




































THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 

Marsa Pavilion, Malta. 

OXI·ORD. 

Th following lette r was received from Mr. L. B . Davy, manager 
o[ The I£vcnlocl House, Eynsham By-Pass ;-

Mr. H . J. Timms, 
Messrs. H. & G. , imoncls Ltd ., 
67-68 High treet, Oxford. 

D a r Mr . Timms, 

nclose the utting from t he Oxford Mail for May 13th 
a promis d . 

It is interesting to note that of the nine House ent red 
for t hi s compet ition , four were H aU's, on Morr 11 's, on 

lin h 's , on " Fre " a nd two imonds'. The two fina lis ts, 
Mr. h . Edwards a nd Mr. J. Perry, were representing th' two 
Simonc1 • Houses. 

Jusl a nother in tance of what·· .B. " will cia for you ! 

Yours sincerely, 

(igned) LESLlE B. DAVY, Manager. 
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The cutting from the Oxford Mail reads :­

EYNSHAM DARTS. 

I{EEN PLAY IN THE F INAL MATCH . 

An audi n e of over 230 darts enthusiast s filled the Insti tute 
Hall, Eynsham, on Wednesday to watch the fin al contests in the 
darts competition organised by the Eynsham Playing fi elds 
Association D arts ub- ommittee. 

The pr Iiminary rounds were played during the winter ill 
licensed houses, nine of which entered for the competition, and the 
fi na lists for each house were th com petitors last night. 

Mr. K Lulham, cha irma n of the darts sub-committee , presided, 
a nd introduced Mr. l{ . H. Donaldson, chairman of the asso 'iation, 
who had presented a challenge cup fo r t he competition . 

This was won by E. I£dwards (Queen's H ead), who beat 
J . Perry (Evenlode H ou se) in an exciting final match. Ea h 
player won one game, and in the deciding contest both needed 
double one to win, Edwards throwing the winning dart after each 
had m ade several unsuccessful efforts. 

Mr. Donaldson thanked the compe titors and the landlords for 
the support they had g ive n to the darts sub-committee a nd apt. 
L. Davy (Ev nlode H ouse) replied for the licensees. 

Each of the competilor!; received a medal for winning his 
sect ion competition a nd thus qualifying for the final. 

The r esults were :- Preli,nin(./.ry roumd : H. Cox (White H art) 
beat H. Evans (Swan) . First round: E. Edwards (Queen's Head) 
beat G. Hall (Jolly Sportsman); ox beat J. Treadwell (Board 
Hotel) ; J. Perry (Evenlode House) beat A. Flee t (Railway Tnn) ; 

. Floyd (Talbot) beat J. Titchelt (Red Lion) . Semi-finals: Perry 
beat ox; Edwards beat Floyd. Final : Edwarels beal P erry. A 
special prize for the best loser in the competition was won by 
A. Pimm (Railway Inn) . 

SIMONDS' P B1LLlARDS CHAMPIONSllIP, 1938. 

Once again lhe final of this most interesting competition is 
now but a very pleasant memory. Games have been fought on t 
in a real good sporting spirit of frienclly rivalry. 

In the firs t place, I feel mention should be made of one player 
who was forced to retire from the competition during the semi-final 
stage. Mr. Aubrey B owen, who has been the holder of this trophy 
on two previoll occasion, must have been terribly disappoint d. 
H e was keen to win it again for the third time, and we all appreciate 
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the fact that but for hi unfortunate illness he would have ll ad a 
big say in the matter. Better luck next time, Aubrey. We hope 
by now you are fit and well , a nd may you soo n be back in ha rness 
again. 

Mr. Frank Austick was another very noticeable absentee t his 
year. r am pleased to record that he is ba k with us looking ve ry 
li ttle lhe worse for wear after a naSly a rg llm nt wilh a molor car. 

ome very good performances wer put lip in the earlier 
rounds. J. Wilson was very fortunate to win his first round. Hi ' 
opponent played a real sterling game a nd fought a good fighl , only 
10 lose by a very small margin . Oelds were certainly against him , 
while J immy Wilson enjoyed a series of glorious flukes. 
Once again [ say]. Wilson was very fortunate to win, se ing his 
opponenl was myself, and r hop r acIen; wi ll forg iv me for my 
lIliblushing m desty. 

Anot her no table co ntend r for lhe cove led trophy was Mr. J. 
I~ya n , of Tool Room . On e again Mr. L~yan failed lo clea r lh 
firsl hurdle and came a cropper to W . Smith . ]immy Ryan has 
as much chance of winning the Simo ncls' up as I have of becoming 
Prime Minister, and yet the draw wo uld seem incomplete wilhout 
his annua l chall enge. Hats off la Mr. l~ yan : would that we had 
a few more like him . I look forward to the day when his dream 
wil l become reality, a nd J sh all have the gr a tes t pl asur in fillin g 
the Cll! well a nd truly for him . 

] la rry Sims, our " B " leam capla in , had a very good run 
tliis seaso n and swept a ll before him to the se mi-fina l where he met 
the ultimate winner. H arry felt more th a n satisfi ed, for h won 
th cue a nd ase offered as a pri z fo r t he hig best break in this 
com pet ition . Satis fi ed he should b , for both the fina li s ls mad 
bigger br a ks but our rule is, onl y one prize pCI' ma n, so in (hi s case 
I he third hi.g hest re ei vrd it. 

Mr. C. Oram just fa ile I to hold th lucky fellow who put me 
out, wanting two on ly for game a ni ce cannon, or a pot whil on 
bUl inslead of playing either h mad doub ly sure by playing both , 
missed, a n I let Jimmy Wilson in to run out winner . 

I have all' ady said nOLlgh abo ul J . Wil son and his a mazi ng 
pcrfo rma n e over m , bUl Mr. '. C. Co bden caught him one night , 
gave him a hiding, and se nt bim home. Mr . obc1cn had a walk-over 
se mi -fin a l owing to the in lisposilion of Aubr y Bowen 'tne! m t 
Mr. A. Pocock in lhe final. This game was very in teresti ng. 
130t ll play n, for some tim hae! been lraining s cr lI y and keeping 
a watc hful eye on lhe other's form so, as expected, we had a real 
goD I slarl. Away wen t obd n, leav ing Pocock well in a rrears; 
he was a ll out as he had brought hi s lilll brother a long lo see him 
win. 
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I mad 'pasmodic notes during th game under trying 
conditions. Mr. Timm was th I' again asking me que lions wi th 
such simpl answcrs: just two lcttcrs suffi ce and Mr. T imms a il s 
them up. 

Having dclvc 1 throug h the archivcs o[ Morris Motor ' Billi ard~ 
I can only assume that my wif has bc n pring cleaning again : 
my notcs a rc no more, so I must rely on my wonderful memory. 
[ beg you to forg ive me if this st a tement is not exactly the trut h, 
but yo u must I' mcmber I had mor than billia rds on my mind 
with Mr. Til11ms a bout. 

At the interval Mr. ' obden was leading by 100 (I believe). 
H lookcd a good winner, but aft r the inlerval began to steadily 
lose g round . ne of his loyal support rs s cing this gav him a 
lucky ha rm to put in hi s po ' ke t , but yril stra ig ht away miscucs 
a nd offcrs the lu ky harm back . Anyhow, on se ond th ught s, 
back in th hi( pocket y ril put tile harm , but it broughl him n(l 
luck at a ll bc a ll c hc lost th malch. Hc gave m ba k my lucky 
cha rm , a nd now my onscience pricks mc , for I had that cl a rncd 
lucky cha rm in my po ket whcn f los t my firs t round with Jimmy 
Wilson. Mr. AJf Po oc i< thus WOll the imonds' up for the 
first tim. 'ongra tlll at ion5 to the winner and my sympa thies for 
tit loser. 

Mr. TurrcJi inLrodu d Mr . Timm5, a nd thc cup was dul y 
presented for th' cighth time. Th gamc wa refcrced by Mr. 
R. F. H obbs (1 [on. ec. of th · Oxford and Distri t Billia rds Leagu ). 
Our hearli st thanks to Mr. Hobbs who is a lways willing to obli ge 
1I ~ with hi s s rvi c ·s at thes fin a ls. 

Thanks lo Mr. Timms for th inter s t h s ilows in our Cl,tivitics 
a nd, last but not leas t, our thank Il1U l go to the Dir 'clon; of 
Messrs. H. ~ imonds Ltd., the lonor~ of ollr cv I' popul ar 
billiards championship trophy . 

A. YEAR , 

lion . Sec., M .M.A . '. B'ilt-i6lrils. 
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