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BRIDGEND. 

By the time the e notes appear in print Christmas will be 
close at hand ; we at Bridgend, therefore, take this opportunity of 
wishing the Directors, staff and all readers of THE Hop LEAF 
GAZETTE a Happy Xmas in spite of Hitler, the black-out and other 
" nasty" things. 

We have received letters from the members of our staff, now 
on active service, and they say how much they enjoy reading THE 
Hop LEAF GAZETTE each month. We look forward to their early 
and safe return ; a thought which, undoubtedly, goes through the 
minds of all during these days of war. 

On Saturday, September 30th, Mr. T. W. H. ummers, who 
was chief clerk with our predecessors (Mes rs. R. H. Stiles) for a 
great number of years, retired. He was presented with a silver 
teapot from the staff, by Mr. S. H. Spurling, who thanked him for 
his loyal service to the Firm since they took over Messrs. R. H . 
Stiles' business in I938. Mr. Spurling also expressed his apprecia­
tion of Mr. Summers' unfailing courtesy and assistance to him since 
he came to Bridgend. 

In his reply, Mr. Summers said how much he appreciated the 
gift and tha t it would be a constant reminder of th happy days 
he had spent with us all. Mr. ummers, who is a Bridgend 
Councillor and Chairman of the Financ Committee added, that 
he felt by retiring from active service with the Firm he could give 
the whole of his time to his municipal duties, in which he takes a 
very great interest. 

Mr. Summers erved with the Welch Regiment in th e Great 
War and we regret that he had the misfortune to be badly wounded 
in the left leg, it being necessary for the limb to be a mputated. 
However, he always makes light of his loss . The det ermined and 
courageous manner in which he has ov rcome this handicap is 
indeed admirable and is a true reflection of Briti h grit in the face 
of adversity. 

A happy retirement is the wish of us all . 

We regret to report the demise of Mrs. Morris, the wife of 
Mr. D. Morris, our tenant of the Bear Inn , Neath. 

Mrs. Morris had been ailing for some time and she passed away 
on the I7th October. Our sympathy is extended to Mr. Morris 
and family in their ad bereavement. R.J.P. 
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Congratulations to Mr. C. G. Richmond, of our clerical staff, 
whose wife presented him with a daughter on Thursday, I 2th 
October. We are pleased to say that both Mrs. Richmond and the 
baby are doing well. 

The Alma Inn , Blaenavon, darts team, in spite of keen 
competition, annexed the Pontypool Hospital Cup for the second 
year in succession, and we congratulate them on their splendid 
achievement. We are forced to the conclusion that Mrs. Morris, 
who is the oldest licensee in Blaenavon and our tenant at the Alma 
Inn, Blaenavon, provides the necessary inspiration for the e 
successes . It's up to you, Mrs. Morris, to see that the team does 
the hat trick. 

BRISTOL. 

On September 30th the first year of our incorporation in the 
" Mother" Company came to its appointed end, and for many 
days we of Bristol had our first interesting experience of finding the 
solutions to quite a few little cute problems which are bound to 
a rise where a new system of accounts is in operation. With 
traditional adaptability our Accounts and Ledger Departments, 
under the friendly guidance of our Head Office experts, did not 
find the new road too heavy going and, in the words of our military 
text books- " A well prepared attack made progress according to 
schedule, at each phase new positions were consolidated and reserves 
moved up, until a final and secure line was establi hed." 

It is a happy augury for Bristol's future to be able to record 
that the year coincided with an output from the ]acob Stree t 
Brewery which has not been approached over a very long period of 
years- a tribute not only to the ever extending interests of the 
great Firm we represent , but also to the consistent qualities of their 
products al:1d of a rapidly increasing demand for them in this area 
under normal conditions. May they return to u all during this 
second year of our incorporation is our earnest prayer! 

PEACE ON EARTH ! 

The inexorable march of time is rotating this planet of ours 
towards that season of the year which we and so many so-called 
" civilized nations " have named Christmas-a time of festivity, of 
goodwill and happiness- of cherished memories and re-unions amid 
the childlike yet age-old traditions of our simple Chri tian beliefs­
just before the dawn of a new year. 
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As we move forward towards its promises today we cannot 
help but wonder what this final bend in the year's road we are now 
treading will reveal to us, and whether OUT courag and strength 
will be more than equal to our needs. We endeavour to seek a 
reason for the, to us, hat ful condition under which we approach 
this annual manifestation of our friendship and affections, and 
cannot find one in our own hearts . The whirl of events, out ide I 

our own na tional orbit in former yeaTs, has now drawn us into its 
ever-growing momentum , and for good or ill we and our Alii s a re 
calling a halt t o t he forces of godlessness and barbarity who would 
sweep all the ideals of creation into oblivion and xtinction. Recent 
history is ufficient to be quite clear on tha t ! 

Therefore, let us not be in any doubt either as to our method 
of meeting this m nace to the world , or its outcome. Nothing is 
surer but that the spirit of Christmas will survive its latest assault, 
and that in the happier years to come our " Peace on Earth , 
Goodwill among men " will be a new hymn of praise for blessings 
vouchsafed, rather than- as it will be during Xmas, 1939- a 
prayer from every sincerely human heart th at beats. 

And looking towards that, we hope, not too di tant day, and 
with the sincere wish tha t all of us may join toge ther in that 
enlightened new world- a world which will have passed through 
the fiTe with its faith in humanity and its precepts of right unshaken 
and unchallengeablc-a world of strange quality at first to a ll of 
us, and yet how good to those who now s ek it :- How proud in 
the fulfilment of our cause, and in the knowledge th at we and our 
Allies have marched there together! . • 

And in that perspective of faith we link our thoughts with our 
kindly and ever th oughtful DiTectors-with a fervent wish tha t 
those who are bearing the burden and heat of the day a t home may 
be blest with health and strength to carry on, and that those 
members of the Board wh o a re now engaged elsewhere in helping 
to defeat a common enemy may all return safely to their dear one 
and to us a ll when the" case fire" goes and happier times return . 

To them, and to all our Hop Leaf confreres and friends, many 
of whom are doing their bit under hazardous conditions, we sencl 
our sincerest thoughts- the best of luck, and a saf return to this 
garden of England . 

" To a happi I' ending to 1940. To the day when " the bells 
of peace ring in our ears, and the din of war is no more "-a 
Christmas Greeting indeed! 

THE Hop L EAF GAZETTE . 131 

PORTSMOUTH. 

At the Naval War Memorial on the front it seemed a strange 
Remembrance Day, devoid for the first time of sol mn pageantry. 
A handful of mourners came to lay floral tributes to those who gave 
their lives at sea, both in this war and that of 1914-18. With the 
scarlet of the poppies was mixed other blooms which, in many cases, 
recalled lives lost in the R oyal Oak. 

Shortly before II o'clock wreaths were laid by Vice-Admiral 
R R Turn r, Admiral-Superintendent , Portsmouth Dockyard, 
and Brigadier T . L. Hunton, of the Royal Marine Barracks, 
Eastney. They read :- " F rom the Commander-in-Chief, Officers 
and Men of the Portsmouth Command " ; " In honour and proud 
memory of t he Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and M n of 
Portsmouth Division, KM." ; a nd " From all ranks, R N. School 
of Music, Deal. " 

The British Legion was repr nted by Mr. J. B . Keene. 

Th re will be many people associated with t he rvices who 
will regret the death of Lady Brock a nd sympathize with Admiral 
of t he Fleet Sir Osmond Brock in hi 10 s. When iT Osmond was 
Commander-in-Chief a t Portsmouth from April, 1926, to April, 1929, 
Lady Brock wa a prominent welfare worker, especially on behalf 
of organizations connected with the interests of naval families, and 
she ha 1 shown a similar inter st during the time h r husband was 
Commander-in-Chief, Mediterran an, befor taking over this 
command. Sir Osmond and Lady Brock had resided in West 
Sus x in recent years, and the fun ral took place at Slindon . 

PRESENTATION TO MH. A. 11'1. BRYAN. 

A plea ing ceremony took place a t this Branch recently on 
the occasion of the departure of Mr. A. M. Bryan, a member of our 
office staff, to Ludgershall Branch. 

In the absence of Mr . F . H . Bigg (Manager) , the Chief Clerk 
presented Mr. Bryan with a gift (a silver-backed hair brush set) 
from the Portsmouth staff, with their best wishes for his future 
happiness and success. A list of subscribers accompa.nied ~he gi.ft . 
The Chief Clerk paid tribute to Mr. Bryan 's work III thls offtce 
during a period of over 12 years. He said tha t Mr. J?ryan had 
always carried out his duti s consci ntiously and effiCIently and 
was a good example to the younger members of the taff. They 
congratula ted Mr. Bryan on his appointment at Ludgershall Brancl: . 
Mr. Bryan suitably replied and thanked his colleagues for therr 
good wishes and their gift which h much appreciated . 
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Mr . Bryan will be miss d very much from the office here; 
but he takes with him th best wishes from LlS a ll to his new sphere 
of work . 

Portsmouth Branch wi h all reader of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE, 
both at home and a broad, A HAPPY CH RISTMA . 

ALISBURY. 

The staff a t Salisbury Branch would like to take this oppor­
tunity of sending to the Direc tors of the Firm th ir very best wi hes 
for A HAPPY CHRI TMA . 

We fully appreciate the anxieties and difficultics that have 
been set before them, specia lly during the la tter stages of the past 
financial year and, for Ch ri tma a t least, w would 'ay " God rest 
ye merrie gentlcm n." 

To all others a t Head Office and to all Branches from east 
to west who serve under the banner of the Hop Leaf we send our 
cordial greetings, and to thosc who have been callcd to s rve their 
King and country wc wi h good luck and a safe r turn . 

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT. 

The Tamar Brewery, Devonport, send thcir heartiest wishes 
to the Directors and Staff at headquarters and to all Branches 
(particularly to those serving in H.M. Forces) for A HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS AND BRIGHTER NEW YEAR. 

Mr. elson Edward has relinquished possession of the 
Commercial Hotel, Millbrook, to resume intcrest in fa rming and 
horse breeding. The tenancy has been taken over by Mr. J. King 
who has had considcrablc experience in the catering world , and we 
wish him every success in his ncw undertaking. 

The White Hart Hotel, ChucUeigh, has becn transferred from 
Mr. W . I. Hosking to Mr. F. Turpin, who was form rly licensee of 
the Phoenix Inn, Excter. Both Mr. and Mrs. F . Turpin are well 
acquainted with Chudleigh and their many friends ar plcased to 
welcome their return. 

B".dle:y & Son, Ltd " The: Crown Pu .. , entOD Strut, R.cadint . 
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