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LONDON.

It is with great pleasure that we at London Stores note the
steady improvement in the health of Mr. F. A. Simonds, and trust
that now winter is behind us his progress will be accelerated, and
he will benefit by the more equable weather that we hope will
follow.

Our hearty congratulations to Mrs. F. A. Simonds, O.B.E,,
on the occasion of the well-deserved honour recently bestowed upon
her.

The monthly frontispiece still holds great interest for us, and
we noted with pleasure the inclusion in last month’s issue of the
photograph of another of our Reading departmental managers,
Mr. F. C. Hawkes.

It was very gratifying to know of the Firm securing the Royal
Warrant, and we are anxiously waiting the arrival of the coat-of-
arms to be erected outside these Stores.

We are now at the commencement of a great season of sport
in and around London. We hope to see many of our friends in
London for the cup final at Wembley Stadium, where if able to
approach the bars, they will obtain the “ Hop Leaf " brand that
Messrs. Letheby & Christopher, Ltd., will dispense. Please say
“ More S.B:.!' "

The various racecourses are now being prepared for the ensuing
season, and we hope that flat racing will have a more successful
season than that which has prevailed during the jumping period.
Once again the Lingfield meeting had to be cancelled owing to the
bad weather conditions, but we hope the Epsom Spring Meeting
on April 22nd, 23rd and 24th and the Newmarket Spring Meeting on
April 30th, May 1st, 2nd and 3rd, will prove successful. We hope
to renew acquaintanceship with many of our catering friends at
Epsom.

It was during 1924 that builders, mechanics, etc., first com-
menced operations in these premises, and it is now Spring, 1929.
It is still necessary to state, when inquiring, whether it is the
builders’ foreman or our own that is required. In fact, if llllt‘
workmen were to completely evacuate we should feel as if something
was needed to fill in the gap, they having seemed to become com-
ponent parts of the Stores. Even now we are waiting for a detach-
ment of laggers to take up position. We anticipate their arrival
with mixed emotions.

Our Mr. N. J. F. Nulty attended the Annual Dinner of the
Leyton and District Trades Hall and Institute, Ltd., held at the
Club premises at 452, High Road, Leyton, E.10, on March sth.
It was a most enjoyable and successful function, there being about
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150 members and lady and gentlemen friends present. Mr. A. W.
Baker presided, and during the evening the popular Secretary,
Mr. W. G. J. Cole, proposed the toast of ““ The Visitors,” to which
our Mr. N. J. F. Nulty suitably responded. The dinner was followed
by a concert and dance, which added greatly to the pleasure of the
evening.

We hope our colleagues at Brighton enjoyed our notes of last
month. We have not been hibernating during the winter season,
but have unsuccessfully been trying to glean some news that the
popular daily press had not already broadcast.

Most of our staff have during the past three months had a
dose of the inevitable 'flu, but we are pleased to note that we are
once again attaining our full staff, and hope that the approaching
Summer will fully recuperate all those who unfortunately went
“down.”

BRIGHTON.

It was very gratifying to read in the March GAzZETTE, and to
hear subsequently, that Mr. Eric was recovering from his recent
illness, and we sincerely hope that he will soon regain sufficient
health and strength to be back at the Brewery. Perhaps a sojourn
on the south coast would benefit him, as it has His Majesty the King,
who has made such good progress towards convalescence since being
at Craigweil House.

Easter will soon be upon us, and we hope that many visitors
will follow the example of the King and come South for health and
sunshine.

This year we especially are glad to herald the approach of
Kaster, for the past two months in Brighton have been exceptionally
dull, no doubt due to the severe weather, and also illness, keeping
likely visitors at home.

On Monday, March 11th, we had a visit from Her Majesty the
Queen, who motored over from Craigweil House, Bognor. Her
Majesty whilst here visited many antique shops, for which Brighton
is famous, and made many purchases. A suite of furniture in one
establishment, which was used by King George IV. when at the
Royal Pavilion, greatly interested Her Majesty. The late King
Edward, when staying at Hove, paid many visits to the antique
shops of Brighton, he being a keen collector.

Visitors to Brighton will see many changes since their last
visit.  The new Aquarium is nearing completion, and it is hoped it
will be open to the public by Whitsuntide. The old-time swimmers
will miss Brill’s Baths, which are now practically razed to the
ground to make room for a super-cinema.
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Thus, relics of Brighton, as other towns, have to go to make
room for modern improvements, and Brighton’s motto is ““ Ever
Onward !

The Corporation have also in hand a scheme for an open-air
bathing pool, which it is supposed will be another attraction for
the town. Also they have a big scheme, already under way, for the
widening of the main streets, a very costly undertaking, but which
in these days of increasing traffic has been rendered necessary.

Also some of the members of the Council who like to talk in
millions, are trying to get an undercliff road to Rottingdean, but
the feeling of the ordinary ratepayer is that we have enough to go
on with at present without such Utopian ideas. Perhaps it will
come, but we hope in the time of another generation of ratepayers.

The landlord and customers of the Ferry Arlnsj S!lofcluu_n,
have distinguished themselves in the Shoreham and District Whist
and Cribbage League by winning for the third time the two cups
given by Major Sexton. The cups now become the property of the
Ferry Arms Club. Host Laker says his team is trained on brown
ale !

We should like to congratulate our Directors on the honour
conferred on them in being appointed Brewers to His Majesty the
King. What about a Royal brew ?

WOKING.

WOKING AND DISTRICT CLUB STEWARDS.

The second annual Dinner of the Club Stewards of Woking
and District was held at the Red House Hotel, Woking, on W(:(.lm'w
day, 6th March, when a large assembly of Stewards and friends
participated in a capital repast served under the personal super-
vision of Host and Hostess Smith. Mr. A. Bennett presided.

The Loyal Toast having been duly honoured, the Chairman
said they had received the sad news that day of the passing with
such tragic suddenness of Mr. Edward Wheatley, who was not only
one of Woking’s prominent footballers, but was one who, by his life
and example, had always worthily upheld the highest traditions QI_
sportsmanship. As an assembly they would like to pay llml‘
respectful tributes to one they knew so well, and also to express
their sympathy with his wife and relatives.

The Chairman then submitted the toast of “ The Woking
and District Club Stewards.” He said it was a great honour to him
to again be invited to preside over such a representative gatherin
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of the Club Stewards of the district. It was good to be able to see
them all again, and under conditions of temporary freedom from the
responsibilities which normally rested upon their shoulders. He
hoped they would all spend a very happy evening, and carry away
with them many pleasant memories of such an occasion. He was
particularly pleased to see so many Stewards from outside the
Woking area, and it was the wish of the promoters of that event
that a very cordial welcome should be extended to them. In
common with Clubs all over the country, the Clubs in the district
had, during the past year, experienced a more difficult period than
had been the case for some time past. Money had been rather less
free in circulation, and unemployment had been somewhat severe
in parts.

Proceeding, the Chairman said there was one subject to which
he particularly wished to refer on that occasion as it had been
somewhat prominently before the eye of the public of late, and
that was the question of Night Clubs. It could not be too widely
known that they as Club Stewards had nothing in common with the
so-called ““ Night ”* Clubs, which were often run by aliens for their
own individual gain, and whose aims and objects were as far removed
from the great ideals and standards of the Club movement as truth
was from falsehood. He had thought fit to mention this as some
misunderstanding and misconceptions might arise in the minds of
some people, and in their judgments and criticisms all Clubs might
unhappily be ‘‘ tarred with the same brush.”

The authorities looked to the Stewards to uphold and maintain
a high standard of conduct in the Clubs, and he was sure that they
would always see to it that such a confidence was fully justified.
The various Committees also looked to the Stewards to assist in
securing a successful result on the business side of the Club, and
this in itself called for many personal qualities : qualities of industry,
integrity and ability.

Continuing, the Chairman said he hoped they would all enjoy
good health during the year, and that 1929 would bring to the
Clubs they represented a reasonable amount of prosperity. He
hoped there would be few changes, and that he would be privileged
to meet them and other friends under similar conditions early next
year,

Mr. E. Wells (Woking Constitutional) responding, said how
grateful he was to see such a good gathering that evening. There
Was much sickness in the district, due to the influenza wave, and
he knew that some Stewards had unfortunately been prevented
from attending, owing to that reason. He hoped they would
Speedily be restored to their usual health.
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Mr. E. Loughnane (Old Woking) in submitting the toast of
“The Visitors,” said how encouraging it was to have so many
visitors with them on that occasion. He most cordially welcomed
them and hoped they would enjoy the function, and that next year
even more visitors would favour them with their attendance.

Mr. R. Gough (Woking British Legion), in responding, said the
Stewards had now held two functions, and he had been privileged
to be present on both occasions. It was a very real pleasure to
be in such congenial company. A good Steward was a valuable
asset to a Club at all times.

Mr. W. R. Martin (West Byfleet Social) submitted the toast
of “ The Chairman,” to which Mr. Bennett responded.

An exceptionally fine musical programme was given under
the direction of Mr. Comber (Brookwood) and was quite a feature
of the evening.

W. J. Price, the former Woking, Isthmian League, and Amateur
International inside left, now playing as a professional with Fulham,
has advanced another step towards gaining the highest individual
honours possible for a footballer to obtain. On Monday, 11th
March, he figured at Tottenham in the  Rest "' team against the
England eleven and contributed in no small degree to the side’s
success by two goals to one.

“Well played, Johnny!” Woking footballers look forward to
your success in gaining your first full international cap.

Congratulations to the rst Battalion The Royal Warwickshire
Regiment (Woking) on reaching the final of the Army Cup. We
shall follow the course of this match on Easter Monday with added
interest.

WOOLWICH.

By the time these lines appear in print the Easter holidays
will be over once again, and we hope trade at Headquarters and all
Branches will be good. Of course, the weather will no doubt play
a very important part.

All here were very concerned to hear of the very serious illness
of our Managing Director, Mr. Eric, and we are indebted to Mr. C. .
Gough for keeping us posted with the good news that he is now
progressing favourably.

Most of us here have been victims of the 'flu epidemic, but
glad to say that only one or two have been confined to their rooms.
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The very severe weather (good and bad) has caused trade to be
very difficult. In this district there has been a general moan
regarding business : even the publicans have been complaining.
Still, with the better weather conditions approaching (probably)
everything should brighten up once again.

Our Games Team (entire staff) visited the Woolwich Invicta
Social Club on Thursday evening, February 21st, and received a
hearty welcome from the Chairman, Secretary and all members.

A most enjoyable evening was spent, some of the games,
especially the darts, causing considerable excitement, as in the game
of 3,005 up a double-five on each side was required to decide the
winners. Just imagine our disappointment when our Foreman
missed the double-twenty and game by a “ short head.”

The results of the games were as under :—

DARTS.
Invicta Club. : H. & G. Svmonds, Ltd.
Mr., Budd e 308 Mr. A. W. C. Bowyer... i 390
nGUbert s . v 435 R. T. Kingwell ... Seon E1eY

Cullen .. 450 D S DBl D R 285
Faulkner ... S3 A0 S RGNl etCheT S - 398
Miller w375 I
Terras “a 300 o 4

I

5. Bates ... ... 385
. Skinner il 4T85
Buggins ... s 1380 i B Thurston s LRTH
Huson i) 2330 » S, Kingwell v 1435

3,005 2,995

BILLIARDS.

Invicta Club. H, & G. Simonds, Lid.
. B, Baker ... SO0 Mr. A. W. C. Bowyer...
Jarvis S0 o) S. G. Fletcher
Reed oy n{o]o) ,, S. H. Spurling
Terras 100 o [EiCoriett

400

CRIB.

Invicta Club, H. & G. Simonds, Lid.
oy G b Mr. G. Skinner v
Stanfield ... A. W. C. Bowyer...

RIFLLE SHOOTING.
Invicta Club, H. & G. Sitmonds, Lid.
. Jefferys ... Mr. S. G. Fletcher 3
Hillman ... . F. Thurston

Jarvis G. W. Oram
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DOMINOES.

Invicta Club. H. & G, Simonds, Lid.
Messrs. Hillman and Beazley... 108 Messrs. G. W. Oram and S. J.
Corlett U120
Messrs. Knowles and H. Baker 119 Messrs. R. T. Kingwell and
S. H. Spurling

227

DRAUGHTS.

Invicta Club., H., & G. Sitmonds, Lid.
Mr, H. Baker ... Mz, .S i Conlett
HiySlopassi . S. Kingwell

»

We are due for a return match with the Invicta Club on
Thursday, March 21st, and all are looking forward to the fixture,

On March 26th the team are due to visit the N.C.0.’s Mess,
Military Police, in response to a kind invitation from all members.
So next month we hope to give you details of both these fixtures,
which we hope to win.

Mr. H. W. Colson, late of Swansea Branch, gave us a call
recently and we were delighted to see him looking so well. He has
our staff’s best wishes in his new appointment.

LUDGERSHALL.

Usually at this time of the year several point-to-point meetings
are held in this vicinity, but unfortunately, owing to the Arctic
conditions prevailing recently on Salisbury Plain, several of these
meetings have been postponed.

It was a great shock to the members of the staff to learn of the
death of Mrs. Wigley. She will always be remembered by the
older members of the staff. During the many years that Mr. and
Mrs. Wigley were resident at Ludgershall they were always
exceedingly kind to the members of the staff who were sick or
in need of assistance. Nothing was too much trouble to help
anyone in need, and very many kind actions will always be
remembered. We all tender to Mr. Wigley our sincere sympathy
in his bereavement.
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The 2nd Field Brigade R.A., stationed at Larkhill, are very
old customers of ours and the members of the staff are always
sure of a hearty welcome from R.S.M. W. Kelly and the members
of the Mess. Below we give you a couple of snapshots of the
waiters of the Mess, which will be of interest to many artillerymen
who have come in contact with the Brigade. No doubt the faces
of the waiters will be familiar to many.

Needless to say, all the members of the staff are very gratified
to hear of the progress made by Mr. F. A. Simonds, and we are
glad to know he is well on the road to recovery from his serious
illness.

It is also a source of pleasure to learn of the honour bestowed

on Mrs. F. A. Simonds in the recent New Year’s Honours List.
[his is indeed an honour well earned and worthily deserved.

Waiters of the Mess.
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OXFORD.

Since we wrote up the last budget for Tueg Hop LEAF GAZETT):
we have experienced some weather of all sorts. During the recent
cold spell there was plenty of skating to be had here, and the roads
to the local water (?) meadows were thronged with appropriately
clad enthusiasts of both sexes bent on enjoying themselves as long
at the ice lasted. We are glad to state that, considering the numbers
who availed themselves of the opportunity of indulging in that
exhilarating form of winter exercise, accidents were comparatively
few. On the ice on the Long Meadow (which is flooded each winte;
in the hope of such conditions prevailing as we have recently
experienced) some really fine skating was witnessed and envied by
those of us who were not so efficient, and some very fast games of
ice hockey were organised by the Oxford University Skating Club.
We fear that the attendance at lectures and the like was poor while
there was skating to be had.

Then followed those beautiful warm days which were described
by the Press as a mild heat wave. And what a difference in the
conditions : overcoats and hats were forgotten for the nonce by
Oxonians of both sexes and even river parties were organised.
There was quite a mid-summer look about our river Isis on the
Sunday with the parties of boaters clad in white flannels and an
enterprising ice-cream man on the towing path.

But we are enjoying seasonable weather once more, and the
" north-easter "' has held the many weather vanes on Magdalen's
pinnacles in that direction for some days now. We are living in
hopes of a fine Easter, however, and the corresponding fillip to
trade, and we shall be glad of it.

Referring to the Nature Note in last month’s GAzZETTE, Mr.
Editor, we also observed reed buntings among our hungry garden
visitors during the cold weather, but we are fairly close to the
river here and so, perhaps, there was nothing very wonderful in
receiving a call from Emberiza schoeniclus.

The present term is now drawing to a close and the various
competitions are being completed. On Wednesday, Balliol secured
the Rugby Cup by beating Keble in the final, the score being 15
points to 5.

With regard to inter-'varsity fixtures and with last month’s
tentative enquiry from Plymouth rankling in our breasts, we may
state for the edification of those interested that Oxford were
defeated by Cambridge this term in the annual small bore riflc
match, but Oxford won the boxing, the result being Oxford 4 events,
Cambridge 3 events, which goes to prove that if we aren’t much
good at a distant target we have managed for once to score bull's
eyes at close quarters.
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And now, specially for our brethren of Plymouth, we volunteer
the information that Oxford has got a good crew this year, a
statement that is endorsed by th: local watermen—and they are
slow to praise. Therefore, if we don’t go so far at to win the boat
race we hope to give the Cantabs a run for their money.

We are proud to say that we have again this year been entrusted
with the supplies for the Bicester and Warden Hill Hunt Point-to-
Point Races at Somerton on April 3rd next, and also for the South
Oxon Hunt Buffet Tent at the Point-to-Point Meeting at Poppett’s
Hill on April 13th.

All at Oxford were glad to hear of Mr. F. A. Simonds’ con-
valescence after his illness, and we hope that he will soon be well
and fit enough to take up the reins once more.

DIDCOT.

The following notes were kindly forwarded to us by Mr.

J. W. Dunsdon, mine Host of the “ White Hart ”’ Hotel, Didcot.
DARTS MATCH,

The largest darts match to take place in Didcot was held at
the ““ White Hart '’ Hotel, Didcot, when a party, consisting of the
first and second teams of the “ Fox and Hounds,” Oxford, played
a friendly match. It must be mentioned that the ‘“ Fox and
Hounds ' are well in the running for the Oxford and District
League championship, so the Didcot players’ chance was not an
easy one. The match consisted of 26 games and resulted in a win
for the * White Hart ” Hotel, Didcot, by 14 games to 12. The
match was played on two boards. The winning team was
represented by Messrs. O. Goodall (Capt.), J. W. V. Dunsdon,
A. Hastings, J. Spurrett A. Drewitt, L. Slade, B. Winkworth,
J. Wigley, Senr., G. Drew, F. Knapp, P. Steele, G. Wright, R. Cooper
and F. Hitchman. I am sorry to admit that the names of the
Oxford team are not to hand, except their captain J. Underwood
whom we wish to thank on behalf of the visiting team. The
evening concluded with an enjoyable smoking concert, songs and
recitations being given by the Oxford party. We are visiting
the “ Fox and Hounds " on Thursday, March 21st, for the return
match, the result of which we hope will be duly shewn in the pages
of the next issue of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

The evening terminated with a hearty vote of thanks t. the
host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. V. Dunsdon.

‘ Longun.”

P.S.—In the near future we have great hopes of forming a
Didcot and District Darts League, so will all players please con-
centrate and give a little timely help when a meeting is called.

“ Longun.”
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THE MIGHTY ATOM.

There’s a Dart Club called the “ Fox and Hounds,”

Which climbs the League table by leaps and bounds..

All of them think they’re very hot,

And the Landlord’s proud of his little lot.

But they came to Didcot, don’t you see,

And the “ White Hart " that night was all aglee.

They brought in numbers just twenty-cight

And the biggest half of them met their fate.

[t didn’t take long to test their mettle

The “ White Hart ” players were in good fettle.

We whitewashed the ““ Fox,” the “ Hounds ” as well,

They couldn’t get the scent, so dare not yell.

To finish the match it didn’t take long,

So we retired to music and had a song ;

We started off with Misery Farm

And another little drink won’t do us any harm.

We finished up this rollicking time

With shaking hands and Auld Lang Syne.

A supper and concert were held at the “ White Hart,” Didcot,
on Monday, March 4th, under the auspices of the R.A.O.B. An
hour’s extension was granted for this function and those present
spent a very enjoyable evening.

A meeting of British Legion delegates was held at this House
on Monday, March rxth. Mr. Rowland Sharpe of Reading was in
the chair. There were also present delegates from Reading,
Wallingford, Cholsey, Pangbourne, Blewbury, Hagbourne, and
Harwell.

GIBRALTAR.

During the visit of the Fleet social life in Gibraltar goes to
the top rung of the ladder ; you have no need to worry, there is
always something on. The usual routine is to get into a boiled
shirt and dinner jacket, not forgetting the remainder of the regalia
of course, walk out of the house and get into a taxi. The driver
says “ Yes Sir,” or words to that effect in Spanish, and all you
know is that you arrive there, and are more than surprised to find
yourself in bed the following morning—drastic stuff, that lubricant
known as “ Lizzie "’ or the more familiar “ Mothers’ Ruin.”” Some
of our readers will remember the pre-war call *“ Half a quartern and
two out.” Still, in spite of all, we had biz in the foreground, and
made our daily rounds collecting orders for the famous ‘“ Hop Leaf "
brands.

The most important item to record is the production of &
bright, breezy topical revue by Military Headquarters ““ Brighte!
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‘Braltar,” which occupied the stage at the Assembly Rooms for
five nights and in the opinion of the writer could have gone on
much longer. It was organised for charity and was a gigantic
success. The principal roles were filled by military officers of the
Garrison, ably supported by a few lady friends. There was not a
dull moment in the whole show. The songs were very topical,
and those who are of note on the Rock got it in the neck in a
humorous way. The author, the honorary secretary, and those
who gave their services in this show are to be congratulated, their
efforts producing one of the finest shows Gibraltar has seen for
some years. The orchestra from the Band of the 2nd Battn.
Fast Surrey Regiment, under the able baton of Mr. W. H. E. Jenkins,
added to the lustre of the revue. Entertainments of this kind are
rare on the Rock and we anxiously await the next effort of M.H.Q.
and their talented performers.

e Rt
v

FIRE

TEL EPIIENE

Gibraltar Fire Brigade.

On the 27th and 28th of February we went to the Surreys
Soxing Tournament and saw a capital show. The boxing was of
a very high standard and some very good keen bouts were witnessed.
The stars of last year had not lost their prowess: in most cases they had
considerably improved. The arrangements were excellent. Captain

C. A, Clark D.S.0., M.C., was the referee, and the Committee

responsible for the arrangements were :—Lieut. E. A. R. Porch,
C.S.M. A. Sweeney and Sergt. W. Marsh. At the conclusion of the
Tournament the prizes, very handsome cups, were presented to
the winners and runners-up of the various weights by H.E. The
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Sir Alexander J. Godley,
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G.C.B.,, K.CM.G., AD.C. The duties of M.C. were ably carried
out by RS.M. S. J. Thompson and his whistle. Of course, it
goes without saying we were not allowed to talk; during the
rounds we behaved (had to) like mice.

With this “ write up” we publish a photograph of the
Gibraltar Fire Brigade. The Brigade, under supervision of Captain
H. N. Bousfield, ably assisted by Sergt. “ Jack ”’ Shepherd, is
furnished by the troops in the Garrison. It is a very popular and
efficient combination. I think the insurance companies would
testify to this, and we are only sorry to learn that they leave us in
May for a station where it rains six days out of seven ; hence fire
brigades have a thin time. We hope “ Jack " will take to Catterick
many happy memories of his tour with the Gibraltar Fire Brigade.
Without doubt we shall remember him and the way we rush to
find shelter when is at the wheel of the engine breaking all speed
records. The m.p.h. of the Rock engine is not given away, but
an experienced mathematician might perhaps works it out. The
problem is :—Fire station to Catalan Bay, r minute 7% seconds ;
“Jack " driving with his toes, find the m.p.h. and the number
of civilians requiring ““ Phospherine.”

The various activities of both Fleets will be described in the
next edition.

The home of Mr. W. J. Nicholson whose photograph
appears on the front page.
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

We were all proud to hear that the Firm had been appointed
Brewers to His Majesty the King. Many of our greatest commercial
undertakings would give almost half their kingdoms to-day to be
able to use this sign of approbation.

It is, indeed, an eloquent testimony to that consistent excellence
which for so many years past has marked all products which are
sold under the “ Hop Leaf” label, and which have attained to
such a high place in the markets of the Empire.

While expressing our sincere gratification at so splendid an
achievement, may we also offer our hearty congratulations to the
Firm’s Directors who have guided its progress to so memorable
a day.

With our new plant installed and extensions practically
completed, we confidently look ahead, knowing already the advan-
tages of added space and more up-to-date machinery.

Oiling the intricate gears of production and supply, looking
over new departmental screws and nuts : in short, preparing for the
storm of orders, which we hope the better weather will bring.
Old Jack Frost has had a terribly long innings this year, and we are
quite sure he is no friend of ours mow. Still, perhaps the kind
gentleman who is responsible for our national exchequer will make
up for all his past sins of omission and throw us a crumb of comfort.
[t would indeed be a most popular missile.

Loud cheers from all parts of the House !

And “ S.B.” to all Stations.

We have again been nominated by the Executive Committee
of the following Meetings for the sole supply of malt liquors :—
Mr. Spooner’s Harriers Point-to-Point, the Lamerton Hunt Point-
to-Point, the North Cornwall Hunt Point-to-Point, the East
Cornwall Hunt Point-to-Point, the Torquay Races.

And with so many other out-of-door events coming along, we
hope to once again keep the ‘“ Sign of Perfection ” in the public
eye.

Most of our invalids, we are glad to say, are now in the ranks
again. Mr. F. Pierce, who unravels our transport difficulties,
(and endeavours to satisfy those many patrons from near and far
Wwho cannot wait) has had rather a bad time of it. We hope he
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will soon feel quite fit again. As our Billiards Captain we have
missed his assistance. No doubt, by the time these lines appear,
he will be breaking the hearts of some of our budding cueists with
his twenties and thirties.

Talking about billiards, we regret to announce that the donor
of the bottle of whisky prize in the 200-up tournament has been
defeated. All the thirsty losers are now anxiously watching the
semi-final round, and the play of their own ““ pal” in particular,
There is no question of the prize being unsuitable, whoever gets it |

Our Club is still forging ahead, and with the improvements in
hand is likely to be of even greater value to its members in the
future. Looking back over its brief life, we are more than satisfied
at the progress made.

The comradeship of ““ Tamarites "’ has been a marked feature
of its work since its inauguration took place in 1926. Tur Hop
LEAF GAZETTE made us realize the possibilities of having our own
Club, and from the Clubroom at the *“ Barley Sheaf ’ to our present
premises was but the first step in its advancement. The GAzETTE
is still eagerly awaited month by month, and keeps us in touch with
our confreres at Reading and the Branches. If we were not aware
of the time which the production of this little volume entails we
should seriously have to ask our Editor to consider giving us a
more frequent edition.  As there are limits to even his endurance.
we must forbear. [Why not suggest a ““ daily ” ?—FEditor, H.L.G.)

In the enforced absence of Mr. H. E. Pike, who, we are SOITY
to say, has been ill for some weeks and is now recovering health
amid the healing breezes of Torquay, we have had the assistance of
Mr. V. Richards, from Reading, as our brewer. He is no strai ger
to us, and we hope he will find time to explore still further his
knowledge of the West Country whilst he is with us.

He must, however, be cautious when invitations to view its
beauties “ from the air” are floating around. The gravities of
© 5.B."” and other beverages present no difficulties to him, we know.
We hope, therefore, he will be satisfied and not seek to probe
further into the law of gravity. ~We should partly feel responsible
if a sudden drop occurred whilst he was doing so.

HARD LUCK.

For the second year in succession the 1st Battalion The Duke

of Wellington’s Regiment have failed at the critical moment to
grasp that very elusive trophy, the Army Rugby Cup.
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As last year they were defeated by the winners, the 1st King’s
Own Royal Regiment, on this occasion by a narrow margin.
) A 8

The “ Dukes " in this game appeared to have temporarily lost
that dash and love for the game (which so characterised that Irish
victory at Twickenham last month) and which has so marked their
play in the preceding rounds. The result of too much Rugby
maybe.

¢ )

To use an “ Irishism,” our Brewéry “ prophets "’ are at a loss
for the moment—to account for the result.

We hope the figure 3 will bring the 33rd their due reward
next time, although we know they will be the last to  grouse
if it doesn’t. Well played “ The Dukes !

THE ‘‘ MOONRAKERS."’

We are extremely sorry to learn that the autumnal moves of
the current year will cause the transference of the 1st Battalion
(Duke of Edinburgh) Wiltshire Regiment from our Garrison to
Egypt in the near future.

Speaking from long experience of this famous Regiment, both
at home and abroad, and with knowledge of its Battalions whom
we have had the honour to serve both in peace and in war, we can
truthfully say that it has been a pleasure and a privilege which we
highly prize.

[t is particularly pleasant, however, to know that its link
with the County of Devon will be unbroken, as the znd Battalion
from China are to replace the 1st Battalion at Crownhill Hutments.

The wearers of the Maltese Cross have during their stay been
an example to the Garrison, and we have no fear that the Battalion
coming to us will prove any less worthily representative of their
County than the st Battalion have proved themselves to be.
We are sorry to lose such an admirable unit of His Majesty’s Army,
and wish them all good fortune when the time comes for their
departure from us.

o« . x " ' )
A peaceful station and a safe return, when duty is done.

GLORIOUS DEVON !
Those of us who wander along the broad acres of our County
at this season of the year and notice the bursting leaf, the sunlit
hedgerows, with every nook and corner awaking to the call of
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spring ; those who roam along the by-paths, through the aisles
and avenues of the woods, now ablaze with their golden glories
half hidden in the shade, or strain their ears to catch those halting
cadenzas and arpeggios of the feathered world who flit around
us as we walk.

(Nature is waking all around us! The promise of life is
everywhere !) And we who traverse the countryside endeavour to
solve its mysteries. We know what Browning felt when he yearned
for the sights and sounds we see and hear every day, and how his

“ Oh, to be in England,

Now that April’s here "
strikes a responsive chord in the heart of every true lover of our
land. Spring has come ! The open road beckons to its countless
thousands, and old and young eagerly face its ever-increasing
dangers for its many more delights.

Some of us oil our bats, overhaul pads, tend racquets, take
out our licences, and get out into the sunshine.

Many of us maybe cast our minds back with mixed feelings
to those other Aprils, not so long ago to us, when we would have
given much for one glimpse of that little bit of Blighty ”” which
we held sacred. Yes, we know what Browning meant now !

Perhaps that is why we understand, and can see to-day, how
wonderful is—‘ England now.”

Bradley & Son, Ltd., “The Crown Press," Caxton Street, Reading.
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