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Newbury people were concerned, and although the serious part of
their business was at the Race Course, a great number found their
way into the town each evening, and naturally business was brisk
in all directions. Our beers were supplied at the Camp through
the well-known caterers, Messrs. Allnatt, Ltd., and evidently by
the sales gave every satisfaction, “ S.B.” becoming at once popular
and quite the favourite amongst the firemen both on their visits
to the town as well as at the Camp.

Our one regret is that the Camp was only of one week’s duration,
the weather being ideal throughout both from a business and
camping point of view.

A TRUE STORY.

A stranger enters a licensed house in an adjoining wvillage
and asks for “ one small Guinness and two pints of ‘ S.B.,” please,
to take away.”

LANDLORD : “ “‘S.B.?’ That’s Simonds’ beer.”

STRANGER : “‘ Yes.”

LANDLORD : ““ But this is not a Simonds’ house.”

STRANGER : “ Well, if T had known that, I shouldn’t have
———— come | ”’

Stranger leaves wnd makes no purchase.

NEWBURY BRIDGE.

Newbury Bridge is still undergoing the necessary repairs, but
the progress with the work appears to be very slow. The deliveries
to our Branch by the alternate route is a somewhat trying matter
for the drivers of the heavy lorries, saying nothing of the longer time
it takes to make the journey.

THE LATE MR. GEORGE E, PLATT.

It is with sincere regret we have to record the death of our
District Manager, Mr. George Edmund Platt, who passed away
on the 16th of July at his residence, The Priory, Hungerford, after
an illness of a painful nature lasting nearly two and a half years.
It was in December, 1925, that he was taken ill somewhat suddenly,
but after some six or eight weeks was able to get out and about
again in his car, and although practically always in pain and an
invalid, he was very cheerful, and his coming to see us for a few
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minutes almost every other day was to him his day’s job done,
his greatest pleasure and satisfaction being to be given some small
commission to do on behalf of the Company, such as call and deliver
a message to one of our tenants in the Hungerford area, or give his
opinion relative to any matter connected with property in the
Hungerford district. Mr. Platt was in his sixty-first year, and the
younger son of the late Mr. John Platt, the owner of the Hungerford
3rewery, which was purchased by our Company together with the
licensed properties attached in 1898.

““ Mister George,” as he was known by us all, was then appointed
District Manager, a position he held to the time of his death.

He was a most kind-hearted, generous and unselfish gentleman,
his first thoughts always being what he could do for others. His
familiar remark in any necessitous case of illness was: “ Don’t
ask me ———— send what is necessary and charge to my account.”
After nearly thirty years of close business relationship we shall
miss him very much.

The funeral took place on Thursday, the 1gth July, the first
part of the Service taking place in the Parish Church, Hungerford,
and the interment at St. Saviour’s Churchyard, Eddington. Those
who attended on behalf of the two Firms were Messrs. B. C. Cockbill,
A. S. Drewe, J. W. Cook and W. H. Burton. There were no flowers
by request.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Platt and her daugh-
ters, from whom, throughout his many months of illness, he received
such devoted care and attention.

W.H.B.

The Newbury Weekly News says:—It is with the deepest
regret that we have to record the passing of Mr. George Edmund
Platt, who for the past half-a-century has been one of Hungerford’s
most prominent townsmen.

One had only to walk down Hungerford High Strect for a few
yards with Mr. Platt to realise with what love and devotion he
was held in the hearts of the Hungerford people, both of high and
low estate, for he had a kindly word and smile for all.

Throughout his life he gave of his best to the town, and he was
always ready to lend a helping hand towards any object that was
for the town’s welfare. On this account it is not surprising to
find that he was connected with practically every public body in
the town.
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He was a member of one of the oldest Hungerford families,
being the younger son of the late Mr. John Platt, the owner of the
then Platt’s Brewery. George was also educated to take up this
calling, and when Platt’s Brewery was acquired by the South
Berks Brewery Company, he worked under the Company, having
the management and supervision of their houses in the Hungerford
district.

In the old town, with its ancient customs, Mr. Platt was one
of the staunch upholders of the town’s rights and privileges, and
was at his death one of the Trustees of the town property. His
family has held the office of Constable longer than any other
family. The deceased was Constable from 1897 to 1900, his father
from 1881 to 1888, and his grandfather from 1857 to 1860. For
twenty-two years he represented Hungerford on the Berks County
Council, retiring as recently as last March. As a member of the
Board of Guardians and Rural District Council he did yeoman
service. The appreciation of his work here was shewn by the
fact that the members did him the honour of electing him chairman
of both the Board of Guardians and the Hungerford Rural District
Council, positions which he held for a great number of years. He
was also a magistrate for the County of Berks, and a member of
the Berkshire Yeomanry. During the war he saw service in the
National Reserve. He was Chairman of the District Old Age
Pensions Committee.

Fire fighting also had a share of his sympathy, and he was
one of the four originators of the Fire Brigade in 18q0.

In religion the deceased was a devoted worshipper at the
Parish Church, and a most regular attendant at its services. For
twenty-one years he faithfully fulfilled the office of People’s Warden,
having been appointed to succeed the late Mr. L. Cundell in 1905.

In politics, Mr. Platt was a firm believer in Conservative
principles, and in his death the South Berks Unionist Association
loses one of its most stalwart and hard-working supporters.

g

The deceased and his father were responsible for the formation
of the Hungerford Waterworks Company, and the deceased was
chairman and managing director. He was also a prominent figure
in the formation of the Hungerford Steam Laundry Company,
which occupies part of the premises which used to be Platt’s
Brewery. Mr. Platt was a director of this Company.

The Hungerford Fat Stock Show Association also found in
Mr. Platt a great supporter. The deceased was also connected
with the local Court of Foresters.

Bradley & Son, Ltd., “The Grown Press,” Caxton Street, Reading.
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