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1881.

Warrant Officers and Sergeants of the 66th.
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BRANCHES.
PORTSMOUTH.
NEW COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF PORTSMOUTH.

Admiral Sir Roger John Brownlow Keyes, Bt., K.C.B.,
OOk, (ENEE, TBESO), ILIE B, IBUE L, @bty @it (5 Glnal, o5
Monday, April 2gth, on hoisting his flag in the battle cruiser Renown
saluted the flag of his predecessor, Admiral Sir Osmond de Beauvoir
Brock, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., who later returned the salute
from the same battery. Sir Osmond’s flag was hauled down in
H.M.S. Victory at sunset and Sir Roger’s flag was transferred to
the port flagship the next morning. Admiral Brock issued a
farewell order wishing the officers and men in the Portsmouth
Command good-bye and good luck. In November, 1921, Sir Roger
succeeded Sir Osmond as Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff and in
June, 1925, he followed him as Commander-in-Chief of the
Mediterranean Fleet, which post he relinquished in June last.
Altogether this is the third occasion on which Sir Roger Keyes has
followed Admiral Brock in an appointment. Sir Roger at the
commencement of the War was Commodore of Submarines at
Portsmouth and commanded these craft in action at Heligoland
and in the Cuxhaven raid. As Chief of Staff at the Dardanelles he
exhibited great energy and resource and received the C.M.G. In
April, 1917, he was promoted Rear Admiral and while in command
of H.M.S. Centurion in the Grand Fleet he was made Director of
Plans at the Admiralty and in January, 1918, took over Command
of the Dover Patrol. In the War Honours List he was created a
baronet and awarded a grant of £10,000. Since the end of the
War he has been in command of the Battle Cruiser Squadron
Atlantic Fleet. Admiral Brock hauls down his flag after -the
customary three years in command of the Port, having succeeded
Admiral Sir Sydney Freemantle in April, 1926. He commanded
the Princess Royal in the action off Heligoland Bight in August,
1014. He became Rear Admiral commanding 1st Battle Cruiser
Squadron in March, 1915, and was transferred to the Iron Duke
as Chief of Staff to the C. in C. Grand Fleet in November, 1916.
For services in the Dogger Bank action he received the C.B. and
C.M.G. for the battle of Jutland, being mentioned in despatches.

ENJOYABLE REUNION MARKS THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SEASON
AT THE WAVERLEY BOWLING CLUB.

The Southsea Waverldy Club Bowling Green, which was looking
very fit and playable, was formally opened for the 1929 season by
the President, Major B. Isaacs, on Wednesday afternoon, May 1st,
in the presence of a large number of members, players and non-
players. At 2.30 p.m. precisely, the Club’s flag was unfurled and




510 Tue Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

the President in an interesting speech welcomed old and new
members and wished them a happy and successful season on the
green. He paid a fitting tribute to Mr. J. H. Slater who had
undertaken to keep a keen eye on the green. His untiring work
in connection with its upkeep and preservation during the past
winter was also warmly eulogised.

A six-rink match was played between the President’s and
Vice-President’s teams with the result that the first-named team
scored g2 points against 107 by the latter—a victory for the Vice-
President’s rinks by 15 points.

At 5.30 p.m. the President entertained about go of the members
to a high tea in the Club Room and at its conclusion the result of
the match was announced by the President, who complimented
the Vice-President on the success of his team. In replying, Mr.
J. Morey referred to the President’s interest in the Club’s welfare
and asked all present to give him their support during his year of
office.

The health of the President was proposed by Mr. Frank
Weston who thanked him on behalf of the members for his
hospitality at the tea table. The Captain, Mr. W. H. Johnson,
seconded the vote of thanks and urged the members to practise
assiduously and so give keen games to friend and foe alike and
keep the Club’s bowling fame to the fore.

After passing the resolution with acclamation the President
in response hoped the Club would be even more successful in their
matches than heretofore.

ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT, MEMORIAL SERVICE AT CHICHESTER
CATHEDRAL.

On St. George's Day, the Royal Sussex Regiment held their
annual memorial service in Chichester Cathedral, and as in previous
years it was carried out with impressive ceremonial. Under the
command of Major C. J. B. E. Massy, M.C., and headed by the
band and drums of the 1st Battalion from Bordon, a big detachment
of troops marched from the Depot to the Cathedral where they
swelled an already considerable congregation. Amongst Officers
present were Hon. Brig.-Gen. W. L. Osborn, C.B., CM.G., D.S.0.
(Hon. Colonel of the Regiment), Lieut.-Col. Charman, D.S.O.
(C.O. of the 1st Battalion), Major Wigley, Lt.-Col. Warren (C.O.
of the 4th Battalion) and Colonel Inkson, V.C., D.S.O0. Before
the service started, the band was established near the pulpit and
rendered several voluntaries, afterwards accompanying the singing.
Brig.-Gen. Osborn read the lesson and Bishop Southwell gave a
typically inspiring address. The hymn “ O Valiant Hearts ' was
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sung during which there was a procession of clergy and military to
the Regimental Memorial Chapel of St. George's. Here a brief
ceremonial took place and the procession returned, while Kipling’s
“ Recessional : God of our Fathers” was rendered. The Dean
pronounced the blessing ; the National Anthem closing the service ;
and as the congregation was leaving the band played the “ March
Pontificale "’ (Gounod).

THE ENGLISH CUP FINAL,
“Pompey " put up a great battle with Bolton at Wembley
and have the consolation of knowing that, although on the losing
side, they participated in one of the best Finals, from a purely
football point of view, witnessed since the War. The first half of
the game was all in favour of ““ Pompey " and with a little luck
they would have held a lead at the interval. They were unlncky
to lose Bell, their left back, in the latter part of the game. He
had been playing fine football until he was injured and the first
goal for Bolton came when *“ Pompey " had re-arranged their team,
There was, however, no doubt that Bolton were the better team
at the end and deserved their victory. So once again the Cup has
been won by a northern Club. * Pompey’s " supporters feel sure
that the team will make a bold effort to go one better next season,
and the Club’s Directors are *“ all out "’ to strengthen the side.

The Waverley Bowling Club. Opening of the season.
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“ COMMERCIALS.”

concerned).

Who are these with anxious faces,
Seen in towns and busy places,
Journeying with weary faces
Carrying attache cases ?

Some are short and some are tall,
Some have large bags, others small,
Some are dressed in style, ye Gods,

While some are down at heel, poor yobs.

But they all have anxious faces,
As they walk with weary paces,
In the towns and busy places,
Carrying attache cases.

Watch them and you’ll see them stopping,

Into shops they keep on flopping,
Then before your eyes can flicker
Popping out again much quicker.

What, pray tell us is their mission,
That they go with such precision,

Who are these poor hapless guys ?
Listen and I'll put you wise.

These, let me inform you Sirs,
Are commercial travellers,

And their mission, it transpires,
[s pursuing men called ““ Buyers,’
Who although not blind at all,
Cannot see them when they call.

)

So they walk with anxious faces,
In the towns and busy places,

But pity not their lot my brothers,
Their reward is not others,

When is ended their life’s mission,
They won’t go down to perdition,
That’s a fate reserved for Liars,
Thieves, Sales Managers and Buyers.
No, their path on earth was rough,
They were punished quite enough
When they walked with anxious faces
In the towns and busy places,
Journeying with weary faces,
Carrying their attache cases.

with apologies to ql]
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EPILOGUE,

When these poor benighted mortals,
Knock at the celestial portals,

Show their cards and tell their story
Ope” will fly the gates of glory.

They have wiped out their transgression,
And they'll have a grand Procession,
Led by Angels playing lyres,

And last of all the thousand Buyers,
All by forcible persuasion

Brought from “ H ”* for that occasion,
To march behind them several paces
Carrying attache cases.

BRIGHTON.

The cricket season has again come round, and the Sussex
team seem full of promise, having made a capital show in their
opening match, against Gloucestershire, when Hammond was got
out for a duck in his first innings and stumped for eight in the
second. Bowley and Parks made a record first wicket stand in
the same match.

On Saturday, May 4th, the new cruiser H.M.S. Sussex, which
had recently been commissioned, paid a visit to Brighton, anchoring
as near the shore as was safe for such a large vessel. The visit
was out of compliment to the Sussex people, who had subscribed
to give the ship a solid silver bell and other silver plate.

Whitsuntide is upon us, and making us busy, after which we
presume business will be unsettled with the General Election
pending, and we are anxiously waiting to see how the ladies record
their vote. By the way, besides being the largest constituency in
Great Britain, there are more lady voters per cent. of the electorate
in Brighton than any other town. Is this any inducement for
male readers to come to Brighton ?

The members of the Sergeants Mess of the 8th Field Brigade,
R.A., gave the last of their winter series of Whist Drives and Dances
at Preston Barracks, on May 7th, to which events invitations are
generously sent for members of our staff. On this and previous
dates some have been able to attend, and on the latter occasion a
really enjoyable time was spent. B.S.M. Wescombe made an
able M.C." During the dancing, Lieut.-Col. Pawson, who is leaving
the Brigade, and other officers, came to join the happy throng.
Lieut.-Col. C. E. B. Bartley-Denniss, D.S.0., is shortly taking over
command. He comes from .the 23rd Indian Mounted Brigade,
R.A.
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Early in June, Prince George is coming down to open the new
/\(|ll;u'i1ui1, and also visit the Sussex /\grlcultuml Show \V-]H(‘ll 1S
being held in Preston Park. The latter is always a popular event,
so if readers who are taking an early holiday want somewhere to
go, we can recommend a visit to Brighton just then.

We are very pleased, and grateful, that Mr. Eric is about again,
and sincerely In\pv that the rest cure he is shortly undergoing will
give him back his old vitality and good health.

WOOLWICH.

The old saying, ‘“ March Winds, April Showers, etc.,” has, like
most other things, got out of date, as during the past week or so
we have experienced March, April and May weather all at once.
Naturally, the seasons being so unsvttl«'(l‘,’ trade has sullvr('(l' in
consequence ; however, we hope “when " the summer session
decides to commence, trade will brighten up accordingly.

The Woolwich Branch of the British Legion held a Grand
Fete and Carnival on Woolwich Common during the week com
mencing April 20th and ending April 27th. All the usual Fair
attractions and side shows were to be seen, and from what we

gather all who visited the Common had a happy time. We,
through our friend, Mr. W. O. Glenn, supplied what no doubt
appealed to a great number of visitors as the best entertainment
The Bar—where the wvarious “ Hop Leaf Brands were
obtainable.

Admiral Earl Jellicoe was present at the opening of the Fete
and Carnival, and many distinguished people visited the Common
during the week.

The Cadets from the Royal Military Academy were given
permission to visit the Fair and things did certainly hum when
they got going.

As intimated in our last write-up, we have now |)|:Lyv~(ll our
return games with the members of the N.C.O.’s .Vl}-ss, Military
Police, also the members of the Woolwich Invicta Club, ~:m(l we
regret we cannot report anything very startling regarding our
performances. Against the Police our form was well below par
and in consequence they beat us rather casily. However, against
the Club members we showed improved form, and after an in
teresting evening the games resulted in a draw.

We have omitted to give you the scores as they would take up
a considerable amount of space, and. another thing figures are
little too illuminating.

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

The outcome of our series of games with the Military Police
was a special billiards match of 500 up being arranged between
Garrison Sergeant Major E. W. Cook and Mr. Bowyer.  Mr. Bowyer,
we are happy to say, finished on top by a “short head,” after a
very exciting and close game,

Football has once again had to give way to our Summer sports,
but we here can look back on the past season with great satisfaction,
as our local team (Charlton Athletic) have obtained promotion to
Football League Division II., and next season will entertain old
rivals in Millwall, Reading, etc.

Enthusiasm reached its height on Saturday, May 4th, when it
was learned that Charlton had beaten Walsall and so made
promotion certain. The members of the team were given a great
reception on their return from Walsall, and were taken to the
Woolwich Town Hall where a Supporters Dance was being held,
and so concluded a very successful season.

SLOUGH.

With the advent of Summer Time, came the close of the indoor
games season and the final event of the Slough & District Clubs
Games League, the presenting of the trophies. This took place
on Friday, April 1gth, in the Gladstone Hall at Windsor. where the
arrangements were carried out by the League committee in
conjunction with the committee of the Windsor Liberal Club.
The concert, staged by Jimmy Purret, an old favourite in the
district, was enjoyed by a large audience. During the evening the
Simonds’ Cup was presented to the winning team, The Slough
Working Men’s Club, by Mr. J. D. Carter, on behalf of the Firm.
This is the sixth year that the Slough club has won the Cup, wresting
it this time from the Eton Ex-Service Men’s Club by a narrow
margin of points. The team also created a record for the tourna-
ment, by winning every match during the season. We offer them
our congratulations, at the same time hoping that their opponents
will get into training and give them a good fight next season.

The winning of the cup was celebrated by the Working Men’s
Club in their own Hall at Slough on Friday, May 3rd, when an
excellent supper was provided by the Club’s popular steward, Mr.
J. Rodgman. The tables were tastefully decorated by a number
of the members’ wives, who also attended the assembly which sat
down to enjoy the repast. Here again, Jimmy Purret was called
upon to provide the concert, which he did with his usual success.
The participants in the league games were presented by the chairman
with medals, as an appreciation of their efforts. Two members
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were also honoured by the president of the Windsor & District
Billiards League. They were Mr. J. Bowen and Mr. G. Box who
received medals as the individual champions of the district.

song ? How they herald the approach of dawn ! Soon after four
o'clock each morning, a thrush, which makes its abode near my
house, rouses the feathered world with its call to *“ wake up, wake

With all His Majesty’s subjects we rejoice in his recovery from up,” and gradually the other birds in the trees and hedgerows
his so serious illness. To-day Windsor is en fete, the inhabitants respond, and in a few minutes a mighty choir is formed. One Cal‘l
are lining the streets, they are welcoming their King to the Royal hear the trill of the thrush, and the rich notes of the blackbird :
Borough, where it is hoped his convalescence, assisted by the sea truly the soprano and the contralto of the feathered world. As
air at Bognor, will be completed by the congenial atmosphere of the light strengthens the birds gradually disperse in search of food
the Castle surroundings. and all is comparatively quiet again. | )

oo

==

S ~ And how the birds will respond to a little kindly treatment.
WOKING lor over two years a song thrush has been a daily visitor to my

‘ house, and will even come indoors for the few tasty morsels which

NATURE NOTES. are specially saved for it from the breakfast table. During the
Winter months I have often watched this bird come from a distance

=

T

At this season of the year it can be said with a measure of
truth that one can almost see things grow. At the time of writing,
although in the middle of May we are experiencing those ““ April
showers,”’ for which all amateur gardeners—and I am one of that
fraternity—have been waiting so long. And now that we have
the rain, we are wondering if we shall escape those dreaded late
frosts which play such havoc with the fruit trees, and shatter our
hopes for a rich harvest.

[t is not only the elements that cause us some disquietude,
but we have to take into account those creatures which we commonly
refer to as garden pests. In this respect I had a somewhat extra-
ordinary experience last year. [ had been much perturbed to find
that morning after morning some garden peas that I had tended
with much care, and which were just peeping through the ground,
were receiving the unwelcome attentions of a visitor. I suspected
field mice, and by setting break-back traps was successful in
catching quite a number. [ continued however for some time to
set these traps, but was perplexed to find that each morning the
traps had been sprung, and the whole of the bait had vanished.
Who or what was the perpetrator ? I was determined to find out.
One night before retiring to bed I went out armed with an electric
torch, and there, beside the mouse trap, I discovered the miscreant.
[ had been setting a mouse trap to catch a hedgehog !

And now to turn to another aspect of the garden, and that is
the wonderful variety of bird life here, Thrushes, blackbirds,
great-tits, blue-tits, chaffinches, bullfinches, wrens and robins
all abound, but do not interpret this as meaning that I am placing
the birds under the heading of garden pests. One has only to
study the amount of insect life these birds consume daily to realisc
the valuable work which they perform ; they are indeed a great
factor in restoring the balance of nature. And what of their joyous

on hearing the clink of the plate.

This is the nesting season, and it brings to my mind certain
peculiarities of the feathered world which I experienced last year.
A missel-thrush built in one of my fruit trees, and although it
had four young ones, the mother bird gradually discarded them
by turning them out of the nest one by one, long before they were
ready to fly, until it came to the last one, and on which the mother
seemed to concentrate her whole attention. Thinking I was doing
a kindly action I picked up one of the unfortunate ones, and
attempted to put it back into the nest, when the mother bird came
hissing at me in the manner peculiar to these birds, and I had
almost to beat it off. Within a couple of minutes the unwanted
youngster was on the ground again and soon died ; the mother
appearing to be quite indifferent to its fate. I watched a similar
occurrence the previous year.

I was speaking to a friend of mine at Horsell just afterwards,
and related the incident, and he told me the following story. A
song thrush had a nest with four young ones within a few feet of
his back door. His wife, with the best of intentions, attempted
one day to feed the young birds with a few soaked crumbs, The
mother bird came quickly on the scene, and was furious to find
her young ones being fed in this manner, and showed her disapproval
i no uncertain manner. The good lady of the house thought it
prudent to retire from the spot, but was surprised to find that the
bird followed her indoors with open mouth, apparently indicating
to her that she was never again to attempt such a thing.

A.B.

It is with considerable regret—though with a consciousness
that his sufferings are now over—that we record the death of Mr.
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Herbert Sydney Bannister, which occurred on Friday, May 17th,
after a long and painful illness. He joined the Woking outdoor
staff some fourteen years since, and was employed in the delivery
department, first with a horse-drawn vehicle, and later with a
Foden steam wagon. During the War he joined the Queen’s
Royal Regiment (West Surrey) and served with his unit in France
for some time.

Dark of complexion, accentuated at times by the fact that he
was employed with the steam wagon, he was affectionately known
among his fellow employees, and to a large number of our customers,
as ‘“ Darkie.” Quiet and conscientious, he always sought to be of
service, and the many kindly enquiries received from customers
during his illness were an eloquent testimony to his popularity.
In truth it could be said that he never grumbled or complained.

The funeral took place at Brookwood on Wednesday, May
22nd, and his memory will long be cherished by a wide circle of
friends including his colleagues at Woking Branch.

The late Mr. H. S. Bannister.
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WOKINGHAM.
INTERESTING FOOTBALL MATCH.

A most enjoyable evening was spent on the Wokingham
Town Football Ground on Wednesday, April 24th. A football
match was arranged between the Crispin Inn (Crisponians) and
The Victoria Arms (Victorians), the proceeds, which amounted to
£7 13s. 1d., to go in aid of the local clinic.

A really good game was witnessed, play being clever, very
fast, and full of interest right through. This was all the more
creditable considering both teams were scratch elevens.

A very fair result was a draw : Victorians (Case 1, Bass 1), 2 ;
Crisponians (T. Smith 2), 2.

OXFORD.

May we state briefly, but sincerely, that the sympathy of all
at Oxford Stores goes out to both the bereaved and those who
sustained such terrible injuries in the recent motor-coach accident.
We hope that the latter are all now on the road to recovery.

We extend our hearty congratulations and best wishes to
Mr. L. C. White, the latest member of our Staff to join the Benedicts.

To commemorate the occasion, Mr. White was presented with
an eight-day timepiece by his colleagues at Oxford. We wish both
Mrs. White and himself all happiness.

Oxford is all agog with excitement at the moment, as the
glorious weather we are now enjoying gives promise of a successful
“ Eights Week.”” When the weather is fine for this—one of the red
letter weeks of the academic year, both from the point of view of
the ““ wet bobs ”’ and also from the social standpoint—trade gets
the necessary fillip. The boatmen are busy ; punts, canoes and
every other variety of pleasure craft will be put to their full use
and will be loaded to capacity by the sisters, aunts, cousins, etc.,
who have come up to beautiful old Oxford to see their particular
nephew, cousin or brother (as the case may be) row his hardest
for his college in the eight-oared bumping races, which are known
to all and sundry as ‘‘ The Eights.”

Then of course if the weather is fine, what a marvellous display
of summer frocks and of the latest examples of the millinery art ;
also good for trade.

Then again, if the weather is fine and warm all these enthusiastic
Eights Week visitors will get thirsty—uverb. sap.
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Also think of the bump suppers and parties that are part and
parcel of this gala week and say quietly to yourselves along with
the rest of the revellers—‘ More S.B. I'| ”

0

Familiarity breeds contempt,” runs the saw, and naturally
enough ““ Eights Week " does not inspire so much enthusiasm in
us mere natives, who have known many such a week, and now the
"Varsity can have it all to themselves for all we care, we've seen it
all so many times before. But even those of us who are not getting
excited in anticipation of rushing down to the tow-path each
evening from next Thursday onwards to see the races, even we
have something to occupy our minds. Isn’t there to be a General
Election soon ? This gives many of us plenty to talk about.

[NEITIR0E,

By the time that the June number of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE
is in the hands of subscribers, Hythe and Reading will be treading
different paths, and it is with feelings of deep regret that we all feel
the parting of the ways has come. Some of us have thought
for some time that a closer working arrangement with some of our
competitors would come about, but that Reading would part with
Mackeson & Co. none of us thought of for a moment.

Mackeson & Co. have belonged to and been controlled by
Messrs. H. & G. Simonds for the matter of some nine years, and,
as far as the employees are concerned, it has been a very happy
association, and the majority of us are very sorry that the change
has come. No doubt there are very excellent business reasons for
the handing over of this Firm to another more nearly situated ; in
any case it should lead to more economical working as the houses
of Messrs. Jude, Hanbury & Co. and ourselves all lie within the
same district.

[t is the day of amalgamations and the formation of combines
in every kind of industry, as it is only by avoiding duplication and
the cutting out of senseless competition that we can hold our own
and compete with the foreigner in open markets.

To everyone whom we have met and to all those who have not
been fortunate enough to visit this charming little village by the
sea, situated in the prettiest corner of England’s Garden County,
we should like to take this opportunity of saying *“ Bon Voyage ” ;
may their journey with the parent ship continue smooth and
unruffled. If at any time anyone should find themselves stranded
in these parts we trust they will look some of us up, we can promise
them a cordial welcome.
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We see that the cricket season has started off well at Reading
and we must congratulate Mr. Wadhams on being one up. May
he keep the average up for many years to come.

It has been a very pleasant task writing the monthly notes
for the GAzeETTE and no one regrets the change more than the
writer as these will be the last, we suppose, that will appear from
Hythe. If we have pulled anybody’s leg we trust we are forgiven,
there will be no more leg-pulling through the medium of TugE Hop
LEAF GAZETTE ; all at Hythe may now rest in peace.

Before we lay down our pen and write ““ Finis "’ we should
like to say how pleased we are to hear such excellent reports of
Mr. Eric, and we trust he will go on improving and soon be quite
restored to health.

GOOD-BYE AND GOOD LUCK.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

We are now able to express our pleasure in the knowledge
that Mr. I. A. Simonds is well enough in health, and active enough
in body, to be in the firing line again.

We echo the hope that ere long he will have entirely recovered
from his recent serious indisposition, and once more enjoy tll:{l
measure of physical fitness which is not only so essential for his
own personal happiness and well-being, but is also so vital to such
as he who have so many arduous duties to perform. All ranks
at the Tamar Brewery hope that the trying time he has had of
late is the end of the chapter, and that the pages to come contain
nothing but ““ good health (y)” reading for him.

We extend our deepest sympathy to all those who were
involved in that terrible motor coach disaster near Knowl Hill on
April 27th, a disaster that we know cast a gloom over the whole
of Reading, and most particularly at The Brewery, from whence
the trip was arranged, and where Mr. Alfred Green, Mr. Morris and
Mr. Wm. Herbert, who lost their lives in the accident, were
employed.

Such an ending to a long anticipated and an enjoyed outing
1s, we are thankful to say, an extremely rare occurrence, and we
more fortunate ones trust that those who have suffered so tvrril?ly
will have the strength and courage to win through to health again.
The knowledge that all England feels for them in thc.ir SOITOW
to-day must at least help to salve their wounds, which time alone
can heal.
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We are now in the midst of the out-of-door season of the year
and an almost daily sequence of Military Sports, Agricultural and
Horse Shows, etc., keeps us active but still able to manage a few
more orders if fortunate enough to get them. The spell of sunshine,
which was so late in its arrival that even we in the Western Area
had begun to think the Clerk of the Weather had gone to sleep,
or had forgotten to tear a few months from his office almanac,
has helped us in many more places as well, and we look ahead,
Micawber-like, hoping that the Summer of 1929 will make up in
many ways for the wretched months which preceded it.

Talking about sports, the st Bn. Wiltshire Regiment and the
2nd Bn. Devonshire Regiment each had their sports meetings
during the first half of the month, and with their usual liberality
gave all their guests a right royal time. The catering was of the
best, the “ S.B.”” was divine, and the events were thrilling ! On
a fine afternoon what more could man desire ?

Also, on Whit-Monday, in ideal weather, we looked after the
requirements of the many who attended the 20th Annual St.
Budeaux Horse Show, and the citizens and country-folk were not
backward in calling for “ More ‘S.B."” Our floating banners
could not be missed, and the continuous ‘‘ long, long, trail " to
and from the marquees paid a by no means silent compliment to
the cooling beverages to be obtained therein.

Other functions in the future for which we are favoured are :—
The Yealmpton Agricultural Show,
The Kingsbridge Agricultural Show,
The Plympton Agricultural Show,
The Plymouth Races,
not to mention many others which annually come along and
for which we have the privilege of catering.

Our Social Club this summer are ambitious enough to enter
upon a programme of cricket and tennis matches. Whether these
will take place at the Whitsands on a duly appointed Sunday we
know not at the time of writing, but doubtless several of those
all-rounders who have been ‘“ getting their eye in ”’ lately at that
weekly rendezvous, will be only too ready to show us how it should
be done. : 3

No doubt challenges will now be coming along,

The billiards season came to an end last month, and its close
found our “ Athletes " in an undignified position at the foot of
Division I. 1In this particular case, relegation is no bogey, and
perhaps in a Division where the cream of local talent is not met,
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we shall be more at our ease. Players who annually enter for the
Amateur Billiards Championship are not in our class (they wouldn’t
wish to be perhaps) and the only pleasure we find, is in watching
them perform.

During the last few weeks, the interior of the Club premises
has been *“ done up " in preparation for a more extensive programme
Jater on, when Clubs come into their own.

Messrs. W. Bradfield and F. R. Oxenham have put in many
hours hard work, and their labours have made a wonderful difference
to the appearance of the premises. It is now up to all Tamarites
to show their appreciation of such efforts made on their behalf,
and we look forward with expectation to the future.

We hope to give the names of the fortunate winners of the
Cue and Case, Bottle of Whisky, etc., 200-up Billiards Tournament
in our next contribution to the GAzeTTE. Early holiday arrange-
ments and sickness have rather played havoc with the evolution
of this competition, but with the cueists concerned now back in
harness again, we hope to finish it off and fix up our usual Summer
handicap to help things along.

In keen expectation of a roaring time to come, and conjuring
up visions, in early June, of many thirsty souls and mellow spirits
gathering together with uplifted glasses, toasting themselves, and
the wictors, in cooling draughts of “S.B.” and “ L.P.A.” .and
knowing by experience the feelings engendered thereby, we, on
the Tamar, in common with our comrades on the Kennet, Thames,
Avon and elsewhere, close our. pages and await the call.

DIDCOT.

On Thursday, April 25th, a very interesting triangular contest
took place at The White Hart, The Marlborough Club being our
guests for the occasion. The match consisted of the following
games : darts, dominoes and crib. The White Hart won handsomely
at darts by the margin of 11 games to 3 and was also successful at
dominoes by 6 games to 4. The Marlborough Club had the
consolation of defeating us at crib, 8 games to 3. I heard one of
the White Hart players mention that revenge is sweet. I guess
that gentleman got a whacking when he visited the Club. Everyone
seems to have spent a very enjoyable evening and we hope to have
other and more matches in the near future. I must propose a,
vote of thanks to the Host and Hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Dunsdon
also to Mr. Hugh Clargo who so very ably performed at the piano.

“ Longun.”
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LUDGERSHALL.

At the invitation of R.S.M. Likeman, 2nd Light Brigade, R.A.,
Bulford, a team visited the Mess to play them a series of games of
billiards. The scores are given below from which you will note
that we were defeated by a matter of 30 points.

We now stand one game each and at some future date we
hope to have an opportunity of playing the rubber,

el (SONC S L S/Mess, R.A.

H. Nuttall 111 v. B.S.Maj. Stevens 150

I. L. Shrimpton ... 148 v. R.SM. Likeman 150

s Lazzari. 87 w. Q.M.S. Baverstock 150

T. Flemington 150 v. Sgt. Pearce 90

. Hockings 100 v. Sgt. Cordy 86

596 626
On April 19th at the invitation of R.S.M. Eggleton, we visited
the Sergeants’ Mess of the Queens Bays and succeeded in winning
by a matter of 43 points. We take the opportunity of con-
gratulating R.S.M. Eggleton on being -appointed Regimental
Sergeant Major of the Queen’s Bays to succeed our old friend
R.S5.M. Charles Hills. We are greatly indebted to R.S.M. Eggleton
and the members of the Mess for a very jolly evening and we trust
it is only a fore-runner of many more pleasant evenings.
The Bays. PR SR @I ST {0
S.S.M. Tenant 82 w. T. Flemington ... 100
Sgt. Broadhurst ... qrssy i Cazzar 100
R.S.M. Eggleton ... 100 wv. F. L. Shrimpton 90
Sgt. Godbold 100 w. H, Nuttall 98
Sgt. Dolby zoon i EHockings ... 78

423 466

The camping season is now in full swing. We have once more
been selected to supply the beers to the Gun Practice Camps at
Larkhill and Tilshead.

In addition, Windmill Hill Camp is occupied by the 55th
Wessex Field Bde. R.A., and the North Somerset Yeomanry,

The Honourable Artillery Company are also under canvas at
Larkhill. In all these camps our beers are on sale.

In the course of a few days the 42nd (East Lancs.) Division
will also be under canvas at Windmill Hill, Tidworth Pennings,
Tidworth Park and Bulford Fields. It is to be hoped that after
the long spell of dreary weather experienced on Salisbury Plain the
weather will improve for these camps, but at the present time we
are sorry to say the outlook is far from promising.

The members of the Ludgershall Staff tender their sincere
sympathy to the relatives of the victims of the deplorable char-a
banc accident in which members of the Reading Staff were involved

Bradley & Son. Ltd., The Crown Press, Caxton Street, Reading.
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