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As a result of all this walking our third aspirant, who finished
first, has asked us to add a note that he throws out a challenge to
all and sundry, either from Headquarters or Branches, that he
will walk more miles in an hour than anyone. Of course there is
a catch in this as he added that ‘the race was to take place at
Wembley before Reading played off the Final. We shall not be
seeing him until after these notes are posted, so we do not know
if he wishes to qualify his challenge now in anyway after Saturday
the 16th February. We imagine that it will take him some little
time to recover from that blow.

The Annual Staff Dinner has been fixed for Thursday, the
28th February, and is taking place in the large Hall at the Railway
terminus this year, and either Mr. Shea-Simonds or Commander
H. D. Simonds, whichever can spare the time to come down, has
kindly promised to take the chair.

We deeply regret to receive the sad news of the passing over
of Mrs. H. Alden, the wife of our Architect, early on Monday
morning, February 25th. The heartfelt sympathy of all at Hythe
is with Mr. Alden in his bereavement. Requiescat in pace.

PORTSMOUTH.

‘o«

THE LAUNCHING OF H.M.S. DORSETSHIRE ~~ AT PORTSMOUTH,

H.M.S. Dorsetshire was launched from the building slip in
Portsmouth Dockyard on the 29th January, in the afternoon, to
the accompaniment of the playing of “ Rule Brittania  and the
cheers of several thousands of spectators. The Countess of
Shaftesbury, wife of the Lord Lieutenant of the County after
which the new ship is named, performing the ceremony.

This was marked by fitting naval ceremonial and the time-
honoured display. Ships in harbour were dressed overall and in
the vicinity of the scene of the launch the gloom of dockyard sheds
and workshops was brightened by many tons of bunting.

Some 4,000 ticket holders were piloted to their allotted places
by the Metropolitan Police and Naval Ratings. There was also
a steady stream of members of the general public into the Dockyard
to see the ceremony. The Royal Marine Divisional Band and the
Royal Naval Barracks Band were in attendance, playing inspiring
nautical and patriotic tunes. The Countess of Shaftesbury was
escorted by the Commander-in-Chief (Admiral Sir Osmond de B.
Brock, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.0.), and as they alighted at the
foot of the steps leading to the launching platform, a guard of
honour and band from the Royal Naval Barracks, which was
mounted with a detachment of 60 ranks of the Dorsetshire Regiment
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on 1ts lef rave - iral’s Wk
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ALTERATION { DY ‘RS Je
ATION IN LEADERSHIP OF THE PORTSMOUTH BRANCH BRITISH

LEGION,

b ||,f.“|;l,-lilt(j-;“g]H..l'()l all ‘th(- }11(‘111!)(-1'.‘\'. of the Portsmouth Branch
0B, h:: l)(‘f(fll(:fll,‘,jl?,:l]g'—('(;"]1(]‘“['1:” R. A. W. Colleton, Bart.
e airman o he Branch for the last eight 78 ‘.\"
”I:‘Hl'{;r'lli'l]‘Iln('(h((ll advice has resigned.  This is a <Ii.\'tin;:‘l l(:.:suu;
o ]"‘~“ll<] .]] ill(’ the mvmlzvrs are fortunate in that the vacancy
o “u‘ oy Admiral R, B. Farquhar, €.B., and the fact that

Lobert Colleton has accepted the office of Vice i

ensure g ; -Preside ot
nsure the retention by the Branch ¢ Lem il

f his valuable assistance as
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an experienced leader. During the past year a new scheme was
entered upon by the Legion whereby a party of ex-naval men
and families have been gathered at Chisildon, Wilts, for training
in farm work for Canada. Portsmouth has sent two families.
These will undergo training until about next May, when they will
be sent to Canada. All expenses, during both the training and
the outward journey, will be borne by the Legion. It is very
gratifying to report an increase of over £300 in connection with
the Poppy Day collection, thus establishing a new record, and a
letter has been received from the Organizing Secretary of the
Appeals Department acknowledging a cheque for £1,765 6s. od.,
and expressing the warm thanks of the Legion to the army of
workers and the individual supporters. Ten permanent situations
have been found for members of the Branch during the past twelve
months in addition to 44 temporary situations, while 31 men were
financially assisted by granting rail fares, and in other cases necessary
tools have been provided.

H.M.S. ‘““ LONDON "’ COMMISSIONED AT PORTSMOUTH FOR DUTY IN
THE MEDITERRANEAN.

The new 10,000 ton cruiser London was commissioned here by
Capt. H. H. Rogers, M.V.O., O.B.E., and is proceeding to the

Mediterrancan where she will take over the duties of flagship to
the fast cruiser squadron in the place of the Ivobisher. The
London is one of the four cruisers of the 1925 programme. She
was laid down in February, 1926, and launched by Lady Blades
on September 14th, 1927, and was the first ship of the class designed
by Sir W. J. Berry after his appointment as Director of Naval
Construction. These vessels are armed with eight 8-in., four 4-in.
(A.A.) and 20 smaller guns. There are eight torpedo tubes in
two quadruple deck mounts and the speed is placed at 32 knots.

The present ship is the eighth of the name and the plate she
has inherited from the last London forms a very interesting collection
and includes five separate gifts from the Lord Mayor (Sir J. Pound)
and citizens of London, presented in 19o6. The first gift was a
model in silver of the White Tower in the Tower of London, together
with a pair of handsome dishes in solid silver, bearing as the principal
feature of the design the City Dragon, finely wrought. The
second gift took the form of a Silver Challenge Shield, to be competed
for annually at Big Gun Practice, the name of the best shooting
crew on board to be inscribed on it each year. In addition, the
Mercers’ Company, the senior of the City Companies, presented
three silver cups—copies of three loving cups in the possession of
the Company.
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SLOUGH.

Saturday, 12th January, was a Red i i

. JBidal th | ary, was a Rec Letter day in the his
t“v(,“]g"()?lilo(lll'[’tl'] Hléll.\h ‘L(g_l(m Club, 1(31' 1t saw the laying oft(t)l’rl}ci
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N (‘:l )’l(‘itou;,ry\l/ ('n_]u._,v(\_(l by a g;llhvring which rather
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Southall Working Men’s Club. He was a hard worker in the
Club’s interest and did a great deal for Club life in Southall. With
the Club we mourn their great loss.

It was also with deep regret that we at Slough learned of
the death of Mr. E. Bailey. Although to us only “ a voice over
the ’phone ” he will be greatly missed, and we can sympathise in
their loss with those who were brought into personal contact with

him. Our business relations were always of a most cordial nature
L

WOOILWICH.

“Roll on Summer " is, we think, the most popular phrase
at the moment, although when one reads the headlines of the
various papers—‘ London Getting Colder,” etc.—it seems as
though the warmer weather is still a long way off.

[t is very touching when one reads the GAZETTE each month
to hear of the passing of some of the Firm’s oldest employecces.
We here regret to report the death of our late Chief Clerk, Mr.
H. H. Fish, who passed away very suddenly on December 28th,
1928. Mr. Fish served the Firm for over 40 years at this Branch,
retiring from duty on December s5th, 1920.

Mr. Fish used to pay us a visit regularly every week, and
needless to say we miss him and his cheery words very much.

We all appreciated the photograph of the Reading Football
Team, and if this is to be a regular feature, Mr. Editor, I have been
asked if you will kindly place Charlton Athletic on your list. We
feel sure our Portsmouth readers will agree they deserve this, after
their display in the cup tie against their local team.

As usual at this time of the year, dances are in full swing and
we have had the pleasure of supplying many of these, both military
and civilian.

Ye Ancient Order of Froth Blowers held a vey fine dance al
the Town Hall, Woolwich, recently, in aid of the Woolwich \\‘;}1
Memorial Hospital, and quite a good sum was handed over. We
had the pleasure of supplying the bar, through one of the local
licensees.

Some of our readers may be interested to know that the 1st
and 2nd Training Brigades, R.A., Woolwich, have now svp;u';mwl
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regarding Sergeants’ Mess arrange ' i ‘
o s’ Mess ¢ gements, each having ir
2 1g their own
One of the many songs rendered on the oce
smoking concert given at the opening of the
Sergeants’ Mess, was as follows '—

asion of the excellent
Ist Training Brigade

N()\»’ l wish you good cheer all you folks who are here
l‘,()r [’'ve heard that this Mess is selling good beer,
I'm really surprised at the thirst you acquire .
[he back of your throat must be almost on fire
And we're staying right here, .
:501' the rest of the year,
dav after A% Palr i A TaAls 7
1y \'l([.;t,(,-l;l:'l):‘l{-y’yl\.}l:-} k after Week, Month after Month, and

Now before you all came vou were certain I know

Mr. l’lulnnu.-r intended to give a good show, :

1’\:](1 accordingly appointed a Mess President

Who quickly found out where the £ s. d. went

Old Simonds provided the drink, = .

Which is putting us all in the pink

And when homeward we go, :

We shall roll to and fro,

Day after Day, Week after Week, Month after Month, and
Year after Year. : g

N)\\' the hours they are strict, and we must not be late

S0 I)cw;.u'c all you people who've had one over the vi"ht.

\Uur‘\vlv(-s will be waiting for yvou at the door H

And if you're not careful you may hit the floor,

Your troubles will not have begun, :

l‘JnliI we have replaced the bung

S0 drink all you can, *

For we don’t care a hang,

l){ly i‘lH(‘l' Day, Week after Week, Month after Month, and
Year after Year. . G

R.O.M.S. Warman is responsible

for the composing
Wl sing of the
Song, which does not carry a copyright. l 5

The opening of S '
ning of the Screea AV e LA £
Was in the for g Akl nts’ Mess, 2nd [raining Brigade,
o orm of a whist drive and concert; the Mess on this
asion was full to the Sung,”’
(‘y(\”]”g.

and all spent a very pleasant
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

May we, in the West, place on record our deep sense of loss at
the passing hence of an old servant of the Firm, Mr. Edward
Bailey. We, who worked with him at the Brewery, know the
example he set during his many years of service. The principles
he, and others we can remember, stood firm for, are not easy to
live up to, and paradoxically though of life, outlive us all.

We thank you, Mr. Editor, for the kindly thought which
prompted that valued reproduction of our old friend’s likeness,
and we, with all who were his comrades, will always have a kindly
thought in our hearts when the name of Edward Bailey arises.

OUR SOCIAL CLUB.

The Annual Meeting of the above took place at the Club on
January 23rd at 8.0 p.m. Mr. W. H. C. Mills (Chairman) presided
over a fair attendance, despite the bad weather outside.

We are glad to say the atmospheric conditions did not over-
shadow the meeting ; the keenest interest being taken throughout
the proceedings.

The Balance Sheet showed a surplus of Assets over Liabilities
to the value of £28 7s. 2d., despite the heavy calls of the now
defunct Football Club.

One pleasing feature was the proposed list of 20 new members,
which brings the membership up to about 60, and thus encouraged,
the new Officers elected and Committee will go forward with
renewed vigour.

The President (Mr. F. A. Simonds) and Vice-Presidents were
unanimously re-elected, and a hearty vote of thanks was passed,
in like manner, for their invaluable help in the past.

The Officers elected for the current year were as follows :
Chairman, Mr. R. Rymell ; Vice-Chairman, Mr. E. Pierce ; Hon.
Treasurer, Mr. R. E. Wright ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. G. Sealey ;
Commilttee, Messrs. A. E. Ellis, R. Mills, W. H. C. Mills, S. Naish and
G. Rogers ; Auditors, Messrs. W. H. Davis and J. H. Law.

Some proposed additions to the Club for the comfort of its
members were discussed and left in the hands of the Officers and
Committee to arrange. After the presentation of the “ Sealey "
Billiards Cup, a vote of thanks was passed to the retiring Chairman
and the meeting closed.
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[ In plas[smtg, h({wuvor, we must congratulate our Billiards
eam on defeating the 2nd Bn. De shir i i

> 2 : vonshire Regi - y e fiins
game, giment in the return

A bright augury for the future indeed ! Class will tell ! |

Ihis appears almost to be the case of the Re

o A APDRAR . _ cading v. Aston
\/‘l”‘L (,n)]) tu:, although, if true, it casts no reflection on the abilities
of the Reading men, i

I'o be beaten by such a team as the Villa, is no dis yrace. We
now read cw’r’rywh('r(: that they are the :u‘,(,:)(:pt(:(l f(l.VAOl‘ll'i{(‘S [((;
)th(:. bauble,” thus we take it that what they accom )lish(“-'d ')t
Reading made them so—a rare compliment to the 'lilni—l’»:xrl‘(ilct
P By the way, we hear the men of Brum (see last month’s notes
‘Ir:lt.crmsc(,l : all right when the news reached J)cv~<> : (;)
Certainly we didn’t notice either Claret or l’)luvs"ul)out wi l-w(ill .'
lads of the village were in full swing, and mine host was i hae
the celebrations. e

“"Tis an ill wind that blows nobody any good.”

A WORD TO OXFORD.

Can your crew pull it off this time ?

‘ €r giv H]E d ) 5
v S € t CI )l

£ e usS oOthn 1€S ]()l SEVer ll €ars, a [lfl“ (3]
WO ll(l ll]d(,,(,([ 1)( we l(,()]ll(,(l. ) ’

(Hear, Hear ! | from other Branches interested).

During the past month the greatest sporting event here
;ltil(: };{ssl"(:l.l)(:t\v?(wn tl}(j 1st l‘)ul\'c of \r\/(']linglun's I;Ecgimcnl zturl(l\:,l?z
4 S,L:,Ilntiilﬁl()'lll l\[()yuvl [ank (,():‘l)s, to <‘Iu(:i(lc which unit should enter
Wi],“‘w.m R[lt ‘(? 'th‘(,-__/\..rmy Rugby Cup. Both were the potential
hrad er a stirring encounter the “ Iron Dukes ” defeated
1eir rivals by two tries (6 points) to nil.

(*s]nwjli;llll(]‘yl::/lll;’s h,).“m.ll well, but met a sounder side, in the loose
o Y(,)m”o- ;\‘11\1/_( no .(]llll.l‘l(‘l‘, even to that great half-back,
i “1(\;,], 'dllll( 1 or most of the game allowed no man to proceed
oo A ‘:(}",t out tackled like grizzly I)(E(lvl'sl()ll almost every
o '1.([mit {,}l(tl tlnuml).vr of supporters came from Perham but
"o ‘dm[‘ _1.Lr llL: best side had won. Their vocal support was
e ‘("(,‘l‘]”.]lj [1.1()115.{‘]1()th th(t. game, and it was through no
of theirs that the Tanks retired beaten., '
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An old Devon player wrote : ““ It was real Rugby at its best,
and was a - pleasure to witness.”

Play up the Dukes!! We hope to see that Cup in Devonport
ere long.

The ’flu epidemic, in common with other places, has made
many temporary gaps in our ranks in every Department during
the past few weeks, and to add to the total, one of our transport
staff (E. Lilleyman) whilst on his motor cycle en route to the Brewery
one early morning, alighted head first on one of those corrugated
surfaces for which Cornish roads are notorious, and has been unable
for some few weeks to carry on. We are pleased, however, that

he, and all our temporary invalids, are progressing towards recovery,
and hope to see them one and all back in harness in the near future,

BRIGHTON.

Just now we are in the grip of arctic weather, the temperature
of the office not having risen above 45 degrees for some days, and
Brighton generally, especially at night time, has been thoroughly
nipped by the severest spell of weather since 1881.

The night of Thursday, February 14th, was the climax, when
the thermometer in the town dropped to 14.3 degrees, and in the
hilly outlying district 26 degrees of frost were registered. As
some recompense, whilst snowstorms have been reported elsewhere,
we have some days had six or seven hours of sunshine. Why go
to the Riviera ? ‘

A charming sight on the sea front was the frozen fountain,
which plays in the boating pool and forms part of the new ornamental
gardens on the beach. A spray of water was still issuing from the
top and, freezing as it fell, the ice mounted higher and higher.
The coloured lights which illumine the fountain during the summer
had been turned on and the effect through the masses of ice and
myriads of icicles can better be imagined than described.

The frosts have not deterred some of Brighton's “ All the
Year Round " bathers from their daily dip, and our local press
shows a photograph of five such spartans emerging from the sca
on Saturday last, with snow on the beach. Included amongst
these heroes was Mr. W. C. Hodgkinson, over 70 years of age,
whose portrait we were pleased to print in the GAZETTE a year ago.
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.Il]lw wintry weather has brought inland a large number of
seagulls, and flocks hover over the back gardens on the look-out
for any stray food, and nothing seems to come amiss to them

Sussex is hunmu"c(l. with the presence of His Majesty the King
whose sojourn at Craigweil house, near Bognor, will we lm)«.:
restore to him health and strength, :

IN(‘ws from some of the Branches has been missed of late ; what

ne . » Y Y R 3 ST ; e i 8 ! 1

|\l\,h ;.1].)1)1 ned to the Spe cial Correspondents at Slough, Farnborough
/oolwich and London ?  We shall be glad to hear from vou ‘

OXFORD.

. We were very sad indeed to hear of the passing of Mr. Edward
_|;l1 (iy. [hose of us who have come into contact with him, even
II only over the telephone, will endorse what others have said
already. V\l/<[ sllallll all miss his kindly way, and the manner that
was mvariably the same, even during suc i e
) ¢ : > ring such periods as ) as
gt g [ 1S the Xmas

i ”W(- have also to p!;m: on record the demise of a very old friend
in the person of Mr. G. F. Palmer of Abingdon. His death, after
it very ]).nn,(ul_;lml protracted illness, severs a long period of cordial
usiness relations with us. He was a hi ,
é . S. e was a highly esteemed cus g
for many years. " ke

v ”lt'.(‘),\l()l‘d‘ (:Vrf-w ]|»;|5 /;'ntru new boat and commenced training
J10p more. We venture to hope that the Dark Blues will give the
Cantabs a run (or a pull) for their money when this vear’s Putney
to Mortlake race (we nearly said procession) is decided. ‘ »

. W(‘.Pll()ll[\’lylhl that ('_llpi(l had done his worst with us when we
”r])'lll(’l,‘lll(‘v(l off most of our lady clerks in the past two years, but
an = must have had a card up his sleeve all the time, -

ll|'1[/r}/|l-u“y rate we Il."l\/’(‘ bwn_in(nnnm[ by the victim (?) himself
¢ r. J. V. Hasker is proposing to join the Benedicts somewhere

in the vicini taster nex e wi i bl
vicinity of Easter next. We wish him the felicity he deserves.

G/\'/,li\’)[\'{l(‘:]n;\f:;:;(;(\:{:;li.iz”r”lt(il‘([".\::]c(l to 'l‘(‘(lltl the ;n‘t‘i(‘lc ip I.il.\'l month’s

- u,,)muﬂ” ;,‘mln ( T)l\v (?yml;m,}lr. 5 1l S.hrnn[)mn, and

e tll(;{ﬁh ))/.fn(fm..w ‘l'l his (*ln‘un!(‘lvr- has s:ml.. His name,

<‘t)x|\'(-[-5;lfi(),| Wi{»]‘f}(,i: 80 Hl(lll\\"‘\'-("xll'.\", Is olten mentioned during
S contemporaries in the rowing world.

8 . I( cull from the leaves of the weekly Oxford Times of February
4 doggerel which appeared over the initials VARG t‘nn(‘('rnin;;
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Witney. As the Blanket Town is in our district we must, in
justice to our friends there, pass the lines on :—

‘“ DOGGEREL ON SHOWING A STRANGER ROUND WITNEY."”

Upon your left, the Butter Cross,
With Corn-Street on your right, of course.
And to cap the panorama,
That edifice, the home of drama.
Come, let us wander up the Green
And see what there is to be seen.
The Church—few finer in the nation
For christening or confirmation—
Is on your left, while on your right
Is the abode of law and might.
We hurry in between the two ;
The station bursts upon our view,
With penny-in-the-slot machine,
And ticket-office, neat and clean,
With everything so spick and span-
A triumph of the hand of man.
Oh, what a sight for startled eyes ;
[ thought it would be a surprise !
Let us return, so, by and by
We come into the street called High.
This, my dear Sir, the business zone,
No place for laggard or for drone.
Of course, we candidly admit
That Wall Street, too, can do her bit,
But we all bet our Sunday pants
Upon this spot for keen finance.
Artisticness is not forgotten,
The Windrush flows across the bottom.
What'’s that you say ? The Rhine or Nile ?
Pray, Sir, excuse us while we smile !
This shop, with windows dressed so sprightly,
Is our equivalent to ““ Whiteley.”
This town—and everyone should thank it—
Is where we make the famous Blanket.
See ! That's the factory over there.
Pure wool, for one pound five a pair.
We’ve bathing, dancing, all the sports,
Including well-kept tennis courts
In fact, to quote the local farmers,
This town, Sir, is “ The Cat’s Pyjamas

|2
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OXFORD CENTRAL CONSERVATIVE CLUB ! ANNUAL DINNER

: The annual dinner of the above Club was held on Tuesda

February 12th, and proved a very interesting function M“r F}II
Mapleston very ably presided, and there were pr('scﬁt (:<)lln(‘i.]|0r5:
Blackler and J. Rhodes, Messrs, R. Rippington, H. A l’rl:ltlcy

§I.]”“i Secretary), supported by a goodly array of members and
riends. =5

After thc_rcp.'ls(, speeches were interspersed with songs, etc
and a very enjoyable evening was spent. '

‘ We noticed In a recent issue of that estimable publication the
OA_/rl)rd ]Lfvc't;lnn.,g; llz.'n'z,cs, an item that may be of interest to the
readers of the Ladies Section of THE Hop LEAE G a7z i

Se D) _EAF GAZETTE :
as follows :- J il

“ WOMAN’S pPULPIT,”
No woman slll,ould marry a teetotaller or a man who does
not smoke.”—R. L. Stevenson—TV irginibus.

. We say “ Bravo ! to the memory of R.L.S., and recommend
our fair readers to bear in mind his excellent advice,

FARNBOROUGH.

_ )All'at Farnborough Branch were sorry to hear of the dismissal
of Reading from the F.A. Cup, by Aston Villa. Reading’s \*&011(];';—
fl_ll run of successes has been closely followed by all lu-r: .'m(l reat
(]lsu])])mx}tmcnt was felt owing to the inability to ()I)[{l;II tifﬁ'k(-‘ts
f(:r tlllt- V)I”il game. Although unsuccessful, we thank the g(‘ntlvm;n;
;Im.(!‘sl:;“‘l)1"('rw)cjlr;.y. .Yv’l'l()[ YW:]-[. to such l’l‘()lll)]c_ to (.)I)t:lin for us the
“.:“”‘. ¥ passes — for this most popular visit of the Birmingham

Sl;lflll)ll'lllv[:‘]{f) l%lns’ ..s‘('.:L‘..\'()‘Il .llut members of Farnborough Branch
i 1\\‘/1'@ ()i,’n ]‘).il l'u 1'})_(11‘11154 in all classes of football. E. Crutchley
Town et O]I .l.t)l/(.f .:l‘g‘nnst ])I'(?I(.‘.\'.\‘I()H{ll.\‘, once against Aldershot
ol |‘|(\ = 1 , 1( V.I(.x.(m(l occasion against Fulham. 1In the second
o -I"nl fl.s ‘.'lhbls ing WUI(mg n a friendly, and after the match

asked to sign on for the Isthmian League team, an offer which

he decli
> ( ) e hae - - < . { p
] lined. He has all the season been turning out for Godalming

N the Surrey Senior : J
e Surrey Senior League ; they are at present occupying top
sition 1n- the league, with an excellent chance of winiling the
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championship. Other members of the staff are playing in inter-
mediate football, . assisting Frimley Green in the Surrey
Intermediate League. Further Farnborough Branch workers are
helping Frimley Green “ A " team in the Ascot & District League,
a junior competition, and finally, some of the staff have played
for the Frimley Green 3rd XI. in the Surrey Minor Cup. Altogether
we have had the most varied interests in football to entertain us,
Whilst on this subject, mention must be also made that we employ
Frimley Green’s trainer, *“ Doctor *’ Kent.

During the severe weather we have been recently experiencing,
skaters have had numerous opportunities to indulge in their
favourite sport. There are several sheets of water in this district,
chiefly : Fleet Pond, Mytchett Lake and Cove Reservoir, that have
proved most popular. Fortunately, accidents have been very
rare, but on January 2oth, one of our labellers, A. Humm, was
concerned in an incident which spoke well for his presence of mind.
Several children, and in fact not a few grown-ups, were sliding on
Cove ““ Lake " when the ice suddenly gave way and one small boy
was precipitated into the water. Humm at once seeing the
imminent danger he was in, crawled out on the ice and was successful
in pulling the boy out. Humm is to be congratulated on his
plucky action.

Mr. R. V. Goodall, George Hotel, Basingstoke, assisted by his
brother-in-law, Mr. L. Coker, is again advertising the famous Hop
Leaf Brands in a novel manner. In his shop window is placed a
model, which is an exact replica of the house and surroundings.
It is an evening scene, in the road a policeman is holding up the
inevitable car to enable customers to cross the road to obtain
their favourite beverage. In the miniature shop window is a
varied display of goods, which is absorbing the interest of some
would-be purchasers. No detail is missed, even the stationary car
is lit up, the lamp over the shop and the yard lights have not been
overlooked. The advert. is lighted by electric ““ blinkers,” which,
in their turn, light up the wording on the front of the model:
“The Hole in the Wall, for the best.” It has been neatly con-
structed and Mr. Coker is to be commended for the conception of
this clever advert.

RAILWAY ARMS, FRIMLEY.

In Capt. J. J. Lauder, M.C., mine host of the above house, We
have one of our most popular and entertaining tenants.

Mr. Lauder has now successfully run the business connccted
with the Railway Arms since January 26th, 1922, prior to tha
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date having served upwards of 2o years in the Army. He enlisted
in the Royal Artillery in 189 and throughout his army tu(
served in the same regiment, Mr. Lauder’s :unlﬁtion in [[1(():1‘
carly days was to follow his father’s example and become a l\’i(lir.]('
Master. Although successfully passing his v.\';uninuliuns‘tl‘or tlliLt
particular duty he was not accepted on account of being .too sm'llr
He then (l('vulw[ his time to gunnery and although passing :Lll ih(:
promotion examinations in this branch, he disembarked in France
in 1914 as the Battery Rough Rider. He was the oldest mm;)b(*r
in his Battery “ The Mushroom Troop,” as it was (‘:n]lc(l. and early
in 1915 !l(‘ received the King’s Commission, still .s'(srvin'g with(th?'
same unit. He was eventually sent as [nstructor to an ’)Iﬁccrs;
School, finding it very hard to leave the Battery with which he
had served so many years. During the Great War he served on
more 'tllilll one front, the last being in Russia. He had 11‘1(" honour
of being mentioned in despatches on several occasions 'llll(l was
decorated with the Military Cross. . e ‘

Capt. J. J. Lauder, M.C.
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His soldier’s life finished, Capt. Lauder now came across the
most difficult proposition of his whole career: to find a house and
suitable employment. He was more fortunate than many others
and within a few months was settled in the Railway Arms, Frimlcy,
a home and employment combined. Mr. Lauder says that during
the seven years he has occupied these premises he has had an
experience which he has thoroughly enjoyed. He was quickly
nick-named ‘“ Jock " and has become a well-known figure in the
district ; the copy below of an envelope he recently received is an
elequent testimony of his popularity :—

JOCK,
FRIMLEY,
SURREY.

All who visit the Railway Arms are assured of a good welcome,
and can obtain a glass of the famous “ Hop Leaf " brand in perfect
condition, or should Whisky be preferred, a real good Scotch
served by some real good Scotch, accompanied by a real good
Scotch joke.

FARNBOROUGH MILITARY.
THE LATE CHAS. GEORGE MOSDELL.

We regret to record the death of Charles George Mosdell,
another of our Military Dept. staff from North Camp, and which
occurred on Wednesday, 14th February, aged 53.

Recently he had been a great, and silent sufferer and his
death is a happy release. He leaves a widow and seven children
to mourn his loss.

“ Charlie,” as he was known to his intimates, joined our
service at Alexandra Road in September, 1915, but prior to that
he had worked for us for about 15-16 years on a hired pair of
horses from Mr. J. H. Ward.

His experience with the latter gentleman made him very
valuable to us.

He was a quiet and thorough worker. We shall miss him
very much from our midst.

THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE,

NEWBURY.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Charles Frederick
Kirkland after a long and painful illness. He had been on our
Staff at Newbury as ledger clerk for the past fourteen years and
was held in the highest esteem by all the staff and employees.

Mr. Kirkland. was 56 years of age at the time of his death and
was for the most part of his life a resident of Stockport where his
father, mother and uncle were widely known and greatly respected.

He was a talented musician and was equally at home on the
organ, plano or clarionet. He took a musical degree at the
Manchester College of Music and was a pupil of the late Sir Charles
Halle. At the early age of fourteen he was appointed organist at
a Stockport Church and as a young man he toured the United
States giving organ recitals in the larger towns.

For years he was connected with Showell’s Brewery, Stockport
and later with the Rock Brewery, Brighton, from whence he came
to Newbury in 1914. He took an active part in Masonry and was
for some time Secretary of the Newbury Lodge of the R.A.O.B.

~ The funeral took place at the Old Cemetery, Newbury, on
February 6th and was attended by some 30 or 40 members of the
R.A.0.B. in Newbury and the surrounding district ; our Company
being represented by the Secretary. A wreath from the staff was
also sent. ;
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HONOUR FOR MRS. F. A. SIMONDS.

'g

In the New Year Honours List appears the name
of Mrs. Amy Fizgerald Simonds (wife of Mr.
F. A.Simonds) who has had conferred upon her the
O.B.E. for public and political services in Reading.
No honour was ever more richly deserved and we
offer Mrs. Simonds our warmest congratulations.

Bradley & Son, Ltd., " I'he Grown Press,' Caxton Street, Reading.
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