




































THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE . 

human nature was the same everywh r . Those who di.d not travel 
thought that foreigners w re strange p opl . There were so many 
peopl in this country who thought tha t. 

On of the things for which w had to be thankful for was tha l 
they had a Prime Minister who, in hi youth , had travelled about 
the world. He had s en foreign p ople and knew tha t those p opl ' 
had the same feelings and the same lov for peace as others. Th re 
was one thing they must aJl remember. Und rstanding was the 
seed from which sprung the tr of p ac , and th fruit of tha t tr 
was prosperity . 

The re ponsc to th toas t was made by the secreta ry, Mr. 
N uccoll, who said tha t during th past twelve months the branch 
had made wonderful strid s. At the la t annual dinner th y had 
82, but since then they had grown till now they w re 208 strong. 
Judging by the way new memb rs were coming in, by the end of 
this half year they would have over 300 memb rs. onsidering, 
however, he continued, tha t Reading was second only to South­
ampton in recruiting for th Navy th r was no r ason why their 
branch should not be the biggest in th associa tion . 

ommander . H. Vad ey propos d " The Sister ervices, th ' 
RN .R, RN.V.R and the RN .A.S.V.R ," aptain J. R Henst ad 
replying. 

NOW- AND THEN! 

AN INTERESTING JOURNEY ON FOOT. 

THE MERRY MAIDENS, THE BLACI{ BOY, Til E MAGPIE AND PARROT, 
BAR BILLIARDS, AND ALL THAT. 

If we could put the hands of the clock back for thirty y a r ' , 
and th n find ourselves a t the Grea t W stern Railway Sta tion at 
Reading, with a journey to Arborfi Id in front of us, how cli(ferent 
would we find things from what they are a t the pr s nt day. I 
rem mb r a morning just about so many years ago wh en I found 
my wife and mys,1f in th above predicament. 

No Thames ValJ ey buses in thos days, t ax is f w and out of 
reach of my po ket ; nothing for it except Shank 's pony or a ride 
in a horse-drawn carri rs' wagon, wh rein for th sum of sixp nce 
C.I .F. on might find on s If nsconced on a bag of flour, or a flitch 
of bacon maybe, ready to set out on the p rilous journey. into the 
hinterland of Berkshire. 

onsigning my better half to th ca rrier's wagon , and having 
seen her provision d and wat red for the journey, I set out on foot 
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and aft I' passing through the principal streets of the town and 
climbing Kendrick Hill, found myself practically free of Reading, 
with a nice walk to Arborfield ah ad. 

Th 'r was no Ribbon Dev lopment th n, no Shinfield Housing 
Esta t eith r, and 1 had nothing to keep me company but wha t 
seemed an int rminable line of black iron fencing which carried on 
for nearly two miles. But wha t i this I am approaching s t at a 
road junction ? A house of call admirably placed for the needs 
of trav Ilers and bearing the uncommon name of the MERRY 
MAJDENS. Worth whil investigating this, 1 thought as I entered, 
bll t if m rry maid ns in till life and virtuous pose were prominent 
outsid , I was discouraged to find none within. However, a cheery 
gree ting from the host, and a glass of Simonds' best ale, helped to 
overcom my disappointm nt and I set out refreshed against the 
nex t stag of my jOUfl1 y. Here I would like to say c'n passant 
that thes self same m rry maid ' ns are more or less nocturnal 
birds, as 1 have since se n in la ter years, and on numerous occasions 
quite a goodly numb r of maidens (ahem !) ass mbled ther a ft er 
suns t. 

The fir t pa rt of my trek had b n uphill and against the collar, 
but having crested the ridge of tb Thames Valley a t the Maid ns, 
I found myself de cending toward the Loddon , through a pr tty 
countryside, well wooded on the west, with glorious views to the 
ast and south, where the finely timbered heights of Bear Wood 

and Parley Hill domina t the horizon. 

On thi stretch of the road and just about a mil from my 
first stop [ came upon the BLACK Boy I N N, another w ll-known 
iloll se of M ssrs. Simonds. The house i ideally situa t d near the 
roacl junctions of Cutbu h Lane and Brookers Hill, but a t the 
tim of which I write it was more isola t cl , with jut a farm , a 
smi thy and one or two houses round about. The Black Boy has 
not changed its character much sinc I first ntered it, except 
perhaps for the introduction of gas and a piped water supply. 
Th be r i.s also piped on the hydrosta tic principle, but may also 
be had drawn from th wood on reques t , Bear Wood, Whitley Wood 
and Spen rs Wood being all on tap I Ladies and g ntlemen over 
six fee t in heigllt are requested to mind their h ads on entering, 
and esp ' cially so when leaving, as a t the time this house was 
built , shortly after the Flood , ther was great conomy in the 
building trad throughout the cO\,lI1try and lofty ceilings were 
strictly taboo. . 

Leaving the Black Boy wh re he till tands (poor boy, he 
has be n out in aJl this cold weath r I) 1 s t out on the third pasm 
of my hitch hike and pro d d through Hollow Lane down to 
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School Green, where the road b ars round left (E) and carries 
on through flat lushy meaddws not much a bove river level. Here 
in this delectable spot some distance removed from the haunts 
of men stands anoth r old-fashioned roadhouse with the "Hop 
Leaf" sign, the MAGPIE AND PAlUWT, a veritabl house of rest 
for the weary traveller . No innovations are to be found here. 
No gas or electricity; lighti ng effects are by Messrs. AUaddin & Co. 
and the Standard Oil o. of N w York. What was considered 
good nough for the" Arabian Nights" was still consid red good 
enough for th Magpie and Parrot. However, help is at hand 
and in a short space of time they may be " all light" up with 
electricity. 

Mr. Frank Priest and his daughter, Miss Gladys, look after th 
welfare of travellers in this y'ar of grace 1939. This house of 
wide fireplaces, low ceilings and solid comfort will well repay a 
visit. I might mention that , for g nts only, there is a maze of 
ornamental brickwork to trav rse which is without qual in the 
South of England. 

After some refreshment h -rc, I pushed on over the bridges 
and within two hours of leaving Reading found myself breasting 
the slope leading to Arborfield Cross and at my journey's end. 
It would only be polit to m ntion for the benefit of our lady 
readers that some hours later my wii drove up in h r limousine, 
v ry disgruntled that she could not have accompanien me on my 
walk. Bnt, well, husbands will understand! 

BAR BILLIARDS. 

We have now reached the nc1 of our Bar Billiards Tournament, 
and the Black Boy team have won the First Division League 
championship with a score of 44 points (played 14 games, won 12, 
lost 2). 

Our first defeat was at th hand. of our old opponen'ts, the 
Magpie and Parrot, anoth r Shinfi Id team who take second place 
with 38t points, the Grenadier being third with 38 points. 

It is a source of satisfaction to the Black Boy players and 
supporters that th Magpie's team has done so well, for several 
of their players learned the first rudiments of the game, and 
received valuable coaching, on the Black Boy tabl'. Well done, 
th Maggi s. 

T.M. 
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PAGES 1 AILOR UNrFORIVI . 

AT A BEACONSF I ELD WEDlJlNG . 

Small pages dressed in the uniform of H .M.S. A'mphio'l/ were a 
feature of t il e wedding at Beaconsfiel.cI on Boxing Day of Mr. 

Mr. F. A. Cox and his bride. 
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Frederick AJbert OX, to Miss Dorothy Emma Ann Brown, eldest 
daught r of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Brown, of Malthous Square, 
Beaconsfield. The bridegroom was in naval uniform. 

Mr. Cox is the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Cox, of the 
White Blackbird Inn, LOlldwater. The wedding was conducted at 
the Bcaconsfield Parish hurch by the Rector (the Rev. R. F. R. 
Routh). 

Miss Brown made an attractive bride dres ed in a full-length 
gown of ivory satin with a beautiful train of Brussels lace. She 
wore the conventional veil with a wreath of orange blossom, and 
carried a shower bouqu t of white chrysanthemums and white 
heather. Her jewellery consisted of a crystal necklac and a gold 
wri t watch . 

Two sisters of the bride, Miss Marian Lavinia Brown and Miss 
Freda Ruby Brown, were the bridesmaids, and the two pages wer 
Patrick Webber, the bride's cousin, and Francis Wright, a friend . 
Carrying gold cushions, the two boys were dress d in the uniform of 
H.M.S. Amphion., the flagship of the South Africa Station, from which 
the bridegroom obtained leave after two year 's rvic in South 

The Bridal P arty. 
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African waters. The bridesmaids wore red velvet gowns with gold 
girdles and gold Juliet caps, carrying bouquets of gold chrysan­
themums. They also wore gold chain n cklets with a red p ndant 
given them by the bridegroom. 

The bride's moth r wore a brown marocain dress with coat and 
hat to match, and Mrs. Cox wor a blu dress with blu hat and 
coat. 

The blide's father gave her away, and after the ceremony more 
than seventy guests attended the r c ption which was held at the 
Old Rectory at Beaconsfield. Mr. J. W. Cox, the bridegroom's 
elder brother, was best man. His father, the licensee of the White 
Blackbird, was also present. The bridegroom, in choosing th Navy 
for a career, is carrying on a tradition of service to the country, for 
his father was form rly Q/M-S rgt. of the Royal Engineers, and his 
brother, best man, is a sergeant of the Royal Bucks Hussars 
Yeomanry. 

Mr. Cox, while serving on the South African Station regularly 
had THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE sent to him by his father. This was 
rag rly looked forward to each month by a great number of the 
crew of H.M.S. A mphion. It was handed round and fini shed up 
" well thumbed." 

SIMONDS 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE. 

He had come home very la te ind cd, and stumbling upstairs, 
he encoun t red Mrs. T hwackum , who was on the look out for her 
husband . Without asking for any explana tions, she fell on him 
with the rolling-pin and administ red h avy punishment. 

Then uddenly she reali ecl her mi take. "G racious mc," sb 
exclaimed, " it's Mr. Henpeck- the tenant on the floor above ! I 
really am v ry sorry ." 

" So am I ," murmured th wretched Henpeck, " sp cially as 
I shall hav to go through it all aga in in a moment. " 

* * * * 
The regiment was trekking through t he desert : it was arid 

and parched and not a drop of wa ter was to b found . One recru it 
sat sadly on a stone, his head in his hands. 

SEHGEANT : "What 's the ma tt I' with him ? " 
PRIVATE: " Home sickn ss." 

ERGEANT : " Wc've a ll go t that." 
PRIVATE: " Yes, but his is worse than for most of us- his 

fa ther keep' a pub! " 

* * * * 
The two travellers had wandered far from civilisation and had 

falJ n into the hands of a avage chief. The day following their 
capture the chief ord red them to go out and gather fruit. 

The first returned, bearing a p lentiful supply of grapes. 
The chief commandd him to swallow them whol . 
The travelJer burst into laughter , and the chief demanded to 

know the reason . 
"Sorry," apologis d the prison r. "I was ju t thinking of 

m):' pal. He's bringing coconuts. " 

* * * 
" I've worked for the same boss twenty-three years I " 
" I can beat that- it's my ilver wedding nex t we k I " 

* * * * 
" It looks like a storm . You had b tter stay to dinn r." 
" Oh, thanks. But it 's hard ly threat ning enough for tha t. " 

* * * * 
VISITOR : " What nice furniture." 
LITTLE JACK : " Yes, I think the man wc bought it from is 

orry now he sold it ; he's always calling." 
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The passer-by stopped and look d a t the man struggling vainly 
with his broken-down car. 

"Excus me," said the stranger , " but perhaps 1 can help you . 
There are one or two things I can tell you about your mak of car." 

The owner straightened himself up and looked at th other. 
" Please k ep them to yourself, old chap," he remarked warmly, 

wi th a g,l,ance towards the occupants of the car. " Th re are ladies 
present . 

* * * * 
" You 're looking bad, old man. What' s the trouble? " 
" Domestic." 
" But you always said your wife was a pearl. " 
" So she is. It's the mother-of-pearl tha t's the trouble." 

* * * * 
" My wife says she'll leave me unless I give up golf." 
" Good lord- that' s awkward! " 
"Yes, I shall miss her." 

* * * * 
GEORGE : " What was the worst storm you ever encountered ? " 
WILLIAM : " Oh , it raged at about two hundred and eighty 

words a minute." 

* * * * 
" And now, doctor, that I've told you I am going to marry 

Anne, there's one thing I want to get off my chest ." 
"You just t ell me about it, my boy." 
" A tattooed heart with Mab I on it. " 

* * * * 
" Ah ha ! " said the Customs offic r, finding a bottle of whisky, 

.. I thought you said there were only old clothes in this trunk? " 
" Yeah, tha t's my night cap." 

* * * * 
A man bought a parrot and tried to teach him to talk . Going 

over to tll bird , he r p a ted for s veral minutes the words, " H 110, 
helJ o. " 

At the nd of the 1 S50n the parrot open d on ye and answered 
drowsily, " Number's engaged." 

• * * * 
The modern bus, says a writer, can pull up within a few f et. 

But not, of course, if you ignal to it . 
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How can onc g t rid of gard n pests? asks a COLT spond nt. 
Just r fuse point-blank, to lend th m a darn cl thing. 

'" '" '" '" 
" Ye , I would marry your sist r Elsie but, to b frank, sit 

is too stupid ." 
" r quite und rstand- you ne d a wif who ha int llig n c 

enough for two." 

'" '" ... ... 
SHE; " Henry, dear, we've b en going toge ther now for mor(' 

than ten years. Don ' t you think we ought to get marri d ? " 
I-IJ;; ; " Yes, you' re right- but who'll have us? " 

... ... ... '" 
The quack was selling a tonic which he declar d would mak ' 

men live to a great age. 
" Look at m ," he d cla red . " Hale and It arty, and I'm over 

300 years old." 
" Is he really that old ?" asked a listen r of the youthful 

a sistant . 
" I can' t say," replied the assi tant. " I' v only work d for 

him 100 yea rs. " 
... ... ... '" 

SMALL Boy ; " P a, what i discretion ?" 
PA ; " It 's something, son, that comes to a person after he's 

too old for it to do him any good ." 

'" ... '" '" 
Mr. Smith cam down to breakfast in a very bad temp r. 
" It 's no good I "h torm d at his wife. " I'm going to give 

tha t new chauffeur notice. That's twice h 's nearly killed me." 
" Oh , darling," said his wif , " couldn't you giv him anoth r 

chance? " 

'" '" '" '" 
A little boy was ta ken to London for the first time. After 

being shown some of the sights , he expressed a wish to se the 
"Thames Station. " " Don' t b silly ," said his moth 1', "there's 
no such place." " Oh , yes , there is," persisted the child . "I say, 
every night in my prayers I And I ad us not into Thames ta tion.' ' 

'" '" '" H re come the troops. Wh re's Aunty? " 
" he' upstairs, waving her hair." 
" Goodness, can't we afford a flag ? .. 
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A doctor told a negro patient to take equal amounts of whiskey 
and hon y for a " hurtin' in the chest." 

A w ek later he met him in the street and asked him how he 
was getting on with the medicine. 

The negro replied: " I'se gettin' along fin, doc. , but I be two 
days b hind on de honey." 

... ... ... '" ANNOUN CER ; "The 'orches tra will now play together. " 
VOl E ; "It's about time they did ." 

... ... ... ... 
" What is the chief river of Egypt ? " 
" The Nil ," answered Rebecca, brightly . 
"That' s right ," said the t acher. "And what ar its 

tri bu tari s? " 
" The juv niles," answ red R b cca. 

... ... '" '" 
WIFE; " It 's the furnitur p ople com for the piano. " 
H USBA ND; " But I gav you the mon y for the n xt instal-

mcnt." . 

WIFE; " Y 5, I know, d a r ; bu t don' t say any thing. I 'm 
going to pay th In as soon as they get it downstairs, becaus I'v 
decid d to hav it in th sitting-l oom. " 

'" '" '" 
It was the rush hour a t th · railway sta tion. 
" Ov r the bridge for Brighton," shou ted Cl busy porter, 

loudly. .. Over the bridge for Brighton." 
An old lady tapped him on th arm . 
" Which i th train for Brighton, my man ? .. she ask cl . 
" Ov r th bridg for Brighton ," he r plied . 
.. But 1 have a tin ch t ," she an wered . 
Th port r 1 nched his t eth . 
1/ Madam," said he, " I don ' t care if you have a brass back , 

copp r legs, and iron fce t , it 's over th I ridge for Brighton I " 

'" ... '" '" 
DUMB ; .. 0 0 you know tha t cv nle n thousand twelv 

It undr d and eighty-two lephants wer used to mak billiard ball 
last year ? " 

DUMBEu : .. My, oh my, isn' t it wond dui tha t such big beasts 
can b taught such xacting work ? " 
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A well-dressed young man presented himself at a recruiting 
offic and expressed his wish to enlist in the Army. 

The sergeant in charge asked him the usual questions and duly 
entered the answers on his sheet. "Occupation?" he enquired . 

" Well," said the young man, " I hardly know what to say fo r 
that. You sce, my guv'nor died and left me a pot of money a year 
ago and I've just run through the lot. That's why I'm here." 

" I see," replied the sergeant, and sat thoughtfully biting his 
p nholder for a few minutes. Then a broad smile broke over his 
face, and he ent red in the n cessary column, " brass finisher." 

'" '" '" 
The workmen were removing paint from the top of th tower 

when the foreman called to th m from below. The paint r lean t 
over to listen and as he did so brought the full blast of the blow 
lamp against his mate's ear. The mate took no notice for a momen t 
and then said, " Somebody ain't 'alf talking about me, Alt." 

A chap who had b en out of work for some long time met a 
pal who said to him : " How are you getting on, Bill ?" To this 
Bill replied: " I'v got a job as a postman; it's better than walking 
round the houses." 

. A boy made an application to a football manager for a position 
as half-back. The manager replied : " You are too young. om 
and see me when you are old r." Some tim lat r he applied 
again, but the manag r said: " I told you you are not old enough. " 
The boy replied : "But I've seen the local team play and it has 
put years on me." 

'" '" '" 
The worried-looking man addr ssed the chemist. 
" I want some arsenic for my mother-in-law. " 
" H ave you a doctor's pr ·scription ? " asked th chemist. 

0, bu t here's a photograph of her." 

'" '" '" '" 
At a New Year's Ev dance the loca l doctor, a gay Lotha rio, 

most unpopular in the town, addressed a pretty girl: " Ah, I've 
caught you under the mistleto ." 

" No, doctor," repli d th girl, as she released h rs If from his 
embrace, "there's only on thing you'll ever have a chance of 
kissing me under. " 

" And what 's that ? " 
" An anaesthetic." 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE. 243 

The actor was t elling a confrere that he had go t a part upon a 
nov 1 finan cial arrangement. "The manager said," explained th 
actor , " that at th end of the we k I'd be paid whatev r they 
thought my services were worth, and wha t do you think I go t ? " 
His face redd ned with wra th as he xploded," Thirty bob." 

"But ," said his alleged fri end , maintaining a st raight face, 
d what was the extra quid for? " 

'" '" '" '" 
" Th dinn r was d liciou . You must have an old family 

cook." 
" Y s, ind ed, she's been wi th us ten or twelve meals ." 

A Cockn y went for a trip in an a roplane. When h 
down he said to the pi lot: " Thanks for them two rides." 

" But you'v only had one," replied the pilot. 

came 

" Listen to me," continu I th ockney, earnestly, "I'v 'ad 
two- the first and the larst." 

USTOMS OFFl ER : " What you r nam ? 11 

HINESE EMIGHANT :" neez " 
CUSTOMS OFFl ER : " I s that your r a l name? " 
CHINESE EMIGRANT: "No, me translate it to velly good 

English- Ah Choo, real name." 

'" '" '" 
After b ing dumb for ten years a man recovered his speech 

when run into by a motor-car, say. a n ws item. We und rstand 
that his opening remarks struck the motorist p echless. 

Ther is no thrill to rival that of pillion-ri ling, says a motor­
cyclist. 

In fact, it ma/~es ones whole being V1:brate. 

'" 
The stag manager was trying frantica lly to prev nt the 

stubborn, unfunny comedian from going in front of the curtains to 
tak his bow. 

" List n to them booing, " said the manager. 
" But th r 's some clapping among the booing," retorted th 

unperturb d comedian. 
"Yes," retorted the exasp rated man, "but that's for th 

booing." 
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BRANCHES. 

BRISTOL. 

By very gracious p rmission of the Marquess of Bath, K.G., 
the Thynne Coat of Arms, as here reproduced, is now proudly 
borne above the entrance to the Bath Arms Hot 1, heddar, thus 
linking up this most modern of our road houses, and its time­
honoured We sex association, from the early fourteenth century 
with the romantic pag of Som rs t 's history. ' 

. Ev n in fe udal times ~h . unchart d woodlands and greell 
h~lls h ld a deep-rooted fascmatlOn for th nobles of that age who, 
wIth th ir r tinu , came ariding with befitting pag antry through 
th leafy bowers and unspoiled ·solitud s of the M ndips, as hav 0 

many of l!1 brav .st and f~irest in our land of ev ry ag ; and as 
th?ugh st ilI conscIOus of Its roud heritage through th y ar , 
thIs r~re gen: o.f . old E ngland even to-day 11 ver fails to radiate 
tha t aIr of dlgl1lfled charm to a ll b hold rs- a s reil indiff ren ' 
to th march of time and th clamour of lif . 
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Gazing across, from the Bath Arms to the old market cross 
which st~ guards t~e junction of the WeUs-Axbridge-Bristol road, 
one can m fancy pIcture the colourful and ever-changing scenes 
which this famous highway has witnessed ; in a long procession of 
blue-.blo?ded gallants and their ladies who daily sought the warm 
hospItality of the old house, and rubbed shoulders under its rafters 
with their less favoured contemporari who also found comfort 
and good ch r within its walls. 

To preserve that road-comrad ship will be our earnest 
mdeavour, so that the new Bath Arms may in its fullest sen e 
live ~p to the .illustrious past, and with " Good Reason " may long 
contmue to give to lovely heddar, and to those who visit her, 
a standard of service worthy of its time-honoured name and the 
County of Somerset. 

DESClUPTlON-HERALDIC. 

(hield ... First and fourth quarters. Gold field with barry 
of t n. 

econd and third quarters. ilver field, red lion 
rampant. 

Dexter ... Reind er statant , collared sabl . 
Sinister... Lion rampant, tail nowed and er et, crest on a 

wreath of colour , " 1 have good r ason." 
Surmounted by coronet with reind er gorged.) 
Cast in solid bronze (and weighing 3t cwts.), with its colours 

in rich enamel, the oat of Arms is a delight to th eye, and a 
triumph for th d signing skill of Messrs. Gardiner, Sons & 0., 

Ltd., Bristol, whose chief sculptor, Mr. . 1~. Oakes, prepared the 
·pecial model in plasticine. Our deep appreciation to the ollege 
of Arms and to th Private ecretary to the Marques of Bath 
should also be record d for their help towards the accomplishment 
of th rare honour which has b n conferred upon this ancient , 
yet very mod rn , m mb r of the" Hop Leaf" family. 

PORT MOUTH. 

Group a pt. J. C. Russell, D.S .O., commanding the R.A .F. 
Station at Thorn y Island, has been promot I to Air om modore 
in the New Year List. inc th war h ltas served in India . H 
was mentioned in despatch s for operation in Waziri tan and in 
Palestine. He ha a l 0 commanded the R.A.F. Stations at Alder­
shot and Scampton . Air Commodore RL1 SS II played Rugby football 
for th R.A .F. for s vera) years and was captain of th team between 
1924 and 1930. 
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Fog obscured the view of relatives of the crew wh n H .M.S. 
B erwick, the IO,ooo-ton cruiser, sail d from Portsmouth for the 
W st Indies station, wh re sh is taking the place of the Apollo, 
which has been renam d Hobart and transf rred to the Royal 
Au stralian Navy. In March she j due to relieve the York as 
flagship of the Comm ander-in- hief (Vice-Admiral ir Sidney 
Meyrick , K. .B.). Last October the Berwick was commissioned 
a t Chatham, wh re she has und rgone ex tensive r pairs. h is 
commanded by apta in L. M. Palmer, D.S.O. 

The two English bowler , K. 1. Cros (the English singles 
champion) and his fa th -r , C. P . Cross, both memb rs of the osham 
Bowling Club, have been liminated from both the singles and 
pairs events in the New Zealand Bowls Championship. K. 1. Cross 
reached the last II in the singles. Father and son were partners 
in the pairs and surviv d th qualifying stages, but were beaten 
ln th competition proper . 

For the first time the Fleet Air Arm is to have a I pot and 
supply ship specially designed for the purpose and one of the oldesl 
names in the Royal Navy has been chos n for this vessel. he 
will be called H .M. . Unicorn, a name which has been in use for 
four centuries and has be n borne by t n earli r ships. The firsl 
Unicorn in the Royal Navy was built by the Scotch and captured 
from them off Leith by the fleet under Lord Lisle in 1544. She 
was sold in 1555 for £10. Th re wer two Unicorns a t th Armada. 
Th e last Unicorn was built II5 years ago and is still in service, 
for she is now serving as a driUship for the R.N. Volunteer Reserve. 
When th - new ship is completed the old will probably hide her 
identity und r the name of Unicorn n . 

From the Portsmouth E vening N ews " Daily Smile" : "The 
bus was crossing Westminster Bridge. 'Say, conductor,' called th 
American, looking over into the Thames, 'what do you call this 
str am here.' 'Darn it, ' replied the conductor, ' the radiator must 
be leaking I ' " 

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVON PORT. 

We have many advantages over watering places in various 
parts of the English coast and Paignton is the only one in England 
that can offer Big Game Hunting. A Leopard escaped from the 
Primley Zoological Gardens and was at liberty for two days. A 
number of sportsmen went after it and it was at last shot and the 
owner of the Zoo allowed Major S. A. Yorke, who" spotted" and 
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killed the Leopard , to retain the skin . Quite a unique trophy to 
own a skin of a Devonshire Leopard I 

Mr. F. Pr ' ston, the manag r of our Win Stores a t Bri xham, 
was presented with a gold wat h by t he Brixham onsti tutional 
Club on his resignation as Honorary S cr ta ry. H held this 
position for a great number of y a r and was mos t popular with 

Mr. Frank Preston. 

the l11emb rs of the Club and P arty. Mr. Prest@n gr -atly appreciates 
a letter h has received from Mr. harles WiIliams, the Member of 
Parliament for the TOI"quay Division , thanking him for his great 
help. 

Mr. Pres ton is also Hon . Tr asurer of the Brixham Amateur 
0 1 eratic and Dramatic Society . 

The Antony Farmers' Union annual dinner was held a t the 
Commercial Hotel, Millbrook, on the 13th January. Mr. R. G. 
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Paynter presided and made a most interesting speech. Among 
those present w re Sir John Carew Pole and Messrs. F. M. Jesty 
(Secretary, Cornwall Farmers' Union), R. Maddever, J. Rundle, 
F . Passmore, A. C. West, A. E. Lyne, H. Hutchings, A. Smith , 
S. T. Roseveare, F. Giles, W. J. Jolliffe, H. J. Haines, W. R. Sobey 
and the Rev . B. W. Benskin, Vicar of Antony. 

Mr. W. H . H . Mogridge is our t nant at the Crown & Anchor, 
Brixham, and w ar indebted to the Western Morning News Co., 
Ltd. , for their court sy in allowing us to print th following from 
the issue of the Western Morning News for the 14th January and 
for th loan of the photograph, especially taken by them :-

[Rep,i,,'cd by hilllt permission 0/1'Iu Weslem M om;"c Nnv. Co., Lld., Pt,ymollllt . 

Coxswain W. H . H. Mogridge. 
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" It is announced that th Royal National Lifeboa t InstiLution 
has awarded its s ilver m dal to oxswain W. H. H . Mogridge, of 
the Torbay Lifeboat , its thanks on vellum to each of t he s('ven 
rnemb rs of his crew, a money award of £3 8s. 6d. each to Coxswain 
and Cl' w, a lett r of thanks to th honorary secret ary , Mr. H . M. 
Smardon , and I tters of thanks to others. 

" The Institution 's awards have been made in connection with 
Lhe r scue of two men of the crabb r Channel Pride, of Dartmout h, 
on D cemb r 9th , 1938 . A gale was blowing, the crabber was 
dragging her anchors, and the lifeboat, guided by a beacon on the 
top of the cliffs, went alongside in the darkness and r sClled her 
two men, when the crabber was only 30 yards from the cliffs, with 
heavy s as br aking clean ov r h r. 

" Coxswain Mogridge has now won a medal for gallan try three 
ti mes. He was awarded the bronz medal in 1935 and a s cond­
service clasp to his bronz medal in 1937. On each occasion th (' 
members of his crew w r awarded th Institution's thanks on 
vellum. oxswain Mogridge's first award was grant din conn ction 
with a lif boat service to the Cherbourg trawler 5ata'~icle, when her 
skipper-owner was rescued, and th s cond medal award was in 
conn ction with th rescu of 54 m n from the Bri tish steamer 
English Trader at the entranc to Dartmouth harbour during a 
SE'V re south-south-east gale. 

" Th two fish ermen who were rescued are named C. Courtney, 
of Beesands, and A. Tuck r, of Dartmouth. After they wer 
r scu d th men were tak n to Brixham. The crew of the lifeboat 
were W. H . H. Mogridge ( oxswain) , W. Pillar (Second ox swain) 
R. T. Harris (motor mechanic). E. Lamswood (assistant mechanic), 
F. '. Sanders (bowman and signaller) and Lifeboatm n F. Tucker , 
C. Bickford and F . Lamswood. " 

The ational Lifeboa t service has been very much in t he news 
this month and w gr a tly regret the t rrib] loss of life in t he l. 
Ives Lif boat disaster . W tender our deep t sympathy to LI te 
bereaved ones. 

The torms have been mo t terrific and the West of England 
has suffered greatly . A number of wrecks hav OCCULT d , wiLh 
num rous casualties. Our harbours have been full of distress cl 
ships which have had to put in for shelt r. The big liners have 
also had a rough time and the passengers were tipped out of their 
beds and bunks. 

This is the worst winter w have had for a grea t num ber of 
years. 
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GIBRALTAR. 

Hy the time these notes app ar in print the year 1939 will have 
ommenccd, and il will b pJeasant to know that through th l: 

medium of the GAZETTE w shall b wishing the Directors, m mb 1'5 

of the Staff and a ll reader at hom and ov r eas a rally prosperOlls 
N w Y C'arin v ry resp ct. 

The Xma season pass cl by in the old accustomed way witil 
a ll social gatherings enjoying it to the full ; our Agents here having 
exp ri n cd a very busy tim try ing to cop with th many cl mands 
lhrusl upon til m , " imonds AI "b ing considered necessary by 
all Messes and places of njoy m nt to ma ke the festive days complete . 
V ry goocl work ind ed, a nd a gooe/ record on the part of the Firm 's 
popular representative, Mr. E. B . ottrell. 

Onc of th outstanding events during the Xmas was th r 
Farew II R egimental Ba ll given at th As embly Rooms by the 
Wa rrant om el's a nd ergeants of the 2nd Bn. Th Royal Norfolk 
Regim nl wil o arC' leaving for home this month , after p nding two 
y aI's at lh R ock. The occasion was a great success, ov r 300 
g uest being ' presenl , including H .E. th Governor and Lady 
[ronsie/e . A v ry cnj oyabl ' v ning clue to the untiring efforts of 
the " departing om mille'" uncleI' .S.M. Cockaday. Many 
fri ncl s o f the battalion will be miss d when they say far well on 
lhe 18th and we wish th m bon voyage and the b s t of luck in th 
Home ountry. 

Th n wly form ed Mess of the Wa rrant Officers and Sergeants 
of the R.A .P .. scor cl a record at their Xmas Draw and Xmas 
Party. Th Comma nding Officer, who visited the function, was 
surprised to see the wond dul a rray of Al , Wines and Spirits that 
w re di played in th - ha ll . Only their first show, so our loc(ll 
Ag nt will have to be pre pared . 

At th R.A.S . . Mess we ha ve welcomed a new arrival, 
.S.M. Farmer out from hom a nd who has already been elected 

M ss Presid nt . Sev ral enjoyable evenings have b e n spent lately 
and great lhings a re exp ct ed from him during his t I'm of office. 

H .M.S. ,IngleJielli has aIr ady left us to retu~n to Malta, after 
a ha ppy SOjourn a t the Rock, a nd ware trymg to brave the 
fortll coming cv nt of saying goodbye to H.M.S . Vanoc which 
complet s h r service on the s tation on the 20th after two-and-a -half 
years as thE' Loca l Dd ne D est roy r. The Ships' ompany took 
the opportunity of saying goodby at the Farewell Dance held on 
th nth D ecember . A grand vening and a busy time for th 
Brewer I 

Already there ar sign of the approaching Spring Cruise, 
looked forward to so much in order to greet our friends from over 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE . 

the sea. Ce1£turion, Shillari, Arll Royal, Wren and the new crui ser 
Liverpool have given us a call bringing with them much act ivity to 
an almost deserted harbour, but )lex t we k the squad rons will b(' 
here and there are busy times ah ' ad . 

The renovations of the Agency Officcs a nd W a rell ou ' . a re now 
nearing completion and the vast improv 'mcnts al" noti eab l botll 
to customers a nd staff alike . W v ry much hope to s ll ew our 
readers in the homeland, by m a ns of a photo, tha t wC' too, lr ' to 
keep abreast of the times. 

May we end th se notes in off ring our congratula lions to t he 
Firm's representative and Mrs. ottr 11 on th a rrival o f a baby son . 

NI~WBUHY . 

The many friends of Mr. J . W . '001< will be plea 'ed lo know 
that he has recovered from his r 'cent illness a nd is now bac k al 
work. During his absence, whi h lasted for nearly lwo months, 
lh > remaind r of the Staff worked willing ly to me'l th ex tra 
dcmands mad on them a nd dealt with ma ny mattrn; relat ing lo 
ou r num rous Hou in this di strict most efficientl y. 

With th ' ir usual nterpris' the ommit tec o f 'wbufY 
Conservativ lub hav p ' rsuaded Joe D av is a ncl '1'0111 Newman to 
gi ve a n exhibition of snook I' at the Club during the ear ly parl of 
February . M mbers ar ass1II'ed o f a n interl'sl ing ' vening by thesl' 
lwo great xpon nts of th e gam e'. The hard -working a nd COI1 -

scientiow; Honorary l' relary, Mr . r. E. (' hivers, is ('xpl'cl ing H 
" bump r gate" and no doubt ltl (' ge ni a l Hn cl populilr Sll'ward, 
Mr . A. V. Watson , will be kept full y oecllpic<l sl'rving o ur draug hl 
and botll cl b ers . 

N wbury Rugby lub arc hav ing n(' o f the bes t seasons l'wr. 
Since las t February th 1st XV have onl y lo ·t on(' match. Truly 
:l magnifi ent r ' orc! . Tllre reglllar fif[( 'ens are fil'It/ l'd c\'cry 
Saturday and occasionally four . Our IVIr . F. lJ. Adnal11s is apla in 
of the iub and the headquarters a re a t Th e Hokl'by Arms, N('wtoWJ1 
Road, where Mine Host, Mr . George Kin ch, di spenses lhe 110spi ta liL . 
for which lh club is rcnowned. P rhaps loca l prowrss in thi ti 
particular s port may b conn' led with lh e fac t lttal rug by football 
was first play'd in th town in 1873. The lub 's roots, ther ' foJ" , 
ar dee p and firm and, judging by the fl ourishing s la lt' of its 
" branches," embedd d in fr rtil e soil. 

OXFOHJJ. 

I en 105 herewith Cl photograph of a bobtailed ' heep I)og 
nam d .. Lassi ," whic h 11as I' ach ,cl me in the form of a hristmas 
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arc1 from a cLls tomer, Mr. E. Durham of 4 B a umont SU"et , 
Oxford. [ also enclo. c a furth r photograph of th dog. 

Mr. Durham assures my tray II r tha.t " Lassi " is v 'ry 
pa rtial to Milk Stout and I thought Lh e . nclosed might make an 
ilem of interes t for readers of TH E Hop LEAl~ GAzEn' E. 
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