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DEATH OF HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE V.

The silver cord is loosed the golden bowl is broken.
The life of England, the life of the Empire, pauses in the
sacred hush of grief. In the cities and hamlets of Britain,
on the frontiers of Civilisation in Africa, in Australia, In
Canada, in the shadow of the age-old temples of India,
men and women stand in the shadow of personal bereave-
ment, mourning their King.

All the meaning of that bereavement cannot be realised
now, when the hearts of all King George’s subjects are
numbed by the sudden blow. Only when the nation turns
back to its daily life Without him will it be fully understood
in what innumerable ways he had made himself an intimate
part of his peopIe’s joys and sorrows,

Twenty-five years ago brave things were said of his
Kingdom and his Empire and none knew then how much
braver things there would be to say to-day. Twenty-five
years ago it was foretold that he would make a good King
and none could foresee the manner in which he would so
round out the idea of kingshlp as to leave it, in all eyes but
those of sheer anarchy, a nobler ideal than he found it. He
made a good King indeed but that was not all. Klngship
itself is the higher for his example and his achievement.

The last valediction is over, but of this “interred
Friend " his faithful people will consent to take no “ lasting
Adieu." KING GEORGE rests from his labours but his
works do follow him. For how long and with how much
power they will continue to follow him in the lives of his
former subjects and in the history of the great company
of nations over which he ruled depends chiefly upon our
living selves. The time of reflection is over. To-day the
life of plain duties and ordinary cares starts anew. The
least among us will do his work the better for cherishlng
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the memory and the example of the late KING. But the
least of us can do more than that. Above the level of our
common grief and effort stand two lonely figures, dis-
tinguished by the greatness of their loss no less than by
their eminence in earthly dignity. The time will come
(as none who knows her may doubt) when QUEEN MARY

will take up again her burden of activity in the service of
her people but she must take it up again without the chief
support of her labours and the chief reward of her success.
And KING EDWARD VIII, face to face at last with the
drudgery and the responsibility which years of anticipation
and preparation can have robbed of little of their threatening
aspect-and feeling, perhaps, almost as diffldent about
matching his father’s achievement as fortified and inspired
by his example-he too must take up his burden and stand
alone in the loneliness of kingship. To both the KING
and QUEEN MARY every heart and mind will turn to-day
with all the encouragement that sympathy and affection
can give. But more than that can be done. In the spirit
of King George the least of us can resolve to go on doing
his best for his country in truth and justice and to do so

is to stand beside the KING himself, to lighten his burden
and to strengthen his hand.

NOTHING FOR TEARS.

“ As I looked upon his face for the last time on Tuesday
morning," says the Archbishop of Canterbury, “ I saw that
there lay upon it the most perfect tranquillity and peace.
Truly,
‘Nothing is here for tears. nothing to wail,

Or knock the breast, no weakness. no contempt,
Dispraise, or blame-nothing but well and fair,
And what may quiet us in a death so nobIe.‘ ”

THE PRIME MINISTER‘S MOVING ADDRESS.

Mr, Baldwin, the Prime Minister. in a broadcast
tribute to King George. said:
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If there was one thing that our King had done it was
to serve his own generation by the will of God, and because
of that the news of the death of His Majesty has been heard
everywhere with a personal grief. not only in this country,
but also through the vast Empire over which he bore rule,
and, I believe, far beyond its borders.

The tones of that well~known voice are echoing In our
ears to-day as our thoughts turn to the widowed Queen
and to the bereaved family,

I know every heart in the Empire is sore for Queen
Mary this night, In a married life so perfect, so happy
as theirs was, there has to come that inevitable day when
one is taken and the other is left, and one of the two has to
continue the pilgrimage to the end alone.

There are millions of hands Which, if they could reach
the Queen, would be stretched out to her.

There was no respite for King George during the past
twenty-five years, The world has been what a great man
of the sixteenth century called it-“a raving world "-
and he played his part in it gallantly to the end, and I ieel
most thankful that after that illness of seven years ago
he was spared to see his Jubilee year,

There seemed to be given to him a special strength
to go through those Weeks.

I rejoice to think that he -modest as ever, diffident
as to his own powers, and often wondering what his
people thought of what he had done and tried to do`
had a most wonderful experience in having brought
home to him that all he had done had sunk deep into
his people’s hearts.

The effect on him was great, He never referred to it
without emotion. He was touched profoundly. He accepted
that tribute with a thankful humility. I am indeed thankful
that he lived to see it, and that during these last months
he knew what he meant to his people.
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But we knew that there was no strength to spare. I
noticed in the months that followed the Jubilee that I have
never known him so gentle, so calmfan increase in his
customary consideration. his customary kindliness, and I
had a feeling, which I expressed to my friends through
all the autumn, that he was ready for the long journey that
he was so soon to take.

He was tired at times, and I used to contrast his lot
with the lot of the politicians, for we can, and do, have our
old age, if we live, to ourselves but a king‘s burden is
never lifted.

I saw him for the last time when we were parting for
the Christmas holidays. We were rejoicing together. for
we both love the same kind of holiday, when we can spend
it with our own children and with our grandchildren at
our own home in the country.

There is one thing that I think I can tell you of with
no impropriety. The King near the end was having brief
intervals of consciousness, and each time he became
conscious it was some kind inquiry or kind observation
of someone, some words of gratitude for kindness shown,

But he did say to his Secretary (Lord Wigram),
when he sent for him, “How is the Empire? ”-an
unusual phrase in that form-and the Secretary said,
“All is well, sir, with the Empire." The King gave
him a smile and relapsed once more into unconsciousxxess.
It was simply this-that during all that time, sub-

consciously and just coming to the surface at odd moments,
love for his people, care for their well-being here and

throughout the world, was with him to the end.

Great power, which corrupts weak natures, ennobled
our King's character and made him subdue passion and will
and energy to his duty to his country. Ile brought the
dispositions that are lovely in private life into the service
and the conduct of the Commonwealth, and not only in

virtue of his office but also in virtue of his person was he
the First Gentleman in the Land.
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We can best honour the noble memory of King George
by gathering round and sustaining the young King whom
for so long we have delighted to know as the Prince of
Wales. All eyes are upon him as he advances to his father's
place.

He comes to his duties in the prime of his powers, and
already known throughout the length and breadth of his
Empire for his great giits of mind and heart, which he is
now called ou to consecrate to his people.

The young King knows the confidence we all repose
in him. He knows that he commands not only allegiance
he knows that the understanding, the affection, and the
prayers of the countless multitudes of his subjects are with
him at this hour. May God guide him aright and God Save
the King.

THE LIGHT BURNS oN.
(From “Funch.")

Among the winter woods hy rain made dim
In his own lands the hour of resting fell

The Shadow that comes to all men came to him
Who had toiled long and well.

So quick sm change from summer of last year-
The flag-lined streets and the trumpet's shouting

breath
To the slow steps of mourners moving here

And the pageantry of Death.

Duty and strife are ended he who led
And, leading, served his Empire and his State,

Where the great names of England are written and read,
Shall be accounted great.

We knew his purpose and we knew his choice
And how he kept them swerveless to the end

We knew his peoples listened to his voice
And loved him as their friend.

We knew these things and on their faith rely
For consolation in remembering

That the lit flame of service held on high
Passes from King to King.
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“ORDINARY SORT OF FELLOW! "

King George himself, speaking to me about all those

overwhelming evidences of loyalty which the Silver Jubilee

called forth, used some words so characteristic of his honesty

and humility that I cannot refrain from repeating them,

even in these surroundings. I seem to hear him say them

now :-
“ I am sure I cannot understand it, for, after all.

I am only a very ordinary sort of fellow."

-The Archbishop oi Canterbury,

preaching in Westminster Abbey.
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
27th JANUARY, 1936.

RESOLUTION.

It was decided, as a mark of respect to His
late Majesty, King George the Fifth, who died on
January 20th, to close the Offices and Brewery on

January 28th, the day of His funeral, and strongly
to recommend all our Tenants to close their Houses,
except for the service of meals, until the permitted
hours of opening in the evening.

It was also decided that the closing of the
Offices and Brewery should in no way prejudice
the pay receivable by any of the Staff or Employees.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine
oft injirmities-The Bible.

EDITORIAL,
Ouiz LATE KING.

Elsewhere I have dealt, at some length, with the death of our
beloved King, and nothing, 1 think, was more touching than tha
broadcast address by our Prime Minister, Mn Stanley Baldwin.
It was a case of one great English gentleman paying tribute to

another. Both were friends, with many things in common-the
cares of State, love oi hearth and home, the countryside, and
particularly their laithlul four-footed friends. Our hearts go out
td jock, the King's pony, and Bob, his dog, in the loss of their
lovable and much loved master.

THE LAST Two BULLETXNS.

Shall we ever forget those last two bulletins? How eagerly
we awaited them, hoping for the best and yet somehow knowing
the sorrowful news that the second would convey,

The Kings We is mm/ing peace/ulkv towards its close.

And then

Death came pelzcejulh/ to the King ul 11.55 pm, tonight
in the presence aj Her Majesty the Qucen, the Prince of Wales,
the Dukc of York, the Princess Royal and lh/3 Duke and Duchess
of Kant.

How beautifully those bulletins were wurdedv“ The King’s
life is moving peacefully to its close." None of us will ever forget
the words; none surely have ever been more widely read nor
sank nnne deeply into all our hearts.

VVhile the bulletins were those of the three doctors in attendance
the words were written by Lord Dawson of Penn, the iirst on the
back of a card and the second on ordinary notepaper.

EvENTs u< THE Kinds LIFE.

Some of the principal events in the liie ot his late Majesty
were :-
_Iune 3rd, I865~Birth of the King at Marlborough House.
March Ioth, 1882-Attempted assassination of Queen Victoria.
June, 1887-Queen Victoria's _jubilee year.
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January, 1892-Death of Duke of Clarence (King George's elder
brother).

july 6th, 1893-Marriage to Princess Victoria May of Teck.
June 23rd, 1894-Birth of Prince Albert Edward of Wales (now

Edward VIII).
january 22nd, Igor-Death of Queen Victoria.

_Iune 24th, Igo2~Grave illness of King Edward VII from
appendicitis, Coronation postponed.

August oth, 1902-Coronation of Edward VII.

May 6th, rgro-Death of King Edward,
May 9th, 1910-Proclaimed King George V.

june 22nd, 1911-Crowned at Westminster Abbey. Later in 1911
attended Durbar at Delhi, India.

r9r4-r9r8»Great War. King three times visited Westem Front.
October roth, rgro-Signed the Peace Treaty.
November, r928~Februa.ry, 1929-Serious illness. Recurrence of

illness in ]u1y~November, 1929.

1930-Opened Naval Conference, Imperial Conference, and India
Round Table Conference.

May 6th, IQ35-jubilee of his accession.

DUKE or Your Hem To 'rrrE Trniome.

With the death of the King the 9-years-old Princess Elizabeth
is now only two steps from the throne. Her father, the Duke of

York, is heir to (he throne, and Princess Elizabeth is next in order
of succession. If the new King should marry and have a daughter,
and no son, then that daughter would be the heir to the throne
in place of the Duke of York. As the child of the Sovereign she
would take precedence over the King’s brother,

To-day the succession to the t_hrone is as follows :-
Duke of York.
Princess Elizabeth.
Prince§ Margaret Rose.
Duke ot Gloucester.
Duke of Kent.
Prince Edward of Kent.
Princess Royal.
Viscount Lascelles.
I-Ion. Gerald Lascelles.

Princess Elizabeth would also become heir to the throne

should her father die before the present King.
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FEMALE PRECEDENCE.

Had the new King been married, then Queen Mary would
have come second in order of precedence.

The order of female precedence therefore remains as it was
before the King's death. It is as follows I#

The Queen.

The Pnneees Royal.

Duchess of York.

Duchess of Gloucester.
Duchess of Kent.
Princess Elizabeth.
Princess Margaret Rose,

It will be recalled that on the death of the late King Edward,
Queen Alexandra became second lady in the land.

Tr-IE Kms rs DEAD, Goo SAVE THE Kms.

The new King, who accedes to the throne at the age of 41,
is a bachelor, the first to sit on the throne of England since the

reign of Edward VI, which ended in X553. He is the most travelled
Sovereign who has ever ruled our own or any other land. During
his joumeys he has visited almost every part of the Empire and
many foreign lands, He was christened by the names of Edward
Albert Christian George Andrew Patrick David.

Well do we remember his visit to Messrs. H. & G. Simonds.

It was his first visit to an English brewery and he was given a right
royal reception.

Many of his most recent activities have been efforts to encourage
and help in the most practical way the vienna of unemployment,
and by long tours in various parts of the country he has pressed
home his appeal to the public to " cooperate as we did during the
war.

Typical of his interest in the youth of the country was his
devotion of the King George jubilee Fund, raised in response to

his broadcast appeal, to their special interests.

He has been aptly termed the Prince of Sportsmen and the

Ambassador of Empire.
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A THOUGHT FDR To-DAY.

Good men, in all ages, have triumphed over death, and led
it captive; converting its physical victory into a moral victory
for themselves-into a seal and immortal consecration for all that
their past life had achieved.-L`urLyle.

OUR ANNUAL DINNER.

This event, which is fully reported in other pages, was again
held in the Large Town Hall and was, in every way, a pronounced
success. Everything went with a swing-could it be otherwise
with our beloved President, Mr. F, A. Simonds, in the chair
The large and distinguished company appeared to enjoy every
minute of the proceedings and I must congratulate Mr, W. Bradford
on the wonderful way in which he organised the great event. In
chatting with Mr, Hawkes, the Chairman of the Club, afterwards
lie spoke in very complimentary terms of Mr. Bradford's wonderful
work and expressed the fear that he had not made adequate
acknowledgment of it when responding to the toast of the Social
Club. ln spite of the bad weather the following parties journeyed
long distances, thus showing their keen interest in the function :-
Ludgershall, 24; Oxford, 21 London, 13; Portsmouth, 4; South
Berks Brewery, Newbury, Io Ashby's Brewery, Staines, 41.
There was an excellent musical programme. Mr. H, _lay gave songs
at the piano our old friend, Mr. ]. Maxwell, was as entertaining
as ever; and Mr. G. Cannings sang with great acceptance. The
handbells selections by Messrs. A, Higgs and Sons proved popular,
as did the selections by Mr. VVren's Concert Party, There was
community singing led by another old friend, Mr. _]. Gilkerson, and
excellent music was discoursed by Mr. E. W. Sherwood's Orchestra.
The organist was Mr, S. L. Worman, And then one must not forget
the hard and very efficient work of Mr. and Mrs, King behind the
bar in the Small Town Hall.

PoiN'r-'ro-PorNr Frxwlrlss ron 1936.

March mn  Royal Engineers and Royal Signals: Ashridge
Vlfnod, Wokingham.

,, 21st  Staff College and Mounted Infantry Club:
Arborfield,

,, 25th  South Berks Mortimer.
April Ist.  Ga.rth Arboriield.

,, gth  Old Berks Faringdon,
H 11th  Berks and Bucks Farmers Lordlands Farm.

,, 13th  Vine Hannington.
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" Now’s Yolm CHANCE "

Old Syme and his nephew, Henry, visited London to see an
important football match. After the game they called at an inn,

The barmaid was a flirt, and made quite a fuss of Henry.
Presently, hearing a newsboy shouting "Football results," Syme
went to buy a paper, leaving Henry and the barmaid alone.
Leaning invitingly edwards him until her lips were enticingly near,
the girl whispered " Now's your chance "

“se ll le," replied Henrysand quickly drank his uncle's
beer!

Ulalguirous Ar.col-roi..

" Vl/e may as well lace the inevitable; it may be assumed
that social life will never proceed very far without the aid af some

farm of exhilarating beverage. Disguise if as we will, aleellel, in
some form or other, wil_l enter into the background of our gregarious
activities in every social level from the palace to the slum. There
is no use adopting an ostrich policy. It is here, always has been,
and ever will be,"-Professor D. F. FRAsER-HARR1s, M.D., etc.,
in the True Temperance Quurterb/_

Tl-is Fmsr " 5l.llvlMea."

Vegetarians and those who a.re slimming should remember Dr.
George Cheyne, the eminent physician, who is generally regarded
as founder of the modern cult in this country

In middle-age he gained larne not only by his professional
skill, but by his enormous bulk. He weighed over 32 stone, and
after trying all manner of other methods of slimming, determined
to abandon flesh foods and Live only on milk and vegetables.

The wits became busy at his expense, and a fellow-practitioner
wrote :-

“ Suppose we own that milk is good.
And say the same of grass

The one for babes alone is food,
The other for an ass."

Cheyne, however, had last laugh, for he succeeded in reducing
himself to a normal dimension and lived to a healthy old age. He
died in 1742.
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IN ANCIENT TIMES.

PROFESSOR: "Can you give me an example of a commercial
appliance used in ancient times? "

STUDENT "Yes sir, the loose-leaf system used in the Garden
of Eden."

A PRAISEWORTHY PUBLICATION.

I have received a copy of The Morris Mirror, the official
organ of the Morris Motors organisations. It is the first issue
and a great credit to the Editor and all concerned. The reading
matter is excellent, as also are the illustrations. The MDrris M irror
is indeed entertaining from beginning to end, Hearty
congratulations

D1DN'T SAY " PUsI-I."

A very good little girl wes hurrying to school rne einer morning
in e state of extreme agitation.

" Please God, don't let me be late," she murmured as the school
bell began to ring in the distance.

At that moment she tripped over a stone and fell flat.

" Please God," she exclaimed in an injured voice as she got
up and dusted herself, "I didn't say ‘push' "

Boucnr A PUB.

The temperance reformer was hard at ir.

“ Have you noticed who the people are with money, ladies and
gentlemen? The publicans! Who is it that can afford to buy
iurs? The publican’s wife. Who had the most money to spend
at Christmas? The publicans." He paused to regain his breath
and then went on again “ And who is it that pays for all their
pleasures? You, ladies and gentlemen. You. They lead a life
oi luxury on your money."

A fortnight lafer a husband and wife met the lecturer and
thanked him for his splendid advice. " Ah," he said, " I'm glad
then, that you've given up drink."

“ Oh. it isn't that," said the husband. “ We've bought a
pub."
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THoUcI»IT HE SAID “ CLAi<E'I."

The slightly deaf old sportsman, feeling nm down, consulted
his doctor who, after examination, prescribed carrot and plenty of
it.

" How shall I take it? "

" Any way you like and as much as you like."
A month later the patient returned in bursting health.

Capital," said the doctor; " carry on with the carrot."
" The what? "

The carrot.”
Carrot? Good heavens, 1 thought you said claret, I've

been drinking rnree bottles n day fer die last four weeks ~

IN'Io THE DEPTHS.

"We must get to the bottom of this."
"What is it? "

" A bottle of Scotch."

THIs Is WHAT You Ani; Surrisnmo Frou!
In view of the human weakness that ma.kes so many persons

love to talk about their ailments, especially if their disease is oi an
uncommon character or has an impressive name, an American
paper gives a list of medical terms for the ordinary aches and pains,
and suggests that readers may secure increased consideration by
using them.

Thus earache should be referred to as tolagia; headache as
eeplielngie toothache as edenrelgie whooping eengn as pertussis
and near-sightedness as myopia.

Difficulty in speaking is dysphonia, and of swallowing
dysphagia; loss of appetite is anorexia, and ii you blister it is
vesication.

Even our failings oi character may be made to sound almost
like virtues by a judicious employment of the proper technical
terms; for instance, a bad disposition seems almost respectable
when spoken of as a cacoethic condition, or laziness when referred
to as atony.

THE LIGHT AND DARK BLUES.

The familiar Boat Race colours, which will soon be much in
evidence in the buttonholes, were adopted almost by accident.
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In 1836, just as the Cambridge boat was putting off for the

race, it was noticed that none of the crew wore any distinctive
colour, and one of their friends dashed off to the nearest drapers
to remedy the defect. The best thing available was a length of

Eton Blue ribbon, with which he ran back and decorated both the
boat and the oarsmen.

As it seemed to bring them luck, Cambridge adopted Light

blue as a permanent emblem, and Oxford darkened their shade of

blue to emphasise the contrast.

HUGGERY AND EMBRAcERv.

The curious-sounding charge of "conspiring with a company
to commit champerty and barratry " recently before the courts
is a reminder of other unusual charges occasionally heard of within

the law.

One such is that of " embracery," which is not so romantic
as it sounds, but involves attempts to influence a jury. Another
is " huggery," which has been defined as " the practice of courting
an attorney with a view of obtaining professional ernploynient,"
an offence against professional etiquette.

THE Sci-lootnov ScoRED.

A eerpnlent teacher was giving a lesson to a class of small
children on a canary.

TEACHER " Can any boy tell me what a canary can do and
I can't? "

SHARP BOY “ Please, Miss, have a bath in a saucer "

A DECALOGUE oN DRESSING,

Here are " Ten Commandments " on how to be well dressed,
given by an Austrian designer :-

(1) Avoid fripperies.
(2) Invest only in fabrics of good quality.
(3) Dress to suit yourself, not your best friend.
(4) Shun "noisy" clothes.
(5) Don't be a slave to fashion edicts.

1)on't worry about the price!
Don't try to be the “ last word."

(8) Don't strive for a. larger wardrobe.
(9) Avoid cheap-looking accessories.

(Io) Don’t try to be different.

They are all pretty good except No. (6), which is a bit difficult
at dmes.
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SOCIAL CLUB.

REcoRu c,A'lHEi<rNt. Ai REAnrNc_

THE Town AND BREWERY DevEr_oi=MEN'rs.

WARM 'rRiB\;'rEs ro THE l>REsrDEN'r.

There was at large and influential gathering in Reading Town
Hall on Saturday, _lanuary 18th, the occasion of the fifteenth annual

dinner of sirnontls' Social Club. The event proved highly pleasant.
Mr, lf. A. Simonrls, President of the Club, was in the chair, and others

present included Mr. S. V. Sliea»Simonds, Mr. _l. H. Simonds, _[.P.,

Commander H. D. Siinonds, Mr. L. A. Simonds, The Mayor (Mr.

W. H. Bale), the Deputy Mayor (Dr, G. H. R. Holden), Mr. R. H. R.
Palmer (High Sheriff of lserkshire), the Rev. H. Bonsey, canon
Keman, Mr. L. Victor Smith (Huntley, Boome & Stevens), Colonel

W. Sharp, Mr. D. Tnrqnantl Young (Turquand Young & Co.)r
Captain Lt E. \Va_rd tHinitley & Paliners, Ltd), Mr. W. H. sonnrly
(S. M. Soundy & Son), Mr. H. H, lsolsey (Royal Insurance co),

Mr. VV. P. Colebrook (Colebrook & Co., Ltd.), Mr. C. B. Booth
and Mr. C. VV, N. Sharp (Cooksey 6; VValker), Mr. H. F, Dunster,
snpt. Osborne, Mr. E. 5. Phipps, Mr. F. c. Hawkes, Mr. c, E. Gough,
Mr. c. Bennett, l\lr. w. H. wigley, Mr. F. L, Shrimpton (Ludgershall)
Mr. P. F. Knapp, l\lr /\. G. Richardson, Mr.  Bird, Mr. A. \V.C.

Bowyer, ltlr. J. B. Biggs, Mr. w. ll. Davis, Mr. H. c. Davis, Mr.

F. Josey, Mr. A. D. Lidington, Mr. S. T, \'l/arner, lVlr,]. H, \Vadhams,
Mr. \\`. Bradford. The dinner was admirably organised by Mr.

VV. Bradford, the cncrgctic Hon, Secretary of the Social Club.

In asking thern to <lrink the health ofthe King, the President
(Mr F A sirnonos) said hc knew they would do it with the greatest

possible tervoin- that night, when the whole world was waiting
with rapt attention for further news of the progress of his Majesty's
illness. He was gravely ill and everybody sent their heartfelt
wishes tothe Royal lfaniilv for the King's speedy recovery. They
in the Royal eonnty inore particularly felt for his Majesty, and
waited with the greatest possible anxiety for better news. " 1 do
ask you," concluded Mr. Simonds, " to rise and drink with all the
fcrvour at your Command to the health of his Majesty the King."

The toast was drunk with a subdued and affectionate
enthusiasm.

In proposing the toast of the other members of the Royal
Family, the President said they would all hear in mind their great
anxiety, and the\' all fclt most deeply for them. Might God bless
them all

This toast, too, was drunk with the greatest tervour,
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DIREcroRS REGARDED As FRIENDS.

The Rev. Hugh Bonsey proposed " The Directors." He said
he looked upon it as a very great privilege to propose that toast.
He felt it an honour to be given the title of "Chaplain to the
Brewery," though he did not quite know what his duties really
were. To propose that toast was apparently one of them, and it
was a particularly delightful duty. All present had the highest
regard for the Firm and those who had the responsibility of directing
it. The name of Simonds was held in the highest esteem far and
wide, not only in England but overseas. But that night they looked
upon the Directors not so much as those controlling the interests
of that large business, but as friends. (Loud applause.) He

certainly felt that himself. When he came to the parish of St.
Giles', which included the Brewery, he was welcomed as a friend,
and the Directors had extended to him great kindness on more
than one occasion. " l often think," added Mr. Bonsey, " though
I have never had any connection with any business, that there
must be a tremendous responsibility upon those who hold tl\e office
of directing and controlling business, not only responsibility from
the business side but from the larger side, for over and above the
question of producing a large turnover there is that which counts
far more. (Applause.) There is the spirit existing between all
engaged in a common enterprise, the spirit of relationship between
the Directors, the whole staff and the body of the employees. I
have had many opportunities of seeing unofficially the wonderful
spirit of goodwill whioh exists throughout the Firrn." (Applause)
That spirit, added Mr. Bonsey, was exemplified when their President
rose, as he did, and asked them to take a glass of wine with them
with his love. That \vas the keynote existing in the happy relation-
ship throughout the Brewery. That real fellowship, that spirit
of comradeship, no matter what their particular occupation might
be, was what mattered most. They seemed to carry on in the
nature of a large family rather than having the distinction of

employer and employed. (Applause) He was sure that all
connected with the Firm looked upon their President and his fellow
Directors as their elder brothers. (Applause) That meant such
a lot. It meant so much in things they could not estimate on a

cash basis, but in those higher and dccper things which mea.nt so

much in life. lt gave him the greatest pleasure to propose that
toast, and he wished the Directors and all associated with the
Finn all prosperity in the coming year.

The toast was drunk with great enthusiasm, and Mr. S. V.
Shea-Simonds, whose name was associated with it, responded. He
said he was very much struck with the proposer's remarks as to

the team spirit at the Brewery. The Directors had always tried
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to foster that spirit, and would continue to do so, and support
everything that tended towards the welfare of their staff and
employees.

SUCCESSFUL FOOTBALL AND ciucKE'r TEAMS.

Mr. L. A. Simonds proposed “ The Social Club." He gave a

short résumé of the activities of the main branches of the club
during the past year. The football eluh had met with unbounded
success, and that year were promoted to the premier division of

the league, in which they remained unbeaten. (Applause.) They
had defeated motors, biscuits and other breweries, which all went
to prove conclusively tllat beer is best, and that Simonds)
(Laughter). He would like to mention the name of Mr. Smith.
the Captain, whose hard work kept the team together so well.
(Applause) The cricket club again had a good season, captained
by that veteran, Mr. Wadhams, who for so many years had taken
such great interest in cricket at the Brewery. Vlfith regard to the

tennis, last year he had a rather sorry tale to tell, but this year
they had done very rnueh herter, having played five niatehes, won
two and lost three, Their thanks were due to Mr. James, their
secretary last year, who worked very hard, and Mr. Huddy, who
was taking over those duties this year. Last year they were
unfortunately unable to have a fete, but this year they were to

have one on August zznd. On the last occasion when they held
their fete they received wonderful help from all parts of the
Brewery. He appealed to all to go even one better this year, and
make the fete an even greater success than the previous one. As

to the team spirit, nowhere \vas that more exemplified than at the

Social Club, which was the heart of the Brewery during its play
time. He must refer to Mr. Bradford, who worked so hard for
the club, and Nlr. Hawkes, Chairman of the Committee, without
whose efforts the club could not he the successful institution it
had undoubtedly proved to be. (Applause)

Mr. F. C. Hawkes, whose name was coupled with the toast,
thought they would agree that the club was functioning and carrying
out to the fullest extent the benefits for which it was so kindly

provided by the Directors. Mr. Simonds’ kind speech and their
generous response would prove a great encouragement and provide
a further incentive to the Committee to carry on the work. For
fourteen years-on one occasion he was prevented from being
present-it had been his privilege to respond to that toast. They
always bore in mind on those occasions that it was due to thc kindly

thought and generosity ofthe Directors that they had such wonder-
fully commodious premises in which to have their recreations.
Their eluh was a very great aid in promoting the team spirit for

which the firm had been so noted. Long might that happy state
of affairs continue! (Applause)
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BEER, Biscuns, infer AND 'Bl\cc\'.
Commander H. D. Simonds, R.N., proposed " The Visitors "

and at the outset congratulated Mr. Bradford on his " bag " that
night. 'rlrey seemed to get better and better every year. They
were very honoured in having with tlrern his \’Vorship the Mayor.
(Applause) They were honoured not only because he was the
Mayor, hut because he was surli a thoroughly good fellow. Reading
had always been a very up-to-date place, but, of late, they were
getting a little behind the tirnes. Other towns had been producing
quins and quads. The Mayor, in his spare time, was interested
in the tobacco trade, and with the assistance of Mr. Colebrook
and the representatives of Messrs. Huntley & Palmers, they were
able to produce thc quadruplct “ 15's " which made life worth
living, via., beer, biscuits, heet and 'haery (Applause) But,
speaking seriously, he did not know how niany- of them knew
what the worlr of a Mayor was. Among other things he was an
ex-officio member of every eoinniittee and suh-eornnaittee of the
Town Council. But Mr, Bale stood the strain extremely well
and was a most efficient Mayor. They were also honoured by the
presence or the High Sheriff of Beilrsliire, llilr, Reggie Palmer.
In addition to holding that office, Mr. Palmer played a prominent
part in the great firm of Huntley & Palmers, he was a Master of
Hounds, and, what always went with that, a master of language.
(Laughter) They also had the Deputy Mayor with them. They
were glad to see him well after his strenuous year of office. The
manner in which he carried out his duties reflected infinite credit
on him. (Applause) He would not count their Chaplain as a
visitor, because he was one of them. They were glad to see the
Army represented by their old friend, Colonel Sharp, who was
always a welcome guest wherever the Hop Leaf flew. Other
guests included Mr. Turquand-Young and many from their allied
companies. That made them feel thev were all one happy family,
and that they hoped they would long continue to he. (Applause)

A 'rowlzlz or srreralmrrl.

The Mayor responded and said they would agree that it was
no easy matter to reply adequately for such a distinguished eornpany
of visitors. No one who took an interest in the progress and
development of that town could be insensible to the great part
which Messrs. H. 5: G. Simonds had taken in that development.
In the past few years that part had been intensified, due, he was
confident, in no small measure to the very hard work of their
President, Mr. Eric Simonds. (Applause) He was a tower of

strength to the firm. The town of Reading had a great deal to

thank H. & G. Siinonds for. They had only to look round and
see the great improvement which the company had made and

continued to make in their houses. That provided a great amount
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of employment, They were also developing their business by the
acquisition of smaller breweries. Had they not done so they
themselves might possibly have been absorbed, and that would
not have been for the benefit of Reading. Commander Simonds

rendered most valuable assistance on the Town Council, His
wonderful knowledge of engineering and transport was of enormous
benefit to the committees on which he served.

Mr. J. H. Simonds proposed "The President," and said he
knew they would drink with the greatest enthusiasm the toast of

Mr. Eric. (Loud applause.) What his value was to that firm
and its employees no one could say, and they all knew what a
very great interest he took in every individual member of the staff
and everything connected with their welfare. There was only
one thing he would have liked to have had there that night besides
Mr. Eric and that was the beautiful portrait presented to him
by the shareholders, and which was now on view in the board room
at the Brewery.

The toast was received with the utmost enthusiasm and the
singing of “ For he's a jolly good fellow."

“ enrcovlvlianr wourn BE iN m;AniNc."

Rising to respond, Mr. Simonds received an ovation. He
thanked them for the princely manner in which they had received
the toast. He did appreciate that one great annual gesture of

their great friendship and loyalty. Mr, John Simonds had rerened
to that magnificent gift presented to him by the company. That
would be treasured by himself, and, he hoped, for generations to

come, most highly as a very happy gesture of the companys good-
will to liini. (Applause) That was as great a gathering as ever

and reminded him of the gatherings held many years ago in the
upper room of the Crown Inn, Crovim Street. Might he mention
one or two outstanding events of the past year First of aLl there
was the acquisition of that business at Bristol, by means of which
he hoped to be able to blaze the trail of the Hop Leaf from London
to Penzance and through South Wales. (Applause) The Mayor
had alluded to what might have happened if someone had swallowed
them instead or them swallowing other people. It would have
meant ninth less employment in Reading, though perhaps rnore
employment in London and Bristol. But now that employment
would be in Reading. (Applause) Thanks to the abominable
elements in September, the canvas in connection with their military
department was put to the greatest strain to which it had ever
been subjected. They suffered considerable loss, but they carried
on in a manner which added greatly to their prestige, and their
thanks were due to the men of the canvas and transport departments
for the admirable manner in which under such difficult circumstances
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they carried out their contracts. During the tugs and frosts about
Christmas time their entire transport fleet came out el the ordeal
with the greatest possible Credit. (Applause) Not asingle delivery
was missed, and he must make special reference to Commander
Sinirmds and the whole of the transport staff on their great achieve-
ment. Now he would allude to a matter of more general interest
to the brewing trade.

l\i<r;wi;iw TRADE Arm Hohiii-Gnowrl Ls.\i<i.EY

In rug; uuahg to the rlaihuge caused by thc Snowden Budget.
the hr~ewirig tretle get ihte very lbw water, rrriel they struck a
bargain-n geritlerrteife riereerrieut-witli the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, that under vcrtain coiiditimis the brewiiig trade would
undertake to use ah irierearerl quantity of lrarrie-grawri barley in
the brewing uf their beers, H0 was Chairinan uf the Bre\\'ers`

Society at the time and was resplihsihle fer rrieltihg that gerrtlerrrertx
agreerheht The agreerrieht had been earrierl uut riruet r-eligirrriely
arirl br the letter by the whole ut the brewing rrarle The trade
had beerr attacked rreiu iuahy iguui-uht quarters, arirl ther had
been told they harl hut kept to thc agreerirerit Over :ind river
agarri they had prr»aurr~rl irrefutable figures prrayirrr; that tht-
agreerrirrit harl been kept, arrrl it were their iaterrtipri tu continue
to keep the agreeruer\t_ Mr. siiuerirle weirt uh etrrriigly tri eritieiee
a letter by Mr. iihirglas vairtlereteeea puhlislied ur The Times
‘rhey ur the brewirig trade, lil: arlrlurl, would never sit tlewii willingli
to any legielahuri iraprreerl upari therh riereeeiraririg using any
materials which they did not think were the best iur brewing heel'
suitable for their custuiners and which would not maintain the hesl
trarlrtieue of Eriglieh brewirig, lihey had yer ta learn why the
iarrriiag irrrluetry shuulu errrrgete tri therrreelyee the right to rhalre
bacon out of free imported barley from Persia and Deninnrk, il

the brewers were reetrieterl from using lrrreigri barley where they
thuught it rieeeeeary ur brder- ur raeurrtuiri the high qualities ur their
beers, 'rhey thrl het see why they eheultl be rerapellerl to use the
husks which the swine yrrrultl hat eat, Perhaps they were aperr tri
criticism in that they had been able by their etiiirrs to make some
bigger profits thari ih the past. They had rriatie ebrue beltl lrriaheial
moves acquiring other businesses, zmd that had been for the benefit

ot Rearliag, uuru riut tri the rliearly-aritwe of ariy of their euiplrryeee.
That peliey they wrrulel tbritiruie to pursue. Ile had completed
35 years' service with the Firm when he started his 36th year oil
Monday, and llc hoped that would he the beginning of anutliei'
very happy yrar far the ebrirpahy. lheutl applause)

Mr. lf. \_ Simlmds had to leavr before the conclusion nf tht*
proceedings, and Mr. lf. C. Hawkes succeeded him in the chair,
ahtl their the rrpperturiity ol tliahkihg the artistes. Messrs. Parelaiy
and staff, and all who had curitrihuted tn the success ot the evening
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ds’SocialClubintheLargeTownHall,
ontheAnnualDinnerofSimatPhetegrephelthegatherihg

18th.

ding,onSaturday,JanuaryRea
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DON’T WE KNOW IT?
Ii you would get a favour done by some obliging friend,

Atnd want a promise, safe and sure, on which you can depend,
Don’t go to him wllo always has much leisure time to plan,
But if you want your favour done, just ask the busy man,

The man with leisure never has a moment he can spare,
I{e's always " putting oft," until his friends are in despair.

But he whose every waking hour is crowded tull of work
Finrgets the art of wasting time; he eennel stop to shirk.

So when you want a favour, and want it right away,
Go to the man who constantly works sixteen hours a day,
I-ie'll find a moment sure, somewhere, that has no other use,

Aiid help you while the idle man is framing an excuse.

A GREAT THOUGHT.
Discretien is the tnnhnni eh the hill of li/e. It enables mah to

see the noblest and best o/'life and points out the proper means of attain-
ing it. lt broadens man's vision along his horizon, and he is better
able to choose his path with his eyes so opened. He gathers strength

in its exercise, nha the him he ialltnnar discretion, We sense and

proper balanee are developed.

The discreet man does not look at a problem as it affects him

in the present moment. He looks ahead to the fntare, and scans the

pnrrtbtlthes which may arise. He has foresight and gina judgment.

He looks at li/e without magnifying or minimising its importance.
He acts with eansistence according to his belie/, and resists advantages

the npptflahaas presented to him which rn Uni nflnhe with the nobk

principle of honour.

In every path of life discretion finds the best and the right way
to attain ene`s goal. The struggle between reason and temper is won
Mien discretion plays a part, for it sets ns the proper balance in e1/ery

action of man. He knows and considers the 1/alne of We he is aware

that at best it is short, and for the time allotted to him he is accountable.

The contemplation of this truth keeps him alert and an guard against
the temptations of the world. He does not lose sight of the purpose

of his creation,
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WORDS OF WISDOM.
Charity does not grudge the happiness of others.

If all the good people were clever,
And all the clever people were good,

The world would be nicer than ever
We thought that it possibly could.

But somehow, 'tis seldom or never
The two hit it off as they should;

The good are so harsh to the clever,
Tlre clever se rude to the good.

The best preeelnng is example. Hrnnrllly is the secret.

A firm superior gets things done quickly, A gentle one gets
them done well.

To preserve our cheerfulness amid sicknesses and troubles is a
sign of n right and good spirit.

“ A garden is fl lovesome thing, God wot
Rose plnr, lrlngerl pool, ferned grot-
‘l`l\c veliest school of peace
Not God in garclens when the eve is cool
Nay but 1 have a sig-n

'Tis very sure God walks in mine."

Men never get me ing or busy to listen while you tell them
how wonderful they are.

It may be better for you to have but_litt.le rnfher ellen rnnen,
for your pride to feed on.

To try to be bright and amiable when our hearts are sore-
whclt an act of love that is!

"§"’8€="”3G'
v/_xggliggv
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THE LATE MR. THOMAS HARRIS,

His many friends in Newbury and District were much grieved
to learn ot the passing away on December 23rd last oi Mr. Thomas
Harris, who was for many years the licensee of the Castle Inn,
Northbrook Street, Newbury. The shook was greater because of

the suddenness of his death, also as it occurred practically on the

eve of Christmas.
Mr. Harris was a soldier by profession, having enlisted in the

3rd Dragoon Guards in April, 18go, being transferred to the 4th
Royal Irish Dragoon Guards in 1899. He saw much service in

India and Africa, and proceeded to France with his regiment in

August, 1914, where he took part in the epic retreat from Mons.

It is recorded that, at great personal risk, he volunteered to convey
food, etc., to the front line trenches, He was a great favourite
with all ranks in his regiment because of his fearlessness on active
service, his consideration for his men at all times, and his fairness
and helpfulness to all ranks. He was invalided home in 1916

and dernohilised in April, 1919, with the rank of Warrant Officer.
It can saiely he said that he lived and died a soldier. His con-
versation was full ot his military experientes, and of his great loyalty
to King and country. He would, on all notable anniversaries
and national events, fly a large Union Jnek and he always expressed
the wish tb be wrapped in this flag and be buried in that national
emblem. This wish was complied with. A representative body
of the British Legion was present at the graveside.

During his tenancy at the Castle Inn, he established a

reputation for generosity, and never tumed a man away witllout
help and reireshment.

His service brought him into contact with our Military
Managers, to whom he was well known. Having been a great
supporter of ours in the Army, it was fitting that his business
career should have brought him a further association with us.

To his widow and family we extend our deepest sympathy.

R ,I .P.
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HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

To prevent milk from boiling over in just that very second
when you take your eye off it, before putting it into the saucepan,
rub the edge oi the saucepan with butter.

is
iv is »=

Moisten a pound of sawdust with enough turps to make it
form easily into little halls. Two or three of these and some news-

paper with small real on top form an easily lit fire.

is rr it ar

Turps cures roms, and is the best thing to apply to sprains
and muscular pains, and is good for rheumatism. Mix it with
equal parts of olive oil and methylated spirits ior this purpose.

ar x m x

old socks serve a useful and labour-saving purpose Like this.
Place a sinall quantity of soft soap in the foot of an old sock and
use in place of a scrubbing brush for washing floors, especially line.
The dirt eomes away without much rubbing, and the pattern of

lino is not srrubbetl off'

CABARET JOYS AT THE HEIGHTS.

oitosvrroiz snow ro an A izeoul./tit FEATURE.

The joys of a cabaret were introduced to dancers at the
Grosvenor House Hotel, Caversham Heights, for the first time
on january 15th, says The Evening Gazelle.

The" bill " was a double one, the first half consisting of cartoons
and singing by Rupert Harvey. His skill at " taking off " famous
likenesses with a few lightning strokes was uncanny, but what
his audience really liked was when he picked on someone in the
room as a victim of his art.

The Luxton Sisters, who followed, were equally good in a very
different style. They gave an excellent display of tap and acrobatic
dancing.

Captain Foreman told The Evening Gazelle that cabaret
is to be a regular feature of entertainment at Grosvenor House
and that he intends to make it a habit on Wednesday evenings.

On january 22nd Kermeth Jackson and Anita provided
entertainment in song, dancing and illusions,
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THE CUP TIE.

READING Lack rumen.

Reading. ........,......,, I Manchester United ...,....,......,. 3

There was little skill in this match at Reading, but the home
side had enough of the match to suggest that a draw would have

been a better result. But against that their play was the kind
tllgat does not create openings, nor had they a forward who could
s oot.

Manchester United did at least make three goals in their few
attacks, but one had the feeling that if their defence had been pressed
a lot of trouble might have followed.

The Manchester defence was slow, even against a forward line
that tried to tip-tap the ball on a heavy ground, but Reading

never realised that their great opportunity was to swing the ball
about.

Had net Reading wisely gene all ent in attack late in the ganie,
when the score was 2-r, we might not have seen the brightest
incident of the match. Eight Reading men were attacking when
a long clearance sent Mutch, the United centre-forward, Clean away.
He was fouled just outside the penalty area. McKay took the kick,

and instead of blindly banging the hall~a wall of defenders was
set up~he merely passed to Mutch, who could not help scoring.
That, at least, was clever.

Mural-l's FINE RUN.

The first half was a peculiar affair. Manchester United did
not attack more than a few times, yet they scored twice.

It is hard to tell what happened te the Reading defence. Each
time there did net seem to be opposition. Manley was completely

~unmarked when he scored, and Mutch ran more than 50 yards
with the ball before shooting through.

Pateman scored Readings goal when he was at centre-forward.
Tait was elf just after the interval, and when he returned he played
at outside left. But 1 doubt if this was any handicap. Readings

only handicap was their tactics. Inside forwards too far back and
no punch or life in attack.
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ON NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS.

MAKE rl-rEM~wl-li-:rl-lea You lu-:EP THEM orc EREAK rrrEn.

Grandmother stuck to her point. "I think New Yea.r's
resolutions are good," she said, "even if some are broken."

" But the trouble is, Mother," put in Uncle Ted, " that they
always are broken."

The discussion had arisen around the dinner table on Christmas
Day. Aunt Belle began it. She had been teasing her friend,
Martha Blake, for admitting that she had made several resolutions
ter the New Year, Five»year-old Billy had just asked what
resolutions were, when Grandmother announced her views.

" Oi Course they are broken, Ted," she addressed her bachelor
son, "They were made to be broken. If they were not, many
of us would be angels before our time. But"wan<1 slle neatly
slipped her napkin inte its silver ring-” a good resolution that is
followed even for a while has its good effects."

" And if you break it, you can always take it up again," Martha
smiled across the centre-piece to Ted. “ Havclft you done that
millions of times when you've hreken ether rnles, or dene things
you're not proud of? "

" But it sounds so portentously serious to be making New
Year's resolutions," Ted objected. " The trouble is most of us
take ourselves and our problems too seriously, We probably
would not have these trade depressions or so much of them if
we knew how to throw ofi things a little more. What I want to
do is to establish a more clleerful attitude towards everything.
We've had enough of gloom."

Grandfather flicked the ash from his Christmas cigar, " There's
your chance, son," he laughed. " Let’s all try to take ourselves

and our troubles less seriously next year? \Vhat do you say,
Grandmother? "

No one could resist Grandfatllefs infectious gaiety, It was
a large part of his charm that he gave the impression of never
having had a dull mcment in his life.

Without doubt, William Shakespeare hit the nail on the head
when he said " there's nothing eitller good or bad but thinking makes
it so." Some of our unhappiest moments are caused not by
extemal conditions, but hy our attitude towards those conditions,
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Our sympathies went out to our friend Mr. C. B, Cox, who
lost his father rather suddenly. His father was a dear old sort
and ri good friend of the Firrn. Our sincere regrets are hereby
recorded.

Reading Football Club have had rather a disastrous month
both in cup and league. Naturally the critic has had a busy time
telling us what is the matter with the team and all the rest of it.Promotion by no means seems so certain now. However, the
finish-up of the league will be (or should be) rather exciting.Injuries have played havoc with Reading and not having good
enough reserve strength has told its inevitable tale. The worst
pert of it all is that support is likely to fall ufl during the remainingmatches, At one time Reading, with a five points lead, seemed
certain of prrrnrutiun.

Aldersliut ere by no means playing very convincingly, but willprebebly he " all eut " in the return match sliertly at lzlrn Purlr.
Plymouth are finding Lendnn ri happy hunting ground for

points in the league, although they inet their Vilaterloo sit the
hands (ur feet) of Chelsea. One great source of satisfaction fur
Plymouth " fans " rriust be the splendid return to furrn of Sammy
Black, their dutsideeleft,

Portsmouth are having a fairly successful time but I feel
they do not like Manchester City, who defeated them at Manchester

in the eup and then fnllrnved this up by defeating Pompey atFratton Park.

Brighton are well up in the league rind have r centre-forward
vvhn can score goals. ohl Law.

Both Bristol teams seem rnueh of rr inuehness und one is never
certain what they will do nerr.

The Brewery First Eleven have been having e vcry successful
tirne and they ere rr distinct credit to their league.

cnlmces or rmmurs.

The following changes and transfers have taken place duringJanuary, and re all tenants we wish every success 1-
Tlie Fir Trees, Cold Ash (H. & G. Sinionds Ltd.)~Mrs. K. E.

Hamblin.
The Royal Oak, Knaphill, Woking (Asllbi/'s Staines BreweryLtd.)-Mrs. M. Searle.

The Harrow, Langley (Ashby's Staines Brewery Ltd.)-Mr.
C. D. Straughen;
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The Crown, Woodstock (H. & G, Simonds Ltd.)--Mr. C. D.
Skene.

The Plough, Horton (H. 8: G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mrs. M, F.

Ralph.
The Royal Standard, Egham (Ashhy`s Staines Brewery Ltd.)-

Mr. W. R. Martin.

The Brickmaker's Arms, Moor Common (VVheeler's Wycombe
Breweries Lt<i.)~Mr. T. ]. V\`oodhous»e.

A NATURE NOTE.
(ev c.l-i.P.).

sr<;Ns AND soUNDs or SPRING.

Fox AND Pl-lEAsAN'l‘.

Though we are still experiencing cold winds and sharp frosts
there are many sounds and signs of spring. The buds are gradually
shedding their greatcoats in which they have been wrapped so

rverin during the winter months, here and there you may come
across a flower in bloom, while many birds are mating. The
chaffinches wllicl\, throughout the winter, go about in companies
of males and females have already sorted themselves out for the
summer season and now you will rarely find a lady chaffinch who
is not accompanied by a gentleman of the same species. Soon
innny of the migrants will be here.

N.~\'l`UR1~:’s RA'r»cA'rcl-lens.

Once again quite recently I saw a heron catch and devour a

water rat or vole. Perhaps at the mention of Nature’s rat-
catchers, we may think first of all of dogs, cats, stoats, wetgels,
end ferrets. Truly, these animals rrtnlt high amongst the successful
enemies of rats; but there are other creatures which are not one
whit the less determined and capable. There is the fox, for instance.
Reynard is a clever rat-catcher; his dietary is composed very
largely of rats.

Then there is the badger. Brock, in search of rats, will dig
most assiduously. It is his paxtiality for rats which, sometimes,
leads him to the farmyard.

Next tllere is the otter, as skilful in the capture of rats as in
the art of securing eels and coarse fishes from the streams and
ponds. Aniungst birds, many besides the heron assist in keeping
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devel the nil pepiilntien. Owls of all speeies, pei-egfin feleens,
speriewehnwles, kestrels end, where they ere resident, ravens and
buzzarrls, are determined crlcmies ul rats, and merit our protvctloll.

srolirs AM: l<l\\slsl'l's.

'rhefe is en interesting letter in The mhz concerning stoats
and eehhits. lille wviter is satisfied fnlni liis observation thet
rabbits are nhl inesrnelised. " It they net be generally known,"
he adds, " that rabbits tnivel ei lhng wey when lninted, and 1 have
myself followed e hunt npwinel for e nnle. This ran he eenlinned
il the eehhit is pieleed up just alter the kill, lieeeiise it quicklv
becomes rigid, At the end hi the nnn the steet hamstringa its
victim. 1 lieve on seveiel eeensidns witnessed this. Thus il the
steet is shot ur driven eff before it hes time to get at the neele, the
nehhit will be found quite enehle to nihve :md ninst be destievea.
steets, except when they have veiing, usually linnt in the eeily
ineihine when rabbits have i-etiinied to their enitlis or to e form.
The eclected qiiefiv is driven heni the lenn and killed len lnlni its
Iellows, wlie are ignorant ol the tragedy. A sheet will tlnis live
enneng ei eelenv ol rabbits, wlie iiill continue td feed even while it
is playing about near them."

.li cUNN1NG Fox,

The eiininng wevs of foxes ere well known, A friend ei inine
tells me he wes het slieeting the ether day when he sew e fox
hanging elient just outside the covert tliet wes heing shet_ And it
seemed tliet what that rex had been whiting fer soon eppeeied in
the shape hi e wennded plieesent. 'rhengli " winged," the bird

eenld ren like n have init it lied no sehnee left the weed than the
thx gave chase and there, iight ni front of the gun, eenglit the

pheasant etid eenried it ull triumpllantly.

TRENGTHENS THE ODY

TIMULATES THE RAIN
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SIMONDS ATHLETIC FOOTBALL CLUB.

ANNUAL

Carnival Dance
will be held at

THE OXFORD BALLROOM

Friday, February 21st, 1936,
8 p.m. to 2 n.m.

THE OXFORD SYNCOPATORS
Under the leadership of Miss Gladys Keep.

WALTZ & FOX-TROI` COMPETITIONS

Judged by

Mr. Derrick Franklyn and Miss Vera White.

PRIZES FOR LUCKY SPOTS, Etc.

TICKETS, 2/-. AT THE DOOR 2/6.

Dress Optional. Right of Admission Reserved,
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THE LIGHTER SIDE.
Johnson " So you gave up trying to teach your wife to drive

the car? ”

Wu.uAMs: " Yes. When I told her to release her clutch
she let go of the steering wheel."

ss s a a

Tr-ua PARENT: " It Shakespeare were alive to-day wouldn’t
he be looked upon as a remarkable man? "

BR!Gi;rr BOY (decidedly) " He'd be more than three hundred
yea.rs old.

a a a a

lie was, in fact, the absent-minded professor, and he was strap-hlngtng in a. tram. The other ann clasped half a dozen bundles.
He swayed to and fro, Slowly his face took on a look ofapprehension.

" Can I help you, sir? " asked the conductor.
"Yes," said the professor, 'th l’ I. "H

strap while I get my fare out." WI re le Od on to this
»¢ s a »=

A teacher had been giving the class a lecture on motor cars.At the conclusion she inquired: " Now, Children, which of youcan tell me the most dangerous part of a motor?"
dnvéply can, miss." Pfvmptly answered a small hey. "The

r ~ s s.

dmixgigalz " lsn’t it wonderful how the waves keep mumg m,

hom§lv;;;ijp: " Yes, they remind me of the household bills at

» e e r
of “line young lady entered the stationer's and asked for a pound

" Wax. madam? " echoed the shop assistant.
gzs, answered the girl. " Wax for polishing the floor."

," replied the oth " ¢We keep is sealing wax-H er we are s ationers. The only wax

“ Bother " exclaimed the maiden, sharply. " That's he use
i\l§e=l§émX;e're having a dance, and I want to wax the floor, not

Ti-na l-lov LE.-\F GAZETTE, 237

An Irishman got a job at a railway station. When the Iirst
train came in, however, he forgot the name oi the station, so he
called out " Here ye are lor where ye are going. All in there
for here, come out "

» ~ a ~

A very corpulent man was walking one day in the East End
oi London, when a little girl ran round a comer and charged into
him. She tell dovm, and the man stopped and picked her up.
" There, there, my dear," he said, trying to stop her tears. " You
will soon be all right. You are more frightened than hurt. What
is your name ? "

" Mary." she sobbed out.

" Ah! " said thc man, kindly, " I have a little Mary."

" Not 'arf yer ain't," cried thc child, " and it 'urtsl "

»s ff a »=

" Couidfrt 1 go as e niilkmaid, mummy? "

“ I'm afraid you would be too small, dear."
" But I could gn as a condensed milkmaid, mummy,

couldn’t I ? "
a it s »¢

A schoolmaster was giving a lesson on wasted energy to a class
of boys, illustrating his subject by various examples as to how
energy could be wasted.

At the conclusion of the lesson the master asked the boys
if any of them could give an example oi wasted energy.

Instantly a hand shot up,

" Well, Wilkins, can you give me an example? "

"Please, sir, telling a hair-raising story to a bald-headed
man "

x x » s

WIFE (doing crossword) " What is another name lor a female
sheep? "

Husemmn “ Ewe."
And that started the unpleasantness of the evening,

n 1 1 n

Vrsuonz “And what is your name, my little man '”

BOY “ Henry, sir."
Vxsiron “ Why did your parents name you Henry? "

Bov “ I'm the eighth, sir "
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EMPLOYER im aPplicant): "What are you? Worried or
single ? "

a »= it nr

Mr, and Mrs, Kuhan were touring in Italy. When they
arrived in Pisa, Mrs. Kohan pattered her 260 pounds up the spiralstairway of the famous Leaning Tower, leaving her husband below.

She leaned far out irom the topmost rampart, waved a scarf
at her husband, and shouted; " Htl Come on up."

Koha.n looked up to the top of the tower for the first time,
and shouted: "Beeky, Becky, get back! You're bending thebuilding."

-ii »=
1- *

A youth walking towards Piccadilly Circus approached achauffeur who was standing by a beautiful limousine. The youth
had noticed on the back oi the car the letters E Y on the number
plate. He asked the chauffeur, "Whats E Y? "

“About 'ali a ton," was the Cockney's proud reply.

u * s 1

Surron (sighing) Well, since you don't want to marry meafter all, perhaps you'll return my ring? "

_Gina (acidly) “ If you must know, your jeweller has gallgd
for it already.”

t »i » er

GoLi=ER: " Hi, caddie! Isn't Major Pepper out of thatbunker yet? How many strokes has he had? "

CADDIE "Seventeen ordinary, sir, and one apoplectic! "

» » it -ii

In the morning the pastor will preach on “ Three ldnlosopliiee
ot Life. and lllra. Smith will sing “lille Lord kno s why,"il

»= t u »r

An English lord was talking to an American boy about his
ancestors. llly grandfather was a very great man," he said.

One day Queen \'ictorla touched his shoulders with a sword,
and made him a lord."

" Aw, that's nothin'," the American boy replied. " One day
Red wing, an Indian, touched my grandfather on the head with
a tomahawk, and made him an angel."
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The manager oi the iurnishing iirm had written a strong letter
to his client, from whom several instalments were overdue.

" Sir," wrote the distressed debtor in reply, " I have numerous
bills to settle, so each week I put them all in a hat and draw six#
these I pay. It may be your turn next week, but no more of your
threats or I won’t put you in mv rafilel "

1
nr

» ii

Uncle Rupert had been lunching at his club, where a party
of the members had been discussing the Darwinian theory, and

he came back chuckling over an incident that had occurred, A

page boy was waiting in the room, and one ot the members said
to him jokingly

“ And what do you think about the theory, i-ny lad? "

"l don't think about it, sir," observed the page. " Maybe
you gentlemen have come irom monkeys, but I know that both my
parents came from Wicklow,"

s=
» ~ fr

The foolish man will go on his knees to a girl, but the Wise
one will see that she is sitting on them.

» 1- e »

The little man dashed along the platform terminus as the train
was moving out, and made for the last compartment at the window
of which a woman was waving her handkerchief. He_was about to

grasp the handle oi the door when a porter pulled him back.

" You mustn't board the train while it's moving," said the
porter. " Besides, that compartment is engaged."

" Engagcdl " shouted the little man, dancing about in his
rage, as he watched thc train disappearing. “ Ot course it’s
engaged; l engaged it myself, and that's my wiie at the window,

off on her honeymoon."

~ -ir =¢ 1

"So you`re a salesman now, eh, Sambo? Do you stand
behind the product you sell? "

" No, sah, I sho dol'\'t."

“ Why, Sambo, I'm surprised at you. You should always
stand behind your product. \\`hat are you selling? "

" Mules "
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The angler had hooked his first fish and had wound it in until
it was jammed against the end of the rod.

“What do I do now? " he asked his bored companion.
"Climb up the rod and stab it!" was the retort.

ii »= =t it

te mA youth had just driven home from college at the close of the
r

" Did you pass everything? " asked his mother anxiously.
"Everything but two motor cycles. They must have had

aeroplane motors in them."

» »= »» »<

'the inspector, examining ti eless, began with johnny Jones,
the star pupil.

" Well, can you tell me what a blizzard is? "

“ Yes," replied Johnny. “ The inside of a duck."

sr »< t ~

" Can you give me a job where I can kecp dressed up and
wr>n't have we inneh work? " send the epplierint.

" I'll keep you in mind," said the oilice manager, " and when
I find two jobs like that vou can have the other one."

s k ¢ »<

snnrn " My vate niistnnk that hair restnrer you sold me for
furniture pelishfl

BARBER “ Then you want another bottle? "

SMITH “ No, I want you to shave the whiskers oil our hall-
stand."

e ¢ nr e

Mls'rREss (to maid under notice): “ Haven`t you finished
cleaning the brasses yet? "

MMD: " Yes. madam, all except your rings and bracelets."

»r ar » x

" What was the first thing that struck you about France? "
asked the travelling acquaintance of the bragging tourist.

" Oh, I think it was those French peasants singing the
Mayonnaise’ " came the reply.

-tr =t » 4<
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An old negro was asked what breed of chickens he considered
the best.

" All kinds has dere merits," he replied. “ De white a.m de
easiest to iind, but de black am de easiest to conceal,”

a at s< 1

A young bride had tour umbrellas given her as wedding
presents, and decided she would change one of them, the gift oi

a Scots friend, for a walking stick for her husband.
She took the umbrel.la to the shop whence it came, and asked

that it might be changed. The assistant said he was afraid it could
not be done.

" But why? " asked the bride. "The name of your shop
is on that label."

" Yes," said the assistant, “ but that's a label for re-covering.”

a= »= # a

The place was crowded. It wesn’t exactly
ri fashionable

wedding, bnt beth bride and bridcgroom had been much in the
public eye-she as an actress, he as a conjuror,

Everything went well until the elergyrneri asked for the ring.

The bridegroom plunged his hand inte his pocket and brought
out a rabbit. Then the horrified look in the clergyman's eyes
and a startled exclamation from the bride made him realise that
something was wrong. He looked down and saw the rabbit.

" Pardon " he said. " Vtlrong act."

a >i= »= »=

BILL: "Beats me why they call these cinema attendants
ushers, Emma."

EMMA; " Don’t be silly, Bill. Dnn't they 'ave to tell people
to keep quiet? "

li- x x :=

Lane, the commercial traveller, entered the restaurant and
espied his triend at a nearby table. As soon as he was seated he
became aware of his friend‘s scanty fare.

“ Whats the matter, old boy? " he asked. “ On diet? "

The other commercial traveller shook his head sadly, " No,"
he repLied, " on commission."



242 THE HOP LEAF GAZETTE.

The parliamentary candidate had thundered through an
impassioned address at his opening meeting. " And," he shouted,

if a he has passed my lips this evening may a tllunderbolt from
Heaven fall on my head "

As he spoke the platform, a fragile affair, collapsed in a cloud
of dust, and the orator disappeared from view, The audience

sat spell-bound. After a iew tense moments, the speaker slowly
emerged from the wreckage.

" Gush " exclaimed ri voice from the reur of the hall, “ its
missed him "

a x a
is

Solly became involved iii an argument. The high words drew
the usual crowd that gathers on such occasions, a.nd before it was
over Solly had suffered some damages, including a broken nose
and two black eyes. The police interfered. His assailant escaped,
but Solly was dragged, protesting, to the police station.

The next morning, when the magistrate had sifted the evidence,
and decided that poor Solly was not to blame, he said to himWhy dldn't you explain the matter to the constable at the time ? "

‘i Exhlain " Cried the injured innocent. " How could I
exblam? Dey handcuffed me before I could say a vord ”

x »<
xr

in

A suburbanite who had lost his last train home observed
outside the station an acquaintance in a slightly part~worn condition,
so he approached him and said, "Would you mind giving me a
lift home? "

" Thatsh aLl ri', ole boy. Step in."
The other taetfully offered to drive and in halt-an-hour's time

they were home.

“ Now," said the driver, looking at his ritqueirittiriees home,
" where's your garage? "

" Don't have a garage, ole boy."
"Then where do you keep your car? "

" Don't have a car, ole boy."
“ But, good lord, when I saw you outside the station in town,

you were leaning against this car."
" I know, ole boy, but when you feel as I do, you got to lean

against something "

»< a in x
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B15 rTY " Heaven sends us our daily bread. doesn't He,
mummy "

Mori-lei: " Yes, dear."
And Santa Clause brings the presents? "

" Yes, dear."
" And the stork brings the babies? "

" Yes, dear."
" Then What's the use of having daddy around? "

it =¢ it -t=

" Mummy," asked Betty, the same little girl, " when I die

and go to Heaven, can I take my best dolly with me? "

" No, dear,” replied her mother,
" Well, can I take my second best ? "

" No, darling. There are no dollies allowed in Heaven. You'll
be su happy there yuu wtm't need to play with them."

The child pondered on this for a moment. " Very well," she
said at last, “ l'll tulre my golliwog and gu to hell."

»= s u ir

Three married men met over a reunion dinner and talked and
wined until the hour was very late, Feeling remorseful, each

decided he would return home and obey his wlfe's [lrst command,
it being understood that if one failed to do so he would pay for the

next dinner. The next week they met to retail their experiences.

Said Ne. 1 "When I get liume I was uriluelry enough to

stumble against the old grandfather clock in the hall, and my

wife shouted down to me, " 'l`l\at's right, break the clock! so I
took up a Croquet mdlet and jolly well did break the clock."

" That's curious," said No. 2. “ I fell against the hat-stand.
and my wife shouted, `i`hat's right, break the hat-stand so, of

course, I did."
" 'l`liet‘s funny," said Ne. 3. " \7Vhen 1 was creeping upstairs

I was unlucky enough to slip back a few steps, and my wife_ called
out, 'That's right, break your neck! and so-well, the dinner s

on me."
=¢ »< »= ir

Anxious to give his wiie u Christmas present, u rna_n_went
into a store and explained his wants. " Vi/ell, now, slr, said the

assistant, “ would you be interested in something nice and new

iii silk stockings? "

The customer coughed. “ Er-let's get this matter of the wife's

present disposed of first, shall we? "
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The magistrate glowered at the man in the witness box. " You
say this man robbed you? " he said, heavily. “ Can you pick out
any oi your property from this heap oi articles found on theprisoner "

" Yes, that's my handkerchief with ‘B’ in the corner," said
the witness.

H “ But that is no proof, my man," snapped the magistrate.
I have a handkerchief with B in the comer."

" Well, I'm not surprised, I lost two handkerchieis,” retorted
the witness.

4= ai » s

On one oi his many prison visits the chaplain found one of theprisoners, who was undergoing a sentence for burglary, very upset.
" What is the matter, my man? " he inquired.

" I've got had news from 'ome, sir."
“ I’m very sony to hear that; what is it? "

" My brother, sir," replied the man, bitterly, " 'e's gone into
the work’ouse. sir; the first of our family to disgrace us."

»= 1 » :=

if. parsoii whn was finishing e round of golf get bnnkered at
the eighteenth. In the process of extracting his ball he got some
sand in his eye.

The eye continued to trouble him when he Went into the club-
house and ordered a glass of milk. \Vhen he tasted the beverage
he looked eppmyingly at the steward and Enid; “This is jollv

good milk."
" Well, sir," grinned the steward, " it ought to be! I put

a dash of rum in it when you winked."

a ii ui »<

The lecturer was giving an iniormal talk on physiology.
" Also," he remarked, " it has recently been found that the human
body contains sulphur."

" Sulphur! " exclaimed the girl in the blue and white blazer.
" And how much sulphur is there, then, in a girl's body? "

" Oh, the amount Varies," said the speaker.
" Ah! "returned the girl. " And is that why some of us make

better matches than others? "

,,.>...-,..s

,~..»
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A young woman, while not conspicuous for beauty, is by no
means so homely as she pretends to be. A young man had been
devoting much time to her, and one everling he said: “ Do you
believe you could learn to care for anybody well enough to marry
him "

She caught her breath, and answered in a low tone: " Yes,
I'm sure I co\1ld.”

" Have you-have you anybody in your mind tor whom you
could care in this way? "

it Yes,”

“Tell me, am I that person? "

She looked at him narrowly for a moment, and then said
“ First answer me one question. Are you doing this for a bet? "

1 in s a

A member of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals went to Spain to open a branch in Barcelona.
When all the oiiicals were gathered together at a meeting,

he asked one oi the Spaniards present what would be the best
way to raise money ior the maintenance of the branch organisation.

"A jolly good bullfight," said the Spaniard.

a s a ie

A motorist was being charged with dangerous driving along
a country lane.

“ Is it a tact," asked the magistrate of the policeman in the
witness box, “ that the defendant's car went round the corner
at thirty miles an hour? "

The policeman nodded. "Yes, sir, it must have been quite
that."

"And what gear was he in? " was the magistrates next
question,

At this the policeman scratched his head and looked puzzled.
" He was travelling too fast ior me to see properly, sir," he said
at last, " but I remember he had a bowler hat and a green scarf on."

n if a 1

M_rs. Maclavish came running into the street, " My little
boy has just swallowed a two-shilling piece " she exclaimed to a

neighbour.

" Gracious! Is the child in danger? " the other asked.
" No, thank goodness," replied Mrs, Ma<:Tavish. " His iather's

gone to London for the day."
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Five brothers lived in Aberdeen, The eldest, Sandy, heard
that there was money to be made abroad, and packed his bag anddeparted.

Ten years later, having made his pile, he returned to Aberdeen,after iirst wiring his four brothers to meet him at the station.
But when the train drew in to his home town he iailed to recognise
the four heavily-bearded strangers who stood waiting on theplatiorm. Then they made themselves known to him and, peering
closely behind their face fungus, he realised that they were indeed
his brothers,

" Oh, and why hae ye grawn sich bonny whuskers ? " he gasped
in amazement.

" Dinna lash y’sel, laddie," one of them answered, “ ye should
never hae packed the razor when ye went awa'."

x s a s

A Scotsman, notorious as a sceptic, had erected a massive
mausoleum for his final rest. One day he noticed an elder ol thekirk gazing at it.

" Strong place, that, David," he said. "It’ll tak’ a mon
some time tae rise up 'oot o' that on the Day of judgment."

“ Hoots, mon," replied David, " ye can gie yersel’ little troubleabout risin’ when that day comes, They’ll tak' the bottom oot o'it and let ye fa’ doon."

x s » x

A Scotch commercial traveller sent his wife a cheque for a
million kisses as a birthday present. He was considerably upset
when a few days later he received the following letter: “DearJock,-I can't begin to express my appreciation of the cheque
you sent me on my birthday, I presented it to the milkman thismommg and he cashed it."

TQ
\_/
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FARNBOROUGH MASONIC CLUB.

THE Foun H Jo1.1_v SAILOR MEN."

A, ¢_ y E. 1, whining
W' §b.i'f,`i.',1§‘.§7-i'°" (Wi1lW';ZT"u;V) fm" 5'“’“>

J. vsomm, sem. <“A»-A M¢“>
The above "jolly sailor boys " have Pmvlded F"“°h “‘?€"'

ment at various concerts and raised large sums for various charities
in the district.
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BRANCHES.
BRIGHTON

With the nation generally, we in Sussex particularly mourn the
death of Rudyard Kipling, our great Empire poet, who made his
home for ma.ny years at Rottingdean, and later at a charming
Sussex spot, Burwash.

He was a great lover of Sussex, as is evidenced by the following
stanza from one of his poems :-

" God gives all men on earth to love,
Bm since man’s heart is small,
Ordains for each one spot shall prove,
Beloved over all.
Each to his choice, and I rejoice
The lot has fall'n to me,
In a fair ground-in a fair ground.
Yea, Sussex by the Sea."

Exit Brighton & I-love Albion, and Reading teams, from theEnglish football cup. Both teams have been overcome by quality
football. Now Reading, go for it, we want to congratulate you
on the league championship.

Christmas at the Ferring Grange Hotel, near Worthing, was
celebrated in the good old-fashioned style, as would be expected
from this well-ma.naged old-style hostelry. The house was full and
the visitors were kept well entertained. The poetical effusion on
the Christmas dinner menu was quite out oi the ordinary, each
item being described in verse.

OXFORD.
WAR DEPARTMENT coNsTAaui.ARv cANrEEN, Drncor.

Entertainment for the month of November ended on a top note
with the visit of the Wallingford Branch of the British Legion.
The programme commenced with two matches on the miniature
range. In both of these we were successful, "A " team of five
members winning by 450 points to 363, and “ B " team of six
members scoring 446 points to 394. P.C. Harris, shooting in " B "
team equalled record for this range by registering 107,

Our appetites for success having been whetted by this
auspicious start, we continued the good work on the billiards table,
scoring 4oo points to 162, P.C.'s Lightfoot and Thomas compiling
breaks of 33 and 28 respectively.
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A miniature Partner Whist Drive for the ladies, supervised by
Mrs, Barnes, showed Mrs. Dixon and Mrs. Thomas as prizewinners.

The " Board " in the Fell Inn again provided plenty of

amusement and our “ feathered " experts continued the good work
by puncturing the doubles, trebles and centre a.nd only one
“ singles " game was lost.

The evening finished with a mixed social and dance, to which
our guests contributed a great deal, a section oi their band, under
the direction of Mr. F. Rust, playing concert items and dance
music in line style.

Mrs. Clark reached her usual high standard in her polished
singing of favourite ballads, Mr. Moody kept us in excellent humour
with some clever patter, monologues and comic songs, Mr. Nunn
contributed light and serious ballads and P.C. Clark finished up by
being impertinent, Piano accompaniments were by Mrs. Barnes,
Mrs. Coles and Mrs. Moody.

Light refreshments were issued under the supervision of Mrs.
Brading. Our steward was, of course, kept busy dispensing his
wares, the Legion showing us that “ Old Soldiers ” do not fade
when there's some work to do and previous set-backs to Wipe oft

the slate.

At the close Colonel Morrell, President of the Legion Branch,
thanked us for a splendid evening and our own President replied

in a similar happy speech.

Our miniature range handicap for a miniature cup given by
a member resulted in a win for P.C, Pullen (handicap +2o) who
recorded ug. The donor of the cup challenged the winner for a

pint of the BEST and lost as his score (handicap +S) was only 110.
Top actual scores in this competition were Ioz each by P.C.’s
Lightfoot and Clark. In the Vauxhall Camp M.R. league we
defeated the R.A.O.C. Sergeants by 546 to 356, Lightfoot again
topping scores with 107. We, however, " caught a tartar ” in the
Privates R.A.O.C. team who beat us by 581 to 568. P.C. Pullen

contributed 106 to our score and the Privates' aggregate score is a

record for this competition,

In the Milton Hill & District billiards league we were successful
against Marlborough Club II by 6oo to 356, Lightfoot again
deserving mention for breaks of 3o and 29. We, however, received
a set hack at Sutton Courtenay, this team proving too good for us
by scoring 575 to 486.
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On December nth a small party of members and wives visited
the Wallingford Branch British Legion, as guests at a band concert.
The band, conducted by Mr. F. Rust, showed a good balance and
the conductor's own arrangement of an entracte, " Thirsa," and a
Community Medley were the outstanding items. The Non»Pessinrists Concert Party showed up well in ei variety of numbers,
the whimsicalities of Mr. Moody, the singing of Mr. King and the
clever setting for Mrs. King and Jean King's version of "The
Generals Fast Asleep " all being attractive. The Rhythm Two
played hot and sweet music in an effective manner.

Our childrens Christmas tea and party on December 21st was
a triumph of organisation, and the happiness of the boys and girls
well repaid P.C. Brading for his hard work in arranging and directing
the function and in decorating our room. The number seated to

tea was r3e and this rnee_l was excellently provided by the N.A. &
A.F.I. After tea, games and competitions were held in our club

room and adults as well as the children joined in heartily. SD
many prizes were won that pressure of space prevents publication
of the long list. The laughter and jollity reached its climax whenFather Christmas appeared in a sleigh dreivn by “ Kellsboro'
jack.” Inspector Bunres inside e genial Santa Claus and Ps.
\Vithey and P_c. Lightfoot eeenpied the skin of rhe gallant
quadruped (our secretary is still doubtful regarding " Kellsboro'
jack " and is compromising). P.C. Rogers acted as " Drabbie ”but was compelled to use a succulent root vegetable to persuade
the " mule." The gay procession proceeded gaily round the room
to the accompaniment of tumultuous cheering and much laughter,
stopping awhile to pick up the Fairy Queen (Renée Clark) and
eventually arrivctl at the " Tree." Father Christmas then dis»
tributed the gifts from the tree, followed up this beneficence by
circling the reorn again, distributing toys and " silver," and finally
returned to his sleigh and, to the strains of "1-le's e jolly good
fellow," rode majestically back to Whcre the good fairies remove
the soot ter his Christmas Eve journeys. During the evening the
ever popular " Aces " provided music for competitors and dancing.
A very happy evening for all ended with a neat speech by Inspector
Barnes, who expressed the appreciation of all members to the
Entertainments Committee and gave some good advice to all.

Our private Xmas Draw took placc on Monday, December 23rd.
Prizes again were so numerous that our secretary got mixed (some
say with his own prizes) and mention of names is therefore omitted.
The draw was followed by a social and dance and again we found
the " Aces " holding a Royal Flush, for they played concert numbers

equally as well as dance music, Singers who were all in excellent
voice were Mrs. Clark, Mrs, Belcher, Mr. Goodge of the Aces, P.C,
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Dixon, who found his latch-key, and P.C. Clark. The lastrnamed
on this occasion was not impertinent. Mr. Nicholas of the _Aces

provided both melody and humour with violin and-whisper lt  
A COMB Mrs. Barnes, Mr. Goodge and Mr. Spindler accompanied
at the piano, with Mr. Nicholas playing violin obligatos,

The Christmas entertainment ended with a splendidly attended
dance on Boxing Night, our good friends the “ Aces '_ again
providing music. An innovation this evening was the showing of a

Charlie Chaplin film and winter sports scenes from the movies
operated by Mr, G. Page. The pictures were clear a.nd Charlies
artistic clowning brought down the house.

P.C. Brading was the successful organiser for all these
diversions a.nd his popularity as Mc continues. Mention should
be made of the private generosity of our President, Inspector Barnes.

We are looking forward to another enjoyable evening for the
New Year’s dance.

A GL/iss or ALE.

There's a comfort within, a content without
An ill or other mar,

Without a lack or irksome doubt.
A harmony at par

With peace and rest from roustabout,
In a glass from the bar.

0 Glass of Ale. of gravity sincere,
Of glowing warmth and zest,

Of joyous froth and fragrant cheer,
Come Give of your best.

'Gainst Winter's cold or Summers heat,
A glass doth provide

An antidote, both apt and meet
And refreshment beside.

Where blizzard, hail and sandstorm beat,
Ale doth help and guide,

O Glass of Ale, to my hand clasp now,
Come Cheer me tonight.

A vision entrancing, your depths endow
A draught to delight
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BRISTOL.

During the past few weeks the following changes have taken
place in the tenancies of our licensed houses in this area :-

The Mayors Arms, Bristol-Mr. C. T. Waters, Bristol,
The Old Crown, Bristol-Mr. H, Oakley, West Hampstead.
The Bath Arms Hotel, Bristolv~Mr. ]. Rowsell, Bristol.
The Glass House Hotel, Bristol-Mr. A. Rhodes, Shir-land.
The Phoenix Hotel, Bristol~Mr. A. L. Douglas, Yeovil.
Off Licence, zo Oxford Street, Bristol-Mrs. S. A. Hathrill,

Bromyard,
We wish these new tenants of the Company all future success,

and we look to them to re-vitalise these several centres of Bristol
activity in the fullest sense. By good service and initiative they
can each make their places worthy of the publ.ic's confidencwand

in whatever capacity our help is needed it is theirs for the asking,
as our older tenants are aware,

Our sympathy is extended in these trying days to those
" eleven o'clock regulars " at the Brewery who are perhaps like

ourselves sorely puzzled at the in-and-out form of the Elm Park
boys since Christmas.

Of late years their usual custom has been to delay everypromotion effort until the half-way stage has been passed, and
then ]ust miss the prize by a ha.ir's breadth. This year the usual
order appears to have been reversed, for after holding the proud
position of leaders for so long, they are now losing ground rapidly,
and we fear for their chances of promotion, especially in view of
the fact that two visits have to be made to Bristol in the near
future,

Both teams here are in need of points, and already our JacobStreet " fans " are suggesting that those vital points are as good
as m the bag, In fact, they suggest that the G.W.R. coaches from
our Berkshire centre could, in keeping with our now close relation»
ship, quite truthfully bear a couple of our wel.l known streamers
amended to read~" Reading league points for Bristol." It would
show a nice friendly spirit anyway in these hard times!

We merely pass the suggestion on to the proper authorities
and, meanwhile, we are counting on meeting many of our Reading
friends on both days, whatever the results.

Don't forget the dates :~
Feb. 15th 1/_ Rovers
March 28th 1/_ City

and may the best teams win!
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.
Christmas passed very quietly with so many of our warships

at the Near East and very nearly the whole of the garrison on
Christmas leave. The weather was much milder than in other parts
of the country, with so little frost that our transport had no
difficulties, and on Christmas Eve we were comparatively slack.
We have had no snow except on the most exposed parts of Dartmoor,
We have had, however, plenty of rain and slight floods. ln our
gardens, roses are still in bloom and to-day we saw one Red Hot
Poker in bloom and also in sheltered spots, primroses. Our herring
fishing season has been the worst on record. A number of East
Coast drifters ca.me to Plymouth, but they have not paid their
expenses. Tremendous gales have waged from Portland to Land's
End, and smaller steamers were wrecked with a deplorable loss of

a number of lives, including some gallant Plymouth sailors.

Mr. _lames Ponstord, our tenant at the Tamar Hotel at

Crownhill, gave his usual treat to a number of orphan boys of the
district. He took them to the Plymouth Palace Theatre panto-
mime, and afterwards to tea at a restaurant. The boys eagerly
look forward to this hospitality and consider him their good fairy.
“ jim " was, not many years ago, the Services champion middle-
weight, and if he could obtain a couple of new ears, a nose and
hands, he could well " make up " as a fairy His heart, however,
is perfect and always was.

We are very sorry th see that the Reading Football Club has
not done well lately. A few weeks ago it appeared that they were
oertain for the Second Division again. We are all looking forward
to an excursion to Reading to see them play Argyle, and to enjoy
the hospitality of headquarters. We have not forgotten how you
entertained us some three or four years ago, and on the return
match we tried to reciprocate. We are not sure whether we were
not rather glad that you lost your cup tie so that you could
concentrate on the league, but we see you have let Queens Park
Rangers steal your heirie record in the league! Please do btiek
up, there is still time.

Plymouth Argyle are not doing too well; they have had an
enormous number of casualties and hardly ever play the sarne men
in successive matches. They have e hit of travelling through the
Christmas matches they visited Tottenham, Newcastle, Norwich
and Manchester in less than eight days. They beat Stockport
away (another long journey) and are now clown against Chelsea
away. The nearest Second Division team to Plymouth is
Southampton, and that joumey takes six hours by train.
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We have only one change in our houses this month 1*
White Hart Inn, St. Marychurch, Torquay-Mr. _]. Wright.

Mr. Wright is a son-inrlaw of Mr. R. F. Evans, our tenant
(Messrs. W. ]. Rogers, Ltd.) of the Union Hotel, St. Marychurch,
Torquay, which was recently handed over to us. Mr. Wright was
formerly goalkeeper hi the Torquay United Arc., arid when he
performed at Elm Park gave a fine display tietweeri the sticks.

The Wine Stores, Paignton, in a national shop window display,
obtained a diploma of merit in the recent competition. They would
have obtained a prize but the window was dressed with various
products, and that precluded the entry for the prize list. The
window was most attractively dressed and great credit is due to
Mr. Gooch and Miss Elliott. The latter certainly has the gift of

tasteful design and we think that the windows are as attractive
as any in the West Country.

Among the many delighted spectators oi " Hit the Deck"
by the Reading Royal County Operatic Society (df whieh Mr.

F. A. Simonds is President) were two members of the Paignton
Amateur Operatic Society, who made the joumey to Reading
specially to see the show, in view oi the lact that the Paignton
Society are producing the same musical comedy in lllareh

They were Mr. F. Cooper Pittrriah, Huh. Treasurer of the
Society, and Mr. E. s. Higgs, the Editor of the Paignton observer,
who is to take the part oi " Bill Smith " in the Paignton production.

Their opinion oi the show was that it was one of the very
finest amateur shows they had Over seen. They could not find a
weak link anywhere in the production, and everyone, from
" Loo-Loo" to the smallest chorus part, were excellent.

After the show they were given a hearty welcome (enhanced
by a bottle of " S.B.") by the company in the dressing rooms,
and this was highly appreciated by the visitors from South vevuu,
who gained some valuable data for their own show.

PORTSMOUTH.
The New Year‘s dinner of the “ Old Georgians Society " was

this year a. bigger success than ever. Among the guests were
Councillors G. W. Post, ].P., H, G. Cook and l-I. C. Pratt. The
dinner was held at the headquarters of the Society, The George
Hotel, Old Portsmouth, Lord Nelson's last billet. The meal was
excellently served by the genial manager oi the “ George," Brother
Cattermole. Subsequently a programme of instrumental and vocal
solos, humorous songs, dancing, acrobatics, etc., was provided by
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Madame Dorothy’s All Star Concert Party. The Grand Master,
Brother S. Thompson, proposed the loyal toast and explained to
the guests the origin arid purport of the Order, whieh was termed
130 years ago to keep alive the memory and the ideals of Lord

Nelson, who left the hotel in which they were meeting to embark
for the battle oi Trafalgar. He hoped that the Order would
survive the years to come and that comradeship engendered by
ideals and conviviality would spread for the betterment of all
concerned. He said there would be no more wars if men throughout
the world similarly met in true comradeship and took a long vision
of international well~being, with an appreciation dt duty towards
the human race as a whole. The Chaplain welcomed the visitors
and a number of new members, thanked the artistes and the staff
and proposed the health of the Grand Master, which was drunk
with great enthusiasm.

In the first round proper of the Amateur Cup at Pitt Street,
the Victory did well to defeat St. Pancras (Bristol). The visitors
were a smart eumbirmtiuh, and opened the game with great dash,
causing early anxiety to the Victory defence. The sailors, however,
endured the pace and in the end established a distinct superiority,
sruriug twice iii the last eight mimrtes arid eventually winning 4-r.
Rigger Coates was back in the Victory team and his skilled work
was oi great assistance. It was he who initiated the movement
that led to the first goal scored by AB, Carrington after 33 minutes
play. Bristol equalized a few minutes after the interval through
their centre-forward, Giblett, who had been making many eiiorts
to elude the Victory backs. L.S. Fry restored the lead to the
Vietufy and A.B, Mugliston scored the last two goals.

At the annual New Year meet of the Isle of Wight Foxhounds
at Mottistone Manor, Isle of Wight, the followers oi the hunt were
warmly welcomed by Lord arid Lady Mettistehe arid their family.
His Lordship led oit to the hunt riding his famous charger,
“ Warrior," which is 25 yea.rs old and carried his master throughout
the Great War. “ Warrior " had so many narrow escapes from
death dining the war, that he became known as " the horse the
Germans could not kill."

WOKING.

By the time these notes are printed we shall have experienced
a change in our Oiiice staff which cannot he regarded otherwise
than of a iarsreaching character. At the end of january, Mr. F. G.
Garside will retire du pension, aud Mr. E. Hoekii-.gs from Ludgershall
Branch will take over the important position of Chief Clerk at
Woking Branch.
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Ot Mr. Hockings it is at present sufficient to say that he will
be given a warm welcome by all members of our staff, and we are
sure that our numerous patrons, with whom we are so closely
associated, will extend to him the hand of friendship so that he will
soon feel at home in his new sphere of activities, and will also
quickly feel that he is an integral part of our local organisation.

Oi Mr. Garsifle, our remarks must necessarily be in leminiscent
vein. In THE l-lo? LEAF GAzE'rrE for December, 193r, he occupied
the position pi honour, when his photograph appeared, and many
interesting details were given regarding his long service with the
Firm, and we claim a measure ol justification if on this occasion

there is some repetition of that excellent record, Mr. (iarside
joined the Firm on oth November, 1888, so that he has over 47
years' service to his ereiiih He has done duty at Lnnden,
Farnborough, Salisbury Plain and Reading, in addition to 34
years at tllis Depot, and has consequently had a very wide

experience in our business.
Recent years at \Vok.ing Branch have been very strenuous,

and greatly increased demands have been necessary on all the
staff, and the larger responsibilities have involved hard work and
often long hours, and in consequence the position of Chief Clerk
has been arduous, It is often the fact that as length of service

extends, the demands on the individual become greater. The
relief from the burden and anxieties oi modern business will, no
doubt, be welcome, although wc are sure that Mr, Garside will
always look back upon his pariieipaiieri in iinr organisation with
much satisfaction. lt is the team spirit that Counts, and when that
spirit is present in every niernher of the staff, good results are
bound to ensue.

Mr. Garside has always been proud to be associated with our
great Firm, and as he will continue to reside in this locality, we
hope we shall see liim niren, and threngli the rneriinni of this
GAZETIE be able to keep him informed of the developments that
are always taking place in the Firm's business, and the fortunes
of his numerous friends at Reading and Branches, We alll trust
that he will have the blessing of good health, and that he will live
long to enjoy his retirement. He is very grateful rp the Directors
ior the provision they have made for his Iuture welfare. Needless
to say he will carry with him the best wishes ol ns a.ll.

On the eve ol his retirement Mr. Garsicle was presented with a
smoker's cabinet, together with Q. list of subscribers, on behalf of
the whole of the indoor and outdoor slali oi the Woking Depot.

lirrrllev is snr.. thi. The vrnwii Pres, urriliir siren. lmerainr.

ARCHA GEL T0 T
(X X X X X X X)

SPECIALLY BREWED FOR THE ARCTIC.

In NIPS and HALF BOTTLES.

A full-bodied nutritious Stout
of great value for combating
Autumn chills and the rigours

of Winter.

THE “ BIG BLACK BROTHER ” OF

OLD BERKSHIRE STRONG ALE

(XXXXX)


