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The cutting from the Oxford Mail reads :-
EYNSHAM DARTS.
KEEN PLAY IN THE FINAL MATCH,

An audience of over 230 darts enthusiasts filled the Institute
Hall, Eynsham, on Wednesday to watch the final contests in the
darts competition organised by the Eynsham Playing Ficldg
Association Darts Sub-Committee.

The preliminary rounds were played during the winter in
licensed houses, nine of which entered for the competition, and the
finalists for each house were the competitors last night,

Mr. R. Lulham, chairman of the darts sub-committee, presided,
and introduced Mr. R. H. Donaldson, chairman of the association,
who had presented a challenge cup for the competition,

This was won by E. Edwards (Queen’s Head), who beat
J. Perry (Evenlode House) in an exciting final match. Iach
player won one game, and in the deciding contest both needed
double one to win, Edwards throwing the winning dart after eacl
had made several unsuccessful efforts.

Mr. Donaldson thanked the competitors and the landlords for
the support they had given to the darts sub-committee and Capt,
L. Davy (Evenlode House) replied for the licensees.

Each of the competitors received a medal for winning his
section competition and thus qualifying for the final,

The results were :— Preliminary round : H. Cox (White Hart)
beat H. Evans (Swan). First round : E. Edwards (Queen’s Head)
beat G. Hall (Jolly Sportsman); Cox beat J. Treadwell (Board
Hotel) ; J. Perry (Evenlode House) beat A. Fleet (Railway Inn);
S. Floyd (Talbot) beat J. Titchell (Red Lion). Semi-finals : Perry
beat Cox ; Edwards beat Floyd. Final : Edwards beat Perry. A
special prize for the best loser in the competition was won by
A. Pimm (Railway Inn).

SIMONDS' CUP BILLIARDS CHAMPIONSHIP, 1038,

Once again the final of this most interesting competition is
now but a very pleasant memory. Games have been fought out
in a real good sporting spirit of friendly rivalry.

In the first place, I feel mention should be made of one player
who was forced to retire from the competition during the semi-final
stage. Mr. Aubrey Bowen, who has been the holder of this trophy
on two previous occasions, must have been terribly disappointed.
He was keen to win it again for the third time, and we all appreciate
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the fact that but for his unfortunate illness he would have had a
big say in the matter. Better luck next time, Aubrey. We hope
by now you are fit and well, and may you soon be back in harness
;[;;’.'Iill,

Mr, Frank Austick was another very noticeable absentee this
year. I am pleased to record that he is back with us looking very
little the worse for wear after a nasty argument with a motor car,

Some very good performances were put up in the earlier
rounds.  J. Wilson was very fortunate to win his first round. His
opponent played a real sterling game and fought a good fight, only
to lose by a very small margin. Odds were certainly against him,
while Jimmy Wilson enjoyed a series of glorious flukes.
Once again I say J. Wilson was very fortunate to win, seeing his
opponent was myself, and I hope readers will forgive me for my
unblushing modesty.

Another notable contender for the coveted trophy was Mr. J.
Ryan, of Tool Room. Once again Mr. Ryan failed to clear the
first hurdle and came a cropper to W. Smith. Jimmy Ryan has
as much chance of winning the Simonds’ cup as I have of becoming
Prime Minister, and yet the draw would seem incomplete without
his annual challenge. Hats off to Mr. Ryan : would that we had
a few more like him. I look forward to the day when his dream
will become reality, and I shall have the greatest pleasure in filling
the cup well and truly for him.

Harry Sims, our “ B " team captain, had a very good run
this season and swept all before him to the semi-final where he met
the ultimate winner., Harry felt more than satisfied, for he won
the cue and case offered as a prize for the highest break in this
competition. Satisfied he should be, for both the finalists made
bigger breaks but our rule is, only one prize per man, so in this case
the third highest rececived it.

Mr. G. Oram just failed to hold the lucky fellow who put me
out, wanting two only for game-—a nice cannon, or a pot white on
but instead of playing either he made doubly sure by playing both,
missed, and let Jimmy Wilson in to run out winner.

[ have already said enough about J. Wilson and his amazing
performance over me, but Mr. C. C. Cobden caught him one night,
gave him a hiding, and sent him home. Mr. Cobden had a walk-over
semi-final owing to the indisposition of Aubrey Bowen and met
Mr. A. Pocock in the final. This game was very interesting,
Both players for some time had been training secretly and keeping
a watchful eye on the other's form-—so, as expected, we had a real
good start. 'Awuy went Cobden, leaving Pocock well in arrears ;
he was all out as he had brought his little brother along to see him
win,
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[ ‘made spasmodic notes during the game under trying
conditions, Mr. Timms was there again asking me questions with
such simple answers ; just two letters suffice and Mr, Timms calls
them up.

Having delved through the archives of Mdrris Motors Billiards
[ can only assume that my wife has been spring cleaning again
my notes are no more, so I must rely on my wonderful memory.
[ beg you to forgive me if this statement is not exactly the truth,
but you must remember I had more than billiards on my mind
with Mr. Timms about.,

At the interval Mr. Cobden was leading by 100 (I believe),
He looked a good winner, but after the interval began to steadily
lose ground. One of his loyal supporters seeing this gave him 4
lucky charm to put in his pocket, but Cyril straight away miscues
and offers the lucky charm back. Anyhow, on second thoughts,
back in the hip pocket Cyril put the charm, but it brought him no
luck at all because he lost the match, He gave me back my lucky
charm, and now my conscience pricks me, for I had that darned
lucky charm in my pocket when I lost my first round with Jimmy
Wilson. Mr. Alf Pocock thus won the Simonds’ cup for the
first time. Congratulations to the winner and my sympathies for
the loser.

Mr. Turrell introduced Mr. Timms, and the cup was duly
presented for the cighth time. The game was refereed by M
R. I'. Hobbs (Hon. Sec. of the Oxford and District Billiards League)
Our heartiest thanks to Mr. Hobbs who is always willing to oblige
us with his services at these finals.

Thanks to Mr. Timms for the interest he shows in our activities
and, last but not least, our thanks must go to the Directors of
Messrs. H. & G. Simonds Ltd., the donors of our ever popular
billiards championship trophy:.

A. VEAR,
Hon. Sec., M.M.A.C. Billiards

g
R
(V0]

Beadley & Son, Ltd., The Crown Press, Caxton Street, Reading.
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