






































Tue Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

LEAGUE’'S REMARKABLE GROWTH.

The toast of ““ The League ' was proposed by Mr. J. B. Holtom
(President of Caversham Social Club), who briefly reviewed the
growth of the League since its inauguration in 1919. In that yvear
the membership was one of nine clubs, whereas at the present
moment twenty-three clubs competed in the three divisions. They
could not help noting that wonderful progress with any but the
keenest satisfaction, and expressed their gratitude to the stalwarts
who had made that progress possible. Amongst such men were
Mr. A. J. Foster, Mr. C. B. Major and Mr. G. E. Boddington, all
of whom had rendered good service to the League, and had done
all that lay within their power to encourage clubs to compete in
the League. The increase in membership was in itself sufficient
evidence of the pleasure the members of the clubs derived from
being associated with an organisation which catered so well for
the players of what ranked as one of the finest indoor games they
could play.

Mr. A. J. Foster, responding, congratulated the winners of the
various divisions, and in doing so recalled that at one time he
captained the billiards team of the Salisbury Club, which this
year had won the premier division. The narrow margin between
winners and runners-up showed how well the handicappers had
done their job, and thanks were due to them. The past scason
had been a very successful one, and everything pointed to an
improvement in the standard of play all round. "l‘hcrv were 33
teams, representing 23 clubs, in the League, 300 registered players,
and 3,060 games played, involving a total of 389,168 points. I'he
League had done much to popularise billiards in Reading ;|4n<|
district, and to engender a spirit of sportsmanship in those playing
the game. One of the cardinal objects of the League was to
encourage a sportsmanlike spirit amongst members of all clubs
the sportsmanship which taught a man how to take defeat, and,
perhaps more difficult still, to take victory like a sportsmar
Since the starting of the Royal Berkshire Hospital Sportsmens
Handicap the League had raised some £300 for the hospital—an
achievement in which they could justifiably take a pride. Mr.
Foster closed with an expression of sympathy with Alderman
Sarjeant, a vice-president of the League, in his illness.

AN EXCELLENT PRESIDENT.

Mr. H. G. Hawkins, in proposing the health of the President,
said the League was fortunate to have such a generous and (‘:ilh’ll’l}‘
leader as Mr. Simonds. He was a large-hearted man, and by hl“
own example set an example of self-sacrifice in promoting lh(v
cause he had at heart. Mr. Simonds was an ideal president-the)
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would find it difficult to find his equal and quite impossible to find
a better president. (Applause.)

Acknowledging the toast, which had been accorded musical
honours, Mr. Simonds said he did appreciate the honour the League
afforded him by still keeping him as their President. He was
intimately connected with many phases of club life, and was proud
to be associated with an organisation which brought so many club
members in contact with each other in the playing of a great game.
Mr. Simonds confessed himself a great believer in club life and the
part it could play in brightening the lives of those who could meet
together for a chat in the congenial surroundings of their clubs.

The toast of “ The Prizewinners "’ was honoured, on the call
of Mr. G. E. Thomas, who congratulated the winning clubs while
commiserating with those who had not been successful.

The captains of the winning teams made suitable response.

The company were entertained by the following artistes :
Mr. P. Woolliams, Mr. F. Galbraith, Mr. S. Hinton, and Mr.
H. Goatley (at the piano).

THE WINNING TEAMS.
The President presented trophies to the following teams :
Division I (“H. & G. Simonds’ " Silver Cup).—Salisbury
Club : Messrs. E. C. Walker, T. A. Smith, D. J. Floyd, L. Jennings,

G. E. Boddington, H. J. Holmes and D. Oliver. Runners-up :
Pangbourne Constitutional Club.

Division I, Section “ A " (** Josling " Silver Cup).—Caversham
Social Club : Messrs. C. V. Day, E. A. Goodson, W. Prince, J. Hall,
W. Johnston, F. W. Robinson and W. Fenton. Runners-up :
Salisbury Club.

Division II, Section “ B (*“ Winch’s "’ Silver Cup).—Woking-
ham Club : Messrs. W. W. Stewart, P. Tanner, A. Nelms, W. Cox,
IF.'S. Perkins, E. J. Ward and R. Bunce. Runners-up : Tramways
Social Club.

Royal Berkshire Hospital Sportsmen’s Fund Handicap.
I, Mr. E. J. Cook (Trades Union Club) ; 2, Mr. E. G. Wilder (Reading
lerritorial Club) ; 3 (equal), Mr. T. A. Smith (Salisbury Club) and
Mr. G. W. Winter (Pangbourne Constitutional Club); 4 (equal),
Mr. H. Askew (Caversham Constitutional Club), Mr. E. Hall
(Caversham Constitutional Club), Mr. Frederick (Trades Union
Club) and Mr. J. Harper (Pangbourne Constitutional Club).

Highest Break Prizes.—Division I : Mr. C. C. Cox (Pangbourne),
90.  Division IT : Mr. E. G. Wilder (Reading Territorial), 60.
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EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES.
NEED FOR CO-OPERATION IN INDUSTRY.
THE BURDEN OF TAXATION.

During the comparatively short period of its existence the
local Federation of the League of Industry, a non-party organisation,
with Sir William Morris at its head, has obtained 1,000 members,
Meetings have been held at a number of business houses and groups
and branches formed. Recently Captain J. H. Blaksley, M.C,,
the area organiser for the South of England, addressed a largely
attended mu'tm" of employees of Messrs. H. & G. \lmnn(ls [td.,
in the Firm's Social Club.

Commander H. D. Simonds, R.N., who has taken a keen
interest in the League since its formation in Reading a few months
ago, presided. The League of Industry, he said, was a non-political
organisation which needed a solid body of public opinion repre
sentative of not one particular political point of view or section,
but composed of the whole personnel of the industry from the
managing director to the last bottle-boy. It was recognised, he

added, that the prosperity of industry depended upon the c
operation of each one of them.

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES.

Captain Blaksley said the object of the League was to bring
employers and (lnl)]m\((\ of all sections of industry together and
to make the voice of British industry felt in the councils of the
nations, It was one thing to have an industrial policy conducted
by politicians, but it was another thing to have the voice adequately
represented of those people who were actually doing the job. [t
was up to those engaged in industry, whether he be the managing
director or the last joined bottle-boy, to be organised to make their
voices felt. The programme of the League was: Firstly, unit)
and co-operation between employers and employees in all sections
of industry ; secondly, dealing- with the ]nnl)luns of industry,
from the standpoint of industry, as they arose. The problem ol the
day, explained the speaker, diverging for a moment, was that ol
tariffs. With regard to tariffs the League said : ““ Let us keep out
those goods which we can make perfectly well and cheaply here at
home. The things we cannot make cheaply here for reason “'
climate shall come into this country free from a protective tarifl.
The third point in the League's programme was development ol
trade within the British Empire.
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THE PRESENT OUTLOOK.

The outlook on the Continent at the present time was black,
black for many reasons, he added. Confidence had been destroyed ;
America and France for reasons best known to themselves were
hoarding masses of gold, which had upset the basis of the world’s
monetary system. One-third of the income of their country went
in taxation. This, he declared, could not continue. They had to
see that the finances of the country were conducted on a sound
and equitable footing. Somehow or another they had to relieve
industry of that crushing burden, which made it almost impossible
for British industry to compete on equal terms with other countries
in the markets of the world. It was wrong that there should be
two to three millions out of work, numbers on short time and
countless numbers not knowing from hour to hour how long their
job would last. As a nation they had been buying more than they
had been selling and spending more than they had been earning.
Politicians of all parties had let industry down.

OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN EMPIRE.

The prosperity of industry was the very life-blood of England.
He believed that when the history of the present generation was
written the event of outstanding significance to be recorded would
be the rallying together of the English people during the past six
months. The League of Industry wanted to avert trouble rather
than have to cure trouble. The thing that ultimately counted
in any constitutional country was umdﬂls((l public opinion. If
public opinion wanted anything, public opinion would obtain it.
The League of Industry was fighting hard to organise public
opinion. Governments often needed advice in industry and in the
past they had either gone to employers or the trade unions. Both
had done good work, but the employers’ association inevitably
gave the story from the (II]])]U\(‘I\ point of view and the tr de
unions from the unions’ point of view. What was needed was an
organisation which could represent the view of industry as a whole.
The League was trying to fill that need and he felt it would carry
infinitely more weight than one side of industry alone. If they
were to recover their place in the world they had to pull together,
get rid of waste and concentrate on efficient and skilful production.
The League stood for encouraging trade within the British Empire
which had wvast resources, ‘ Let us,” he concluded, ‘‘ make the
most of our unrivalled opportunities in our great Empire.”

THE WORKSHOP OF THE EMPIRE.

Mr, L. Page, of Messrs. Thornycrofts, Reading, proposing a
vote of thanks to the Chairman and speaker, said he hoped the
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League of Industry would try to reduce the heavy burden of taxa-
tion and rates. They could never be the workshop of the world
again, but they could be the workshop of the Empire.

Mr. G. W. Cook, in seconding, said that if the League was going
to bridge the chasm of class distinction between the two sections
of the community and recognise that the success of industry
depended on the combined efforts of both of them, it was worthy
of their support.

INHEESIOT GRS S TDIES
IN A HoTtEL BEDROOM @ ““ Porter, can’t you stop that noise in
the corridor ? I can’t sleep.”
“Very soon now, sir.  The brigade have the fire under control.”
* * * *
CAPTAIN OF THE ROVERS : ‘ 'Erbert, w'y can’t yer keep up
wiv the uvver forwards ? ”
'ERBERT : “ 'Cause they 'adn’t ter blow up the blinkin’ ball
afore the game started, 'ad they ? "'— Punch.
* * * *

“ Above all,” the doctor urges, ““ you must eat more fruit, and
particularly the skin of fruit. The skin contains all the virtues
and vitamins. What, by the way, is your favourite fruit?’

The patient looked gloomy. ‘“ Cocoanuts,” he said.

* o’ * *

Two men sat in a bar drinking cocktails. Presently one ol
them said : “ Do you know, Dick, I think I'll buy this hotel.”

“Wait till we've had a few more drinks,” said Dick, ‘ and
I'll sell it to you."—T"it-bits.

* * * *

“Tt says here that the average person says 10,000 words a
day.”

“1 have always said you were above the average, dear

* * * *k

A hint worth remembering on hot days is that a breadcrumb
is greatly improved by drinking it in a pint of beer.
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MR. AND MRS. MUSGRAVE LEAVING.

OVER I2 YEARS AT ‘‘ THE PHOENIX," STAINES.
(KFrom the Staines Herald and News.)

Mr. and Mrs. Will Musgrave, the very popular host and hostess
of “ The Phoenix "’ Inn, Staines, have left here to take over *“ The
Oatsheaf,” Messrs. H. & G. Simonds’ new house at Reading. This
well-known firm of brewers have paid Mr. and Mrs. Musgrave a
|>Ilz|si11g compliment by choosing them to run this new hotel, and
the couple’s acceptance of the opportunity is very natural, although
they much regret departing from their many friends in Staines and
district.  Mr. and Mrs. Musgrave came to Staines over twelve years
ago to take over * The Phoenix "' from Mr. H. Harrison, who went
into retirement, and passed away two years later. During their
stay, Mr. and Mrs. Musgrave have made ““ The Phoenix "’ increasing-
ly popular, and four years ago alterations were made which greatly
improved the house. ““ The Phoenix " has become the headquarters
of the Town Football Club, the Thursday Football Club, and the
Rugby Football Club, and it is also the meeting place of the
Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, the Clarence Court of Foresters,
a loan club with over 500 members, the Junior Imperial League,
the Postal Workers Union and other organisations.

Everyone will be sorry that Mr. and Mrs. Musgrave are leaving,
but will learn with pleasure that Mr. and Mrs. Bert Musgrave,
Will’s brother and sister-in-law, are succeeding them.

Mr. and Mrs. Musgrave were the recipients from the members
of the Staines Rugby Club of a silver cigarette box, suitably
inscribed and bearing the crest of the club. This parting gift was
handed to Mr, and Mrs. Musgrave with the club’s sincere thanks
for all past kindnesses, as a token of the esteem in which the club
holds them, and with all good wishes for the future.

MR. AND MRS. MUSGRAVE'S THANKS.

Dear Friends,—We, the undersigned, wish to take this oppor-
tunity of thanking the very large number of friends we have made
during our nearly 13 years at *“ The Phoenix,” for the very many
kindnesses that have been shown to us from time to time. We have
always done our best to make everyone happy and comfortable
and we are extremely gratified to know our efforts have been
appreciated, We are shortly leaving to take over a new house in
Reading, known as ‘ The New Oatsheaf " in Broad Street, and we
shall always be pleased to see our friends from Staines and assure
them of a very hearty welcome. On Tuesday next, May 31, “ The
Phoenix " will be taken over by Mr. and Mrs. Bert Musgrave, who,
we are sure, will prove worthy successors.

We remain,
Yours very sincerely,
WiLL and GLADYS MUSGRAVE.
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

If you want to know your friends, make a mistake.

When you give, take to yourself no credit for generosity unless
you deny yourself something in order that you may give.

Why dwell so on ugliness when so much still remains to be said
about the beautiful ?

Zeal without knowledge i1s often more dangerous than useful,

The ignorance that is bliss is the ignorance of the man who
thinks he knows it all.

What long and thorough knowledge of mankind do we not
require in order to dare to be simply ourselves !

In art one has not merely to tell a truth, but the truth, and
that is almost as hard as in life itself.

One’s daily life has its share of thorns and thistles which cannot
be imagined away. One must look beyond and above them, and
realising to the full the blessings that are ours, take less heed of the
shadows and defects.

Happy is the man who realises the very wide chasm that lies
between his wishes and his powers.

BE TRANQUIL.

I know what an extreme annoyance it is to be perpetually
interrupted when one is thoroughly absorbed in some work by
persons calling one away to attend to their own business, which is
all they care for. Never mind, gulp down their importunities, keep
a quiet mind all the time, and lend yourself tranquilly to the
occupations which come of themselves to you from every side.— St.
Francis Xavier. ;

We endeavour to make a merit of faults we are unwilling to
correct,
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READING WOMEN’S LICENSED TRADE ASSOCIATION.

Mrs. Moore with the handbag presented to her by her colleagues.

PRESENTATION TO MRS. MOORE,

Under the auspices of the Reading Women's Licensed Trade
Association there was recently held a reunion of ex-officials and
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friends. when a dinner and dance were held at the White Hary
Hotel. Formed seven years ago, the Association has done much
good work and has distributed a large sum of money in assisting
charitable institutions, besides lending a helping hand to members
of the trade in need. A number of business people in the town have
given donations towards the funds of the Association.

During the evening Mrs. Smart asked Mrs. Moore to accept a
handbag from the late ex-officers as a token of their appreciation
of Mrs. Moore's wonderful work for the Association. She was the
first Hon. Secretary of the Association and did splendid work in
laying its foundations well and truly (applause).

Mrs. Moore, in acknowledging the gift said she.could hardly
find words to express her thanks for the kindness they had bestowed
upon her. The handbag would bring back very happy memories
of days gone by.

Mrs. Moss, who has been Hon. Secretary of the Association o
the past six years, added a few words and then dancing was resumed
to the strains of the Ronald Dark Band.

HIE TGRS 0

SPEAKER : *“ And where, I ask you, is Julius Caesar ?  Where is
Attila the Hun ?  Where are Moses, Oliver Cromwell, Charlemagne,
Hannibal ?

ENTHUSIASTIC USHER : * Stand up, boys, so's the gentleman
can see you.”

* * * *

“ Let me tell you, sir, that poem cost me a week’s hard labour,”
said the poet.

“Is that all? " exclaimed the editor who had read it. " I
['d had the passing of the sentence you’'d have got a month.

* * * *

“Look at that buffet,” exclaimed a wealthy householder.
“That goes back to Louis the Fourteenth.”

“Oh, yes,” said one of the guests, “ that reminds me that
the whole of my furniture goes back on the fifteenth.”

* * * *
HE : “ 1T called to see your father this afternoon.”
SHE (fluttering visibly) : “ Oh, did you? "

HE : “ Yes; he has been owing our firm a little bill for some
time.”’
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BiLL : ““ Oh, yes. I know old Jackson. He was a good sort.
He did a very kind action once for me when the clouds were dark
and threatening and the world looked so black.”

Qip ¢ “ What did he do?

Birr : ‘“ He lent me an umbrella.”

* * * *
Roxy : ““ I understand your bachelor uncle is much interested
in antiques ? '
Proxy : “ Yes. He married one last week.”
* * % *

The doctor found the patient in tears. '* Cheer up, my good
man,” he said, ““ you’ll pull through all right.”

“Tisn't that,” groaned the patient, “ but just think of the
money ['ve spent buying apples to keep you away.”
* * * *

The schoolmaster was examining a class in Scripture. ““ Now,
boys,” he said, ““ supposing I saw a man beating a donkey and
stopped him, what virtue would my action show ? '’

In a flash a bright youngster replied : ““ Brotherly love, sir ! "

* * * *

Busy FaTHER : ‘‘ First, realise my time's short. Secondly,

say what you want. Thirdly, be short.”

SPENDTHRIFT SoN : “ First, I do. Secondly, I will. Thirdly,
[Fam,*”
* * * *
OLD GENTLEMAN (bewildered at an elaborate wedding) : ** Are
you the bridegroom ?’
YOUNG MAN : ““ No, sir. I was eliminated in the semi-finals.”

* * *k *

“What does this nation need? " shouted the impassioned
orator, ““ What does this nation require, if she steps proudly
across the Atlantic or she strides boldly across the mighty ocean
in her march of trade and freedom ? I repeat, what does she need ? *

“ Rubber boots,” suggested the grossly materialistic person in
4 rear seat.
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[t was at the local show and one of the residents had carrieg
off the first prize for home-grown cauliflowers with a magnificent
specimen,

“That'’s a fine one,” said a friend admiringly, “ I'll give voy
a bob for it.”

“ Nothing doing,” replied the prizewinner unguardedly, ‘|
gave eighteenpence for it myself.”

* * * *

A man took home a booklet on Esperanto, and during a meal
a guest regaled the party with extracts pronounced according to
the instructions supplied.

At last there came a strange-sounding word, evidently pro
nounced with great difficulty.

“Is that really Esperanto? ’ asked the host, innocently.
“No,” was the reply ; “a fishbone ! ”
* * * *

“ Do you find your new alarm clock satisfactory ?

“ Rather | It wakes the parrot, and he whistles the dog,
dog barks till we wake up.”

%* * k *

ANGRY YOUNG MAN : ““ When I bought a motor bike from you
a few weeks ago, you said if anything broke within six months you
would supply a new part free.”

SALESMAN : “ Certainly, sir. What can I have the pleasurc of
providing for you ? "

V4 - oy . .
YouNG MAN : “ Well, I want a new ankle, four front teeth,
and a funny-bone.”

* * * *
MRs. FLATT : *“ That girl across the hall has a singular voice.”
HusBanD (fervently) : ““ Thank heaven it isn’t plural.”

* * * *

‘ How did your father know we went out in the car yesterday ?”

e Quite simple! You know that stout man we ran into?
[hat was father.”
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BRANCHES.

THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.

Many hopes were disappointed on the Devon County Show
Ground at Tavistock recently where torrents of rain completely
spoilt what would otherwise have undoubtedly been a record event.

“0Old Man River” attended daily and was in his worst
“ Manchurian " mood. His numerous attempts to flood the area
around rendered almost abortive the many gallant efforts of the
officials to cope with such conditions, and those whose job it was
to carry on throughout the proceedings will not soon forget their
experiences. ‘“ Somme Show ! as one Westcountry veteran
remarked after negotiating the many tricky water jumps, channels
and duckboards which were scattered around.

The Royal day, when H.R.H. Prince George attended, was
utterly unworthy of such a name. But in a pair of ** Wellingtons ™’
H.R.H. gaily plunged into the quagmire and, despite the incessant
rain, performed his many duties thoroughly, and spent a considerable
time inspecting much that obviously interested him in the butter-
making, cattle, sheep and horses sections, also in the Hall for
special exhibits under the National Mark Scheme. A memorable
exhibition in truth !

We sympathise with those whose enterprise and effort was so
disdainfully treated by the clerk of the weather, also with
Mr. F. G. Godwin and his staff who under such conditions
ministered in their usual competent and satisfying manner to the
needs of the drenched thousands, who sheltering beneath the
ample spread of the marquees were able to warm and sustain the
“inner man '’ with cheering draughts of ‘“ Hop Leaf " Ales. Never
was out national beverage appreciated more than at Tavistock
during the Devon County Show of 1932. First-hand information,
this |

 ENGLAND—OVERSEAS.’

From Ceylon to Devonport is no mere week-ender’s trip as we
all know, and it says much for the keenness of our overseas volunteers
that they should send one of their number on a course of instruction
to a crack Unit of the British Army. Efficiency is the hallmark
of service, and we know that the Ceylon Defence Force will prove
the truth of this modern proverb when their R.S.M., Mr. I.S. Hermes,
returns after his course with the 2nd Battalion, The Rifle Brigade,
to which they are affiliated, at Raglan Barracks.
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R.S.M. A. E. Wilkinson, M.M., demonstrating Guard Drill.

Many readers no doubt will be interested in the accompanying
“snap " which depicts R.S.M. A. E. Wilkinson, M.M., demon
strating guard drill with men of his Unit at Devonport, and it
requires few words of ours to add to the picture.

These young riflemen amply demonstrate to all and sundry
the interest and keenness they take in their work, and although
" the Sergeant Major’s on parade ! " might be quoted (sotto voce)
by the cynical minded, their records off parade more than prove
that concentration in weapon training is their forte and pride.

We believe Mr. Hermes will have many pleasant memories to
remind him of the fraternal “ Rifles,”” and we know that in sunny
Ceylon he will not soon forget the host of friends he has made in
Devonport.

We of the “ Hop Leaf " fraternity wish him Godspeed and a
safe return to our kinsfolk beyond the seas.

THE “ THREE HORSE SII()I",S,” BRANSCOMBE.

This old-world inn with a history of over 300 years and with
part of the original structure still to be seen amid typical West-
country scenery, 600 feet above sea level, has a glorious view, ,mfI
is to-day a rendezvous from which many discerning folk plan their
daily  excursions to the adjacent beauty spots along the South
Devon coast and to the bracing moor lands to the north.
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Situated on the Exeter-Lyme Regis road, 3 miles from Seaton,
5 miles from Sidmouth, it affords all the facilities for a wonderful
holiday. Every branch of sport is close at hand, and golf, tennis,
fishing and bathing can be indulged in. Half an hour’s walk from
the sea only is this unique house, and a good bus service is at the
door. What more can 1932 offer you ?

[fully licensed, with garages, hot and cold water baths, electric
light and modern conveniences, with generous country fare added,
visitors are made welcome at all times. ““ Home comforts " is the
quiet slogan of its proprietor, Mr. C. Heathcote Pain, and many
are the parties who to-day need no inviting sign when in its vicinity.
[ts success in these precarious times is a sure token of the quality
and service given,

An old R.F.C. and R.A.F. (84th Squadron S.E’s.) man, Mr.
Pain served in France during the war, and successfully emerged (good
word 1) from a crash at 120 m.p.h. We have a suspicion he must
have had more than one “ Horse Shoe " over his head even then.

He is a firm believer in the qualities of *“ Hop Leaf " beverages ;
“Glorious Devon " Cider also finds a prominent place in his bill
of fare, and he is good enough to tell us that a portion of his
success 1s attributed to the satisfaction which his customers evince
when ““ Simonds * is served-—a tribute which we highly appreciate.

We wish him further success in this famous old house, which
by his efforts is fulfilling a much needed want in this part of
“Glorious Devon " ; and our advice to all intending visitors is
book early !

e e yr g o
‘Threo Horse Sheos inn Branseombe. v

‘““Three Horse Shoes’ Inn, Branscombe.
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Lounge Bar, ‘‘ Three Horse Shoes’” Inn, Branscombe.

The South Devon and Haldon Harriers postponed Point-to
Point Meeting took place at Haytor before a large crowd ol
spectators,

Almost ideal weather prevailed for the first race, then rapidly
came a succession of rainstorms, hail and snow, which persisted
until racing had finished. Then the skies cleared, just to demon-
strate how fickle is nature and how weak is humanity.

Once again the ““ Simonds " marquee was the centre of magnetic
attraction, and our catering expert had his hands full throughout
a very satisfying state of affairs, considering how the arrangements
on the previous Saturday had been spoilt by the moorland mists
which blotted out everything.

One event was full of interest and resulted in a dead heat :
During the last few ““ rounds’ it was a debatable point whether
the “ S.B.” would not be counted out, but fortunately it had jusl
sufficient reserve to last until the bell went. It was easily the
most popular item on the *“ card " |

COMING EVENTS—‘ SIMONDS' ' ON SALE.
The Kingsbridge Show.
The Launceston Agricultural Show.
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The Colebrook, Plympton and District Sports and Horticultural
Show.

The Bude and Stratton Show.

The Yelverton British Legion Sports.

And Navy Week is from 3o0th July to August Gth!

PORTSMOUTH.
FLEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH LEGION.

On Whit Sunday the opening session of the eleventh annual
conference of the British Legion was held at Portsmouth. The
Duke of York visited Portsmouth to attend this conference. His
Royal Highness was given a very loyal reception by the 750 ex-
service delegates from all parts of the country who attended the
conference. Equally enthusiastic was the welcome by the citizens
of Portsmouth. The conference is notable as it is the last at
which Admiral of the Fleet Earl Jellicoe will officiate as President
of the Legion, a post he is resigning for reasons of health. The
conference was addressed by the Lord Mayor (Alderman k. G.
Foster, J.P.), who said he hoped the delegates would combine
business with pleasure during their visit. Lord Jellicoe in his
speech mentioned the 1931 Poppy Day collection, which produced
approximately £500,000, exclusive of the Scottish total. He also
referred to the fire at the Poppy Factory and said the outbreak
might prove a blessing in one way as it might give work to more
disabled men to make good the deficiency. The Duke of York
who arrived at the Town Station by train just before noon was
escorted to the Guildhall by the Lord Mayor, and was received
with cheers when he appeared on the platform.

During the last week in April the First Lord of the Admiralty
Sir Bolton Eyres-Monsell visited Portsmouth. He inspected ratings
at the Royal Naval Barracks and also visited the principal naval
shore establishments and some of the ships of the Home Fleet.
A trip in a Fairy ITI I machine from the deck of the Courageous,
the flagship of Rear-Admiral R. G. H. Henderson, commanding
the aircraft carriers, was included in the programme. From the
Nelson the First Lord made the following signal :—* First Lord
to Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet. 1 shall be very grateful if
you will inform Rear-Admiral Henderson how interested I have
been in all that T have seen in H.M.S. ('u//ru;g’uns, and how much
have enjoyed my visit. The Board of Admiralty appreciates
the valuable work done by the aircraft (mi( rs, and also realise
that all de partments on I)()ml share the working for the efficiency
which is obviously obtained.’
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We were pleased to see that Fred Chandler, a young inside
forward, who is a product of the Portsmouth Elementary Schools
has been engaged by Reading for next season. We lmj)c he will
have a successful year. Formerly he assisted Pompey Reserves
before joining Newport, Isle of Wight, with which team his work
was very creditable.

The Royal Air Force at Lee-on-the-Solent recently held a very
successful Camp Dance at the R.A.F. Cinema (by kind permission
of Group Captain Quinnell). L. A. C. Wilkins acted as M.A. and
Roy Collins’s Dance Band (Warsash) supplied the music. During
the evening competition dances were held, the prizes for whicl
were won by Miss Gilbert and LL.A.C. Harrison and Miss Marpare
Ticehurst and A.C. Hasiell.

BRIGHTON.

Brighton this Whitsuntide was the venue of two con
ferences, which brought some hundreds of additional visitors
for a few days’ stay. The larger was the British Christian
EEndeavour Convention with its many enthusiastic adherents, and
the other the National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives,
The delegates for the latter mainly came from the Midlands, as
was evidenced by the dialetical emphasis which was heard where
they congregated.

We get many such conferences here, which is no doubt good
for Brighton, as delegates are more than likely to revisit the town
for a longer holiday which has appealed to them when on business,

The weather was fairly kind to visitors over the Whitsun
holiday, but a wet morning on Whit Monday perhaps kept away
many intending to come.

The Seaford British Legion Club held their annual fete on
Whit Monday, when Lieut.-Col. J. H. Christic opened the pro
ceedings with a speech on behall of the British Legion. [he
marquees provided by the Iirm were much appreciated, as the
weather was not of the best,

Builders have started to demolish the Firm’s Brighton house,
“The Royal Oak,” St. James’s Street, a relic of the old coaching
days. This hostelry, with the adjoining  tap,” was a populai
place of resort for the drivers and guards of ‘the four-horse coaches
which plied between Brighton and London a century or so ago
It is still a popular rendezvous for Berkshire visitors and when it
is rebuilt greatly improved accommodation will be available for
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those who make ““ The Royal Oak ™ their regular place of call
and will give better facilities to that part of the town, which are
needed.

We regret to have to record the death of Mr. S. H. W. Sellwood,
a founder and President of the West Tarring Working Men’s Club.

Mr. Sellwood retired from work with the L.B. & S.C. Railway
in 1024, after completing 50 years’ service with that Company.

His steady influence at the committee meetings has raised the
West Tarring Club to the high state of financial and social efficiency
that it now enjoys, and Mr. Sellwood will be sadly missed by the
Club generally.

A large number of Club members attended the funeral.

SLOUGH.
THE SLOUGH, WINDSOR AND DISTRICT GAMES LEAGUE,

The annual presentation of trophies in connection with the
above League was held at the Chalvey Working Men's Social Club,
Slough, on Friday evening, May 6th.

The Chair was taken by Major S. V. Shea-Simonds, who was
supported in the Vice-Chair by Mr. A. Dennis Courage, of Messrs.
Courage & Company, Limited, Mr. H. Pardy (President of the
League), Mr. H. Shand (Honorary Secretary), Mr. H. W. Colson,
Mr. Holgate Smith, Mr. E. V. Gray and representatives from the
seven clubs which compete in the League tournaments.

About one hundred additional clubmen from the district
assembled for this function, which had been arranged with the
usual efficiency associated with these efforts.

After the Loyal Toast, proposed by the Chairman and most
enthusiastically received, Mr. A. D. Courage proposed the health
of the Chairman. In his remarks he extolled the objects of the
League, and spoke of the benefits that a similar organisation had
brought to his flotilla in the Navy. The toast was drunk with
musical honours.

[n responding Major S. V. Shea-Simonds made a very witty
speech, in which he referred to the Beer Tax. He also mentioned
that he was inundated with letters containing suggestions and
dgitations in connection with this matter. The Conservative
Members of the House of Commons are also inundated with strong
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letters. ‘I ask you,” said the speaker, “to devote your aimg
to getting this Tax off Beer. It is not the Government tha is
responsible ; there is something behind them-—and it is the fanatica]
teetotallers. The Tax is throwing men out of work, However,
you can take it from me that this Tax will prove itself a tcrrib)e
failure.” These remarks were greeted with loud applause

The toast of ““ The League ” was then suitably proposed by
Mr. H. Pardy.

Major Shea-Simonds presented the ‘“ Simonds "’ Challenge Cup
to Mr. J. N. Huggins, captain of the Slough Working Men’s Social
Club (the holders), who did not lose a game and had the maximun
of twelve points. Mr. Huggins also received a replica of the cup
for last year. He thanked Major Shea-Simonds and consoled the
other Clubs with the fact that he thought luck had played a great
part in their success this year.

Mr. C. Hawkins accepted the ‘“ Noakes’ Shield from Mr,
A. D. Courage on behalf of the Windsor Liberal Club. They had
tried for ten years to win one of the trophies and had at last
succeeded as runners-up. Next year they hoped for further
success.

[n accepting the replica of the shield, Mr. Pym of the Chalvey
Working Men’s Social Club, Slough, said he hoped his side would
have more confidence and better luck next year.

The company were indebted to Mr. Chris, Cantwell, Mr, G. Allen,
Mr. W. Fletcher, “ Ern and Erb,” who so ably entertained them
throughout the evening. The whole proceedings proved a great
suceess.

Nptoy Ak )

Bradley & Son, Ltd., The Crown Press, Caxton Street, Reading.
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