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MR. A. LUSCOMBE.

“This month we are reproducing in our frontispiece the portrait
of Mr. A. Luscombe, who is @ widely known member of our staff
by reason of the several mpertant postons which e has filled
since he joined the Firm in 1899.

Commencing as a junior clerk at our Branch in The Octagon,
Plymouth, and serving there for eight years, Mr. Luscombe lelt to
join The National Cash Register Company. He soon, however,
realized that his heart and soul were still with the Firm which he

had Ieft, and he applied to return. He was reinstated and in the
same yoax vas translered 0 Ludgersiall Branch and from thence
in 1908 to London, where he remained until 1915, when he was
again moved (o Ludgershall and took charge of @ Divisional Camp
at Warminster and later at Fovant and Hurdcot Camps.

mbe was again posted to London Branch as
cmu ek e e e positon of Acting Manager.
1019, aving to our rapidly extending and increasing business,
e 8 the bakfoor staff, - In Iates years the growdl

mi

Sl ot D Ll it e e Bl At o
covered by him comprise the whole of Essex, fneluding Colchester
Garrison, London, Woolwich, Gravesend, Biggin Hill, e

Mr. Luscombe has a wide circle of friends in military circles
and his popularity can be judged by the frequent enquiries and
messages which reach us as to his welfare, from business
acquaintances who have moved from his area. His success in bis
work is entirely due to a strict regard for duty and a keen <1Nre
to meet the wishes and
upon whom he calls.
Luscombe was always a disciplinarian and a quick worker.
brought these qualities to bear upon his present occupation, witl
{BaibCanitha o able (o carelioot = T sende of work 18
the shortest possible time.

As in the case of many men similarly placed, where occupation
consists of daily travelling in and around London, with numerous
call and occasional long journeys, M. Luscombe Has very litle
leisure for outdoor recreation and his amusements chiefly consist
of club e, tending his arden, o o xhibitions

f musement, of which residents in London have so

and pla
ke & it

pavte. 2k
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EDITORIAL.

TuE Lae Mk, H. F. Lixpags.

¢ seems diffcult to realise that never again shall we sce that
familiar and much-Jo r. H. F. Lindars, affectionately
e sl intimate friends. But
he had served his day and generation well was regarded by many
1 that can only be adequately expressed

his _rather :udden passing, without
m((srmg leaves behind nulhmg but a fragrant memory. In work
e set us all a fine e‘(unplc “The soul of honour, he had

by e TR say to y
in his company many ot wilhu\l! being struck by his
old-world courtesy. He was a very religious man and lived his

of which he thought 4 lot, and only a few days | el S
he handed me the following lines, adding, * I know they will appaal
toyou.” They did, and they do more than ever now. Here {
are:

Heaven above is softly blue,

I am His and He is mine.
His LasT HOUR AT THE BREWERY.

It was a remarkable coincidence that his last hour at the
Brewery should have been spent with Mr.
(the Chairman) and Mr. F. A. Simonds (the Van ..gmg nmmn
Asa matter of fact, the very last matter he diseussed with M, Eric
was the recent development o our overseas business it particular
reference to Malta (Simonds-Farsons, Ltd.), samples of which firm’s
beers he was tasting with Mr. Eric, and he aceonled g praise
to those products. Coming from a gentleman with so widcd bavw:
ledge and experience that was prais

GREAT SADNESS AT THE BREWERY.

A. Simonds was ay at the time of Mr. Lindars’ death

and I\lr € Bormgtt inforied 1 ,I»\ telegram.  Mr. Eric replied :
T feel terribly upset by the news of poor Frank's death—

to think that T was having such a cheery, lighthearted chat with
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him only on Saturday morning and he seemed to be so full of life
and energy, a marvel for His death does indeed sever
el T it happy, tet

“Tam sure there is a great sadness at the Brewery.”

NUMEROUS LETTERS OF SympaTny.

Letters expressng deep regret at his death simply poured nto
the Brewery and all were couched in similar terms paying high
e s e plalt
e e
a swiit transformation. Would we could all pas ths ! "
t was not my privilege o
know Mr. Lindars very intimately although in the course of my
reer 1 have been allowed to some extent to tread in his footsteps
by coming into contact with tenants to whom the very mention
of the name of Mr. Lindars enk mth of friendship of
whil mere words can give but little indication,  Much a5 We
regret s passing, great a3 s our sympat h M
Ll e
feel that to be able to engage in one's duti I
and to be abe to patiipate i  favourite habbigithin a fow hillhs
ral call was  befitting end to a lfe o full of years and

o e e

Tur Sout oF COURTESY.

It ras a reat pleasure to me to pay a it ributea fornight
i life

g s one ancl sl e
$aanend, sags the Herkobice Chronicle i s ot
R Jor b\ e tod ol 08 ey, 1 shovllbpte imagine that
he ev: will be grenU\' missedat Messs H. £ G.

Simonds, for his record o 66,years serv i ot
there and reflected the highest credit on v pléyeEs and oyl

ink of his notable association with the musical societies of
o om N o sttentadl - o sy oo
always looked immediately to see if Mr. Lindars was there with his
double bass, and he must have figured in a tremendous number of
concerts. In every walk of life he played the game.

SQUIRREL AND HER YoUNG.

Members of the Park Institute Tennis Club were interested
the other day to see a squirrel carrying her young across a court
and under the tennis net to.a tree. There were four yonng squirrels
and the mother took them, one by one, from an elm to a cedar tree.
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Coo!

“The other night, about 1.30,Mir. . H. Wadbams had 4 strange
nocturnal visitor in the shape of a pigeon which flew into his
bedroom, stayed a little while, av\d Ahcn took its departure.

“THE OLD DoG,” SHAW.

n the course of my wanderings the other day T called in at
“The Od Dog,” Shaw, Newbury. ~The river Lambourn runs along
by the back of the premises il lmmed Srom the genial host,
M. J. H. Smith, that good trout and gra © to be caught.
There is not 3 long stretch of water hm the fishing looks
060 and may be had at a very smal I hope, some day, to
try my luck with the ty, thongh iy n,hmg will so0n be over now.
1638 8 yery pleamanc spot which appealed to me. Some time ago
Mrs. Smith lost their little dog. ~Its grave is in the garden,
et it trsh lowers.  That appealed to me, too

Tie WiNg Wiicit CHEE

Our sympathies may, says the Daily Mail, well g0 out o the
cheerful souls at Rheims who are celebr: he 250th anniversary
of the discovery of champagne. It is the vunev Which above all
others makes giad the heart of man and at the dinner table thaws
the ice. Unluckily the grim attentions of the tax gatherer have
placed it almost beyond the reach of opulence as a beverage. In
the happy Victorian days it could be had for 5s. a bottle. In our

time murderous duties brought down the annual importation from
1,270,000 gallons in 101920 to 380,000 in 1920-21, and it has never
since really recovered

THE Berrer FELLOW.

A moderate drinker isa bette fellow asa ule than a teetotaller,
<ays the Rev. G. O, Rubie, Vicar of Pres
LUBRICANT OF HUMAN MACHINERY.
e o Bt bricant of our human
it brightens the hard facts of life, makes for happiness
‘and good fellowship, and for contidence, and it 1 regrettable that

t a time when confidence in al classes of the community is s
oo le should, by increased taxation, "

es -] L.D.
less an au&lmnlv than Sir James Crichton-Browne, M.D., L] 73

S. “The enormous weight of testimony bears out that the
el et increases the sense of well-being
without interfering with working power.
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Tue MeANING o “ X.”

Mir. Selirk Well, a cultured man of charming manners, s
also managing diretor of a long establshed brevwery company. s
ws Chronicle. He ex m recently the meaning. and
o

origin of the ~ X " onbeer casks and other things about

“Farly in the seventeenth century.” ho said,  there was small
beer (le) and strong beer (besr). On small beer the duty was as.,
and it had to be sold at under 24s. a barrel. Sirong beer, seling

at more mn 245., paid a duty of 10s. per barrel ; so that casks
contain e strong beer were marked with an X, signifying 10s.
& hulndred, years Jafer three kinds of malt liqor Wees 1o Boneltl
use; ale, beer, and twopenny. Customers

o s el forh ” pot o thed
third t 1730 2 man named Ralph Harwood, who had a
brew house in Shoreditch, conceived the idea of a liquor which
would combine ale, beer, and - tuppenmy.” and he brewed a drink

ywhich he called " Entire” because the ihrce beers were united in
one cask. as Harwood who finst brewed porter—a.dark,
sweet liquor. H» d to his men round to the customers.
They anr a:mnunred e arvieal by caliing out -8 Partee (il
tl

ST. MarY’s BUTTS, READING, IMPROVEMENT.

The removal of the “ bottle neck " road leading from Broad
Street to St. Mary's Butts, an improvement long contemplated by
the Corporation, will shortly take effect.  Messrs. Holmes and Sons,
the house furnishers, announce a clearance sale prior to structural
alterations, and under the proposed scheme all the property on
that side of the road will b set back lovl with the Wiite Hart

erection of new premises, whi iaid greatly to the appearance

of this busy spot in the centre of the town.

BEES PLAY TRUANT.

Those who happened to be passing the Town Hall, Reading,
on August 11, were treated to an impromptu entertainment. The
chief actors were the bees usually housed in the model hive in the
‘museum, but comedy relief was supplied by those who rashly tried
to capture these determined little truants. It happened this way.

The bees went for the morming round of flowervisiting i the
Forlury Gadens anc when they returned they found their queen
missirig, There was terrible consternation in the hive and. the
loyal subjects darted hither and thither, until at last the queen was
found on a lamp post where, according to their custom, the bees
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swarmed without more ado. A number of attempts were made to
entice them from their perch, but the bees heeded not the blandish-
ments of their would-be captors, one of whom had to beat a hurried
retreat after nearly succeeding in boxing the swarm. For several
hours the bees were masters of the situation, but at last one skilled
in the art of bee-catching was summoned, and quickly the bees
realised that they had met their master, and abjectly surrendered
and allowsd themselves to be brushed into a basket and carri

ack to their rightful home in the museum, where they are now
mcml» buzzing away none the worse for their adventure.

Goop Lorp DELIVER Us!
I have received a copy of a
WINE, NATIVE WINE AND BEER
SPECIAL PERMIT
LIQUOR CONTROL T OF ONTARIO.
103132
There are warnings as under :—
Liquor must not be drunk during carriage.
Take purchases unopened direct to your home or room in
your hote
Drinking in motors is strictly prohibited.
Punishment—Fine or imprisonment.
Drunkenness is a serious offence.
It is an offence to permit drunkenness in your home or room
in your hotel.
This permit is personal to the Permittee, and is not trans-
ferable.
Permittee must notify Vendor of change of address.

is Permit is written every purchase you make and the
oo i you obtain it.
Good Lord deliver us from such tyranny in England.
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AWKWARD FACTS FOR TEETOTALERS (?)
(From ** The Licensing World.")

Our arch critics and would-be mentors are so fond of telling us
and others what we should drink that we often wonder whether
the average teetotaler or intemperate temperance orator really
knows what he drinks himself. We doubt it. If he did know he
would probably drink nothing but Adam's ale. 1t is worth recalling
Pussyfoot on one_occasion, addressing a carefully-
b e pointed to the nughly tion of the A ricen P
as an illustration of strength, nobility, sness, borne of
the fact that he only drank water, whlch was *“ good enough for the
King of the Fore;t He added : ““It’s water that makes him
¢ man in the audience retaliated.  * Yes,
bat sce how blooring wild 1t makes him 1" So we make bolditd
BB e L e constituent clements of

some of his favourite beverages he would be a sadder and
man, even were he not to be du & 'ﬂd ucnulm is the soul
and spice of life. It rubs away an awkward corner,

dissipates many a cobweb in the romplexme: of one’s existence,
and adds zest to all the moments of our
s,

view of the circumstances which go to make up our daily round and
common task.

A QUESTION.

ow can & man or woman b genial and convivial an lemonade,
ginger-ale, and herbal drinks, or on many of the other amazing
e e up for human delectation? Tt js mdk
natural | Crotchets in the m\mtal world one can understand ; bt
not crochets and_crotchety
o dpddisiopd e i
A snertably lgad
rustication, loncsomeness, and inhospitality. But this is niot all.
e very fact that certain people only drink certain eccemm
‘mixtures must affect their outlook on things generally. There ca
be no stimulation, and this is the very thing that keeps Deople,
especially those who are more than, ordinarily active, in proper
fettle. The absence of such stimulation, on the other hand, is the
Very. thing that canses motosencss and.that depression of sprits
‘which is 50 often the lot of the kill-joy. Is it any wonder that he is
mournful and sad? Or that his face is long and his temperament.
choleric? Tt is a melancholy reflection that the teetotaler, with
his access to science, is absolutely incapable of producing a really
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decent and satisfying drink, not necessarily a thirst quencher only,
but a drink that really makes one feel full of zest, vitality, and
good fellowship.  That he has failed to do so is a matter of notoriety

IS THERE A TEETOTALER?

Ve often doubt whether there is really any such thing as a
teetotaler. For instance, alcohol and sugar are co-eternal. Has
ot a 30 per cent. home-made rhubarb wine been known on more
than e ocasion o produce umianal cordialicy in tie tefofal

anks ? fact, in many parts of the country, very strong home-
Al e et day regarded as non-alcholic by many
people who profess teetotalism. They love it so much that they
w.u probably never be disillusioned. It has also been put on
ecord on more than one occasion in London police courts that port
Wine and parsnip wine are regarded by many people as non-
intoxicating. A strange behe[ mdeed e
for a reputed teetotaler who requires a * livener? ” whether in
public or on the quiet. Thc same. lhmg applies to cider, which in
many places is looked upon as a ** temperance " drink. od:
bnme folk can pers\lade themselves to S atiere anything under the
uld seem that the led.teetotalism is nothing
mrum i ﬁgmenl of the megmanon

A FacT.
One important fact must not be overlooked while studying this
matter of drinks : the fact that the beer of the Bnush worl
to-day is to all intents and purposes a temperan
ercentage of alcohol. So Gosalithe fer-
s sold under the name of * temperance " beverages,
so that the man who dubs hLmsell a teetotaler or total abstainer
takes alcohol just the same. Therefore the licensed Trade
legitimate cause for cumplamt ‘and protest, together with its patrons,
se there is something very inconsistent in the fact that merely
becanee of & comparatively slight difference in the relative pro-
partons of Sicotol i the diffrent drinks, the output of so-alled
temperance drinks known as aer: or ‘mineral waters, should be
sold duty free, while light beer b ik e
the Exchequer. The idea at the back of the Prohibitionist mind
that the physical sensation of thirst caused by mature may be
suppressed by a miserable Act of Parliament is surely the most
fantastic ever urged by e T s eing,
however eminent or far seeing, to endeavour to slay by legislation
dhe nstinctive desivefor astimulant s unny beyond comprehension
It surely behoves Pussylfooters to place thei house in order,
and Show that the beverages chey, would substitats for those they
condemn are not only adequate for the purpose, but are
entirely above suspicion.
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THE BEER TAX FAILURE
(From * The Daily Telegraph.”)

e reason given by &:‘-e Chaneelor of the Exchequer iffila
hat ** his

the act of justice of which they were disappointed last April. One
Of ‘the most valuablc sonrces 41 public reventc is being seHollly
undermined, and at least part of the damage is likely t
kst step is retraced. Nothing can i
the beer duty being fourteen times as high as it was before the war.
The tax per standard barrel, which stood at 7s. od. in 1914, T
to 50s. in 1918, and was 83s. last September, when it was further
another penny per pint to the ordinary consumer.

‘The result has been an enormous decrease in the consumption

< profits a sum far in excess of the
poinin of the extra beer duty which they have collected in the
pist youc. ) That. e the experence of « grest L iridon cumpelly
Sir W. W. Butler, speaking for the Midland company of Mitchells
and Butlers, sai the Jast increase of duty, though only in
operation for nine S inmaEEa respon

ecreased profit of £113,000, and, if continued, must inevitably

earable taxation,” however, is a flagrant injustice to the
porking man, who s the principal consumer of ber.  Consumption
for May was 8,060,000 gallons less than in the same month last
year. For July the decrease is expected to be 10,000,000 gallons.
This means loss to all interests and gain to none.
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HOW 1 KNOW WHEN RAIN 1S COMING.
y “ COUNTRY BRED.”
(From Home and Couniry.)

not need weather forecasts nor barometers in my part
of the munlr\ Through generations of unchanged belief all the
signs of coming storms are known to us -—a pale yellow sun-set,
T Tanting downwards from the sun, or “ sun drawing water
we call it, rainbow in the evening and a haln Tound. the moon
Still worse weather is heralded by a ** sun dog " or halo round the
sun.

RAIN AND STORM.

Animals can tell me when {0 expect rain and storm. Cattle
and horses become restive in summer tear about the fields,
teased by horse flies which bite more "Gercely. just before rain,
Sheep cluster together under in wintry weather, all
s instinctively seck the mo sheltered spot before the
always the most obvious one to the human eve.

Pigs run 1hm|t excitedly grunting and carrying ~lraw in their
snouts.  Cats often indulge in wild antics, as wed by some
thing unseen, or elw turn their backs to the ()re nd ash their
faces assiduously. Dogs will often refuse food, but eat grass and
dig holes

The donkey brays

When the donkey blows his horn
Tis time to cock the hay and corn.

and as country folk say :

Rabbits come ot to feed darly instead of in the late afternoon,
Moles rise to the surface, ready to feast on the worms and insects
that rain will brin

ouls are seen hoppiag and crawling over the grass
change from greenish vellow to russet brown and spiders cr:ep
s web at the appwoash of rain,

s give many clues to the coming weather gulls fly
i s approach of storm, marking the coming chinge by
i Joud excited clamour.  Rooks behave strangely; as observed
by Edward Jenner, of vaccination fame, who wrote an amusing
poem giving forty reliable signs of riin
And see yon rooks, how stange their flight
They imitate the gliding kile.
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The painted woodpecker or * yaltingale " as we call him,
makes the welkin ring with his harsh *laugh.” Swallows and
swifts fly low, peacocks séream and ducks quack loudly.

THE TREES AND FLOWERS.

Trees turn back their leaves for the coming any
o ars Hecurate baretiss and IS LAHLy it the day is
going to be wet. Thus the little scarlet pimpernel, known for
generations as the * poor man's weather glass,” will close s petals
when rain is expected, but, after one or two wet days, the petals
become water-soaked and remain open

Other flowers that keep closed if the day is going to be wet
are the convolvulus, marigold, hawkweed, waterlily, chickweed
and lettuce flower

But, in watching flowers for weather signs, it must be remem-
bered that when the blossoms are beginning to fade, they lose the
wer of responding to heat and light and either remain open or
keep tightly closed.

DEATH OF VETERAN WYCOMBE LICENSEE.

One of the oldest licence holders in the bcrrough, Mrs. Clara
Mary Busby, 69, widow, of * The Railvay Tavern,” Crendon Stret,

igh Wycombe, died recently, five weeks after she had
accident. Mrs. Bushy fell in the cobbled yard behind the tavern.
She was well known and liked and had been at " The Reilvay
34 vears. Sympathy is felt with her son and four

da\lghlcrs

O'Connor issued a cert ing that the cause of
P pneumonia—might e indirectly
to the accident

The Coroner decided that an inquest must be held, and the
verdict was that the cause of death was accidenfal, accelerated
by broncho-pneumonia and a fracture of the pelvi

Many relatives and friends attended the funeral, and there
were more than fifty wreaths. In addition to those from relatives,
were tributes from ** The Railway Tavern ” Slate Club members ;
the Licensed Victuallers’ Pn)teumn Association ; and Neighbours
and Friends in Crendon Stre
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A VILLAGE THAT DOES NOT FORGET.
WHEN ANN TRANSGRESSED 200 YEARS AGO.

h pyjamas, bm bms and shorts are not popular in the
Betehie village of Ki

No wonder.

ecords of the Kintbury parish church are grim
rebiiess ot hog e, DAl yomag things 1 who transgeesed in
the eyes of the parishioners two hundred years ago were treated.

And Kintbury remembers !

Two hundred. years ago Amn Rymer, 20 the vilagers sid,
behaved (oo htily.”  So, accm‘dm to the records, she was

having a large white sheet round about her shoulders and hanging
down 1o her ankles and a white rod in her hand, bare-legged and
standing in the middle alley or passage of the said church, where
she may be well scen and heard by the congregation and s/
pronounce and say immediately ujm the Epistle and Gospel as
Jolloweth -

Good Pmptz 1 am now e hxlhn lu urlmou ledgr my faults
and am right hearily sory, bsceching God and you all whom
st L b ol o ot o A eching you to take
Ceamile by iy puinisiomend 1 fead a chasse and odly Ufe
After pmymg that she should never fall into the same sins

again, Ann had to repeat the Lord’s Prayer and her penance was

presumably over.

At the foot of the record there is a certificate by the minister,
churchwardens and parish clerk that the penance had been duly
performed in public in the church

—
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THE “HORSE AND GROOM,” BRACKN!

There has indeed been a transformation scene at the * Horse
and Groom,” Bagshot Road, Bracknell (Ashby's), as the pictures
given clearly indicate, and the pmpnclor ir. Frost, is quite
abreast of the times as is the fine new building. An old
Coldstream Guardsman, ‘he is always pleased to sce old and new
friends, and extend to them that courtesy and prompt attention
for which Mr. Frost is so well known,

GIRL CYCLIST CHASES SUSPECTS.

Police, motorists, a girl on a bit d pedestrians took part
in an amazing chase after suspected motor-bandits following a
mysterious motor crash at Chertsey recently.

A large blue saloon car, which was being chased by the police,
was taking a corner in Bridge Road, Chertsey, at .t high speed when it
came into collision with a van.

Both vehicles nearly overturned, and the saloon car, after twice
turning completely round, mounted the pavement and knocked
down a wall.

Four men were seen hurriedly to jump out of the wrecked car
and bolt across the road and make off with all speed down Willow
Walk, a quiet lane.

side the car, the front of which was considerably battered
ad the windscreen. broken, i e safe covered with
— mackintosh on the front seat, two furs, some jewellery and some
MORSE G RoO M - Shfeiti.
BRACKN LY dons

Peggy Matthews, the nincteen-year-old daughter of the

Mi
proprietor of the Vine Inn, Chertsey (Ashby's

whil is exectly
L apposite where the collision occurred, left the bar where she
Serving at the time and jumped on her bicycle and joined in e

chase.

s costing America over £2,000,000a year to try and enforce
Probiiion: 1t s expensive to be *dry

Tag Vicious CIRCLE
When someone stops buying—someone stops selling
When someone stops selling—someone stops making
When someone stops making —someone stops working
When someone stops working—someone stops earning.
When someone stops carning —someone stops buying







