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A certain young man couldn’t make up his mind what sort of
a career he'd go in for.
“ Why don’t you be a writer, like me ? "’ asked a literary friend

[ don’t think there’s much in it,” he said.

“It's not the dough, me lad, it’s the honour to belong to such
a profession. Shakespeare was a writer, a genius, a blinking

marvel.  Just look what he could do with 26 letters, replied his

friend.

“I'd sooner be a lawyer,” this young chap said. ““ Just think

what a lawyer can do with only two or three letters.”
* * * *

One point of difference between a poor man and a millionaire
is that one worries over his next meal and the other over his last.
* * * *

TEACHER : ““ Yes, Johnny, Lapland is rather thinly populated.”

JOHNNY : “ How many Lapps to the mile, teacher ?

* * * *

Jock : “ My, Maggie, but that soup’s got an awfu’ lot of grit
in it.”

MAGGIE : ““ Ay, Jock, ye'll remember that’s the rice that wis
used at Jeannie's marriage.”’

* * *# *

To Biffin was delegated the honour of presenting the vacuum
cleaner purchased by the staff as a token of their esteem for Miss
Dimple, the typist, who was leaving the office upon the approach
of her marriage.

He rose, blushed nervously, and said : “ On behalf of my
colleagues and myself 1 congratulate you, and beg you to accept
this little gift. We hope that, as you employ it to free your home
from unwanted dirt and litter, you will be reminded of your old
friends at the office.”

* * * *

" How can you call it a love match | He must be worth quite
£10,000 a year.”

“ Well, isn’t £10,000 a year lovely ?

* * * *

" Have you ever appeared as a witness before ?

“ Yes, your lordship.”

“In what suit ? ”’

“ My blue serge.”
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“What is a debtor, dad?
““A man who owes money."”
“ And what is a creditor ?
““The man who thinks he is going to get it.’

'

Bripe :  What does this mean? I always understood that
you had plenty of money, and now it seems you have none.
‘ But, darling, I've told you time and time

BRIDEGROOM :
again that you are my all !
* * * *

“The time will come,” shouted the speaker, ““ when women
will get men’s wages.”
“Yes,"” said a little man in the corner, “ Next Friday night.”
First Business MAN @ ““ Old Sharklee is going to retire from
business.”
SECOND BusiNEss MAN @ “ I've heard him say that before.”
First BusiNess MAN @ “ T know, but the judge said it this

time.”’
* * * *

GUARD : “ Look here, sir, if this train is so jolly slow, you'd
better get out and walk.”

PASSENGER : ““ That's kind of you. I 'may be short of time,
but I'm not in quite such a hurry as that.”

* * * *

" You don’t see Peggy any more, then? I suppose you parted
because of a misunderstanding ?
“Oh, no. It was because of a miss not understanding.
* * # *
Lapy : *“ Well, I'll take a pound of those sausages. Are they
dritish ? "’
ButcHeR @ “ Yes, madam. The good old Bulldog Breed.

* * * *

“Why did you break off your engagement ? '’

" Well, we were looking over our new house, when her mother
said it would be rather small for the three of us, so I gracefully
retired.”’




Tue Hor LeAr GAZETTE

“ Doctor, I'm sorry to drag you so far out in the country on
such a bad night.”

“Oh, it's quite all right, because I have another patient nea;
here, so I can kill two birds with one stone.”

* * * *

PROFESSOR @ “ These aren’t my own figures I'm quoting,
They are the figures of a man who knows what he’s talking about,”
* * * K
PATIENT : *“ Oh, Doctor, I'm so sick—if I could only die.”

Doctor : “ I'll do the very best I can for you.”
* * * *
Boastrur ONE : *“ All that I am I owe to my mother,”

GIRL : “ Why don’t you send her a couple of dollars and square
the account ?
* * * *

" Every window in your house was lit up last night. Did you
have a big party? "
“ No, but my wife is returning from her holidays to-day and
if she notices the small consumption of gas, she’ll be suspicious.”
* * * *
“I've called to see the old geyser,” said the plumber.
“The missus is not at home,” replied the servant,

* * * *
“ So your boy is going to be a short story writer ? "’

“ Yes; every time he writes home it’s the same story about
how short he is.”
* * o *

HARASSED CARPET SALESMAN (appealing to husband) : “ You
won't beat this, sir.”’
Wire : ““ You'll pardon me—he will if I want him to.”

* * * *

Cross COUNTRY RUNNER (late arrival) : ““ Did you take my
time ? "’
TiMEKEEPER : “ I didn’t have to. You took it yourself.”

* * * *

TeacHER : ““ Give me an example of the collective noun.”

’

Boy : “ Dustman, sir.
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'

‘“What is your husband doing to-day ? " inquired the vicar.

“Well,"”" replied the parishioner, ““ he did say something about

the two-thirty, but I can’t remember the horse’s name.
* * * *

Mgrs. NAYBER @ ““ You seem rather hoarse this morning, Mrs.
Peck.”

MRs. PrcK :
. ’»
night.

‘Yes, my husband came home very late last

* K * *

“You never t-take the s-slightest interest in anything I do,”
sobbed the young bride.
“Now, don't be unreasonable, darling,” said the new husband.
“All last night T lay awake wondering what you had put in that
cake you made yesterday.”
* *
“ Let's stop now we're even,”’

“Even ?
“Well, you had all my money a little while ago ; now I've got
all yours.”
L * %

Mike : “ Have you paid yer rates, Pat ?

PAT : “ No, an” ['m very glad I haven't.”

Mixe : “ How's that ? ™

Par: “1 got a form to-day wot says, ‘ Final Application,” so
it looks as if they're giving it up as a bad job.”

* * * *

Tom and Joe had been talking in the office when Tom rose
from his chair and said : “ Well, Joe, T must rush off, I've got an
appointment,”’

“Is it as important as all that? ”

“Yes I can't stop another minute, [t's a feller I owe a fiver

“ Where have you got to go to, Tom? "’

“ Why, nowhere | He's coming here | ”
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“Oh'l look, mummy. There's a cow tossing daddy in the

“Not a cow, dear ; a bull,”

* * ) *

prospective employee.
“ I can do triple entry,” was the reply.

“ Triple entry ?

“ Yes—one entry for the working partner showing the truc

profits, another for the sleeping partner showing small profits, and
a third for the income tax collector showing a loss.”
* * * e

The doctor coughed gravely.

“ I'm sorry to tell you,” he said, “ that you are suffering from
chicken-pox.”

The patient turned on his pillow and looked up at his wife.

“ Martha,” he said in a faint voice, ‘“if any of my creditors

call, tell them that at last I am in a position to give them some
thing."”

* * * *

A certain titled lady was giving a garden party for her houschold
staff and estate employees.

Old John, the gardener, had just stepped on te the tennis court
to play a ““single ” with the chauffeur, when the footman hurried
up to him, exclaiming, *“ John, her ladyship says you can't play
tennis in braces,”

To which the worthy John responded, ““ You can just go back

and tell her ladyship that I'm no good at this blinking game unless
[ have both hands free,”

* * * *

He was the club bore, and heartily detested., Rushing into
the secretary’s room and fuming with rage, he shouted, ““ I've just
been offered £20 to resign. What shall T do?

The secretary was quite calm, and replied : ““ Hold on for a
bit. You'll get a better offer,”

* *

‘Can you do double entry? " asked the employer of the
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. WORDS OF WISDOM.

No man can be happy without a friend, nor be sure of him
till he’s unhappy.

By the road called Straight we come to the house called
Beautiful.

He who speaks the truth must have one foot in the stirrup.

The stars make no noise.

From poverty to profusion is a hard journey, but the way
back is easy.

You can count the number of apples on one tree, but you
cannot count the number of trees in one apple.

Friendship is to be purchased only by friendship. A man may
have authority over others ; but he can never have their heart but
by giving his own.

If you want life to be a song you must provide some of the
harmony.,

We are never so much disposed to quarrel with others as when
we are dissatisfied with ourselves.

[t is a great misfortune not to have enough wit to speak well
or not enough judgment to keep silent.

Let us be of good cheer, remembering that the misfortunes
hardest to bear are those which never come.

Avoid personal remarks and cutting sarcasm. The quip that
wounds has ceased to be a jest.
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We are often prophets to others, only because we are ou
own historians.

The Devil loves nothing better than a gloomy soul ; it is his
plaything.

There is no sorrow which length of time will not diminish o
soothe,

There is nothing that needs to be said in an unkind manner,

Many people prefer the argument of force to the force ol
argument,

To strive at all involves a victory achieved over sloth, inertness,
and indifference.

At work and p/ﬂ);

Or w/um at rest

There is no doubt

that Bl(’r I'S "wi.
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BRANCHES.

BRISTOL.
THE MIDLAND HOTEL, BATH.

On Tuesday evening, December 2oth, a goodly comlm)ny ¢
of Somerset and Gloucester folk were at the Ml(ll:'md H()(‘(‘Iz Bath,
for the inauguration of this newly built commercial hotel situated
within a few yards of the L.M.S. Station.  Built of the famous
local stone by Messrs. Long & Co., the well-known H:l_tln (‘()‘ntl'ilCl()l‘S
in accordance with the plans of Mr. A. W. Bold, our Bristol Surveyor,
this new ‘“ Hop Leaf " hotel is not only a valuable asset to the
City of Bath, but is of distinct credit to all whose labours have so
artistically contributed to such a delightful whole.

[ Reproduced by kind permission of the Bath and Wills Chronicle and Herald.

The Midland Hotel, Bath.

Mr. H. W. Griffin did the honours at the opening ceremony
and warmly congratulated all concerned on the results achieved.
He “ had no doubt that the Midland Hotel of 1938 would live up
to the highest Simonds’ standard, :ll](lllllél(, :nnulﬂ Sll(‘llilllﬁt()l.'l.(“
surroundings, visitors and Bath folk alike would find within its




186 Tue Horp LEAF GAZETTE.

walls such a degree of luxurious service and comfort that yea;
by year its name would go forth to wherever Bath was spoken of
as a place where the travelling public could be sure of a warm
welcome and personal attention—from Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Fathers,
who, during the period of rebuilding, had so cheerfully put up
with the many unavoidable discomforts which always accompanie
such a change over.” He knew they were “as proud of their
house as he was,”” and in declaring it open he wished them ““ many
years of success and happiness there,” sentiments which the many
present endorsed by the sampling of the golden and nut brown
“Hop Leaf " beverages at the bars.

Afterwards a very interesting and pleasant evening was spent
on the skittle alley and dart boards, where Builders versus Brewers
were the “star’ events of a very cheery evening—even if the
Builders failed ingloriously !

Make a careful note of the Midland Hotel, Bath, and do not
fail to call when in its neighbourhood. We can promise a real
Simonds” hospitality to all who enter its doors.

[Reproduced by kind permission of the Bath and Wilts Chrowicle and Herald.

Mr. H. W. Griffin “drawing the first sample.”
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[Reproduced by kind pormission of the Bath and Wills Chronicle and Herald.

A corner of the cosy lounge.

THE BATH ARMS HOTEL, CHEDDAR.

Here is yet another Somerset modern erection, completed a
few months ago for the mutual benefit of Mendip folk and those
who find in and around Cheddar Gorge the realisation of their
ideal bit of old England.

Situated amid the ages-old village at the foot of the \Vm"l(l's
famous cliffs, the Bath Arms Hotel has been known for generations
as a famous old coaching house on the Wells-Axbridge-Bristol road,
and the present hotel during 1938 was constructed and furnished
almost regardless of expense for the one purpose of giving the best
possible service to everyone who requires it.

With ample parking spaces at front and rear, there is no lack
of accommodation for all, while the degree of comfort throughout
the whole of the establishment is such that a stranger to Cheddar
can hardly believe his own eyes to find so cosy, yet ample, resources
at his command.

This is a Simonds’ Catering House, and already its fame has
spread far and wide. Parties for Christmas, parties for the New
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Year, were being booked almost daily during December, Catering
in all its branches is undertaken by its enterprising host and hostess,
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Macpherson, whose popularity is only equalled
by their charm of manner, and Mendip men are very appreciative
of their new house and its many modern facilities.

Only a week or two ago the Meet of the Mendip Hunt took
place here, and a crowd of several hundred were highly delighted
at the new order of things and to feel that in Cheddar such associa-
tions were now possible. Members of the Hunt are also often to
be seen in full cry down the now famous Skittle Alley, where their
zest for the chase often causes many a ““pin’’ to drop—from
sheer fright !

We hear the Master himself sometimes finds difficulty in
restraining his field from * Tally-hoing " down the polished length
of the immaculate maple wood surface, so deeply rooted is the
love of the chase in the blood of these Mendip men who to-day
represent the generations that are gone, as members of this famous
Hunt.

May the Bath Arms minister to their needs for very many
years to come, and to the thousands of others who year by year

will find at a rcasonable cost everything in the way of food,
recreation and refreshment which one expects to find in a “ Hop
Leaf " Catering House of to-day:.

[Lhe above ph tograph is reproduced by kind permission of The Walker Photographic Co,,
Stratford-upon-Avon,)
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rapher, Cheddar.

graph is reproduced by kind permission of Mr. N. Heal, Photog

Meet of the Mendip Hounds at the Bath Arms Hotel

[T he above photo,

, Cheddar.
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THE ““ HOP LEAF "’ DARTS AND SKITTLES LEAGUES.
DARTS LEAGUE TABLE.
Played. Won. Lost. Points.
Three Horse Shoes 14 12 2 24
Black Horse 14 10 4 20
Lord Chancellor ... 14 10 4 20
Shirehampton Workmen's Club 14 9 5 18
Paxton Arms 14 8 6 16
Richmond Hotel ... 14 8 6 16
Golden Bowl 14 7l 7 14
Queen’s Head ... 14 6 8 12
Botany Tavern ... 14 6 8 12
George & Dragon “B " ... 12 6 6 12
Horse & Groom ... 14 6 8 12
Portland House ... 14 6 8 12
George & Dragon “ A ... 14 5 9
Glass House 14 5 9
David Greig's ... 12 4 8
Three Tuns 14 1 13
SKITTLES LEAGUE.
Played. Won. Drawn. Lost. Pounts.

Cumberland ““ A " 14 11 I 2 23
Paxton Arms 14 11 0 ; 22
Greyhound “ B 14 10 1 ; 21
Black Horse, Redfield ... 14 9 (o) ; 18
Greyhound “ A 14 9 0 ‘ 18
Peckett & Sons ... 14 8 16
Beaufort Arms ... 14 14
Cumberland ““ B " 14 13
Old Crown 13 : 11
Bell Hotel 14 L 9 10
Black Horse, Hambrook 14 / 10 8
Jacob Street Brewery ... 14 10 8
Co-op Upholstery 14 ; 1 6
Brewery Transport 13 g 10 6

The long-awaited skittles match between the Jacob Street
Brewery and the Brewery Transport on the latter team’s alley
began and ended in the complete rout of the ““ black-coat ' raiders.
Good team work all round was responsible for a victory by over
40 pins.  No mercy was expected, and certainly none was given,
during a match which was keenly but most enjoyably contested
by both sides. We have a suspicion that the winners had been
undergoing some secret gland treatment for this special contest,
as they certainly appeared to be ““ full of beans ’—even the pins
seemed to be affected by a certain liveliness whenever a brawny-
armed driver or mate took the mat, but remained most wooden
when the subtler wielders of the pen appeared before them.

Maybe it was the copious draught of a certain Jacob Street
brew with which the winners continually primed themselves which
did the trick. 1In that case, the return match should lead to good
business for our tenant at the Hope and Anchor when the Transport
visit us there in a few weeks’' time.

Ture Hor LeAr GAZETTE.

GIBRALTAR.,

A very enjoyable function took place on the 8th I)(-('wllll))(-l'
when the Warrant ()I'I'i<'('|’§ and Sergeants of the R(b\':l‘| Army ll:l\'
Corps entertained their |I‘I{'Ill(|5, of both sexes, af [Il()-u‘ rwu-;l(mn‘
room in Town Range. This small corps at the Rock, usually
scattered and attached to other um’ls in the garrison, ‘Im\'(- worked
hard to possess the next best thing l()lJI Mess, and it was I'(‘il'”\'
pleasant to sce their efforts rewarded with success. A \/\:Ill.\[ drive
was arranged, followed by various games, the ( :l"(‘l‘(‘l having a busy
time with the many orders for Simonds” ale. \(‘I:\' g(m(l‘wm‘l\' on
the part of Staff Sergt. 'I'lu)n!;ls, ."||)I_\' assisted by Sergts. ( :Il(‘l‘]l.’llll»
and Hornby. S/S/M. Stenning is the present senior member of
this ‘ silent " corps.

The Corps of Military Police held a |’;|l<.'\\'(~|l function :lf'il‘l('i]‘
Mess on the sth December to bid farewell to Sergt. ’m](l,llln‘ N.C.0.
in charge of the detachment, who I‘ms now left the station to l;.ll\'v
up duties at Dover. Representatives of every unit, City l’_ulm',
Dockyard Police and Special ('un.\!;llml:n:\' ;lll‘wn(l«-(l to enjoy a
thoroughly entertaining evening, the various items on the pro
gramme including songs, sketches and lllt)ll()]ngfl(‘s. Mr. Poulter,
the Firm’s local representative, gave a very amusing monologue ancd
witnessed the result of the corps’ order for the popular ale consumed
with delight. Capt. Henley, the Garrison Adjutant, gave an
address on the occasion of Sergt. Bold's departure, pointing out how
he would be missed at the Rock. The evening came to a close with
the singing of Auld Lang Syne followed by the National Anthem.
Sergt, Wilson has arrived from home to take charge of the detach-
ment,

Lt.-Col, P, J. T. Pickthall has experienced a busy time during
(he month with his interesting Air Raid Lectures and much
knowledge has been gained as a result. Mr. . B. (_nllrwll, the
[Yirm’s Agent here, has been appointed to the 1'<'s|u>_n.\ll>l<- post of
Deputy Chief Warden in connection with the air raid precautions
now in hand throughout the colony.

The destroyer Inglefield is still with us, her refit in the dockyard
will be keeping her here for Xmas, By the time these lines appear
i print we shall have gone through the f<-sli\u-l H(‘:l.\l()ll'ill)(l m;lklng
final preparations to welcome again our l'l'ivn(ls in the Navy on thenu
annual visit to the Rock during the spring cruise.
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BRIGHTON.,

On December 7th last the annual dinner of the West Tarring
Club was held in the Club premises, 270 members attending. The
President, Mr. E. W. Sparkes, recalled ‘“ that it was their fourth
annual dinner (the Club, however, is very many years older than
that), and he had to say that the Management Committee
appreciated very much the way members had turned up for the
annual function, but they would like to see more members turn
up for the annual general meeting."”

Mr. Sparkes congratulated the Management Committee, also
their Executive Officer (Mr. Arthur Stone) as being a very able
and well-liked Secretary. The Club also had a very able Treasure
in Mr. George Welch, and in Mr. Percy Savory a Vice-President of
exceptional ability.

Mr. Savory gave the toast of “ The Visitors,” replies being
made by Mr. A. Luscombe and Mr. C. R. Stringer.

A most successful evening followed with a concert and
community singing.

WOKING.
“ TWENTY YEARS AFTER ' REUNION DINNER,

“ Old Soldiers Never Die ' sang over 600 ex-servicemen of
Godalming and district at the “ Twenty Years After the War "
Dinner held at the Farncombe Drill Hall on Wednesday, Novembe
10th, 1938, the photographs of which appeared in our December
issue of THE Hop LEAr GAZETTE. It was truly a memorable
occasion. Colonels sat side by side with privates, and it is hoped
again to hold the dinner next year.

The Deputy Mayor of Godalming (Councillor H. W. Ifisk)
presided, supported by Mr. C. C. Cork, Chairman of the Godalming
Branch of the British Legion (the originator of the dinner), Mr.
H. J. Morley, Hon. Seeretary, and other members of the Committee
responsible for the organisation of the dinner.

Following the loyal toast a telegram was sent to Theil
Majesties the King and Queen, reading :

“ Six hundred ex-servicemen of the ancient Borough of
Godalming and district will gather together this evening on
the occasion of a dinner called the ‘ Twenty Years After’
Dinner, to commemorate twenty years after the signing of
the Armistice ; and on their behalf I send your Majesties the
loyal greetings of the entire company.”
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The reply received from the King to the Deputy Mayor
read :

“The King and Queen sincerely thank the ex-servicemen

of Godalming and district, dining together this evening, for

their loyal greeting, which Their Majesties much appreciate.”’

A telegram was also sent by Councillor H. W. Lisk to Qucen
Mary, to which the following was the reply :

[ am commanded by Queen Mary to convey to you and
all ex-servicemen gathered together at dinner this evening
Her Majesty’s grateful thanks for your kind message of
remembrance.  Queen Mary hopes that one and all assembled
will spend a very happy evening.”

Claud Sutton’s Concert Party gave an excellent programme,
and the evening closed with wartime melodies and “ Auld Lang
Syne.”’

PORTSMOUTH.

[nspector Thomas McDonagh, who has now succeeded Inspector
[£. W. J. Payne in charge of Gosport Section of the County Police,
was given good wishes on his appointment by the Mayoress, Mrs.
Graham, and in this she was supported by Messrs. C. E. Pilcher
and A. R. Nobes. In connection with a complimentary dinner
which the Special Constables of Gosport are giving to Inspector
Payne, Councillor F. H. Lake applied for an extension of licensing
hours. Superintendent A. C. West laughingly declared he ought
to oppose, but was ready to leave the matter to the discretion of
the Bench. The Mayoress, after consulting her colleagues, said
she thought the application could be granted ‘“ this time.”

Tributes to a ““ kind and genial personality " were paid at
Gosport Police Court when Inspector Payne said farewell on his
retirement. A combined writing burcau and bookcase was
presented to Inspector Payne at Fareham Court House, subscribed
for by every member of the Farcham Division of the Hants
Constabulary. Mr. Payne retired after 33 years’ police service,
11 of which he was in charge of Gosport Scction.

HM.S. Ark Royal, flying the flag of the Rear-Admiral
Commanding Aircraft Carriers, arrived in December from Birken-
head, where she was built by Messrs. Cammell Laird & Co., Ltd.
In the construction of the Ark Royal it is the first time that the
British Navy has had an aircraft carrier designed, laid down,
constructed and fitted as such and of full size and equipment,
being approximately the same size as her predecessor, H.M.S.
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Courageous, but she is considerably smaller than the new aircraff
carriers constructed by the U.S.A. She is, however, absolutely
up-to-date as regards technical and modern fitments, and is certainly
the last word in comfort for the ship’'s company. Considering
that the Ark Royal will have to carry a complement of some 1,500
men, the accommodation is remarkably free from congestion and
is in every way comfortable.

Just before Christmas Rear-Admiral R. H, T. Raikes, C.B.,
C.V.0., D.S.0., hauled down his flag at Fort Blockhouse, Gosport,
on relinquishing his appointment of Rear-Admiral (Submarines),
His successor is Rear-Admiral B. C. Watson, C.B., D.S.0., late
Director of the R.N. Staff College, and recently employed on
special service at the Admiralty., Captain G. M. K. Kible-White,
who has been Chief Staff Officer to Rear-Admiral Raikes, is leaving
carly in the New Year to command the Fourth Submarine Flotill
in China, and will then be succeeded by Captain I. A. P. MacIntyre,
late in command of the Sixth Submarine Flotilla, Portland.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT,

HEARTY GOOD WISHES FROM ALL AT THE TAMAR
BREWERY TO HEADQUARTERS AND ALL BRANCHES
FOR A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 1930,

Our many readers will be glad to learn that Mr W. IY, McIntyre
has now recovered from his recent illness and we are very happy to
say he is back again in harness.

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Perring of the White Hart,
Torquay, on the happy event which recently occurred when Mrs,
Perring was presented with a very bonny daughter.

We also extend our good wishes to Mr. and Mrs. L. T. Gruitt
who also received a visit from the ““ stork " just prior to Christmas
and another baby girl was left behind.,  Mr. Gruitt is clerk-in-charge
of the transport at the Tamar Brewery.

Yet another event took place in December when Mrs. S, Harris
was also presented with a lovely baby girl, Mr. S. Harris is in
our transport department.

Tue Hop Lear GAZETTE. 195

The Brown Bear Inn, Chapel Street, Devonport, has recently
been transferred from Mr. W, Tinton to Mr. H. G. H. Cook and we
wish Mr. Cook every success in his new undertaking.

Mr. I, Sealey, of our transport department, has retired on
pension after having had service with the Tamar Brewery for 37
years. He has been a most loyal servant and was very popular
and well-known by all our customers in Devon and Cornwall. We
trust Mr. Sealey will live to enjoy his well-earned rest for many
years.

Plymouth Argyle have had a lot of bad luck in the first half
of the season. They have had numerous injuries and have lost a
lot of matches by the odd goal. We hope they will do better in
the second half. They have again been drawn away from home
in the cup-tie and we hope they will have better luck next year.
They are due to play Sunderland at Roker Park and we hope that
the winner of this match will win the cup.

The Plymouth Albion Rugby' Football Club had some very
bad luck just before Christmas when their grandstand was burnt
down. The Devonport Services Rugby Football Club were kind
enough to lend them their ground for the match with Bristol.
This shows the very good feeling between the two rugby teams at
Plymouth and it was greatly appreciated by the Albion Club.,

The 2nd Bn. Gloucester Regiment are doing very well in the
Army Rugby Cup. They now have to meet the st Bn. Welch
Regiment from Belfast in the third round and we think that the
winners of this tie will be the eventual winners of the (eblip), it
very remarkable that in the past eight years the Plymouth Garrison
have supplied the winners of the Army Cup on no less than five
occasions. These winners were the znd South Wales Borderers
(twice), the znd Duke of Wellington’s Regiment (twice) and the
2nd Gloucester Regiment.,

We have had most distressful weather through the Christmas
but, fortunately, the roads in Devon and Cornwall have not been
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impassable.  We are much more fortunate in Devon and Cornwall
than in some parts of the country. We have not had to use chains
or suffer any inconvenience with our lorries. i

The Fleet will be leaving Devonport shortly on its Spring
Cruise and nearly the whole of the ships will carry a supply of ou

beers.

SIM()NI)S BEER

SUPERB

Bradley & Son, Led., The Crown Press, Caston Strest, Reading.
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