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We were all looking for ““ Ben " next morning.
* * * *

On Monday, November 1gth, Simonds’ Concert Party visited
Farnborough. During the evening they gave an interesting
entertainment to the members of the Jubilee Hall Club and the
members’ friends. The Hall was a “ full house "’ and everybody
was delighted with the ““show.” The writer does not wish to
flatter the Brewery Concert Party, but he would like to let them
know that on all sides it was agreed it was the best party they have
had at the Jubilee Hall.

* * * *

Heard in the Jubilee Hall Club next evening :—

“What did you think of it last night "Erbert ? "’

“ Jolly fine 'Orace, only one thing I missed and that was the
conjuror.”’

‘“ Conjuror ? 'Erbert.”

“Yes 'Orace, I heard that Simonds’ Concert Party had a
conjuror with them and he produced S.B. from a hat for the audience
and I went without my beer all day yesterday, waiting for it.”

* * * *

All at Farnborough send the best of good wishes for Christmas

to their respected Directors and all staffs at home and abroad.

HYTHE.

Hythe pursues the even tenor of its way and nothing happens
to disturb our equilibrium at this period of the year.

There has been one notable event during the past month,
however, which deserves special mention. We refer to the wedding
of Mr. H. Wood (“Hoggy " to all of his friends). H. W. is a very
popular member amongst the staff, and he had, according to all
accounts, a very fine send-off on his career through life in double
harness. He was presented with a handsome dinner service by
the staff, a most useful present. We feel sure that Mrs. Wood will
not turn out like “ Mrs. Jiggs” of Daily Sketch fame, or else he
will be wishing that they had given him something different. We
shall watch for the sticking plaster. Joking apart, we all join in
wishing both him and his wife a very happy and prosperous future.

THE GREAT GALE OF THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER I5TH
AND IOTH,

_ During the great gale that raged over almost the whole of
England for nearly two days, the Hythe lifeboat had to put out
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to a large three-masted Dutch schooner which was sheltering in
Dungeness Bay and which it was thought was dragging its anchors
and looked like being driven ashore.

It was launched at 8 a.m. when the sea was almost at its
worst, and quite a large crowd watched the tiny vessel’s progress
from the promenade.

The schooner was eventually reached after a great battle with
sea and wind but the crew refused to leave, so the lifeboat stood
by for over an hour when she began to drag her anchors and they
beckoned to them to come and take them off, but fortunately at
that time the wind veered a little and blew off the land so that the
Dutch boat was able to put a safer distance between herself and
the shore and the crew remained. The lifeboat crew stood by
until they had seen that all danger was past, when they attempted
the return journey to Hythe. This was found to be impossible,
so the only thing to do was to run for Folkestone Harbour which
was reached about 2 o’clock.

Mr. Mark Godden, who has worked at the Brewery for a long
time and is employed in the rolling room, was a member of the
crew. He tells us that they were all agreed that it was the roughest
sea that the Hythe boat had ever been launched in, and that the
waves were breaking right over it the whole time. He says they
were sitting up to their waists in water not many minutes after
Jaunching and were drenched to the skin the whole time.

The Hythe lifeboat crew attended the funeral of the Rye
heroes on the following Tuesday.

THE BREWERY OPTIMISTS ASSIST BRITISH LEGION AT GODMERSHAM.

On Wednesday, November 14th, the Brewery Optimists gave
their first show of the season when they visited Godmersham to
help the British Legion to raise funds to pay off a loan on their
hut, and we think their efforts were well rewarded.

There was a large and appreciative audience present and the
witty sallies and comic items of the Brewery Black Boys were well
received.

The concert was under the distinguished patronage of Lord
Lewisham.

Great thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. Beak of the “ Man of
Kent,” Crundale, for the part they played in making all the arrange-
ments for the comfort of everyone concerned.

As regards the programme—the opening chorus, Uw words
for which were written by Mr. Peacock and the music by Mr.
Davidson, brought great applause, and these two gvntlvmvn' are
to be complimented upon their effort. We hope to hear it in
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Hythe shortly. ‘‘ Rastus,” Mr. Cooper, was excellent in his two
songs, ‘“ Together ”’ and ““ Without you Sweetheart,” as was also
Toney,” Mr. Davidson, in “ Worrying ”’ and ‘“ Ole man River.”
We must compliment both ““ Rastus” and “ Toney ™ on having
good voices, and when they have had a little more practice in
singing before an audience and gained a little more confidence,
they will be quite equal to many we have heard in professional
concert parties.

-

The “ Highwayman ~ was disguised as “ Bones.” He was
very good and very funny, as was his sparring partner ‘‘ Pete.”
This pair nearly did come to blows during the evening, but as they
were both afraid of getting hurt they shook hands instead. This
part of the programme was very amusing and went down well
with the audience, as did Pete’s turn on the Fairphone. Sammy "
with his Banjolele deserves special mention, his two duets with
‘““Bones "’ being excellent.

Mr. Head acted as accompanist and seemed to enjoy his part
as much as anybody. We must not forget the “ Rose’ that
blushed unseen, our jazz drummer who performed valiantly behind
the piano.

We have not mentioned Mr. Peacock. He filled the role of
“ Massa Johnson ” and did it very well. Freddy is the life and
soul of the party and we do not know how they would get on
without him. We are all looking forward to their next concert
which takes place in Hythe early in December.

FOOTBALL.

We have not done quite so well as expected during the last
few weeks, but the difficulties which contributed to this have now
happily passed and we are looking forward to better results.

We have only played one League game and that was away
from home on November 3rd against Willesborough, where we lost
by 2 to 1. We ought to have won this game easily.

On Saturday the roth we entertained New Romney in the
first round of the Hythe Charity Cup (Saturday Section) and,
after a very game fight, were beaten 3—1. It was a very meritorious
performance, for the Marshmen are playing capital football this
season. Prebble got though for the Brewery, and F. Carey and
G. Philcox for New Romney, the winners’ third point being obtained
when a Hythe player put through his own goal.

On Saturday the 17th we were up against Willesborough again,
but this time in the Ashford Charity Cup. We were at home and
were able to put out our full strength, and eventually ran out easy
winners by 5 goals to 1.
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The whole team played a splendid game and it would be unfair
to name any individual player.

All at the Brewery are following the doings of our cricket team in
Australia with great interest and we are all glad to see how well
they have performed up to the present. We hope it will continue.
A message has gone from here addressed to Mr. Chapman at
Brisbane, which he should receive just before the commencement
of the first test match, to wish him and the rest of the team the
best of luck.

‘““ ALL THE WINNERS.”’

We see that Brighton has its Wireless expert! So has Hythe ;
a very keen worker who puts in nearly all of his spare time building
up sets and taking them to pieces again. His reputation extends
to the remotest parts of Hythe and when the churches were consider-
ing broadcasting the late Archbishop of Canterbury’s final sermon,
he was immediately appealed to for help which was as readily
forthcoming. We hear that all his evenings during the preceding
week were spent at home building up a set worthy of the
occasion and, having it completed by Saturday afternoon, the
opportunity was taken of installing it in the church. The Vicar
and organist and several members were there to watch proceedings.
The job completed, the venerable gentleman proposed that they
should have a try-out and all proceeded to the bottom of the church.
Our labourer for love then switched on and eventually got Daventry.
To his great surprise and alarm, however, the voice from the loud
speaker blurted out all the winners at the race meeting for that
day. On realizing what was happening he immediately switched
off and tried to get another station, which he did, but to his dismay
a band playing one of the latest Jazz pieces was the result. We
believe the Vicar here interposed saying that he thought it would
be alright. We should think that this is the first time that the
winners have been announced in church.

All at Hythe send the Season’'s Greetings to their Directors
and all friends at the Brewery and Branches at home and abroad.

OXFORD.
On Thursday, October the 25th, the Right Rev. The Lord

dishop of Oxford dedicated at the Church of St. Peter in the East,
Oxford, a tablet which reads :—
“To the memory of James Sadler

of this City’

1753-1828."
The first English acronaut. He made
his earliest ascent at Oxford, October 4, 1784.”
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Thus an interesting link with the past is commemorated
exactly a century after the death of James Sadler, who lies buried
in the ancient churchyard of St. Peter in the East. Sadler was
born in Oxford on February 27th, 1753, and was of humble
parentage, his family being engaged in business as pastrycooks and
confectioners in the High Street (a stone’s throw from this office).

To quote Mr. J. E. Hodgson’s own words from an account of
James Sadler’s life recently published in the Cornhill Magazine .-

“ This much at least must be allowed—that to James

Sadler belongs the honour of having set his countrymen, for
all time, the initial example of air travel : a method of trans-
portation the full significance of which few have the imagination
to conjure up, and the immense importance of which, in
terms of the British Empire, no man can as yet fully
comprehend.”

Below is given a photograph showing a happy group of Dark
Ale devotees at the Canteen, Cowley Barracks, Oxford. The
expressions on the faces of those members of that famous re giment,
the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry, who are portrayed in the
photograph speak volumes and therefore further verbiage is, to
say the least, superfluous.

. 3
" ,a ..l‘
-

Happy Group of Dark Ale Devotees.

Dipcor.

The Ivy Lodge of the R.A.O.B. held their annual dinner at
the White Hart Hotel, Didcot, on Monday, October zznd. A
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company of some forty sat down to dinner under the chairmanship
of Bro. W. H. Miles, and judging from a glance at the menu, we
can endorse the statement that an enjoyable evening was spent.
We hear that the musical items which followed the dinner were
also appreciated by all present.

The Didcot and Wallingford Group of the British Legion held
a successful meeting at the White Hart, Headquarters of the
Didecot Branch, on Wednesday, October the 24th, when members
from the Blewbury, Cholsey, Didcot, East Hagbourne, Harwell,
Sutton Courtenay and Wallingford Branches of the Legion
foregathered for the opportunity of listening to speakers from
Headquarters on the Legion’s activities. The speakers were
Capt. W. R. Birrell, M.C. (Organising Secretary of the South-
[Fastern areca) and Mr. E. Pearce (Administrative Agent of the
United Services Fund and the British Legion Benevolent Fund,
South-Eastern area).

The chairman was Mr. Rowland Sharp (Berks County Secertary
of the Legion) and under his direction a very instructive evening
was spent by those present.

Mr. C. Wilcher was elected Chairman of the Didcot and
Wallingford Group of the Legion and Mr. R. Mills (Cholsey) is the
new Hon. Secretary.

May we wish the Directors and all connected with the Brewery,
A Very Happy Christmas.

LUDGE I\Hl[\l I,

On the kind invitation of Regt. Sergt.-Major A. Cook and the
members of the Sergeants’ Mess, 2nd Somersetshire Light Infantry,
we had the opportunity of once again playing them at billiards.

Needless to say this was a most enjoyable evening and we are
deeply indebted to the members of the Mess for their hospitality.

As will be seen from the undermentioned scores we were not
successful in recording a victory, as the Mess was a little bit too
strong for us.

We also had an invitation from Regt. Sergt.-Major W. Likeman
and the members of the Sergeants’ Mess, 2nd Light Brigade R.A.,
to play them a series of games. We were again defeated. Appar-
ently this was due to our very weak “ tail.”

2nd Somersetshive L.1. H, & G, Stmonds, Lid.
R.Q.M.S. Lambourn... L BN talll
Sergt, Langmead ... SeToos eIt eLeson
Sergt. Bray ... L0 . T. Flemington...
Sergt, Hobbs 80 w. J.Lazzari
Sergt.Holt ... ... 100 . L. Hockings
sSergt. Wiscombe ity nelo) . I*. L. Shrimpton

574




TueE Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

2nd Light Brigade, R.A. H. & G. Simonds, Lid.
R.S.M. Likeman 64 v. F.L. Shrimpton

Sergt. Cordy .« 90 v. H.Flemington

Q.M.S. Baverstock ... 72 U allazzag

0O.M.S. White ... 89 wv. E.Hockings

Sergt. Pearce L0 O SIS IN Tt el ]

Sergt. Brown wer  Ioova B Peatce

Sergt. Clover... we  T00N s [ Matchieson

Sergt. Dean ... Lo TOORN UM AT HITAS O

715

The old “ Tin Lizzie,” a legacy from the South Berks Brewery Co.

We attach a couple of snapshots of our old “ Tin Lizzie,”
taken just prior to her departure for pastures new.

This old car was a legacy from the South Berks Brewery Co.

The old bus has done wonderful work and ran right up to the
last, but on the final journey she simply dissolved partnership.

~ All at Ludgershall send ‘hearty Christmas greetings to the
Directors and Staffs at Reading and other Branches,

Tue Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

WOKING.

Club life has been very active in the Woking area of late, due
in the main to Armistice functions.

The St. John’s Working Men'’s Club held their Annual Dinner
on Wednesday, 7th November, in which approximately 120 members
participated. Mr. A. Bennett presided and was supported by
Mr. H. Withers (Chairman of the Club), Mr. H. Slocock, Mr. A.
Slocock, Mr. Francis and Mr. Curley (Chairman and Games Secretary
respectively of the North Lambeth Liberal Club) and Mr. J. Woolf
(Secretary, South-East Branch of the Club and Institute Union).

Mr. Bennett expressed the very great pleasure of the members
in having with them that evening the two Mr. Slococks. They
were large employers of labour in the district, and their presence at
that function indicated that they were keenly interested in the
welfare of the Club and the members generally.

Mr. Withers suitably responded, and spoke of the friendly
relationship existing between those interested in the growth of the
Club. The attendance that evening was very gratifying to those
responsible for the management, and he hoped that happy state
would long continue.

Mr. Bennett then submitted the toast of the “ Club and
Institute Union,”” and made particular reference to the Convalescent
Homes controlled by that body which were monumental works of
priceless value.

Mr. Francis, of Lambeth, responded. Mr. E. Bryan (Trustee)
submitted the toast of ““ The Visitors "’ in his usual able and jocular
manner, and after a brief address by Mr. Woolf, the remainder of
the evening was taken up by a musical programme of a most
interesting and varied character. Mr. Curley, of North Lambeth,
was very warmly applauded for his efforts in this direction.

On Wednesday, 17th November, the Chobham Ex-Service
Men’s Club held their third annual Armistice Dinner, the chair
being taken by the President of the Club (Mr. W. A. Stearns).

Following the toast of ““ Armistice Day,” the whole company
stood in silence for a few moments as a tribute to those who fell in
the war. Much credit is due to Mr. W. F. Hudson (Secretary) and
Mr. C. W. Dockwray (Hon. Treasurer), as well as to a large band of
willing helpers for the splendid manner in which the proceedings
were carried through. Everyone was pleased to see the Rev. G. W.
Grundy at this Dinner, and to note that his health has been com-
pletely restored.

The Toast List included the names of Mr. W. A. Stearns,
Rev. G. W. Grundy, Mr. E. Metzler, C.C., Mr. N. S. Brettell, Dr.
Caldicott, Mr. K. H. Power, Mr. C. W. Dockwray, Mr. W. F.
Hudson, Mr. F. Budd, and Mr. A. Bennett.
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The Woking Liberal Club held their Armistice function on
Tuesday, November 13th. The Chairman of the Club (Mr. F.
Jeffree) presided, and was supported by the Vice-Chairman (Mr.
G. Hewerdine) and the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. H. Andrews). Mr.
W. Patrick’s Concert Party from Guildford was responsible for
the musical programme which much enjoyed by the large number
of members present. As usual the Committee spared no efforts to
ensure the success of the evening.

The Woking Working Men'’s Club held their Armistice function
on Friday, November 16th, when a Grand Concert was arranged
by the Entertainments Committee, of which Mr. T. Baleham is
Secretary. A pleasing feature of the evening was the attendance
of Mr. H. Trevor Wilson (Vice-President) who kindly presided.

The “ Palestinians” (a very talented Company) were
responsible for the excellent musical programme provided. A
break was made in the programme to permit a representative of
St. Dunstan’s (Mr. H. V. Kerr) to address the gathering on the
work of the great organisation founded by Sir Arthur Pearson in
aid of Blinded Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen, after which a collection
was made among the members for St. Dunstan’s, resulting in over
£5 0s. od. being received for that most excellent cause. Mr. Kerr,
who is blind as a result of war service, being badly wounded at
Ypres, gave a most interesting address on the work of St. Dunstan’s.
Mr. E. Buckmaster (Chairman of the Club) éxpressed the pleasure
of the members on having with them that evening Mr. H. Trevor
Wilson, and warmly thanked the members for the generous response
made to the appeal on behalf of St. Dunstan’s.

The hand of sickness has fallen somewhat heavily upon the
outdoor staff of this Branch of late—H. Churchill, A. Woodley and
H. Bannister all having to undergo an enforced absence from
their respective duties. Happily all are making good progress,
and the report received to-day from the Woking Hospital regarding
the first named, who has been suffering from pleurisy and pneumonia,
was of a re-assuring character.

The Woking staff send seasonal greetings to all members of
the “ Hop Leaf " family, both at home and abroad.

SALISBURY.

On Wednesday evening, November 7th, our friends at St.
Paul’s Conservative Club held a very successful dinner at Victoria
Hall, in celebration of the coming of age of their club. This club
was formed by two or three enthusiasts twenty-one years ago,
and is now one of the most popular clubs in the city. About 400
persons attended the dinner ; these including members and their
wives and members of various other clubs in the district. Two
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of the founders of the club, Mr. C. Scamell and Mr. E. H. Major,
were amongst the many distinguished visitors present, which
included Mr. Hugh Morrison, M.P. for Salisbury, and the Earl and
Countess of Pembroke.

After the dinner and one or two short speeches, the company
were kept entertained by the Wags concert party from London,
and with the additional help of some of our excellent beverages,
enjoyed a very successful evening. Not the least popular of the
various musical turns was that of the Hon. George Herbert, who
sang ““ The Vly be on the Turmots.”

We add our congratulations to the St. Paul’s Club and heartily
wish them many happy returns of the day.

On the 8th November, members of our staff here enjoyed a
very pleasant evening at the annual concert arranged by the
Nunton Slate Club.

Our friend Mr. J. H. Chown, who is mine host of the Radnor
Arms, Nunton, was a most able commander-in-chief of affairs, and
it was largely due to his untiring energy that such a successful
entertainment was possible. Mr. Webb admirably conducted the
duties of chairman.

We were treated to some of the older songs which are very
rarely heard now-a-days, but which never fail to be thoroughly
appreciated, especially by the country folk.

After the original programme had been carried out, a few
extra turns were given by members of the audience, and one of
these, by a member of our staff, nearly brought the house down.
I will refrain from mentioning his name, but if the Brewery concert
party require strengthening they might do worse than enlist this
talented artist.

Excellent refreshments were supplied which included another
sparkling display by our well known firm.

A rather crowded, but none the less enjoyable, dance concluded
the evening.

Remembrance Day observance in Salisbury was as deeply
impressive as on any of the preceding anniversaries of the signing
of the Armistice. There was the customary service at the War
Memorial conducted on much the same lines as last year, and
afterwards, the day being Sunday, the remembrance service was
continued in the Cathedral. Within the reserved enclosure at the
memorial were the Bands of the Salisbury branch of the British
Legion, the Salvation Army, the 4th Battn. Wilts Regiment, and
the R.A.F., Old Sarum, and there were also present the Salisbury
and Wilton detachments of the 4th Wilts Regiment. Around the
memorial several thousand people assembled, and the singing was
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led by a choir composed of members of the Salisbury Musical
Society, the Salisbury Amateur Operatic Society and the various
church and chapel choirs, conducted by Mr. Edgar Dyson. The
numerous floral tributes were very beautiful.

A Very Happy Christmas to all |

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.
THE 8TH INFANTRY BRIGADE.

Is is perhaps not an inopportune occasion to include in our
monthly jottings a few brief paragraphs of the Battalions of the
British Army who are with us from day to day in this corner of
Britain. Their names are inscribed in golden letters across many
of the world’s historical pages and it requires no words of ours
to bring their deeds to the notice or memories of GAZETTE readers.
Rather we would here strike a more personal note, it being our
high privilege to have served Britain’s “ Thin Red Line *’ in many
corners of the earth, and to therefore have an intimate knowledge
of most of the wearers of their famous badges, both past and
present.

We are sure no one will quibble if we mention our own 2nd
Battalion first, of whose record we are so justly proud. We quite
recently had a taste of their quality when we met them in a league
combat on the green (baize) field. Led by R.S.M. G. Davey and
Bandmaster G. A. Herniman, the attack was too well directed to
fail. In fact it was a rout. One point of the R.S.M.’s cue was
enough for our set of balls anyway. We all know what the
Sergeant-Major told the Private. Evidently the balls knew it too,
for they disappeared with fearsome “ Tom Webster like glances
into every available pocket. Luckily, the chalk was anchored to
the ceiling! It, nevertheless, looked shaky at times to many of us.
His opponent mingled with the onlookers most of the game
and our fatigue party on the “ touch lines’’ were kept as busy
as Regimental Sergeant-Majors usually keep them.

In the Bandmaster’s hands, by way of a perhaps natural
contrast, the cue seemed but an outsize baton, and “ hazards ”’
and “ nursery cannons”’ answered to the tiniest movement of his
stick as readily as we have no doubt his clarinets, cornets and
drums do. Indeed, it was delightful to watch how, with a minimum
of effort and without a semblance of a quaver, those usual crotchety
ivories were conducted to the end of the piece. To avoid being
out of tune, our representative judiciously disappeared from time
to time towards the place where consolation prizes in the form of
bottles of “S.B.” were being distributed to deserving cases.”
His was very much so! Still, we thoroughly enjoyed their visit,
and the exhibition they gave us.
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If, as we are told, excellence at this game denotes a ““ mis-spent
youth,” then indeed must these jovial cueists of the 2nd Bn.
Devonshire Regiment have been “ bad lads.”

* * * *

The 1st Bn. Duke of Wellington’s Regiment must be one of
the finest Units of the British Army, if keenness and sporting
proclivities both on and off the field count for anything. Under
the inspiring eye of their Commanding Officer, Lt.-Colonel F. H. B.
Wellesley, and with such Officers as Lieutenants C. K. T. Faithful
and W. F. Browne (““ Horsey "’ Browne, as the Services will have it),
both of International fame, to lead them, they only lost the Army
Rugby Cup last year by a head, so to speak. This year we hope
to see the Dukes reach the Final and bring the trophy to Devonport.
Then, indeed, will musical honours be accorded and ““ Horsey keep
your tail up”’ be the accepted march past. They are going great
guns at the moment and their players are to be found in County
and Club sides week by week, playing against the pick of the
English Rugby Clubs. A Battalion that can turn out a dozen
Rugby XV.’s at once must be in excellent fettle, and capable of
dealing with anything it is called upon to tackle.

The spirit of the old “ Contemptibles " is not yet decadent in
our midst, despite the croakers ; and the Dukes to-day give it the
direct lie.

If training, skill and clean sportsmanship can win the Cup,
then it must be theirs. We shall follow their course through each
round with the deepest interest and their success will be our pleasure.

* * * *
And what of the 1st Battalion Wiltshire Regiment ?

The ““ Moonrakers " are old firm friends of ours. We have
looked after their comforts in many odd places, and they continue
to show that steadfastness which is the hallmark all our County
Regiments still bear, despite the changes in personnel of the past
ten years.

To all fields of sport they still supply their quota and represent
a source from which the County Selection Committee are only
too pleased to draw. One can remember the not far distant days
when the Army Association Football Cup almost formed part of
the Wilts Mess Inventory. We should like to see it again in
Plymouth. ““ Now then you ‘ Wiltshire Poachers,’ can it be done ? ”’
Lately they have been simply “ eating up ’ the local league elevens
and will obviously be a force to be reckoned with again this year
when the Army (fup—l‘ics come along, if either the plnyvrs or their
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popular Sports Officer, Lieutenant E. S. C. Parsons, M.C., have a
say in the matter. And what one of their keenest supporters,
R.S.M. T. E. Brewer, would say, if the Cup came once again to the
good old “ 62nd,” we leave those who know him best to guess.
One of their players has just helped himself to seven goals against
Truro City in a League match. Quite a “ Dexter "ous performance,
and one we heartily applaud. One of our staff at the Tamar
Brewery wore the Maltese Cross during the war years, and recalls
with a feeling of gratitude the many good fellows he was privileged
to serve with and under, and who were at one time in the 1st or
2nd Battalions. Their password and countersign was “ Simonds.”
Ask R.S.M. ““ Maggie "’ Liddiard, “ Dobbie,” good old Jack Flitters,
or any others of the old Brigade ?

The old and young soldier to-day knows that sobriety in all
things stamps every true gentleman, and the Wiltshire boys "’
and their comrades in arms are a standing credit to their profession
and to any Garrison.

* * *# *

And now come the 2nd Bn. Worcester Regiment from their
Watch on the Rhine; glad no doubt to be back in ““ good old
Blighty ” again. May we in a very few words, extend sincere
greetings to its Officers and all ranks, particularly to one who

served under the “ Hop Leaf” banner, and who we remember as
keeping a most excellent cask ledger at our Ludgershall Branch a
few years prior to 1914 ? We refer to C.S.M. Chas. Law ; and whilst
we take this opportunity of congratulating our old friend on his
progress in such an honourable profession, we also trust his term
of duty in the West Country will be a happy one.

To fill the shoes of the 2nd Bn. Hampshire Regiment will be
no sinecure, especially in the matter of Weapon Training, but we
have no reason to believe, unless rumour is very much wrong, that
the Worcesters will fail in this, or in any other comparison with
our Hampshire friends. With Lieut.-Col. F. P. Dunlop, C.B.E.,
D.S.0., in command and Major B. C. S. Clarke, D.S.0., son of a
former popular Colonel of the Battalion, as second-in-command,
we anticipate the “ Hearts of Oak ” (who fought as Marines under
Lord Howe in 1794) making the remainder of the 8th Infantry
Brigade *“ jump to it,” in order to withstand their challenges in the
near future.

Their trophies on the Rhine include the Rhine Army Cross
Country Championship three years in succession, Hockey finalists
twice and Cricket champions in 1927.

Their Warrant Officers and Sergeants won the Rhine Army
Indoors Games Tournaments, together with the Astoria Billiards

Cup.
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In the Rhine Army Small Arms Championship the Battalion
were joint holders with the Royal Fusiliers. In short, whether on
or off parade or striving for the honour of the Battalion in the
various fields of sport, the 2nd Worcesters were ““ there,”

Our memory carries us back to the old 3rd Battalion and the
marksmen contained in their ranks ! [f Worcestershire can still
breed and train riflemen and sportsmen as they did in those days,
then we are promised some real thrills in the days ahead.,

Now then Worcesters ! Double March !
* * ¢ %

Before the next issue appears, we shall (D.V.) once more have
passed through the throes of our Christmas trade. We do hope,
however, that any “ snowing up " this year will take place in a
Department which we can cope with, and that last year’s dis
organization of the roads will not be repeated for a very long time.

Then, with our lorries cheerfully (at least we hope so) bearing
their extra burdens and our youthful “ Tamarites " tripping the
jocund dance in and around the new Beer Bottling Department
(at least they hope so) until customers cry enough and the M.C.
closes down, shall we feel satisfied, and depart to the festive board.
All our readers know from experience that this is one of the “ joys
ol the season of holly and mistletoe, and is quite a necessary part
of our Xmas, so that we may enjoy all the good things that follow
with a feeling of work done.  We hope it will be so in all our Depots
this year.

May we.respectfully wish the Directors and the many Members
of our Firm, highest and lowest, a Happy Christmas and close with
the sincere hope that 1929 may reveal yet further successes for
the House of Simonds; an industrial team which progress has
stamped as her own for nigh on a century and a half. As Henry
Newbolt puts it :

“ This is the song that year by year
Bear like a torch in flame,
And falling, fling to the hosts behind,
Play up—and play the game.”
" TAMARISMS. "

Who was the player in a recent billiards match, of 100 up, who

scored 4 ? and why ?

What his opponent thought a day or two later when almost

the same treatment was meted out to himself ?

[f they both contemplate retiring from the game ?
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Whether the representatives of Simonds “ Athletic ™ Billiard
Team altogether appreciated the ““ dryness * of the atmospher
recently, when spending an evening on premises other than
their own ?

[f the beverages sold there were really only fit for folk with the
acquired taste ?

Whether the Committee contemplate introducing “ S.B."
“a drink for all,”” when the return game is due to be played
And who'll pay ?

Are Billiards players ““ Athletes "

And if so, when ?

And last but not least :
Will the ““ Argyle” and ‘“ Reading " appear in the same
section of the Football League next Season ? And which

P.S.—There are no prizes!!!

A very happy Christmas to the Directors and all connected
with the Brewery.

RS G EENE T S D
He woke up with a “ mmnlngr after the night before ™ head

So he rang up his employer’s private number and said, “ I'm

afraid T shan’t be at the office to-day, I'm feeling very unwell.”

‘ You needn’t have troubled,” came the reply. ** It's Sunday.”

‘I don’t mind having ‘ rings on my fingers,” " he said, as h
limped from the dance, * but I'm hanged if [ can stand ‘ belles on
my toes ' !"”

SARCASTIC DINER (to Modern Girl) : ““ Do you mind my eating
while you're smoking ? "’

GIRL (sweetly) : “ Certainly not—so long as I can hear the
band playing.”

FroM “ THE RovAaL.”

SUPERIOR AMERICAN (as “ Flying Scotsman ' dashes through
station) : “ Say-—can you beat it ? [ guess that thing’s what you
call an ‘express ' in this country ? '’

COCKNEY PORTER : ““ Express, guv'nor ; not bloomin’ likely !

E’Il be back in a minute—only doin’a bit o’ shuntin’.”
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Wire (at 3 a.m.): “ There’s a—a burglar downstairs—get a
George, and go down at once !’

HusBAND (a quick thinker): “ I'll go straight down my dear.
[t's probably the girl-burglar who has been robbing houses about
here—a sweet-looking little thing who always kisses her way out
of trouble when she gets caught. I'll go down,”

WirE (sharply) : ““ George, your place is with me! You stay
here.” »

A man was charged with throwing a bottle of beer at a police-
man. How dangerous! He might have broken the bottle.

TYPOSIUM.
We'll begin with box ; the plural is boxes,
But the plural of ox should be oxen, not oxes.
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of mouse should never be meese.
You may find a lone mouse, or a whole nest of mice.
But the plural of house is houses, not hice.
[f the plural of man is always called men,
Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen ?
The cow in the plural may be called cows or kine :
But a bow, if repeated, is never called bine ;
And the plural of vow is vows, never vine.
[f T speak of a foot and you show me two feet
And I gave you a boot, would a pair be called beet ?
[f one is a tooth and the whole set are teeth,
Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth ?
[f the singular’s this, and the plural is these,
Should the plural of kiss ever be written keese ?
Then one may be that, and the two would be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose.
And the plural of cat is cats, and not cose.
We speak of a brother, and also of brethren,
But though we say mother, we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his, and him,
Sut imagine the feminine she, shis, and shim !
So the English, I think you all will agree,
[s the funniest language you ever did see.

Inland Printer.
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OFFICE RULES.
1. Gentlemen upon entering, will leave the door wide open
or apologise.

2. Those having no business should remain as long as possible,
take a chair, and lean against the wall ; it will preserve the wall
and may prevent its fall upon us.

3. Gentlemen are requested to SMOKE, especially during
office hours. Tobacco and Cigars will be supplied.

4. Talk loudly or whistle, especially when we are engaged
if this has not the desired effect, sing.

5. If we are in business conversation with any one, you arc
requested not to wait until we get through, but join in, as we arc
particularly fond of speaking to half-a-dozen or more at a time.

6. Profane language expected at all times, especially over
the telephone, and on Monday mornings.

7. Put your feet on the tables, or lean against the desk, it
will be of great assistance to those who are writing.

8. Persons having no business with this Office will call often
or excuse themselves.

9. Should you need the loan of any money, do not fail to
ask for it, as we do not require it for business purposes. If you
can't tell a good tale, a few tears might be successful.

Our hours for listening to Solicitors for benevolent purposes
are from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Book Agents from 1 to 3 p.m., Beggars,
Pedlars, and Insurance Agents, all day. We attend to our business
at night.

;‘4\\(} >

Bradley & Son, Ltd., “The Crown Press,'" Caxton Street, Reading.
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