














































THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 

constitution to stand th strain . I, have 
answer: Simonds' " Old Ale." I thnv.ed on It ; It Cl: man s dnnk , 
it's more than drink, it's a food; it's like all good thll1gs-"!lade to 
be used, not abused. Drink it but d.on't make a of It. My 
advice to anyone training for any kl11d of sport. IS: out 
tobacco, but if you are used to a glass of ale, stick to It, but In 
moderation 

In the winter if you suffer from chilled feet try a glass before 
going to bed ; you won ' t need a water bottle ; you can. fe I 
the old ale go right down to lIttle ,toes. When I go fishl11g J 
take a little drop in the bottle, It doesn t matter wha.t th.e 
is like; rain, wind, hail, frost , snow or sleet, I can stIck It and It 
very rare I catch cold although I have often been wet through 
from head to foot. . 

'1 am not writing this for any personal gain; but s0-:ne 
may be pleased to know that Old Ale might suit him as It certal11ly 
did me. 

EDDIE LANE. 

[The writer of this article is one of the fin es t fishermen that 
ever put a rod together.- Ed. Hop LEAF GAZETTE.] 
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BnANCHES. 
BRIGHTON. 

Last month we had very littl to chronicle for th GAZETTE, 
being busy prepa ring for hri stmas, which eason brought many 
visito rs frOI11 town a nd elsewh re, eking for sunshine and balmy 
br ezes, and who apparently like tb g nerous fare a nd fes tiviti s 
provicl d a t the la rge r hotels of th - town in pref rence to a hri tmas 
at home. 

At tb e Royal York Hotel, a week's f stivi t ie were k pt up 
uncler the guidance of tha t genial ho t , Mr. Ha rry Preston, a nd one 
who does not forget hi poorer brethren a t thi s a nd oth r tim s. 
At a sale of doll s during Xmas Week a t t he Royal York Hotel, no 
less a sum th an £150 wa realised for th e local hospitals; Mr. G org 
Grav s, th e well-known comedian, I eing th e auction er . 

Mr. Pres ton will, w hope, forgive us repeating a story in 
connec tion with one of his fa mou Dome Boxing Tourna ment . 

A lady of a mple proportions, anxious to help a good caus , 
look two eat for the tourna m n t a t the Royal York Hot 1. Wh en 
she go t to tb Dome sh found tha t they were on oppo it sid of 
the gangway. tewa rd tri cl in va in to induce her to acc pt them, 
and flJ1 a lly Mr. Ha rry Pr ston had to be sent for to app a her. 
With hi natural cha rming ma nner Mr. Pres ton ought to convince 
h r th a t he a nd her fri end would suffer no inconveni nce becaus 
their s a ts w re separat ed by the gangway . 

" My fri n 1 ? " excla im d lhe lady. "I hav n fri end with 
me. I booked two a t for myse lf b ca ll e one is not la rg enough." 

Brighton, having mad term for th rental of la nds wi th a 
-yndi a le, bids fair to b oming a second H llywood . A site on 

OLlr aclj acen t clown has I een hosen for the er c tion of stu lio , 
where films-w hop to qua l a ny mad abroad- will be prod u e I. 
The promot r o f t he s h mho. th pot becau of the clear 
air and lib ra l allowance of un hin . 

About this time of the year, th sea-front is crowded wi th la rge 
num bers of gull. , a nd kindr d bird , a nd the 1 Ilowing oc Ufr cl on 
th Wes t Pi r quite recently. A ma n wa fi hing, and in th act of 
drawing his lin , felt a sude! n a nd vigo rous tug a t the nd , as f 
, orne heavy obj ect howing cl termin cl re is ta nce. pon glancing 
?ver the railing he per LV cl 0. good- iz cl bird , a ught by on hook 
In th wing, whit t upon th oth er hook a yo ung whiting wa 
dangling. He la nded th bird , whi h prov cl to be a guill emot, a 
rare vi itor to Brighton . A gentl ma n I a sing 1 nt a ha nd in 
hetping to xtract th hook, having on a thick pa ir of glove whic 1 



THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 

saved him from many a peck. The bird was free~, an.d floundered 
over the edge of the pier into the ea, re-appeanng Ill. the water 
some thirty yards away, appar ~tl.Y none th.e worse for Its stral:g 
adventure. The guillemot (or dlvl.ng bird) IS a r~markably actIve 
bird of the submarine type. This one had eV Idently seen t~l e 
whiting drawn through the water, and had mad~ a s~lap . ~t It. 
Realising that the fish wa attached to some.thll1g, It . qUIckly 
withdrew, becoming fixed on the other hook which was free. 

A happy party outside the Sergeants' Mess, 8th Field Brigade, 
Preston Barracks, Brighton. 

OXFORD. 

BANBURY BRITISH LEG ION ANNUAL RE MEMBRANCE DINNER. 

In response to a co rdial invitation· kindly sent to us by Mr. 
Frederick C. Smith, Hon. ecretary of the Banbury omrades 
Club, Ltd ., we were privileg d to be present at their Annual 
R emembrance Dinner, which was held at the Club 's Headquarters 
on Friday, November 28th . 

The company, numbering somewhere in the region of 200, ~at 
down to dinner in the spacious billiards room (the ~ables h~vtng 
been dismantled for the occasion), under the chairma nshIp of 
Mr. W. Mardon, the President of the Club. There were present 
Lord Bearstead , Lord Stopforcl, Major A. J. Edmondson, M.P ., 
Lieut. -Col. A. Stockton, His Worship the Mayor of Banbury, and 
many other distinguished gentlemen. 
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Wh n th v ry ex ellent fare provid d had received the ne 
sary a ttention, ~nel . th Loyal Toast had b -en duly honour d, w 
were as l ed to n e In .m 1110ry of " Th Fa llen," whil a very il11 -
pressiv Interval of Ilence was prececl d by th Last Post a nd 
followed by th H.eveill , sounded by an invi iblc bugler. 

.The.ensuing sP. e hes w re xcellent, as wcr the inter. persing 
lllu." lcal It ms prOVIded by a v ry ffl i nt conc rt party. 

. We . sp nt a very enj oyabl v ning with the Banbury 
Leglonan es , a mong whom we a rc honoured to count om old and 
a ho t of n w friends. 

The Banl ury branch of th British L gion i in a flourishing 
cond ition, a nd th memb rs ar th e proud owners of th ir own 
freeho ld lu b prcmi es. 

We thank our fri nd ' [or th w I ome ext nd cl to us a lld wc 
hop that w shall b fortuna te enoug h to pay them a not h r vi it 
wh 'n the tim comes round once more. 

MH. G. J\. I-lE TERT 's VISIT T OXFORD. 

A crowel cl au li nce awa it d the arrival of Mr. G. K. hesterton 
in the ballroom f th Randolph Hotel, Oxford, on a recent 'Friday, 
when h a rriv cl to addr ss a m ting a rranged by th harles 
Fox A so i.at ion . At th on lusion of hi a lel r s, Mr. he terton 
invited qu sUon from his aud i nce, which was compo d hi Ayof 
mcmb r of the U niver ity. 

A.ccorclingly one memb r o f the aud i nce enq uired how far 
ba k lI1to the past b er w nt. G.K. . r plied :_ 

. " If yo u ask m as a matt r o f piou. opinion, in our spiritua l 
lIfc, J shoull say to the arden of Eden. [ shou ld think Adam 
was in the habit of ha ving a pot o f b er and a b ef-s t a k until 
the vegetarian- th rp nt- camc in a nd a id :' You will lead 
<t mor? simpl life .and eat a n app le a lay.' Tr ati ng the matter 
hlston a lly, 1 bell ve ur way of br wing bc r descends, like 
so many other things, from the cultur of Rom." 

W off r our r gr t for om itting to ubmit a contribut ion to 
.t!lC 1) c mb r numb r, Mr. Editor, but we must plead th Xm as 
J rad . Rush a OLlr excu e. 

We wer so bu. y supply ing our numerou custome r ' nee I ' 
for the F est iv Season that wc had lit t l time v n for uch im­
portant it ms a ' 0 1.11" GAZETTE. 

W wi h to ta k thi opportunity o f wi hing a ll at the 
I ~rcwery a nd Bran he a Very Happy and Pro p rous w Y ar. 

. M.r. L. J. La rdn er, a junior m mb r of our 1 ri al staff, o r to 
give' hIm hi a ppropria t lab I, Priva t L. j. La rcln r, 4th Battn. 
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r . th is year's winner of the Young 
Oxon and Bucks J~ . . , IS 1d the medal for Young Soldier 
Sold iers' Prize for hIS ompany ~l 

to the whole of the BattalIon . 
open . L -1 r will continue his success as a marksman 

We hope. Mr. I aI I ne will bring homc the King's Pnze (r0 111 
and that ultImate y 1ef ld Regiment and Oxford Stores. Bisley, to the honour 0 our 0 

L ardner holding the Co. mpa.ny Prize : a travelling Pte. L. J. b d 
clock, suitably mscn e . 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

HOW POHTSMOUTIl FACES THE COMIN G YEAR. 

" One door closes and another open ," your cheery opt imist 
is won t to declare. Portsmouth b lieves it , on the one condit ion 
lhat you see to the opening of th other door yourself. So far as 
the city is concerned- that n w city which has been raised to the 
civic grad of a Lord Mayoralty by an officialdom that obviously 
does not visualise the place as de adent- the new door is being 
pushed open with vigour. 

Th Navy has been red uced and the Dockyard with it. As 
lhe Ang 1 o( Peace unfolds her wings more and more over a war­
weary world, this r duction must go on apace. How then are 
Portsmouth 's quarter-of-a-mi llioll mouths to be fed? Well, ther 
is Southsea, an ideal easide resort, with matchless natural beauties­
lhe Isle of Wight as a background, to wit- supplemented by th 
urbanities of a city that knows how to cater for purchas rs and 
pleasure seekers, a Navy mart in personnel and mCltericll, and a 
hi nterland of rare delights radiating north , east and west. 

THE SOUTHSEA OF TO-DAY. 

Since the War Office loosed the jealous hand it had kept on 
Southsea Common and sold a large portion of it to the Corporation, 
lhe freedom of action thus ensured has not lain dormant. Gay 
fl ower-beds, attractive stone terracing, a delightful rock garden, 
a bandstand and many tennis courts a ttest the area of development 
that has set in. This great asset has been cl verly exploited. 

Motor traction has made the. roads into Portsmouth more 
important than ever, and here again the civic fathers are ri ing 
lo the occasion. In the last decade the highways giving access to 
lhe city have been improved and added to out o( all knowledge, 
and they would now indeed astoni h any Rip Van Winkle who 
ame back to look at them. The good work i still going on and 

Portsmouth will probably have an eastern road out before the year 
cnd. This road will of necessity tend to develop the ri ing uburb 
of Copnor and will give a fi llip to the u e of the spl ndi 1 
Corporation Golf Course and playing pitch s on the Great altern 
Estate. 

Meanwhile the older parts of Portsmouth are not being 
!leg] cted. In all respec ts the city, like J ohn Brown 's body, st ill 
goes marching on . Th roads in th re idential quarter are b ing 
r cond itioned at a co t of £100,000: the Fratton Road widening 
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scheme is to be brought to fruition thi year, the wid ning .of 
Kingston Road is to follow, and Portsea is to 10 e the last of It 
rookeries. 

The Southsea and Portsmouth of to-morrow bid fair 
quite a ensible bit of the J erusalem the poet longed to s 
in England's green and pleasant land. 

FOU R GREAT WEE KS. 

to b 
1 u il t 

The Salvation Army is proud , as it has a right to be, of hav ing 
furnished Portsmouth with its first Lord Mayor to 0 cupy thal 
po it ion for the full yeCl;r of his ~ivic .re ign . Councillor J. E: mit~l , 
J.P. , the Lord Mayor 111 questIOn , IS a m~n of 10.ng xpe~lenc .1Il 

public life who takes a high and broad-mll1ded VlCW of hi du tl 5 

a Chief Citizen. 

Portsmouth " Weeks" have been such a success of la ie years 
d uring the height of the Southsea sea on tha.t the Lord . Mayor is 
bent on continuing and x t nding th e practice of holcltng them. 
There will be a Navy W ek again thi year, of course; the fieetmen 
will see to tha t , for the term wh n they act as hosts to the pub lic 
fo r a con ideration brings in more and more money to the coffers of 
Naval Charities every year. Last eason the Yleld a t th th r c 
hom ports was over £rI ,OOO, of which Port mouth ra ised more 
t han half, and is the outcom of over 90,000 persons pay ll1g to be 
shewn over our floa ting wonders 0-[ defence. 

To Navy We k, the Lord Mayor would fa in . ee thre civic 
weeks added : a Charles Dickens' Week, a hildren's Week, and 
a Civic elebra tion Week. Here is an August in pro pect offer il~g 
pecia l a tlrac tions to Southsea with which oth r a ide places Will 

fi nd it diffi cult indeed to vie. 

T HREE ONFE RENCES COMI NG. 

onference folk have discovered Southsea. Ther a r at 
least three big conferences coming to the city this year. Th e fi rst 
and biggest is the A.M .. of the Manchest r Unity of OddfeUow.s, 
which will bring about 1,300 visitors in th Spring. ~ext In 
importance numerically will be the conferen e of tl~ Institute of 
J ournalists in August. A chartered body of prof s IOna l men , ~hc 
In titute, which owns Mr. H. A. Gwynne, Editor of the Morn~Jlr: 
P ost, as its President this year, will be respon si~le for a l: .y thlng 
from 300 to 500 visitors, and among them the leading prac tlt lOn rs 
of publicity . 
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These good folk when they ome will find for th emselves tha t 
Por tsm~uth and ~outhsea are something fa r other than a dir ty 
dockyard town With a s tretch . of beach a t one end . When they 
have once c~me to the place 111 confe:ence, ~hey are qLiit likely 
,l :) cO.m agam ?n a pu.rely personal VISit, bnnglng their families . 
I hi IS South ea s. expen ence of the Oll tcom of pr vious conf r nces 

and so the more It get of them the better. 

PORTLAND HOTEL. 

X mas Greetings from an old client of the" Portland Hotel. " :_ 

" To goo~ old ' JimmJ: ' and aJl those of the Old Brigade who 
do stlll quaff theIr ale in ' Ye Portland.' 

When weary I a re, 
I takes my cigar, 
And a the smoke rise , 
Up to my eyeses, 
I thinks of ' Ye Portland' 
And , oh, how I ighses I ,', 

heerio, G.E. W. 

A commen t on the triumph of mind over matter :_ 

There was a fa ith heal r of Deal 
Who said : " Although pain i n' t' real, 
If [ sit on a pin , 
A n~~t puncture .. my skin , 
I dtsltke wha t I fancy I f el. " 

A q uatt:a in on a Scotsman's grav 

H re lie I Martin Elginbrodde, 
Ha'e m fCY 0' my soul, Lord Goel , 
As I wad do, were I Lord God , 
And ye w re Mart in Elginbrodd . 

W()KTNG. 

, ' Iub li~ has beer~ parti ula rly ac tive in thi a r a for the pa t 
f~ w weeks, 10 conn ctlOn with hn tmas and New Year fun ction . 

, Walton Comrade' lub held their Annua l Childr n 's Pa rty on 
~tl1rday~ 29th . ~)ecemb r, a t whi h about 150 children were 

IHcsent, 10 addltton to a nwnber of helpers including th om­
Illltt e. After an exce l! n t tea , th company wa entertained by 
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Mr. Ernest Goddard with his" Marionettes." This was followed 
later in the evening by a performance given by Mr. Fred Johnson's 
Concert Party, " The Impromptues." Crackers contai.ning pal r 
hats and other novelties add d greatly to the fun. A Jolly pa.rty, 
an entertainment bright and novel in character, and reflecting 
considerable credit upon tho e responsible for the arrangements. 

The Hersham omrades' ocial Club held their AnnucU 
hildrenis Party on the same day .. About 150 ch.ildren attended 

during the afternoon, and, {olloWlJ1g an entertalllment by the 
" Impromptu Concert Party,". ~at down to an exce~ent tea at 
which Mrs. W. R yman and a willing band of helpers assl~ted. Mr., 
Mrs. and Miss Robin on subseq uently pres nted the pnze to the 
children who were successful in the various competitions. The 

Jub room was delightfully decorated and there was every evidence 
that the children had had a right royal time. 

The Waking Working Men's Club held their ~nnual oncert 
on ew Year's Eve, a t which Mr. A. Bennett preSided , support d 
by Mr. E. Buckmaster ( hairman of the Committee). 

In a few opening remarks, Mr. Ben~ett said ~h~y: were all 
conscious of the shadow cast over the Chnstmas festiVIties by the 
King's illness, and the thoughts and very real s~ml?athie~ of all 
present were with Hi Maj esty and the Royal Family m th Ir great 
anxiety. He said they could c.ongrat~late t~1emselves that the 
year just closing had been a penod of mdustnal peace, and there 
was abundant evidence that a spirit of co-operati0fl: and g?od~ll 
had manifested itself thoroughout all branches of mdustnal hfe. 
H e felt that 1929 could be looked forward to with quiet confidence. 

A fine musical programme followed, under the direction . of 
Mr. R. H. Squire, of London, and during the i~lterval a c~llec~lOn 
was made on behalf of the lub's Benevolent Fund , result111g In a 
very satisfactory sum being recorded. Before leaving to c~tch 
their train for London, Mr. E. Buckmaster thanked the a rtlstes 
for their ervices, and also all those who had contribute 1 to. the 
success of the evening including the Ent.ertainment C~r~l1mttec 
under Mr. T. Baleham, who were responsible for organlsl11g the 
event. In accordance with a time-honoured custom" Auld Lang 
Sync" was sung as a concluding item. 

The West Byfleet Ex- ervice Men's Concert Hall pr~sente(.l a 
very animated scene on Friday, 4th January , the occasl.on b 111g 
the Annual Ch ildren's f arty of the West Byfleet SOCIal Inb. 
After the usual tea, Mr. Mathis (Junr.) kindly obliged at the pIano 
during community singing, which was quite a feature of lhe 
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even!ng.and obviously much enjoyed by the children. Mr. Ben nett 
~~s I~vlted to address th~ gathering, an.d? after paying a deserving 
tnbute to those responsible for orgamsl11g th e event , sa id how 
pleased they all were to have with them that evening Mr. J. 
Atfield (Pr~sldent ~f the Club). Mr. Atfield had reached a wonderful 
age. but stI!l. c.on tmued to closely indentify himself with all the 
vano~s ~ctlvltJes connected with the Club. The children joined 
heartily In the applause which followed. 

The remainder of .the evening was spent in harmony provided 
by Mr. and M.rs. Flemmg, Mr. Higginson and Mr. Lee's jazz band . 
Mr. H. G. Mlsselbrook was untiring in his efforts to ensure the 
suc~e s of the fu.nction, an 1. Mr. E. E . Simonds carried out his 
dutIes :,ery c r~dltably as "Father Christma." Before leaving 
each ch lId rece ived a presen t accord mg to hiS or her age. 

Woking was honoured by being selected for the Annual 
Conf rence of the Surrey Council of the British Legion, which wa 
held h re on the 5th J anuary, and a t which Major G. E. ohen 
(~ou~ty Chalfl!lan) presided. The hairman of the Woking Urban 
DlstllCt ou.ncd (Mr. A .. l~ oord, J.P.) welcomed the delegate and , 
after ~p. akmg . 111 prat 'e of the great objects and aims of 
Lhe Bntlsl~ LegIOn, gave some very interesting lctails connected 
With .the hIstory of the town in whi h they had met that afternoon. 
Wolong, h said, was somewhat unique because it was not a con­
gested town , but . rather a town of villages extending for about six 
mIles across, andUl fact th ere was only one larger parish in England. 

The bu~in ess of the Confrence having been concluded , th 
comp~ny adjourned to the Headquarters of the Woking Branch 
at wJllch an excellent concert had b en arranged. 

lBl~ALT A l~ . 

" hristmas come but once a year," so says the good old 
song, closely followed by New Y ar, and, without doubt the fes tive 
season 's fes tivities increa ~ a .Father Time piles up' the score. 
Oh ,. my. ~oor .muddled ~rall1 , says the Gibraltar scribe, after such 
a time I.t s fnghtfu ~y dl~cult to collec t onc's scattered thoughts 
to contnbute OLlr little. bit to the famous little monthly journa l, 
b~lt w must do. somethIng or the wra th of the Editor wiU be upon 
~s . Although m a small colony, three miles by three-q uarter , we 

11 lhe [ ock have had a r al goo I time; the weather has behaved 
wonderfully. All hav · b en unanimous that the hristma of 
1928 and the entry of 1929 ha be n a r cord. (What say you, 
Mr. ottr U. Was" biz " up to your expecta tions? ) 
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ow we look forwa rd to the annual v isit o[ th Atlanti Fie t ; 
they a rrive a bout th end of J anuary a nd a I" witl~ u until the 
beginning of April, when w hope to rell e~ olel a~ql1 all1t~n s, ma kl' 
n w, and gell rally have a good time. ll.le pnng Crul s ma k , a 
cl ligh tful hang to us on t.h l.{ock and I ~ ~g 'rly looked forwa rd 
to. 0 ia l ev nts a re multItu 11I10us and 1t lS with a h avy hearl 
and a d p sigh th a t we wa tch th la t ship p~ ing round T~ri la 
Point on the hom wa rd journey. We hope to glve you. th van ous 
n w of th Fleet in our April i u . We did not contnbute to the 
J anua ry new and may w , although somewha t la te, wish a ll " A 
Ha ppy and V ry uc e ful I 929." 

Ha ve yo u hear I thi one:-

An Aberdonian a nd his good lady when visiting London 
call d a t a Strand r ta unint for lunch . They sat a t a ta bl '[01' 

two a nd lunch was se rve I. Our frien 1 from the la nd 0' th h a tl)'r 
soon got th knif and f rk moving and et a bout hi~ lun h il~ a v ry 
bu iness- like fashion , but the lady a t qUIt motwnl s wlth th 
foo 1 in front of her. Th wait I' wa rather p rturb cl a nd aid : 
" E xcu e me, Macl am , i n' t the fooel to your liking, could 1 get 
you anoth r cli h ? " h r eplied : .. " Dinna ye wony,. lad ,., th.e 
food is a' ri ht the noo, b ut 1 a m walt ll1g for J ock tae fInl h WI hl5 
teeth. " 

" And so you want another day off Jones ; what is it thi s time, 
bury your grandmother?" 

"No, Sir, I want to see her swim the channel." 
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HYTHE. 

As each month comes. al~~lg and the time a pproaches for u 
la p ick up our p n to wnt Notes from H ythe" w a r mos t 
limes in a qua nda ry to know how we shaH fill a page or two of our 
exce ll ent Magazine. Owing t o th high s tandard of other COll ­
tri?utors we a re a t O L~t wits' nd to find something int res ting to 
wnl a bout. S m thl11g usua lly crops up a t the la t minute to 
help us out o f our diffi culty, howev 1' , and w go on smiling for 
another month . 

Th F oo tball lu b ha play 1 only one ma tch a nd th 
Optimists ha v been ly ing l?w, giving us nothing to report beyond 
th fac t th a t th ey promise us a g reat urpri e on their next 
aPI earan e in public. No one buy . . a car ven th e days 0 our 
dim ulty can be ea ily imagin ~d . Help ha come from a 'qua rter 
least xp ct d , however; how It all sta rted we do not know, but 
who wOLlll ha ve thought that th e hannel swimmer would have 
come to our as ista nce a t this time of the year. It ma k s us 
sh udder to think abo~t it. It apl ear ~hat a n offic r of high 
cl gree, who doe not like th e rockl11g motIOn of a boat se t up by 
a rough ea, happ ned to m et one of our swimmer a t his Club 
and imm dia t ly ra iled a t him for di turbing the hannel during 
lh? pa t summ r, ma king it impo. sibl for him to put off. One 
thing ~ed to another,.and , lea!"ning t.h at the wimmers k~ep fit during 
the WI1~ ter l?y walklJ1!5, h lmm dLat ly cha llenged him , not to a 
!'ace With hllTISelf, bel11g no a thJ t , but against time. Th race 
IS that our fri ncl hould walk 5 miles in an houl', from Dy mchurch 
to Hy the. We unel rsta ncl th a t imm ns sum have b en wage red 
011 t~ e. r LIlt . Th veteran of th Sports Club was roped in at 
the hl1l h a nd wa challenged to omplete 5 ~ mil s in the hour. 
We think this was only done to ba la nce matt "r a the challeng rs 
~(' It nervous about 10 ing th ir money a nd , by getting the old man 
In on an almo t impossibl t a k, they will win back on the swing 
what they 10 e on the roundabout . The race has to tak plac 
at an arly dat , wea ther permi tting, 0 th a t by the time the e 
li ne a pp ar in print fortunes will ha v b en won and los t. May 
lhe best men win . 

'Ehe e little affa irs do much to pass away the winter month .. 
On J" bruary ISt , the Directors are giving the Annual Party to 
~hc wives and children o ( all the mploye s, and the taff Dinner 
IS already b ing talked about . With reference to the latter, w 
hope Tom mith is going into s trict training as hi ervices will 
b required thi year earlier in the evening. 

ome months back , w men tionecl in our note tha t a po t­
c~rd posted in Folkestone had taken several years to tra vel a 
clIslance of a bout tw lve mil , but we mus t give credit wh r 
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credit is due. Wc hay just been handed an envelope addressed 
to a member of our taff as follows: C/o Messrs. Mackeson & Co., 
Ltd., The Brewery, H ythe, Cornwall. This was delivered here 
within twenty-four hours of posting. The Post Office people of 
Cornwall must be congra tula ted on being very smart for knowi ng 
tha t that particula r gentleman was engaged with Mackeson's of 
Hythe, Kent . 

There are few fun ctions of any importance in H y the and 
district but wha t the assistance of Mackeson's is sought. Those 
who run Church Bazaars, Sales of Work , Tea Parties, Whist Drives, 
Cricket Ma tche , etc., a ll come to the Brewery for the loan of 
tables, forms, count rs, tents and everything imaginable under the 
sun . We were not aware, however, until we saw th pictu re 
in the local press that w were called upon to assi st a t the lcdication 
of the bells in the Parish Church , after recas ting, by Bishop Knight. 
We are told tha t the sacks were used to keep out the draught, anci 
we hope that they answered the purpose. We also hope that all 
who took part in the ceremony took in a draught of wha t H ythe is 
famous for after th event. A draught of tha t inside keeps out 
a ll other and unplea ant draughts. 

Assisting at dedication 01 bells . On the lelt is Mr G . L . Mackeson 
and on the right the Rev. Chaste! de Boinvill.e 
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FOOTBALL . 

The only &,ame played by the Brewery XI. d uring th e pas t 
mont h was agalllst Lympne, a t Lympn e, the Brewery winning by 
3-1 . It w~s a good. and keenly-contes ted game, McCann , Hy mers 
~nd j ohnl1lngs r:ettmg the ba ll for us. The result of this game 
Ii f~s as well up In the league table and we have strong hope of 
finlshll1g somewher near the top a t the end of th e season. 

At the conclusion of the tes t ma tch which a sured the retention 
of the Ashes to E ngland for a furth er period. the following cablegram 
was en t to Mr. Chapman :-

" Chapman, Cricktoone, M lbourne. 

Heartiest congra tula tions on mos t wonderful victories. 
Must win next two. All at B rewery highly delighted ." 

T H E TAMAR BRE WE H.Y, DE VO PORT. 

The departure of the Atlantic Fleet , a fter Christmas leave has 
been one of the ev nts of th e month just ended. ' 

We w re favo ured wi th the supply of some of their favouri te 
~e verag?, to ~,ny of it~ Mes e duri.ng th eir stay, and had a rare 
lun on .B . . and Mtlk Stout dUring th stocking-ul period for 
the presen t cruIse. 

Somehow, D vonport eems a sadly d iffe rent place when " our" 
Fleet i out. 

. Tho~ who a r? responsi,?l . for the guarding of our t ight li tt le 
Island a le full y a ll v to their Job, and hold their heritage a dear 
a,s we, who from day to day watch them from near or fa r , do. 
1 h 'y know th at duty alway omes fi r t. Leave is bu t a re pite. 

We, nev rthel.ess, miss them. and their breezy way. Th 
tang of the sea aIr pervades th eir every word and action, and 
whether, as men of Brum, they fra ternise a t the" Brown Bear " 
or whether , as men of th Emerald 1 le they look in a t " J en:y 
Hanley's," the " Barley Sheaf," and tl~e" hester Cup" or a 
;omerset men eaU for a cha t a t the" wan ," they a re ail of th 
al11.e type. We look forward to the day when J ack comes h me 

again. 



THE Hop L EAF GAZETTE. 

This particular bit of Devon appears to be a selected spot 
from time to time for the unexpected " popping up" of a li ttl 
a rch-imp of mischief, who, ' tis said, is the cause of most , if not all , 
of the luck, both good and ill, which men meet with in this world. 

At any ra te, he again appeared during the early days of 1929 
in our midst, causing several of our Staff to hurriedly seek that 
well-known " House Surgeon," who so dexterously uses up the 
contents of the first-aid box to all and sundry amid the crash of 
falling bottles and the noise of whirling wheels. 

Luckily only one of his (the imp's) selected victims was unable 
to carry on-Wo R. Lang, who was not quite agile enough to get 
his foot from underneath a pair of unruly skids. We hope that 
by the time he can read these lines he will be amongst us again 
quite fit. Skids are exceptionally useful in their place. Otherwi e 
they are particularly dangerous, and certainly not worth arguing 
with. 

THE" SEALE Y " CUP. 

After a keen and interesting struggle for the Billiards Trophy, 
so generously given by one of our Staff , Mr. W. G. Sealey, we are 
now able to give the final placings. 

All entrants started from " scra tch " and the three players at 
the top of the ladder, when the last game ended, were :-

N ame. Played. Won. Lost. For. A «ainsl. 
] . H . Law 18 L8 0 1,800 1,0+ [ 
E . W ebber 18 IS 3 1,733 1, 133 
R. Mills 18 14 4 1,734 1.2 23 

We pay tribute to the whole of the competitors for the ready 
way they responded to the gift of the donor, who, sad to relate, 
nearly fell off the bottom rung of the ladder. He is, however, 
studying hard and will do better next time we have no doubt . 

The games were arranged and carried out during the Summer 
and Autumn Sessions, and the Social Club materially benefited 
financially through the interest which these games gave to all its 
members. 

THE Hop L EAF GAZETTE. 

" OH! LISTEN TO THE BA ND ." 

" We love to hear the Brass Band 
It thrills us, maids and men '. 

There's Silver Band , and Bands 'of Hope, 
And other Bands, ye ken. 

There's wives th at love their hus-Bands 
They harmonise righ t well; , 

l~ or me, the best Band in the land 
Is the ' Gold Band ' Simonds sell. " 
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A n effort f rom our Poet La~treate on " I n." 

L1 FE . 

. Man .com~s into this world without hi consent , and leaves it 
aga.ll1st hIS WI~. On earth he is misjudged and misunderstood. 
In l.nfancy, he IS an angel ; in . boyhood , h~ is a devil ; in manhood, 
he IS a fool. . If. he has a WIfe and famIly, he is a chump ; if a 
bachelor, h~ IS I11human. If he enters a public-house, he is a 
drunkard ; If . he ~ tops. ou.t, he i a miser. If he i a poor ma n, 
he has no bra.1I1s; If 1.le IS n ch, he has had all the luck in the world. 
Ii he h~s bralT~ , he IS co~sjd e ~ed smart but dishonest. If he go s 
to Chu,.ch, he IS a l:ypocnte ; If he tays away, he is a sinful man. 
~f h~ gives to chanty, it is for ad vertisement ; if he does not, he 
IS st1l1gy and mean. 

When he comes into the world , everybody wants to kiss him; 
before he goes out, everybody wants to kick him. 

. If he dies young, there wa a great future before him ; if he 
hve to a ripe old age, very body hopes he ha made a will. 

Li re is a funny proposition! 

NE WBURY. 

Our .Annual Thrift Club Dinn r wa held on the 4th January, 
and w~~ 111 ~very way, a compl te success. This year it took place 
at the White Hart Hotel, and all praise is due both to Mr. and 
Mrs. Butt for the success ?f the evening. The catering and comfort 
was all th~t could be deSired and for all the good things provided 
It was pla1l11y shewn that the price per head had been complet ly 
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ignored and they wer out to give our Staff and Employees a .real 
good time, thi once again going to show the happy bus1l1ess relatlOns 
tha t exi t amongst th ompany' Tenants, Staff and Employees 
in the Newbury area. 

The Secretary of the ompany (Mr. W. H. Burton) occupi cl 
the Chair and was upport d by a party from our Estates Office, 
Read ing, including apt. A. S. Dr we. After the Loyal To~st had 
been honoured, the ha irman, in a few well-spoken words, saId how 
essen tial it was that everyone prcsen t should give of their b st in 
their respective jobs if we were to keep, a we termed it, "the 

ewbury end up," and paid hearty tribute to the Firm' g nero ity 
and personal interest in each employee whose privil ge it was to 
erve their Company and which the speaker felt sure could only 

promote mutual und r tanding and loyalty. He then submitt cl 
the Toa t of the Evening, namely:-

" The uccess and prosperity of th parent Company, 
Messrs. H . & G. imonds Ltd., to whom all present were so 
proud to belong." 

N edless to say th Toast was v ry cordially and nthusiastically 
r c ived. Capt. Drewe then followed with an inter sting account 
of the wonders the l~ i rm had achieved in the Bottling D partmen t, 
and of the ingenious and up-to-date machines now installed at 
Reading, necessitated by the enormous increase in the sal of our 
brands of bottled beers, due, no doubt, to the l110d -rn method of 
manufacture, and the peaker was very enlightening on th xtcn­
sions and alterations now nearing completion at the London and 
Tamar Branche . 

Later the Chairman propo ed the only oth r toast of the 
evening, namely, the" outh Berk Brewery Thrift lub," coupling 
with ame the name of Mr. H . H . tevens, ancl a ked the Olll ­

pany present to show in the usual way their apprecia tion an? ?~st 
thanks to him for having und rtaken the work and responslblltty 
of looking after the lub's ' books and fund s luring the past year 
and to whom all the cre lit was due for the Club's past successful 
y ar. Mr. Steven suitably respdnded , assurir~g those present that 
he was only too pleased to carry on the dutIes an? t~at h ~ was 
amply rewarded by seeing how everyone was enJoymg huns If 
that evening. 

A musical programme followed and the talent forthcomin g ~a 
quite a pleasing surprise to all, amongst those contributing belllg 
our worthy host of the" Hare and Hound ," Speen (Mr. W . . G. 
Taylor) , who was a star turn and kept us in roars of laugh ter wIth 
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his humorous songs and monologues. Other vocalists in luded 
Mr. Pearce of the" Red House," Twy ford , who amus d us with 
cornet solos an l songs accompanied by the ukelele banjo. These 
were much appreciated. Messrs. . B. ox, A. Minchin , W. Hester 
and " Darkey" a lso contribute l to the programme, the accom­
panist being Mr. Lawrence. 

The end came all too soon and wi th a vote of than ks to the 
Chairman, given with musical honours, and the singing of " Auld 
Lang yne," all joining hands, concluded a mos t en joyable evening. 

.B.B. 

-
Hrudlcy lit SOli. Ltd . . .. The Crown prc ..... Cn>ton Street. Ue lld ln~ . 



Mine's an 

s. B. 
What's yours? 

Same as . Before. 
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