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very well on it. In his place they had to welcome Mr. Pik , and 
now, on the eve of the dinner, they welcomed Mr. Colson, who came 
from Swansea. The Brewery had had quite a good year on the 
social side. Their cricket team did very well, although the Elham 
Police beat them. Their football t eam had been very success fu l 
a nd were in the final for a cup which was being played off on Good 
Friday. The Brewery Optimists had also been very much in 
demand. As regard their hairman , he found it very hard to say 
much about him, as he did not seem to have had a past. As they 
would remember he was absent la t year , which they were told 
was probably due to the" Cole hortage." Although most of them 
did not ee so much o f him as they did of the speaker he 
could assur them he always worked hard in the office for their 
benefit, and should th pension scheme, which the Directors were 
considering, come to fruition, they might re t a sured that Mr. Col 
would see that they all received prop r consideration. (Applause.) 

TEAM-WORK THAT PAYS. 

Th Chairman in his reply a id : It is a mutter for much 
regret that ware without the presence of one of our Directors. 
I am sure, however, that they will appreciate the expre sions of loyal 
sentiment which have been uttered , and I am equally sure tha t I 
shall be voicing your feelings if, when informing the Directors, I 
also express, on your behalf, a wish for the speedy and complete 
recovery of Mr. Eric. (Hear, hear.) May I say also, it g ives me 
great personal pleasure to see the social spirit that prevails here. 
After all, it is t eam work that pays, whether in sport or business, and 
in these days of fi erce competition (and we have to meet our share 
of that) , there is no room for business for internal friction . A fIrm 
is like a machin , and every employee is a wheel working in with 
another wheel. Internal friction is simply 0 much sand in the 
machine, and it makes the wheels run harder for everyon. A I 
said before, it is team work that pays. 

Mr. Mullin referred to a possible pension scheme. T can only 
say that if the Directors a re able to apply a scheme of this nature to 
Mackeson & Co., then they will find in me a strong upporter of it, 
as I am a great believer in such things. Then there is our connection 
with Reading . Nowadays, busine s shows a tendency towards the 
creation of corpora tions, trusts, amalgamations and mergers, 
possibly on the basis of unity being strength , and in our case il 
should give us more confidence and increased strength to know 
and feel that if we find things difficult , we have a firm 0 very much 
larger and stronger than ourselves on whom we can fall back. 

Mr. Mullin and gentlemen, I thank you for the enthusiastic 
manner in which you received the toast. (Applause.) 
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THE VISITORS. 

Th.e toast of." The Visitors" was humorously proposed by 
Mr. Frurhead, Burren and Mr. Bates responding. 
Mr. Bates, represen tmg the Folkestone Police Cricket Club, said 
that he hoped they would be able to bring down a stronger t eam 
this year, and that they would turn the tables on the Brewery 
eleven. H e thought that the good old game of cricket was the 
fin est game for cem enting fri ndship . 

A vote of thanks to the artistes wa proposed by Mr. 
A. J. Beattie. 

Our best thanks are du to the artistes who en tertained u 
the evening. Mr. Colson, Mr. Beattie, and Messrs . 

]. J. Carpenter, Gubbins, GeOl-ge Austin and Fairhead 
all assisted m the good work. Mr. Colson proves a great acquisition 
lo the Brewery s taff from the entertainm nt point of view as he has 
an excellent voice .. W,e expect that his long ojourn in 

has somethIng to do wlth lt. Mr. Gubbins too was a pleasing 
surpn se and we expect to hear great things of him in the future. 
.[t was very that Billy Wigg could not attend through 
lllness, and It IS to be regretted that Mr. Davison could not see his 
way to .. We all congratulat him on winning a first prize at 
the muslc,test.lval held at Folkestone recently, however, and trust 

he Will give u the chance of hearing him another time. Mr. 
was as usual all merry and bright. The treat of the 

evel1lng was, however, Mr. G. Austin with his West Country dialect 
songs. We must reprod uce on vel' e which he inserted into the 
song" Buttercup J oe " :-

" We have got a cella r in our farm 
I t holds a bout ten barrels; 
It's chocked right full of Mackeson's ale 
And it saves a lot of qua rrel . 
We have XXXXX, M.S., and P.A .I. , 
You might think I'm a lia r, 
But if old Churchill pays our rates 
You can all come round and try 'er. " 

A very plea ant evening came to an end a bout II.30; all too 
Soon, as we had a great deal more talent which there was not time 
to in , including Mr. Tom Smith who we know had been practising 
assIduously for some time. 

STOP PH.E 

H y th Brewery 
Charing 

2 goals 
Nil. 

We are now in two final and hope to win both . 
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LONDON. 

It is with great pleasur · that we at London Stores note the 
steady improvement in th health of Mr. F. A. Simonds, and trust 
that now winter is behind us hi progress will b accelerated, and 
he will benefit by the more equable weath r that we hope will 
follow. 

Our hearty congratulations to Mrs. F. A. Simond , O.B.E., 
on the occasion of the well-deserved honour recently bestowed upon 
her. 

The monthly {ronti piece still holds great interest for us, and 
we noted with pleasure the inclusion in last month's issue of the 
photograph of another of our Reading departmental managers, 
Mr. F. C. Hawkes. 

It was very gratifying to know of the Firm securing the Royal 
Warrant, and we are anxiously waiting the arrival of the coat-of­
arms to be erected outside these Stores. 

We are now at the commencement of a great ason of sport 
in and around London. We hope to see many of our friends in 
London for the cup final at Wembley Stadium, wh re if able la 
approach the bars, they wiJl obtain the " Hop Leaf" brand that 
Messrs. Letheby & Christopher, Ltd., will dispense. Please say 
" More S.B.! " 

The various racecourses are now being prepared for the ensuing 
season , and we hope that flat racing will have a mor succes ful 
season than that which has prevailed during the jumping period. 
Once again the Lingfield meeting had to be cancelled owing to the 
bad weather conditions, but we hope the Epsom Spring Meeting 
on April 22nd, 23rd and 24th a nd the Newmarket Spring Meeting on 
April 30th, May 1st, 2nd and 3rd, wiU prove successful. We hope 
to renew acquaintanceship with many of our catering friends at 
Epsom. 

It was during 1924 that builders, mechanics, etc., first com­
me~ced.operations in these premises, and it is now pring, 1929. 
It IS still necessary to state, when inquiring, whether it is lhe 
builders' foreman or our own that is required. In fact, if the 
workmen were to completely evacuate we should feel as if som thing 
was needed to fill in the gap, they having seemed to become com­
ponent parts of the Stores. Even now we are waiting for a detach­
ment of laggers to take up position. We anticipate their arrival 
with mixed emotions. 

Our Mr. N. J. F. Nulty attended the Annual Dinner of the 
Leyton and District Trades Hall and Institute, Ltd., held at the 
Gub premises at 452, High Road, Leyton, E.10, on March Slh. 
It was a most enjoyable and successful function, there being about 
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ISO membe~ and lady an~ gen tlem n friends pres nt. Mr. A. W. 
Baker presIded, and dunng the evening the popular Secretary, 
Mr. W. G. J. Cole, proposed th toast of " The Visitors" to which 
our Mr. N. J. F. Nulty suitably responded. Th dinner ';as followed 
bya.conc rt and dance, which added greatly to the pleasure of th 
evening. 

We hope our colleagues at Brighton njoyed our notes of la t 
month. We have not been hibernating during the winter season 
but hav unsuccessfully been trying to glean ome news that th ' 
popular daily press had not air ady broad ca t. • 

Most of our staff have during th pa t three months had a 
dose of th inevitable 'flu , but we are pleas d to note that we are 
once again .attaining our full staff, and hope that the approach ing 

ummer wlll fully recuperat a ll tho e who unfortunately went 
" down." 

BRIGHTON . 

Tt was very gratifying to read in the March GAZETTE , and to 
~ear subseq uentl.y, that Mr. Eric was recovering from his recent 
dines, a nd we sincerely hope that he will oon regain sufficient 
h alth and st rength to be back at the Brewery . Perhap a sojourn 
on th south coast would benefit him , as it has His Majesty the King . 
who has made such good progress towards con vale cence ince being 
at Craigwe;! House. 

. Easter will oon be upon us, and we hope that many vi itor 
wil l follow the example of th King and come South for health and 
sunshine. 

, This .vear w pecially are glad to herald the approach of 
l~aster, for the past two months in Brighton have been exceptionally 
dull, no doubt due to the sever weather, and a l 0 iHne keeping 
lik Iy visitors at home. ' 

On Monday, March lIth, we had a visit from Her Maje ty th 
Qu. en, wh~ motored over from raigweil Hou e, Bognor. H r 
!Aalcsty whilst here visited many ant iqu hops, for which Brighton 
IS famou , and made many pur hases. A uit of furniture in on 
estab li shment, which was used by King George IV. when at the 
l~oyal Pavilion , grea tly int re t d Her Majesty. The late King 
l ~clward , when taying at Hove, paid many visits to the ant ique 
shops of Brighton, he b ing a keen co ll ector. 

. . Visitors to Brighton will see many changes since th ir la t 
VIS It. The new Aquarium i n aring complet ion , and it i hoped it 
w~ll be .open to the public by Whitsunlidc . Th old-t ime swimmer 
Will miSS Brill's Baths, which are now pra tically raz cl to the 
ground to make room for a sup r-cinema. 
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Thus relics of Brighton, as other towns, have to go to make 
mom for 'modern improvements, and Brighton's motto is "Ever 
Onward! 11 

The Corporation have also in hand a scheme for an open-air 
bathing pool, which it is supposed will be another attractlOn for 
the town. Also they have a big scheme, already under way, for the 
widening of the main streets, a very costly undertaking, but which 
in these days of increasing traffic has been rendered necessary. 

Also some of the members of the Council who like to talk in 
millions, are trying to get an undercliff road to Rottingdean, but 
the feeling of the ordinary ra tepayer is that we have enough to go 
on with at present without such Utopian ideas. Perhaps it will 
come, but we hope in the time of another generation of ratepayers. 

The landlord and customers of the Ferry Arms, Shoreham, 
have distinguished themselves in the Shoreham and District Whist 
and Cribbage League by winning for the third time the two cups 
given by Major Sexton. The cups now become the property of the 
Ferry Arms Club. Host Laker says his team is trained on brown 
ale I 

We should like to congratulate our Directors on the honour 
conferred on them in being appointed Brewers to His Majesty the 
King. What about a Royal brew? 

WOKING. 

WOl<ING AND DISTRICT CLUB STEWARDS. 

The second annual Dinner of the Club Stewards of Woking 
and District was held at the Red House Hotel, Woking, on Wednes­
day, 6th March, when a large assembly of Stewards and friends 
participated in a capital repast served under the perso~al super­
vision of Host and Hostess Smith. Mr. A. Bennett preslded. 

The Loyal Toast having been duly honoured, the C~ain~an 
said they had received the sad news that day of the passlllg wlth 
s uch tragic suddenness of Mr. Edward Wheatley, who was not. on.IY 
one of Woking's prominent footballers, but was one who, by hlS hfe 
and example, had always worthily upheld the highest traditions ~f 
sportsmanship. As an assembly they would like to pay thCll" 
respectful tributes to one they knew so well, and also to express 
their sympathy with his wife and relatives. 

The Chairman then submitted the toast of It The Woking 
and District Club Stewards." He said it was a great honour to him 
to again be invited to preside over such a repre<;entative gatheri ll 
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of the Club Stewards of the district . It was good to be able to see 
them a~ ~~a~n, and. under conditions of temporary freedom fro m the 
responslbllitIes whlch normally rest cl upon their shoulders. He 
h~ped they would all spend a very happy evening, and carry away 
WIth them many pleasant memories of such an occasion. He was 
particularly pleased to see so many Stewards from 'outside the 
Woking area, and it was the wish of the promoters of that event 
that a very cordial welcome should be extended to them. In 
common with Clubs all over the country, the Clubs in the district 
had, during the past year, experienced a more difficult period than 
had been the case for some time past. Money had been rather less 
free in circula tion, and unemployment had been somewhat severe 
in parts. 

Pro.ceec1ing, t~e Chairman said there was one subj ect to which 
he partlcularly wlshed to refer on that occasion as it had been 
somewhat prominently before the eye of the public of late, and 
that was the question of Night Clubs. It could not be too widely 
known that th y as Club Stewards had nothing in common with the 
so-ca.lle~ '.' Night ." Clubs, which. were often run by aliens for their 
own tndivldual gatn , and who aUTIS and objects were as far removed 
from the great ideals and standards of the Club movement as truth 
was from fa lsehood. He had thought fit to mention this as some 
mi understanding and misconceptions might arise in the minds of 
some people, and in their judgments and criticisms all Clubs might 
unhappily be " tarred with the same brush." 

The authorities looked to the Stewards to uphold and maintain 
a high standard of conduct in the lubs, and he was sure that they 
;:ould a~ways see t? it that such a conftd nce was fully justified. 
] he vanous Commlttees also looked to the Stewards to assist in 
securing a successful result on the business side of the Club and 
~his il~ itself called for many personal qualities: qualities of ind~stry, 
mtegnty and ability. 

Continuing, the Chairman said he hoped they would all enjoy 
good health during the year, and that 1929 would bring to the 
Clubs they represented a reasonable amount of prosperity. He 
hoped there would be few changes, and that he would be privileged 
to meet them and other friends uncler similar conditions early next 
year. 

Mr. E. Wells (Woking Constitutional) responding, said how 
grateful he was to see such a good gathering that evening. There 
was much sickness in the district, due to the influenza wave, and 
he knew that some Stewards had unfortunately been prevented 
from attending, owing to that reason. He hoped they would 
speedily be restored to their usual health. 
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Mr. E. Loughnane (Old Woking) in submitting the toast of 
" The Visitors," said how encouraging it was to have so many 
visitors with them on that occasion. He most cordially welcomed 
them and hoped they would enjoy the function, and that next year 
even more vi itors would favour them with their attendance. 

Mr. R Gough (Woking British Legion), in responding, said the 
Stewards had now held two functions, and he had been privileged 
to be pres nt on both occasion It was a very real pleasure to 
be in such congenial company. A good Steward was a valuable 
asset to a Club a t all time. 

Mr. W. R. Martin (West Byfteet ocial) submitted the toast 
o f " The hairman ," to which Mr. Bennett responded. 

An exceptionally fine musical programme was given under 
the direction of Mr. Comber (Brookwood) and was quite a feature 
of th vening. 

W. J. Price, the former Woking, Isth mian League, and Amateur 
International inside left, now playing as a professional with Fulham, 
has advanced another step toward gaining the highest individual 
honours possible for a footballer to obtain. On Monday, nth 
March , he figured at Tottenham in th " Rest" team against the 
England eleven and contributed in no small degree to the side's 
success by two goals to one. 

" Well played, J ohnny!" Woking footballers look forward to 
your success in gaining your first full international cap. 

Congratulations. to the 1st Battalion The Royal Warwickshire 
R giment (Woking) on reaching the final of the Army Cup. Wc 
shall follow the course of this match on Easter Monday with added 
interest. 

WOOLWI H. 

By the time thes lines appear in print th Easter holidays 
will be ov · r once again, and we hope trade at Headq uarter and all 
Branches will be good. Of course. the weath r will no doubt play 
a very important part. 

All here were very oncerned to hear of the very serious iLLn l'~s 
of our Managing Director, Mr. Eric, and we are indebted to Mr. C. E. 
Gough for keeping us posted with the good news that he is nOW 
progressing favourably. 

Most of us here hav been victims of the 'flu epidemic, bul 
glad to say that only onc or two have been confin cl to th ir ro01115. 
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The very severe weather (good and bad) has cau ed trade to be 
very difficult. In this district there has been a general moan 
regarding business : even the pUblicans have been complaining. 
Still, with the better weather conditions approaching (probably) 
cv rything should brighten up once again . 

Our Games Team (entire staff) visited the Woolwich Invicta 
Social Club on Thursday evening, February 21st , and received a 
hearty welcome from the Chairman , Secretary and all members. 

A most njoyable evening was spent, some of the games, 
'specially the darts, cau ing considerable excitement, a in the game 
of 3,005 up a double-five on each side was required to decide the 
winners. Just imagine our disappointment when our Foreman 
l11issed th double-twenty and game by a "short head ." 

The results of the games were as under:­
DARTS. 

Nl r. Budd 
Gilbert 

In.victa Club . 

ullen 
Faulkner 
Miller 
Terras 

.. Buggins 
l-Iuson 

IlI v'icta Club . 
Mr. E. Baker 

.. J a rvis 
Reed 

.. Terras 

{nvicta CI·ub . 
Mr. Farrugia 

.. $tanfi cld .. . 

{nv·icta Club. 
Mr. J efferys 
.. Hillman 
.. J arvis 

H . Q;. C . Simonds, Lld . 
395 
435 
450 

340 

375 
300 

380 
330 

Mr . A. W . . Bowyer... 390 
.. R. T . Kingwell 395 
.. S. H . Spurting 285 

S. G. F letcher 375 
E. Bates . .. 385 
G . Skinner 41 5 

.. [' . Thurston 315 

.. S. Kingwcll 435 

3,005 

BJl .LI AHDS. 
H . Q;. C. SimOl1ds, Lld. 

TO Mr. A. W . C. Bowyer. .. 
LOO S. C . F letcher 
LOO .. S. H . Spu rling 
100 .. S. J. Cqrlett 

400 

tUB. 
H. Q;. C . ill/.o·lIds, Lld . 

Mr. G. Skinner 
.. A . W . C. Bowycr.. . 

HLFLE SHOOTIN G . 
H . Q;. C . Sim o'nds, Lld . 

19 Mr. . G. F lctcher 
[7 F . T hurston 
19 . W . Oram 

55 

2,995 

8~ 

94 
30 
80 

o 
o 

o 

9 
o 

14 

- 3 
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lnvicta Club. 

Messrs . Hillman and Beazley ... 

Messrs. Knowles and H. Baker 

l nvicta Chlb. 

Mr. H. Baker ... 
.. Hyslop 

J) MINOES. 

108 

119 

227 

H . 6- C. Sim,onds, Ltd. 
Messrs . G. W. Oram and S. J . 

Corlett 
Messrs. R. T. Kingwell and 

S. H. Spurling 

D I{AUGHTS. 

H. 6- C. Si!llonds, Ltd. 
Mr. S. J. Corlctt 

o .. S. Kingwell 

1 2 0 

120 

o 

We are due for a return match with the Invicta lu b on 
Thursday, March 21St , and a ll are looking forward to th .fix ture. 

On March 26th the team are due to vi it th .. O.'s Mess, 
Military Police, in response to a kind invita tion from all m mbers. 
So next month we hop to give you detail o( both these fixtures, 
which we hope to win. 

Mr. H. W. Colson, late o( Swansea Branch, gave us a all 
recently and we were delighted to ee him looking so well. H has 
our staff 's best wishes in hi new appointment. 

LUDGERSHALL. 

Usually at this time of the year several poin t-to-poin t m tin~s 
are held in this vicinity, but unfortunately, owing to the ArctiC 
conditions prevailing recen tly on Salisbury Plain , several o( these 
meetings have been postponed. 

It was a great shock to the mem bers of the staff to leam of the 
death of Mrs. Wigley. She will alway be rememb red by the 
older members of the staff. During the many years that Mr. and 
Mrs. Wigley were resident at Ludgersball tll y were always 
exceedingly kind to the members of the staff who were sick or 
in need of assistance. Nothing was too much trouble to help 
anyone in need, and very many kind action will always be 
remembered. We all tender to Mr. Wigley our sincere sympathy 
in his bereavement . 
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The 2md Field Brigade H. .A., stationed at Larkhill , a re very 
10ld customers of ours and the members of the staff are always 
sure of a hearty welcome from H.. S.M. W. Kelly and the m mbers 
of the Mess. Below we giv you a couple of snapshots of the 
waiters of the Mess, which will be of interest to many artillerymen 
who have come in contact with the Brigade. 0 doubt the faces 
o( the waiters will b familiar to many. 

Needless to say, a ll the member of the staff are very gratifi d 
to hear of the progress made by Mr. F . A. Simonds, and we are 
glad to know h is well on the road to recovery from his dOllS 

illness. 

It is also a source of pleasure to learn of the honour bestowed 
on Mrs. F. A. Simonds in the r cent New Year' Honours Li t. 
Th is is indeed an honour w II arned and worthily cle. erved. 

Waiters of the Mess. 
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OXFORD. 
Since we wrote up the last budget for THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 

we have experienced some weather of all sorts. During the recen t 
cold spell there was plenty of kating to be had here, and the roads. 
to the local water (?) meadows were thronged with appropriately­
clad enthusiasts of both sexes bent on enjoying themselves as long 
at the ice lasted. We are glad to state that, considering the number 
who availed themselves of the opportunity of indulging in that 
exhilarating form of winter exercise, accidents were comparatively 
few. On the ice on the Long Meadow (which is flooded each winter 
in the hope of such conditions prevaiHng as we have recently 
experienced) some really fin e ka ting was witnessed and envied b), 
those of us who were not so efficient , and some very fast games of 
ice hockey were organised by the Oxford Univer ity Ska ting Clu b. 
We fear tha t the attendance at lectures and the like was poor whil 
there was skating to be had. 

Then followed those beautiful warm days which were described 
by the Press as a mild heat wave. And what a difference in the 
conditions: overcoats and hats were forgotten for th e nonce by 
Oxonians of both sexes and even river parties were organised . 
There was quite a mid-summer look about our river Isis on the 
Sunday with the parties of boaters clad in white flannel and an 
enterprising ice-cream man on the towing path. 

But we are enjoying seasonable weather onc more, and the 
" north-easter" has held tbe many weather vanes on Magdalen's 
pinnacles in that direction for some days now. We a re living in 
hopes of a fine Easter, however , and the corresponding fillip to 
trade , and we shall be glad of it. 

Referring to the Nature Note in last month' GAZETTE, Mr. 
Editor, we al 0 observed reed buntings among our hungry gar len 
visitors during the cold weather, but we are fairly close to the 
river here and so, perhaps, there was nothing very wonderful in 
receiving a call from Emberiza schoeniclus. 

The present term i now drawing to a do e and the various 
competitions are being completed. On Wednesday, BaIliol secured 
the H.ugby Cup by heating K ble in the final, th core being 15 
points to 5. 

With regard to inter-' varsity fixtures and with last month 's 
tentative enquiry from Plymouth rankling in our br asts, we may 
tate for the edification of those interested that Oxford were 

defeated by Cambridge this term in the annual small hore rifl e 
match , but Oxford WON the boxing, the result being Oxford 4 events. 
Cambridge 3 events, which goes to prove that if w aren't much 
good at a distant target we hav man aged for once to sore bull 's-
yes at close qnarters. 
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And now, specially for our brethren of Plymouth , we volunteer 
the information that Oxford has got a good crew this year, a 
statement tha t is endorsed by th ·,' local watermen- and they are 
slow to pra ise. Therefore, if we don't go so far at to win the boat 
race we hope to give the Can tabs a run for their money. 

We are proud to say that we have again this year been entrusted 
with the supplies for the Bicester and Warden Hill Hunt Point-to­
Point Races at Somerton on April 3rd next , and also for the South 
Oxon Hunt Buffet Tent at the Point-to-Point Meeting at Poppett's 
Hi ll on April 13th. 

All a t Oxford w~re glad to hear of Mr. F . A. Simonds' con­
valescence after his illness, and we hope that he will soon be well 
and fit enough to take up the reins once more. 

DIDCOT. 
The following notes were kindly forwarded to us by Mr. 

j. W. Dunsdon, mine Host of the" White Hart " Hotel, Didcot. 
DARTS MATCH. 

The largest darts match to take place in Didcot was held at 
the" White Hart " Hotel, Didcot , when a party, consisting of the 
first and second teams of the" Fox and Hounds," Oxford, played 
a friendly match. It must be mentioned that the " Fox and 
Hounds" are well in the running for the Oxford and District 
League championship, so the Didcot players' chance was not an 
easy onc. The match consisted of 26 games and resulted in a win 
[or the " White Hart " Hotel, Didcot, by 14 games to 12 . Th e 
match was played on two boards. The winning team was 
represented by Messrs. O. Goodall (Capt.), J. W. V. Dunsdon, 
A. Hastings, J. Spurrett A. Drewitt , L. Slade, B. Winkworth , 
j. Wigley, Sem. , G. Drew, F . Knapp, P . Steele, G. Wright , R. Cooper 
and F. Hitchman. I am sorry to admit that the names of the 
Oxford team are not to hand . excep t their captain J. Underwood 
whom we wish to thank on behalf of the visiting team. The 
evening concluded with an enjoyable smoking concert , ongs and 
recitations being given by the Oxford party. We ar visiting 
the" Fox and Hounds" on Thursday, March 21st , for the return 
match, the result of which we hope will be duly shewn in the pages 
of the next issue of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE . 

The evening terminated with a hearty vot of thanks L the 
host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. V. Dun don . 

" Longun. " 
. P.S.- In the near futur we have grea t hopes of forming a 

Dldcot and District Dart League, so will all players please con­
centrate and give a little timely help when a meeting is called. 

" Longun." 
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--- - ------------
Til E MIGHTY ATOM. 

There's a Dart Club called the" Fox and :HIounds/' 
Which climbs the Leaguc table by leaps and boun is .. 
All of them think they're very hot, 
And the Landlord 's proud of hi little lot. 
But they came to Didcot, don't you see, 
And the " White Hart" that night was all ag.lee .. 
They brought in numbers just twenty-eight 
And the biggest half of them met their fate. 
It didn ' t take long to test their mettle 
The" White Hart " players were in gOQd fettle. 
We whitewashed the" Fox," the" Hounds" as well, 
They couldn ' t get the scent, so dare not yell. 
To finish the match it didn' t take long, 
So we retired to music and had a song ; 
We started off with Misery F arm 
And another little drink won' t do us any harm . 
We fini shed up this rollicking time 
With shaking hands and Auld Lang Syne. 
A upper and concert were held a t the" White Hart," Didcot, 

on Monday, March 4th, unci r the auspices of the R.A.O .B . An 
hour's extension was granted for thi function and those present 
spent a very enjoyable evening. 

A meeting of British Legion delegates was held at this House 
on Monday, March lIth . Mr. Rowland Sharpe of l'{eading was ill 
the chair. There were also present delegate from Reading. 
Wallingford , Chol ey, I angbourne, Blewbury, Hagbourne, and 
Harwell. 

G lBI'{ALTA1~ . 

During the visit of the Flee t socia l life IJ1 Gibra lta r goes to· 
the top rung of t he ladder ; you have no need to worry, there is· 
always something on. The usual routine j to get into a boilecl 
shir t and dinner jacket , not forg tting the remainder of the regalia 
of course, walk out of the house and ge t into a taxi. The driver 
say " Yes ir," or words to tha t effect in Spanish, and all YOll 

know is tha t you arrive th ere, and are more th an surprised to find 
yourself in bed th following morning- drastic stuff, tha t lubricant 
known a " Lizzie" or the more familiar " Mothers' Ruin ." Somc 
of our reader will rememb 'r th e pre-war call " Half a quartern and 
two out." till, in spi te of all, we ha 1 biz in the for ground, and 
mad our daily ro unds coll cting orders for the famous" Hop Leaf " 
brands. 

The most importanl item l record i th production of a 
bright , breezy topical revue by Milita ry Heaclquarter " Brightel 
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'Braltar, " which occupied the stage at the Assembly Rooms for 
five nights and in the opinion of the writer could have gone on 
much longer. It was organised for charity and was a gigantic 
success . The principal roles were filled by military offi cers of the 
Garrison, ably supported by a few lady friends. There was not a 
clull mom nt in the whole show. The songs were very topical , 
and those who are of note on the Rock got it in the neck in a 
humorous way. The author, the honora ry secretary, and those 
who gave their services in this show a re to be congra tula ted, their 
effo rts producing one of the fmest shows Gibraltar has een for 
some years. The orches tra from the Band of the 2nd Ba~tn . 
East Surrey Regiment , under the able ba ton of Mr. W. H. E. J enkms, 
added to the lustre of th e revue. Entertainments of th is kind are 
rare on th e Rock and we anxiously await the next effort of M.H.Q. 
and their talen ted performers. 

Gibraltar Fire Bri g ad e. 

On the 27 th and 28 th of February we went to lh urreys 
Boxing Tournament and saw a capita l show. The box in~ wa of 
a very high standard and som very good keen bouts w re wItnessed . 
The s tars of last year had not lost thei r prowe. s : in mos t ases they h~ I 
considerabl y i m proved . The arrangements were exceLlen t. Captall1 
C. A. la rk D .S.O., M. ., was th e referee, and the ommltte 
rcsponsible for the arrangements were :- Lieut. E. A. ~. Porch, 
C. .M. A. weeney and ergt. W . Mar h. At the conclUSIOn o( the 
Tournament the prize, very handsome cups, wer pr s nted to 
the winners and runner -up o( the various weights by H.E. The 
Governor and Command r-in- hi f, ir lexandc r J Goell y, 
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G.C.B., K.C.M.G. , A.D.C. The duties of M.C. were ably carried 
out by RS.M. S. J. Thompson and his whistle. Of course, it 
goes without saying we were not allowed to talk; during the 
rounds we behaved (had to) like mice. 

With this "write up" we publish a photograph of the 
Gibraltar Fire Brigade. The Brigade, under supervision of Captain 
H. N. Bousfield, ably assisted by Sergt. "Jack" Shepherd, i. 
furnished by the troops in the Garrison. It is a very popular and 
efficient combination. I think the insurance companies would 
testify to this, and we are only sorry to learn that they leave us in 
May for a station where it rains six days out of seven ; hence fire 
brigades have a thin time. We hope" Jack " will take to Catterick 
many happy memories of his tour with the Gibraltar Fire Brigade. 
Without doubt we shall remember him and the way we rush to 
find shelter when is at the wheel of the engine breaking all speed 
records. The m.p.h. of the Rock engine is not given away, but 
an experienced mathematician might perhaps works it out. The 
problem is :-Fire station to Catalan Bay, I minute 7F. seconds; 
" J ack" driving with his toes, find the m.p.h. and the number 
of civilians requiring" Phospherine." 

The various activities of both Fleets will be d scribed in th 
next edition. 

The home of M r . W. J. Nicholson whose photograph 
appears on the front page . 
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVON PORT. 

We were all proud to hear that the Firm had been appointed 
Brewers to His Majesty the King. Many of our greatest commercial 
undertakings would give almost half their kingdoms to-day to be 
able to use this sign of approbation. 

It is, indeed, an eloquent testimony to that consistent excellence 
which for so many years past has marked all products which are 
sold under the "Hop Leaf " label, and which have attained to 
such a high place in the markets of the Empire. 

While expressing our sincere gratification at so splendid an 
achievement, may we also offer our hearty congratulations to the 
Firm's Directors who have guided its progress to so memorable 
a day. 

With our new plant installed and extensions practically 
completed, we confidently look ahead, knowing already the advan­
tages of added space and more up-to-date machinery. 

Oiling the intricate gears of production and supply, looking 
over new departmental screws and nuts: in short , preparing for the 
storm of orders, which we hope the better weather will bring. 
Old Jack Frost has had a terribly long innings this year, and we are 
quite sure he is no friend of ours now. Still, perhaps the kind 
gentleman who is responsible for our national exchequer will make 
up for all his past sins of omission and throw us a crumb of comfort. 
It would indeed be a most popular missile. 

Loud cheers from aJl parts of th House! 

And " S.B." to all Stations. 

We have again been nominated by the Executive Committee 
of the following Meetings for the sole supply of malt liquors :­
Mr. Spooner's Harriers Point-to-Point , the Lamerton Hunt Point­
to-Point, the North Cornwall Hunt Point-to-Point, the East 
Cornwall Hunt Point-to-Point, the TOl'quay Races. 

And with so many other out-oi-door events coming along, we 
hope to once again keep the "Sign of Perfection " in the public 
cy '. 

Most of our invalids. we are glad to say, are now in the ranks 
again. Mr. F. Pierce, who unravels our transport difficulties, 
(and endeavours to satisfy those many patrons from near and far 
who cannot wait) has had rather a bad time of it . We hope h 
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will soon feel quite fi t again. As our Billiards Captain we have 
missed his assistance. No doubt, by the time these lines appear, 
he will be breaking the hearts 0·£ some of our budding cueists with 
his twenties and thirties. 

Talking about billiards, we regret to announce that the donor 
of the bottle of whisky prize in the zoo-up tournament has been 
defeated. All the thirsty losers are now anxiously watching the 
semi-final round, and the play of their own " pal " in particular. 
There is no question of the prize being unsuitable, whoever gets it I 

Our Club is still forging ahead, and with the improvements in 
hand is likely to be of even greater value to its members in the 
future. Looking back over its brief life, we are more than satisfied 
a t the progress made. 

The comrad hip of " Tamarites " has been a marked feature 
of its work since its inauguration took place in 19Z6. THE Hop 
LEAF GAZETTE made us realize the possibilities of having our own 
Club, and from the Clubroom at the" Barley Sheaf" to our present 
premises was but the first step in its advancement.. The GAZETTE 
is still eagerly awaited month by month , and keeps us in touch with 
our confreres a t Reading and the Branches. If we were not aware 
of the time which the production of this little volume entails we 
should seriously have to ask our Editor to consider giving llS a 
more frequent edition. As there are limits to even his ndurance. 
we must forbear. [Why not suggest a" daily " ?- Editor, fi .L.G.] 

In the enforced absence of Mr. E. E. Pike, who, we are sorry 
to say, has been ill for some weeks and is now recovering health 
a mid the healing breezes of Torquay, we have had the assistance of 
Mr. V. Richards, from Reading, as our brewer. He is no stranger 
to u , and we hope he will find time to explore still fur ther his 
knowledge of the West ountry whilst he is with us. 

He must, however, be cautious when invitations to view its 
beauties " from the air " are floating around. The gravities of 
" S.B. " and other beverages present no difficulties to him, we know. 
We hope, therciore, he will be atisfied and not seek to probe 
further into the law of gravity . We should partly feel responsible 
if a sudden drop occurred whilst he was doing so. 

HARD LUCK . 

For the second year in succession the 1st Ba ttalion The Duke 
of Wellington 's Regiment have failed a t the critical moment tq 
grasp that very elusive trophy, the Army Rugby Cup. 

THE Hop LEA F GAZETTE. 407 

As last year they were defeated by the winners, the 1st King's 
Own Royal Regiment, on this occasion by a narrow margin. 

Th " Dukes" in this game appeared to have temporarily lost 
that dash and love for the game (which so characterised that Irish 
victory at Twickenham last month) and which has so marked their 
play in the preceding rounds. The result of too much Rugby 
maybe. 

To use an " Irishism," our Brewery" prophets" ar at a loss 
for the moment- to account for the result. 

We hope the figure 3 will bring the 33rd their due reward 
next time, although we know they will be the last to "grouse" 
if it doesn't. Well playec;l. " The Dukes" I 

THE" MOONRAJ{ERS." 

We are extremely sorry to learn that the autumnal moves of 
the current year will cause the transference of the I t Battalion 
(Duke of Edinburgh) Wiltshir Regiment from our Garrison to 
Egypt in th e near future. 

peaking from long experience of this famous Regim nt , both 
at home and abroad, and with knowledge of its Battalions whom 
we have had the honour to erve both in peace and in war, we can 
truthfully say that it has been a pleasure and a ptivilege which we 
highly prize. 

It is particularly plea ·ant , however, to know that its link 
with the County of Devon will be unbroken, as the znd Battalion 
from China are to replace the I t Battalion at Crown hill Hu tments. 

Th e wearer of the Maltes ros. hav during their stay been 
an example to the Garrison, and we have no fear that th Battalion 
com ing to us will prov any less worthily representative of their 
County than the 1st Battalion have proved themselves to b . 
We are sorry to los such an ad mirable unit of His Maj sty's Army, 
and wish them all good tortune when the time comes for thei r 
departure from us. 

" A peac ful sVL tion and a safe return , when du ty i don ." 

GLO n COUS DEVON! 

Those of us who wander along the broad acres of our ounty 
at this season of the year and notice t he bur ting leaf, th sunli t 
h dgerows, with every nook and corner awaking to the call of 
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spring ; those who roam along the by-paths, through th e aisles 
and avenues of the woods, now ablaze with their golden glories 
half hidden in the shade, or strain their ears to catch those halting 
·cadenzas and arpeggios of the feathered world who flit around 
us as we walk . 

(Nature is waking all a round us I The promise of life is 
everywhere!) And we who traverse the countryside endeavour to 
solve its mysteries. We know what Browning felt when he yearned 
for the sights and sounds we see and hear every day, and how his 

" Oh, to be in England, 
Now that April 's here" 

strikes a respon ive chord in the heart of every true lover of our 
land . Spring has come! The open road beckons to its countless 
thousands, and old and young eagerl y face its ever-increasing 
dangers for its many more delights. 

Some of u oil our bats, overhaul pads, tend racq uets, take 
o ut our licences, and get out into the sunshine. 

Many of us maybe cast our minds back with mixed feelings 
to those other Aprils, not so long ago to LI S, when we would have 
given much for one glimpse of that little bit of " Blighty" which 
we held sacred . Yes, we know what Browning meant now! 
Perhaps that is why we understand, and can see to-day, how 
wonderful is- " England now." 

IIr.dl.y liI Son . Ltd .. " Th. Crown Pr .... " C •• ton Str •• t. Re.dlng. 
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