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An ostrich went out for a stroll in the desert and thought he'd 
call at his favourite oasis in the hope of running across a few of 
his pals. 

When he got there he found six other ostriches standing with 
their heads buried in the sand. 

" Just my luck! " he said. " Not a soul about ." 

* * * * 
Mr. and Mrs. Newlywed were silent as the train bore them 

homewards after their honeymoon . Mr. Newlywed was hard up. 
He had spent every penny on the honeymoon and his next pay-day 
was a fortnight off. 

As they neared home the young wife gave a merry laugh . 
" I 'm going to tell you a secret that will cheer you up, Billy," she 
said. " Before we went away I hid ten pounds in the larder. " 

" Yes," said her husband. " I know. I found it. " 

* * * * 
The identity of the young woman is withheld , but the memory 

of her answer lingers on with the examiner conducting a science 
course a t a local high school. 

One of the requirements in the written exam. was : " Define 
a bolt and nut and explain the difference, if any." 

The girl wrote : " A bolt is a thing like a stick of hard metal, 
such as iron, with a square bunch on one end and a lot of scra tching 
wound around the other end. A nut is simil ar to the bolt only 
just the opposite, being a hole in a little chunk of iron sawed off 
short, with wrinkles around the inside of the hole." 

* * * * 
Mrs. Up-to-Date's baby was out of sorts, so she sent for the 

doctor, who inquired about its teeth , etc. 

" Well, the best thing you can do for baby is to give her a 
good dose of castor oil," said the doctor. 

" But, doctor," said Mrs. Up-to-Date, " castor oil is so old­
fashioned. " 

" Well, Madam," was the reply, " so are babies." 

* * * * 
A customer in an Irish draper 's shop wished to buy a shroud, 

but the price she was asked seemed exorbitant. 

" I could buy it for half the price in Dublin," she complained. 

" Yes," replied the draper, "and the corpse would have his 
knees through it in a week. " 
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BRANCHES. 
BRIGHTON . 

We have pleasure in giving a report frbm the Daily 
N ews of the informal visit of Earl Winterton , M.P ., to the West 
Tarring Working Men 's Club, Worthing, on the 28th April :-

Earl Winterton , M.P ., paid an informal visit to the West 
Tarring Working Men 's Club, Worthing, yesterday evening. He 
was welcomed on behalf of the Members by Mr. E . W. Sparkes 
(the President), who said that his Lordship was one of those who 
recognised that social clubs such as theirs did good. 

Lord Winterton congratulated the members on the way the 
Club premises had been improved. Working men's clubs, he said, 
were legitimate instituti0ns, and it was for the country to see 
they had reasonable facilities and fair play. While not intending 
to make a political speech, he said, in regard to the international 
situation, we must hope for the best and be united on ex ternal 
policy and be proud of this old country. 

Lord Winterton recalled that he used to be a member of the 
Club, and said !1e should be pleased to be re-elected . 

The Mayor (Alderman E . A. Brackley, J.P.) and Alderman 
H . T . Duffield (the Club's first President) were present to meet 
his Lordship. 

Later in the evening prizes won in recent tournaments were 
presented. 

OXFORD. 

OXFO RD AND DISTRICT SNOOKER FI NAL . 

(SIM ONDS ' TROPHY.) 

The final of the above-mentioned competition was held at the 
Headington Conservative Club on 14th April, 1939. 

This match was in the nature of a" local derby," Morris Motors 
opposing Pressed Steel, the latter starting favourites with such 
experienced players as Lew J ames (Oxfordshire billiards champion), 
Lew Williams, E. Locke, J. Clown y and last , but not least on 
this occasion , Alec Wanless. 

Morris Motors were finalists last season and were all out to 
lift the coveted trophy, being represented by A. Pocock, R. Dollin, 
T. Long, H . Simms and again last but by no means least , K. 
Northover. 
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A good game was anticipated and, believe me, a real tight 
game it turned out, the result being in doubt until only the black 
ball remained in the fifth and last frame. 

The game commenced with lames (P.S.) opposing Po cock 
(M.M.). A good close game was this, lames always in front until 
Pocock, with an inspired effort, potted blue, pink and black to 
win the first game for Morris Motors by the narrow margin of 4. 

Lew Williams (P.S.) had the pleasure of meeting a young lad 
·from Morris Motors for the first time and well might Lew remember 
this meeting. His opponent treated us all to a splendid exhibition 
of snooker, masterly potting combined with safety play keeping 
Lew subdued all through this game. In fact we hardly noticed 
Lew Williams at all, for he received a real good trouncing, his 
score being 23 against 76. This young lad's name must be italicised, 
so please remember you have been warned. Congratulations to 
Kenneth Northover, you did your job well, placing your team in 
" Winning Street" at this stage 2 fram es to nil, and with a very 
substantial lead on aggregate. 

Two tables were utilised in an endeavour to finish in good 
time, E. Locke (P.S.) playing T. Long (M.M.) on No. I table, whilst 
]. Clowney (P.S.) waged a minor war on R. Dollin (M.M.) on the 
other. 

It being a physical impossibility to watch two games at once, 
I left Clowney (who seemed quite capable of holding his opponent) 
to watch Locke and Long in action. Locke started in promising 
style and took the lead . Long misscued, then went in off, to 
enhance Locke's score 20 plays o. 

A very useful start for Locke, but he failed to keep going, or 
may I state Mr. Long just hated giving things away, so he promptly 
took a few points for himself and eventually ran out with another 
win for Morris Motors, 64 against 43. 

On the other table Clowney won his game for Pressed Steel, 
scoring 70 points against 31 by Dollin. This being the first game 
won for Pressed Steel, a win for Morris Motors was almost certain. 

The score board then was as follows :-
Pressed Steet. 

L. Williams 
E . Locke .. . 
L. James .. . 
J. Clowney 
A. Wanless 

Morr·is Motors. 
23 K. Northover 
43 T. Long 
51 A. Pocock 
70 A. Dollin 

To play H. Simms 

Morris Motors. 3 frames . Pres~ed Steel. I frame . 

226 
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Now for the fifth and last frame between Alec Wanless and 
H. Simms, the former player to win the match having to d~feat 
the latter by 40 points. This indeed was a stiff proposition but 
Alec Wan less decided to get them as soon as possible and to the 
surprise of everybody present he accomplished the task with the 
black ball to spare. 

The cup was duly presented by Mr. Timms to the Pressed 
Steel captain (Lew Williams) , who in a short speech congratulated 
the losers on their fine sporting spirit. 

We wish to thank Headington Conservative Club for the use 
of the billiards room for the evening; Mr. (" Freddy") Coppock, 
for his efficient marking ; Mr. R. Hobbs (League Hon . Sec.), 
who was responsible for arrangements; Mr. White, for his presence; 
Mr. Timms, for presenting the cup; and Messrs. H. & G. Simonds 
Ltd., the donors of the handsome trophy. 

And so a successful season for Pressed Steel Billiards has 
closed.. May next season, if not quite so. successful, be. eq ually 
enjoyable. We are proud to record our ltst of accomplIshments 
for Season 1938-39 :-

Champions, . Division I, Oxford and District Billiards League. 
" 3, 

Runners-up, " 2,,, " " " 
Winners of Simonds Trophy (Snooker). 
L. lames- Oxfordshire Champion (" Oxford Ti~es " Cup). 
T. Matterson- Winner of Oxford League HandIcap. 
E. Locke- Oxfordshire Champion (Snooker). 

On behalf of Pressed Steel Billiards Section, 

A. VEAR. 

EAST OXFORD CONSERVATIVE CLUB. 

COMPETITION FOR THE" SIMONDS " CHALLENGE CUP FOR BILLIAI{DS, 

TUESDAY, MAY 9TH. 

The competition for the "Simonds" Challenge ~up for 
Billiards (kindly presented to the East Oxford Cons~rvatlve Club 
by Messrs. H. & G. Simonds Ltd.) reached the fmal stage on 
Tuesday, 9th May, when the contestants were Mr. H . Parker, the 
popular Hon. Secretary of the Club (scratch), and Mr. A. C. Nutton 
(received 30). 

After a keen and interesting game the final scores were ;­
Mr. H. Parker, ISO ; Mr. A. C. Nutton, 137· 
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The competition attracted forty entries, which no doubt will 
be greatly increased next year. At the conclusion of the game 
the cup and prizes were presented by Mr. H . J. Timms, Oxford 
Branch Manager, who congratulated the winner and commiserated 
with the loser in a speech appropriate to the occasion. 

Mr. H. Parker, winner of the "Simonds" Challenge Cup 
for Billiards. 
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LONDON. 

RUISLIP LIDO. 

BATHING IN IDEAL CONDITIONS. 

Few of the seasons which are devoted in this country to open 
air sports and recreations begin with suitable weather conditions, 
and the present season has so far been no exception to the rule. 
But the proprietors of open air swimming pools have to be prepared 
to cater for patrons according to the calendar. Thus the Grand 
Union Canal Company have made arrangements to provide swim­
ming and bathing facilities for the new season at their Ruislip Lido 
which opened to the public on Monday, the 1st May. 

Those who have enjoyed the amenities of the Lido in past 
seasons will need no encouragement to visit this delightfully 
situated swimming pool, but for the information of others it should 
be stated that the Lido is surrounded with unspoiled country and 
woodland and is undoubtedly one of the finest examples of an 
open air swimming centre to be found in this country. There is 
an excellent railway service to Ruislip and buses now run right 
to the door of the Lido. For those who prefer to make the journey 
by car, free parking is provided at the Lido. 

The Lido itself is of modern design and is built on the shore 
of a 75-acre lake. Bathing in perfect safety is ensured, a part 
of the lake having been made into a swimming pool whose depth 
is graduated from I foot to 1 0 feet , and there are diving boards 
of international standard. Adequate dressing accommodation 
ensures that even on days when there is a rush of bathers there 
is no irksome wait before being able to en ter the water. For those 
who wish to indulge in sunbathing, ample accommodation is 
provided on the lawns which are about I acre in extent. 

In the Lido building light refreshments or meals are obtain­
able, and there is also a fully licensed lounge bar on the first floor 
which is provided with table tennis equipment and darts boards 
for the use of visitors. Additional attractions associated with the 
Lido are facilities for boating and fishing, and a popular feature 
which will appeal to visitors is that specially reduced and inclusive 
rates may be obtained by parties of not fewer than 10 persons. 
A new ticket is also available for admission to the Lido only, at 5/­
for the season. The management of the Lido are always pleased 
to receive applications from anyone desiring information or wishing 
to inspect the amenities of the Lido. Such applications should 
either be made in writing or by telephone. 

We have been entrusted with the supply of beers, wines and 
spirits, etc. 
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVON PORT. 

Out congratulations and best wishes for their future happiness 
are extended to Mr. and Mrs. H. ]. H. Smith, who were married 
at St. Michael's Church, Devonport, on th,e 26th April . 

Mr. Smith, who is a member of our clerical staff at the Tamar 
Brewery, was presented, on behalf of his colleagues, with an English 
Westminster chimes grandmother clock. 

After the reception Mr. Smith and his bride (nee Miss D . 
Baskerville) left for London . 

We also would like to convey our best wishes to Mr. H. G. H . 
Cook, our tenant at the Brown Bear Inn, Devonport , on his 
marriage, at the Roman Catholic Cathedral, Plymouth, to Miss 
B. D . Trevan. The honeymoon was spent at Lynton and 
Lynmouth. 

Mr. Cook is the nephew of Mr. and Mrs. G. Pearce, the tenants 
of the Steambridge Inn, Devonport. 

Mr. C. E. Gough 's friends at Reading and Branches will be 
pleased to know that he is looking wonderfully well after his recent 
severe illness. H,M.S. Gleaner was lying off Brixham and one of 
the officers invited Mr. and Mrs, Gough to tea aboard. They 
enjoyed their visit to the warship and the trip by the ship's motor­
boat, although there was a fairly stiff sea running. 

We were very sorry to have to say" au revoir" to so many 
friends when the 2nd Bn. The Royal Sussex Regiment left Raglan 
Barracks, Devonport, for Belfast. The Battalion was popular in 
this district and left behind many happy memories. 

Their place has now been taken by details of the ISt Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, and it is a novel sight for some of 
the younger generation to see kilted soldiers, as the last Highland 
regiment to be stationed here was the ISt Bn . The Gordon High­
landers, who left in August, I9I4. 

Plymouth Argyle, we are glad to say, will still be in the Second 
Division of the Football League nex t season- but only just. The 
past season has been their worst since promotion from the Third 
Division in the season I930-3I. We are sorry to see that Reading 
did not gain promotion, although theirs was a very creditable 
performance. It would seem as if the" Pilgrims" are determined 
to hang on in the Second Division until they are joined by the 
" Biscuit " men. 
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We are pleased to record that the medals which were recently 
awarded Coxswain Mogridge and the crew of the Torbay .lifeboat 
by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution were presented by 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent. 

It is to be hoped that the present spell of fine weather is the 
forerunner of things to come and that it will not be spoilt by the 
clouds that are at present hanging over Europe. 

The King's Arms, Tamerton Foliot, has now been transferred 
from Mr. F, Tweed to Mrs. A. V. Johns, and we wish Mrs. John 
every success. We feel sure she will prove a very popular hostess. 

The Union Hotel, Bovey Tracey, has been taken over from 
Mr. L. Wakeham by Mr, H. J. Clayton, who has had considerable 
experience as cl. licensee. We would like to welcome Mr. Clayton 
to the happy band of " Hop Leaf" landlords and are confident 
that the Union Hotel, under his control, will continue to be a 
popular " house of call." 

Mr. L. Wakeham has moved to the seaside and taken over 
the tenancy of our White Hart Inn at Plainmoor, Torquay. We 
hope many of our Reading friends will call in to see Mr, Wakeham 
when they journey down next season to see Reading play Torquay, 
as the White Hart Inn is quite close to Torquay United's ground 
at Plain moor. 

Our congratulations and best wishes are extended to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Stevens, of the Julian Arms, Cadleigh Park, Ivybridge, 
on the gift of a daughter to Mrs. Stevens at the Woodside Nursing 
Home on the 8th May. 

The Millbrook Darts League first season was closed down at 
the Unionist Hall, Millbrook, recently, when about 80 sat down to 
a supper and enjoyed a smoking concert organised by the 
Committee. 

Mr. E. Honey presided, supported by Capt, F. McClure 
Williams, Messrs. A. Brittain, W. Newcombe, N. Edwards and 
E. Potter. 

Captain Williams presented the Earl of Mount Edgecumbe 
Cup to Mr. A. Bastyan, captain of the Mark of Friendship Inn team, 
and medals (the gift of Mr. Crawford) to the team, namely :­
Messrs. A. Bastyan, W. and T. Pomeroy, C. and ]. Elliott , 
F. Spurrell, E. Thompson, M. Bersey, W. Jackett and F . Ackland ; 
the runners-up cup (the gift of Messrs. F. J. Skinner & on) to 
Mr. J. Huggins, captain of the Commercial Hotel te~m, and medal 
(the gift of the Licensees of the Hotels competmg) to Messrs . 
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J. Huggins, H. Perrin , N . Edwards, L. Shilston, A. Rowe, A. Rogers, 
G. Rayson, G. Blatchford, T . Bath and F. Pill ; a watch (the gift 
of Messrs. Driscall Bros.) to Mr. L. Shilston (Commercial Hotel) , 
for the highest score (140) ; and a watch (the gift of the competing 
Clubs) to Mr. E . Thompson (Mark of Friendship), for winning 
most games. 

As this is the first season the Millbrook Darts League has been 
running and both the Commercial Hotel and the Mark of F riendship 
are Simonds' Houses, it is an excellent recommendation as to the 
training qualities of the ever-popular "S.B."- a Sustaining 
Beverage. 

No doubt many of our older readers, particularly at Reading, 
will be interested to see the photograph, which is reproduced below, 
of an outing of the Union Room staff which took place about 
thirty years ago . 

Union Room Outing about 30 years ago. 
Left fwnt row : The late Mr. W. Prater and Mr. Crock er. 

A very pleasant time was enjoyed in Central Park, Plymouth, 
on the 18th May, when a team representing the Firm played our 
very good friends and business rivals, the Octagon Brewery­
" O.B." v. "S.B." 

Batting first the Octagon Brewery were very cautious and 
thanks to the bowling of R. S. Luff and N. T . J enkins, also the 
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masterly wicket-keeping of L. T. Gruitt (stumped three), they 
were eventually dismissed for 16. Our opening batsmen passed 
this score before the first wicket fell, the team finally being all out 
for 68. The discovery in the team is undoubtedly R. S. Luff, 
who, opening the innings, finally "carried his ba t " for the top 
score of the evening- 29 not out . Besides being quite a good 
batsman, he is a good bowler and a very useful fielder. 

Despite the difference in the score everyone enjoyed a very 
sporting and friendly match and as someone remarked after­
wards, " Even if the umpire did not know much about cricket he 
looked very nice in his white coat! " 

For the benefit of those interested the full details of our team's 
performance are as follows :- N. T . J enkins, caught, IS ; R. S. Luff, 
not out, 29 ; L. T . Gruitt, caught, I ; H. E. Bevan, played on, 0 ; 

R. E . Wright, caught , 2 ; W. G. E. Luddington, caught , 0 ; R. Smith, 
bowled, 2 ; J. Marshall, played on, 0 ; R. Fripp, bowled, 0 ; C. R. 
Wyatt , lbw., 6 ; R. E. Ford, run out, 13. 

Encouraged by our success and having a keen side, we are 
now seeking other friendly fixtures and although we may not 
always be so victorious we feel sure we will have an agreeable time. 

Plymouth was honoured recently by a two-days' visit from Her 
Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent. Her visit had been eagerly 
looked forward to by all Plymouthians and when the Duchess 
arrived a t North Road Station she received a vociferous welcome. 
The Lord Lieutenant of Devon, The Right Hon. Earl Fortescue, 
presented the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress (Alderman and Mrs. 
G. Scoble), the Commander-in-Chief Admiral Sir M. E. Dunbar­
Nasmith, V.C., K.c.B. , and Lady Dunbar-Nasmith , the Town 
Clerk, Mr. Colin Campbell, the Chief Constable, Mr. G. S. Lowe, 
and many other civic and local dignitaries. Viscountess Astor, the 
Member of Parliament for the Sutton Division of the City, presented 
the Duchess with a bouquet of lilies of the valley. The Duchess 
was then driven from North Road Station to Admiralty House, 
Mount Wise, where she was the guest of Admiral and Lady Dunbar­
Nasmith. 

The following morning she visited the Royal Naval Barracks, 
Devonport , and H .M. Dockyard , being escorted on her tour by 
the Commander-in-Chief, the Admiral Superintendent of the 
Dockyard, Rear-Admiral A. N. Dowding, C.B., the Commodore 
of the Royal Naval Barracks, Rear-Admiral A. T . B . Curteis, 
and other senior naval officers. After the tour of the various 
establishments Her Royal Highness inspected the Royal Guard 
of Honour drawn up on the parade ground of the Royal Naval 
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Barracks, and then took the salute at the march past . The 
Duchess afterwards visited the Margaret McMiUan Nursery, where 
she displayed a very great interest in the children. 

After lunch Her Royal Highness proceeded to the City Hospital, 
Greenbank, where she laid the foundation stone of the extensions 
to the hospital. After this ceremony she was driven to High 
Street , Stonehouse, where she opened and inspected the new 
Corporation flats . 

In the evening she attended the Lord Mayor's Ball on behalf 
of the Plymouth Voluntary Hospitals, which, judging by results, 
must have been the most successful charitable event held in 
Plymouth . 

The evening was very colourful and Her Royal Highness was, 
quite naturally, the centre of attraction in the first Royal Ball 
to be held in Plymouth. 

It has now been published that £500 has been passed to the 
Plymouth Voluntary Hospitals and £38 to the Plymouth Division 
of the St. John Ambulance Brigade as a result of the Ball. 

Her Royal Highness left behind in Plymouth many thousands 
of people who are now her ardent admirers, and it is to be hoped 
that the Duchess will further honour Plymouth with another visit 
in the future. 

LIQUOR LENGTHENS LI FE. 

The Horse and Mule live thirty years 
And nothing know of Wines and Beers; 
And Sheep and Goats at twenty die 
And never taste of Scotch and Rye. 

The Cows drink water by the ton, 
And at eighteen are mostly done; 
The Dog at fifteen cashes in , 
Without the aid of Beer or Gin. 

The Cat in Milk and Water soaks, 
And in about twelve years it croaks; 
The modest, sober , bone dry Hen 
Lays eggs for days, then dies at ten. 

All animals are strictly Dry, 
They sinless live and swiftly die; 
But sinful, ginful, rum-soaked Men 
Survive for three score years and ten. 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

We congratulate Regimental Sergeant-Major ]. ]. Bicknell of 
Southampton, who has been granted a commission as Lieut. ­
Quartermaster of the 130th (Wessex) Field Ambulance, RA.M.C., 
the Headquarters of which are a t Portsmouth . He has had a 

• notable record of service in the Territorial Army. He joined the 
Territorials on J anuary 31st , 19II , and has served continuously 
ever since. For the past fifteen years he has been RS.M. of the 
7th (Southern) Hygiene Company, for the formation of which he 
was primarily responsible in 1922, following the disbandment of 
the 3rd (Wessex) Field Ambulance, to which unit under its new 
title he now returns as an officer. 

At the 56th Portsmouth United Services Rifle Meeting crack 
shots of the Southern Command, many of them Bisley marksmen, 
found themselves helpless against the new convertible landscape 
target when the shooting began. With chagrin they found them­
selves returning phenomenally low scores when firing at this target. 
It is camouflaged with landscape colouring and has no bull. The 
object of the target , which is being used at Tipnor for the first time, 
is to provide greater realism and to make competition more difficult . 
Judged on these grounds it was a great success. Entry for this 
meeting is open to all ranks and ratings of forces serving in the 
Southern Command, and competitors have come from H .M.S . 
Excellent, Iron Duke and Coventry, RA.O.C., Hilsea, Royal Marines, 
Eastney, Royal Marines afloat , Middlesex Regiment, and RA.F ., 
Gosport . A smaller entry than last year can be attributed to 
Service exigencies. 

Navy Week at Portsmouth this year is being opened by Admiral 
of the Fleet Lord Chatfield, Minister for the Co-ordination of 
Defence, who will speak from H .M.S. Victory. It is expected to 
be a better Navy Week than ever this year . 

H .M.S. Suffolk, the IO,ooo-ton cruiser which has seen over 
two years' service with the Fifth Cruiser Squadron on the China 
Station, arrived back at Portsmouth in May. She has been 
commanded during the latter part of her commission by Captain 
C. S. Sanford, O.B.E ., RN., and her arrival was cheered by crowds 
on Southsea Front and at the Point , also at Fountain Lake J etty, 
where relatives and friends were allowed to assemble. 
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BRISTOL. 

It is with the deepest regret and sympathy that we record 
the death of Mrs. E. K. Weston, the wife of Mr. A. C. West on of 
the Swan Hotel, Stokes Croft, Bristol, on the 1st May. 

Mrs. Weston came to Bristol with her husband to take over 
the Swan only just over a year ago, and their immediate success ' 
quickly proved how fitted they were for such a difficult task. 
From the first day Mrs. Weston was an ideal hostess, and her 
part in putting this house on the map was a very valuable contri­
bution indeed. Unfortunately an old trouble prevented the full 
use of her physical powers, and despite a very brave fight against 
odds, for some few months past she was unable to help in the 
business to which she had so successfully and unselfishly given so 
much of herself. 

She was only " of us " for a few months, but we in Bristol 
shall not soon forget her spontaneous charm, or the ready help 
which she so ungrudingly gave to all who knew her, both in her 
own family circle and in the wider sphere of her many friendships 
in Bristol and elsewhere; and a great many will miss her ever-ready 
cheery word at the Swan- as we shall . 

BRISTOL WHIST CHAMPIONS . 

The Windsor Castle, Bedminster, for many years past has set 
a high example to all whist players (of which there are all too 
few in these skittling and darting days) by winning the William 
James Memorial Cup, the Bartlett & Hobbs Cup, and just missing 
the League championship by the narrowest of margins- nearly 
the 1,000 to I treble I- in the season just ended. Their past 
achievements as League champions in 1934-35-36 justly entitle 
them to be considered worthy representatives of the " Hop Leaf" 
in Bristol- as a matter of fact this is the only Simonds' house 
in the League- and we offer them our warmest congratulations 
and best wishes for further successes ahead. . 

Mr. W. C. Evans is very proud of his men, and with " Captain" 
W. Crafer to lead such a team, no wonder they are held in such 
high regard by all opponents . Team spirit and a willingness to 
play the game for the game's sake has brought the Windsor Castle 
team its successes, and Bristol South have every reason to be proud 
of them. 

By the way, their dart team won their way into the last eight 
of the" Evening World" West of England Championship, too! 
A very gallant effort on the part of our tenant, Mr. Evans, and his 
fellow players against such a galaxy of entries. Better luck next 
year! 
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THE" HOP LEAF" SKITTLE LEAG UE. 

The first annual supper of the Skittle League was held at the 
Co-operative Hall, Bristol, on Wednesday, 17th May, when over 
170 members were present during a very successful evening. 

Mr. H. W. Griffin presided, and at the end presented the new 
championship shield , given by the Firm's Directors, and individual 
prizes to the captain and playing members of the winning team, 
the Greyhound Inn "B " Team , Fishponds. Mr. F . Halt , the 
team's captain, proudly accepted the splendid trophy, which we 
know will not be given up next year without a great effort. As a 
first-class sporting side, no one can begrudge these" Greyhounds" 
their success . . Whether winning or losing they were always the 
same cheerful" boys," and se t a high example for others to follow . 

THE "HOP LEAF" SKITTLE LEAGUE. 

[Rt!prOll1tcrfl by kiwi permissioH of the Bristol Evening Post. 

Presentation of the new Championship Shield. 
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The knock-out cup was won by another first-class sporting 
side, the Bell Hotel, St. George, and this handsome new trophy 
(also provided by the Directors) will find a worthy place for its 
first public exhibition. 

We congra tulate both Mr. Purnell and Mr. Foreman on the 
successes which have resulted from their first year 's efforts in this 
newly-formed league which was launched " so well and truly" on 
what we hope will be a long and honourable voyage. 

The Paxton Arms, E aston ,Road, only just missed the league 
championship, and each player received a valuable memento for 
the honour of being runners-up. 

Mr. Griffin spoke of " the increasing interest being taken in 
the Bristol area in skittles, and of the great part which many 
, Hop Leaf' houses were playing in encouraging other associations 
outside the league to use their alleys. During the past year both 
the ' Evening World ' and the ' Evening Post ' open competition 
had booked up vital games on ' Hop Leaf' aileys- a proof of their 
excellence in every way; and other teams were now anxious to 
reserve them for their fi xtures." 

He also paid tribute to Mr. A. W. Bold (Chairman) and Mr. 
E . J. Hughes (Secretary) for the hard work ·they, had put in during 
the season . 

The evening concluded with a musical programme and the 
members ' thanks to Mr. C. F . Summerell, our tenant at the Old 
Crown, who was responsible for the excellent bar arrangements . 

TH E " HOP L EAF" D ART L E AGUE. 

Once again the quality 'of the Three Horse Shoes experts has 
defied the united effort s of all corners, and, as winners of the 
league championship shield and also of the knock-out cup, we have 
to pay tribute to a team that a t present is almost in " a class of 
its own." For three years in succession they have won the league 
almost without serious challenge, and deserve the special medals 
which the Directors have awarded them in recognition of such an 
outstanding performance. 

The shield has now been made a perpetual trophy, which may 
change the luck of the Horse and Groom or the Black Horse­
curious how these Horses, Grooms, and Shoes turn o'ut the best 
dartists in this league-quite apart from the fact that principal • 
dart expert of the thrice-champions, Mr. K. O. Marsh, has within 
the past month exchanged his tenancy of the Horse Shoes for that 
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of the Newbridge Inn ,. Bath, where we hope he will initiate and 
d~v~lop t.he same espnt de corps among his" boys " there as he 
did In Bn to1. (I hope you mean " S.B." de corps !- Editor.) 

No doubt the Ol~ M~rket team will miss his help, but our new 
ten.ant, . Mr. E..Jeffen es, IS an old experienced campaigner and will 
tram hiS men In the .same. successful way when the I 939-40 season 
comes along. We wish him and them continued success. 

E VENTS OF I939. 

With the advance of Spring and the longer days we are now 
well set in the season of out-of-door contracts, and all we need 
is .a real spell of warm sunny weather to cheer us ail up. So far 
this year most of these events have received very unfavourable 
conditions, which make us look forward , with undimmed hope, 
to a " far, far better time" in the months ahead . 

. So far we have been favoured with supplies for most of the 
BrIstol area functions, and the ever-increasing number of contracts 
is at l~ast sO~l1e evidence of the favour with which the" Hop Leaf " 
label IS received by caterers and public alike in this part of the 
West Country ;-

The Siddingtori Poi~t-to-Point ; 
The Duke of Beaufort Point-to-Point ; 
The Sherston Chases; 
The Berkeley Hunt Point-to-Point ; 
The National Hunt Meeting. Cheltenham ; 
Chepstow Spring Meeting; 
Bath Spring Meeting; 
The Devon County Show ; 
The Bath and West Show ; 
The Imperial Tobacco Co. Sports; 
The Ideal Homes Exhibition, Bristol ; 
The Radio Exhibition, Bristol ; 
Filton Aerodrome Empire Air-day Pageant ; 
Whitchurch Airport Empire Air-day Pageant ; 
The Somerset British Legion Annual Rally ; 
The Bristol Hospital Carnival ; 
The Marshfield Show ; 
Keynsham Show ; 
The Berkeley Show ; 
The Bristol and West of England Industries Exhibition ; 
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and many more still in an " embryo" stage- to come along later 
as the season advances- to add still further prestige to the 
Firm's products. 

BRIDGEND. 

Below we reprodu'ce a photograph of the Prince of Wales, 
Pbrthcawl, darts team, who we regret to report were bottom of 
the league for the season 'just , terminate~. However, as t~ey 
rightly think, if theyha~ .been anywhere else In the leag~e exceptIng 
the first and second posIhons they would have got nothIng, wherea 
now ·they are the proud possessors of the " wooden spoon." 

The Prince of Wales, Porthcawl, Darts Team. 

The members of the team considered that at the presentation 
of the " wooden spoon" it was only right and proper that they 
should be suitably attired for such an auspicious occasion, so our 
readers will note from the accompanying photograph the correct' 
dress according to Prince of Wales-ites. Other" wooden-sJ>oonists " 
please copy I 
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Although the record of the Prince of Wales team is , not one 
to be envied, we must say that they have been a very popular side 
and have received a hearty welcome wherever they have played. 
Throughout the season they have won six matcheS', so you will 
gather that they have their moments of playing well. Unfortunately 
these moments are few and far between. We suggest a course of 
Milk Stout and XXX XX throughout the summer, then, perhaps, 
they will win the championship next season. If they do we wonder 
what dress they will consider appropriate on that occasion. 

May Day, 1939, in mid-Glamorgan was celebrated at Bridgend , 
when thousands of people invaded the town from the surrounding 
valleys and villages for the greatest demonstration in the history 
of the district. It was May Day in the rain, but the fervour and 
enthusiasm displayed by the seemingly endless procession of 
workers and their families were not dampened in the least, and had 
King Sol favoured the day with more suitable weather, no doubt 
the crowd which eventually congregated at the Brewery Field 
would have been doubled er even trebled. 

Chief interest was centred around the carnival procession, 
which included several silver bands from the surrounding districts, 
May Queens and their attendants from Maesteg, Bridgend, the 
Ogmore and Garw Valleys, Aberkenfig and Kenfig Hill, and many 
varied tableaux. Some of the tableaux were particularly clever, 
depiding generally both pleasant and serious subj ects impressing 
the urgent need for better conditions for the unfortunate workless 
in the mining towns and villages. One striking exampJe was a 
tableau of a party of colliers bearing on a stretcher their comrade 
being brought up dead from the mine, This was ,labelled 'The 
Price of Coal." 

On arrival at the Brewery Field the large crowd settled down 
to the adjudication of the carnival characters, and exceptionally 
fluent speeches in support of Trade Unionism and the Labour 
Movement were made by the following members of the South 
Wales Miners' Federation No. 3 Area :- Mr. Alf Davies, Executive 
Member; Mr. Jack Roberts, Llangeinor; Mr. Henry PoJlitt ; and 
Mr, Ted WiIliams, JP., M.P. for Ogmore Division. 

Miss Phyllis Williams, of Blaengarw, was chosen as th May 
Queen, and thi adjudication received full support from the large 
crowd present. 

The Male Voice Choir attached to the Maesteg Central Un­
employment Club rendered several musical items under the baton 
of Mr. Danny Jenkin(i, and were warmly applauded for their efforts. 
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Great credit is due to the organisers, Mr, Richard Bennetta 
(Secretary of No. 3 Area, South Wales Min rs ' Federation) and 
Mr. Fred Williams (Chairman). Also to the local police, who are 
to be congratulated for the efficient manner in which they controlled 
the traific and allowed the carnival procession to proceed along 
the narrow streets of Bridgend without interference. 

Bradlcy &: Son, Ltd ., T .. c CrOWD P ..... , CutOD Strut, It,cadiD" , 
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