. We worn't fightin ' 
trying to separate each other! " 

yer worship , we was just 

JUDGE : .. Case dismissed." 

* * * * 
PALMI ST: .. Don't worry! the dark clouds will soon roll by, 

the sun will come peeping through, and-- " 
CLIENT: .. 'Ere, Miss, I came 'ere for a 'and readin '- not the 

weather forecast! " 

* * * * 
" After all I've told you about conomlsmg, here you are­

using two candles at once! " 
" I ain't, ma'am. Them's one candle cut in 'ad ." 

* * * 
HABERDASHEH : " I can recommend these shirts as especially 

strong. They simply laugh at laundries ." 
MRS. CRABSHAW : " Yes, I know . They come out of the tub 

with their sides split." 

* '" * 
Do TOR: " Heart not very regular. Been out East a lot ? " 
PATIENT: " No, doctor, but I've been up West a good deal. " 

* * * * 
FJ HST LAWYER: " You're a low-down cheat! " 
SECOND LAWY£R: "You're an unmitigated liar! " 

JUDGE (rapping) : "Now .that the at~?rneys have 
each other, we shall proceed WIth the case. 

* * * '" 

identified 

CUSTOMER (having a rmtgh shave) : " I say, barber, have you 
another razor? " 

BARBER: .. Yes, why? " 
CUSTOMER: "I want to defend myself." 

'" '" '" * 
f .? " JAIL VISITOR : " Are you fond 0 musIc. 

CON VICT: " I like the opening bars." 

'" '" '" '" 
d · ever 0 lucky ! Yesterday he took out an " My husban IS 

. d today a brick fell on his head. " accident 111 urance an 
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MRS. ' jONES· " What d · df I I . I ea u anguage your parrot uses !" 

MRS. H~ME : "'yes ; my husband bought the bird in tow 
and. brought It home In the car. He had two blc t d n 
engIne trouble on the way." w-ou s an some 

>I< >I< >I< >I< 

Two negroes were discussing their ancestr Said " I 
can trace ma ancestry right back along the fam~y tree." one, 

0' tI '.' We~:~ ~~swered the other pensively, " thar 's only two sort 
a in'tll~g~ n~ fe~v::r;no~r~~s~." Dey's monkeys and birds-and you 

>I< >I< >I< >I< 

" Will you be able to save the pub? " local regular. anxiou ly asked the 

" H ". . 
hoses on °ft~ so, Said the flremen who were actively playing their 

" Well," whispered the regular "what about p . 
on the slate behind the door ? " ' umpIng water 

>I< >I< >I< >I< 

A small boy said to hi father " Wh t d 
this Depression ~ What I·S ad .'. a 0 people mean about . epr esslOn anyway? " 

II
'fe Says the father: " Well, it's like this. Before the Depre si on 

was WIne women and T d .. the radio.'" , song, 0 ay It IS beer, mother, and 

>I< >I< >I< >I< 

A friend was showing us over his air-raid helter It 
lovely place. It I d d· ' was a 
and so on, la a ra 10 se t, easy chairs, a cockta il cabinet, 

" It must have cost you a Jot of money," we said. 

" Oh," he said . " It did cost me a few hundred pounds." 

As we came out at the top we n f d th 
lights strung all round the shelter. 0 Ice ere were a lot of fairy 

" What are these for ? " we asked. 

"Oh, that ' my own idea" I ·d" T ' 
'em properly. When the ene ' le sal . hat s going to fox 
II tl 

. my come over we' re going to 't h 
a lose hghts on so tha t they' ll tl . k " SWI C 
in the house all the time! " lIn we re there. But we' ll be 
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" How the devil ," asked the officer on the rifle range, " have 
you go t thos four straight bull ? Your range is six hundred yards 
and your sight is set at three hundred." 

aid the young Militiaman (formerly a trick shot in variety) : 
e th a t little rock half-way along? Well, I'm bounci ng 'cm 

off th at! " 
>I< * * * 

A musician who had b en sentenced to three months' impri on­
ment for wiI -desertion managed to cur another job on his release. 

hortly afterwards, he compla ined to a friend that he had been 
" fired ," The fri end a ked him why, to which he replied, " Well , 
they found out I'd been in jail. " " Why didn' t you tell them in the 
first place? " continued the friend. 

" But I did, " the musician responded , "They a ked me what 
my previous occupation wa and I told them I'd been a 'cellist ." 

>I< >I< >I< >I< 

A beggar, all unknowingly, knocked at the door of the village 
policeman. The door opened, and , with his head bent , the beggar 
tarted telling the talc: 

" I didn't eat y sterday," he whined, " and I didn 't eat to­
day ... " He raised his eyes and suddenly noticed the blue 
uniformed leg . . . 

" And, lumme," he ended, " I don't care a hang if I don't eat 
tomorrow either ! " 

>I< * * * 
An old outhern planter wa discus ing the h reafter with one 

of the coloured servants. 
" am," he said, " if you die first I want you to come back and 

tell me what it' s like over there. If I die first I'll come back and 
tell you what it' s like." 

" Dat suits me, mas a," replied the old negro, " but if you dies 
first, Ah wants you to promise me dat you'll come back in de 
daytime." 

* * * * 
The magistrate was a v ry keen golfer. He was t rying the 

case of a man who wa summoned for cruelty to his wife. 
" My client ," said the defending counsel, " is a much maligned 

man. His wife is constantly nagging him and, in the cnd , driven 
to cl speration , he beat her into ilence with a golf club." 

The magistrate lean d forward with a udc1en show of int eres t'. 
" In how many stroke. ? " he qnest ionecl C'ag<, r1 y, 
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An American surgeon was called upon to perform an operation 
on a millionair financier. It was a very intricate and difficult 
operation- the millionaire had an abscess on the brain . 

When at last the operation had been parformed and th patient 
came to , he felt at the bandages swathing his head, and was 
gra teful for being alive. But he became curious when he found 
that the lower part of his body was likewise well bandaged. He 
couldn't account for a brain opera tion demanding that his stomach 
should be bandaged, so he cal led for the surgeon and demanded: 

" Why the second lot of bandages? The operation was done 
to my head-- " 

" I know," said the surgeon, " but let me tell you the excit ment 
was intense. When I had finished the tension broke. The applause 
simply burst out from the admiring group of distingui hed surgeons. 
It rang through the theatre and continued for so long that, finally, 
as an encore, I removed your appendix. Hence the econd lot of 
bandages.' , 

* * * * 
It was early morning, but the motorist hadn' t got home from 

the" night before " yet. He'd been to a party and it was some 
party ! 

He was steering an uncertain course along the road when a 
milkcart turned the corner. The milkman just avoided hitting the 
car by much skill and more luck. 

The motorist eyed him with dignity. "Wotsh bid idea? " he 
asked sternly. 

" What idea? " retorted the milkman. 
" Driving an 'ntoxishcated horse ! " 

* * * * 
A film actor was taken ill, and an "extra" who had been 

hanging about the studio for some days was given a chance to mak 
good. 

The" extra " appeared to be no amateur a t love making, and 
when the kissing scenes were taken the produc r pronounced him a 
marvel. 

One kiss lasted three minutes, whereupon the overjoyrc1 
producer shouted: 

" Fine I Wonderful I Hold it I " 
Embracing the beautiful film star, the" ex tra" rr movNl his 

lips long enongh to say: " H 'm. Try and make ml Ir t go." 
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BRANCHES. 

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT. 

Mr. C. R . Holm an , one of our outdoor representatives, I.la$ 
always taken a very keen interest in flying and, on the formaj.lOn 
of the Civil Air Guard last October, he was one of ~he lrst 
Plymouthians to join the organisation and has n?w at~am~d the 
rank of Chief Unit Leader of the Plymouth Umt which IS on 
of the strongest in the country. Lord Londonderry recently. gave 
a trophy to the Civil Air Guard Commissioners f or ~resentatlo.n. to 
the most efficient Unit in the country and m t~IS competitIOn 
Plymouth have now ent red the final. Mrs. Miles, o.f Messrs. 
Phillips & Powis, the aircraft manufactu:ers of Readmg, at a 
recent inspection said that nothing wo.u1d give her greater pleasure 
than for the trophy to find a home 111 the West Country. 

[RtJprod uced bv k1md perm·;,sS1.0/£ ;TJte Western Mortl,'ing News Co., L1:miUd. 

In the photograph, Mr. C. R. Holman i seen inspecting a 
'ade of the Plymouth Unit a t the R?yal ~iarine Barracks, 

~~~mouth . AccOJ?panying Mr. Hol~an 15 Umt Leader S. G. 
Rivers, who was ill charge of the palad 
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. We are very pleas d to welcome the 1 tB ' 
R egiment , commanded b Lt. -Col. E s n. The SUffol.k 
return to Devonport fro~ Malta ih H . bW , B~ckhouse, on. theIr 
here two years ago when they ;s attalIon. was sta tIOned 
photograph a portion of the ba ttalio:~l~: ~any fnends. In. ~h e 
at Devonport. Our Mr G S'l ' J:' seen after detrammg 

. . . . eal e IS m the photog ' h J 
~as anx;lOus to greet his nu merous fri ends in the battalio ~ ap Ala 1 
a sportll1g batta lIon they will be a I . ways 
circles and we learn that shortly b~f a. s~t t~ Plymouth sporting 
the Command Sports. 01 e eavmg Malta they won 

[Reprod1lced by k,,/d permiSSloll 0/ The Westem Mor ' N . 
IU,,!! cws (.;0., Ltmiltd. 

When considering the venu f th ·· . 
would be well advised to cons'd

e ~~ 11 ~ext holIdays our readers 
~s on the sunny south coas t o/Del~o~e merIts. of Thurle tone, ",Vhich 
111 the Doom day Book (Torles taJ) . Th~1l1eston e wa mentIOned 
those who like a little histo ' 1 ~Ind t1:1S may .be of interest to 
cottages is a very prett si ht ly. . 1 ~ Vllla&"e wIth It thatched 
in fact when Philip tt g a~d IS flll e~ WIth old world charm ' 
" Invincible" Armada ~~r t1con of SpalJ1 proudly la unched" Il~ ' 
think that timbers from onc 1~ Ic?nq~es t of England, little did he 
for centuries in the ceilin 0 }lS, PJDoud fleet. would presen tl y rest 

g 0 a evonshlre farmhouse. This 
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farmhou e, built in 1588, was the birthplace of the Thurlestone 
Hotel. What is now th Cocktail Bar was once part of the original 
farm kitchen, and overhead the black curved , oaken beams from 
the wreck of the Spanish Hospital Ship, St. Pete'/' the Great, silently 
tell their story of the wrecked hopes of a great empire and the 
ascent of England to her place as mist res of the seas. The crested 
chair, with their horsehair seats, a re veterans of the Crimea, where 
th y served as part of the equipment in Florence Nightingale's own 
ward- the pioneer of field hospitals. Thurlestone Hotel is therefore 
a combination of the modern a nd the antique-it is equipped to 
accommodate over 200 guests with hot and cold water in the rooms, 
telephones, electric light , a la rge dining room and a spJendid ball 
room , a magnificent garden, a golf course, tennis courts- in fact 
every modern convenience for your comfort and pleasure. 

W are very pleased to learn that Miss B. J oan H awke has been 
successful ,in passing the final examination of the Boa rd of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. By her latest success 
Miss Hawke now holds tripl qualification , which are: L.R.c.P. 
(Edin .), L.R. c. . (Edin .), and L.R.F.P. & S. (Glasgow), to r ward 
her for her years of study. Her parents, Mr. and Mr . G. H . Hawke, 
of the London H otel , A hburton, doubtles fee l very prou\! of their 
daughter' ach ievements. 

Mr. H. C. Coaker has now taken over the tenancy of the toke 
Wine and Spirit Vaults, Devonport , and w wi h him every SLl CC s 
in his n w undertaking. 

One of our draymen, .J . B . mith, was onc of th cent ral 
characters in a real life drama a t Dartmouth recently . Whilst 
loading his lorry outside the F loating Bridge Inn , mith heard 
hout from the river and immediately ran to the edge of th quay 

where he saw th at a yOLlng girl had fallen into deep wa ter ; the 
only oth r specta tor , who wa unable to wim, could not r ach 
h r . Smith dived into the river and brought the girl to shore. 
After having borrowed a change of clothes he was oon back on his 
job again , none the worse for hi s adv nture. 

The hot w ather has arrived with th tart of the football 
season, as usual, and the football players should easily g t rid of 
,their holiday fatness. Th re should be ome good fun in th 
pr sent Football League season as 44 Third Division teams ay 
they are going up to the Second Divi ion and the 22 Second Division 
t eams have already decided to be promoted to the First Divi ion 
next y ar-so we can all get our P ools correct and it will be a 
hame to t::tke the money I 
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WOKI G. 
Saturday, 29th July, was the occasion of a pI a ing little 

ceremony, when Mr. G. E . Ashdown left here to take up an 
appointment at Blandford Branch. On behalf of the entire staff , 
Mr. A. Wake presented him Wjt]1 a " Revelation " suitcase and, in 
conveying to him the good wishes of all, said he hoped that his 
fortunes would expand in the same fashion as the suitcase. We 
hope that by the time these notes are in print Mr. Ashdown will 
be settled in and enj oying the change of scene. 

We are used to hearing of dubs with unusual aims and perhaps 
having unusual member , but the palm should go, we think, to 
the Hersham Working Men's Club, who have a thriving " Hen­
pecked Husbands' Club." The club started in J anuary of this 
year as the outcome of a joke, and has now quite a considerable 
membership under the Presidency of Mr. T. Meek. We must say 
that the ultimate aims of the club are a little obscure, but no doubt 
the .. Hen-pecking " wives (if, that is, any exist I) will be pleased 
to give us their views on its constitution, with perhaps a footnote 
or two upon the members. A " newsy" little monthly magazine 
is publisl1ed and is eagerly awaited by the members, containing as 
it does many items of interest dealing with current affairs of the 
Working Men's Club. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
W were pleased to have again this year in our district the 

145th South Midland Infantry Brigade (T.A.) who did their annual 
training at Lavant, near Chichester. The weather was good and 
the camp was an ideal one, after the very bad condition of Beaulieu 
and Corfe Castle, where we were also supplying Territorial Units. 
With the troops was the Oxfordshire detachment of the V.A.D. 
The establishment of the Brigade was duplicated during the past 
few months and many of the men are new recruits fitted out for 
the first time in uniforms of the now familiar ba ttle dress. On 
August 18th an interesting exercise was undertaken. Three 
companies, each 250 strong, were conveyed by air from Tangmere 
Aerodrome in Bombay Troop Carriers for a secret destination. 
The exercise has been designed to demonstrate the mobility of large 
bodies of troops by speedy transfer from one section of hostilities 
to another at short notice. The troops arrived at Lavant on the 
Sunday before the August Bank Holiday and General Hughes had 
a worel of praise for the local Police Force. .. The way the troops 
and transport were got pa~t Chichester Cross was excellent ," he 
saiel . Throughout the day a continuous stream of transport and 
troops passed through the city and when the extra holiday traffic 
began to pour in , the Police kept things well under control. In 
all, about 3,000 troop were under canvas at this camp, and we 
hope they all had an enjoyable two weeks' stay. We met many 
old fri ends and hope made some new ones. 

, 
Bra~lcy &.: Son , Ltd. , Tbc Crown Pnu, entoD Strut , R,udiaK. 
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