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The virtue of silence does not consist in never speaking, hu i,
being silent when it is not useful to speak.

Each one can do but little, but if each would do that litt]e all
would be done.

The best of sport is to do the deed and say nothing.

Good habits are just as easily acquired as the bad-—only there
isn't the fun to be had in boasting about them.

Pardon is the choicest flower of victory.

THE LIGHTER SIDE.

A girl with a dimple doesn’t mind the depression.
* * * *
NEAR-SIGHTED GRANDMA : ‘‘ Look, Grace, there’s a real old
fashioned nice girl. Her dress buttons all the way up the back.”
DAUGHTER : ““ Nonsense, Mother | That’s her spine.”
* * * *
An editor was dining out.

“ Would you like some more pudding ? *’ his hostess asked

“ No, thank you,” replied the editor, absent-mindedly. ““ Owing
to tremendous pressure on space [ am reluctantly compelled to
decline.”

* * * *
HE :  They say only men of brains live long.”

SHE : ““ Well, hope for the best. You may prove one ol the
exceptions.”’

* * * *

“1 say, porter,” said the haughty lady, ““is that bulldog

vou're leading ferocious? "’ ““ No, mum. It’s fer Clacton.”

* * *
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“ And what steps do you take with caterpillars ? " asked the
garrulous  visitor. * Well, ma’'am,” replied the exasperated
gardener. ' I takes twenty steps into that there field and I turns
‘|||(-(;||ty|>i|l:n'.\‘ round three times and makes 'em so giddy that they
don’t know their way back 'ere again.”

* * * *

“You don't think much of golf, then? " said the Colonel to
the Sergeant-Major, who had volunteered to act as caddie for him.

SERGEANT-MAJOR : “ Seems a bit slow, sir—a kind of 'ockey
at the "alt !
* * * *

Peroy : ‘I say—now you've accepted me-—what are you
soing to do when any of your old admirers come along ¢’

ANGELA : “ Oh, don't worry ! TI'll be able to hide you away
somewhere.”

“No,” said the young lady scornfully, ** when I marry it must
be a polished upright grand man.” It seems to me,” replied the
rejected swain, “ that what you require 1s a piano.

* * * *

PASSENGER @ ““ What’s the matter? Why are we going so
slowly ? "

AERO-'BUS CONDUCTOR : “‘ It's alright, sir ; there’s no danger.
3ut we're passing through the Milky Way, and the propeller is
chock-full of butter!”

* * * *

“ My husband is merely a manufacturer of waste-baskets,’
sighed the woman with aspirations. ‘' [t seems such a prosy
occupation.”’

“On the contrary, there is really much poetry in waste
baskets,” replied the unappreciated bard.

* * * *

“Now,” said the teacher, * quite a number of plants and
llowers have the prefix ‘dog.” For instance, the dog-rose and
dog-violet are well known. Can any of you name another? "

A ]l:l|)|)\' look illuminated the face of a boy at the back of the
class as he cried out, ‘“ Please, miss, there’s the collie-flower.

* * * *
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“ Do you think you could ever be true to one girl ?

“Well, I've been true to three or four at one time, and | g

i uess
I could.

* * * *
““ This here house, sir, is where Katherine of Aragon was bittey
by a mad dog,”” explained the villager.
“Tudor, eh? " said the tourist.
“ Yes, sir, chewed her something horrible.”
* * * *
“They say she tore through five thousand of his money in
six months !
“ Well, that ought to suit him. He told me before they were
married she was just what he wanted —a perfectly ripping girl.”
* * * *

AUNT CLARISSA : ““ So this is the new baby, eh? T used to
look just like her at that age. Now, what’s she crying about?’
LitTtLE NIECE : ““ Oh, Aunt Clarissa, she heard what you said.”

* * * *

Visitor (to host’s little girl) : “ How do you know it’s the first
of the month ?
ISTET TR S GIRT

‘Cause all daddy’s letters have got front
windows on them.”

* * * *
NEW Boss : ““ Strange as it may seem, ['m a crank on simplified
spelling.”
Lapy Typrst : “ That's O.K. with me chief. I ain’t never
been particular, either.”
* * *

LAWYER FOR THE ACCUSED : ‘“ Are you positive that the
prisoner is the man who stole your car? ”

WirNEss : ““ I was until you began to cross-examine me. Now
['m not sure whether I ever owned a car.”
* * * *
FirsT CANNIBAL : ““ The chief has hay fever.”

SECOND CANNIBAL : “ Serves him right. T told him not to eat
that grass widow.”
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“

JEATRICE : ““ Mrs. Newly-Wed worships her husband, doesn’t
she? ”
MauD : “ I should think so—she places burnt offerings before
him three times a day.”
* * * *
CL1ENT @ ‘“ She has been saying the most dreadful things about
my face.”
SoLicItor : “ Yes, yves, I know. But I don’t advise you to sue.
[t would cost you more than the whole thing’s worth.’
* * * *
DRAPER : “ These are specially strong shirts, sir, which can’t
be damaged by the laundry. They simply laugh at the launderer.
CustoMER : ““ I know ! I had some which came back from the
laundry with their sides split.”
* * * *
“Isn’t the sky glorious ? Oh, for the wings of a dove!”
“Can’t say that’s my taste exactly. A large plate of cold beef
is more my fancy ! "
* * *
PoET : “ But I beg you. I've put my whole mind into this.”
Epiror : “ And I tell you we are not buying blank verse.”
* * * *

INSPECTOR : “ Got away, has he? Did you guard all the
entrances ? ’
CouNTRY CONSTABLE : ‘“ Yes, we think he must ’ave left by
one of the exits!”
* * * *
SuB-Ep1tor : “ I see here that a general was badly cut in
opening a wine bottle. What kind of heading shall I put on it ¢

Epitor : ““ Oh, just say serious accident to man-of-war in
attempting to get into port.”

* * * *

“Now,” said the teacher, ‘“ a man who comes from Russia 1s
called a Russian. What do we call a man who comes from Italy ?

‘ Please, teacher,” piped a little voice, *“ an [talic.

* * * %
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* Did you give your husband the mustard plaster I ordered 7 »

St Yes, doctor, but he says could he have a bit o’ bread or some.
thing with the next one—it was terrible hot eating it alone | ”

* * * *

ENGINE-DRIVER'S SWEETHEART
of me during your long night trips ? '

“And do you always think

ENGINE-DRIVER : “ Do I?  Why, ['ve wrecked two trains that
way already.”

ENGINE-DRIVER'S SWEETHEART : ** Oh, vou darling |
* * * %
GABE @ * Scribbles says he is a man of letters.”

S:H‘I\'I'if “Yes, vou'll find his 1.0.U.’s scattered all over the
town.,”

* * * *

(‘)l.l) Purry : ** Yes, sir, I pride myself that I am a self-made
man."’

CutTING : ** Well, [ knew some amateur did it."
* * * *
‘I am a candidate for your hand.”
" But my parents have proposed another young man.”
“All right ; I'll run as an independent.”
* * * *

“ I like that man you just introduced. He knows enough to
keep his mouth shut at the right time.”

" Yes, he’s trving to get accustomed to his new teeth.”

* * * *

“This watch will last for a lifetime,” remarked the jeweller

Nonsense ! "’ retorted the customer. ““ Can’t I see for mysell

that its hours are numbered ? ’

* * * *

. DAUGHTER : Papa did not take the paper to the office with
him this morning,”

MorHEeR : * He didn’t ?  I’ll bet it's got a lot of stuff showing
how women can trim their own hats.”
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“ T am willing,” said the candidate, after he had hit the table
a terrible blow with his fist, ““ to trust the people.”

“ Great Scott ! yelled a little man in the audience, ‘“ I wish
you'd open a grocer’s shop.”

* * * *

CusTOMER (to his barber) : *“ Your hair-restorer has made my
hair come out more than ever.”

BARBER : ‘* Ah, you must have put too much on, sir! Made
the hair come right out instead of only half-way.

* * * *

Sue : ° Where did you get that umbrella ? "

He : “ It was a gift from sister.”

SHE :  You told me you hadn’t any sisters.”

He : I know—but that’s what is engraved on the handle.”
* * * *

“Your husband has started a great many enterprises, |

helieve ?
“He has.”
"“"How has he succeeded ? "
‘ Iailed in everything.”

“ But he has got hold of something now that will hold water,
[ believe,"

“ Ah, indeed."
" Yes, he has gone into the milk business.”
* * * *

WELL-MEANING LADY (to author) : “ Saw your play last night
Just the thing for a dull evening.”

" Percy is going crazy over his new car.”

“That's strange. Every time I've seen him he's been going
crazy under it.”
* * * *

HE : ““ People living together get to look alike.”

SHE : ‘“ Here's your ring. I daren’t risk it! "
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Smith bought a loud and aggressive golfing cap, and when pe
arrived home he proceeded to try it on at various fetching angles,
His wife watched him for a few moments, and then, wishing t,
appear interested, said, “ Ah, John, and T suppose this you
handicap that I've heard so much about ? "’

* * * *

‘1 observe that you always use those small wooden teeg
nowadays,” said a golfer to his friend. ““ Do you find they improve
your game? "’ “I dunno about improving it,”" replied the other
player, “ but they certainly make a round much more interesting,
You see, I never know which is going to go farthest, the ball or the
tee.”

* * * *

OLp LApy (looking at submarine in dock) : “ And doesn’t that

gun on deck get wet when you submerge ?

SAILOR : ““ Oh, no, ma’am ! When we submerge one o the
sailors holds an umbrella over it ! "’
* * * *
‘“ Darling,” she said, breathlessly, *“ one feels as we speed along
that life is really and truly worth living.”
“ Yes,” he replied, *“ and, judging from the way the pedestrians
dodge us, they feel that way, too.”
* * * *
[ believe our climate is changing.
“Think so? ’
“ Our winters seem to be getting warmer.”
“ Well, the women wouldn’t wear enough clothes, so the
climate had to change—the women wouldn’t ! ”’

* * * *

A visitor called at a doctor’s house. ‘‘ Is your father at home,
dear ? " he asked the doctor’s small daughter.

“No, he’s out giving an anaesthetic |’
““ An anaesthetic | That’s a big word. What does it mean?

“ Three guineas,” was the reply.
* * * *

SHE : ““ What’s the difference between a dimple and a wrinkle?’

HE : ““ Oh, about thirty or forty years!”
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;:“Don’t go. You are leaving me entirely without reason.”
[ always leave things as I find them.”
* * * *

ScHOOLBOY (translating) : ““ She slipped and fell into the river:
Her husband, horror-stricken, rushed to the bank

TEACHER (interposing) : “ What did he run to the bank for ? *

Boy : “ To get the insurance money.”
* * * %

CavuTiOUS FATHER : “ My dear, if you want a good husband,
marry Mr. Easie. He really and truly loves you.”

DAUGHTER : “ How do you know that, dad?

CAUTIOUS IFATHER : 3ecause I've been borrowing money off

him for six months, and still he keeps coming.”

* * * *

“You've made a mistake in your paper,” said the indignant
man, entering the editorial sanctum. ‘I was one of the competitors
at the athletic match yesterday, and you have called me the well-
known light-weight champion.” *° Well, aren’t you? " said the
editor. “ No, I'm nothing of the kind, and its confoundedly
awkward, because, you see, I'm a coal merchant.”

* * * *

" Waiter, this fish is awful, why did you insist I should order
i )

Jecause, otherwise, monsieur, it would have been served to

us in the kitchen.’
* * * *

“I'm glad you're so impressed, dear, by all these explanations
[ have been giving you about banking and currency,” remarked
the young husband.

“Yes, darling. I seems wonderful that anybody could know
as much as you do about money without having any."”

* * * *
“What profession is your boy going to select ? "
“I'm going to educate him to be a lawyer,” replied the farmer.
He's naturally argumentative an’ bent on getting mixed up with
other people’s troubles an’ he might jes' as well get paid for his
time,"”’ v
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BRANCHES.
OXTFORD.
BRITISH LEGION AND WORKING MEN’S CLUB, STANFORD-IN-THE- VAL

The supper held at the headquarters of the above club on the
evening of Saturday, April 2nd, was voted a great success by all
who attended and, as we were among those privileged to be present.
we can heartily endorse this verdict.

Indeed, we hope that the supper will become at least an annual
event and that we shall receive due and timely warning of the nex
one.

The proceedings were graced by the presence of Rear-Admiral
IF. Clifton Brown, C.B., C.M.G., J.P., in the chair, supported by
Mr. Harry Collins and a large number of members and friends

The catering was excellently carried out by Mr. and Mrs. T.
Luckett and other helpers and their efforts were highly appreciated.
The success of the evening was in a large measure due to our friend
Mr. Will Spinage, the indefatigable Hon. Secretary, who has the
welfare of the club very much at heart.

The following gentlemen contributed to a musical entertain
ment after the supper and their renderings were the means of
making the evening both harmonious and convivial :

Mr. I'. Norton - Song—"' Empress of the Waves.”

J. Spinage
G. Strong
W. Rixon
T. Spinage

“ Asleep in the Deep.”

‘“Under the Bed.”

“ When the Great Red Dawn is shining.’
o5 ‘" When IFather joined the Territorials.”
McDonald + ‘ Eleven More Months and Ten More Days.”
T. Wenman Recitation.,
W. Spinage Song—'"" The Old Rustic Bridge.”
A. Keen - - “Canada.”
. Titchener
A. Whiting -
I'. Norton -
J. Spinage -
T. Spinage

" When you played the organ."”

‘“ As the old Clock was ticking."”

‘“ Flower from my Angel Mother's Grave.”
‘“ Hearts of Oak.”

“ A Little Bit off the Top.”

During the evening the Steward and his good lady (Mr. and

Mrs. Robins) were kept busy as the room was comfortably warm
and chorus singing is dry work.

BRIGHTON.
After holding high hopes of a large influx of visitors at Easter,
our hopes were shattered when the weather turned from sprin;-hlu'
to mid-winter, and the holiday was a most disappointing one.
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[aster Monday was a little better than the '])rwjv‘(lin;ﬁ' days,
.nd was taken advantage of by Mr. L. Hooker with friends from
the Ferry Arms, Shoreham, and others in organising a comic
football match for the Old Folks I"un(l: l<'mm the accompanying
];]|()14»§_|'21|)|| the participants very well (Ilsgu.lswl themselves, and we
hope raised a substantial sum for the charity they worked so hard
for.

Southwick, near Brighton, has again come into the lilll(illi'L(]It
owing to the ban on cricket the In(“ul ('mll_u"il have thought fit to
impose. No doubt, some of r)ln"llnvsl cricketers of recent years
have had their training on the village green, and the bulk of .””.
inhabitants think that with a certain amount of compromise,
games on the green should be allowed to continue.

SMUGGLING ROMANCE AND TRUTH.

Professional storytellers have romanced cheerfully about the
smuggling days in Sussex. Even Mr. Kipling, Ilvl‘(‘llwl'(filli..\‘l,.ll.’l.\‘
seen picturesqueness in their doings. Now for a little plain fact.
Just a hundred years ago seven smugglers were charged with the
murder of two of the Sussex coastguard. It was stated that
smuggelers at Hastings and Rye had assembled in bodies Q.f two
hundred, armed with pistols, and set the coastguards at defiance.
I'wo of the latter were killed and six wounded, and several
smugglers were killed, and carried off by their companions.

Other ““ most deadly affairs ”’ took place at Camber, and at
Bo-Peep, in which four men were killed. These \I]lil“‘t‘llg(lgt‘l]l('llt.\',
and there were few of larger magnitude, rather rubs off the romance
of modern novelists’ yarns.

Comic Football Match, Shoreham, Easter Monday, 1932.
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PORTSMOUTH.
H.M.S. * ST. VINCENT, GOSPORT,

The modern naval training for boys as carried out af HLMLS,
St. Vincent, Gosport, is a very thorough affair. Mental poise as
well as physical fitness is a necessary attribute with the modern
sailorman. The extensive training which the boys are given cluring
a comparatively short period they are on the establishment adds
that touch of self-reliance which makes for finer service. Drafted
from the recruiting offices either direct from the shore or from the
mercantile training establishments of the same character as the
Mercury (which lies in Hamble River), they are put into groups
and within a few weeks they find their level in accordance witl their
educational abilities. The average boy takes the seaman’s course
which lasts approximately 45 weeks, the boy above the average
takes an advance course extending over about 59 weeks, and the
boy of suitable ability who has an inclination that way is placed
in the visual signalling and wireless classes for a course which may
extend over 73 weeks. If a boy shews any outstanding ability he
is quickly discovered and these boys are transferred to a special
class. Boys of the right educational standard are encouraged to
volunteer for the advanced course with the idea of preparing them
for a higher educational test when they get to sea. This gives
them the opportunity of going in for warrant rank, or, as permitted
by the new regulations, for the rank of sub-lieutenant. The
practical side is also of course not forgotten. Gunnery Park, the
name by which the enclosure at the top of Forton Creek is called,
contains a series of buildings equipped with the necessary gear o
train the boys in the handling of guns, whilst one is devoted to
lectures on the various types of ammunitions. It is here, also, they
are taught the rudiments of sailing, of boat hoisting, of taking
soundings by heaving the lead and of various types of lifting tackle.
Captain R. H, T. Raikes, D.S.0., is vacating the command of
H.M.S. St. Vincent this month (April), and is to take over as
Director of the Staff College, Greenwich. The recreational side of
the boys’ training is also amply provided for and includes rughy,
association football, hockey, rifle shooting, running and swimming.
The school provides the opportunity for the best training con-
ceivable under the best conditions possible and afterwards, a
chance to see the world with the finest Service in the world, The
photograph herewith is that of the Commander-in-Chief, Ports
mouth, Sir Arthur Kipling Waistill, K.C.B.. taking the salute
during his recent inspection of the school.
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Admiral Sir A. K. Waistill, K.C.B., inspecting H.M.S St. Vincent,
taking the salute.

The statue appearing in the photograph is that of Queen
Victoria and was originally designed as a figure-head for the old
Royal Sovereign. This ship was designed in 1857 and illl(‘l’\\':l!'(lx
became the first ship in the British Navy to have gun turrets. She
was converted in 1862.

[HE PORTSMOUTH CITY AERODROME.

[his aerodrome is to be opened on July 2nd, and after the
opening the Portsmouth and Isle of Wight Company \.\'I” start
operating flights between Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight,
also to various parts of the country and arrange for joy flights.

[he Corporation are to receive from the Company £250 for the
lirst year, the second year £250 again, the third year £300, and the
lourth year f£350. The total expenditure was nu'nllf»nv(l at a
Council Ilu'(-liilg as £127,000. After the fifth year the Corporation
would have an opportunity, il they wished, to (-m.plu\' a H_\'ln;
expert and run their own aerodrome ; profits accruing therefrom
being for the benefit of the City. New contracts are to be sent to
the City Council for approval for the erection of a l'('[l‘.t'\lrlllt‘lH
chalet and offices at a cost of {2,583, a club house at {1,877, a
Service hangar at £4,207 and a club hangar at £820.
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On May 13th Rear Admiral Henry Karslake Kitson, C B
succeed Vice-Admiral L. A. B. Donaldson as /\(lmil‘;ll--.\'u|)(-vrin.htxv |\H“
of Portsmouth Dockyard. Rear Admiral Kitson was ]vrnnml(l'((lllm
I'lag r;mlg in April, 1928, and his appointment as Rear \<|m'-lr‘|'
commanding the Third Battle Squadron Atlantic Fleet, in stcce i
to lx’(l'nr Admiral J. M. Casement, was dated May ()l]»' 1020 \Il;m
appointment he relinquished in May last, 3efore this he ],”}
commanded the Battleship H.M.S. Rodney. In the v:n’lb\' :|||M(
l.ll(‘ war, Rear Admiral Kitson was in command of the jIll M :l
Surftsure, and later he was commended for services rendered af 1'| 
Dardanelles. In June, 1917, he was promoted (';l|x(;|1r; nnl
;||>1)<)1!11('(l Assistant Director of Naval Intelligence. In 1023 i II(,
was Flag Captain to Admiral Fergusson in the H.M.S. Calc /’//}[:' ul:l
the American and West Indies Station and afterwards he commanded
the H.M.S. Vernon torpedo school at Portsmouth before be «‘»| ing
the first captain of H.M.S. Rodney. i

‘ _,\I:m\' of our readers in this district, particularly from the
.\or\'l(‘(:s. have told us how much they enjoyed the article in last
month’s Hop LEAF GAZETTE by *“ Moonraker.” We are all |tm|\ill"
forward to another write-up from the same pen. ;

WOKING.
WOKING AND DISTRICT CLUB STEWARDS.
FIFTH ANNUAL DINNER.

I,]“' most successful gathering yet organised in connection with
l|l'(' Woking and District Club Stewards’ Association was held on
Wednesday, 6th April, at the Red House Hotel, Woking, when
about fifty members and friends met for the illllllll‘ll ([i]ll);TI‘ Mi
A. Bennett presided. l |

" !lu- loyal I‘)ilxl was tlul\‘ honoured, after which the chairman
\\‘m it was the fifth occasion on which they had assembled as an
Association, and he expressed his appreciation of

ASS ) again being
invited to preside. 0

! In submitting the toas v evening, ¢
Club .\‘lvvw;u'fl:s of Woking and (|ih\ll‘i<'l,‘” I!;I L:{ht[h;l'(v\\,( ]::::?IW|I 'iI“
very trying lnlup.\‘ and the past six months had been a |w!!"'| ol
unparalleled difficulty in club life, due in no small deeree to the
burden of the exceedingly high beer tax imposed in Ilu-h(-nu-w ency
I’“‘lk‘('l: I’I't_l|h’l|>|\‘ there had never been a greater failure to fulfil
the object for which such an imposition \:‘HS designed, It had

rechuce acle 2 1CIe: |
luced trade and increased unemployment immeasurably. I
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might truthfully be said that it had been an attempt to impose
]1|‘|)|Ii|bi(i()ll by taxation. He hoped the next few weeks would see
an end of such folly. The result had been to cripple struggling
clubs, to place the balance of the year’s working on the wrong side
for many well established institutions, and to reduce to fine
|)m|mrtiun.\' the credit balance of the few fortunate ones who
finished 1931 on the right side. All this had added responsibility
{0 club stewards, especially to those who were proud of their clubs
and whose first thoughts and whole-time efforts were for the well-
being of the institution which they served, and the happiness of
the members generally.

[he chairman extended a cordial welcome to those who were
making their first appearance at this annual dinner, and said he
was pleased to see present, Mr. Paterson (Walton W.M.), Mr.
Brooking (Walton Oddfellows), Mr. Major (Weybridge Constitu-
tional), and Mr. Rowe who had recently been appointed to the
Woking W.M. Club and who he hoped would spend many happy
vears in the district. The future would probably continue to be’a
festing time, and all stewards would need to use their best
endeavours to see that members were attracted and made happy in
their clubs. Young members were necessary and should be
encouraged, even though their spending capacity was limited.
['his aspect I)H-x(-nl(-(l new problems which had to be faced, and
club committees would need to arrange their programmes accord-
ingly. He congratulated the Woking Liberal Club on entering
their new home, and all would wish them a large measure of success.

The district had been fortunate in its stewards and a high
standard of club life had been attained. The authorities and the
public generally looked to the stewards to see there was no departure
from that standard. There were always those who would pick
holes if possible, as reflected in the one-sided evidence tendered by
many before the Royal Commission when all the weak spots were
revealed and but few of the better aspects were emphasised. The
only champions were the central organisations such as the
Association of Conservative Clubs and the Working Men's Club &
Institute Union, and in that respect a tribute was due to the
vigilance and the ability of the late Mr, B. T. Hall, and to the able
conduct of the club case by the General Secretaries, Mr. . Solbé
and Mr, R. S. Chapman.

Concluding, the chairman said he was extremely glad to see
such a good gathering that evening, and looked forward to meeting
them again next year under brighter circumstances than were
possible at present.

Mr, C. Austin (Woking Liberal Club) responding, read a letter
of apology from Mr. J. W. Wells, General Secretary of the National
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Union of Club Stewards, who was prevented at the last minute from
being present. He was delighted that Mr., J. Holloway was able t,
be with them that evening as he had always displayed the greatest
interest in their Association. The attendance was VEry encouraging
and augered well for the future. Mr. T. Loughnane had been 4
pioneer of the movement and had spared no effort each year ¢
ensure its success.

Mr. T. Loughnane (Westfield) submitted the toast of “ Ihe
Visitors,"” to which Mr. L. C. Smyrke (Guildford) replied in humoroys
vein, and *“ The Chairman " was proposed in happy style by Mr,

W. R. Martin (West Byfleet).

During the evening a splendid programme of vocal and
instrumental music was given by the “ Woking Old Contemptibles’
Orchestra and Concert Party " under the direction of Mr. E. Scutch.
Messrs. J. Maguire and J. Leggett (Walton) and W. R. Martin
(West Byfleet) rendered pleasing items for which they were
deservedly encored, and Mr. Johnson (Walton) gave whistling solos
in which he cleverly imitated the canary, thrush and lark : the
latter to a vocal accompaniment by Mr. Maguire.

The artistes were heartily thanked for their contribution on
the proposition of Mr. G. Lowrey (Woking British Legion)

OXFORD.
COWLEY CONSERVATIVE CLUB,

By the courtesy of the committee and members of the above
club whose kind invitation was promptly accepted, we were present
at their sports section dinner which was held at the Club House on
Monday the t8th April.

The prime reason for the celebration was the club’s gaining the
championship of the Third Division of the Billiards [League and we
venture to say that this was excuse enough notwithstanding the fact
that the annual dinner had to be postponed earlier in the year.

Mr. F. Kemp (Vice-President) took the chair, supported by
Messrs. . W, Williams, G, H. Polley, G. Noke, B. H. Sansom (Hon
Sec.), A. Anderson (Treasurer) and a large number of members and
friends were present.

During the evening musical and vocal items were rendered to
an appreciative audience and needless to say the Hop Leaf was in
evidence,
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Messrs. W. Pipkin and A. Tillitson were presented with cues
a5 the winners of the snooker and billiards tournaments respectively
vl},(l accorded the usual honours.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Pipkin (the steward of the club and his good
lady) are to be congratulated on their catering ; the arrangements
were excellent,

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

We greet the so-called merry month, now here, with its promise
of fairer days and brighter hours, ;ul(! hope many of us may I)(i
forgiven if we survey the near future in an anticipatory tl:?mlv 1;[
mind, despite the many complexes of present day conditions, both
national and commercial. At least one very (lm-p depression is still
in our immediate neighbourhood, but we are hoping for the help of
areal English summer which, on the law of averages, we are asked
to believe we are about to have.

Optimism costs nothing anyway ! So look to your bats, clubs
and rackets you smiters of the speeding orbs. Hie lm\';mlls th(‘_
high places you lovers of the sea and \‘k\', and deeply drink of
Britain’s health laden breezes in your leisure hours.

And (a word to the wise) in all moderation, from time to time,
quaff a full measure of those nut brown ales which are to be found
under the “ Hop I eaf "’ label, and in thy work or play, thou shalt
envy no man his success.

CPLYMOUTH, THE HOME OF ENGLAND'S SEA KINGS.”

A very attractive brochure has just been issued by the Im‘;ll]
Publicity Committee. Its usefulness for all ]IH“(I"I\'411}:]]((‘!‘,\‘.1,\'
apparent, for while the city, with its historical and service .'l.ssn(:l;l-
tions, receives due notice, its claim as ‘‘ the centre of a Imnghy(l
tours ' is also well substantiated. The diverse charms of its
environs, the wonderful harbour, its numerous neighbouring coves,
])i(-lmwwlm' bays and charming ln‘:l(ll;n'uls are all brought thnr.('
the reader who is seeking an ideal holiday ‘L"I'Hlllvl(l at the most
natural beauty spot on the south sea board. (Nothing artificial
about our Sound !)

[ts H|H“2ll] for 19 32 is *“ Come to Plymouth,” see .])(‘\'()ll s hills
and dales, enjoy her rivers, unrivalled for grandeur of scenery, lllu-
Dart, the Tamar and the Yealm. This booklet is well worth a study.

[hen look for the *“ Hop Leaf " signs, they're almost (t}l'l(rl'lx'
where | Step in underneath, say “S.B.” please, and you €
cooled and comforted.
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We deeply sympathise with Mr. and Mrs. W. Coombes of the
“ Mark of Friendship Inn,” Millbrook, and their family, in

_ the saqd
loss of a dearly loved daughter at the comparative early ag

> of 32
_ A family of five young children is left motherless, buf not
forsaken, owing to their grandparent’s self imposed task of looking
after them. May our old friends receive every help in nurturing
and guiding this, their second family, is our earnest wish. And to
the bereaved husband we extend our sincere sympathy in hig
irreparable loss. ‘

Grief rarely lacks a comforter, but memory alone abidetl |

The appointment of Mr. W, C. Johnson of the Portsmouth City
Police to the Chief Constableship of this city gives us the Oppor-
tunity of joining with our Portsmouth confreres in congratulating
him on being chosen for such an exacting and responsible post. ‘

~ His predecessor, Mr. A. K. Wilson, now Chief Constable of
Liverpool, left us with tributes and regrets from the whole of the
district, and our new ““ Chief "’ can be assured of the same support
being given to him in every way, as was so pleasantly accorded and
accepted by Mr. Wilson.

Hearty congratulations to the S.B.”-ites on their Grand
National success. We are fervently hoping that other deserving cases
will find their counterfoils likewise popping up in the Derby draw.
3ut Mr. Luck is a very stubborn riser as we all know, Many hopes
will fail to rise at all that day-they’ll just keep on turning over,
and refuse to get out. Here's to us all anyway |

The possibility of Reading and Plymouth being together for
the next football season has now fled. A gallant belated effort by
our Elm Park friends certainly deserved a better fate. We can
only hope it is a happy augury for next time anyway.

~ Our boys did very well throughout the season, and had the
(l('!('nm' equalled the attack promotion might easily have been
gained. The curtain falls with two interesting (I.ll(‘l‘i(‘.\ to he
answered in the next act.
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WOKING.
GERGEANTS’ MESS, DEPOT THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT, GUILDFORD.
METEREN-——I3-I4TH APRIL, IQIS3.

Backs to the wall ! Dark days of distress when we played the
game of life for the builders of the wall in our rear and death for
ourselves played the game and won ! ‘ Stand Fast! Not an
inch more shall they gain "—and right well did both war-worn
veterans and youthful recruits obey !

[he advance of the grey-clad hosts of Germany was stemmed at
Meteren by an isolated unit with almost negligible artillery support.
Our role of protectors for the builders of the wall was a task
xtulwnluus in its magnitude.

[he flower of Germany's shock troops were flung against our
unprepared position time after time with the desperation of despair.
[he dice of death were heavily loaded against us and it seemed that
annihilation would surely be our reward.

Shrapnel, high explosive, tear and mustard gas swept our line
and their barrages crept forward with devilish intensity, but wave
after wave of their famous storm troops was shattered to destruction
upon the rocks of our rifle and machine gun fire. One particularly
famous and highly trained battalion, advancing upon us in
courageous arrogance was annihilated to a man, but yet more and
more troops were flung against us in a tempestuous frenzy. Their
desperate efforts were of no avail, however, and the German
battering ram was splintered and broken upon the oaken door of
[English courage and tenacity.

Two fateful days saw the game played to a finish but at a
grievous cost, for fully half our comrades had answered the roll call
of death. Their passing was proclaimed with a glorious salute
BAYETE |

In commemoration of the battle a dance was organised by the
Sergeants’ Mess, Depot the Queen’s Royal Regiment, and held 1n
the gymnasium on the 15th April, 1932. The evening was successful
and highly enjoyable. Decorations, as usual, were carried out by
Sergeant-Instructor Lambert (A.P.T.S.). Music was provided by
The Saxonia Orchestra and the M.C’s. were R.QO.M.S. Wakeford
and C/S. Clark,

THE FIFTH ARMY OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION WHITSUN TOUR OF
IHE BATTLEFIELDS.
[he above Association is organising a tour of the battlefields
on the Western Front, to which the general public, including ladies,
are invited to accompany them.
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The primary objects of the tour are to visit the ')2I||}1'|il‘|(]\~
from Ostend to the Somme, including Ypres, Vimy Ridge, and other
places which may be passed en route to Thiepval. Also to Witnesg
the unveiling of the memorial to the missing at Arras on \\'I|i|y

Sunday afternoon, and that at Thiepval on Whit-Monday afternooy

The latter memorial, which will be unveiled by H.R.H. e
Prince of Wales, and in the presence of the President of the I¥rench
Republic, is the largest memorial to the missing on the Wester,
Front, and contains no less than 73,077 names. It is twice the si
of the Menin Gate, at Ypres, and records 20,000 more names on its
piers,

The party will leave Victoria Station on Saturday, May 14th,

at 2 p.m. and cross to Ostend. It will reach Victoria on its refurn

at 7.30 a.m. on Tuesday, May the 17th.

[full particulars may be obtained from the Organising Secretary,
Capt. G. T. Arlett, D.C.M., St. Cross Road, Oxford ("phone Oxfor
2375), and intending tourists should apply as carly as possible,
owing to the expected demand for accommodation, ete.

CRABBS PARK, PAIGNTON,

The annual dinner held at the Paignton Conservative Club on
Saturday, April 2nd, was marred somewhat by the absence of oul
worthy member of Parliament, Mr. Charles Williams. A message
of regret was, however, expressed by Mr. Halliwell, who said M
Williams had another important meeting to attend and that he
(Mr. Williams) wished everyone a most enjoyable evening.

The catering was extremely well organized by Messrs. Dellers
under somewhat difficult circumstances, as the card room of the
club had to be converted into a kitchen.

[fullbrook’s dance orchestra from Plyiiouth kept the air
floating with melodies from many war-time and pre-war time tunes
which seemed to convey the impression to quite a few that the)
had returned to their childhood days, judging by the way they
exercised their vocal chords,

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan and staff were extremely busy supplymg
the necessary refreshments, and “ S.B.” was very much in demand.

A very happy evening was spent and many thanks are due to
the organizing committee for the total success of the dinner
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Now that the clock has been advanced an hour and summer
(ime has commenced, our preparations for a hot summer and a
pusy time are well in 'Im.n(l.' I'he influx of visitors to l)v’w‘»]n%
heauty spot are increasing daily and the p!w‘nnv_n:ulo and beac 1es
on a line day are fairly thickly populated. .l he ice <:rcznn-w:n(l(nf
and photographers, etc., are also busy, W]I‘]‘('ll assists to complete
summer is with us.

the seaside picture of “
he country lanes are another scene of ])ivlun-:s'qm-' beauty at
this time of the year, which is another feature of Paignton and
district.  To see the hedges with their clusters of |>r1mr()scs.:1n(l
violets and the bursting of the green buds upon the trees, the fields
of rich red soil, where the land has been ploughed by the busy
farmers, in the background is most surely a beautiful sight. .l‘(‘V\;
people are met on the pretty winding roads in the ll("lglll)()lllln)()(
without a bunch of wild flowers to decorate someone’s table.

Our congratulations are extended to Mr. and Mrs. WWe s e
Vallance of The Dartmouth Inn, Newton Abbot, to whom has been
born their second daughter. Great men and women have been
born on April 1st. Don’t be discouraged.
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(RN GRS [N
A fishy old fisher named Fischer
Fished fish from the edge of a fissure ;
A fish with a grin
Pulled the fisherman in,
Now they are fishing the fissure for Fischer.

* * * *

Movie DIRECTOR : * Now, here is where you jump off the cliff.”

NERVOUS ACTOR : *“ Yeah, but suppose I get injured or killed ? "

Movie DIRECTOR : “ Oh, that’s all right. It’s the last scene
in the picture.”

SOLUTION TO LAST MONTH’S CROSS WORD PUZZLE,
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