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MILK STOUT IN THE JUNGLE.

A paragraph in a letter recently received by our Chairman and
Managing Director, Mr. F. A. Simonds, from friends in Assam, so
eloquently describes a trip to Tinsukia, that the reader obtains a
vivid impression of a very fascinating although laborious journey
to the “ back of beyond,”” which met with a due reward.

We are permitted to reprint the excerpt :
“Tt took us 24 days to get here.

“ First a train, then a river steamer, then another train, then
another train through hill tracts, taking 11 hours to go 105 miles !
then another train for the second night, then a car drive through
jungle for two hours ; then a ferry over a river ; then a short walk
and another ferry over another river, and then a car drive of 8
miles, and here we are! And at 6.30 on the last morning when
we got out of our train and had a cup of tea in the * Refreshment
Room,” what should we see but a bottle of Simonds” Milk Stout
on the top of a rickety glass-fronted cupboard | The place was
TINSUKIA, if you would like to look it up.

‘At the present moment we have escaped into the jungle
and the nearest Europeans are the Political Officer and a handful
of soldiers who are posted at various spots on the N.E. Frontier.

“

.. .. the quickest way for us to get news of our family
would be for them to cable to England and ask someone to send a
Radio S.0.S. from there | "

The fate of the bottle of Milk Stout is not mentioned, but we
can only hope that there were many others for those of the party
who needed a restorative after an arduous journey.

Thus, another instance is recorded of the name of Simonds
penetrating to the remote spots of the world.

MR. R. B. ST. J. QUARRY.

In the London Gazelte of Friday, March 17th, it was announced
that Mr. R. B. St. J. Quarry, a director of this Company, had been
appointed from the 8oth Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery,
T.A., as a Second-Lieutenant in the sth Anti-Aircraft Divisional
Signals, whose Headquarters are in Reading.

Mr. Quarry is taking an active interest in recruitment for his

new unit and is giving a series of lectures in a great effort to attract
members.
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sotH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED.
CIRENCESTER LICENSED VICTUALLERS' DINNER.

Cirencester Licensed Victuallers’ Association’s annual dinner
at the Swan Hotel recently celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of
the association’s formation.

A large number of licensees were present as well as many
visitors.

Captain E. T. Cripps presided, and he was supported by
Mr. D. Cole (president), Mr. W. G. Downing (Stroud Brewery),
Mr. A. N. Trimmer and Mr. J. B. Till (Cheltenham Original Brewery
Coy, Ltd.), Mr. W. P. Cripps (Cirencester Brewery), Mr. E. T.
Norman (Secretary No. 6 District National Trade Defence League),
and Mr. S. King (Whiteways Cider Co., Ltd.)

The toast of the local association was given by Mr. W. P.
Cripps, who pointed out that membership was increasing, and
they hoped that the 1oo per cent. membership would be obtained.

DOUBTS DISPELLED.

Recent changes at Cirencester had seen the local brewery go
to another firm, and the erection of aerodromes in the district.
3oth these changes had been viewed with certain doubts, but
those had been dispelled. The aerodromes had not spoiled the
countryside, but had benefited trade.

The trade were gravely concerned, he continued, with the
trend towards increased assessments arising out of the House of
lords judgment on the “ Robinson ™ case.

“ This may affect a number of assessments,” he said, * and
it does not encourage the wholesale section to proceed without
careful consideration on remodelling and reconstruction of licensed
premises. No effort will be spared to meet this question, and to
alleviate further burdens on a trade which is carrying more than
its fair share of burdens.”

Mr. Cripps congratulated licensees on the satisfactory manner
in which they had conducted their businesses, commenting on the
excellent report presented at the annual licensing sessions.

INCREASED MEMBERSHIP,

The response was made by Mr. Cole, who said he was glad
to be able to report an increased membership during the year.
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Mr. Downing gave the toast to *“ Kindred Societies and Associa
tions,” and the reply was made by Mr. Norman.

Appealing for membership of the association, Mr. Norman
also spoke of the necessity for efficiency in the branches, and
expressed the hope that both these objects would be achieved at
Cirencester. '

“The Ladies "’ was given by Mr. J. T. Weaver, Mrs. Purnell
replying.

Mr. W. J. Stratford, Hon. Secretary of the Association, pro
posed ““ The Visitors,” and the response was made by Mr. King.

_ " The Artists " were toasted by Mr. A. N. Trimmer, the response
being made by Mr. E. Dean, while Mrs. Stratford replied to *“ Host
and Hostess.”

Swan Hotel, Cirencester, with Mr. and Mrs. Stratford.
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MALTED MILK DIRECT FROM THE COW.
“ BREWERY DIET.”

A farm which rears cows on a staple diet of malt from a necarby
brewery was the subject of a discussion at a meeting of the Milk
Council in Auckland, New Zealand, states Reuter.

A member suggested that the result might be that cows would
sive fresh malted milk which would command a high price.

The Chairman said that in view of the display posters in the
city urging the people to drink milk and not beer, the Council
might get into disrepute if it were known that some of its cows
were fed on a brewery diet.

A member of the Council said that cows, like humans, developed
tastes for particular foods. Once they were fed on brewery diet
it would be difficult to break them of the habit.

“ The Sunday Times.”

THE  LIGHTER "SIDE,
The class was asked to write down the names of the 11 greatest
people in the world.

After a while the teacher said to little Roland : * Have you
written them all down ?’

“ All but one,” he told her. ‘I can’t make up my mind
who'll be goalkeeper.”
* * * *
“ Daddy, how do you tell a lady worm from a gentleman
worm ? " asked Bobby.
“ Easily "’ replied his parent. *‘ The lady worm never signals
when she turns.”
* * * *
The funeral of the bookmaker passed slowly along the street
and behind walked one man.
‘““ Are you a mourner ' asked a reporter.
“Yes " he said, “ he owes me a tenner for a treble.”
* * * *

GENTLEMAN (to newsboy) : “ Don’t vou feel cold, my boy ?

Boy : “ Oh, no sir, sglling papers keeps up the circulation.”
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Wire : “ A fine husband you are! Why, you can’t even
keep me in clothes.”

HusBaND : “ No. And [ bought you a home and I can'’t
keep you in that, either.”

* * * *
“ Poor old Fred seems to have got it badly,” said Maude.
“ What's he been doing now ? " asked her friend.

“ Well,” was the reply, ““ever since he got engaged to the
vicar's daughter he’s been wearing his collars wrong way round,
and now he's having stained glass windows put in his new car ! "

* * * *

A man went to see his doctor about a pain in his back which
had been troubling him all day. The doctor examined him and
after a few seconds the pain vanished.

The man was very relieved and said : “ That’s quick work,
doctor : was it rheumatism ? "’

“No,” the doctor replied. ‘“ Your braces were twisted.”

* * % *

After a lively argument, says wife : *“ Bill, you're a terrible
man to live with. Why can’t you be like Jack Soandso ? " she went
on. “ They've been married twenty years, and his wife tells me
he's gentlemanly, and loving, and tender.”

“So he ought to be tender ; ” replied hubbie. “ He’s been in
hot water for 20 years.”

* ok * *
The owner of a certain inn possesses a famous talking parrot
and people come from far and wide to hear the bird perform.

The other day a gentleman arrived with a rival bird whose
verbal fluency he boasted would make the innkeeper’s parrot sound
completely dumb. The upshot of the matter was a £5 bet. The
birds were brought together, and, to the dismay of an audience
of local inhabitants, their favourite uttered not a word, whilst the
opposing parrot discoursed merrily on every subject from marmalade
to marmosets.

Sadly the innkeeper paid over his f£5, and everyone but he
departed. As soon as the bar was empty, his parrot turned to
him and said : “ Now, you fix up a return match for fifty quid and
['ll talk his blinking 'ead off.”

* *
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Tur CorLoNEL (trying to make conversation) : “ 1 see that
India is starting a big campaign to fight malaria.”

Tur Dums DeBuTante :  How dreadful | What have the
Malarians done now ? "

* * * *

A sailor gave a parrot to his wife. The bird’s language was
terrible. In order to damp its ardour for swear words the sailor
threw a bucket of water over the cage.

Later the wife, noticing its bedraggled appearance, said,
“ Hullo, Polly ! ™

Said the parrot : *“ Hullo, missus | Where were you in that
crimson typhoon ? '

B * * *

Pit ponies are said to grow ('\lI’.'l()l‘(“ll{ll'il\ 1;1pi<|ly during
their periodic visits to the surface. A pony which had just returned
to the pit had grown so much that the boy who was driving it was
unable to get the animal through one very narrow part of the
shaft, To make it possible for the pony to pass he took up a pick
and began to break away part of the roof. A collier immediately
came up and remonstrated with him angrily, saying that the
sensible thing to do would be to dig away part of the floor to deepen
the shaft.

“ Dont’ be so daft,” said the boy. ‘ It’s his head what's

bumping |
* * * *

The nﬁumgm' told the office boy he was working very wvl‘l and
he asked him if he'd like a job as a clerk—and, of course, he'd get
a small rise in salary.

“If it’s all the same to you, sir,” the boy replied, *“ I'd sooner
keep on looking after the postage book and petty cash on the wages
['m getting now.”

* * * *

A guest in an ancient Scottish mansion asked the host before
retiring if the house was haunted.

“Yes,” said the host, “ the ghost of Sir Angus McSweeny prowls
about the building after midnight. But when we've got guests
we get rid of him.”

“How do you do that? " asked the guest.

“ We engage a girl to walk the passages all night selling flags.”

* * * %
.
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Jones, on a walking holiday in the North, found he had run
out of cigarettes. Passing through a tiny village he saw a general
store, so he walked in and rang the bell on the counter. In a few
minutes the shopkeeper appeared,

“ Packet of Blank's cigarettes, please,” demanded Jones.

The shopkeeper shook his head. “ Oi be sorry, sir,”” he said.
“O1 was always runnin’ out o’ that brand, so Oi just stopped
stocking 'em.”

TeacHER @ Johnny, suppose you had ten apples and ten
oranges and gave nine-tenths of them to some other little boys,
what would you have ?’

Jounny : “ I'd have my head examined ! "
* * * *

In a great gale a man said that the only thing that prevented
his house being blown away was the heavy mortgage on it.

“ Mother, have you got a penny for a poor old man ? "'
“ Where's the poor man, my son ? "
“ Down at the corner selling ice-cream wafers.”
* * * *

* Could you help a poor man who has just come out of prison ?
“ You should be ashamed to own it.”
“ I didn’t own it, mum. [ was only a lodger.”

* * * *
" Welcome little stranger ! " as the man said when he found

half-a-sovereign in the lining of a very old coat.

* * * *
Mrs. Dinks : “What [ say never seems to bear any fruit,”
Mr. Dinks : It might if you pruned it a bit.”

* * * *

‘I think that when a man marries he should give up his
Club.”

o

Great scott | That's just the time he needs it most.”

* * * *
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“My husband is frightfully run down.”
Jusiness worries, my dear 7’
“ Well it can’t be that for he said his business had just been
wound up.”’
* k e *
Mrs. Ayres (gushingly) @ “ Do you know, Mr. Bootle, I'm
often mistaken for my daughter.”
Mr. BoorLe (gallantly): “ By jove! Fancy you having a
daughter as old looking as you are.”
* * * *
Motorists have been fined for creating disturbance when
garaging cars. Noisy parkers.
* o * *
Lady about to buy a wireless set @ ““ No we don’t have elec
tricity, but have you a set we could run off the gas?

One swallow does not make a Summer
but

Oune swallow will ('n.r/[)r convince you

that

. b .
S m/(m//.r B eer 1§ best.




Tur Hor LEAF GAZETTE.

BRANCHES.
BRIGHTON BRANCH.

The Band of the Grenadier Guards took their places in the
Brighton Dome. on Friday the 24th March, and played for 1,700
of Brighton and Hove's National Service Volunteers, their familics
and friends. The occasion was the first ball of the local A.R.P
and allied civil defence services.

Representing the lighter side of a serious undertaking, th
function successfully co-ordinated the social activities run in
connection with the Air Raid Precautions Services in Brighton
and Hove, thus linking together, in spirit of comradeship and
gaiety, all those men and women who had responded to the national
appeal.

At the supper the Mayor of Brighton commented on Sir John
Anderson’s announcements that Brighton was one of two towns
which had doubled its recruiting figures within the past week.

To celebrate the opening of the Sergeants’ Mess, the Warrant
Officers, Staff Sergeants, and Sergeants of the 7oth Sussex Search
light Regiment R.A. (T.A.), held a dance at their Drill Hall at
“ Highcroft,” Dyke Road, Brighton, on Saturday, 25th March.

About a hundred members of the Regiment and their friends
attended and enjoyed the dancing and social events arranged.

Plumpton Races were held on the rsth March, with a good
day’s sport, supported by the “ Hop Leaf ”’ Brands at all bars.

PORTSMOUTH.,

The chief guests at the Portsmouth, Gosport and District
Licensed Victuallers’ Protection and Benevolent Society’s Annual
Banquet and Ball, held this year at the Savoy Cafe, Portsmouth,
were the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth (Alderman L. N. Blake) and
the Lady Mayoress (Mrs. L. M. Field). Mr. Ronald Gilbey accom
panied by his son and daughter, Mr. R. D. Gilbey and Miss Susan
Gilbey, was given a cordial weleobme by 400 guests when he took
the Presidential Chair, “ The Allied Trade Defence Association '
was proposed by Mr. A. T. Whyley and Captain A. J. Dyer (Vice
President of the London Central Board), Mr. L. R. N. Perce)
(Secretary and Manager of the Licensed Victuallers’ Defence
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League of England and Wales) and Mr. W. G. Curtis (Councillor
of No. 8 District of the League) responded. Gifts were made to
the ladies present by the President and by the Society. Surprise
vifts were won by Mesdames Mardlin, G. Byng, Nichols (Plymouth),
Payne, Forrest, Irish, Hartford, E. H. Parkman and R. G. Dix.
[he function was organised under the direction of the Secretary
(Mr. George H. Smart). g

Mr. W. G. Jones, on completing his year as President of the
Southsea Waverley Bowling Club, was presented with a silver
tea set as a mark of appreciation and esteem. Mr. A. E. Brookman
was unanimously elected for the third time in the last few years as
President—a token of his popularity and work. He made the
presentation with a few appropriate references to the enthusiasm
of Mr. Jones and said that the high esteem in which the Club was
held among Bowlers, both in the city and country, was evidence
of the excellent manner in which its affairs were conducted socially
and on the Green. Mr. Jones thanked the members for their
present and for their loyal support throughout the year. A favour
able Balance Sheet and Financial Statement were adopted.

Early in March, Portsmouth transferred their Scottish inside-
left James Easson to Fulham. FEasson came to Portsmouth just
over ten years ago from East Cragie and while he had been at
Fratton Park he had played in nearly 300 league games and scored
103 goals.

In preparation for the transfer about the middle of April of
the Air Station at Lee-on-the-Solent to the Navy, for use as the
Shore Base of the Fleet Air Arm, Headquarters of No. 17 (Training
Group) Coastal Command has been transferred from Lee to Gosport.
[his Group which was formed on December 1st, 1936, has con
trolled the Schools of Naval Co-operation at Ford and of General
reconnaissance at Thorney Island with other Training Units at
Calshot, Gosport and elsewhere. The Naval Co-operation School
at Ford is among those which are being taken over by the Navy.

BRIDGEND.

On Wednesday evening, February 2znd, the Neath and Dis-
trict Licensed Victuallers’ Association Annual Banquet was held at
The Castle Hotel, Neath. Mr. D. M. Evans-Bevan, J.P. (Vale

of Neath Brewery) presided and among those present were the




350 Tue Hopr LEAF GAZETTE.

following, Councillor E. C. Hutchinson (Mayor of Neath), Mr,
J. Cook Rees, O.B.E., Mr. D. Phillips, (Chairman, Neath L.V
Association), Mr. A. J. Weeks, (N.T.D.A.), Mr. T. L. Dance:
(President No. 12 District), Mr. P. D. Keep (Chief Constable) Mr,
L. A. Simonds and Mr. A. Jestyn Jeffreys.

The Banquet was an unqualified success, Mr. Evans-Bevan
spoke of his happy association with Licensed Victuallers in Neath
and ])I\(ll(l, and |u added that it was a great pleasure to |mn to
be in ““ the chair " that evening. In proposing the Toast of ** The
Visitors,” Mr. P. D. Keep (Chief Constable of Neath) caused con
siderable amusement with his witty remarks regarding Licensees
and their Houses. In responding, Mr. L. A. Simonds took up M
Keep's challenge in good style and in the course of his speech he
told the company that with the aid of liquid refreshment he had
that evening developed poetical tendencies, his effort in this
direction being as follows :

Oh Licensees, no matter whose,
The Beer you sell, is yours to choose,

3ut no doubt you thank your lucky heavens,
[f the Beer you sell is David Bevans.

You Licensees of this old town,
Who through the day your troubles drown,
Should think with pride as you soundly sleep
Of the men controlled by Percy Keep.

After this, “ Beer 1S Best.’

A most enjoyable evening, was the opinion of all, and the
President, Officers and Committee of the Association are to be
congratulated on the excellent arrangements made.

The Sixteenth Annual Dinner and Dance of the Bridgend and
District Licensed Victuallers® Association was held at the Wynd
ham Hotel, Bridgend, on Wednesday evening, March 8th. The
chief guest of the evening and Chairman at the dinner was Mr.
L. A. Simonds, who was supported by Mr. Josiah Jones (President
of the Bridgend L.V. Association), Mr. D. M. I‘vms |;( svan, [J.P.
(Vale of Neath Brewery), Councillor R. Exton, Mr. H. E. Gardner
(Clerk to the Bridgend U.D. Council), Mr. A. J. \/V(‘('l(H (N.'l‘.l)./\.),
Mr, T. L. Dancer (No. 12 District), Councillor I. D. Davies, Coun
cillor C. Stuart Hallinan, Mr. Albert E. Drury (Booths Distilleries
Ltd.), Mr. R. S. Hayes, J.P., and the Officers and Committee of the
Bridgend L.V. Association.
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Mr. Simonds in proposing the Toast of “ The Association ™
in a short speech referred to the unfair burdens under which the
[rade has to be carried on in this part of the country, and said
that it was only by the close co-operation of the Trade generally
that oppression could be removed, and it was up to all Lice nsed
Victuallers to worry their Member of Parliament to obtain the
necessary legislation.  With this end in view, he emphasised the
necessity for Sunday opening of Public Houses which would
ensure fair competition for all.

Mr. Josiah Jones suitably replied and in the course of his
speech spoke highly of the fair treatment meted out by the local
Magistrates and the Police.

The remainder of speeches, all interesting, were short to enable
dancing to commence as early as possible. The Dance was soon
in full swing and continued until 2 a.m. On occasions such as
these, lempus fugit, and the hour of 2 a.m. soon arrives and we
wend our way homeward all agreeing that the Sixteenth Annual
Dinner and Dance was the best ever,

A particularly warm welcome was given to Mr. L. A. Simonds,
as this was the first banquet since the Firm came 1«» I ridgend and
the Association greatly appreciated Mr. Simonds’ gesture in
presiding.

The Firm have recently acquired another fully licensed house
at St. Brides Major, known as the Farmers’ Arms. It is situated
four miles from Bridgend on the main road to Llantwit Major and
will be a popular rendezvous for visitors to Southerndown and
Ogmore-by-Sea during the summer months.

The following changes of tenancies took place during March
and to all we tender our best wishes.

Lamb Hotel, Neath. Mr. John Hill
Victoria Hotel, Maesteg, Mr., Gilbert Rowsell
Cross Keys Inn, Bridgend — Mr. Nimrod Davies
Jutchers’ Arms, Neath Mr. Griffiths William
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BRISTOL.

THE CUMBERLAND HOTEL.

A packed house watched the semi-finals and finals of the
Bristol Evening Post Women's Skittles Competition last month
when great keenness was shown by competitors and their supporter
during a very interesting evening.

The Cumberland Alley as usual was in perfect order ;
in keeping with its name as “ the finest alley in the West,” and the
skittling was of a high standard-—an object lesson to many of the
opposite sex who nightly favour this growing in popularity pastime
The winner of the Singles was Mrs. G. Reynolds (Severnside Club),
who defeated Miss A. Marsh (Fry's, Somerdale) after a gruelling
match of thirty-one ends, by two pins—a thrilling match this !

The Pairs winners were Mrs. L. Adams and Mrs. Hallas (Church
Hall, Bishopsworth), who defeated Mrs. A. Cooke and Mrs. M. A
Evans (Eastville British Legion) by fourteen pins.

Mrs. Pinnell, wife of the Sports’ Editor of the Post, presented
the prizes at the close, and Mr. Pinnell himself voiced the apprecia
tion of his colleagues and all who took part, for the splendid way
the event had been arranged by Mr. and Mrs. Hurford, whos
hospitality and courtesy contributed so much to the success of the
evening. .

“ Hop Leaf” beverages were highly praised by many whost
first experience it was of the Cumberland and its high standard
of service.

Our press friends are no ** strangers within its gates,” and they
will always be sure of a warm welcome there, whether in a semi
official or private capacity.

ITHE BEAMBRIDGE INN, SOMERSET.

This noted hostelry, on the main west road at Sampford
Arundel, a little while ago was the scene of a most eventful occasion
in its long history, when a company representing all sections of the
locality met to celebrate with its host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs
C. Knowles, the opening of the new lounge bar.

The ceremony was very kindly performed by Miss Morgan ol
Walcourt House, in the unavoidable absence of her father, Major
Morgan, who unfortunately was unable to be present through

indisposition. Her kindness in doing so was very much appreci
ated by all present.
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Supporting her were representatives of many professions and
trades of the area in which the Beambridge is situated—even the
vicar graced the proceedings with his kindly presence and after the
congratulatory speeches had been made he humorously remarked
that he hoped his parishioners “ would still continue their daily
ramble to this Free House, which catered so well for everyone’s
requirements.”  Mr. C. A. Morrish, editor of the Tiverton Weekly
News, expressed gratification that the house had been “ brought
into line with modern conditions without in any way sacrificing its
old-world charm.” Our own Mr. E. G. Grimes presided at the
subsequent ‘“ convivial,” and in his own ingeniously humorous
remarks did not forget to include quite a few illuminating references
to most of the local celebrities present—to their own amusement
and that of their friends—in a manner which put everyone in a
cheery frame of mind ; and with Peter Knowles leading the * choir ™’
with his piano-accordion, the whole programme went with a real
swing. At the close Mr. C. Knowles thanked all for their friendly
and loyal support and looked forward to the continuance of that
spirit at his house for many years to come.

The Beambridge has been a noted Somerset landmark for
centuries past, being known as the Royal Marine, when it was
first acquired by Major Morgan’s family nearly 100 years ago. [ts
oxtensive stabling even to-day is sound evidence of its value as a
coaching house in the good old days. Since taking it over nine
years ago Mr. Knowles has effected many improvements, and as a
oreat friend of ** Hop Leaf " beverages, we feel that his vision and
enterprise cannot fail to bring their reward.

With one of the best pull-ins on the Bristol-Exeter road,
any of our friends who see its sign in front of them as they wend
their way to or from our western sea-board cannot do better than
sample its service and beverages, quite apart from' the pleasure
of meeting those experienced and genial supporters of ours who
are responsible for the comfort and good cheer for which the Beam
bridge is famed.

0

OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE | "
But Saddler Sergeant-Major Bayntun of the North Somerset
Yeomanry, and host of the new Shoe Inn at North Wraxall on the

Chippenham-Bristol road is due to ° fade away ”’ in the near
future after 37 years' service with this famous regiment.

Joining its ranks in 1902, when Viscount Dungavan was 1ts
Colonel, he was promoted Sergeant in 1907, and was its first Machine
Gun Sergeant,
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Reproduced by the kind permission of | [The Bath & Wilts Chronicle & Herald,
Saddler Sergeant-Major Frank Bayntun.
November 1914 found him in France with his unit and being

wounded in 1916 after many months of fighting, he was trans
ferred to the 6th Cavalry Reserve.

Upon re-establishment in 1922 he received his present appoint
ment, being the proud possessor of two Territorial Long Servic
Medals, as well as the three War Medals, and although he still
remembers with youthful pride those carbine, sabre and slouch
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hat with red plume days, and the comradeship which memory
cherishes, he can also appreciate what steel helmets and the modern
Bren Guns imply in an age when war is a mere mechanical slaughter
and not as it was when “ My Old Shako " was all the rage in every
cavalry sing-song. Always a very popular member of the Ser-
geants’ Mess, this veteran with the heart of a young soldier is to
receive the approbation of his comrades at their Annual Camp at
Corfe Castle in May—a well deserved mark of their esteem.

The Shoe, a newly built “ Hop Leaf " Road House, with a
spacious car pluk is a veritable armoury, and a visit there we feel
sure will well repay anyone who is in need of refreshment and a
friendly word.

THE CHELTENHAM NATIONAL HUNT MEETING.

For the first time, the “ Hop Leaf’’ pennant was to be seen
overhead at the above fixture, and during the three days many
thousands of racegoers sampled sparkling and refreshing bottles
of ““S.B.” to their evident satisfaction, and though red * leaves "
were to be seen scattered around the various rings after racing was
over on each day, it was obvious that, even to the last drop, the
golden beverage which not so long before they proudly covered
had been very deeply appreciated. Our good friends Messrs.
Letheby & Christopher Ltd., whose special honour it is to
be the chosen caterers for this classic fixture, again demonstrated
to all beholders their unique facilities and organisation for such
a huge task. With “ Hop Leaf ” glasses close to thousands of
lips, is it any wonder that many remarks were to be heard en
dorsing the high standard which they embodied as we moved about
from bar to bar—and this from men who are no mean judges ;
On Gold Cup day a great crowd gathered on the slopes of this
delightful valley, and with much milder weather than on the
carlier days, an eventful time was enjoyed by all there, whether
for pleasure or business. And long after darkness had fallen over
historic Cheltenham, with only the hooting of distant motor horns
to break the silencé, we of the “ Hop Leaf " fraternity quietly
folded up our tent, p:dth(‘nd up the fragments of our trade and
departed for Bristol, after a strenuous, yet enlightening experience
for all members of our staff.

We look forward to many more Cheltenhams with our London
Bridge friends, and especially thank the administrative staff of their
Company for much practical help and advice on the spot, which
enabled us to supply their patrons with, at least, some satisfaction
to ourselves.




Tur Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

“ HOP LEAF "' SKITTLE LEAGUE,

With the league championship practically decided after
very exciting finale, the opening rounds of the Challenge Cup will
be supplying an anti-climax to a very successful first season,
Interest has been very encouraging, even the two teams fighting
for the wooden spoon have ‘“ had their moments,” and as they
both emanate from the same spot-—in other words, the Jacob
Street Brewery—it was only fitting and right that the final match
should be between them,

On this occasion the black-coat brigade very nearly put the
brake on any Transport ideas of speeding, and with one cylinder
misfiring just at the crucial moment, acceleration became quite
impossible, and having no spares, in the end the poor old Transporf
were towed past the post by their opponents. We do hope thaf
next season our fleet of skittlers will give as good an account of
themselves on the Alley as they do on the road, and that they will
not only take “ spares "’ with them on every journey, but will pick
a few up as they merrily bowl along—and may every Bristol *“ Hop
Leaf " representative as worthily uphold the great sporting tradi
tions of their Company as the two at the foot of the table have this
year., There are distinct signs too that the lessons learnt during
1938-39 will be turned to more profitable account when the *“ woods ™
start rolling again in September.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

Mr, and Mrs. F. A, Simonds had the pleasure, when on a visit
to Cornwall last month, to entertain at Lunch at the Tregenna
Castle Hotel, St. Ives, Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Poole, the proprietors
of Messrs, Pool & Son Ltd., Penzance, who have been Agents for
W. J. Rogers Ltd., Bristol, for some 70 years, and now continuc
the Agency for H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.

Mrs. Poole, who is an ardent Conservative worker, was recently
the recipient of a gold cigarette case in recognition of her services
to the party in West Cornwall.

We are very pleased to welcome Mr. E. L. Morgan on his
appointment to take charge of our Surveyor’s Department at the
Tamar Brewery and trust his stay amongst we West Countrymen
will be a happy one. : ;

The Firm have recently purchased the Royal Standard Inn,
ruro, which is in the Market Place of Cornwall’s county town and
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was one of the three remaining ** Home Brewed ™ houses in Corn-
wall, the other two being at Helston 'and St. Columb.,

The house, which is also known as, ' Okunes,” is very popular
with a lot of visitors to Truro, especially commercial travellers.
The premises are of quite old-world character and there are three
drinking rooms, one being known as the ““ House of Lords,” one as
the “ House of Commons ' and the other the “ [Labour Depart-
ment.”

The Bell Inn, Kingsteignton, was recently transferred from
Mr. A. Batchelor to Mr. W. T. H. T. Strong. Kingsteignton 1s
in the agricultural heart of Devon and is within easy reach of such
watering places as Dawlish, Teignmouth, Torquay and Paignton.
We wish Mr, Strong every success in his new undertaking.

We regret having to record that Mr, J. Williams of the Millbay
[nn, Plymouth, has had to relinquish the tenancy for health reasons
and we wish him better health on his retirement. The House
has been taken over by Mr. A.J. S. Fleming, who has had consider

able experience of the trade and visitors will be assured of a warm
welcome.

Mr. S. J. Yuill, our tenant at the Commercial Hotel, Totnes,
has left this House for pastures new and Mr. S. H. Davices, late of
the Queen’s Head Hotel, 3odmin, has now taken over. Totnes
is renowned for its old-world charm and visitors come from far and
near to see the famous Butterwalk and the East Gate over the
main street, Totnes is an ideal centre for exploring the beauties
of the Dart valley.

March 21st was the anniversary of the Battle of Alexandria
and was suitably commemorated by the 2nd Bn. The Gloucester
shire Regiment, now stationed at Crownhill, by a parade and the
trooping of the colour ceremony. It was on this date in 1801 that
the British forces in Egypt, under the command of Lord Aber
crombie, were surprised in the early morning by the I'rench, who
sicceeded in penetrating the British Line and attempted to
overwhelm the 1st Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment
(then the 28th Foot), but the Commanding Officer gave the order
“rear rank- right about face” and, fighting back-to back, the
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Regiment beat off the attack and was largely responsible for {le
British success, as a result of which the French were finally driven
out of Egypt and the Regiment now has the honour of wearing
cap badges back and fronts—an honour of which it is justifiably
proud. Incidentally the Regimental Colour of the Gloucesterg
has more battle honours than any other two-battalion regiment

The annual dinner of the Kingsand and Cawsand Darts Leaguc
was a great success. The President (Mr. A. Brittan) took the
chair and was accompanied by Mrs. Brittan. A very cheerful
evening was spent and the presentation of the cups and medals
was a source of great interest, particularly in view of the fact that
there had been keen competition. The Chairman (Mr. A, I,
Hill) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. O. H. Ball), with the suppor
of their Committee, organised a very pleasing programme,

At work ar/// pla)r

Or wlren at rest

There is no doubt
<
that Beer I'AS ,"wt.

Bradley & Son, Ltd , The Crown Press, Caxton Street, Reading
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