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company, The South Berks Brewery Co., Ltd., on whose properties
there has been much money spent during the last ten years since
we assumed control. Our allied company in Malta, Messrs,
Simonds-Farsons, Ltd., has again made marked progress, despite
much obstruction from local authorities and futile competition,
There are indications that we shall, ere long, be able to draw
profits from this source consistent with our outlay.

FORTY-SIX MILLION BOTTLES,

“ The quality of our beers during the past year has continued
to give the utmost satisfaction, and the trade in bottled beer in
particular has shown a marked increase, and the output of this
company and its subsidiaries, etc., amounted to the colossal figure
of 46 million bottles. I like to give this figure year by year as on
previous occasions many readers of our report have expressed thei
amazement,

" We have continued our policy of altering our licensed houses
to meet modern conditions, and we have, in the year under review,
expended on the improvement of properties the sum of
£26,072 13s. 11d., apart from a very large sum expended in current
repairs and redecorations, It is proposed to augment the Pensions
Reserve by allocating from the profits of the year £15,100, bringing
that reserve to the substantial round figure of £65,000. Reserve for
taxation is now shown separately at £46,746, instead of being
aggregated as heretofore with the item of sundry creditors, and it
includes a special reserve of £18,246, which is available for future
liability. We have extracted from the item shown as
Creditors and Credit Balances ’
have now merged under the title of * Contingencies Reserve Account,’
This item now stands at the considerable figure of £100,000 which,
as the name implies, will be available to be drawn upon in the
future if and when the appropriate occasion arises. The Debenture
Redemption Reserve is £5,613, greater by reason of the yearly
allocation to the Sinking Fund, which is now increased to £6,000
Per annum, consequent upon the issue of the balance of the 6 per
cent. Redeemable Debenture Stock.

* Sundry
several special reserves, which we

SERIOUS EFFECT OF TAXATION.

“You will not have lost sight of the fact that this
carries us only as far as the end of September,
our position has been one of continual
monstrous taxation imposed upon the
emergency budget of last September,
very seriously diminished in
is only similar to that of m

report
Since that date
anxiety owing to the
beer producers under the
and our turnover has been
consequence thereof. Our position
any other companies. Lord Snowden's

savours o
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ot at an industry which |I(lt has always “.Iwnljy.(IISII]]\'T,‘(:{
f fanaticism rather than of Im;m(‘;('. (Hear, l|1>j'|11|,) . ([4][ :
. express the fervent hope that the Government will se 1(‘
e (M)II(:: tax before irremediable harm has been done. In the
ol \‘]lsllli';r' are ‘breaking up ' for their holidays, callously
“M'm“?m , to the loss to the revenue created by this t:l._w owing to loss
”“Ilm\]fm-tt(: the ‘).ru(lllcvrs and retailers, and the |n<l‘|rw'l l().\‘:\‘(‘,\‘
e 'I)m“'tTI ( )OI l}n' shoulders of the vast interests of tlwlnllwl
Wlm‘hwl‘l- l;] as ("l\'(‘yilll(l bottle makers, cask makers, engineers,
Il‘”'(Il(l.’-s”' htlll:-v:n":lvlur‘s., and last but not least, the as uvvr_uni(rrlunzllv
:j::‘ln(u(-;:,llmp growers and distributors, to say I}(‘lllllPI]{i {;1, :]h((lll(];(“ltl(\:l
i smployment., Never was there a tax which so ”() (1U Y. at
i ”“(,” Inl);(-(‘t or proved that you can reach the .\.ll,ul.ltlun_]mmt
::: (.::\1(]‘111 inleusitimm [ do trust tl)mt ‘our Sh:n'('ll_ulq(f:‘s“w):lnll n:l(l
their influence with M(‘Ilﬂ)(‘l‘,\‘ of I:trlmmcnl' l(]) l’Il.\'lh't [,-](,m an
immediate modification of the pr(’svnt. tax, vsln‘(y } .(\.!:"n““” T
loss to the revenue and others, 1s causing intense irrita ¢

parting sl

the working classes of the country. 5 ' :

“In conclusion, may I once again, on behallf ”|Al|]“,., ll):“-‘(.‘\l\::.l,:\
and all of you, express our thanks to 1\:11'. 'hl_m‘kc.l I|”\l}I~ 1(“11(1(l )'I[(]I |,i;
for successfully maintaining _tln‘ quality of our . )(lus ‘-li(,”\‘lw-“];
staff for their 1({\':1| (‘()«()])L.‘I‘Illll)l?,. and :1!.\'4{ llmt' of ]lll(‘ \‘;:‘l(‘“ ;l m.(M
of departments and their staffs, (lurmg .Will(lll lu}s L ~1-li]l(-,\«(,l'”-
difficult year. And may I extend to our \".151‘.)0( 0 ‘( L‘h(-\» e o
sympathy with them in the difficult and ;ml,\mu? -t”,?:. Hey l(].m
experienced since the emergency budget and to (ll.\‘.l P
we are, naturally, anxious to (‘H-»()])(‘l':llf‘. with ll(l]‘l‘l agite {
for an alleviation of our mutual troubles.” (Applause.)

Si » res i vhich was carried.
Mr. J. H. Simonds seconded the resolution, which was c

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

The Chairman moved a resolution, having the (-I.((-('l‘ nII :.11112'1'11:;;{
the Articles of Association of the Company, to |wrmlt'nl 11.“ If»;;ll
of Directors consisting of not less than four nor more than eight.

Mr. J. H. Simonds, in seconding, .\‘(li(l' tlw-( n_nuj;np' l?il()l\':\lll.)\L\‘
become a very large holding company, with mmlfu.lt_u‘n'].\((l mm;‘
large area, and the business had, of mnr.\'v,.Im:nmv '”A““‘ .lrl(I‘“ oa
complex. The Board had for some (g().llh'l(‘l‘lil.l)l(‘ tlnTu..l il ([1(-
they would like to have the power of increasing the 71_/,( s
Board if the occasion ever arose. 'l‘llf-rv was no su‘q;_:v.\'tllnnl_ (ln"”.v
at present that the Board should l)(‘.lll(‘l‘t‘il.\'(‘(l. to a l«‘wld1 ‘“1;:,-1”1
than six, but it was very desirable, in the opinion of t'l(l mi(‘,m]'
that they should have a little latitude in order to co-opt acl ‘
members if and when the need arose.

The resolution was carried.
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Mr. F. A. Simonds, in moving that Major G. S. M. Ashby be

Tue Hor

CROSS

LEAF GAZETTE.

WORD

PUZZLE,

elected to the Board in place of Mr. Fred Simonds, said Major
Ashby had won his spurs on one of the subsidiary companies, an
had shown great ability. He was born in a brewing family, and was
allied by marriage to the great brewing family of Simonds. Hig
election to the Board would re-establish a link with that branch
of the Henry Simonds’ family which did so much to establish and
continue the fortunes of that great company. The present Directors

N

&

6 7

would welcome the alliance.

Commander Simonds seconded, and the resolution was carried

Major Ashby, in responding, said he would do his best to assist
the Company by all the means in his power,

On the proposition of Mr. F. A. Simonds, seconded by Mr,
G. W. Smith, Messrs. Collins, Tootell and Co. were re-appointed
Auditors.  Mr. W. W. Collins responded. .

I'WO ABLE LEADERS.

Mrs. C. M. Simonds proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman
of the Company and the Managing Director, two people whom she
said could not be dissociated from the firm of H. & G. Simonds,

Mr. C. Bennett, in seconding, said the staff very much
appreciated the kindness of the Directors, whom they held in the

warmest regard. He could assure them on behalf of the staff of
the largest measure of loyalty and support during the coming yea

The resolution was carried with applause.

The Chairman, in reply, said he did not suppose any firm
had got a more loyal staff than their Company. He expressed on
his own behalf and that of the Board their very high appreciation
of their loyalty. Their Managing Director carried the lion’s share
of responsibility of the business on his shoulders,

Mr. F. A. Simonds also replied.

This concluded the meeting.

i
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ACROSS.

\rrested.
Attention
Anaconda
Spoil
Beake
Stake
Belonging to
Rigid
IXlse
Porch
Indian Princess
Unlaw/ul

Flealthy
Withered

I,(Dll(l()]l
Spigot
One.

" Bolshie,"”

Freeze,

Liable,
Convenience,
Stray,

Postal |

Tending towards the centre

nstrict

DOWN

Of the amn
Through
Sun-God

Bird

Recedes
Refusal

I4ish.,
Injurious
Astern.,
['ropical Fever
[Sternity
Stories,
Rub out
l.ubricate
Beverage
\irman
IKnock
Jetty
Part ol a
Colour,
Skill.
Saint
\nent

Castle

(abb.)
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.

(BY W. D. DUNSTER.)

A Happy and Prosperous New Year to all our readers.

& G. SIMONDS LTD. SAVINGS ASSOCIATION,

of the above Association ended on Decenibe
18th. Just over
Weekly contributions for

The last* cycle ™
rith and another one was started on December
300 certificates were subscribed for.
about the same number
be anyone on the Brewery who would like to
let Mr. A. H.
pleased to enrol them.
to give some details of how many certificates have been subscribed
for since the Association started.

come in,”" if they

STILL THEY COME,

Congratulations to Mr. T. Poulter, bricklayer, of the Building
Department, who has recently completed 50 years of service with
the [Firm.

TWO QUERIES.

In my notes last month I wrote that the Reading Stadium
was situated at the end of Oxford Road and was promptly asked
where was the end of Oxford Road. Perhaps our Oxford Branch
friends can (-.n]ight‘('n us ?  However, I did not intend to convey
that the new Greyhound Racing Track is situate at Oxford
wherever the end of Oxford Road is, but that it is in Reading a
the Oxford Road end of the town. Hope that is quite clear.

The other query was as to how eels migrate from the ponds.
However, Mr. C. H. Perrin tells me that what he wrote is quite
correct. So that’s that.

CHRISTMAS, IQ3I.

This was a rather busy time, but the extra taxation imposed on

beer had an ill-effect on supplies. Naturally, we all hope that an
early opportunity will be taken by the Government to remove this
imposition on our trade, The extra revenue hoped for is not
being realised and unemployment is being increased by the con
tinuance of this tax.

However, the holiday was a lengthy one and the weather
really splendid, so that everyone at the Brewery seems to have had

have again been started, but slmul(l there

Hopkins (Correspondence Office) know he will be
[ hope to be in a position in our next issue

b

|
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a good time. At the moment of writing there seems an undue

amount of colds amongst the staff.

The Christmas Draw at the Social Club caused a considerable
amount of interest amongst the staff. By a coincidence (or was
it luck?) Mr. J. M. HAMmond won two HAMS. There's a lot

in a name sometimes, apparently.

FOOTBALL.

in and out ' form although
If the team could
cause a consrderable
Whether this can be

Reading are (Ii\'pl'l\'ingr somewhat “
a fairly good |)<)\|llnn is held in the League.
slnl\( a consistent patch possibly they might «
amount of trouble to the teams higher up.
done this season is a rather moot point.

The wonderful form by Plymouth Argyle this season shows
what can be done, and we all hope that this happy state of affairs
will come about at Reading in due course.

Personally I have followed the doings of the Argyle very
closely owing to the kindness of Mr. W. Giddy and Mr. J. V. Evans
supplying me with Plymouth papers weekly.

Congratulations to Mr. W. J. Venner, of our Transport
Department, who has been playing for Reading Reserves, on being
chosen for the Berks and Bucks team against Middlesex. May this
be the forerunner of many more honours.

A SAD MONTH.

December has been an unfortunate month as regards the loss
of a number of our tenants, no less than five having passed away,
Viz.

Mr. G. Surch, “ Walter Arms,” Bear Wood.

Mr. F. Wootton, *“ Shoulder of Mutton,"” Play Hatch.

Mr. G. E. Sharp, *“ Fox,” Winkfield Row.

Mr. C. Butler, ‘‘ Pheasant,” Cold Ash
Brewery Co. House).

Mr. F. W. Bargery, “ Royal Oak,"

(South Berks

Broad Street, Reading.
To all their relatives we extend our sincere sympathy in their
sad loss,

Mr. Bargery had been in indifferent health for some while ;
nevertheless his end was ver y sudden. He was often at The Brewery
and [ am informed he was in the Offices on Christmas Eve. He had
been a tenant of the Firm for very many years. R.[.P.
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SOCIAISCEUR,

FORTHCOMING ANNUAL DINNER.

The Eleventh Annual Club Dinner will be held on Monday
18th January, 1932, in the Large Town Hall. The Chair will Iy

2
ki

occupied by Mr. F. A. Simonds, supported by the Mayor, tl
Deputy Mayor, Canon Gillmor, the Chief Constable, the Directors
and Heads of Departments,

All members are requested to be at the Town Hall not late
than 7.15 p.m. ; seats are to be taken at 7.25 p.m.

There will not be separate tables for the different departments
as last year. All are at liberty to sit down where they choose
with the exception of a few reserved places. Members desirous
of sitting together must arrange accordingly by taking their secats
in good time. Tickets are 5/- each, but members of the Club can
obtain their tickets from any member of the Committee for 2
in consequence of the generosity of the Directors who are bearing
the cost of the difference.

Refreshments will be served at the tables so that the annoy
ance caused by members continually passing to and fro should be

practically eliminated. This is a point to be strictly borne in |

mind and no one should leave the table, particularly during the
toasts and songs.

SERGEANTS' MESS, IS1 \\'I'ZI,('II‘ REGIMENT,

On Saturday, January 16th, we are receiving a visit from the
Sergeants’ Mess, 1st Welch Regiment, from Salamanca Barracks
Aldershot. About thirty to forty of the Mess are expected, s
will members of the Club make a special effort to attend as many
games of all kinds will be required.

The visitors will arrive about 6.30 p.m.
MORRIS MOTORS ATHLETIC CLUB,

We are expecting home and away torunaments with the
Morris Motors Athletic Club at an early date. Arrangements ar
not quite complete, but due notice will be given,

KNOCK-OUT TOURNAMENTS,

As special Knock-out Tournaments have taken place during
the fortnight immediately preceding Christmas, the l)v|);u'(|l|«-||(.’l|
Tournaments have not been played off with their usual regularity;
they will, however, re-commence with the new vear,
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The following are the results of the matches played off since
the last publication of the GAZETTE :

DEPARTMENTAL TOURNAMENTS,
FrRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH, 1931.
CELLARS, BUILDING.

Games. Name. Points. N ane Points

Billiards ... wo o Rumens I C. Chapman ... we O
[, Curtis ST J. Chard JO
¥ ) . Tugwell .. i el A. Ayling ... o o)
i 3 ' ", Wheeler ... 1 B I“,v\'lnul'w 0
Do Benford ... o W. Judd
", [, Taylor ... a0 H. Mitchell
(I'll!lt, Benford ... o A. Ayling
‘ 1. Rumens ... s A. Mills
W. Wheeler ... e N, L. Wells ...
1
J

Shove Halfpenny ... A, Tugwell ... s (o) Stacey
“ Absentee "’ sarolpiO) Hopkins
) .. Briggs C. Chapman

Darts . Rose A. Mills
. Maskell ... 3. Eymore

as . Shiers W. Sewell
Shooting ... > Briggs II_. Mitchell

h, Hamblin ... W. Sewell

. Shiers J. Chard

FRIDAY, 5TH DECEMBER, 1931.

OF1 MALTINGS.
Games N anie Points \ame

Billiards ... [l 18e Doe T S, Couzens
R. Broad seon - o) J. Everett
i 5 H. Davis s Lo} . Nunn
Dominoes ... o C. [Langton ... el 1T Day
G, Weait . Bowvyer
J. Hillier A, Everett
[. Clay [overett
R. Paice /. Gilkerson
LY .. W. Bradford ». Nunn
shove Halfpenny ... W. H. Wild ... R. Heath
s LGB rCox B, Streams
" H. Shepherd... 1. Hodder
Darts ... V. Saunders ... H. Gibson
R. Broacd (. Boyles
" w1 IKent J. Streams
shooting .. e R, Paice G. Lailey
S. Moore G. Bovles
H. Shepherd, .. S. Couzens

Crib.,.
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A NATURE NOTE.

(BY C.H.P.).

THE STORY OF THE STICKLEBACK,

Fancy, spring will soon be here! Of all the seasons I think
spring is the one that [fascinates me most and I am looking
forward to finding that first bottle-tit's nest. to seeing the first

swallow or to hearing the cheery little chiff-chaff once again,

Though you may not see the little stickleback in the Thames
you will have no difficulty in finding him in the smaller streams
such as the Pang. And a charming little fellow he is to watch,
What the kingfisher is among birds, the stickleback is among
fishes, with his gorgeous colouring of green and scarlet and silver,
He will soon be preparing his home and once he has chosen the
site, woe betide any intruder | Many terrible battles have taken
place among rival sticklebacks and it is no unusual thing for the
weaker to be ““ speared ” to death with those formidable curved
spines. No quarter is asked, and none is given. The victor sets
to work building a nest of water-weeds, rootlets, etc. The nest
is roofed in and the front ““ door " is left open. His gay colours
become still gayer, and thus smartly dressed he goes in search of a
bride. When he has found the lady of his choice he escorts her
to his home in which she lays a few yellow eggs and then works
her way out at the other end of the nest. Mr. Stickleback then
enters and pays the necessary attention to what is left behind
A similar performance is repeated the next day, but I have very
grave doubts as to whether it is always the same lady that Mr.
Stickleback escorts to the premises. Once the full clutch of
eggs—sixty to eighty—are laid, the master of the house dismisses
his harem and closes both the front and back doors of the house
He then keeps guard outside and allows no one on the premises,
not even his wives. Now and again he enters the house himsell
just to see that all is in order, When the baby sticklebacks are
hatched, father takes sole charge of them, finding their food which
he masticates before feeding them with it,

When about a fortnight old the little sticklebacks develop
spines and fins and shortly afterwards may be seen setting forth
to take their part in the great battle of life.
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A GREAT THOUGHT.

Blest Statesman He, whose Mind's unselfish will

Leaves him at ease amonyg grullu/ vl/muy//{.\' i whose eye

Sees that, apart from magnanvmty,

Wisdom exists not ; noy 4//14' humbler .s'(c///

Of prudence, dz'xmluu‘glmg gm’u/ and. 1l o

With patient care. What tho uslxuu[(x run high,

They daunt not him who /m/dx”/u.\' manistry,

Resolute, at all hazards, to fulfil _

[ts duties ;—prompt to move, but frrm to zulm/

Knowing, things vashly sought are rumv'/y Sfound ;

That, for the functions of an ancient State-

Strong by her charters, free because mbound,

Servant of Providence, not slave of Fate-

Perilous s sweeping change, all chance unsound.
William Wordsworth.

DEATH OF MR. E. W. BARGERY.
THIRTY-NINE YEARS IN THE LICENSED VICTUALLERS' TRADE,

The death occurred suddenly at the * Royal Oak,"” on Monday,
December 28th, of Mr. Frank William Bargery, at the age of
58 years. Mr. Bargery, who took over the licence of the * Royal
Oak " in 1920, had been in the trade for 30 years, h;wm;,"' .\'ta.rtc'd
in Maidenhead and then moved to the “ Wynford Arms, ng S
Road, Reading. He was connected with the Reading and District
Licensed Trades Protection and Benevolent Association and also
with Messrs, H. & G. Simonds’ Retailers’ ;\ssociulin'n. He was a
member of the Philanthropic Institution, the Ancient ()1"(1(}1‘ of
Druids, the Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, and the ()(l(l‘ Fellows,
and took a keen interest in their activities. His wife died three
vears ago and he leaves no family.
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THE LIGHTER SIDE.

One of the crew of a big liner chanced to pick up a menu car(
and seeing at the top, “ Table d’hote,” turned to his pal and
inquired : *“ What does this 'ere mean, Joe?

“ Well,"” said Joe, " It's like this. Them swells in the s'loon
have some soup, a bit of fish, a bit of this, a bit of that, and a bit of
summat else, and calls it  table dottie.” We have ¢ table dottie’
only we mixes it all together and calls it Irish stew.”

* # sk sk

FrIEND : *“ Is the water here good for fish ?

WOEFUL ANGLER : “ It must be., None of them wants to
leave it,”’

WRITER : “ Do you think [ should put more fire into my
poetry ? "'

Eprror @ “ No ; quite the reverse.”
* * *

Auctioneers are always of a more-bid disposition,
* s * *

WirE : “ I shall never forget how foolish you looked when you
proposed.”

THE OTHER HALF :
was.”’

‘It was nothing to how foolish 1 really

The young wife was heartbroken.
“ What's the matter ? "' asked a friend.

““Oh, my husband is so absent-minded, After breakfast he
left a tip on the table, and when I handed him his hat he handed
me another tip,”

“ Well, that’s nothing to worry about. It's just force of
habit.”

" That's what worries me. ' He kissed me when I gave him his
coat.”
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DINER (in restaurant, looking at the dish the waiter has just
NE S |

hrought) @ What’s that, waiter :

WaITER (thinking he refers to the music) : ““ It's a portion of

'he Merry Widow," sir.’

GENERAL ELECTION CANDIDATE @ ‘1 am now going to ask

myself a question.’
A Voick FroM THE Harr : “ And you will get a d d il

answer.’

A MISPRINT
For Sale—Ford Car. Second-Hand., No reasonable slum
refused.

ScHoor. HUMOUR :
The chief use of cowhide is to keep the cow together.
Masculine is the name of a famous conjuror.

“Who said, ‘T come to bury Caesar, not to praise him ¢
“ Please sir, the undertaker."”

Porice Court HUMOUR :

““ Shure, 'e aimed a blow at me, and il e’d ’it me, Oi'd ’ave
been dead for the rest of me loife.

“ T'm not so big a scroundel as yer washup, if I may be allowed

to say so, takes me to be.

“Say that again, and a little differently.”

“Yes he’s a distant relation of mine. He's the eldest and

['m the voungest of fifteen children.




THE Hopr LLEAF GAZETTE.

WORDS OF WISDOM.,

2001 Y 7 Tonr 1 [
Begin the New Year well, with confidence and courage

Men do not succeed by chance.
AT AL : y .
Before you invest—investigate,

I'he first point in salesmanship is—be keen and courteous

Every customer hopes for keen, courteous, personal attention

Gentle words, quiet words, are
words. They are more
prevailing.

after all, the most powerful

convineing, more compelling, more

]l tll( ea t <
1 SelL €S ut I](l( L TOMance (0] ( l
)
15 O11 1 l‘\lll\]\\ll( 1edarts

et us try what esteem and kindness can effect
Monday religion is better than Sunday profession

o S .
Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body
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BRANCHES.
CRABBS PARK, PAIGNTON.

We are now at the end of the 1931 cider making, and although
we have experienced a somewhat trying season, due to the apple
crop, we have been fortunate enough to obtain a good share of
excellent fruit, and the juice is again full standard quality, ready
{or the new year’s trade from which we expect a busy time.

Five very pleasant hours were spent at The Public Hall,
Paignton, on Friday, December 1rth, by a very large gathering of
people on the occasion of a dance which was held by the Paignton
Conservative Club, in aid of the local Hospital and Nursing
Association. Every praise is due to the committee for the arrange-
ments, which must have entailed a great amount of work. The
orchestra seemed bent on obtaining a repeat order, and, while
passing, it would only be fair to congratulate them upon their very
fine performance and help towards a successful dance. The
necessary occasional licence was obtained by Mr. H. A. Carter of
The Commercial Hotel, Paignton, who kept the company well
supplied with refreshments. There was great excitement when
Commander Williams favoured us with his presence and expressed
remarks upon the success of the evening.

The annual fat stock show was held at Churston Market on
Monday, December 14th, when an unusual large gathering of local
farmers were present to witness an increased and very keen
competition in the cattle classes. There was a full company for
the dinner, catered for by Mr. and Mrs. Dodge of The Manor Inmn,
Yealmpton, and presided over by Sir Alfred Goodson, Bt.

Following the loyal toast Mr. C. Elliott proposed the success
of Churston fat stock show. Sir Alfred Goodson, Bt., made a most
interesting reply and said he was certain that in 1932 we should see
the beginning of improvement in trade and some return from money
invested in agriculture. Mr. A. Searle proposed a toast to the
judges remarking on the difficult task they had had.

A toast to the exhibitors was proposed by Mr. S. J. Fish who
said the good point about the local farmers was that they exhibited
the cattle they had bred themselves.
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H & G SIMONDS 1TD. Bre

-
The ¢ 3 . o .

i 1€ “llnlw( |)l|())l(')gm|)h 1s of the wine shop now opened in

artmouth Road, Paignton and which, we hope, will prove a help

to the sales of the ““ F afi* 51
ke fl('\l(;'f t_h( . HQ]) L(unf. brands of Simonds’ ales and stouts
emand for which is ever increasing in this district '

We exte < AT ;
\“(“l“,()(f.\lt(.l.ull(n Mr. A. E. Harris our heartiest wishes for the
‘l“”i;)i\t‘ 3 1Il.\ department, and have every confidence that Miss
) will be of valuable assistance to him. .

We were sorry the recent match at Elm Park between Reading
and Torquay United was s 51 i 1t, but
pllal Oy as so one-sided, according to the result, but
((', A ,]1)1( rom an eye witness that luck was not at all favourable

e S ¥4 s / » ar 1 ‘ :
e Devon team. W are endeavouring to console ourselves

1 this information, and await the next meeting .

BRIGHTON.,
FOOTBALL.

5 i . ;
B {l/rl,;.]‘l,l"lm )L\l Hn\"v :'\llmm are now (l.l'&lWH to play at home to
m””(l\.. f.g,':]inl-:( [l‘wl‘\]t ltl)llll(| of Itlw English cup. In the first two
ounds, agamst . Folkestone anc Doncaster, they have he .l a8
victories. Considering Doncaster were called ur e
Tactorless - Conplier . alle pon to play three
;lg;]ﬁnil[( “:::nli)l(n(”\ tnj one /v'v(*vk, they put up a g’znll]nnl fight
Ao al team. \‘\.Illi regard to divisional football, we
)l righton & Hove Albion will climb the table as the se:
Progresses. T

saee g b

mdmmndach

B
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By the time this appears in print we shall be in 1932. We
therefore send greetings to all readers and best wishes for a Bright

and Prosperous New Year.

“ CUPID'S MESSENGER."

« Gav it with flowers " is an apt slogan. I once fell into the
job of a florist’s assistant through the kind offices of a girl who was
leaving the work for the glare of the film camera. As a mere
assistant, I did not receive a princely salary. It takes four to five
years to become a fully-fledged florist, and five to ten to become a
floral artist, always providing you have the flair for the job.
Besides being expected to be a genius in floral colour schemes,

L your work takes you to all sorts of big social functions, even to the

homes of Royalty. I was once taken on for the busy season only,
which is autumn and winter, since there are no flowers growing in
private gardens at that season, and consequently more are l)()ll;.:l'll.
sehind the counter, where most beginners start, learning to wire
and helping with the regular orders, I came into touch with some
anusual characters among the customers. There was the young
business man with the Royalty complex, who came in four or five
times a week for a Prince of Wales buttonhole. One old lady
bought flowers every day for her pet Pekinese. A walk into the
“ Floral Hall,” seemed to be part of her daily routine, and if her
dog hadn’t an eye for colour, he certainly liked the perfume. After
a few weeks I was sent out with an experienced florist to assist
with decorations. We went into some of the best houses in London,
and saw some of the most beautiful interiors and furnishings, as
well as several of the famous West End clubs. But the jaunt that
I shall remember the longest was to a liner in Tilbury Dock. Our
firm had received a cabled order from Boston for fifty-pounds worth
of flowers to be used in the decoration of a cabin suite. We
journeyed down to the dock in the early morning with our big
crates of freshly-cut flowers, went straight on board and got to
work. We were very conscious that it was an affair of romance,
and we put our hearts into the job, enjoying it immensely. When
we had finished, that cabin suite was a perfect picture for the gods.
In the sitting room we filled bowls with the finest roses obtainable.
The walls we festooned with clematis, asters, scented stock, and
carnations. And there were rare orchids in the table vases, with a
bowl of Duchess of Atholl roses in the centre, and a splash of vivid
orange and deep bronze foliage. Just as we completed our work,
the girl who was to spend a week at sea in this lovely bower, came
to the door of the suite. It took her breath away. She stood there
gazing at all those flowers, the flush of happiness on her face. 1
have never seen anyone look so bewilderingly happy. It was too
much for us and we disappeared as quietly as we could.
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QUAINT MESSAGES.

Tears and laughter are very near together in a flower
Flowers are such mysterious messengers at times.
packed them with quaintly worded cards. One in particular hy
always stuck in my mind. It read, ““ To laughing brown eyes wi;
will Jaugh with me no more.” I used to muse for hours on thy
queer message and build up all sorts of tragic broken romangs
round it. In a flower shop you are never far from romance, |
saw the beginning and—tragic word—the end of several. Lf T were
lucky enough to get in at the beginning of one, I could watch i
development by studying the messages.
with this couplet :

\hup

Often

One, I remember, begy

“ Every woman loves a mystery,

Pray ! Who sent you these ? ”’

A few days later
this message :

the boy tried again with another bouquet, and

“ To me you are the sweetest flower,
Be kind and spare me just one hour.”
This rhyming lover became the talk of the shop, and nearly every
girl in the place became interested in his romance. There were
enquiries as to whether he had been in that morning—what was
the message, and so on. Morning after morning he came in,
selected his flowers, and then wrote his message in what soon
became familiar handwriting. The day came when he wrote
very simple line, but it told its own tale ; it read thus :
" Dearest, wear white to-night, and these.”
Say it with flowers "

o

is an apt slogan !

ANON, BRIGHTON.

PORTSMOUTH.
PRESENTATION OF COLOURS TO THE ROYAL MARINES BY
GEORGE,

PRINCE

The disappointment felt when it was known that the Prince
of Wales, who had arranged to visit Portsmouth to
crews of two of the Atlantic Fleet ships in H.M. Dockyard and
afterwards to present new colours to the Royal Marines of the
Portsmouth Division at Eastney, was unable to carry out the
programme owing to a sudden illness, was somewhat allayed by
the fact that His Royal Highness Prince George was able to under-
take the Eastney ceremonial. The weather which at first was very
wet improved and the parade was able to be held in the open. It

inspect the

B horus ' (Faust)
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<ive ceremony commencing with the guards m;?r(,:lmrag
‘W‘\ (1‘111(1 headed by the Divisional band, at WEE@C hg(ld
1‘;}uhl(,‘ti(: drum major, to the strains of the ' lﬁ;vbll‘d{.crs)
which was the old march past of th(;"l{luy(‘l 2 ]”11_11:
The Prince was received with the R.():\’fll ‘im\ 1tm .n(l)(f e
i {f “God Save the King.” l)l'll'l’I?g 'll‘l.\ ll]hl)(,(: on o
play o8 b band played ‘* South Australia. I'he new colours ’W(,I(,
sonsecrated )I‘)v the Chaplain of the Fleet, t}l(: V;rncml)lg il}lézlll(l(l(Eﬁﬁ),l;
alter Kendrick Knight-Adkin, O.B.E., B.A., K.H.Ch. The
b :‘lm‘l “:“ | and presented the new colours tn.tlw two senior
o ”('lwv”('?’(- :‘()l()l!l‘ﬂ having been handed to him by the two
L)(v,rhc Prince addressed the ]‘):lrn.(lt“ ;m(! L]u_- (.lnn;(f)
andant replied, When the Prince and Chaplains wt{nmﬂcl ‘
el rll ase the Battalion reformed line and a general salute
tho BB )1;1( new colours which were marched into the line l[
o u‘l}/‘(;ltt (l:l') the Nlil(i(llllll Anthem. The Battalion m:l_l'vlm(l‘}.):l“(tl
Ill(i'.:\ |\’(l)‘\,.;|1 Highness in quick time ; the llllvtj ?\Ll\l tllll((-‘“ 1;!1211(121(]:((111113’
advanced in review order and gave the Roy al a 11. e P
‘~l cers were given for the Prince and the H‘l.tld _mnH . r(‘,’”', i
(inl 7(‘()'111111115 of four, wit}n th('t(l)l(l (w)ln:n\': l(\.::((l ”’]rl,;(lpl,(:t(;g 0 D
tirring strains of ““ A life on the ocean waves. > s are of
:::::IIl\l/}ﬁl'?ltll(i”giving three cheers for H.R.H., and the Old Colours
at the beginning of the ceremony.

hwas an impre
in the parade g
was the tall and

Artillery.

guards the

Lieutenants,
senior Majors.

cheers for H.R.H. Prince George.

) wrence & Son

Messrs. J. C. Lawrence ¢ 2
ceproduced by kind permission of :
SARRRR) "‘5 Elmhurst Road, Gosporl
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Old Colours.

Reproduced by h ind permission of Messrs. J. C. Lawrence & S
22, Ebmhurst Road, Gosport.

o,

At the annual dinner of the Southsea Waverley bowling club

\\)’(' heard lr'nl}_l the Lord Mayor (Alderman F. G. ":(l.\'[(‘l‘) luR\' the
Portsmouth City Council is facing up to its financial difficulties by
proposing to cut down possible expenditure to the extent of more
L”h;m v/ﬁI.(H)(T,(?()(). ““Some in Portsmouth think possibly that this
.l'm;mcml crisis may only be a ‘bogey’" said Alderman Foster
but I can assure you from inside information that it is nothing of
ljl-(l' kind. There is real danger and danger which we must meet as
Britons and do the best we possibly can.” Alderman Foster made
('hvsv 1‘(*11-1.'11']\".‘% In responding to the toast of “ The Lord Mavyor and
Corporation,” proposed by Mr, Ben Isaacs. “ The President * was
proposed by Mr. F. P. Spicer and Councillor I, J. Hooper (President)
m reply said that after 36 years the club could claim with some
degree of pleasure that it had become a pioneer in the local bowling
world and had had the pleasure of seeing the rapid advance of !II:
sport in Portsmouth.

At the annual dinner of the Licensed Victuallers' Association,

Chichester and District, some interesting speeches recalled the

time when happy people could obtain beer at 8. and 1/
contrasting this with the modern beer consumer
a heavy load of taxation,

- per gallon,
who groans under
In spite of the grave concern felt abou
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the latest impost on the licensing industry, 'tlu- large company
present (‘un'tnw-(l to .s|>('|1<| a pleasurable evening. H-\\'il‘? a very
representative ‘uutlu-rlng,‘tlw_.\'Il‘ung company u! lllf);\(‘ ||1|(‘|(‘.\l(-(l' in
the wholesale and retail sides of tln"IIA('vnslng lll(lllsll:\' being
angmented by the majesterial and municipal representatives and
I.\‘ gentlemen associated with kindred trades. ,\’Iil(-r the loyal
(oast had been honoured, Mr. B. Pannell proposed “ The Mayor ZII!(‘
Corporation " which was responded to |)\’"A'\I(l('1‘111;1l| Avylmore in
the unavoidable absence of the Mayor. The Alderman spoke of
the licensing business in 1802, when there were 34 licensed houses
within the city of which 16 still survive. The rates were then 6d.
in the £ as (innp:n'(-(l with 12/- to-day, and he found that the
assessment of the Dolphin Hotel was then only £24. He gave other
assessment figures, one as low as £8, of other houses which still
survive. He claimed that beer was one of the staple foods of the
working man and compared the present position to that existing in
1802, to-day beer being the highest taxed food in the country.
From the records of the Guardians he found that in 1802 inmates
of the Workhouse were allowed a half-pint of beer for breakfast
and supper and a pint for dinner, and the children had a quarter
of a pint at each meal. The records of the hospital \|Il'\\'(j(‘ that
beer was regularly given to the patients and the contract price was
8d. and 1/- per gallon. The Guardians of that day found that some
of the poor were making a constant habit of drinking tea and as
some were very ill they passed a resolution that in order to stop
this ““ pernicious habit "’ no tea would in future be allowed to be
drunk in the precincts of the house. He hoped the Government
would see the mistake they had made in putting the recent extra
duty on beer.
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT,

Welcome 1932 ! And to you, Mr. Editor, and all readers of

and contributors to, the pages of our valuable little monthly, A |

Happy New Year "'~—a fresh page in our Empire’s and our Compary's
history.  One that will not bear too many smudges when Christnas
again comes round., At present we are negotiating the trick
bends that lead to the channel and the open sea, but soon {he
tugs will cast off and we shall turn our steps and faces to the trade
winds of the Seven Seas, an even keel beneath us, and the vibration
of ever-increasing power around us,

Knowledge is power and, as 1931 faded out, so a new era was
born out of the knowledge which it gave. We are still looking for
a system of national accountancies whereby, year by year, (l
old leaves are filed away from our eyes !

Unfortunately for our peace of mind, great minds do nof
think alike on this question, and the old pages clog our ledgers and
offend our eyes. Most of us, however, are cheery optimists nowa
days despite the many ““ Demands " which reach us, and believe
that the end of the tunnel is in sight. In this hope we commence
our contributions for 1932 to our GAZETTE's pages, confident of its
ultimate fruition.

Therefore, in the words of an old friend of ours, *“ Parade!
FForward by the right ! "

Another link with the * wooden walls of old England " has
been severed by the death at Plymouth of Lieut. James John
Mills, R.N., at the remarkable age of 98 vears |

Mr. Mills, who claimed to be the oldest commissioned office
in the country, joined the Navy 84 vyears ago, and was on the
active service list for 40 years. Such was his health that when the
Great War broke out he felt that he was not too old to offer his
services once again to his country,

The Admiralty thanked him most cordially for his patriotism
expressing the opinion that *“ by voulnteering at this stage in you
career you have set a splendid example to the younger generation,
and have more than done your duty.”

A true descendant of the old Vikings, Mr. Mills saw active
service m many seas, and his experiences, could they have been
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wublished, would have made a wonderful tale. We salute the
Illll'mu]‘\' of a very gallant officer and gentleman,

Most of the Units in the Garrison were represented at the
inter-unit boxing competitions for the \"\"(sﬁ..s'('x Area (\\’vsl‘)‘,_ I.w](l
in the Garrison Gymnasium, when naval officers zu.‘lwl as ()H.I‘(‘I(l|\'.
\{ the close Brigadier C. G. Liddell (commanding the Itl,‘“’lllUl
Infantry Srigade) presented the ('lnlln])inllsllip cup to the 2nd Rifle
Brigade, the rst Worcestershire Regiment being the runners-up.

Once again, well done the Rifles ! Are there any more worlds
[or you to conquer ?

THE ROYAL ENGINEERS.

The Plymouth Branch, Royal Engineers Old Comrades’
Association, }'('4'('11(|y held a church parade at Mount Wise Barracks,
Devonport, whence the Old Comrades and veterans, headed by l.lw
band of the Devon (Fortress) Royal Engineers and accompanied
by officers and detachments from the Regular and Territorial Royal
[ingineers, marched to the Garrison Church.

Among those present were Major-Gen. R. J. T. IAli]<‘lyzn‘(l
(Commanding Wessex Area), Brigadier D. S. Collins (Chief Engineer,
Southern Command), Brig.-Gen. G. H. Boileau, Lieut.-Col.
H. A. L. Hall (C.R.E., Wessex Area (West) and President, [’.l_\’IH()l‘lﬂl
Branch, R.E.O.C.A.), Col. R. St. J. Gillespie (retired), Lieut.-Col.
W. C. Macfie (retired), Major J. N. Cash, Capt. R. H. l’»._l,nng]un(l
Capt. R. Chalmers, Capt. H. J. McCaffery, Lieut. P. Fitt, Lieut.
W. Cooper and Lieut. G. Denison (all R.E.), Capt. G. Shirley,
R.E. (retired), Major A. C. Rolston, Capt. E. A, Stedman and
Lieut, W. E. Wright (Devon (Fortress) R.E.).

Very old friends of ours, the R.E’s. are deservedly popular
throughout the Garrison, and old and new comrades will always
find us amongst their most ardent supporters in any object which
15 theirs,

There were in the port during Christmas more naval ships than
have been seen here for some time. Those belonging to the Atlantic
Ileet number more than twenty, including three battleships, three
cruisers, six destroyers and as many submarines. Among the
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last to arrive were the battleship
Dorsetshire, Exeter and Norfolk. All were berthed at the Dock
yards. January 6th is the date on which they are due to leay
for Gibraltar to commence the spring cruise.

Rodney and the cruisey

We have again had the honour of serving most of these Unit
during the past few weeks, also for their stocking orders of *“ S,
Ale and Milk Stout for the cruise. Both these famous beverage
are well-known and appreciated throughout the senior seryie
for their consistent qualities in all temperatures and under g
conditions,

[t 1s extremely gratifying to us to know how highly esteeme(
these *“ Hop Leaf " productions are when our Navy is on the higl
seas under a tropical sun. We bid them “ God speed and a safe
return home."

With the Cup-ties now due our local fans are taking daily
breathing exercises so that the prolonged vocal support necessar
on January oth shall not impose too great a strain upon thei |
c(h)ords,

‘
We rather fancy our chances against Manchester, but in Cup |

ties form is apt to be upset. The best team often ““ misses the |
boat,” and one goal (the first) is worth several league goals i
value when playing in such games ; so who can tell ?

Our hopes still turn towards meeting Reading in the National
Tourney next year, so please do not disappoint us on that day
Here’s to ye !

OXFORD.

We hope that everyone whose eye is caught by this has enjoyed

a very Happy Christmas and that the output has reached expecta
tions at headquarters and all branches.

DEPOT OXFORDSHIRE AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

COWLEY BARRACKS, OXFORD.

LIGHT INEFANTRY,

Friday, December the 11th was the occasion of a farewell danc
at Cowley Barracks which we attended on the very kind invitation
of our very good friends the President and members of th
Sergeants’ Mess. The proceedings were graced by the presence 0!
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1 . \ . 1. .
B . Commanding Officer Bt. Lieut.-Col. B. C. T. Paget, D.5.0.,

B\ (.. and his lady, the Officers and Staff of the Depot were also

I],[(-\( nt.

I'he arrangements were in the capable hands of R.S.M. H. Lay,
I|)< M. M.M., and with the rest of the large and good company
i [||".,-p we enjoyed our evening very much indeed.

& Comething we would like to know :

Who was the member of a certain Sergeants” Mess who knocked
the caterer up at 11.30 p.m. and asked for his nightly glass of MILK ¢

WOKING.

WALTON COMRADES CLUB.

Inaugurated last yvear, the second annual supper of the Walton
(unn':ulv; Club was held on Friday, 4th December, when a ]&l!',’_{(‘
assembly of members was present. Mr. A. Bennett ])‘n*.\“i(l(‘(l, being
supported by Mr. J. Maguire (Hon. Secretary), Mr. C. Skeet (Hon.
[reasurer) and members of the committee.

A cold repast was greatly enjoyed, after which the loyal toast
was duly honoured on the submission of Mr. W. Woodroff.

[he chairman then proposed the toast of the Walton
Comrades Club,”’ He said it must be very gratifying to the
founders of the club to find to-day an institution so well vst.’ll)lislml.
and enjoying such excellent traditions that every member could feel
a sense of pride in being associated with it. Good team work had
been rewarded by good results. We should need that team spirit
in greater measure during the coming winter season in order to tide
over the difficult time of the National emergency and the burdens
imposed upon the shoulders of the people under the emergency
budget. It was a happy coincidence that the annual supper should
fall due at that season of the year wheir the whole nation had been
thinking of fallen comrades, and giving a most noble response to
help forward the work of assisting the disabled and the dependents
men. He hoped Poppy Day would invrgusv n
popularity and usefulness vear by year. The spirit ;mimntyng the
nation this year had been simple but fundamental, expressing the
true character of its citizens and the real soul of the people. He
paid a tribute to the work of the officers and committee, and ;l_lsu
to the Secretary wha, he said, was all day and every day brimming

ol ex-service
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over with enthusiasm for the welfare of the club and the mem by
generally. A special word of praise was also due to the Stewar
(Mr. E. G. Smith) who was entirely responsible for the catering tly|
evening, and who had been a stalwart of the club from the time 0
its inception.

In responding to the toast, Mr. J. Maguire said that the presen
club, which was established in 1923, originated from a branch
the “ Comrades of the Great War.” They had their difficult tin
during those earlier days, particularly in their first venture in The
Broadway, but since they had occupied their Russell Road hea
quarters the club had never looked back. He gave an interestin
account of their social activities, and considered they might we
feel proud of their commodious premises. He hoped the membey
would stick to the club, as they were anxious not only to provid
for their present comfort, but to leave behind for their sons a ver
real heritage.

Mr. J. R. Leggett proposed the health of ““ The Chairman " i
a very cordial manner, to which Mr. Bennett in reply said it was
always a pleasure to come to such a centre of comradeship an(
goodwill.

A series of presentations followed, gifts being handed t
Messrs. A. W. Johnson, N. Norris and A. 3ishop who formed the
club’s jazz band, and also Mr. W. Woodroff, the late entertainment's|
secretary.

The remainder of the evening was devoted to harmony, and
popular programme was much enjoyed.

Bradley & Son, Ltd., The Crown Press. Caxton Street, Reading.
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