
































THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE.

“The Reserve Fund now stands at £386,103 10s. 8d., as set
forth on the balance sheet, having been augmented on the one
hand by the net appreciation of the estates as re-valued and
diminished on the other hand by writing off the book value of the
goodwill, the valuation of the leaschold properties, as well as the
whole of the expenses appertaining to the issue of 6 per cent.
redeemable debenture stock, increase of capital, etc., and the sum
absorbed by the creation of the bonus shares referred to above.

“ After providing for interest on the debenture stocks and
making ample allowances for depreciations, repairs and the various
expenses of the business, including taxation, the net profit amounts
to £79,327 13s. 2d., which, added to the amount brought forward
from 3oth September, 1927, viz., £65,820 12s. 11d., makes a total
of £145,148 6s. 1d. available for appropriation.

“ Having already paid the full year’s dividend on the 5 per
cent. preference shares and interim dividends at the rate of 74 per
cent. on £180,080 ordinary shares, the Directors now recommend
a final dividend of 7 per cent. less tax on £450,200 ordinary shares
(including the bonus issue), and that with a view to complying
with the requirements of the trust deed for the 6 per cent. redeemable
debenture stock the sum of £5,000 should be appropriated to a
debenture redemption reserve, that £15,000 should be carried

to property improvement account, that a pensions fund should be
inaugurated by allocating thereto the sum of £10,000, and that the
balance of £72,404 6s. 1d. should be carried forward to next year.

“The Auditors, Messrs, Collins, Tootell & Co., retire in
accordance with the articles of association and offer themselves
for re-election.”

THE CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT.

The Chairman, moving the adoption of the report and accounts,
said :—

“ This is the first occasion that a chairman of this Company
has been privileged to address at an annual meeting shareholders
other than members of the Simonds family, and I take this opportu-
nity of welcoming those new shareholders ; it is gratifying to know
that under the recent financial re-organisation a large number of
our staff evinced their interest and confidence in the Firm by
applying for shares in very large numbers.

" The financial re-organisation is dealt with in the report ; I can
only add that it was achieved after much care and thought on the
part of the Board and their advisers, and I am confident that it
will prove to the ultimate benefit of all concerned.
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“The net profit for the year has been increased by nearly
£30,000, and this has been due to a large extent to the saving
cffected owing to the completion of the rebuilding of the bottling
stores at Reading and branches, the disturbances created thereby
having reduced profits considerably in the previous financial year :
there have also been savings in expenses in many other directions.

“The profits of the Company in recent years have been seriously
affected by the severity of competition, and uneconomical cutting
of prices, in the export business, as also by the conditions prevailing
in the Army canteen trade, and steps have been taken and are still
]lwin;ﬁr taken to cut out barrelage which has been proved to entail
0SS.

“ The policy of the Company in maintaining its licensed
properties in an excellent state of repair has been strictly adhered
to, ;mdAthvy compare, in our opinion, more than favourably with
those of our competitors in the districts we serve. We have found
licensing benches favourably disposed to any reasonable suggestions
for altering houses to meet public requirements, and for many
years past money has been lavished on rebuilding or reconditioning
properties to this end. ‘

“The high reputation of the Company’s products both at
home and abroad has been fully upheld during the past year, and
there has been a marked increase in the sale of the Company’s
speciality, milk stout, which has now found a ready market in
all parts of the world. )

GROWING BOTTLED BEER TRADE.

“ A marked feature of the trade of the year has been the
enormous increase in the sale of bottled beers, and it may interest
you to know that our output in twelve months amounted to no
less than 31 million bottles. The public preferences for bottled
beers as against beers drawn from the cask is daily becoming more
pronounced and the Company has taken steps to meet this taste
by putting on the market brands of the very best quality.

g I'here has been a gratifying increase in the sale of the
(,mnp:mys own blends of whiskies, the value of which as against
the advertised brands is fully appreciated by our customers.

“ The two subsidiary Companies, Messrs, Mackeson & Cob, it
Hythe, and the South Berks Brewery Co., Ltd., Newbury, have
l)l‘(‘lll carefully managed and have contributed their fair quota of
profit,
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““ The Directors desire to acknowledge the loyal assistance and
services rendered by our head brewer, Mr. Stocker, and the whole
of the staff, not only of the parent Company, but also of the allied
Companies, and to express their best thanks to them.

“1 beg to move the following resolution :—* That the report
of the Directors and balance sheet for 1927-28 be received and
adopted, and that having already paid the full year’s dividend on
the 5 per cent. preference shares and interim dividends at the
rate of 7% per cent. on £180,080 ordinary shares, a final dividend
of 7 per cent. less tax on £450,200 ordinary shares (including the
bonus issue) be now paid, and that with a view to complying with
the requirements of the trust deed for the 6 per cent. redeemable
debenture stock, the sum of £5,000 be appropriated to a debenture
redemption reserve ; that £15,000 be carried to property improve-
ment account, that a pensions fund be inaugurated by allocating
thereto the sum of £10,000, and that the balance of £72,404 6s. 1d.
be carried forward to next year.”"”

THE RIGHT SPIRIT.

Mr. S. V. Shea-Simonds, in seconding the adoption of the
report and balance sheet, said there was one point he would like
to stress. He thought there was no company or firm where such
close touch existed between the Managers, Heads of Departments,
Staff generally, Foremen and Employees, and all the Directors,
as existed at H. & G. Simonds, Ltd. (Applause.) He thought
that spirit, fostered for nearly a century and a half, accounted for
all the success they had achieved in the past. The continuance
of that spirit would give them success in the future, and he felt
quite sure that unless any unforeseen circumstances arose which
would affect adversely, as a whole, the great trade in which they
were engaged, they could look forward to the coming year with
quiet confidence.

Mr. R. A. Walker proposed and Mr. C. Bennett seconded the
re-election of the Auditors, Messrs. Collins, Tootell & Co., and
warmly congratulated them on the lucid balance sheet.

The motion was carried, and Mr. W. A. Collins thanked the
Shareholders for their confidence. He said : ““ It was his privilege
to assist the Board in regard to financial reorganisation, and the
issue of debenture stock, and he was certain the Directors had
taken a wise step which would indubitably strengthen the position
of the Company very considerably. Breweries required a good
deal of capital to-day when the public naturally required that their
comfort and convenience should be studied when they visited
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licensed premises, and perhaps those who are not so closely in touch
with the Trade as he happened to be hardly realised the amount of
capital that was involved in the erection and improvement of
licensed premises. The reorganisation of the business and the
spirit which prevailed amongst all those connected with it would,
provided legislation did not interfere, produce in the future the
same, if not increased, prosperity,

Mrs. H. Caversham Simonds proposed a vote of thanks to the
Chairman, and referred to the admirable work which he and his
co-Directors had performed in the reorganisation of the business.

Major Ashby seconded and expressed the hope that Mr. G,
Blackall-Simonds would remain in office as Chairman of the
Company for many vyears.

THE TENDENCY OF THE DAY.

In acknowledgment the Chairman said: “ I have the great
happiness of having on the Board Directors each of whom is an
expert in his particular branch, and that is a very great thing.
Without their assistance, advice and help T could not have done
anything. I have certainly had in mind for years the conversion
of the Company from purely a family business into a public com-
pany. That has been constantly in my mind for years past,
but it has been made possible by the unstinted help and advice
we have had from every member of the Board. When the war
came to a close, instead of having seven members on the Board,
as we had previously, there were only three. I had to find three
other Simondses, and I think my selection was one that could not
have been beaten. (A4pplause.) It was clear we could not £0 on
as a purely private company. The whole tendency of the day is
for the larger companies to eat up the smaller concerns, and the
choice was before us of being eaten up by some bigger concern,
or becoming a Company that would go forward. Big fishes eat up
smaller fishes, and we thought it better that we should be counted
among the big fishes. The result is this meeting to-day.”

(Applause.)

The Financial Times of Friday, December 28th, contained
the following :—

" A PROMISING DEBUT.

" Hitherto the firm of H. & G. Simonds, the Reading Brewers,
has been a family affair. The family has just been extended by
the adoption, so to speak, of members of the staff, who took advan-
tage of an opportunity to apply for shares ‘in very large numbers,’
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but, in addition, these are now available to the public through the
medium of the Stock Exchange, permission to deal in them, as
well as in the debentures, having been obtained during the past
year. Prior to receiving visitors, the Company seems to have
had a thorough house-cleaning. Its details and its effects are
revealed in the Company’s accounts, the first to be made public,
and Mr. G. Blackall-Simonds had an encouraging report to make
to the meeting on Monday.

“In connection with the issue of debentures made earlier
this year, the properties were revalued and the surplus arising
therefrom was added to reserve. This fund being out of proportion
to the capital, bonus shares were allotted at the rate of three for
every two existing ones. The whole of the goodwill and the
valuation of the leasehold properties, as well as the debenture
issue expenses, have been written off, and still the reserve amounts
to £386,100, as compared with an issued capital of £618,400. Out
of the net profits of £79,300 a final dividend of 7 per cent. on the
£450,200 of Ordinary Shares is to be paid, an interim distribution
of 74 per cent. on the £180,080 then issued having been made
previously. The profits, following the completion of rebuilding of
the Bottling Stores, are up by some £30,000—a result which helps
to emphasise the growing transfer of public demand from draught
to bottled beers.”

“BEING HATED, DON'T GIVE WAY
TO  HATING?

Kipling in writing the above words has grasped the whole
esoteric meaning of the philosophy of life as affecting the individual,
and has provided him with the key to that happiness, health and
success for which man, with all the attributes of the Creator within
himself, was himself created.

The person who hates, either with or without apparent cause,
most surely hurls forth a boomerang which unerringly recoils upon
himself, and NEVER does his hatred affect the person hated unless
and until the latter allows himself to hate in return ; then indeed
has the hater succeeded in his malediction for his hate not only
rebounds upon himself but he has infected the other with a like
poison. For hatred 4s a poison more insidious than any other ,
it gives rise to the most hideous emotions, vindictiveness. jealousy,
malice, etc,, with their inevitable consequences.
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There is a great deal more practical value in the injunction of
the Teacher to ““ bless them that hate you " than appears on the
surface, because that is the only effectual way to counter hatred ;
love is the only thing that confounds it, its poisoned arrows glide
off a shield of love making no impression whatever. A man may
do us any injury in the world, but if we consciously hold him in
loving thought he cannot permanently harm us beyond arousing a
feeling of sorrow that his vindictive attitude is against his own
self-interest, because even if we have wittingly or unwittingly
given him cause to hate us, two wrongs never yet made a right.

The time of enlightenment is at hand when men—even practical
business men, and not the dreamers and the mystics—will realise
that it is to their own personal advantage to “ turn the other
cheek "’ ; that such an act is not one of weakness or sentimentality,
but merely an intelligent recognition that the man who loves is
the winner in the battle all along the line. the hater having lost his
cause before the fight began.

" Love your enemies ” is another very useful working principle
advised by One Who knew that only thus can we transmute an
enemy into a friend, and not only put him on better terms with
ourselves but with his own higher self as well. Put this into daily
use and see how quickly the soft answer turns away wrath, which
the practice of “ getting one’s own back " only inflames

Thousands of people to-day, even in an enlightened age like
the present, are baffled by the existence of all sorts of indefinable,
undiagnosable diseases, especially mental, neurasthenic and heart
troubles, which the medical profession will one day recognise as
being brought about solely by evil thoughts of hatred and malice
against the individual or the race generally and then patients will
be treated difierently by being taught to heal themselves from
within by overcoming these devastating thoughts.

Men who denounce progressive thinking may deny this obvious
connection between disease and negative thoughts, but that does
not alter the truth of the thesis one iota ; if they prefer to live in
their ignorance when the Truth would make them free from disease,
that is the result of their own short-sightedness,

“ What about the old law of an eye for an eye’ asks the
sceptic, *“ surely that is only common justice ? " No, it is not s
Is one of the many obsolete laws which the Word made Ilesh came
to rectify and disprove by example to the contrary, leaving with
us a far better remedy for the loss of the eye than claiming the
other fellow’s eye—which wouldn't give us back our own, whereas
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the Way shown us, not only compensates us for our loss, but gives
both sight and insight to the eyes of the other fellow !

[f you are a man with a nagging wife, or a woman with a
nagging husband, or a servant with a nagging master or mistress
(the latter supposition cannot be reversed as it would be an
anomaly !) try repeating to yourself the following :-

“ Peace like a river’s flow, restful and calm
Flooding the soul with its heavenly balm ;
Faith upward-gazing, untrammelled, serene,
Grasping with boldness the Treasures Unseen,”’

This will bring about such a sense of calm and love that all feelings
of resentment and hate will disappear—and so will even the nagging
in time !

[ MDA,
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BRANCHES.
BRIGHTON,

It is rather like the Irishman who arrived at a friend’s house
to tell him that he could not come, to write up and say there is
nothing of interest to general readers to record from here. Owing
to the King’s illness no doubt, matters in general in Brighton have
been extremely dull, for Brighton generally follows the aspect of
the Metropolis.

Our friends at ‘the West Tarring Club (which Club we have
mentioned in a previous number started from a very small beginning)
are again extending their premises to accommodate the increasing
number of members, and further details of this prosperous Club
will be forthcoming when the extension is finished.,

As mentioned, there is nothing much to chronicle this month,
but we must send something to wish our Directors, fellow workers,
and all readers, a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

WOOLWICH.

Once again the Festive Season is past and we are on the brink
of another year ; we trust it will be a prosperous and happy one
for our Firm and all those connected with it, also all readers of our
GAZETTE.

The members of the staff here spent a very enjoyable evening
on Tuesday, November 27th, when we were entertained by the
N.C.0.’s Mess, Military Police, to a round of games. Unfortunately
we were beaten by rather a large margin, which is indicated by the
scores shewn below :

BILLIARDS.

H, & G, Simonds Lid. Military Police Mess

Mr. W, Bowyer .. Won G.S. Major £, W. Cook Lost
Mr. Bates ... : ILost Cpl. Clarke e Won
Mr, Oram .., - [Lost Bomdr, Oliver ... i Won

WHIST,

Mr. Spurling [./Cpl. Jarvis*
Mr. Kingwell Bomdr. Dair*
Mr. S. & O’'Currie*
Mr, Thurston 3 Cooksley*

* The Military Police won both games of Whist,
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DARTS.
H. & G, Simonds, Lid Malitary Police Mess.

. W. Bowyer A1t 200 L/Cpl. Jarvis

. T, Kingwell 235 . L/Cpl. Maytum

-, S, Kingwell ... 305 ©. L/Bdr.Davis

rin B B atesian 175 ©. Mr. Sherry ...

r, G. Skinner ... 225 wv. LJ/Cpl. Robinson
r, I¥, Thurston i 180 w». L/Bdr. Woodhead
', S, Spurling iy 245 w. Cpl. Clarke

. W. Matthews ... 200 . L/Cpl. Carlton

Total ... vo 1765 Total

DRAUGHTS.

» S, Spurlbingi .. Won L/Cpl. Robinson
. S. Corlett Lost L./Cpl. Carlton
r, S, Kingwell ... Lost Bomdr. Cullington

RESULIDS:

| | | |
‘ Billiards W hist. Darls. Draughts. | TOTAL
\
H. & G. Simonds | 5—3—6* : § 3—g— 39
|

Military Police | 3—5—10*

* Denotes a four-handed game.

However, we are eagerly looking forward to the return match
some time in January and feel sure that with a little luck we might
turn the tables in our favour. Of course we don’t like to mention
it, but we thought we would be sure of at least winning the game
of Darts, but still the best of players have their off-day ; it is perhaps
tactful not to mention any names in particular.

The most interesting game of the evening was, without doubt,
the Billiard match between Garrison Sergeant Major E. W. Cook
and Mr. A. W. C. Bowyer, the latter winning by the narrow margin
of eight points in one hundred up.

Our sincere thanks are due to the Garrison Sergeant Major
Cook, Sergeant Harris and all other members for the very
happy entertainment.

On November 28th, the 2nd Loyal Regiment left Gravesend
for Aldershot ; they were given a very rousing send-off by the
inhabitants of Gravesend. We trust that by the time these lines
are in print they will have settled down in their new station. We
have certainly missed them very much although they only lefl
recently.
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The Barracks at Gravesend are now occupied by the Details
of the 2nd Bn. The Gloucestershire Regiment, the main body
being due on December 26th from Jhansi. The Firm have been
given the trade of the Details Sergeants’ Mess, and we hope that
we shall obtain the permanent Mess trade on the Regiment’s
arrival ; we think this would suit us admirably for a Christmas
present. Let us hope our wishes are fulfilled.

We have had the nomination in our favour for the Canteen
trade for some time now, so we are sure of at least keeping the
I'irm’s name in the Barracks.

A very interesting ceremony took place on Sunday, 18th
November, 1928, when Field Marshal Sir George F. Milne, G.C.B.,
EGM G DS 0 DICI., LD, ‘Colonel Commandant, Royal
Artillery, Chief of the Imperial General Staff, unveiled the memorial
in the Garrison Church, Woolwich, to the glory of the Old Con-
temptibles (Woolwich and District Branch), the Dedication being
carried out by The Rev. F. F. S. Smithwick, B.A., Assistant Chaplain
General, Eastern Command.

The Royal Artillery Band conducted by Captain E. C. Stretton,
M.V.O., was in attendance, the music being admirably selected for
the occasion. »

LAWYER : “ Then you say this man was drunk ? ”’

WirNEss : “ I do not. I simply said that he sat in his car for
three hours in front of an excavation waiting for the light to turn
green.

‘.l.lu: si;,’n' on the outside of a Western Church: “ Revival
N]vvthg to-night. Subject:  Hell.” James Wilson, tenor, will
sing * Tell Mother I'll be there |’
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HYTHE.

A Happy and Prosperous New Year to all readers of THE Hop
LEAF GAZETTE, is the wish of everyone at Hythe.

As we write, the old year is now nearly done for, and hope
springs afresh in all of our minds that the new one will be better
in every way. Considering all things, the year just drawing to a
close has not been such-a bad one ; it has given us one of the best
summers as regards weather within living memory and this must
have helped trade in the holiday resorts considerably.

Reviewing the past year as it affects the Brewery, nothing
sensational has happened ; we have just jogged along in our old
serene way. The only important change in the staff has been the
passing of Mr. Chapman to other spheres of activity, and his
replacement by Mr. Pike from Reading. In sport, our Cricket
and Football teams have done very well considering the small
number of players we have to draw upon, and the Minstrel Troupe
has gone from triumph to triumph.

As regards the social side, everything is set fair for the year
ahead, but trade, what of that ? Shall we be up or down at this

time next year, is the more important point. Considering the
serious state of the country, it behoves everyone of us to do our
best so that we shall continue to hold our place as one of the most
important Breweries in Kent.

During the coming year we are to have an election and we hear
already talk of prohibition being one of the issues. Think what
that will mean for us all should a party with that a prominent item
of their programme be returned to power. What it would mean
to a small town like Hythe with the Brewery closed can be easily
imagined.

For all engaged in the Brewing world and subsidiary trades,
politics must be a secondary consideration in the coming fight ; we
must go for that party that promises us reasonable treatment.
Charity begins at home.

Bravo Chapman,
Bravo Reading.
Bravo Hythe Brewery.
Milk Stout and “ S.B.” Ale have had something to do with

the development and improvement of all of them and like those
two most popular brands they are going strong.
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We must congratulate A.P.F. for the continued success of his
small party down under. It is a team that will be remembered
and compared when most of us living now are forgotten.

Reading, too, how they have come on! It is confidently
predicted here by those who study ““ Form " that they are going a
long way in the Cup this season. We have some very staunch
supporters of Reading on the staff at Hythe.

The Brewery team continues to do well. On Saturday, the
15th December, we played Lympne in the second round of the
Ashford Charity Cup and won by 4 goals to 2. This is very gratifying
as we had to knuckle under to them on two occasions last season.
We are now in the semi-final and are hoping to be favoured when
the teams are being drawn out of the hat.

We lost to Ashford Manor in the League by 4 goals to 2, but
experienced the hardest of hard luck. We were leading at the
interval by 2 goals to 1, but just before half-time were unfortunate
in losing Chester, our brilliant centre half. and McCann, outside
right, through injuries. We held our own for some time in the
second half but the struggle with nine men was too much and
towards the end our opponents put on three goals in a very short
time. There is no doubt that we should have won this but for
our misfortune,

As regards tournament games, we have met the Conservative
Club twice during the past month, winning the first time by 15
games to 14, and losing on the second occasion by 17 games to 10.
A pleasing feature of the second series was that we won all three
games of billiards without calling upon one of our best and most
consistent players, Mr. Whiting. Mr. Beattie captained our side
on each occasion.

BREWERY MINSTRELS ENTERTAIN ODDFELLOWS.

On Tuesday, rrth December, the Management Committee of
the “ Fountain of Friendship ” Lodge, Manchester Unity Order
of Oddfellows, entertained, at the Hythe Oddfellows’ Hall, the
juvenile members of the Lodge. .

About one hundred juveniles were present, in addition to whom
several parents attended.

A sumptuous tea was provided, and then games followed.
But the big event of the evening was a concert arranged by the
ll;ytlw Brewery Minstrel Troupe, which consisted of Messrs.
W. H. B. Hoad, W. Wigg, Sherwood, F. Peacock, Cooper, Sanden,
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Jones and Middleton.  The efforts of this party thoroughly pleased
the young guests, who signified their appreciation in no half-hearted
manner.

The proceedings were happy and seasonable throughout, and
congratulations are due to those who were responsible for the
arrangements.

The evening following the above, we had another entertainment
and dance at the Church House, kindly lent by the Vicar of Hythe,
the Rev. Chastel de Boinville. This was in aid of the funds of the
Sports Club, and, as there were about 100 present, the Club should
benefit by a nice little sum. Mr. Whiting proved a very capable
M.C. and deserves our best thanks for so kindly undertaking this
duty. Mr. Wigg, who came into the troupe for the first time at
the Oddfellows entertainment, was unfortunately prevented from
being present on this occasion. He is an artist of no mean merit
and will prove a very useful member. At both concerts we missed
Messrs. Davison and McCann ; we trust they have not given up
as they were both really good, and cannot be replaced. At this
point we give the following two quotations taken from speeches
given last week which some of our minstrels, football and cricket
players might take to heart :

" If a man in the public eye cannot take a joke at his own
expense, the sooner he goes out of the public eye the better.”’—
Sir W. Joynson-Hicks.

“ If you are wrong, regret it. If you are wronged, forget
it."—Duchess of Northumberland.

TOLD AT THE HYTHE BOWLS CLUB DINNER.

A man met a personal friend, looking very worried, in a street
one day. “ What is the matter, John ? ” he asked. * Why are
you looking so worried ? ”  ““ Wouldn’t you look worried if you
had received a letter like this ? "’ retorted John. His friend took
the letter, and read it. ““ Well,” he said, ““ This only says: ‘If
you don'’t stop interfering with my wife I shall bash your head in.’
That is not serious. It is easy to get out of it. All you have to
do is to stop interfering with this man’s wife.” “ That is easy to
say,” said John still more lugubriously, “ but this letter happens
to be anonymous.”

Arising out of the Note from Newbury in the October number,
regarding the platinum sovereign, we have been asked by several
friends if any further particulars have been forthcoming as to how
such a coin came to be made. Was it turned out by the Mint or
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made by a private individual. If the latter, we presume he would
be liable for coining just as much as though it was made of baser
metal. We believe platinum is now about four times the value
of gold and until quite recently was worth nearly six times as
much. Can Newbury tell us more ? A

Hearty congratulations to Commander and Mrs. H. D. Simonds
on the birth of a son and heir.

PORTSMOUTH.,
ROYAL SCOTS FUSILIERS LEAVE PORTSMOUTH TFOR BORDON.

On Friday, December 7th, the 1st Battn. Royal Scots Fusiliers
entrained at the Town Station, Portsmouth, for Bordon. They
were given a very hearty send-off. Three military bands of other
local Units played them along the Terraces and Commercial Road
from the Victoria Barracks, which they have occupied for about
two and a half years. During the time the Regiment has been
stationed at Portsmouth they have been twice visited by H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, who is their Colonel-in-chief. The Roval
>cots Fusiliers are being relieved by the 2nd Battn. of the South
Wales Borderers, who will arrive from Aden in February. Details
of the Battalion have already arrived at Victoria Barracks.

The Portsmouth Evewing News under date of December 7th,
1928, publishes the following interesting account of the “ Gallant
24th,”" (The South Wales Borderers) :

“ It was during the troubles attending the abdication of the
British Throne by James II. and the accession of the Prince of
Orange that the 24th Regiment ot Foot had its origin. The
Regiment was one of several raised in Ireland and its origin dates
from March 18th, 1680, its first Commander being Colonel Dering,
Little is known of the carly history of the Regiment, except that
it served in the Irish Wars under King William III. and his
campaigns in the Low Countries, which included the famous siege
of Namur. The Fortress was held by a French Garrison under
Marshal Bouffiers and although the place was captured, except
the Castle, he refused to capitulate without an assault. This was
undertaken at a cost of 2,000 men hors de combat and was the
first instance of a great fortress surrendered by a French Marshal
to a British General.
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“In 1702 the great Duke of Marlborough was appointed to
the Coloneley of the 24th Foot, which he held until transferred to
the Guards. The Regiment had been sent to Holland in 1701, and
with the Allied Forces of English and Dutch Troops, under
Marlborough, and an Austrian Force commanded by Prince Eugene,
it helped to curb the ambitious designs of the Irench King, Louis
XIV. The Regiment played a prominent part in succeeding
campaigns and its services are denoted by the Battle Honours of
‘ Blenheim,” ‘ Ramillies,” ‘ Oudenarde ’ and ‘ Malplaquet,” borne
upon its Regimental Colours. It also took part in the sieges of
Menin and Lille and in the storming of Douai, names strangely
familiar to us during the World War of 1914-18.

“Upon the conclusion of peace the Regiment returned to
Ireland. It was employed in the Vigo Expedition of 1719 and in
1740 it proceeded to South America. It formed part of the Force
before Cathagena in 1741 and was afterwards in Cuba the same
year by which time only 219 men were serving out of the 1,000
who had embarked from England. It was transferred to Jamaica
and returned home. Truly the mortality in the West Indies was
great in those days.

“The 24th Regiment was in England during the troubles of

1745 but was afterwards employed for some years in the Highlands
of Scotland road making.

“In 1751 the Regiment formed a part of the garrison of the
island of Minorca, and when the seven years war broke out the
efforts of the French were directed to its capture. The little
garrison of British troops, consisting of only four Regiments (about
3,000 in all) made a gallant defence under General Blakeney and
Admiral Byng's failure to relieve the garrison led to its surrender.
The gallantry of the troops against an army of 20,000 French
created such an impression that they were allowed to march out
with all the honours of war, and were conveyed to Gibraltar and
thence home, being sent to recruit at Derby and Nottingham, A
second Battalion to the 24th Foot was raised at that time, which
soon after was formed into a separate Regiment, the 6gth Foot,
now the znd Bn. Welch Regiment. The 24th Foot took part in
the Expedition to St. Malo and Cherbourg in 1758 in an attempt
to harass the French upon their own ground and two years later
it made campaigns in Germany under the Marquess of Granby,
where it fought at Corbach and Warburg and in other actions,

“ On renewal of hostilities with the French after the Peace of
Amiens the 24th Foot raised a second Battalion which represented
the Regiment in the Peninsular War. The senior Battalion formed
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a part of the force sent to recapture the Cape of Good Hope in
1806, which was effected without much opposition. The Regiment
remained there until 1810 when it embarked in three East India
ships for India. These fell in with a French Squadron with thlv
result that two of the ships were captured and the crews and troo S
taken to the Island of Mauritius. The remaining ship escaped Lllll(.l
reached the river Hooghley safely. When Mauritius fell into our
hands shortly afterwards, the troops were sent to join the remainder
of the Regiment at Bengal. The Battalion saw much hard service
on the Nepaul frontier in 1814-15, .

o [n 1881 the territorial scheme came into existence and under
this the gallant old 24th became known as the South Wales
Jorderers, under which title they still maintain the old esprit de
corps of the Regiment,

“In October, 1893, the znd Battalion were brought home from
Aden and while still wearing their foreign service uniforms were
allocated quarters in the forts on Portsdown Hill. On October
18th a severe blizzard burst over Portsmouth and in returning to
the Forts in the evening several men lost their way and were
overcome by the severe weather. Two of them were found on the
slopes of the Hill frozen to death. The 2nd Battalion were sent out
to the South African War with the Army of England, lx-ingiullnttud
to the 7th Infantry Division, 15th Brigade, commanded by General
Wavell. The Battalion accompanied the force which m('vupi(-d
Ii‘l()('lxwf<‘)}1tl«'|11 under Lord Roberts and took part in the action of
Karee Siding, the advance on Pretoria, and the arduous operations
which finally led to the surrender of the Boer forces and the annexa-
tion of the Transvaal., 7 -

. When the great War broke out the rst Battn, South Wales
:u_l(l(-rm's was at Aldershot, forming a unit of the 3rd Infantry
lﬂ'lgu(lv‘ commanded by General Landon. It crossed to France
with the remainder of the 1st Division and was engaged in mt-vtilig
the huge German Armies that swarmed through ‘H(‘lginm, and as
was to be expected, the Regiment worthily upheld its I'(‘])ll(iltri()ll.
as indeed the whole of the 18 Battalions raised for service (lnriné
l‘Iu- war did not fail to do. The Battle Honours borne on the
Colours are a record of their prowess : Mons, 1914 ; Marne, 1914 ;
(\v[’lj(‘s, 1914, 1917 and 1018 ; Gheluvelt, Somme, 1916, 1918 ;
)A.ml)r;u, 1917, 1918 ; Doiran, 1917, 1918 ; Landing at Helles,
Baghdad and Tsingtao.” \
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SARISBURY AND DISTRICT WORKING MEN'S CLUB.

ANNUAL DINNER.

On November 8th last the members of the above Club held
their annual dinner. About 120 sat down to an excellent meal,
the Chair being occupied by Mr, G. E. Parker, J.P., C.C. (President).
who was supported by Colonel Byrne, Major Henderson, Mr. V. 1
Keen, J.P., C.C., the Rev. J. S. Danbury, Capt. Long (Hon.
Treasurer), Mr. Buckland, Mr. Letheren, Mr, A. Toulson (Chairman
of Committee) and others. Apologies for inability to attend wer
read from Sir John Davidson, K.C.M.G., D.S.0., M.P., Dr. Kingdon
Dr. A. Wilson, Mr. Oliver, J.P., Capt. C. Moore, Mr. L. Robinson
and Mr. Ship.

After the loyal toasts Mr. Palmer in a very fine speech proposed
“The Imperial Forces,” to which Colonel Byrne and Major
Henderson replied.

Capt. Long then read a statement shewing the Club’s financial
position, with a credit balance at the Bank.

The Rev. J. S. Danbury proposed success to the Club and Mr.
A. Toulson responded. In his response, Mr. Toulson said the
Club owed its position to the excellent feeling existing among the
members, a good committee and the fact that in Mr. I*. J. Gingell
their Secretary, they had an official who was untiring in his work
for the Club.

Mr. Letheren, in proposing the “ Visitors,” said how pleased
all were to see so many present, and hoped they would leave with
a good impression.

Mr. Keen, in reply, said he was new to club life but such an

institution, properly conducted, was undoubtedly a great asset to
village life and he wished the Club every success.

Mr. Blake also replied.

The Chairman then proposed ““ The Committee and Steward.”
He said all appreciated the work done by the Committee, and in
Mr. Jack Goulter they had a steward second to none.

Mr. Goulter suitably replied.

Mr. Braddon in a very eulogistic speech proposed ‘The

President.” This was received with musical honours and Mr.
Yarker in thanking all said the Club would always have his interest.
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l)nring the 1-\'1"|1in;\" songs were sung by Messrs. Matthews.
Burgess, Hudson, Swatton, B, Powell, A, West and Capt. Pike
Mr. West recited “ The Execution (Ingoldsby Legends)

)

The Committee consisting of Messrs, H. Epps, B. Braddon
[0. Hayes, W. Pitt, R. Smith, W, Dollery, N. Bevis St. C. l’,l(lrnl-wY
I'. Loader, C. King, A. Toulson ((.ll.’l‘il'lllil,ll)‘ Capt. Long (Il:nl
I'reasurer) and the indefatigable Hon. Sec.. Mr. I7 I h(‘.nn;(-ll
deserve congratulations for the excellent arrangements ‘made,

NOVEL CRICKET MATCH TO BE PLAYED ON NEW YEAR'S DAY A1
HAMBLEDON

.\'(‘l'lt‘kt'l match of quite a novel character is to be played on
New Year's Day on the historic pitch at Broad Halfpenny Down
Hambledon, by permission of the Wardens and Fellows of
\\1||_(‘l|v\'tvr College. Whatever the weather the match will be
carried out between teams raised by Mr. J. C Squire (Editor of
the London Mercury) and named the “ Invalids " and an eleven
raised by Mr. G. H. Blunt of Beauworth, Alresford. The * In
valids " are a touring team of repute, and their opponents are to
be known as the Hampshire Eskimos. A matting wicket will
be used, also a red ball. A collection is to be made on the ground
in aid of the Royal County Hospital and the Hampshire County
C.C. The Hambledon Brass Band will be in attendance. and the
spacious Club Room at the ' George Hotel  has been engaged
for an informal concert after the match, which is to start at 10 a.m

FARNBOROUGH (MILITARY DEPT.).
THE LATE MR. GEORGE BENJAMIN POULTER.

~ We regret to record the death of Mr. George Benjamin Poulter,
which occurred at his residence, Frimley Green, on Saturday,
December 15th. He had not been ailing, and was at work as
usual on the Friday morning, 14th December. During the day he
had a seizure, was taken home, and never rallied. Mr. Poulter
l;.nl.unn|>|<'l<‘<l 32 years' loyal service with the Firm, having joined
at Hlll!l]l Farnborough (the old Military Branch) in 1896, under the
late Capt. W. Batchelor, He had always been a conscientious
worker and during the war period was foreman at North Camp.
He joined us as a horse driver, and in the pre-war pair-horse trans
port days, when camps were moved from day to day, Poulter
Mw;nyx‘ took his part. Our pair-horse vans were then used as
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canteen carts, and our waggon tilts were always cagerly looke(
forward to by troops at the end of a day’s operations. The canteen
vans travelled by night, and many discomforts had to be faced
“ Georgile "'—as he was known to troops—never failed and always
‘rolled ™ up to time. He was popular and highly respected by
all who knew him. A quiet, inoffensive man, he was never known
to make a complaint. He was one of the earliest members of the
South Farnborough Working Men’s Club, and a regular membe:
to the day of his death. He had often expressed a wish to die in
harness, and which he truly did. On the recent Army Trainings
in Sussex, Poulter was responsible for the erection of canvas and
equipment in the Petworth Area. He was a past master in canvas
work and the last marquees he was responsible for were the recent
14/20th Hussars “° Ramnuggar Ball.” He then erected three
marquees, which he kept on their legs during storm and stress for
a whole week. Canvas Department, Reading, were surprised it
was possible to do so. He was unmarried, and his dear sister,
Mrs. E. Jenner, who ‘“ mothered "’ him, is left to mourn her loss.
Poulter was of a type now unfortunately passing out.

W.H.W.
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

The Christmas rush, Mr. Editor, has not allowed our thoughts
to converge into that smooth, literary channel which is best for
you and our publication. The hours fly and are not long enough
by half. We find ourselves overdue for once with the quota which
we know you like to receive from your correspondents both at
home and abroad.

So here goes.
““A HARDY ANNUAL.”

From a customer in the vicinity of Land’s End comes the
following repeat order :

“ Please forward me again my annual allowance. That’s a
nine-gallon of your strong ale, Keep to your good name and
see the barrel is full and good.

“ Yours with a good thirst,
i , Hayle, Cornwall.”

We, talking “ horticulturally,” would prefer to call this
customer our * hardy perennial” and take this opportunity of
complimenting him on his discrimination in the selection of his
“annual gargle.”

* * * *

With the conveyor at work we find loading and unloading our
transport a much simpler matter to deal with.

By the way, who ““ launched ** at the official opening ceremony ?
And what sparkling wine was it that trickled across its bow as it
slowly commenced to move forward on its endless flight. Perhaps
in our next number we may be privileged to show you a picture

of the whole scene, if the photographer will allow us to reproduce
It in these pages. Its subject earmarked a definite page in Tamar
Srewery history, and one which we hope to fill up as time passes.

* * * *

OUR SOCIAL CLUB.

We are now able to report satisfactorily on the year which
ended on September 30th last.

The balance sheet clearly emphasises that distinct progress
has been made financially at least. Quite a healthy balance in
hand appears thereon. The help which the Firm and many of the
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Heads of Departments at Reading and Devonport gave us when
it was most needed is mainly responsible for such a happy state of
affairs.

To get more members to join must be our effort, and to make th
Club a cosy meeting place for all its members must be our aim
With such a keen committee and with such officers as at present
we feel the roll of members will soon be a much longer one, and
the Club spirit more apparent.

The Annual General Meeting takes place in January and much
progress will be reported during the year now ended.

Unfortunately, our billiards ** athletes " have, so far, no like
progress to record, being still without a win in the First Division
of the Plymouth and District League. They are all triers, however,
and despite defeats are not abashed.

“When are you going to win one ? " is loudly heard on all
sides. Goodness knows what “ bouquets " will be handed round
when the ice is broken 3y James " and by * George " wait
and see |

The final of a 150-up knock-out tournament (handicap) is

also due to be decided early in the Near Year. The contestants
are J. H. Law (scratch) and the winner of A. E. Ellis (rec. 20) and
L. Loynes (rec. 60).

Furthermore, we are now in the early throes of a 200-up
handicap, for which prizes including a cue and case, bottle of
whisky and boxes of cigarettes have been presented, as well as
prizes furnished by the entrance fees.

Perhaps regarding the second prize, it would be better for
all of us should the donor win it himself. We should then all
stand a good chance of sampling it.

Joking apart, it nevertheless shows that we are far from dull
in our spare moments, and that sufficient backing of “ the right
spirit ' 1s amongst us to make the Club the success it should be.
We ask all ** Tamarites "' to do their share in a like manner and
join up. We then have no fear as to its future progression.

¢ # * *

THE GLORIOUS TWELEFTH.

Here's the best to all our football ““ fans ’" who, in their spare

moments, help to brew, bill or bottle “ Hop Leaf’" products.
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. \.’Vi'll‘tl'u: " Hotspurs " leave Reading without * taking all the
biscuit " 7 We expect the wild enthusiasm of Elm Park-ites to
fluster those pure-bred, one-time First Leaguers a little, as it did
when Reading F.C. became a power in the Cup. ' :

Our dictionary informs us that a “ Hotspur  is a ““ violent
rash man.” Forewarned is forearmed! We lift our glzlsm'sr in
company with all friends at Headquarters, in anticipation of him
finding a peaceful rest in Elm Park.

We look to “ Pompey " also to keep the flag flying. By their
own efforts they have climbed to the top class in their branch of
sport, and many admirers outside Hampshire would be sorry to
sce them decline. We had Charlton at Plymouth a week or two
ago. They are a typical Cup eleven, a real ninety-minutes’ side
Still, the * Pompey " chimes should ring out gaily when the final
whistle blows. il .

What a pity we have to number our Brighton “ fans amongst
the slain.  Still, as the “ Argyle "' put paid to the account of their
conquerors—Brentford—it undoubtedly amounted to the same
thing in the end. ‘ ’

l,m!(l cheers in the West | Better luck next time, “ London-
by-the-Sea.”

Talking about ourselves, the posters tell us how much energising
matter the Blackpool breezes are reputed to average to a cubiz
lnf)t‘ Only Plymouth folk, however, know how niucll Lfllk.‘l';,’(‘tit"
mind can be packed into two football feet. We have no doubt
I)]ll that many Lancashire lads will be sadder and wiser at four
o'clock on the above day in January, and that the undoubted
superiority of mind over matter by that time will have been fully

demonstrated. At least, we hope so.

In conclusion, a Happy Year to you, Mr. Editor, and to all
readers.
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|

A Happy and

Prosperous New Year

to vall.
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Bradley & Son, Ltd., " The Crown Press,”” Caxton Street, Reading.




READING FOOTBALL CLUB CUP TEAM
SEASON 1928 1929.

2 “‘*J \1?-[ s@

gm& G_@




	January-1929_01
	January-1929_02
	January-1929_03
	January-1929_04
	January-1929_05
	January-1929_06
	January-1929_07
	January-1929_08
	January-1929_09
	January-1929_10
	January-1929_11
	January-1929_12
	January-1929_13
	January-1929_14
	January-1929_15
	January-1929_16
	January-1929_17
	January-1929_18
	January-1929_19
	January-1929_20
	January-1929_21
	January-1929_22
	January-1929_23
	January-1929_24

