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In the late War General Pershing ra ted smoking highly . 
" Tobacco is as in d ispen able as th e daily ra tion," he on e cabled 
to Washington. " We must have thousands of tons of it without 
deJay ." 

An increase of smoking follows very grea t war . In 1914, the 
a nnual consumption of cigar ttes in E ngland averaged 201 per 
head of popula tion. By 1927 it had ri sen to 811. In Germany the 
pre-war on umption was 195 a nd in 1927, 502. Th fi gures for 
the United State are still more remarkable, in creasing from 143 
before the War to 798 thirteen years la ter. 

SOL U T IO N TO LAST M O NTH'S CROSS WORD P U ZZLE . 
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THE H op L EAF GAZETTE . 

LIFE. 

Man comes into thi s World without hi s con ent 
a nd leaves it aga in st hi s wi ll. On earth he 
is misjudged and mi sunderstood . In infa ncy he 
is a n angel, in Boyhood h i. a Devil, in Manhood 
he is a fool. If h has a wi fe a nd fa mily he is 
a chump, if he is a ba helor he is inhuman. If 
lie nters a public hous he is a drunkard, if h 
stays out he is a mis r. If h is a poor man he 
has no brains. If he is ri ch he ha all th e luck 
in the world. If he ha brains he is consider d 
smar t but eli h ones t. If he go s to church h i 
a hypocrite. If he tays away he is a sinful 
man. If he gives to hari ty it is for adverti s ment . 
If he does not h is st ingy and mean. When he 
omes into the World everybody wants to ki s him . 

ff h dies yo ung th r was a great fu ture before 
him , if he live to a ripe old age everybody 
hopes he has made a will. 
Life is a funn y proposition. 

E. V. LU AS: E SAYI T . 

SI 

Mr. E . V. Lucas is probably bet ter known as a writ r of essays 
and impr s ions, th an as a Cl' ' ator of fi ction . There have been 
published , altogether , over fifty vo lumes of hi essays a nd novels. 

The word "essay" i n arly always calcula ted to fri ghten 
away the would-be reader , but it will be found tha t th es ay 
wri t ten by E. V. Luca arc not by any means so formidable as, for 
in tance, th ose of Emerson. 

His parti cular f orte is, without doub t, th easy- flowing r -
counting of impressions gathered during wanderings in variou part 
of E urope, Venice, Paris a nd Rome, to mention a f w, not forgetting 
London . 

A most noti c able feature of hi s writings i hi s great under­
standing of the signs ancl things of Na ture, an accomplishment 
achieved almost without ex I tion by tho who" wander " with 
open eyes and mind . 

Th writer can r comm nd " Events and E mbroideri ," 
published in 1926, as representa tiv of his essays, and " p cially 
S lee ted " as his b st humourOll ffort . 

P.L. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 

Like music heard on the still water , 
Like pines when the wind passe th by, 
Like pearls in the depth of the ocean , 
Like stars tha t enamel the sky. 
Like June and the odour of roses, 
Like dew and the freshness of morn, 
Like th sunshine that kiss s the clover , 
Like tass Is of silk on the corn , 
Like no tes of the thrush in the woodland, 
Like brooks where the violets grow, 
Like rainbows that arch the blue heavens 
Like clouds when the sun dippeth low, 
Like dreams of Arcadian pleasur s, 
Like colours that gratefully blend , 
Like every thing breathing of pureness, 
Like those is the love of a fri nd. 

THE LIGHTER IDE. 

SECRETARY: " Do you wish to see Abdullah Rajaputra, the 
great Hindu cla irvoyant , madam ? " 

VISITOR: " Ay, young man . Tell him it 's his sister Maggie 
frae Glasgow. " 

... ... ... ... 

A noisy young man, om what gone in liquor , as the charming 
phrase has it , was ejected from lh side entranc of a music hall. 

H looked at the stalwart commissiona ir and said: " You'll 
be very shorry for this y t. You don' t know who I am. I belong 
to a very 'portant family." 

" I beg your pardon, sir ," said the commissionair , It come 
hinside again, and we'll chuck yeI' out of the front door. " 

... ... ... ... 

The small son of lhe house was chatting on the fron t porch with 
the young man who had called lo s e his big sist r . 

" Daddy says you are like the mont.h of Jun ," confided t.he 
youngs ter , "'caus wh n you com in May goes out. " 
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The clerk had been off duty for a week wi th a cold, and his 
work had fallen behind. When he return d to th e office the boss 
sent for him . 

" Ah , Smith," he said , " I xp -ct you have made some arrange­
ments about the ledger whil you were away? " 

" Yes, sir, " r eplied the cl rk gloomily, " but they came 
unstuck, sir. None of my fa nci s were in the first three ." 
Situation vacant. 

... ... ... ... 

A young speed hog one day was showing off his new racing car 
to a fri end . 

" A beauty ," agreed the fri end, " but what's the idea of having 
it painted black on one side, and white on the other ? " 

The owner laughed . 

" Ah , that's cunning, that is," he said . It You ought to hear 
the wi tnesses con tradicting each other. " 

... ... ... ... 

A Highland a thlete of great strength was given an appointment , 
on retiring, of travelling for a certain brand of whisky. His 
methods were unique and interes ting. Entering a hotel one day he 
called for a glass of the brand he repres nt d . The waiter regretted 
that they did not stock it. The traveller 's gaze f II upon the 
waiter 's tray, which was stamped with the advertis ment of a rival 
blend. " I 'll borrow that tray for a minute, " he said, and with 
astonishing ease he b nt it in two . " Ay, ay, " he sighed, " their 
trays are just as weak as their whusky." 

... ... ... ... 

. The London 'bus had moved off from its stance during a heavy 
rainstorm when a man with a cage containing two canaries was 
observed running. The conductor immediately arrested the 
progress of the 'bus, and as he assi ted the perspiring passenger on 
board he was heard to say: " YeI' nearly missed the Ark that time, 
Noah I " 

... ... ... ... 

YOUNG LADY : " Will you buy a ticket and see the Morris 
dancing in our hall next week ? " 

OLD GENTLEMAN : It Sure. Isn 't it wonderful what they can 
do with these small cars nowadays I " 
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The employer was r counting some of hi s exp rienees to an 
attentive audience. 

" I remember on ," h said ," when I was in tb middle of the 
jungle and a fi erce trib o f savages cam charging a t me." 

" Gracious I " exclaimed on of the audien e, " wha tever did 
yo u do ? " 

The explorer proudly threw back hi s shoulders. " I stared a t 
th m un til I was black in the fac , and they took m for one of th ir 
tribe," he expla in d . 

* * * * 
Following a rubber of bridge there was a hot a rgument between 

th partners, in which the choleri c gentleman from the East said 
to the yo unger man : " You're an ill-bred puppy, sir. " " H ow 
dare yo u ? " r etorted the other . "I come from a better fa mily 
than yo u do ." " We won ' t discuss that ," said the first ma n. 
" W.he/; I wa nt yo ur pedigree , I'll drop into the Kennel Club and 
get It. · 

* * * * 
~ farmer , visiting his son's college and wandering into a 

chemistry class, aw som - students busy with retorts a nd tes t tubes. 

" Wha t are you try ing to do ? " he asked . " We'r ndeavour­
ing," replied on of the s tudents, " to di scover or invent a univer sal 
solven t. " 

" Wha t's tha t ?" asked the farmer. " A liquid tha t will 
disso lve a ny thing." 

" Tha t 's a fin e idea," agr ed the farmer. " But wh n you find 
it, wha t a re yo u go ing to k p it in ? " 

* * * * 

An a mu in.g tal is told ~y. a thea tri ca ~ ag nt o f a yo ung man 
wh o came to hlln a nd asked If It wer pOSSible to g' t a job on th 
stage. " Got a ny expcri n e? " a ked th ag n t. l~ or a nsw r th 
a pplicant , with a n a ir o f quiet pride, too k a newspa p r cutting from 
hi l ocket a nd hand cl it over. With a mi x ture of a mus m nt a nd 
a maz ment, th ag nt r ad lh following: 

" Accused , wh o den i d th assault , condu t cl h is own a e 
in a somewha l dra ma ti c ma nn r ." 
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An American was giving some illustra tions of th size of his 
country. " You can board a tr a in in the Sta te of Kentucky a t 
dawn ," he said impressively, " and twenty-four hours later yo u'll 
still be in Kentucky Sta te." 

" Y s, " said one of his E ngli sh lis teners, with feeling, " we' v 
go t trains li ke th a t here, too." 

* * * * 
Two sportsm n , instead of going to the moors on w t day, 

too k a stroll into th neighbouring Highland town . They pass cl a 
stree t called " ammesreinach Road ." " My word ," sa id on , 
" wh a t a gloriously itua ted town . Couldn ' t you tay here for 
ever ?" Th other shook hi. head . " Oh , dear , no . Think of 
coming home from the club a t on o 'clock in the morning and 
having to tell your tax iman to take yo u to' ammesr in ach R oad .' " 

* * * * 
MISTRESS: " You will ut the lawn , water th roses , pla n t some 

chrysanth mums, hoe th turnips, ut spinach , net the ch rry tr cs, 
hea t the greenhous -- " 

NE W ARDENER :" Excus _ m , mada m, bu t i thi s the day' 
work or a fiv -y ar pla n ? " 

* * * * 
On the r turn from th ir honeymoon, lh hu ba nd inform d hi s 

wif that he was xc dingly fond o f jellie I cls. The in xperi nced 
yo ung lady th r cfore wen t to th fi hshop a nd p urcha. cl a li v onc. 

Wh n th hu ba nd r turn d for dinnCT hi s wif a l ologised for 
th fact tha t it was not y t r acl y . " Tt 's the eel tha t 's to bLa m ," 
~h explain d . " I' ve b n try ing my harde t to kill it a ll lay, bu t 
It simply won't d ie. However, a ll will be well in a f ·w momcnt 
now. J'.f/'t .drowning it." 

* * * 
Th r sid nt sccr ta ry in a prov in ia L town of on ' of the big 

insuran ompanies wa. , nt'crla ining hi s ge n r al ma nage- r on day 
and sugg sted a game o f golf , whi h o ffcr was accept ed . fl so 
happen d tha t the retary was in unusually good form a nd th 
game nded a t the twelflh hoLe. Th manag r was rat h r a nnoyed 
a t being so h a rliLy bea ten, a nd he inquired ac i \ly as he pi k cl his 
ball o ff the gr n :" Tell m , Mr . Bla nk , wh a t do you c10 in "ddi t ion 
lo golf ? .. 
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" l?ut y~? can'~ have .re~cI my book," the troublesome author 
complam d, there s a tJrrmg passage in every chap ter." 

" "Sh~w thi ~ g ntleman out," said the publisher to his clerk 
we don t publIsh books on cook ry. " ' 

* * * * 
A retired and wealthy clergyman call d upon his favourite 

nephew one Sunday afternoon and was informed by the young wife 
that h~r husband was at the golf club. "Oh," said the reverend 
w1cle In a tone of considera?le displeasure, "so Gorge golfs on 
Sunday, ~oes he? I hadn t known that before." " 01 
U I" d t1 'f' 1, no , nc e, sal 1e Wl e In a tone of confusion, " he doesn't go to the 
club on Sundays to play golf, he just goes to drink." 

THE LION ROARS . 

Dre~ming the Lion sits, 
WhIle all around 
The greedy chorus rings 
Of flouting jackal, fleering hound. 

Has he fo~go t his kingship, 
Bough t WJ th th price of years? 
Is thi the nel of greatness? 
Squander'el .the blood and tears? 

Sudden the Lion rises 
The Lion roars .... '. 
The curs that yapped lie silent 
Licking their sores. ' 

M.D. (in the Daily T elegraph). 
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BRANCHES. 

BRIGHTON. 

Following recent similar vents a t Reading, we at Brighton 
have been acknowledging a Jubilee. Fifty years ago, in October, 
1881, our foreman , " Albert " Smith, joined the Brighton staff as 
a lad of 13, and has worked for the Firm at Brighton ever since. 

On Monday the 12th October, the Brighton staff met at the 
Royal Oak, St. James's Street, to celebrate this unusual event. 

Our manager , Mr. C. G. Adams, presided over the gathering, 
and after a few introductory remarks, presented on behalf of the 
staff , an armchair and walking stick, hoping that Albert would have 
many comfortable hours in the chair, and find the stick something 
to lean on if he ever got old. W. Golding also spoke of th e general 
good feeling that existed between Albert and the staff. 

Albert , who was much touched by the unexpected presentation, 
thanked all present, and his health was drunk with musical honours. 

Albert has been persuaded to write a few of his recollections, 
which we hope will find their way into print, together with a recent 
photo of him. 

SOME OF MY EXPERIENCES DURING 50 YEARS' SERVICE WITH MESSRS. 
H. & G. SlMONDS LTD. 

On leaving school in 1881 at the age of 13 years, I joined the 
staff at Brighton under the then manag r , Mr. C. Heath ; Mr. T. J. 
Pulley being the General Branch manag r. 

My first work was in the bottling cellars, labelling and "filling 
beer bottles. In my early day th re were no electric motors to 
do the work for you, and bottles wer all washed by foot treadle 
machines, and after a day on one of them your legs were tired. 
Then I was made a gen ral han 'l, go ing out with the vans and doing 
all sorts of work. 

My next move was to' assist in th wine and spirit department, 
and I was afterward put in charge of th bottled b er and ca k b er 
stores. At that time, as now, our lead ing line was" S.B.," sold 
then at 3/- per doz n cork pint. We also bottled arly in every 
spring a large quantity of r puted pints of LP .A. for the ummer 
trade on th West Pier, th firm th n being the contractors for 
refreshments. On Bank Holidays, undays, and other ev ·ning 
when they w re busy, I us d to go on the pi r and help behind the 
bar, drawing the corks for the young lad ies, ther b ing no patent 
cork pull rs then. 



8 TilE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 

. When I wa ~2 y ar old" ~nd Mr. Bayliss took th plac [ 
Ml . H a th , wh o c11 .d! Mr. w,. LlIlclars sugges t d 1 houlcl be mad 
for ma~" whlCh po ItlOn r stJJl hold, We did a la rge trade in wines 
a nd plnt5 111 thos clays as th local br w rs only supplied th ir 
hou ~s. :vith b er: <~ncl bein~ foreman T had to clo a ll th l' clu ing 
of SPIrIts and bot~lll1g of ~JI1. In thos clays w used to k ep six 
horses, and s ll1 etlnl sa dflv l' start d out with a I ai r of horses and 
a load of beer , ancl wa away two night , r eplcni l1ing hi s loa I from 
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som ' railway staLion wh ere more I ec r had becn sc nt from R acling. 
In loo king 'l fter the horses r a m pI ased to say r have help d a good 
nnmb r to r ov r frol11 sickness a nd la meness, a nd during th ' 
whole 50 y ars w ' only had two di. Now w havc no h rses. 

Going bac k to bollled beers, in years go ne by wc uscd to 
bottle a nd la b I it " . t[()l1 g S ot h Ale," also we used to bottle 
Rid 's" ooper ," m os tly in pints. Wh n Mr. tocker cnt r cl lh 
firm we bega t1 to get cliff rent cla~s s of bottled beers, and the trad ' 
has very I11U h in r ea ecl . With so l11uch ompetit iun, 1 think 
Sil11 onds' beers keep w 11 to th fro nt. 

Mr. Bayli ss d i d in H)og, a nd Mr . Adal11s was appo inled 
l11 anag r . Thcn Reading too k over the bo ttling of win sand 
spirits whi h a r now s nt clown frOI11 Read ing ready fo r d livery . 
Th a t of course too k a gr at deal of work a way from me, but s till 
leav 5 me pI nty to do in generall y looking a fter the hapel tre t 
stores. I end t lIi s littl e account o f some o f my doing~ by wi shing 
th Firm, a nd all tb 'sta ff , a ll good wishes. 

A. J~. MITH , 
Brigh ton tor s. 

WOI([NG . 

" Off with th old a nd on with the new" is perhaps a th ought 
much in our minds at thi s sea on o f th year when many of u of 
th " Hop Leaf" family a re engaged in ummar ising last year 's 
ac tiviti es, and at the ame tim , emba rking ulon a new finan cial 
year. Although it is common to hear expr ssion to th ff ct that 
we a r w 11 rid o f th e summer of 193J, b cause of it many sunl s 
days, w a t Woking Bra n h have a id " ad ieu" with mingled 
feelings as W ' hav had a wond dui suc es iOIl o f vent to cater 
for , and the return of our anvas for wint r torage marks the 
terminalion o f a period in whi h th " H op Leaf" fl ag ha b en 
k pt well to th front in all outdoor events in thi. cli tri t. Wc 
record some f the r ent ha pp nings in thi re. p ct. all 1 a ling 
with agri 'ulture, the o.lcles t industry in th world . 

The firs t of this seri 5 was th Ch rtsey show a nd ploug.hing 
ma lch h Id at Fan ourt, Lyn t', on eptember 16th, in glor iou ' 
wea ther ; in fa t it prov d to b one o f th b st day o f the whot 
year. Las t y a r was ma rr cl I Y a n out! r ak o f " r oo t-and-mouth " 
'di seas , and thi s season' show n d cl great ff rts by Mr. 1£. W . 
Collin s, hon . 5 Cl' tary , ancl his rOl11mitt e. The writ r wa 
prev nt cl from att nding th lun ch on provided at lh Lyn 
Institute by ir Edwarcl tern , 1:3a rt ., a nd on quently wa un abl 
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to meet our many hertsey friends, but this was put right at the 
Egham show a few days later and referred to below. 

The ploughing match at Chobham Park on the 30th September 
was our next call, and the ploughmens' work revealed that skilled 
craftsmanship is not one of the handicaps from which the agri­
cultural industry i suffering. A huge joint of beef with plentiful 
supplies of good Berkshire ale figured largely at the luncheon 
tab~e, and Mr. W. E. Liley of the Fox Inn, Pirbright, proved once 
agam that he knows how to cater for Britain's" son of the soil.', 

Chobham Ploughing Match . Messrs . Slocock Bros' team in the field 
with Mr. F . Lintott in attendance. 

The next of the series wa th.e ~nnual how of the Egham and 
Thorpe Royal Agn cultural AssoclatlOn , which was h Id a t Egham 
on 1st October. The horticultural s ction was a blaze of colour 
and one observed that. th · exhi bits, particularly in r gard to roses, 
would have done crecl1t to a much larger show. Th writer ha 
pl~a ant.mem~ries of his visit her, as he m t many of our hertsey 
ffl ends, mcluchng Mr, E. W. .olli,ns (hon. secretary of th hertsey 
show), who ~ppeared to be enJoymg a real busman' holiday. Our 
very good ffl end , Mr. Boyce of Guildford, was the cat rer and his 
name is a sufficient guarantee of quality and service. ' 

Finally, Octob r 7th, saw us at the 102nd annual show and 
ploughing match of the urr y Agricultural A sociation , held at 
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the Home Farm, Betchworth, n ar Dorking, thus bringing to a close 
our season's programme of outdoor events. 

THE SPIRIT OF A NATWN. 

A member of the working classes, I have managed by means 
of small sums spen t weekly on cigar ttes to procure a wir less se t. 
I have listened to broadcasts respe ling the na tional crisis, but 
something to my mind has been lacking. I had not actually 
reali d the exten t of the calami ty approaching our coun try any 
more than that whi ch was applicable to th effect upon myself. 
This idea overcast my thoughts and these became p rsonal only. 
Tonight , Saturday, October 3rd, I chose the econd part of the 
promenade conc rt for my " wir 1 ss half-an-hour." The first item 
I heard was a " F antasy on British ea Song, ," arranged by the 
con luctor, and my mind was cleared. It envi ag d the scene at 
the Queen's Hall mor vividly than any pictur could. What an 
in,!pression I Those hundreds in th audience caught up the th me 
of the closing bars, singing " Rule Britannia," with more than 
patriotic fervour, and n ver cea ing th iT applau e un til th 
conductor, in an inspired flash , acceded to their d mand and 
repeated th inspiring strains. 

An apt expr s ion of the" pirit of the Nation I" Parties, 
politics, per onal worries, cause and [feet arc forgotten in a great 
moment's worship at their ountry's shrine. A mom nt to be 
rememh red I A conductor ' inspiration , the orch stra' h ar t­
whole comprehension, and th f rven t reac tion of the aud ience have 
made th music and words of " Rul Britannia" una pproa hable 
classi . 

ir Henry Wood has ever been popular, but at no oth r tim 
has he shown hi r al gr a tne s in uch a facile manner. Unanimity 
of though t hell way throughout, and a great echo wa found in 
anoth r tremendous climax- th clo o( the program m with 
" Goel Save the King," and th p ople' r ndition of " For I-I '. a 
J olly Good Fellow." This again rc-echoed in my own hart. 
Unity of purpos was n v r bett r portrayed. ever b tter 
displayed the fac t th a t while th British p 'ople an act 0 
spontaneously and with uch harmony of mind th y will n ver b 
slav s of circumstance. There is always hop in the darke t 
mOIn nt , but confiden e and unity of plLl"pOS will calls all to say 
a t the nd of th crisis:-

"VEL EXUVIAE TRIUMHfA T. " 
R .. 

We were sorry this month to hav to bid an official farew II to 
Our old hors driver, Mr. Gorge H. lark , and we hope that with 
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the relief he will now xp rience from the stress and strain whi ch 
. em in parabl · from pr sent day bu in s , he will njoy a large 
m a ur of good h alth and tranquility. H e will always be 
r membered ~ith kindly feeling. by the memb rs of th Woking 
Branch taff, If only b caus of hI care and] votion to th Firm's 
horse, a nd his unfa iling ourtesy to all our cLlstomers who 
frequ ntly comm nt d favourably on his polit nes a nd good 
mann r, which arn d Ior him th title of " Th G ntlema n 
Driv r." We appreciate hi ervi e and wi h him w 11 in his 
retirement . 

PORT MOUTH. 

. A featu[ of th 48th Portsmouth United S rvic 5 rifle m ting, 
whi ch wa held at the Tipnor r ange, was th v ryfin p rforma nces 
of th 1st J?n. W lch l~ giment , of th e. New Barracks, Go p rt, in 
fac t , the b.lgge t ~u[pn of th m tmg wa th apture of th 
Royal Mann Artillery chall nge cup by their t a m of ma rksmen . 
It is a. curio~s fact that in .this th -ir last attempt to cap tllr thi 
xc?edmg~y fme trophy, whi ch was presented by th l~oyal Marine 

Artillery lJ1 1899, the W lch H giment were succe s fu!. N v -r 
befor? have th ey achi ved thi coveted honOLlr, but on this 
o ca Ion th y ou.tcla sed a nd outpointed th other ontestants 
a mong whom were the l~oyal Marine (Eastney) and H.M .. 
Excellent, both pr violl s winners s veral times. Th e Welch 
R giment returned a s ore of 227, the l~oyal Marines being runners­
up, ;33 points ~ehind. Besides thi s noteworthy success th Welch 
Reg~m nt ca:nec! o ff the omma nd r-in-Chief's cup from th Royal 
Marmes J y SIX hits, also the Gen ral 's cup and th e almon Ul , a nd 
altog . ther ~ound. up. their s tay in this distri t with some very fin e 
shootmg. fh e .wmlllnf{ of four trophies at on m cting, including 
the Royal MarJl1 ArtIll ery challenge cup, is on id red no mean 
f at. 

!~ i with unani.mous regret that the many Iri nds of the 1St 
Bn. I he Welch l~egJJnen t , who under the pres n t trooping season 
ord e~,s, left t.'le New ~arracks, .GoS] ort, f~r Aldershot , aid " good 
bye to thlS v ry fll1e sportmg Bat talIon t wards th end of 
October. They have been station d a t the New Barra ks for some 
four years arriving ther from Aden. We hop th e four years 
were happy ones for them and we wi h th m all goo [luck at their 
new quarters. During th ir stay, t. David 's Day has been a r ed 
letter day for Gosport, for on thi s day th y had th ir R gimental 
sports and annual Sergeants' ball and f stivitie. W think th at 
all who have been fortunate -nough to hav had invitations for 
these events, and the invitation w re given v ry generou. ly, will 
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feel that one of th e be t events of th year has been lost to us . 
The 1St Bn . of T ile Man chester Regim n t will ta ke over from the 
Welch Regiment a t the N w Ba rrac k. a nd already hav mad many 
friends locally. We hope th at th ey will Jik their new stat ion a nd 
tiJat th ir tay at Gosport will prove in very way as happy as t he 
·tay of th 1St Welch l~egim ent has be n, although w believe it 
will not be 0 long. 

Th n'ew destroyer, H .M .. Acheron, one of the ight d troyers 
Jaid down under the 1927-28 sLimat s, carri d out a ceptance 
trial off Portsmouth a nd was commi sioned on October I4th . 
Th Aciteron, which has b en sel ctee! for duty with the Atlantic 
F] t a an add itional des lroyer, is the fir t hip in the Navy to b 
fitted with sp cial turbin eq uipm nt with high pr . sur and high 
t mp rature xperim ntal boil rs install d to s cur e onomy of 
Iu 1 con umption. The Acheron rec ntly s t up a 11 w r cord in 
fn 1 economy for steam prop lIed naval craft, during trial ' on the 

lyd . 
NEW COMMANDEH- I N-CIIIEF. 

Admiral ir J ohn D . Kelly, the new ommander- in- hi f of 
the Atlantic Fleet hoi ted hi s flag in H .M.S. Nelson at Portsmouth 
Dockyard before the FIe t I ft for the autumn crui sc. Th 
appo intment of Admiral K lly wa a nnOllnc d on eptcmb r 2 th 
in cons quence of the illn s of ir Michael Hodge , who wa 
a Imittecl to H aslar Ho pital suff ring from plemi y, on th ev of 
th FIe t 's d parture. 

Th Portsmouth Trad s' a nd Indu tries Fair held at th 
onnaught Drill H all was the usual big succ s a nd attracted larg 

crowds of p opl. Despit the time in whi h th exhibition was 
held, in the midst of trade d pres ion, a one walked round th 
different taUs, they could not but help notici ng the gai ty of th 
throngs, the optimi m of the taU-holdcr, a nd thc " Buy Briti h " 
pirit which p rvaded the wh ole a ffa ir. The e a nnual xhibi tion 

are very popular and are well d s rving of the upport th y r eive. 

The United ervices rugby football club have go t tog th r a 
wond rfully fine team this season and opponents dming the coming 
months will find them an imJ osing combination . In th past the 
United ervices have won for them elves high tradition a nd are 
Cl grea t a ttrac tion wherever th y play, but this sea on th y probably 
have thc fin est t a m ev r. Already the rvic hav bn honour d 
by th selec tion of four of their player to repres n t London 
against the outh African tourists. This fin form of thc ervices 
points to H ampshire ha ving a u cess ful sea on a nd with th ir 
galaxy of taJ nt there i every reason for optimi m. At th moment 
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Hampshire ' chanc s in the County championship c rtainly seem to 
be bright and great things can be looked for. 

ince last month 's notes appeared" Pompey" have fail d to 
fulfil our high hopes and expectations and at the moment are 
floundering at the bottom of the table. This. position, howev~r , is 
not their true on for the football served up IS worthy o( a hlgher 
position in the league. Still, it is goals tha t count and undoubtedly 
" Pompey " are out to r medy this defec t, following which a rise in 
the league table will quickly tak place. 

We very much regr t having to report this month th dea th of 
the late Mr. W. Toms. Mr. Toms was 92 years' old and until a week 
or two before his death he was in wonderfully good h alth. A 
readers will r ecollect in las t month's i sue of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 
we published a photograph of him , togeth r with Mr. Farrington . 
This photograph was only taken at the end of S ptember and at 
that time he was quite well. We all here, and we know that all 
his friends at Reading and the Branches, will join with us in our 
d ep sympathy for Mr . Toms in her bereavement. Th fun ral 
took place at Milton emetery, Portsmouth, on Tuesday, Octob r 
13th . 
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SLOUGH. 

TAPLOW TERRITORIAL CLUB, AND 394TH BATTERY (99TH ROYAL 
BUCKS AND BERKS YEOMANRY) ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

We again take much pleasure t~ record th~t the members of 
the Taplow Territorial Club held th.elr annual,~h~n.er on Saturday, 
October loth last at the Drill Hall, faplow. .lhls lS a very happy 
and well organized even t, the arrange men ts bell1g the capable ha,:ds 
of the popular club secretary and steward, Battery Sergeant-Major 
V. J. McOmie. 

Major R H. Wilson, M.C., presided, and supporting him were 
Col. Lionel Hanbury, C.M.G., Col. E. F. Lawson , D.S.O., M .. C., 
Col. C. R Barron, Col. O. P . Serocold, C.M.G., Capt. J. S. Starling 
(Adjutant) , Capt. J. E. Clarke, Capt. M. H. Summers, RA.M.C., 
Lieut. C. L. Hanbury, Lieut. H . A. M. Earle, and many old me~bers 
of the club. There were also presen t many N .C.O's. of the Bngade 
from Aylesbury, High Wycombe, Reading, etc., bringing the number 
up to well over one hundred who sa~ down and regaled themselves 
most enjoyably with an ex~ellent (lInner. 

Following the Royal toast , proposed by the chairman, and 
most loyally responded to by everyone present , Col. Hanbury 
ubmitted the toast of" Prosperity to the Club." He congratul.ated 

the members on having the club premises rc-decorated so I1lcely 
before the call of economy had r ached them. He could not allow 
the occasion to pass without rcierring to his old fri end Col. Barro~, 
who was one of the found ers of the Drill Hall at Taplow. The Drill 
Hall to-day was serving a. gre~t purpose, ~l:ich was adeq~ate 
recom pense for the great difhcul tl es and OppOSl tlOn he had re~elved 
before he succeeded in having his own way. Col. Han bury dId not 
wish to introduce politics into any of hi remark~, but he gave the 
company present a little idea of the causes whlch led.up to ~he 
present great National bnancial ri sis, which was most ll1ter~stl~g 
and instructive. Col. Hanbury mentioned that as an old Terntonal 
he was proud to be amongst them,. a~~ happy t? see t~e good 
Associations between them and the clvlllan 111 theIr club life. 

Major R H. Wilson responding to this toa.st ob~erved that th 
Taplow Territorial Club was doing very well l~ SpIt of the most 
strenuous times we were passing through, and It was a great as~ t 
to the Territorial unit in their distri t . He concluded by expressll1g 
the members' appreciation of the servi s of B .. Major McOmie 
and the members of his committee. 

Lieut. C. L. Hanbury gav the health of the vi~itors, eulo~izing 
their respective m rits in a happy litU speech whlch was sUltably 
r sponded to by olonel E. F. Lawson. 
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The mu ic d uring the c1inn r was provid 1 by J ack Higgs' ba n 1, 
following whi h a mu ical programme wa. gr a ll y appr ia tec1 by 
the compa ny, th und rm ntion d arti st s providing a n xce ll nt 
programme throughout th ev ning . Ml'. Sid 0 ' aUagha n (Reading 
Humorist), Miss Ma bel Wa kelin ('01 rano), Mr. B. Bailey (tenor) 
a nd Mr . S. imms. The popula r milita ry a irs r ncler cl by Miss 
Wak lin , a nd h r sma rt kha ki unif I'm , gr a tly a Ided to the ff ct 
of her " turn ." 

The whol vening prov cl a gr a t succe . Th Firm's well 
known " Hop Leaf " bra nds in " .B.,"" LP.A.," tc., w r fully 
enj oyed by all pre n t. 

THE SHITl H L EG ION SO IAL CL B LlMITE D, SLO G H. 

During Armisti e Week thi s year a n exhibiti0n of wa r r li cs 
a nd pi ctur s is being held in the Legion Hut , in ai I of th fund for 
providing hri s tmas gifts for the fa milies of lough ex- 'ervi emen 
who unfortuna tely may b a mongst the unemployed from now on 
to th festive eason. The collec tion belongs to Major E.Ma tth w , 
M .. , alld wa colle t d by him whilst serving with the Royal 
Engin ers on prac ti ally all fronts during th Great Wal'. It is a 
v ry fine coli ct ion of trophi from h a n , Russia, Italy, Turkey , 
P a l stine, a nd entral Africa, a nd has already b en xhibit d in 
several place . 

A nomina l charge for admiss ion will be made in a id o f the fun d 
pr viously refN re 1 to. 
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NEWBURY. 

BHE WE HY TENANTS' I)AN ·E. 

Ther was a large ga thering at th Plaza Theatr , N wbury, 
on Wednesday, 21St Octob 1' , on the oc asion of a dance held under 
the auspices of th e Retailers' Society in connection with Messrs. 
H. & G. Simonds Ltd. It was the first dance held by the Soci ty 
in N wbury and it proved an unqualified success, the a ttendance 
numbering about 200. The arrangements were carried out by Mr. 
G. H . Da vis, the local secretary, wh o wa supported by a strong 
committee, consisting of Messr . J. H . mith , Cyril Toms, J. Morris, 
J. Hawkins and J. T. Adams (Hon . ecr tary from R eading). 

An excellent progra mme of music was provided by the Emba 'sy 
band who were ably supported by M . . Mr. Will Brown . 

, 
Several nice priz s were given for lucky ti ckets and spot dances, 

and according to th happy faces of dan er going hom everybody 
spent a thoroughl y cnjoyable ev ning. 

OXFORD. 

MIC A. SIGGEHY' WE DI)I NC. 

Mr. A. iggery, a member of our cl ri cal sta ff , took the plunge 
recentl y and we give below a press r eport of the ha ppy event , taken 
from th e Ca.rnberley N ews :-

.. On a turday, ep tcmb r 12th , th e wedding took plac a t 
Frimley Pari sh hur h of Mr. A. Sigg ry, cldes t son of Mrs. and 
th e late Mr. Sigg ry. o f I , Pin wood T rracr. My tchett , a nd Mi ss 
Emily Potter , only daughter o f th e la te' Mr . a nd Mrs. Pott r , 01 
Binfield . The erell1 0ny was perform -cl by th e I~ e \f . D . C . Leggc, 
alld Mr. 11. J. Bu kingha m was a t th e organ. 

" Given away by Mr. T. Ha rwoocl , th brid wore a harming 
ankLe-length gown o f ivory I' p cl chine, with lace oat and a 
Bru s I net veil , surmount cl hy a wreath of orang blossom , and 
she carri ed a bouq uet of pin k ros buds. Mis Grace iggery (sister 
of th e bridegroom). th ' bridesma id , woI' Cl green crep de chine 
dress a nd a silv r wr ath as h ad-dress. Her bouqu t was of deep 
Cl' am rose buds. Mr. A. iggery (broth er of th bricl groom) a ted 
as b st man . 

" Ar c ption was held a ft 1'wards at t. Anclrew' Hall , a t 
whi ch about fifty gu sts were pres nt. The bridal pair la ter left 
for Oxford , wher they ar go ing to make th ir home. 1'11 bride' 
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travelling elr ss was green crep' de chine, with repp coat, beige hat 
and opo um marten fur . Ov r sixty pr nts w re r ceivec1. " 

Mr. iggery wa~ pres nted with 'In aneroid barometer by hi ' 
olleagues at Oxford witll their bes t wishes to Mr . Siggery and 

hims If. 

HEADINGTON • UB-BRAN H . 

By the comtesy and kindn s of th ph otograph er, rx- R. '. M. 
J. W. Cantwell, a r sidcnt of Headington , w ar able to publish an 

Headington Branch. 

excellent photograph of our n w u b-Branch premis '5 III High 
trect, Headington , from wh ence our friend in Oxfor l's ncw 

suburb obtain their suppli . of th ' " Hop Leaf" . pe ialiti s. 

CRABBS PARK, PAIGNTON . 

We arc now in the throes of cider making, and although tlie 
crop of apples is not up to expectations we have been fortullat in 
~ecuring a good supply of fruit , and the increas ing cl mands for 0111' 
popular drink will be well cater d for . 
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This is the most interesting period of the year for those who 
are interested in thc manufacture of cidcr, and we cordially invite 
any of our readers to pay us a visit when th ey will, we feel sure, b 
pleased to see how this appetising beverag is made on up-to-date 
lines--':'anc1, by all English machinery. 

We have some of the fine t orchards in Devon, and a demon­
st ra lion was recently held by the Devon Agricultme Committee. 
Mr. D. Manning, the Devon ounty Horticultural Superintendent, 
gave a most interesting address to the large number of farmer 
fr iends who attended, and all w re greatly impressed by the quality 
of the fruit and foliage. 

We are pleased to learn th a t a large number of visitors are 
coming to the Torbay district during the winter months instead of 
go ing on the Continent, and local authorities are doing all they can 
to add to the comfort of thos who wisely have decided to se the 
rare beauties of Devon. 

Amongst the most pic~uresque is the quaint little town of 
Brixham which is visited by thousands every year. Mr. Raymond, 
the popular landlord of the Que n 's Hotel in this fishing town, sent 
us a few lines written by one of his l1um rous cu tomers over a 
bo ttle of milk stout :-

BRIXHAM. 

HRIXIIAM BIUGHT AND BRACING, TOHBAY'S BEAUTY FACINC. 

O'cr vurzeham , hill, dal , s a and cove, 
With soulful joy ill thought I rove. 
Thrilled with the charms of natur therc , 
In rugged scenes of 1 eauty rarc, 
Recalling happy days long past, 
Life's many clouds no shadows cast. 
From Brixham heights Torbay I an, 
Th at brightens life with hope in man; 
Fri ncls, r t assured that Brixham lays 
Th path to h allhy, happy days. 
Therefore to complem nt th se scenes 
I take refresh men t at the" Que ns' ", 
One drink, or two, before I din 
Of cid r , beer or Empir win . 
Th 11, w 11 refre hed , once more I roam 
To ha ve a smok and ch'iHk a l home ! 

H. E. WAD E. 



) 0 THE Hop L E AF G AZETTE. 

THE LIGHTER IDE. 
DOCTOH : " T hop you ar following my instructions careful ly, 

Sandy- the pills three times a day and the drop of whi ky 0 11 C(,." 

ANDY: " We 1, sir, I may b a wee bit behind wi' th pi ll s, 
but I'm aboot six weeks in front wi ' the whisky." 

* * * * 
In the club they w l' "swopping" fi shing stories. "The 

fish was so big," said the first angler , " th at the others would not 
let me haul it into the boa t, (or f ar it should wamp us." 

" The same thing happ 11 d to me mice," broke in a quiet lit tle 
man in the corner- " on the' Mauretania.' " 

* * * * 
" Man 's trou rs tol n from linen line' lat at night ." Another 

male-bag robbery . 

* * * * 
PHILU : " E very t ime 1 kis ' you it ma kes mc a bcttcr man." 

PHYLLlS: " Wcll, you don' t hav to' try to g t lo Heaven ,ill 
in onc night ." 

* * * * 
Boy : " Mother , is it tru that an applc a clay keeps the do tor 

away? " 

MOTHER : " Yes. Why?" 

Boy : " In that case I'm all right for a fortnight." 

Ilrlldl <y lit SOli. Ltd .. Th. CrowlI Pr ... . COlton Street. K.ndlnK . 
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