





















































THE HoP LEAF GAZETTE,

WOKING.
WOKING WORKING MEN’S CLUB,
ARMISTICE CONCERT IN AID OF ST. DUNSTAN'S.

The Woking Working Men’s Club was the
and enthusiastic gathering on Friday, 13th
concert was held in aid of St. Dunstan’s.
and was supported by Mr. H. Burden, Ch

November, when g
Mr. A. Bennett presided,
airman of Committee.

The Chairman pointed out that it had been the practice of the
Club for some years past when arranging the winter
concerts to allocate one evening to the cause of St.
One could not touch on, the work of St.
making a reference to the founc
Sir Arthur was a man of

series of
Dunstan’s.
Dunstan’s without first
ler, the late Sir Arthur Pearson.
great experience in journalism, but in
IQ10 increasing blindness obliged him to retire from the active
direction of newspapers. From that time onward he devoted his
life and his fortune to assist the blind, and during the war he
established at his house, St. Dunstan’s, Regents Park, a hospital
for blinded soldiers, sailors and airmen. He was not only a bene-
factor of the blind, but a benefactor of mankind, as he showed the
way by which they could give practical help and sympathy to
those for whom he laboured. Their debt to St. Dunstan’s was
in every sense a personal one.

Mr. H. V. Kerr, who was blinded at Ypres in
it was the fourth occasion on which he had been privileged to
address the members of the Woking Working Men’s Club, and he
had always been impressed by the warm welcome which he had
received. On behalf of the Council of St. Dunstan’s he thanked
the Committee for supporting their cause. They had heard a good
deal of the need for economy, and St. Dunstan’s had to watch
their finances very carefully in these difficult times, They had
just passed Remembrance Day, and, although its real meaning
might be a little obscure to the younger generation, its annual
observance was the greatest safeguard they had against future
wars. Some 2,000 men were still under the care of St. Dunstan’s,
even though the majority were established in their own homes in
various parts of the Empire and had become useful citizens. In
addition to those blinded on the battlefield, cases still came to
hand of men who were losing their sight as a result of war wounds,
and would ultimately come under the care of their organisation.
At the Brighton establishment ninety beds were maintained for
the more serious cases, and provided a centre for dealing with
convalescent patients,

FFollowing Mr. Kerr’s appeal a collection was made, resulting
I over £4 being sent to St. Dunstan’s headquarters,

1917, said that

venue of a large
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oncert party,  The Portables,” rendered
The ,Well_km‘)'vil:l l())iil)lg;;i:g;]l(}.PLtllllt(?,,urtistcs i.nclu(lil'lg ll’l(}))r'c_lll:c!
A e rmc‘m?illtl,tn)l Stanton Johns (cntgrtzun_cr), I,C]( -')Llilg{j\
2 ((’(;]']‘]l( S‘unywmcrs (comedian), Lewis Philpot (il u'h-l'(tlll: ),
(ll_tllll‘)}"ﬁt), ?I\k’(“{lm at the piano. The clever conjuring t;l(‘ h()u,.
with (,l:zl{'](ts 7 .;civod S].)ccizll applause, as (11’(! the lu_n(l'n’f 1111111:‘_0(1
Lewis 1 ]”l]wt- r(:l ‘well-known favourites as l(;(\ Bailey anc % :
L l)y(:\rli(di]t is due to the Club’s lintortammcnf{sl (f,lil)llll(l‘ltli](lmc ;
e Mr. T. B : for organising a very successiu ;
under Mr. T. Baleham, for organising

LI A Lo Y LVIVIN ¢ ) yUILDFORD.,
Sk EANTS MESS YEPC U N ROYAL REG MENT,
SERG . \ DO, EPOT O El SAEE ( | JRI

GHELUVELT, OCTOBER 3IST, I9I4.
GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF THE BATTLE.

. ; y ing our
\ cold rain was falling, soaking our clothing, ”“ml"::;g rifle

A CO. c Sl N arelyv grasp our -
| 1{\. in such fashion that they could })u( lm;flx Jl:lll'll‘(' 5
1ands 3 b ; ith the continusz ale
; e srs were raw with Z N -
Jines. Our shoulders w 5 : arching, and our
.\lmlti‘ sment.  Our limbs were weary with mu l.l I-]h;'l(rl”]-:(-nn('s\'. =
eqt ‘l l.‘,mgm.(l by the ever present mnecessity 1o I\ s reality

S C X i . N = T t ST OULS C 2
ml'n-()'n"ll)lc from active service. Stern fact and mut“;:'niv figures
”Mlll( 't‘t(‘” into our minds and converted us to au oma T
e Some had become abandoned pessimists, there

> g -ecced 1N spirit as we Were, >
weary, faint with hunger and depressed lnl spirit :TI_'V‘\Q(‘ ) riit
.C g " - [ - | . € - »
J o S W onserved our courag :
. e s cheery souls who cot : armie

were yet some cheer: L an ever ready smile.
with some aptly humorous remark and an ever )

of dejection.

scape was added to by the

The deadly monotony of the l:;ndl.\(]‘;p} \Ytltl lf(.l,(,l-:nh(,“w; be- 1

ic - broke ees, deserted shell-scarre ¢ x i

ssolation of broken trees, ! i e

(‘1((){\1'1"('% Our trenches, but hastily dug with all smlf e e el

S . v ; reasy s : A

(t’iunf(»[ tools, were a mass of slimy mud and gre l:}\m. !
ran in irrcqul’;n‘ and seemingly haphazard fashion v ag

frontage of north and east.

The light faded and as darkness u:(tpt (-;V\C!.\()l:‘(-'l\“—:l!\c(lll“i:]( 1;;((11t
Stakes and wire here, st;ll(}*s ;m_d wire t ;(Ir(',m ~(t'(~c’[ it 1
i i"l'(‘mc‘li?ll"".“””::“"""l”“I‘):‘;l’\l:;?(\i“i‘“(:t;ll?q fnmmnitiun, and
yar some conveying food rater, S
!1;l(>:<-“/lficl(l work material. o

Here and there stood a sentry, who, :}ltlm‘ug‘l.l \tltl({l(\lll(: ())l\f(tlr\th.(t,‘
point, was yet alert, pooril}g with ‘sl.r:n.l'nng eyes ¢ :
parapet—watching—Ilistening—waiting ! 1 s

So the night passed until the small I\()lll'.\‘,l\’v]l(‘nul!l(‘ t\lllll(llllt L{l“(‘r
crashes a very cataclysm ()f hell dvscvn(lc(l ‘()‘]Il’ Ql;l.\‘ ik
shell burst up}m our improvised defences, the tlashes i
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the scene with a perpetual brilliance. High explosives tore ou
work asunder, crashing section after section of our trenches to
ruins. Shrapnel burst over us in droning fury, finding far too
many billets in our comrades. Now there were a thousand rever
berations to our rear as our guns threw out their answering defiance,

Small care could we take of stricken comrades, for with straining
intensity and a tremendous rage we awaited the advance of the
enemy infantry.

The first streaks of dawn showed faintly in the east and the
tornado of hate increased a thousandfold. To the dread artillery
was now allied the murderous and deadly precision of machine
gun and rifle fire beating on our parapets with a devilish tattoo.

The clammy stickiness of our trenches was intensified by the
blood of many of our comrades, who were falling fast. We felt a
sickening feeling around our stomachs and our brains whirled with
faintness.

At last we perceived movement of the enemy. It seemed that
their infantry were massed to crush us alone. They appeared to
be in front of us, on our left and our right. Our shrapnel swept
among them, our machine guns, although few, worked with deadly
precision sweeping away the head of every formation, and our
rifle fire, continuent in one tremendous volley, took its toll:
Hundreds were slain, but still section after section, company after
company, entered the bloody arena only to suffer extinction.

Their overwhelming numbers and reckless persistence at last
gained them a slight advantage and we withdrew, but only a short
distance, for coming to our assistance was our sister battalion.
Inspired with fresh determination we stayed and together with
our comrades of the Battalion stemmed the torrent of grey.

All day the titanic struggle continued. The enemy artillery
crashed and poundered as furiously as ever, but his infantry tired.
Weaker and weaker became his assaults and at last his masses
stopped their attempts and a new dawn arose with the remnants
of a gallant brigade, just seven hundred men, triumphant upon
that bloody field of Gheluvelt,

The Sergeants’ Mess, Depot the Queen’s Royal Regiment, held
their Annual Ball in commemoration of the Battle of Gheluvelt on
IFriday, 30th October, at Stoughton Barracks. The dance was well
attended, the numbers present exceeding 300.

Decoration had been attended to by the Physical Training
Staff of the Depot and was arranged in a very effective manner.

] ighting effects ¢
Sergeant-Major we
by M
ressing room.

Simonds were O usu
was provided by the band of Mx. lll.
and both hosts and guests enjoye

Lo the base (brewery) for supplies,
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arried out under the supervision of HI}' l\)»(|‘[.’:”|l(l,(..::1‘;:{
re equally good. M(ll“(.lll('(‘.\‘, gt-m.'l'm:\ y ,(.‘ e
Tecars, H. & G. Simonds Ltd., were mu;(l up :'f .l”(jllllg ‘.' :

dph el L Bar refreshments, also supplied by Messrs. a3 (% o
f ’1‘|1;|,l firm’s usual unsu‘rpussml .\’l:'m(l;n'fl.‘ Mlm;
Wise. Dancing was varied,
an evening’s excellent enter-
in the bar stock which became
“SB.s” booked for a return
this as usual being the most

tainment, the only casualties being
qadly depleted, and many were the

popular beverage. e,

OLD WOKING RECREATION CLUB.
; STIB:

VISIT TO KENNINGTON LIBERAL AND RADICAL CLUI
‘ | ) ay clai ssessing
The Old Woking Recreation Club cannot lay ¢ li-lll.ltl to pe )l\]]s)(( - i;:
ildi > tes spirit of its members 1
building, but the team sj » ' :
: 24th October, over forty l]](l]ll?(l.\
iy 4 ), ~
e Kennington Liberal and Radical
The result of the games was as

a very imposing :
not lacking, and on Saturday,
journeyed to London to meet tl
Club in a games tournament.
TR KRENNINGTON

OLD I}
WOKING. LLIEERAL.
Poinls.

Poinls.
[Damts 3
Whist ...
Cribbage
Dominoes o
Shove Halfpenny
Snooker
Billiards
14 10
i : {enni and
The members had a great reception at l\tl&;nng\tm\k] :“ 3
» Sl a return visi Mr. A. Warne
are now eagerly looking forward to a return visit. : ; ol
of the Games Committee arranged the lnurn;nnunllun(r '| s .( [[(,,-1:
¢ : g wirprnaef A 11 3 S,
of hearty congratulations on the .\n(((‘s.\lul lt_s}ll tl (‘) S i
He is also a great asset to the Dart Club which he maug
some time ago.
. Wi i smory of e son
The Reverend and Mrs. F. Wilson (in memory of wln;)l,st o
l ous 'S e
the hut was erected) have always been generous (lm}nlxsl}n e
% 6 ek TACTPC] N 1e keenes
Woking Recreation Club and follow their progress \\1’t.‘1Il ".i(h‘ e
possible interest, and we are sure they will 'I('tlllll wi I
by 5 - N2 ac y .
the institution is such a centre of social activity

) yreetings é 'mbers of
The Woking Staff send Seasonal (nu(mgT to lllll mer
the “ Hop Leaf ” family both at home and abroad.
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OXTFORD.

By the time these few lines appear in cold print the month o
December will have commenced, and if we wait for another 158U
the present year will have become a back number. We therefor
take this opportunity of extending to our colleagues at Headquarter
and the Branches, and especially to our friends and patrons in Oxfoy(
and district, our very best wishes for a real happy Christmas and;
prosperous New Year. May 1932 see that welcome reduction of
TWOPENCE PER PINT for which we all hope.

“J.V.E.” is to congratulated on securing a “ special ”’ fo
his own use. If this, the reward of concentrated importunity, is 4
" feather in his cap,” then we suppose the driver, fireman and
guard of the North Camp Special are now wearing the ““ Hop Leaf”
in their bonnets !

All at Oxford send their felicitations to Mr. E. (
becoming the father of a family,
carpet slippers for walking the

rosney on his
Nothing like a good thick pair of
floor these cold nights.

May we intrude into your special
Editor, just to say that we have not on
dive, but also the young ones perform ¢
surface soon after taking to the water.
sight to |-—Editor.]

sphere for a moment, Mr,
ly seen the adult moorhen
Juite efficiently below the
[Yes, and a very charming

Everyone hereabouts seems to be sa
but at present we don’t know whether it is to buy good things for
Christmas or to pay that extra bit of income tax. We hope that
the majority have both objects in view and that our annual rush of
additional business prior to the festive season will exceed our
expectations,

ving up for something,

BRIGHTON.

The chief topic of interest this past month has,
the General Election, and the extraordin
all over the country.
constituency in the country, and put back the
a tremendous majority.
Socialist and Co-operative candidates,
forfeiting their deposits.

of course, been
ary results of the polling
Here, in Brighton, we have the largest
sitting members with
A good try was made to get votes by
who just managed to save
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i in trading conditions.
Now we hope for a gradual improvement in tr.yhng<.(in(llvtvlmx]1d
> ’ < . D s 1€ ¥
i l1 (“\l)\l/ has not vet experienced that rush of VNU); s.\/\l/ Lo
D (o) as o 2 o e :
]'I"H l'i( have gone to the Riviera, but there are certainly sig
otherwise have ]
e ¢ 1 lettings.
more autumi ; ‘ Wi
5 » South coast more tha
i .t week has brought to us on the ¢
e past week has : ‘ e Soutt SR
I lll !uqll complement of equinoctial gales, which wm“i-ltlm,]r,rh,
v 11SUé ) : S it :
1| ] oc along the undefended parts of the coast, more ps \
1V ¢ /) <
2t Shoreham and Littlehampton.

i in its s T gar hardly
Visitors who know Brighton i its summer garb w<|>ul(l P
. . < ) » rough seas he
] recognised the beach last week when llui l‘()lllg I\, Ty
ave t g - e ; g0 e
ll'li<l|(-(| with it and left the shingle piled up 111.1||)llt( _.]1 ) R
Im s, In fact, one storm threw up so much beac 11 ](”1\ Pl
o i FOWI1 boats were completely ’
: ‘ning many rowing boats \ G
jat next morning A LA N R
Hnl , the masts being exposed to show where tlu) ln)‘lt.\l’\'\(-l (WH s
Ull ‘\\'|Iill”|(‘ The lower |n‘n|m-n;u|<s near the Palace I(.I l.”,t ¢ i
Il I(l 'Iwh:ﬁw the surface of the beach, and the new amusemc P
N ) 1 ne i » §ea.,
suffered very much from the incoming of the sea
'mistice Day, when a
Fortunately, these storms abated on Anmst:u \{")l\ [\‘]\ nen 2
ler 6o 'S ¢ sual assembled at the War Memoric
; - smaller concourse than usual assen \ oria
rather smaller conco : sty Sl i
in the Steine to honour the departed heroes (”1””11-‘ (lli‘,ri““"(ln.
leasant coincidence the sun broke through the clouds
|} Sl Se ', .
two minutes’ silence. i
y A righto
The now annual run of “ Old Crocks ™ from LLondon to »11;\l| o
l ‘ , irty o (ezhgcyy o)
"eC > rer  thirty motor cars,
took place recently, wlnn' OVE T
ior to 1904, completed the journey. 1€ 1€r, R s
Roy iven ; in Malcolm Campbell, did the journey o
Royce, driven by Captain N alcolm Camj ) ¢ A
«1 miles at the rate of 25 miles an hour, which mu: ave | :
Tediond T Tnter ced-maker. One entry, a 1900 Wolseley
tedious to this intrepid speed-maker. ( e,
recently purchased for 15/-, arrived late for qualiiica |( gt
but the lady driver was awarded a certificate 'h|” P u; ]\ )y g
ho i h s s of the ““ old crocks
R.A.C., who organised the run. Although som¢ II el
were the object of derision, there was much to e le: L
more serious spectator, as to the wonderful progress madic g
the past decade in motor car design.

Our foreman, Mr. A. E. Sln'!tll, Ilzul‘ an Hu‘]"\‘“l)l(‘ )\'(I::i 11‘,‘8
Reading last month, when llu-“l)n'('«‘tm's ln\'ltlf(l ,”“,:.rl\l-l“mwr(m.\"
occasion of his Jubilee with the Firm, and m;ulf‘. llll\ll.lA \ s‘mﬂ]. 2L
presentation. Roaming round the Igl'-(‘\V(‘l)', ; ) | : it
particularly impressed with the new Imt_llln.l;; ”[]]df “'“i l;\\.,l.”. (;l];(- s
great expansion all round since his |;|§<l visit. | (‘ \Yl;::-.inlu e
opportunity of thanking all those with whom he ca
for their kind reception of him.

To all readers of the GazETTE we send from Hl’lt}"lll(:ll\}l("f;‘l\’
< algCly y = . s AT o : New ear.
greeting for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous INey
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.
THIS YEAR OF GRACE,

With many deep depressions along its path, the year of 1g3
leaves very few kindly disposed towards its extension, even if thy
were humanly possible.

Undoubtedly, to most of us, it will go down in our memoirs g
a very distasteful experience. Leaden skies and falling barometers
in every home and trade have been disquieting features of it
“ progress,” while the final thunderclap of the economy  budgef
left all loyal Britons speechless. With Christmas not far distant,
and our thoughts filled with the optimism which a Nationa
Government has given the Empire, with their policy of ““ Buy
British,” is it too much to hope that the worst of the storm has
passed over us? We trow not !

In this certain hope we confidently wish the Directors and
our many confreres and readers at home and abroad a happy
Christmas and a brighter New Year.

WISDOM'S CHOICE !

A safe “tip” to all sportsmen : Look out for Stability (by
Electorate—Ballot Box) ! This “ horse "’ should be supported on
the flat or over the sticks on every occasion. Is a real trier and a
‘ Grand National ”’ certainty |

Another hint to the wise : Watch the boys in green and black
Plymouth Argyle—for the Promotion Stakes! We base our ideas
on the poor quality of many of the teams in their Division, rather
than on a vastly improved side at Home Park. A little stiffening
perhaps at half-back and April next will see them knocking at the
door of the higher sphere.

We are sorry to see Reading “ in the dumps,” and hope those
“eleven o’clock critics " are still to be found at Elm Park week
i and week out. That’s the spirit !

There’s plenty of time yet to join us next season ; an improve-
ment on the recovery of the last week or two will show the football
world that third-class fare is not good enough for the sportsmen of
Berkshire. We shall be among the first to welcome you back
“home " again. :

The Tamar Social Club, by removing to the Old Civil Service
Billiards Club at Devonport, has displayed a progressive spirit
which deserves all the support its members can give it, An
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increased revenue will, however, be essential to n‘)‘:l'llx"('- ”'I('-'\[/(-:l-]'t'l“;ti;;
mé(‘cssf[ll one, and we therefore hope that u]lI «-‘l-]j]-'mn:?])l(- o
use their Club regularly and (.1(‘111(?[1.\'(['2\1(‘ (o) i }()5(‘ ‘ll(.,sl)(.) (4”“‘
the change over that the project 1s not a too ambitious 53

Under more congenial surroundings, members ’zm(l friends vsilll
now be able to enter into their games wHIuplt that nn(l(tlglmmt( 4
fecling which the old clubroom had, and with zunp!c space tlul( n (]Tv
tain visitors, and to cater for the needs of all, the Club should mak
further strides forward.

1 1natr 3 . e 2

Another full-size billiards table has been m.\l.lll(d, and Im(l(.ll!lgj
cueists will not be able to complain of their lack of nppmtunml(.\
for .pr'u‘ti(‘('. The past half-year’s results have shown that lu
Club budget can be balanced without undue economy )1)(31.\1:1_(.\.
and we confidently look forward to a soundly vstuhllsln_(‘(l institu l(')t”
‘ ; 1f - y Mr chare S
in the vears to come if all members loyally do their share ini
evolution.

Our billiards teams in the Plymouth and District Leagues have
not been doing too well, as the following results shew :

OCTOBER 13TH, .
Social Club. St. George's
Mills 099 U 5 Nf';ll
' ‘\|l||\‘ adled HLOS W. Chubb
|"I('I'(:l' s 0 L2 . Jrampton
Williams w100 Uk I£. Armstrong
Webber oo L2500 C. Irish
Game lost by 2-—3.

O NN
S I IS RS 1)

£ N
o

TOBER 20TH. )
Social Club. St Mark's.
T. Pierce NS S Truscott
" Mills . 8 w©. Dunstan
‘\Iill&' S ; ). Johnstone
.. Webber : 4 ,\Yl‘ll‘_\;
Williams ... v, Hanatt

Game lost by 2-—3.

TOBER 20TH,

Social Club. Primitive Nlethodist.

. Tucker : W. Cranch
Bishop ki, :\I('(‘;l‘(‘ulil'
Watkins : ) Smith
Wise ... SRl Pengelly
LLuscombe v Stevens

Game lost by 2-—-3.

Perhaps under better and more frequent uplx_n'_tunnu;s llur
practice we shall soon pick up our match-winning qualities. As the
popular strain has it, [ime alone will tell ™!
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An event to which we are looking forward, as we write, is the
visit of Mr. I'. A. Simonds to the West Country to preside over
the Annual Banquet of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association at
Torquay. ‘We hope to be able to include in our next notes a few
impressions of the function.

HEARD WAY DOWN WEST.

“ Well, Garge, did 'ee get any plums this yer summer ? "

“ Ah yes, Will'um, tidy few, but a girt starm comes along an
blows half of em off, and us aid only jest gether that when a nlighty
girt gust fetches t'other half down.”

“Bad luck, Garge, cud ’ee do ought with 'em ? "’

“Oh yes, Will'um, Missus her ate one, an’ I ate t'other ! ”

A HINT FOR YOUR NOTEBOOK.

Visitors to Plymouth who have boarded the many steamers,
motor boats and other craft which ply for hire up and down our
local rivers and in and out of the many beauty spots of South

Devon, will no doubt recognise the subject of the accompanying
“snap "—the “ Royal Oak " Inn, Cargreen.

The ‘“ Royal Oak,” Cargreen.

Situated on thé South or Cornish bank of the Tamar, the
largest stream which empties itself into Plymouth Sound, Cargreen
is invariably the first stop going upstream and the last coming
home. The only house of refreshment being the “ Royal Oak,” it
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follows that it is a highly 1)()pu|‘ar port of ~ca'll for "”ol.(l salts ”‘ zmd‘
passengers alike. ”.“}t‘op at (/fl‘rgr'ccn,, Skllppc_r!’ is (’l'll,l:l(?st las
popular a call on the Jal_nur as ‘“ Mine's an S.B.,” mate ! ' 11’1 t li
“ Royal Oak,” and one is almost as chcor.mg as thc”nth(n except
when on a warm summer afternoon the sign of the Hop Leaf
can be distinguished in the distance as the landing stage comes 1n
sight. Then both skipper and mate, passengers :‘m(l crew, s;lmplci
those famous beverages which Mr..;m(l Mrs. F. A. V. Magnm’
dispense to all patrons of their quaint old house. An old petty
officer himself, mine host is instantly at home with all who call,
and visitors can be assured of a warm welcome even on the coldest
afternoon.

The wonderful views at Cargreen and all along the Tamar
Valley to Calstock more than recompense even tl‘n- most blase
traveller for the time spent. Why go abroad exploring when such
gorgeous rivers as the Tamar are unknown to us

Make a point of visiting Cargreen on your next trip this way.
You don’t need to ask for the “ Royal Oak "—just turn in at the
first house on the right !

The Inter-Company Boxing Competition of the 2nd Battalion
Norfolk Regiment, held recently at the Garrison (,x)’ﬂ)lmsmm,
Devonport, was a singularly striking testimony to the fitness of
the Army of to-day in general and of the Norfolks in particular.

A win on points was an exception—six knock-outs in seven
finals need no comment of ours—and those who had the privilege
of attending the tourney could not complain of the absence of
that spirit to win which many so-called “ champions " have of late
vears failed to exhibit. But then, what else would one expect
from the wearers of the yellow ‘ flash " !

The final scores were :—Headquarters Wing, 76 ; C. Company,
68 ; D. Company, 66.

The Colonel of the Norfolk Regiment, General Sir E. Peter
Strickland, K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.0., who prvscnted Fl\.o
trophies, complimented the contestants “ on the skl'll. and spirit
shown, which was in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Regiment to which they all were proud to belong.”” Sentiments
with which all sportsmen will gladly concur.

Many wearers of the Britannia badge are among our patrons
at Devonport, and “ Hop Leaf '’ beverages are duly appreciated
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after a gruelling contest, whether on muddied fields or 'neath the
glare of the arc lamps as upon this evening, when the Mess is reached.

We, on our part, count it a high privilege to serve them.

“ TO BE—OR NOT TO BE?

The scene as the curtain rose on the final act was a particularly
brilliant one which, maybe, redeemed the play as a whole from being
what is known as ““ an utter failure.” By special request of the
audience, however, no encores are to be allowed for a period of
years. Thanks be! An anguished request to reproduce a better
show in 1932 and onwards could have but one result, and this was
answered on October 27th.

To-day, almost a new dramatis personae appear before us.
[ts critics are wondering, is it to be merely a rehash of the old, or
an entirely new production ? The stage is set : the drop curtain
rises.

See | the prologue begins. One can almost see the producer
helping here, helping there. On his shoulders rest an overwhelming
task. His audience are, however, somewhat impatient, sceptical
and a little cold. Are they to witness the usual  eternal triangle,”
another problem, a tragedy, just a revue, or a glorious historical
triumph 2 The cynical curiosity of first nighters !

Ah| Patience, friends | In all kindliness, *“ see how the play
unfolds itself,” and cheer, pit and stalls alike if it be worth the
appreciation. Nothing brings out the best in man more than real
encouragement, or more completely links audience and players as
one, from the rising of the curtain. Let us not, therefore, judge
the measure of its success hastily. He who travels overfast in these
days of ours may not arrive at his journey’s end at all, and the
play’s the thing ! '

A greater than C.B.C. once advised an anxious world to “ Wait
and see.””  We lean forward in our seats—the prologue is ending
the curtain is slowly ascending before us-

Welcome, 1932 |

LONDON.

All at London Stores extend the season’s greetings to readers
of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE, wishing them good times at Christmas
and prosperity during the coming year.
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TOOTING CONSERVATIVE CLUB SUPPER.
Sixty-seven members were present at the Tooting Conservative
Club Supper, which was held at the Club premises, Ashvale Road,
Tooting, on Tuesday, November 17th.

’ . J ;. .

A speech was made during the evening by Mr. J. Y ().llll;{,‘“l(
Chairman, and Mr. Bastin, of the North Cheam Social Club
responded.

Supper over a most enjoyable concert followed and was greatly
appreciated.

The catering was in the capable hands of the Steward and
Stewardess, Mr. and Mrs. W. Griffin.

BROOKDALE CLUB ANNUAL DINNER.

The Brookdale Club, Catford, held their Annual Dinner on
Saturday, 2rst November. Mr. W. Burn (Chairman) prvsidvrl, and
about 100 members and friends were present. Dinner was followed
by a concert and dance. Our Mr. J. Hobson acted as M.C., and the
concert arrangements were carried out by Mr. K. Arthur.

This Club has made considerable improvements during the past
year and is one of the best in the district.

We wish the members every success, and feel sure they will
maintain the high standard that has always been associated with the
Srookdale.

Mr. L. T. Locan, the popular Managing Director of ‘(ln\ (‘()Hm.()
Hotel, Southampton Row, has now a valuable addition to his
premises, opening a few weeks ago a fine saloon under the name
“ Peter’s Bar.” It is arranged in Spanish style, and the outside
decorations with its two finely painted hanging signs are in keeping
with the luxurious interior. Additional to a well-stocked bar is
an open grill and many varieties of “ snacks ™ are obtainable.
FFor its originality and decorative treatment, ‘‘ Peter’s Bar ' is
hard to match anywhere, and Mr. Locan is to be congratulated on
a great asset, not only to the Cosmo, but also to the West Central
district. A

The N.C.O’s. of the 4th Battalion Royal West Surrey Regiment
had the great misfortune of having their Mess at the Old Barracks,
Mitcham Road, Croydon, totally destroyed by fire in the early
morning of October 26th. Looking in a few hours after the flames
had been extinguished, we found almost everything had disappeared.
A few strings only remained of the piano, whilst the billiards table
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had been consumed entirely. Great efforts had been made to make
the Mess comfortable, and our sympathy.is with R.S. Major and the

members of the Mess in this great disaster.

We join with Portsmouth Branch in their regret of the passing,
at the great age of 92, of Mr. W. Toms. He was personally known
here by several members of our staff, and his death seemed sudden,
coming as it did so soon after the publication of his portrait in a recent
number of the GAZETTE.

Our very best wishes to Mr. Albert Smith, of Brighton Branch,
another whom we were interested to read has completed fifty years’
service with the Firm.

On Friday, 2oth November, the members of the Dart Club,
Putney Working Men’s Club and Institute, entertained a team
selected from our staff. The honours of the evening fell to H. & G.S,
Ltd. team, who won 3 games against 2.

We accept this opportunity of thanking the members of the
Putney Club on behalf of our team for a very enjoyable evening.

PORTSMOUTH.

It is with great regret we have to report this month in Tug
Hor LEAF GAzZETTE the sad death of Mrs. Maud Comber of
“ Nylstroom,” Westbourne, wife of Mr. H. Comber who has been a
traveller at this Branch for the past twenty-four years. The late
Mrs. Comber was an industrious church worker and was a member
of the parochial church council. The floral tributes at the funeral
were numerous and included those from : The Committee and
Members, Women’s Branch of the Conservative Association (of
which the deceased lady was hon. treasurer), Messrs. H. & G.
Simonds Ltd. (Portsmouth Branch), also present and late members
of the Westbourne Men’s Conservative Association, etc. We know
that all friends will join with us in our expression of deepest
sympathy to Mr. Comber and his family in their great bereavement.

Next month the Prince of Wales is coming to Portsmouth to
present new colours to the Portsmouth Division of the Royal
Marines at Eastney Barracks. A brilliant ceremonial is expected
and the event will be one of outstanding importance and interest in
local Service history. The ceremonial will commence at 11.45
a.m. and the actual presentation of the colours will be made af
noon. It is a point of interest that before the amalgamation of
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the Royal Marine Artillery and the Royal Marine Light Infantry,
the former had no colours, but the R.M.L.I. had theirs presented
{o them by Queen Victoria as far back as 1894. When the Red.
Marines went over from Forton lizn'ru,(:.ks to ()slmrnft Fl(msc where
the presentation took place, General S.n' Joseph I’lnlhps,} \then l.h(‘
Colonel-Commandant at Forton, was in charge. H.M. The King
is Colonel-in-Chief of this Corps.

HANTS AND ISLE OF WIGHT BRANCH OF THE R.A. ASSOCIATION.

At the tenth annual dinner of this Association held in the
banqueting room of the Guildhall recently, there was a record
attendance of nearly 200, proving that these re-unions are becoming
increasingly popular each year. The 51)(‘f‘(‘11('s on this occasion told
of the notable progress of the Association. The Lord Mayor of
Portsmouth (Councillor W. Gleave, J.P.) ;ntvn(lf'(l 1]1(‘.(hnn(~r{
others present including Col. F. W. Barron, O.B.E. (President of
the Association), Lieut.-Col. R. S. Rothwell, D.S.0., Lieut.-( ()!. Ik,
Lindsay, Col. W. H. Barrell, O.B.E., Lieut.-Col. H. Brown, [DESIOE
Lieut.-Col. T. Summerville, D.S.0., etc. The loyal toast was
drunk on the call of the President. Before proceeding with the
toast list the Chairman, Col. Barron, said he had sent loyal greetings
to His Majesty The King on behalf of the members of the Association
and had received a reply from His Majesty, as follows :

“To the President of the Royal Artillery Association (Hants
and Isle of Wight Branch)—The King sincerely thanks the members
assembled this evening for their loyal message addressed to their
Colonel-in-Chief."”

Col. Barron went on to thank the Lord Mayor for allowing the
dinner to be held in the banqueting room of the (h}lldh{tll.
Proposing “ The Regiment,” Col. Barron said at a gathering like
that composed largely of gunners there was very little n.cc(l”hc’ said
in support of the toast. ‘“ All who are gunners " he said, “ Know
what a lot non-members have missed.”” He said ‘““ are” gunners
and not ‘“ were’ gunners because he always liked to stress the
old phrase, ‘“ Once a gunner always a gunner.””  Whether they had
left the service two years or twenty-two years ago they were all
gunners. Speaking of the use of the Association, (.‘nl. Barron said
it stood for the unity of all gunners serving, retired, regular or
overseas. During the dinner The Royal Artillery (Portsmouth)
band under B.S.M. J. Dowell rendered selections and community
singing was another enjoyable feature. The evening wound up
with the singing of *“ Auld Lang Syne.”
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Only a short time elapsed between the departure of the 1s
Welch Regiment from the New Barracks, Gosport, and the arrival
of the 1st Manchesters under the command of Lieut.-Col. Lionel C,
Bostock, O.B.E., M.C. We give below an extract from the
Hampshire Telegraph and Post, written by their military cor-
respondent :

“The outbreak of the war found the 1st Bn. Manchester
Regiment in India while the 2nd Bn. at home accompanied the
14th Infantry Brigade to Irance. The 1st Bn. was brought home
and attached to the 8th (Jullander) Indian Infantry Brigade,
Both Battalions worthily upheld the credit of the Regiment, the
2nd Bn. being engaged in the retreat from Mons and in the battle
of Le Cateau. At Iestubert, 2nd Lieut. James Leach and Sgt.
John Hogan, both of the 2nd Bn., won the Victoria Cross for their
bravery in re-capturing a trench by themselves, killing eight of the
enemy and making 16 prisoners. The 1st Bn. was responsible for
the re-capture of Givenchy in December, 1914, when under Col.
Strickland the Regiment pushed its way into the village from end
to end with a loss of over 300 men. These are but two examples of
the prowess of the Manchester men of whom 42 Battalions were
raised for service between 1914 and 1918. Many of these were to
be found fighting in all parts of the world as the following battle
honours borne on the colours shew :—“ Mons,” “ Givenchy, 1914,”
“ Ypres, 1915-17-18,” ““ Somme, 1916-18,” “ Hindenburg Line,
“ Piave,” “ Macedonia, 1915-18,”" ““ Gallipoli, 1915,” ‘ Megiddo,"
“Kut el Amara” and “ Bagdad.”

The gathering of “ Ye Olde Georgians’ of Portsmouth at
their headquarters, the George Hotel, High Street, was fittingly
held on the Saturday evening of remembrance’ week and the first
event after supper was, as usual, to drink to the memory of Lord
Nelson. The gathering had been organised by the chairman, Bro.
S. Thompson and the hon. secretary, Bro. L. Maxwell, and it was
explained by the former that soon after the battle of Trafalgar on
October 21st, 1805, the order was formed and had regular meetings
to celebrate the great naval victory until the year 1830 when it
was allowed to lapse 10 years. It was then revived and the main
object was to bring the members together periodically in old time
jovial friendship. Rousing refrains were sung by the members and
a party made up of Miss Phyliss Gawler (piano), Miss Lee (vocalist)
and Mr. R. Bowles (violinist) added considerably to the enjoyment
and in one of their several items they were joined by Bro. A. Gawler
(violin). There was a short toast list, the Chairman proposing the
health of Councillor Bro. W. H. Dashwood, who replied, and Bro.
T. L. Dines submitted ““ The Chairman,” who was received with
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musical honours. The chairman in concluding heartily thanked

the entertainers.

May we take this opportunity of extending seasonable greetings
ﬂ to all readers of THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE.

CHANGE OF REGIMENT AT THE NEW BARRACKS, GOSPORT.
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GREY @ How long has Meekleigh been married ?
GREENE : “ For twenty awed years.”

* *« *
Wihatasta  SRPubeCravl?

A pint-to-pint race.

Wire @ “ I've been asked for a reference about our last maid
['ve said she’s lazy, unpunctual and impertinent. Now, can I add
anvthing in her favour? '’

HussBy :
well,”

You might say she's got a good appetite and sleeps

At the Cinema :
“ Do you think this picture is really fit for public exhibition.'
[t's not ; that’s why they screen it."

sk * * $

Before marriage a man swears to love: after marriage he loves
to swear.

Age 1s uncharitable ; a woman never gives it away, but it tells
on her.
* * *k *

“ Doctor,” said the lady, ““ I want you to prescribe for me."
['here is nothing the matter, madam,” said the doctor, after
feeling her pulse ; “* you only need rest.”” ** Now, doctor, just look
at my tongue,” she persisted. “* Just look at it—look at it ! Now
say what does that need? ” “ I think that needs rest too,
replied the doctor.

‘

“There are no circumstances under which honesty and
integrity of purpose will not stand a man in good stead,” says some
philosophers ; but we would like to know how it will help the man |
who finds himself suddenly forced to associate with a bulldog in |
an orchard with a high wall round it.

Bradley & Son, Ltd., The Crown Press, Caxtou Street, Reading.
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