














































THE Hop L E AF GAZETTE . 

kept the fun going fast and furious , and Cooper, Rose and Standen 
each did their parts well. We must not forget the brilliant Peacock 
and must congratulate him on the excellence of the whole per­
formance. The time he spends in rehearsing the different members 
and the perfection to which the troupe has attained is solely due, 
we understand, to his enthusiasm. 

Billie Hoad, too, must not be forgotten . It was a brave act 
on his part to get up from a bed of sickness in order not to let the 
troupe down. It is a great pity there is not an understudy at the 
piano as it would have been a dire catastrophe if it had been 
impossible for him to turn up. That is a contingency that has 
always to be taken into account, as the gentleman at the piano is 
one who cannot be clispensed with . 

" WET BOBS" SCORE A NOTABLE VICTORY. 

COMPLETE DEFEAT OF THE " HYTHE NAVEE." 

Following our note of last month regarcling the rumpus between 
an officer of high degree in the" Hythe Navee" and the people 
who interrupt navigation in the Channel, the great battle took 
place on Tuesday the 22nd January, and resulted in the complete 
rout of those who seek to take away our ancient rights. As a 
result of this action we are now assured of free communication 
with the other side. 

It was a strenuous fight all through, the battle ground laid 
between the Duke's Head, Hythe, and the Ship Hotel, Dymchurch, 
and with such a goal dangling before them, no wonder the walkers 
accomplished the feat they set out to do . The "Ship" was 
captured with four-and-a-half minutes to spare. The Hythe 
Reporter commenting on the different combatants aHer the contest, 
said " the third aspirant seemed to be carrying a load of anxiety 
but perhaps he thought trouble was brewing." Why they should 
say the third aspirant, considering he finished a long way in front 
and was the first to board the" Ship" we cannot imagine. They 
said they observed the scrap from the Chipper Field which was 
rather weak. We should have suggested the" Prince of Wales" 
kept by the old sea dog, Woodwards. He could have given them 
professional advice as to how the fight was going. 

The signing of Peace took place in the " Hall of Mirrors" at 
the Ship Hotel, and Peace and Harmony has reigned ever since. 
Long may it continue. These little wars ar very expensive, 
especially if you lose. 
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In conversation with the genial host Mr S 
formalities had been gone through it turned out t:

vage
, after all 

some athlete in his youth, and he showed us th f II he had been 
taken from The Sportsman, April, 1901 :' e 0 owmg paragraph 

. ,:,ery fine athletic work has beeIl shown at 
but It tS very anything fin er than that show b 

Mr. Thomas Savage of WImbledon esterd h n y 
YOU?g a thlete had bound toa;:;n as been se.en. 

nde a. btcycle, and on horseback, a 
turn,. III the of half-an-hour. The towpath in th "'t 
of Kmgston Bndge was utilised as a track f 1I e V

S
ICllll y 

after 730 th hI" or lese events. hortly 
t k ;fh enyoung at ete slgntfted his readiness to begin his 
as . wa ( came first , and the 440 yards was done in 2 . 

secs. rhere w<l:s little time lost in mountin the mms. 
rhe quarter-of-a-m tle nde came next Th' f t g . 
4 secs S f ' . tS ea occupIed I mm 

. 0 ar, 3 mms. 49 secs. had been used u Th .' 
next, this took the athlete 7 mins. 49 secs. 

oar, !1 mm. had been used up. There was ve 
tIme mill.) In the dryil:g process which followed th7swim. 

len started .on ht quarter-mile run , and this took 
'['h 1b·mIn

l
· 41 secs., swelltng the total time up to 14 min 19 secs 

e ICYc e nde of 440 yards I . . th' Id b came next. t was thought that 
IS wou e the event of the lot, but it occu ied I . 

17, secs. Th? total tllne was IS min. 36 secs Th p t mt· 
mile row, whIch wound up the six feats was in : er-o -a 
secs., so that Savage won by II mins. 26 3-5 secs. mITIS. S7 2-5 

" E. Golding was the ba k r of tt'm F . t H . am <n t y trained Mr. 
avage. . . Wild and E. Bridger looked after the interests of 

Messrs. Goldtng and Savagc respectiv ly. 

i f!lle. fellow, staneling Sit. 9i n. and 
. . e tS Jll t turn cl lwenty-one year of a!7e. 

"Mr. Eel. Plumm r (app int cl by the .Sportillg L1' re) wa' thn 
referee and ti I11ckceper. J' "-

" The fo llowing done in : table shuw' whal ach luartc r-of-a-m iJ e wa, 

Each EVC1tl. Total Time. 
Walking '" M. S. M. S. 
}J o.r.c I i rli ng 2 45 2 45 
SWimming 4 3 49 
Running 7 49 11 38 
CYcling I 47 14 lq 
Rowing I 17 15 36 

2 57 2-5 18 33 2-5 " 
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As a result of all this walking our thir I aspirant, who fini hed 
first, has asked us t o add a note that he throws out a challenge to 
all and sundry, either from Headquarters or Branches, that Ile 
will walk more miles in an hour than anyone. Of course them is 
a catch in this as he add d that the race was to tak I lace at 
Wembley betor Reading played off the FinaL. We shall not be 
seeing him until after these note are posted, so we do not know 
if he wishes to qualify his challenge now in anyway after Saturday 
the 16th F ebruary. We imagine that it will take him some little 
time to recover from that blow. 

Th Annual Staff Dinner ha been fixed for Thur day , lhe 
28th F ebruary, and is taking place in the large Hall at the R ailway 
terminus this year, and either Mr. Shea-Simonds or Commander 
H. D. Simonds, which ever can spare the time to come down, has 
kindly promised to take the chair. 

We deeply regret to receive the sad news of the passing over 
of Mrs. H. Alden, the wife of our Architect, early on Monday 
morning, February 25th. The heartfelt sympathy of all at Hythe 
is with Mr. Alden in his bereavement. Requiescat in pace. 

POIUSMOUTH. 
THE LAUNCHING OF H .M .. "DORSETSHIRE " AT PORTSMO UTH. 

H .M.S. Dor ctshire was launched from the building lip in 
PortEm :)Uth Dockyard on th 29th Janua ry, in the afternoon, to 
the accompaniment of the playing of " Rule BriHania" and the 
cheers of everal th6usancl s of spectators . Th oun t s of 
Shaftesbury, wife of the Lord Lieutenant of the County after 
which th new ship is namecl , performing the ceremony. 

This was ma rked by fitting naval ceremonial and the time­
honoured display. hips in harbour were clre sed overall and in 
the vicinity of the scene of th launch the gloom of dockyarcl sheds 
and work hops was brightened by many tons of bunting. 

ome 4,000 ticket hollers were piloted to their allott d places 
by the Metropolitan Police and Naval Ratings. Th re was also 
a steady stream of members of the gen raj public into th Dockyard 
to s e the ceremony. Th Royal Marine Divisional Band and the 
R oyal Naval Barracks Band were in attendance, playing inspiring 
nautical and patriotic tunes. The Countess of haftesbury was 
scorted by the Commander-in-Chief (Admiral Sir 0 mond d B. 

Brock, K.C.B. , KC.M.G., K. .V.O.), and as they alight cl at the 
foot of the steps leading to the launch ing platform, a guard of 
honour and band from the Royal Naval Barracks, which was 
mounted with a detachment of 60 ranks of the Dorse tshir Regiment 
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on i.ts left, gave an Admiral 's salute Th .. 
servIce wa conducted b the H_ v '1' l' e cu .tomary reltgLOus 
CJlaplain) and thi comp{ted J ad . I ' f~ . ;~obll1 so n (Dockyard 
b~ ~reaking a bottle of win ' a~ro~<; tl~~ les ury nam cl the ~hip 
WI 'hmg succes to th Dorsetsh1:re and all )OW, ~t th sam !~m 
preparations wcr then mad by the Offi;hf safded 111 her. h~al 
Department, under Mr G Ft ., I' la. 0 the onstruCtLOn 
I . . ~. u el S ( If ctlOn ' Mr St t b ' 

t le manag r of th depart men t. Lad h f ' . . 1 r ell1g 
stre tched acro s the bow a nd relc'ls ctth a ~~Sbu: >: sev .red a rope 
th ways into the harbour. <. S Ip W llCh glided down 

~~'h . na me Dor tshir i ' an anci n l nam r tored ' h . 
assoclatton of the name with the Ro IN ' l earlie t 
the ves el built a t Southampton in Y:69 a vy.'.voulcl appear to be 
1704 thi vessel, which wa then om 4, a ll ylJ1~ 80. gun . [n 
Whitaker assist d at the captllre of Gi~~~~~I~1 o~Y aptam Eclwarcl 
tcar: Hj}sto

l 
ry re ord' tha t during th night A h~~r~l ~1t~~I ~ \i1~a~ 

('olge \.00 <e orcler cl a pt Fdwa'd WI 't k [ . e 
la man and a rm boat anci t~ de I tro 11 ~ . r Oh the j)orsetshire 
within th Old Mol. y a < I en ve se l that lay 

The new Dorsetshire is th last o f tl '. .'. '. 
the Navy E timates of I 26 / 11 e .C I Ulsel a uthOrized lit 
the Duchess of York at 9J :. th ) ,Orrl? havlJ1g been launched by 

a t IOw-on- yne on July I th I t 
~~~\cl~~g ~~10~~nhgf~!~~ I~ eft th buildin{{ slip o f th iairfi tcl ~i~~ 
wh.en tl . g ompany, Covan, on Decemb ' r 12th 

le namlJ1g cer mony wa -I d I . ' 
wife of the Lord Lieutenant ofcLefc~stO~'~l~rc )Y, Lady ,Lelces.ter, 
the Dorsetslure was abou t 2 I '11' A" [he total cost of 
this group, as comp'ared with

ml I.?n ~. n Important advance in 
adoption of Dei el engines for ~a~ lel

t 
ve. ~ Is of th e clas , is the 

'ir 5 { I a crlll IJ1g peeds The hip 
~viJJ ~~vee~t bOe:~ b~~W661\ p~rpen~li c ul~.rs, or 633 f t 'overall, and 
wilhout fu I and tor e~h anc a f lsplacement of IO,OOO tons 
and m n or I . f . . e omp emen t lJ1c1u Ics 679 offi cer 
fitt cl a ' fI 7 0

1 
. I ,a III the ca c of th Dorsetsll1:re th ves el is a ' ag IIp . . 

ALTERATIO IN LrAOE , , nSHIP OF TILE POHTSMOUTIl 8HAN H BHITI H 
LEGION. 

To th regr t of all th' b ' f 
of lhe British Legion ' Brig cGmem lI S. °I~th e Port mouth Bra nch 
C.13., who has b en ch'airma;~ ~nthraB· II' . A. W. Co lle ~on , Bart. . 
acting on d' Id ' · 0 . . e ranch for th e la t elgh t years 

me Ica a Vlce has rCSlgn cl Th" I ' 
th Branch but th e memb;' '. . IS IS a ( istinct 10 S to 
will bc filled by Admiral H. B a~ forfu~a tc In that th ' .va a ncy 
SIr Rohcrt Co li t I " arqu lal , .H., a nd the lac t that 

J on la accepteci th office of Vi 'e I . . I . 
ensllre the retention Iw th 13 - I f I . - I S ~ ( cnt will 

. lan lOllS vallla ble ass istance a::; 
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an experienced leader. During the past year a new scheme was 
entered upon by the Legion whereby a party of ex-naval men 
and families have been gathered at Chisildon, Wilts, for training 
in farm work for Canada. Portsmouth has sent two families. 
These will undergo training until about next May, when they wiU 
be sent to Canada. All expenses, during both the training and 
the outward journey, will be borne by the Legion. It is very 
gratifying to report an increase of over £300 in connection with 
the Poppy Day collection, thus establishing a new record, and a 
letter has been received from the Organizing Secretary of the 
Appeals Department acknowledging a cheque for £1,765 6s. gd., 
and expressing the warm thanks of the Legion to the army of 
workers and the individual supporters. Ten permanent situations 
have been found for members of the Branch during the past twelve 
months in addition to 44 temporary situations, while 31 men were 
fl11ancially assisted by granting rail {ares , and in other cases necessary 
tools have been provided. 

H.M.S. "LONDON" COMMISSIONED AT PORTSMOUTH I-OR DUTY IN 

TilE MEDITERRANEAN. 

The new 10,000 ton cruiser London was commissioned here by 
Capt. H . H. Rogers, M.V.O., O.B.E., and is proceeding to the 
Mediterranean where she will take over the duties of flagship to 
the fast cruiser squadron in the place of the Frobisher. The 
London is one of the four cruisers of the Ig25 programme. She 
was laid down in February, Ig26, and launched by Lady Blades 
on Septemb r 14th, Ig27, and was the first ship of the class designed 
by Sir W. J. Berry after his appointment as Director of Naval 
Construction. These vessels are armed with eight 8-in. , four 4-in . 
(A.A.) and 20 smaller guns. There are eight torpedo tubes in 
two quadruple deck mounts and the speed is placed at 32 knots. 

The present sh ip is the eighth of the name and the plate she 
has inherited from the last London forms a very interesting coUeclion 
and includes five separate gifts from the Lord Mayor (Sir J. I OLlnd) 
and citizens of London , presented in Ig06. The fir t gift was a 
model in silver of the White Tower in the Tower of London, together 
with a pair of handsome dishes in solid silver, bearing as the principal 
feature of the design the City Dragon, finely wrough t. The 
second gift took the form of a Silver Challenge Shield, to be compeLed 
for annually at Big Gun Practice, the nam of th bes t shooting 
crew on board to be inscribed on it each year. In addition , the 
Mercers' Company, the senior of the City Companies, presented 
three silver cups-copies of three loving cups in the possession of 
the Company. 
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Saturday, 12th January, was a R d L . . 
of the Slough British Legion Club f e . . etter day ill t.he hIstory 
~wo Foundation Stones of the n e~ ~f ~t s~w .the laYIng. of the 
ID.clemency of the weather alar u pr elUlses. DespIte the 
fnends assembled in the aftern~~ n~mbe~ of members ·and their 
first Stone was laid by the Cha·. n ~ ~Itness the event. The 
(Mr. E. T . Bowyer) . The se~~~~aSt 0 t le Slou~h Urban Council 
N. t-r.. Grove and F. R. Whiteman t] onc] \\;'as laId by Councillors 
the Club. In the even in a con ~ le 1alrman. and Secretary of 
event and was thorou hI g en · ert was held ~ honour of the 
strained the capacity ;f ~e eJ~y~d by a ~athenng which rather 
gold watches were presented x~s I~~ premIses. At this function 
promptitude on Boxin Da 0 ree members who, by their 
being lestroyed by fire~ y, saved the present premises from 

The Ann ual Dinner of tl H 
held on Saturday 2nd Febr~e. - a~well Labour Hall Club was 
recently completed: The Chair ~~~ :n k th e Club's ne:v pre~nises, 
who :was supported b a )t. B a en by the Club? Chairman 
CandIdate for HanweD Di~i· eau~ont , the prospective Labour 
repast prepared by the lady l~:~m~ners oti1ers. After an e~cell ent 
concert was given by Club talent. 0 the Club, an enjoyable 

On 8th February, the Bear Hotel M ·d 
of another Dinner. On this .' ~I enh ead , was the scene 
British Legion Club who were occasl~n It was the Maidenhead 
Sir Frederick Milner presided ~~~~e~~·i~tlJl11 a ~uccessful year passed. 
by tl.le M.P. for East Berks and g~ l cung and was supported 
~venlI1g a handsome silver caske~ num er of officers. . Durmg the 
In apprecia tion of the help he h dwa? presented to SIr Frederick 
nU ':I1ber of years be had been it: p~Iv.cn to the Club during the 
whIch were interspersed with . tesl?ent. ~fter the speeches, 
the Rialto inema a . vane y Items kmdly arranged by 
hours of the 1110rni;I~.n enjoyable dance was held un til the early 

We are pleased to say tl t . 
passed the Brewster Sessi 1<1; on e agam we have success fully 
~ranted without commentOnSwl~h a cle~n ~heet, alllicenc s being 
licences in~ the Slou I ·1 S;veral appltcatlOns were made for n w 
all turned down g l a!lC arnham h.oyal areas, but these were 
that the apPlic~~i~~;haII~n~an of the Beacon~fi eld Bench remarking 
opinion of the Magistra

W
t·e1slC 

1 ~amet betor hIS Bench were, in the 
, prema ure. 

Moss~t ~sh:ii~r d:fn regret th~ we record the death of Mr. James 
c y years ed the office of Secretary to the 
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Southall Working M n 's lub. He wa a hard worker in the 
Club's interest and did a great deal for lub life in Southall. With 
the Club we mourn their great loss. 

It was also with deep regret that we at Slough learned of 
the death of Mr. E. Bailey. Although to us only" a voice over 
the 'phorie " he will be greatly missed, and w~ can sympathise in 
their loss with t~ose who were brought into personal contact wilh 
him. Our busi'nes relation wer always of a most cordial na ture. 

WOOLWICH. 

" Roll on umm r " is, we think, the mos t popula r phrase 
a t the moment , a lthough wh n one reads th headline of th 
various papers- " London Getting older," et .- it seems as 
though the warmer wea ther is still a long way off. 

It is very to uching when on I' ads the GAZETTE ea h monlli 
lo hear of th passing of ome of the Firm 's olde t employees. 
We here regret to report th death of our la t hicf lerk , Mr. 
H. H. Fi h , who passed away ve ry suddenly on December 28lh , 
1928. Mr. Fish served th l · inn for over 40 years a t this Brancli , 
retiring from rluty on December 5th , 1920. 

Mr. Fi h used to pay u a vi si t regula rly ev ry w ek, and 
needless t o say w miss him and hi s cheery words v ry much. 

We all a pprecia ted the photogra l h of the R ading Football 
Team, and if this is to be a regular feature, Mr. Editor, I have been 
asked if you will kindly place harlton Athletic on yo ur li st. Wc 
feel sure our Portsmouth readers will agree they des rve this, afler 
their display in the cup ti e again t their local team. 

As usual a t thi s tim of the year, dances are in fnll wing ancl 
we have had the pI a ure of supplying many of these, both mili tary 
and civilian. 

Y Anci n t Order of Froth Blower ' held a vey fln e dance at 
the Town H all , Woolwich , recently, in a id of the Woolwi h War 
Memorial Hospita l, and quite a good sum was ha nded over. W 
had the pleasure of supplying th bar, tHrough one of th local 
licensees. 

Some of our readers may be interested to know that the 1st 
and 2nd Training Brigades, RA., Woolwich, have now separated 
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M~~~ding ergeants' Mess arra ngements, each baving their own 

<?ne of the .ma?y songs rend re~ on the occasion of the excellent 
smoklllg concel t glVen at the opemng of the 1st T " B' 
ergeants' Mess, was a follows :- ra ll1U1g n gade 

~ow ~ wish yo u good cheer all yo u folks who are h ere 
<,o r I v h a rd ~hat this Me s is selling good bee r. ' 
! m really surpn ed a t th thirst yo u acquire 
[he back of your throat must b almo t ' fl 
And ' t ' . on re. . we re s aymg ngh t her , 
For the r st of th y ar 
Day after Day, Week ; ft r We k Month after Month, and 

Year a fter Year. ' 

Now beror ' yoy all cam ' YOtl wer certain r know 
Mr. Plumm. r Intend d to g iv a good show . 
And acc? rdmgly a ppointed a Me. Presiden't 
Who ~UI kIy (oun~ out where th £ s. d. went. 
Old Imonds prov ided the Irink 
Which i putting u all in the pink , 
And when homewa rd w go, 
W shalJ roll to and fro 
Day a fter Day, We k ; (t r We k, Month a ft er Month , and 

Year a fter Year. 

Now the hours th ey a re stri t, a nd we mu t not b la t 
o bew~re all you p' opl who'v had one over the ei ht ' 

Your . Wives, wdI be wa iting for you a t the door, g. 
And If yo u re n~ t a reful yo u may hit th fl oor 
Your troubl s Will n'ot ha v b gun ' 
Until w ha ve replace I th bung' 
,0 drink all YOll can, ' 

lia r we don ' t care a hang, 
Day a fter Day, Week after Week lVl t l ft lV" - .on 1 a er 10nth , and 

Year a fter Y (: .1r. ' 

SOn R.Q .. M. ·. Wa rm an i,; re 1 0l1 siblc for the co 111 po. ing o( the 
g, which loes not carry a copyright. 

was 'i~letl 0,]) f ning 0.( the. l'rge.an ts ' Mess, 2nd T raining Brigade , 
. le orm 01 a whis t unve an I concert · the Me s on thi , 

Occa~lOn wa. full to the " Bung" an I a ll SI e~ t a plna a nt eVening. ' v r y , 
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT. 

May we, in the West, place on record our deep sense of loss at 
the passing hence of an old servant of the Firm, Mr. Edward 
Bailey . We, who worked with him at the Brewery, know the 
example he se t during his many years of service. The principles 
he, and others we can remember, stood firm for, are not easy to 
live up to, and paradoxically though of life, outlive us all. 

We thank you, Mr. Editor, for the kindly thought which 
prompted that valued reproduction of our old friend's likeness, 
and we, with all who were his comrades, will always have a kindly 
thought in our hearts when the name of Edward Bailey arises. 

OUR SOCIAL CLUB. 

The Annual Meeting of the above took place at the Club on 
January 23rd at 8.0 p.m. Mr. W. H. C. Mills (Chairman) presided 
over a fair attendance, despite the bad weather outside. 

We are glad to say the atmospheric conditions did not over­
shadow the meeting; the keenest interest being taken throughout 
the proceedings. 

The Balance Sheet showed a surplus of Assets over Liabili ties 
to the value of £28 7s. 2d ., despite the heavy calls of the now 
defunct Football Club. 

One pleasing feature was the proposed list of 20 new members, 
which brings the membership up to about 60, and thus encouraged, 
the new Officers elected and Committee will go forward with 
renewed vigour. 

The President (Mr. F . A. Simonds) and Vice-Presidents were 
unanimously re-elected, and a hearty vote of thanks was passed, 
in like manner, for their invaluable help in the past . 

The Officers elected for the cu~rent year were as follows:­
Chairman, Mr. R. Rymell ; Vice-Chairman, Mr. F. Pierce; flon. 
Treasurer, Mr. R. E . Wright ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. G. Sealey; 
Cormnittee, Messrs. A. E. Ellis, R. Mills, W. H . C. Mills, S. Naish and 
G. Rogers ; Auditors , Messrs. W. H. Davis and J. H . Law. 

Some proposed additions to the Club for the comfort of its 
members were discussed and left in the hands of the Officers and 
Committee. to arrange. After the presentation of the "Sealey" 
Billiards Cup, a vote of thanks was passed to the retiring Chairman 
and the meeting closed . 
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In passin~, however, we must congratulate our Billiards 
team on defeat1l1g the 2nd Bn . Devonshire Regiment in tl t 
game. 1e re urn 

A bright augury for the future indeed! Class will telll 1 

. This appears almost to be the case of the Readin v Aston 
VIlla Cup tl~, although, if true, it casts no reflec tion on t ~e ~birt' 
of the Reading men . I les 

To be beaten by such a team as the Villa, is no dis race. We 
~~~e r~~~b~;~~y~here tht \ th~y are the accepted fa:ourites for 
R d ' cl h us we 'H e It that wha t they accomplished at 

ea mg ma e t em so-a ra re compliment to the Elm-Parkites. 

" f ~~ t.h ed":'~Y' we J~ear the men of Brum (see last month's notes) 
fa .emlse . al~ ngl~ t ~hen the news reached Devon ort 

Certatnly we dldn t notI ce either Clare t Bl 1 p. 
lads of the village were in full ' or . ues a )out, when the 
tl 1 b t

· SWIng, and mine host was J'oining in 
1e ce e ra lOns. 

" 'Tis an ill wind that blows nobody any good ." 

A WORD TO OX FORD. 

Can your crew pull it off this time? 

lAdf~erl giving us the other " blues" for several years a change 
wou mc eed be welcomed. ' 

(Hear, Hear! 1 from other Branches interest ed) . 

tl tDuIin~ the past month the gr a test sporting event here was 
;~ uss e . etween the I St Duke of Wellington' I egiment and the 

?he ~at~aJlo~ Rfyal Tank Corps, to decide which unit should enter 
win eml- na 0 the. A~my Rugby Cup. Both were the po tential 
h .ner~. After a stlrnng encounter the" Tron Dukes " d f t d 

t el r rivals by two tries (6 points) to nil. e ea e 

es 'l.'he Tanks fough t well, but met a sounder side in the loose 
A ~fcla]~, who gave no quarter, even to tha t gr~at half-back 
far 1 ~~1 o~ng, and for mos t of the game allowed no man to proceed 
oe~a~~ 1 t e b~ll, but tackled like grizzly bear on almost every 
had n. 1:- great number of supporters came from Perham but 
alm to adlTIlt t.ha t the best side had won. Their vocal support was 
fauI~s~f dtela~enlJ1hg throughout the game, and it was through no 

1elrs t at the Tanks retired beaten. 
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An old Devon playe r wrote: " It was real Rugby a t its best, 
and wa a -- pI asur to witne s." 

Play up the Duk 's !! W hop to s e tha t up in J)evonport 
ere long. 

The 'flu epid mic, in common with oth r places, ha mc~de 
many temporary gaps in our ranks in every Department dun ng 
the past few week , and to add to the total, on f our transport 
taff (E. Lilleyman) whilst on hi s motor cycle en r Mtte to th Brew ry 

one early morning, a lighted h ad fi rst on one of those corrugated 
surfaces for which Cornish roads a re noton oll , and h as be n unable 
for some few weeks t o arry on . W are pI as cl , howev r, that 
he, and all our t mpora ry invalid , a re progressing.towards recovery, 
and hope to s e them onc and 'iJ1 back in harness m the near futu re. 

B IH GHTON. 

Just now wc a r in th grip of arcti c w ather, th temp ra turc 
of the offi ce not having risen a bov 45 d grees for om day , and 
Brighton generally, especially a t night ti.me, has been thorough ly 
ni pp cl by the severest 'peJl of weather sm c 1881. 

The niglrt of Thur clay, F ebruary 14th , was the climax,. when 
the thermometer in th town dropped to 14.3 d grees,. and m t he 
hilly outlying district 26 degrees of frost w re reglstered . ~ 
som recompense, whil st now torms have been r por~ed elsewhele, 
we have some days had six or seven hour. o[ sunshll1e. Why go 
to the Riviera ? ' 

A charming sight on the sea front wa ' th [roz n fountain, 
which plays in the boating pool and form part of ~h . ne~ ornamental 
gardens on the beach. A spray o~ wa ter wa s tIl~ IssUIng Irol:n th~ 
top and , freezing as it fell, the Ice mounte? hlgl~ er a nd hlghe l ~ 
The colourecl light which illumine the fountalI1 durl11g the .um mcI 
had been turned on a nd the effect. through the mass s of Ice ancl 
myriads of icicles can better be imagined than c1escrib cl . 

The frosts hav not cl ten'eel some of Brighton 's " All tlie 
Y ca r Round " ba thers from their dail y clip, and our 10 a l press 
shows a photograph of fiv such spartans emerging from the sc.a 
on Saturday last , with snow on the beach . Included a mongst 
th e. c heroes was Mr. W . C. Hodgkin on , over 70 years of ag<', 
whose portrait wc WCI' , pi ased to print in the G AZETT E ay a r ago. 
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The wintry weather has bro ught inla nd a large nu mbcr of 
eagulls, and flocks hover over the back gardens on the look-out 

for any stray foo I, a nd nothing s ems to om a miss to them. 

us ·e.x is honoured. wit~ the pr 'cn e of His Majes ty thc King, 
whose sOJo~rn at Cralgwet! hou ' , near Bogno'r, will w hope 
restore to him health and streng th . 

News from some of the Bra nche has becn missed of late' what 
has happened to the Special orr spondcnts a t Slough Farnbo~ough 
Woolwich and London ? Wc shall be glad to h a r 'from you . ' 

OXFO.RD . 

. Wc were very sad indeed to hear of thc pas ing of Mr. Edward 
Bailey. Those of us who have come into contact with him even 
if only ov r the telephone, will ndors what other hav~ said 
alrea?y. .W sha ll a ll mis his kindly way, and the manner that 
was ll1 van ably the same, even during such period as th Xma 
I' ll . h. 

. Wc have also to place on r cord th lemise of a v ry old friend 
1Il the pe l~son of Mr. G. F. Palm r of Abingdon. Hi death, after 
a v~ry pa m ful. a nd p~'otrac ted illne s, ev rs a long period of cordia l 
busll1e 5 rela tIOn With us. H ' was a highly es teemed customer 
for many year . 

Th ' Oxford crew has go l a n w boa t a nd commenced tra ining 
once more. Wc venture to ho] c tha t th e Da rk Blues will giv the 
Can tab. a run (or a puU) for their money when this year's Putney 
to Mortl ake rac (we nearly said pr ession) i decided . 

We thought tha t upid had cl ne his WOI' t with us when wc 
~ad m~,rri ed off mo t o f our lady clc rk in the pa t two ycar , but 

Dan must havc had a card up hi sleeve all the time. 

At any rate we h~ve b en. inforn:e? by th e victim (?) him elf 
that Mr: J.Y· Hasker IS propoSlllg to JOin th Benedict somewh r 
In the VICllllty of East er nex t. W wish him the felicity he de erve . 

G We were ve~'y interested to rea I th ' ar ticle in las t month 's 
AZETTE concerJ1lng our fellow Oxonia n, Mr. F . L. hrimpton, a nd 

wc can thoroughly endorse all his hronicler has. ai I. Hi ' na me, 
even a fte~' th !a p e. of so many y?a rs: is often mentioned luring 
conversatton With hiS cont mporan e ' In the rowing world . 

8 Wc cull from ~he leaves of tIle weekl y Oxford T imes of February 
th a doggerel which a ppear d over thf' ini t ia l " P .V. ", con rning 
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Witney. As the Blanket Town is i~ our district we must , m 
justice to our friends there, pass the lines on :-

"DOGGEREL ON SHOWING A STRANGER ROUND WITNEY." 

Upon your left, the Butter ~ro;>s, 
With Corn-Street on your nght , of course. 
And to cap the panorama, 
That edifice, the home of drama. 
Come, let us wander up the Green 
And see what there is to be seen. 
The Church- few finer in the nation 
For christening or confirmation-
Is on your left, while on your right 
Is the abode of law and might . 
We hurry in between the two i 
The station bursts upon our VI ew, 
With penny-in-the-slot machine, 
And ticket-office, neat and clean, 
With everything so spick and pan­
A triumph of th hand of man. 
Oh, what ~ sight for startled ~yes ; 
I thought it would be a surpnse I 
Let us return, so, by and by 
We come into the street called High. 
This, my clear ir, the business zone, 
No place for laggard or for drone. 
Of course, we candidly admit 
That Wall Street, too, can do her bit , 
But we all bet our Sunday pants 
Upon this spot for keen finance . 
Artisticness is not forgotten, 
The Windru h flows across the bottom. 
What 's that you say? The H.hine or Nile? 
Pray, Sir, excuse us while we smile ! 
This shop, with windows dressed so sprightly, 
Is our equivalent to " Whiteley." . 
This town- and everyone should thank It­
Is where we make the famous Blanket . 
See! That's the factory over there. 
Pure wool, for one pound five a pair. 
We've bathing, dancing, all the sports, 
Including well-kept t nnis courts-
In fact , to quote th local farm ers, 
This town , ir , is" The Cat's Pyjamas! " 

P.V. 
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OXFORD CENTRAL CONSERVATIVE CLUB: ANNUAL DINNER. 

, The annual dinner of the above. CJub ~as held on Tuesday, 
February 12th, and proved a very lI1terestmg function. Mr. H. 
Mapleston very ably presided, and there were present Councillors 
Blackler and ]. Rhodes, Messr . R. l~ippington, H. A. Pratley 
(Hon. Secretary), supported by a goodly array of members and 
fri ends. 

After the. repast, speeches were interspersed with songs, etc., 
and a very enjoyable evening was spent. 

We noticed ~n. a recent issue of that estimable publication the 
Oxford Evemng Tzmes, an Item tha t may be of interest to the 
readers of the Ladies Section of TIlE Hop LEAF GAZETTE' it runs 
as follows :- ' 

" WOMAN'S PULPIT." 

" No woman should marry a teetotaller or a man who does 
not smoke."- R. L. Stevenson--Virginibus. 

w.e say" Bravo! " to the memory of RL.S. , and recommend 
our fair readers to bear in mind his excellent advice. 

FARNBOJWUGH. 

All.at Farnborough Branch were sorry to hear of the dismissal 
of Readmg from the F.A. Cup, by Aston Villa. Reading's wonder­
It;l run ?f successes has been closely followed by all her and great 
dlSapPOl11tment was felt owing to the inability to obtain tickets 
for the Villa game. Although unsuccessful, we thank the gentleman 
at the Brewery who went to such trouble to obtain for us the 
necessary" passes" for this most popular visit of the Birmingham 
team. 

During this sea 'on the member of Farnborough Branch 
Staff ha.ve been particip.ating in all ~lass s of football. E. Crutchley 
has tWIce played agamst professIOnals, once against Aldershot 
Town and on the second occasion against FuLham. In the econd 
~amc he was ~ssisting Woking in ~ fri endly, and after the match 
h as asl~ecl to sign on for the Isthrman L ague team, an offer which 
i e declined. He l~as all the season been turning out for Godalming 
n ~I~e S~rreY' Seruor Lea~ue ; they are at presen t occupying top 
POSItron 111 the league, Wlth an excellent chance of wilming the 
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championship. Other member of the staff are playing in in ter­
mediate football, a i ting himley Green in the Surrey 
Intermediate League. Further Farnborough Branch workers are 
helping Frimley Green" A " t am in the Ascot & District League, 
a junior competition, and finally, some of th e staff have played 
for the Frimley Green 3rd XI. in the urrey Minor up. Altogelher 
we have bad the most varied interests in football to entertain us. 
Whilst on this .'ubject, m ntion mu t be also mad that we employ 
l~ rimIey Gr en's trainer, " Doctor" K nt. 

During the sever weath r we have been rec ntly experiencing, 
kater have had numerous opportunities to indulge in their 

favourite sport. There ar s veral sheets of wat r in this district, 
chiefly: Fleet Pond, Mytchett Lake and Cov R servoir, that have 
proved most popular. Forbmately, accidents have been very 
rare, but on J anuary 20th, one of our labellers, A. Humm , was 
concerned in an incident which spoke well for his presence of mind. 
Several children, and in fact not a few grown-ups, were sliding on 
Cove" Lake" when the ice suddenly gave way and one small boy 
was precipitated into th water. Humm at once seeing the 
imminent danger he was in , crawled out on the ice and was successful 
in pulling the boy out. Humm is to be congratulated on his 
plucky action. 

Mr. R. V. Gooc1all, George Hotel, Basingstoke, assisted by his 
brother-in-law, Mr. L. oker, is again advertising the famous Hop 
Leaf Brands in a novel manner. In his shop window is placed a 
model, which is an exact replica of the house and surroundings. 
It is an evening scene, in the road a policeman is holding up the 
inevitable car to enable customers to cross th e road to obtain 
their favourite beverage. In the miniature shop window is a 
varied display of goods, which is absorbing the interest of some 
would-be purchasers. No detail is missed, even the stationary car 
is lit up, the lamp over the shop and the yard lights have not been 
overlooked. The advert. is lighted by electric " blinkers," which, 
in their turn, light up the wording on the front of the model: 
"The Hole in the Wall, for the best." It has been neatly con­
structed and Mr. Coker is to be commended for the conception of 
this clever advert. 

RAILWAY ARMS, FRlMLEY. 

In Capt. J. J. Lauder, M .. , mine host of the abov house, we 
have one of our most popular and entertaining tenants. 

Mr. Lauder has now successfully run the business conn cted 
with the Railway Arms since January 26th , 1922, prior to that 
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date having s rved upwards of 20 y ars in the Army He l' t d . II R 1 A '11 . . en IS e III 1e . oya rtl ery In 1899 and throughout his a rmy career 
served 111 the same regiment. Mr. Lauder's ambition in th 
early days was to follow his father's ?xample and ~ecome a Ridf~; 
Mas~er. Although successfully passlllg hIs examlllation for this 
parttcular duty he ~a~ not accepted on account of being too small . 
He the~ d vote~ hlS. tIm~ to &,u nnery and although passing all the 
promotlOn examll1atIons 111 thIS branch , he disembarked in Franc 
~n 1914 as the ,.!3attery Rough l(ider. He was the old (;'s t member 
111 hIs Battery The Mushroom Troop" as it was called ' nd 1 . h ' . ' ,Cl. ear y 
111 1915 . e recelved th e Kl11g's Commission, still serving wilh the 
same UnIt. . .H . wa eventuaLly sent a Instructor to an 0fficers' 
School, fin itng II very hard to l?av the Battery with which he 
had served so many years. Dunng the Great War he served on 
more .than one .front, the last being in Ru. sia. He had the honour 
of b~l11g In .ntloned 11: . cl patches on s v ral occa ions and was 
de 01 ated WI th ih MIll tary ross. 

Capt. J. J. Lauder. M.C. 
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His soldi r's life finish ed, Capt. Lauder now came across the 
most difficult proposition of hi whole career: to find a house and 
suitable employment. He was more fortuna~e than many ?tbers 
and within a few months was settl d in the RaIlway Arms, Fnmley, 
a home and employment combin d. Mr. Lauder says that during 
the seven years he has occupied these ?remises . he has ha~ an 
experience which he has thoroughly enjoyed. He wa q:llckly 
nick-named" Jock" and has become a well-known fig~re 11: the 
district ; the copy below of an envelope he recently rece1ved 1S an 
elequent testimony of his popularity;-

JOCK, 

FRIMLEY, 

SURREY. 

All who visit the Railway Arms are assured of a good welcome, 
and can obtain a glass of the famous" Hop Leaf" brand in perfect 
condition, or should Whisky be preferred, a real good Scotch 
served by some real good Scotch, accompanied by a real good 
Scotch joke. 

FARNBOROUGH MILITARY. 

THE LATE CHA S. GEORGE MOSDELL. 

We regret to rccord th e death of Charles George Mosdcll, 
another of our Military Dept. sta ff from North Camp, and which 
occurred on Wednesday, I4th February, aged 53. 

Recently he had been a great, and. silent sufferer an.d hi 
death is a happy releas. He lcaves a WIdow and seven childrcn 
to mourn his loss. 

"Charlie," as he was known to his intimates, joined our 
service at Alexandra Road in September, I9I5, but prior to that 
he had worked for us for about I5-I6 years on a hired pair of 
horses from Mr. J. H . Ward . 

His experience with the la tter gentleman mad ' him vcry 
valuable to us. 

He was a quiet and thorough worker. W shall miss him 
very much from our midst. 
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NEWBURY. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Charles Frederick 
Kirkland after a long and painful illness. He had been on our 
Staff at Newbury as Jedger clerk for the past fourteen years and 
was held in the highest es teem by all thc staff and employees. 

Mr. Kirldand. was 56 years of age at the time of his death and 
was for the most part of his life a resicl n t of Stockport where his 
father, mother and uncle were widcly known and grcatly respected. 

He was a talented musician and was equally at home on the 
organ, piano or clarionet. He took a mu ical degree at the 
Manchester College of Music and was a pupil of the la te Sir Charles 
Hallc . At the early age of fourteen he was appointed organist at 
a Stockport Church · and as a young man he toured the United 
States giving organ recitals in the largcr towns. 

For years he was connectcd with Showell's Brewery, Stockport, 
and later with the Rock Brewery, Brighton, from whence he came 
to Newbury in I9I4. He took an a tive part in Masonry and was 
for some time Secretary of the Newbury Lodge of the R.A.O.B. 

The funeral took place at thc Old Cemetery, Newbury, on 
hbruary 6th and was attended by ome 30 or 40 members of the 
R.~.O.B. in Newbury and the surrounding district; our Company 
bCll1g represented by the Secretary. A wreath from the staff was 
also sent . 
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[LATEST]. 

HONOUR FOR MRS . F. A . SIMONDS. 

In the New Year Honours List appears the name 
of Mrs . Amy Fizgerald Simonds (wife of Mr. 
F . A. Simonds) who has had conferred upon her the 
O.B.E. for public and political services in Reading. 
No honour was ever more richly deserved and we 
offer Mrs. Simonds our warmest ·congratulations. 

Urlttl lcy & :-' 1111 , Lt d . .. I he LruwlI Prcs~." ('U:<tull :'> I rcc l, l{ cndJ II )!:. 
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