







































































Tue Hop LLEAF GAZETTE.

[LONDON.

[t is with great pleasure that we note the health of Mr. F. A.
Simonds is progressing favourably, and it is hoped that by the
time the next GAZETTE is published he will have quite recovered,

The General Election is of course the most controversial topic
in the air and considerable activity is being shown at the numerous
political Clubs and organisations. Whichever party is returned,
we sincerely hope that they will look favourably on the Brewers.

By the time that these notes are in print, we shall know if the
fates have been kind to “ Pompey,” and whether the F.A. Cup
has found a resting place on the South Coast. If such is the result,
it will create a happy precedent and hope that it will be the augury
of a more successful season for football in the South generally.

Following the Football Association Cup Final at Wembley,
there will be the Northern Union Rugby Final, which is being
held at the Stadium for the first time, and will no doubt greatly
enhance the popularity of the game in the South. We feel sure
that our Northern friends will appreciate the opportunity of being
able to procure the famous ““ Hop Leaf "*brand. Again we exhort
them to say “ More S.B.”

The cricket season opens at Kennington Oval on the 4th May,
when Surrey meet Hampshire. This match will be followed by
Surrey v. South Africa. It is hoped that we will be favoured with
better weather than last year for the opening of the cricket season.
No doubt all cricket enthusiasts are looking forward with special
interest to the match with the South Africans.

A very happy and enjoyable evening was spent at the Cobden
Club, 172, Kensal Road, Kensington, W.1o0, on Saturday evening,
24th March, on the occasion of the 54th anniversary dinner and
concert. The event was graced by the presence of ladies. The
genial president, Mr. C. Sutch, presided. Among those present
were Messrs. R. S. Chapman and W. R. Clamp of the Working
Men’s Club & Institute Union, Mr. Alf Watkins (Editor of ““ Club
Life ) and many representatives of various clubs. Our Mr.
J. F. C. Bowyer attended, and there were about 160 present. The
toast list included ““ The Club,” proposed by the Chairman and
responded by the Secretary (Mr. A. Avling), “ The Visitors”
proposed by Mr. Phil Berry and responded to by Mr. E. Connelly,
also ““ The Working Men’s Club & Institute Union,” proposed by
Mr. R. Turpin and responded by Mr. R. S. Chapman. The dinner
was followed by an excellent concert under the able direction of
Mr. G. H. Chandler, and it was in every way a very successful
function.
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_ The few bright days at Easter, and the opening of the flat
racing season appear to have given a much-needed fillip to trade,
and we are pleased to be able to state that trade is far above the
average. The sole ambition of one and all is to make up for the
bad trade depression at the early part of the year. If the clerk of
the weather is in as happy a mood at Whitsun as at Easter, we
can confidently expect a busy time.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

During last month we had the privilege of the hospitality of
the .V\".'ll'l'illl( Officers and Sergeants of the 2nd Bn. Devonshire
Regiment, when we visited them for a Billiards match, arranged by
the Chairman and Committee of our Social Club, which our hosts
won by four games to one.

[he results of the games were as below :
Sergeants’ Mess, 2nd Devons. Simonds’ Social Club.

ﬁ/SgL.‘ Sonray ... we 50 v, R, Mills G wo .04
Sgt. Gloyn <+ 150 v, R. Rymell R Y
COM, Atlking /.. .. . I8 » AR Hlis 13
C.S.M. McDermott sy 132 ; [ sy 0
C.S.M. Benbow ... l}an ). P. Tucker :?(5:

3% 602

~ Many of our Staff took the opportunity offered of spending an
enjoyable few hours in the company of these genial members of
our famous County Battalion, and although the results of the
games were certainly unflattering to ourselves, the congenial
surroundings made us forget our rather disappointing limitations
n the chief events of the evening. Indeed we were sorry to leave
the Mess and its members, but regret we cannot pay the same
compliment to the very alert but unseen sentry near the gate,
who did his best, in the darkness of the night, to dash all our
mellowness to the ground, by the proximity of his bayonet and
the sharpness of his challenge. . .

‘We thought him particularly unfriendly, but it made us
realize afterwards that here, at all events, were men of our County
who were well able to take the place of those immortal Men o’
Devon who now sleep beyond the border of their Motherland, and
whose deeds make our hearts burn within us still.

As Devonians, we hope one day to return the compliment to
our hosts of the evening, and in the meantime, will do our best to
digest "' a few of the billiards tips which they gave us.
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A successful Whist Drive and Dance was held in the Hydcsvillp
Institute by the members of the Social Club on Saturday, April

6th. .
The prizes were very kindly given by the Vice-Presidents and
Officers of the Club, and all members helped in some way to enable
its promoters to embark confidently upon its first social event this
year. -

The first three Whist prizes were won by :—Messrs. C. Goss,
P. Tucker and J. Clough, all “ Tamarites” of long experience
with the artistic paste-boards. While we (70ngrat,ulat9 them on
their success, we also pay a compliemnt to the Club’s Officers, who
guided their preliminary arrangements to so successful an issue.

“ LEST WE FORGET.”

An old servarnt of the Firm has just departed from our midst,
and we regret its passing. M()dpl‘n .tm.(l'(: C(.)n(lltl(ms‘,_ h(,)wcvcr,
demand a very high standard of reliability in the Firm'’s ro:tﬂ
transport, and after ten years faithful service our old Dennis
Lorry, No. 12a, has departed from us.

An Old-fashioned Lorry with Old-fashioned Ways.
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[ts last years of usefulness are to be spent on the more sheltered
and less rugged roads of our city, a fitting close to a life of real
usefulness. As the one who has guided its destinies for some long
time past, our ‘“ Poet Laureate’ feels justified in once again
emerging into the glare of publicity, as all good poets do from time
to time we believe ! He is to be seen on the left of the photograph :

Just an old-fashioned lorry,

With old-fashioned ways,

But she’s been a good servant—tis true.

Her first ninety thousand she passed with a smile,
And she’s had a few drivers and crew.

Though her gearbox is old,

Yet her heart’s “ good as gold,”

And T know for her “ S.B.” she’ll pine,

And she’ll start with a groan ; yet she’ll ne’er be a drone,
Will that old-fashioned ““ Dennis of Mine."

Now Millbrook and Cawsand she’ll ne’er view again,
Nor Widdecombe Moor will she climb,

‘Cause she’s getting too old,

So she has to be sold,

Has that old-fashioned ““ Dennis of Mine.”

A most excellent epitaph !

OXFORD.
ACCOUNT OF MR. J. V. HASKER'S WEDDING.

As the above title bears out the rumour set afloat in the March
Hop LEAF GAZETTE we must now publish the official confirmation
of this interesting event, for which we thank the Woking News and
Mail from whose pages we cull the following :

“ MISS P. M. MASON—MR, J. V. HASKER.

“ Another very interesting wedding took place at the Woking
Wesleyan Church on Wednesday morning (April 3rd), when Miss
Phyllis Mary Mason was married to Mr. Jack Valentine Hasker
in the presence of a large congregation of friends. The bride is
the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Mason, of ‘ Coniston,’
Boundary Road, Woking, and the bridegroom the son of Mr. and
Mrs. T. Hasker, of Reading. For many years the bride’s family
have been closely associated with the Woking Wesleyan Church,
Miss Mason having been a popular member of the choir. She is
also exceedingly well known in local tennis circles.
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“ Miss Bessie Hayter, who presided at the organ, played
appropriate wedding music, both prior to and after the ceremony,
which was performed by the Rev. J. O. Warburton, Minister of the
Church.

“ Given in marriage by her father, the bride was charmingly
attired in a becoming dress of white lace over blush pink georgette,
her veil being surmounted by a wreath of orange blossom. ~ She also
wore a string of pearls and carried a bouquet of white and pale
pink carnations.

“The only bridesmaid was Miss Lilian Goldsmith, an old
friend of the bride, who wore a picturesque frock of flowered
georgette, trimmed with beige, with a beige picture hat, and beige
shoes and stockings to tone. She also wore a string of pearls and
her bouquet was composed of pink and red carnations.

“Mr. F. L. Maskell and Mr. Herbert Mason (brother of the
bride) carried out the duties of best man and groomsman
respectively.

*“ There was a reception at the house of the bride's parents
following the ceremony, at which the happy couple received the
congratulations of a large number of well-wishers. They were Xl'[Hn
the recipients of nearly a hundred useful and handsome wedding
gifts.

“Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Hasker are spending their honeymoon
at Bournemouth, the bride travelling in a blue printed ninon dress
with hat to match, and a navy blue silk coat trimmed with beige
fur.

“They are to make their future home at Oxford.”

Before we broke up at Oxford for the Easter holiday Mr.
Hasker was informally presented with an oak eight-day striking
clock of Jacobean design, with the very best wishcs'and the heartiest
congratulations of the staff. He briefly, but suitably, expressed
his thanks and appreciation.

And now we must apologise to the Plymouth Brethren in that
Oxford did not win the boat race.

We are seriously thinking of engaging Major Segrave as an

extra coach next year, or failing that, we might borrow his motor

boat, “ Miss England !
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A suggestion was mooted in this office the other day that
Cambridge might row the race next year a man short and then
if they win again they might turn out the following year two men
short and so on until we find out what our handicap really is.

It has also been whispered that the Oxford entrance exams.
are more difficult than those for Cambridge, which fact, if it is a
fact, may account for the preponderance of “ matter” over
“mind ” in a mere athletic event. But there are some brainy
people at Cambridge also. A Cambridge professor was talking
over the radio recently and the subject of his talk concerned the
inter-stellar space, or to be a little more prosaic, the space between
the stars, and what this space contained. After listening-in for a
minute or two we decided that the subject was too ““ highbrow ”’
for us, quite ““ over our heads ” in fact, so we raised our hats to
Cambridge and tuned in to the Children’s Hour at another station !

We were fortunate in the weather for the Easter holiday period
this year, and as is usual when the weather is fine at this season
Oxford was crowded with visitors and sightseers who had arrived
by every kind of road conveyance. All the car parks were full
and the restaurants and hotels must have had a busy time.

It is now vacation once more, but the men will be shortly
arriving for the commencement of the summer term, which if
blessed with summer weather is always the best of the year, both
from an academic point of view and also for trade.

Dipcor.
DARTS MATCH.

On Thursday, April 11th, the White Hart were the honoured
guests at The Marlborough Club. We suffered defeat by the
narrow margin of eight games to six, but we do not feel down-
hearted in the least about it, as all our players believe in the old
proverb, viz., “ After a big defeat comes a great success.”

We wish to express our thanks to Mr. Brotherton and his
fellow clubmates for the convivial and happy evening spent at the
Club; hoping in the near future to play the Club at the White
Hart when I sincerely trust the result of the match will be reversed.




TueE Hopr LEAF GAZETTE.

PORTSMOUTH.

Under the Chairmanship of the Lord Mayor (Councillor J. E.
Smith, J.P.) there was a great re-union of ex-Service men at the
Guildhall, Portsmouth, when a demonstration in connection with
the Portsmouth Branch of the British Legion was held. Before
the meeting took place 200 “ Old Contemptibles,” headed by the
Portsmouth Battalion Band, and under Capt. E. H. Coulter,
paraded the principal thoroughfares of the city.

The Guildhall was comfortably filled for the demonstration
and enthusiasm was worked up by community singing, old time
war songs being extremely popular.

The Lord Mayor, who was accompanied by the Lady Mayoress,
said that he had the privilege of introducing to them one whom
they all regarded with honour, admiration, affection and gratitude
for the services he had rendered to the country—the Earl Jellicoe,
G.C.B., O.M., G.C.V.O., President of the British Legion. All
present were earnestly desired to support the Legion’s work by
adding their names to the roll of membership. He pointed out
that there were 25,000 ex-Service men in Portsmouth and yet
to-day he understood that only 1,600 were members of the Legion.

He was sure they would all realise after Earl Jellicoe’s speech
what the Legion was doing for the ex-Service men, and the small
membership was unworthy of the greatest naval port.

Earl Jellicoe, replying, said that he need hardly say what a
pleasure it was for him to be there in Portsmouth, because it
brought him into contact with his comrades of the Legion, with
many ex-Service officers and men whom he had had associations
with in the past, with some who were not yet members of the Legion,
but who, as the result of that meeting, would join him and help
in the work of the ex-Service men. He said he had come down to
appeal to ex-Service men generally and to ex-naval men particularly
to join up and help with the work of the Legion.

He went on to pay tribute to the work done locally by General
Sir Robert and Lady Colleton, and then referred to the aims of the
Legion and the work already accomplished. The aim first and
foremost was to maintain in peace-time that splendid comradeship
which was in evidence during the war, and which led to victory-
comradeship between all the Services and between all ratings and
all ranks. That comradeship, he said, was perhaps more necessary
now to carry out the Legion’s work for ex-Service men in need ol

help and for the widows and orphans of those who gave their lives

in the Great War. There were great numbers of ex-Service men,
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there were hundreds of thousands of widows and orphans who
needed help and he had no hesitation in saying that without the
British Legion a great many who were now receiving help would
not be receiving it. The distress among ex-Service men and their
dependents, great and acute as it was, would be greater and far
beyond comprehension but for the work of the British Legion.

. Earl J'cllicoq went on to instance the work that had been done
In_connection with employment, a phase of the Legion that had
given more anxiety than any other. In Portsmouth, he said, the
Branch Employment Bureau had, in 1928, placed 10 men in
permanent work and 44 in temporary work.  Branch work, however
in this connection had to be guided by headquarters’ information.
This phase cost money ; for instance, [lley made advances for men
to take small businesses and £18,000 was placed out in this way.

He V'V?.S glad to say that a large proportion of the loans had been
repaid.

, Although with regard to sport the one topic of conversation
i1s the Cup Tie and Portsmouth’s chance of winning same, which we
all believe to be a very good one, on Wednesday evening, April 10th,
there was some exceptionally good boxing at the Royal Naval
Barracks. Chatham’s long list of successes was interrupted by
Portsmouth, when the Royal Naval and Royal Marine Champion-
ships were concluded at the Gymnasium. At the end it was
announced that Portsmouth had won the Ratings Competition
which f()!‘l]l the chief events of the meeting, by 42 points, All:mtié
Flgct being runners-up with 36 points, Chatham third with 29
points and Devonport last with 27 points.

~ The Atlantic Fleet won the Officers’ Championship with 16
points, .l’m‘tsm(mth being second with 12 points and Devonport
third with 5 points.

It was an evening of fine boxing, and at the close the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Port (Admiral Sir Osmond de B, Brock),
who was supported by a number of distinguished Officers, said
that since this would be the last occasion for him to present the
prizes at such a meeting at Portsmouth, he was glad to be able
to present the championship trophies to Portsmouth, who had
won the Ratings Championship for the first time. He congratulated
the organizers and the competitors upon a very successful evening.

1,4)[71".15,N‘S VISIT TO SOUTHSEA.

On the afternoon of Thursday, April 11th, Her Majesty the
Queen motored from Craigweil House, Bognor, to Portsmouth,
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and called upon the Commander-in-Chief (Admiral Sir Osmond de B,
Brock) and Lady Brock, at Admiralty House. Later Her Majesty
proceeded to Southsea, where she visited several antique shops.
She shewed great interest in the fine collection of antiques, which
were shewn her at the premises of Messrs. A. Fleming (Southsea),
Ltd., Castle Road, and afterwards called at the firm’s Palmerston
Road branch. Her Majesty made several purchases, including a
specimen of Tunbridge ware work table and some Indian (tul()lu_'(:(l
prints. She displayed great interest in the models of old ships
made by the French prisoners from 1800 to 18710. ~On leaving she
requested the manager to send several articles wln('h_ had pleased
her to Admiralty House for further inspection. Afterwards she
called at the shop of Mr. C. S. Morton, Castle Road, and displayed
great interest in a pair of early Georgian figures and other antiques.
A large crowd of shoppers at Southsea soon became aware of the
Queen’s presence and crowded round the entrances to the premises
at which she called. They also cheered lustily when Her Majesty
appeared to enter her motor car, and the expressions of loyalty
were graciously acknowledged by the Queen. On her way back
to the Dockyard Her Majesty stopped at the premises of Messrs.
Bastable in Middle Street ; Seaford’s, Marmion Road : Wheeler’s
in the Strand ; Ashby’s in Albert Road ; and Mrs. Dowe’s, Fawcett
Road ; and after another brief call at the Admiralty House, she
left the city for Bognor.
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WOKING.

The glorious weather experienced at Easter came as a welcome
relief after such a severe winter, and it was no small wonder that
the beauty spots of Surrey again made their appeal to those resident
in the Metropolis and elsewhere who came in their thousands to
catch their first real glimpse this year of the countryside. Un-
happily, the recent fires had transformed many beautiful stretches
of heath and bracken into blackened wastes, and the charred
remains presented a very different spectacle to that usually
associated with the countryside at Easter.

As is usual at this season of the year we were favoured with
visits from detachments of Territorial units, a feature of Eastertide
to which we look forward with real pleasure. The 19th London
Regiment (T.A.) were quartered with the 1st Battalion Royal
Warwickshire Regiment at Inkerman Barracks, Woking, and the
24th London Regiment (T.A.) were accommodated at Stoughton
Barracks, Guildford, occupied by the Depot, Queen’s Royal
Regiment (West Surrey). The 5th and 6th Battalions of the East
Surrey Regiment again made their rendezvous at Bisley Camp.

It is with considerable regret that reference is made in these
notes to the passing of Major A. C. Watkins, D.C.M., late King’s
Royal Rifle Corps, and until quite recently President of the Woking
Branch of the British Legion. His inspiring work for the latter,
and his untiring interest in the ex-Service men’s cause generally,
will stand out as a memorial to him for all time. He was also a
member of the Woking Urban District Council, which office he
held until the time of his death. His special knowledge of the
French language and his all-round ability to organise brought him
into prominence some few months since when he was selected to
act as Billeting Officer for the South-Eastern area of the British
Legion in connection with the pilgrimage to the battlefields. The
funeral took place at Brookwood Cemetery on Tuesday, znd April,
and was attended by a very representative gathering of his fellow
Councillors and members of the British Legion with standards from
many parts of the County.

On 16th March the Walton Comrades Club held their Fancy
Dress Dance, and we are permitted to reproduce a photograph
of Mrs. W. Woodroff, of Walton, who was successful in gaining the
first prize. The novelty of the design called for considerable
admiration that evening, and we have the greatest pleasure in
repeating our congratulations to Mrs. Woodroff on her dexterity,
and are grateful to her for kindly allowing us the use of this
photograph.
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Mrs. Woodroff in her First Prize Fancy Dress.
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We have to record an interesting ceremony which took place
at Christ Church, Woking, on the 14th April, the occasion being
the wedding of Mr. A. J. Cribb, of the Woking office staff, to Miss
V. R. Norris, also of Woking. The Service was fully choral, Mr.
Cribb having been a member of Christ Church Choir for a number
of years.

The indoor and outdoor staffs marked the event by presenting
him with an eight-day striking clock.

In making the presentation Mr. Bennett said that if the clock
as faithfully recorded the minutes and hours as he had successfully
performed his duties as a member of the Woking staff, then it
would indeed be a valuable timepiece. His colleagues and friends
wished him and the bride-elect every happiness, and he hoped
that the future had health and prosperity in store for them both.

Mr. Garside, in associating himself with Mr. Bennett’s remarks,
added his personal congratulations, and those of the office staff
in general, and said that the blessings of good health were of
considerable importance at such a juncture in one’s life.

Mr. Cribb said how grateful he was to receive such a handsome
present, and for the kindly expressions of goodwill. The clock
would always serve to remind him of very happy associations with
his colleagues at Woking.

GUILDFORD AND DISTRICT CLUBS GAMES LEAGUE.

In spite of the very inclement weather experienced on the
evening of Friday, April 12th (snow, sleet and rain), a very happy
evening was spent at Tarrants Sports Club Hall in connection with
the annual presentation of trophies. A goodly body of Club
members from the district assembled for the event, with specially
large contingents from West Byfleet Social Club (winners of the
Shield), Guildford Trades and Labour Social Club (winners of the
Cup), and the Woking Working Men’s Club.

Mr. George Reading (President, Guildford Trades) occupied
the Chair, supported by Mr. C. Bennett (Reading) and Mr. A.
Bennett (Woking), and the League delegates. The proceedings
were opened with an excellent programme of instrumental and
vocal music, which was much enjoyed. During the interval
Mr. Reading gave a resumé of the activities of the League and
congratulated West Byfleet Social Club on winning the Shield,
and his own Club’s team on again securing the Cup. He appealed
for a larger number of entries next season so as to make the contests
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more strenuous, as well as more interesting. He spoke of the
benefits to the individual to be derived from engaging in these
inter-Club games, and the large amount of enjoyment they provided
for the Club members generally, and said they were productive of
the better understanding of each other which was so necessary
in the complex machinery of modern organised society.

He then called on Mr. C. Bennett (Reading) to carry out the
presentations. Mr. Bennett warmly thanked the League members
for the honour they had done him in again asking him to be present,
which gave him much pleasure as it afforded him an excellent
opportunity of meeting some of his friends in Surrey. He supported
the Chairman’s plea for more entries, and associated himself with
the congratulations to the winners of the trophies, and said the
main aspect of such tournaments was the promotion of a high
standard of sportsmanship with the power to win well, lose well,
and accept a decision in the right spirit. He reminded the company
that they were in the centre of a district where club life was strong
and healthy, and with good traditions, and he hoped they would
aspire to maintain those splendid traditions, both from a social
and a business point of view. He hoped they would long continue
to be as happy a family as at present.

Mr. H. G. Misselbrook accepted the Shield on behalf of West
Byfleet Social Club, and Mr. A. Peto the Cup for Guildford Trades
and Labour Club, and both recipients made very happy speeches
in reply.

Mr. A. Bennett (Woking) then addressed the gathering, and
thanked them all for their continued friendship, loyalty and support
on all occasions, and said the present standard of sportsmanship
in this country, whether in international, national, or local games,
was a treasured possession which we should do our best to continue
to cultivate and maintain at its present high level, as it produced
men who knew how to be good comrades as well as responsible
citizens. Social intercourse was one of the great objects of club
life, and inter-club games and contests gave a much wider field of
activities in that respect.

Mr. T. Perry (League Secretary) also spoke of the work of
the League, and thanked the members for all support received,
and bespoke a large volume of interest for the future.

_ The musical programme was in the hands of Mr. W. H. Mathis,
Junr., and he was able to call on many local favourites, with
Mr. Gettins at the piano.

Tue Hor LEAF GAZETTE. 469

The catering arrangements were carried out by Mr. W. R.
Martin, with assistance from the Committee and members of the
West Byfleet Social Club. The Club was heartily thanked for their
hospitality and general arrangements. Mr. Reading was also
thanked for his services and suitably replied.

The evening will long be remembered by all who participated
as a very happy one—bright, breezy and brotherly.

FARNBOROUGH.

On Monday evening, April 16th, the second final of the Border
Billiards League Championship was played off at the Jubilee Hall
Club, Farnborough. Although only inaugurated last year, this
competition has aroused great interest among local club members,
and the final tie this year attracted nearly 300 billiards enthusiasts.
Those of our readers who know the Jubilee Hall will no doubt
wonder how so many people were able to comfortably witness a
game in this building, but thanks to H. & G. S., who loaned
platforms and stools, which were suitably arranged, nobody had
cause to complain. The finalists were E. P. Conolly, Aldershot
Conservative Club, and J. Bispham, Cove Social Club. The game
was 500 up, Conolly running out winner by 500 434. In a few
words the game can be summed up thus. 3ispham lived up to
his reputation for making a poor start, and early in the game was
145 behind, but towards the end of the game was only 6 behind,
but could not catch his opponent.

It was not until Conolly was nearly 200 up and his opponent
less than 50, that Bispham was able to get the balls together to
compile a series of useful breaks. At 231 Conolly broke down for
some time, and it was during this period that Bispham advanced
his score by 127, whilst the Aldershot player was adding only 4o.
The game really reached a dramatic stage when the score stood at
413—407 in favour of Conolly. The highest break of the evening
was 62 put together by the winner ; Bispham’s best effort was 37.

At the conclusion of the game congratulations were offered to
the winner and runner-up by Councillor R. D. McLaurin, the
President of the league. He also thanked the Press for the space
given to the league reports and specially thanked H. & G. S., whom
he stated, owing to the regretted illness of Mr. Geo. Lloyd (Secretary
of the league), had helped admirably with the arrangements.
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The magnificent cup was then presented by the donor,

Councillor T. H. Jones to E. P. Conolly, together with a miniature

replica. A silver cup was presented to J. Bispham—a gallant
loser.

In addition to winning the Individual Championship Cup, the
Aldershot Conservative Club, after an exciting tussle with the
Camberley Working Men's Club, have won the League, and therefore
become the possessors of the ““ Simonds Cup ” for one year.

The General Annual Meeting of the Farnborough Branch
Cricket Club was held on March 27th and the following officials
were duly elected for 1920 :

Captain MBI [CANCASTER.
Vice-Captain Mr. E. G. CRUTCHLEY.
Secretary SN SRS SRS TG R R,
Treasurer ... Mr. E. GOSNEY.

With the addition of Mr. R. PAICE the above are to form the
Committee. The finances of the Club are on a sound basis ; we
commence the year with a good credit balance and plenty of useful
tackle.

Our new Secretary has arranged the following games for the
coming season :

May r1th ... S/Mess, 1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade o Away
4 18th ... S/Mess, 1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade ... Home

o 25th ... Camberley Working Men’s Club ... Home
June st .. S[Mess, 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards e Away
8th .. S[Mess, 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards .« Home

zznd ... Seven Bridges Brewery C.C. we Home

- AXajiall Camberley Working Men’s Club . Away
July 6th ... Frimley Green II. ... Home
s 13th ... Seven Bridges Brewery C.C. o Away

» 20th ... S/Mess, 2nd Bn. The Royal Berks «e EHome
N, 27th ... S/Mess, 2nd Bn. The Loyal Regt. ... Away
Aug. 3rd ... S/Mess, 2nd Bn. The Loyal Regt e Home
roth ... Frimley Green II. Away

0 17th ... Aldershot Police ... ... Home
» o 24th ... S/Mess, 2nd Bn, The Royal Berks ... Away

We are looking forward to an enjoyable season and especially
the meetings with our Reading opponents.
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NEWBURY.

Our well-known hostelry The Jack Hotel, Newbury, has been

honoured recently by a visit from Mr. Ramsey Macdonald,

accompanied by Lady Cynthia Moseley and Sir Oswald Moseley.

It is with pleasure that we have to relate that after
dining simply and well, they departed with an ** at peace with the
world expression upon them.”

It is gratifying to know that from the time of Henry VIII,
who visited the Hotel with Queen Katherine, its reputation is so
well known and has been so well maintained throughout the
length and breadth of England, that celebrities still make it their
halting place to satisfy their creature comforts.

Amongst its recent visitors can be numbered the Duchess of
Atholl, Lord Westmorland, Air-Marshal Sir John and Lady
Salmond, Dame Madge Kendal, Clarice Mayne, Seymour and Betty
Hicks, Violet Vanbrugh, and in the Cinema World, Miss Joan
Lockton.

The Jack Hotel has an old-world character and charm, with a
homely atmosphere and no pretentiousness that, sad to relate,
many of the country hostelries of to-day in an effort to move with
the times are fast losing.

CRAVEN HUNT POINT-TO-POINT RACES.

One of the principal sporting events for Newbury & District
took place on the 2oth April, at Shefford Woodlands.

There was a larger attendance than ever, the Meeting becoming
more popular every year, and both the owners of hunters and the
general public take the keenest interest in the day’s sport.

The Course is one of the finest that can be found in the Craven
Hunt area and includes some splendid jumps. The Committee
comprises most of the leading residents and farmers of the district,
and the success of the Meeting is always assured.

A pleasing incident took place at the close of the Meeting
this year, namely a presentation to Arthur Dowdeswell, who has
for several years hunted the Craven hounds and who is so well
known to all of us.
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[n making the presentation the Chairman of the Hunt said
that all those who had hunted with the Craven during the last
eight seasons would regret “ Arthur’s ” retirement. His unfailing
cheerfulness and good manners had won him a very warm place
in the hearts, not only of the actual hunting folk, but also of those
other good sportsmen : land owners, tenant farmers, covert owners
and keepers, without whose good wishes and active support fox
hunting would be impossible.

Mr. Corbett then made the presentation which consisted of an
illuminated address and a cheque, subscribed for by all interested
in the Craven Hunt, as a mark of appreciation of ““ Arthur’s”
services, together with their best wishes for his future health,
happiness and prosperity.

" Arthur " now becomes our tenant of The Craven Arms,
Enborne, which is situated practically in the centre of the Craven
Hunt country and if popularity has anything to do with it, his
success is assured.

Our beers were again supplied for the Meeting and, needless to
say, were in fine condition and very popular.

W.H.B.

Bradley & Son, Ltd., The Crown Press, Caxton Street, Reading.
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