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KING EDWARD VIII.

“PRINCE DF SPURTSMEN" AND "AMBASSADnR UF

EMPIRE,"

“Prince of sportsmen" and "Ambassadorof Empire " were
:wo of the many titles bestowed on the new king by his subjects
while he was Prinee of wales.

In his forty-secondyear,Edward Albert Christian George Andrew
Patrick David is the first \7RC|\el0r monarch to ascendthe Throne
sincethe days of George nl. His great-grandmother,Queenvictoria,
was not mnrrleauntil two years after her eoronanon,

A keen horsemanand all-round spormsman, me new King has
endearedhimselfto the whole Empire by his cheeriness,pluekand
sound eornmon-sense,and he assumesthe role of Kingrrnperor with
rhe fullest confidence of the Empire behind him.

We shall best Sumup the wat Work 01 the Princeof VValeS ln his
own rnodeer words; ~ in those four years maxed wnh men, ln
thnse four years I found my manhuud. When I think of the future
and the heavy respnnsibilitleswhlch may fall to my Int, (eel that
the experiencegained §inCe 1914will stand me in good spirit." In
mar spiral he earne back to the work of peace.

The Prlnee was ahsenr lrorn Englandsome four monthsin l9l9,
and during than time he travelled more than lo,ooo miles. He
traversedlhe whole breadthof Canada from one oeeanto the other,planing most of the prlneipal eiries and many a lonely township,

It was his winning smile that conquered Canada and his
attractivehabit ufldentllylnghimselfandclaimingblood kinsmanship
with the different nationalitiesof the United Kingdomand the Empire
which have endearedhim to all he met during his tours.

During his recentbroadcastspeechme Majesrya realaernoeraey
was diselosedin his own words when he said: "1 am hereer known
to most of you as the Prineeor Walesf-as a man who, during the War
and since, has had the opportunity of gening to know the people otnearly everycountry or rhe world, under all conditions and circum-
elaneea, And, although x now speak to you as the Kane, l am still
that oarne man who has had that expel-renee and whose constant
effort il will be tn continue to promote the well-being of his fellow-
men. May the fixture bring peaeeand understandingthroughout
the world, prosperity and happinessto the British people, and maywe be worthy of the heritage which ie ours."
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Take a little wine for thy :tomach’s sake and thine
aft injirmities--The Bible.

EDITORIAL.
Hnv, ]ou.v LANDLQRD.

The perfect landlord, said al speakerat a Licence»Holders'
dinner, should possess the dignity of an archbishop,the geniality
of George Kobey, the hopeof a company promoter, the smile of a

film star, the elastic conscienceof an M.P,, the voice of a sergeantr
major and the skin of e rhinneeros.

And if he can say " Time, Gentlemen,Please,"in a iruity voice
which combines firmness, regret, condolence,hope lor the iuture
and thankfulnessfor past mercies,together with the suggestionthat
this hurts him a great deal more than it hurts you, he is set for
succex.

Tl-le I’oLlcEMAN's N011-;nooK.

Alleged truc story concerninga friend ol a friend
This chap was driving his car towards Coventry whena man

hailed him and asked lor a lift. VVhen they reachedCoventrythe

driver overshot sometraffic lights, and was promptlypulled up by
the traffic policeman policeman industrlouslywrote downall the

details.

Then the man who had asked for a lift got out of the car and
pleaded with the policeman to overlook the offence. Policeman
remainedadamant.

After driving on a mile or so, the passengerturnedto the driver
and said: " Look here, you’ve been decent to me, I'll tellyoii
something-I'ma professionalpickpocket on my way to a meeting.

" Is that so? " said the driver.

" Yes," said the chap, getting out of the car. “ And heres
the policemans notebook."

HAD G1vEN Ur Sonnrl-imc!

Mrs. Robinson,on thc eve of giving a dinner-party,wamedher
butler on no account to offer wine to Mrs. Young, one of the guests.

The dinner passed off successfully,but afterwards,when the
ladies were in the drawing-room, Mrs, Young remarked to her
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hostess; "I don'twant to be personal,but I should like to know
why I was so pointedly ignored when the wine was being handed
round to-night,"

“ Oh," said the hostess," I told the butler about that, I know
you havejoined the TemperanceLeague."

“ But," said the guest, " it wasn't the Temperance League I
joined it was the Morality League."

“ So stupid oi me, dear," was the reply, " but I knew you
had given up something."

Oun WONDERIUL Por.rcE,

The crowds that lined the streets to witnessthe parade in St.
Mary's Butts, followed by a march to St. Lawrcnce's Church for
the CentenaryService of Reading lsbrengli Policeon February area,
should be acceptedas a silent token of appreciationfor rbe past
services to the townspeople of this fine arld efficient Iorce oi men.
This eventno doubt wasof especial interestto our Mr. Ii. G. Hawkes,
who,with Mr. A. \V. C. Bowyer, attendedthe ceremonyandservice,
as Mr. Hawkes’ great grandfatherwas mayor ot Reading in 1835
and was rc-elected to that afiiee ine iellbwing year when rbe
Municipal Act came into operation.

LrcENsEn TnAoEs‘ DINNER.

The annual dinner of the Reading and District Licensed
Trades'Protection and BenevolentAssociation, held on February
rsib, was a great successand a tributeto rlie organizing powers of
the popular Hon. Secretary of the dinner and dance committee
(Mr, H. Wise). There were entertaining speeches, excellent food
well served by Mr. F. G. Godwin, and a fine dancing pro-
gramme, Similar enjoyable gatherings have been held for many
years and it will not be out ot place if I quote from the Reading
observer of February zoth, rssb, fifty years ago. Here is what
they say 1-

" Last Wednesdaythe Reading and District Beer, Wine
and Spirit Retailers’ Protection Society-thetitle is long and
comprehensive enough in all consciencwlrad their annual
dinner. What a picture of virtue, temperanceand happiness
they presented! We commend the occasion to the attention
oi our readers. Everycountenance,we feel sure, beamed not
with good cheeronly, but with lofty aspirations, noble aims
and benevolentpurposes....."
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Tl-nz CoMi>l.E'rE ANswER.

Overcomewith curiosity, a fellow passengerasked the victim
" I say, old man, what’s wrong with your nose? "

" Nothing at all," replied the man. " It’s simply blushing
with pride becauseit doesn't stick itself into otherpeople'saffairs."

OYSTER BEDs UNDER BANK or ENGLAND.

Two hundred feet below the City of Londonthere lies a millions
of years old layer of oysters. These ancient oysters have been
found, among other places, in the boring of artesianwells below
the Bank of England, the Midland Bank, the Commercial Union
building, and Unilever House. They aregiant bivalves, measuring
up to 6 inches across. Their discovery is mentionedby Mr. F. S.
Snow, a London engineer, in The Stmcluwzl Engineer, along with
other oddments,including long buried Delft pottery and a Roman
pier jetty beside rbe \Valbrook. Mr. Henry Dewey,bi the Geological
Survey, stated that the beds in which the oysters are iound lie
below the London clay and above the chalk. " The time when
these beds were laid down," he explained, " is certainly many

rnillieris oi years age. The sea rlien reaelied up to Reading and
beyond, the layer in which the oysters are found beingthen not so

very far below sea level. The same oysters have been found in a

pit near Epsom, againnear where these beds come to the surface."

PEAcE.

After an immenseamount oi trouble, the vicar of a country
parish succeeded in reconciling two old women who had been
quarrelling for years. He even induced them to meet under the
vicarage rooi.

In his drawing-roomthey shook hands. After an embarrassed
silence one of them said

“ Well, Mrs. Tyler, 1 wisli you all yen wishes rne."
“ An' who's saying nasty things now? " snapped Mrs. Tyler.

"Now I Foor_EE You "

A lady was trainingher Chinese servant to answer the door
bell. Shewent outside; rang the bell, and the servantcame to the

door. A day or two later she was worried hy a continual ringing
of the bell. At last, as no onewent to the door, she did so herself,
and opened it to find her servanton the step.

"Whatever are you doing, Li? " she asked.
" Said Li "Yesterdayyou foolee me; ,nowll foolm you."
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Oucr-rT To BE AsrrAivrEn!

Old lady (to golier who is searchingfor a lost golf ball) “ You
ought to be ashamedof yourself, bird-nestingat your time oi life "

A Goon “ CATcr-r."

" Hello! Where have you been?” asked Brown. He was
going homelate from oiiice and had overtakenjones, who looked
wet and muddy and was burdenedwith Iishing metre.

" Been iishing," said jones dejectedly.

" Catch much? "

“ on, yes," Jenes laughed mirthlessly, “ tee much,"

" vrhut did you eaten?" enquired Brown eagerly.

" First train there, first train back, caughtin a thunder storm,
caught a cold, and expect I shall catchit when I get home! "

BEER Fon LONGEVKTY.

Mr. and Mrs. John Bellamy, of Stickney, Lincs, both aged 92,
thelongest-marriedcouple in Britain, havejust celebratedthe 71st
anniversaryoi their wedding.

“ For a happy married life," declares Mr. Bellamy, " don't
smoke too much, take plenty of exercise, don't worry, and have a

glass of beer as a tonic. In my working days I thought nothing
of drinking six or seven pints of beer a day, and it did me good."

OF CoUnsE HE CoUr.nN’T|

It was at the orchestral concert and after gazing for some
time at the bass fiddle player a manin the stalls muttered," He'll
never do it he’l.l never do it."

At length the title of the first numberwas announced,where-
upon the mutterer continued his remark, louder each time, This
was too much for a man in the row in front, and eventually he
tumed and said: " Stop your mutterings, sirl "

“ Well, he can’t do it, I tell you. I know he ca.\'A't " was the
reply.

" Can't do what ? "

“ Put thatbig fiddle under his chin."
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Er.EcTEn PRESIDENT,

Mr, _]_ H. Simonds, our worthy Vice-Chairman, has been
elected President of the \Voki.ngham and District Agricultural
Association.

“ A GREAT LITTLE Book,"

Many very gratifying expressionsof appreciation have been
received concerninglast month's issueof Tr-rE Hoe LEAF GAZETTE,
To quote one from Childrey, Wantage " Grateful thanks for THE
Hor LEAF GAZETTE. We all think it a really great little book."

ScaEEN STAR AT Tr-1E BnEwEnY.

Ronnie Hepworth, the youthful screen star, visited the
Brewery on Tuesday, March 3rd, and, in company with Mr. W.
Bowyer, our Home Trade Manager, was astoundedat what he saw
in the Bottling Department. " am amazedat the entire cleanli-
ness," he said. Wide-eyed he watched hundreds of bottles go
throughan involvedprocessof scientificcleaning, says the Evening
Gazelle. They travelled slowly by on an endlessbelt. A youth,
peering through a microscopic lens, examinedeach one to make
sure that not a spot of dust was left, He watched the bottles
automatically filled, Mr. jack Ford and Mr. George Andrews
gave Ronnie a running commentaryon how everythingwas done.
“Wonderiull " “WonderfulI ” he interjectedagain and again.

Before he left Ronnie drank the health ofthe rzoemployees
oi the Bottling Departmentwith a glass of Ashby's GingerBeer.

THE Six PnoUnEsT LrcENsEEs.

Six of the proudest licensed victuallers in Britain hold royal
licences. These are grantedto them direct by the King because
their premisesare situated in the area known as " The Verge of
the Palaces." This extendsfor zoo yards from the gates of the
Old Palaceoi Whitehall, and is presided over by the Board oi the
Green Cloth, which sits in Buckingham Palace. The title takes
its name from the green covered table at which its decisions are
made. The board grantssix licences to openhousesin the " Verge."
They are for restaurantsin a building in Whitehall Court; the
Ship; the Hotel Metropole; also for three inns-the Old Shades,
the Silver Cross, and the Clarence. Mr. A. _]. Knowland, senior

licensee in The Verge of the Palaces,said to a reporter :-" The
first appearanceof a licenseebeiore the board is exciting. Passing
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the guards and police at the entranceto Buckingham Palace,and
the reception by the royal servants, combine to createawe which
gradually subsides as one appreciates the gracious courtesy of

everyonethere. The names of the licenseesare called by the clerk,
and responseis made."

LovAL ’l`oAsrs or rr-ns FUTURE.

Having been approved by the King, the order and form of

the loyal toasts to be used in future at official and public dinners
will be as follows :-

I,-The King.
2.-Queen Mary, the Duke and Duchess of York, and the

other members of the Royal Family
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A NATURE NOTE,
(BY c.H,P.).

ADVERSE CONDITIONS FOR ANGLERS.

'rr-in BEAUTY or A anu>’s Nas-r.

The coarsefishing seasonclosesfrom March 15th to june 15th
inclusive. What with the drought, then floods and hail and sleet
and snow, the conditions have indeed been anything but ideal.
Fish have been few and far between. I have spent many hours
by the riverside when the rain has come down in torrents or the
winds have been about as piercing as possible and my reward,
from a fishing point of view, works outat about one bite every
two hoursand onefish in four But what doesthat matter,for the
observant angler, sitting on his camp stool in some secludedspot,
ever sees something to arrest his attention and entertain hirn.
I often take up my position hy the side of an old willow tree and

no sooner do I sit on my stool than down comesa little robinand
asks for food. I give him bread and also maggots arid he seems
particularly partial to the latter, I notice he often disgorges
pellets of apparentlyindigestible matter before settling down to
n men at my hands. He is very tame arid after satisfying the
inner man, or rather bird, he will sometimes sit on my rod and
sing to me. With such charming little companionsas that, how
me an angler be dull!

A niiufs Nesr.
And then you notice that the long-tailedtits no longergo about

in families. There are only two together now-man and wife.
I saw a pair neara hedge where for the past three yearsthey nested
and successfully reared their families. Last year’s nest is still
there and I doubt not that within the next few days another of

these exquisite structureswill be in the making-andI shall be
watching the little builders at their work.

To quote Shelley

It wins my admiration
To View the structure of that little work,
A bird‘s nest. Mark it well, within, without.
No tool had he to Wrought, no knife to cut,
No nail to fix, no bodkin to insert,

No glue to join: his little beak was all!
And yet how neatly finished! What nice hands,
With everyimplement and means of art,
And twenty years’ apprenticeshipto boot,
Could makeme such another!
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A
coMluoN Eltron.

Equallymarvellous is the egg of a bird and the mystery of liie
within the shel.l. Many people think the chicken is formed frnrn the
yolk, But this is erroneous. It is the albuminous matter, the
" white ” of the egg that contains the materials for the formation
and growth of the chicken. The only use ofthe yolk is to supply
nutriment to the embryo during development.

SPRING zs COMING!

At the time of writing, frost and snowand biting winds appear
to be the order of the dey. Ana yet there are periods of bright
sunshinethat bring the giiats out in big battalions,and compel

the birds to sing, Missel-thrush, tllrush, blackbird, lark and Wren
have been gladdening tier hearts with their joyous songs, some
few flowers are in bloom, while in the middle of last month I
disturbed a peacock butterfly from its warm lied among the dead
reedswhere the red polls were feeding. Our Mr. Wheeler also

showed me a peacock on February zgth that had been found near
the Brewery where the demolition of buildings wee going en.

In a thousandand oneways We can see andhear the approach
of spring. Here and there you may iintl rt prinirriee in bloom;
here and there the sweebscentedwhite violet, or a little celandine
opening out its golden petals eager to catch the rays of the sun
when it does shine. And, now and then, a lark will rise winding
and unwinding his silver chain of song.

Yes, Spring is on the way, and Nature never looks back.

TRENGTHENS THE ODY

TIMULATES THE RAIN
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BAR BILLIARDS.

THE REQUIREMENTS or THE LAW.

There has been much confusion in respect of the
installation in licensed housesof small tables for playing
what has proved to be a very popular gameand known
as “Bar Billiards.” The difficulty has been that many
licensees have not realisedthat the gameis subject to all the
limitations andrestrictionsattachingto thelarger billiards
tables. which are controlledby the Gaming Act, 1845, from
which the following extractsmay be quoted:-
Section 11, Places kept for public billiard tables to be

licensed.
“_ Every house. room. or place kept for public

billiard playing, or where a public billiard table or
bagatelleboard, or instrumentused in anygameof the
like kind, is kept,at which personsare admittedto play,
except in housesspecified in any licence granted
(hereinafter called a Victualle!"s Licence) shall be
licensed under this Act, and everyperson keeping any
such billiard table or bagatelle table or instrument
used in any gameof the like kind for public use, without
being licensedto do so. and not holding a Victua.ller’s
Licence shall be liable to be proceededagainstas
the keeper of a common gaming house.”

Section 13. When public playing shall not be allowed.
“Every person keeping any public billiard table

or bagatelle table or instrumentused in any gameof
the like kind who shall allow any person to play

afterone and beforeeight of theclock in themorning
of any day. or at any time on Sundays,ChristmasDay
or Good Friday, shall be liable to the penaltiesherein
provided and every billiard room in every house
specified shall be closed.”
The inclusion of “Bar Billiards ” is covered by the

words “ or instrumentused in any gameof the like kind."

It is. of course.quite clear that when the Gaming Act
of 1845 was drafted, there was no intention to close any
roomused as a bar, and the authorities have wisely recog-
nised this fact, and the following is typical of the attitude
of the Policegenerally. It is the report of a Superintendent
oi Police to the Licensing Justices at the 1936 Annual
Licensing Meeting :-
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“ A considerablenumber of tables,known as Bar
Billiards,” have been installed in licensed premises
throughouttheDivision. Under the Gaming Act, 1845,
it is clear that it these tables are installed in premises
which are licensed only for the sale of beer, a Billiard
Licence is also required. Under this Act, no public
playing of billiards must take place in any licensed
premiseson Sundays,ChristmasDay or Good Friday»
and if the law is strictly interpreted,therooms in which
these tables are installed shouldbe closedon these days.
This would, no doubt, limit the accommodationto too
great an extent. It is not necessary,therefore,strictly
to interpret the law in this respect, and the Chief
Constable directs that no objection should be madeto
thesale or consumptionot intoxicatingliquor on Sundays,
Christmas Day and Good Friday in rooms in which
these tablesareinstalled provided theyare keptcovered
up rr ' 
The position may be summarisedas follows 2-
1. A fully licensed house does not need a separate

licence for Billiards.

2. A house licensed for beer only, or beer and wine,
does need a Billiards Licence.

3. These licencescan only be grantedat the General
AnnualLicensing Meeting, or at any Adjournment
thereof.

4. Bar Billiards are subject to the same regulations
as Billiards, but the rooms need not be closed on
Sundays,ChristmasDay and Good Friday, provided
that the tables are covered up and that no play is
permittedon those days under any circumstances,
in either Fully Licensed Housesor Beer Houses.

C.B.

*M/\ 'W fr * 7"‘J
‘§_,.,, ~e»1» “L l  e/J
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WHY DIDN’T THE MIDDLE AGES PARISH HOLD AN
ANNUAL BAZAAR?

" BECAUSE THE VILLAGERS MET iN 'rl-ls rms," says r*R1Es'l‘.

" Don’t blame us." Fr. Arthur Day, SJ., said that recently
when talking to the Womens TrueTemperanceCommittee at the
Castle Hotel, Richmond.

Fr. Day referred to the " Church Ales " of the Middle Ages
and the splendid work they did ill lostering parochiallife. " They
madebazaarsunnecessaryin those good old days. By promoting
sociahility they opened the purse strings of all but the most
niggardly, There was no tea or enffee then, no eeena, and all
could drink their tankard oi honest ale Without reproach.

" The inns were annexesof the monasteriesand practisedthe
virtue oi hospitality under their auspices. They have a noble
history in the past. We will help them to play a line part in the
luture.

~ The pub is a check on everyferrn of herd hysteria.Nobody
eanpossibly he an Aryan' in a pub A pub’ is the hnrneof
any decent human being who rnny therein expressany views ner
calculatedto give nflenee to any other sensible human being.

" It is a happy haven where Everyman may be at his eaee.
Social distinctions cease,nationality is a minor matter. If a negro
comes in and behaves,he is treatedas a white man. This is an
ideal that the League of Nations cannot improve on."

HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

LAMP Wxclts. Don’t cut these ii you wish to keep thcm
burning evenly, and the old way of trinrnnngwith paper is dirty
and nnt always eneeeeafnl. Keep an old clean military hair brush,
or small old nail brush will do, and alterlilllng the lamps, brush the
wick about with the brush. They bum so beautifully afterwards.

=r -s= ai »-

FAT canbe removed from stock or soupsby wringing a clean
tea-elnth out ol boiling water, spreadover a basin anrl strain your
stock through this. (What a pity iat cannot be removed from
ourselves eb easily 1)

ir »= »= »=

A tip fer husbands! A very little white shoe polish (erearn)
wiu keep a razor-ezrbp supple and pliable,
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WORDS OF WISDOM.
Be bright and cheerful. lforget yourseli and strive to make

others happy.

Do naw what then you would wish to havedone.

The recipefor perpetual ignoranceis to be satisfied with your
opinions and contentwith your knowledge.

It‘s indoors, sir, ss kills half the people; beingindoors three
parts of the day.-je/fries.

Most businessesbreak downbecauseof inside weaknesses,not
because of competition.

As a man grows older he must learn and unlearn.

The man wllo knows most is the one who is the quickest to

learnmore.

Every schemeand every policy mlm be judged by results.

No organization is too big to have me imma touch.

It is a wise policy to go throughlile doing favours.

Gow.
My wealth is made oi golden things
A sea-gull'swhirring gildedwings,
The jasmine 'neath a southern moon,
A brown-facedboy'slow whistled tune,
The dandelionson mellow hills,
The darting fish in sun-flecked fills,
The dazzling sunon snow,
Tall yellow jonquils in a few,
The stately ships on white-cappedseas,
The russet fruit on ireighted trees,
Coined gold true wealthcan neverbe,
And mine is safe from piracy.
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'rl-lE BRIGHTER sloE.
I know the shadow on life's picture lingers
Where valleys frown, where rolls a sunlesstide,
And I too oft have tracedwitll restlessfingers
The darkerside.

But see, whereends the shadow'ssombre letter,
And Hopeand Faith, untrammelled,onward guide,
Daily, lor you and me, there shinesthe better,
The brighter side,

GENERAL SIR W. M. ST. G, KIRKIYS APPOINTMENT.
The War Oflice announces that Lieut.-General Sir Walter

M. St. G. Kirke, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., has been appointed
Director-General of the Territorial Army, in successionto I.ieut.-General Sir Charles Bonham-Carter,K.C_B., C.M,G., D.S.O., who
has been appointed Governor and Commander-in»Chlci,Malta.

Sir Viialter Kirke waseducatedat Park HouseSchool, Reading,under Mr. A. C. Bartholomew,that noted Headmaster.
At the same time there were at this school :-
Major-General A, W. Bartholomew, C.B., C.M,G., C.B.I£.,

D.S.O., General Officer Commanding British Troops in China
(son of Mr, A. C. Bartholomew);

Major»GencralR. J. Collins, QB., C_M.G., uso.,CommanderMeerut District, India, and Brigadier I.. P. Collins, C.B., D.S_U.,
O.B.E., Commandant of the Indian Military Academy,and Aide-
de-Camp to the late King (sons of the late Mr. Henry Collins, of
Messrs. H. & C, Collins, Solicitors to Messrs. H. on G. Simonds
Ltd.)

Lieut.-General O. C. Borrett, C.B., C.M.G,, C.B.I5., D.S.().,Colonel oi the Kings Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster)[recently
appointedLieutenant of the 'lower of London]

Mr. F. A. Simonds, Managing Director, H. liz G. SimondsLtd., and his brother,Mr, Gavin T, Simonds, thc well~known K.C.

"AQ-'*"*-»3'e-"”""
"<3t'>"'
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READING LICENSED TRADES' PROTECTION

ASSOCIATION TO ENDOW BED A'l` HOSPITAL.

Members of the Reading and District Licensed Trades’
Protection and BenevolentAssociation hope to endow a bed at

the RoyalBerkshire Hospital bythe end oftheyear.

At the annual meetingat the George l-Intel, Reading, on March
3rd, it was reported that the Bed EndowmentFund, which had
been lying dormant for sometime, hadnow reached£65o. " During
the year the fund has madegreat strides," said the President,Mr.

G. S. Cherry. “ It was lying practically dormant, but the Com-

mittee raised garb." He also paid tribute td tire work of Mr.

Howard \Vise.

Mr. _]. Healey, President of the iund, said that he hoped
they would have enough money to endow a bed, ii not by the

end of this ycar, early next year.

INCREASED MEiusl;RsH1i>.

Votesof thankswere passedto the Ladies' Association, Reading
Corporation and the managementof the PalaceTheatre for their
assistanceto the fund, dn the proposition of Mr. 1_ R. Rdbinsnn,
secondedby Captain F. G. Bevis.

The annual report of the Association stated that there
was an increasedf ro in membershipover lastyear, there being
235 members on the last day of IQ35~ During the year 63

new members had been enrolled, but many licensees still

remainedoutside the ranks.

A section of the report dealt with music licences.

Mr. H. S. Smith, the Secretary,commentingon this, said that
under the Public Health Act licensees holding the Music Licence
were entitled to have music on their premisesuntil ro p.m., whereas
other holders, dance halls and restaurantproprietors were allowed
music under their licence, for which the sameteewas charged,until
midnight. So far as he knew, the only authority in the distiict
which had adoptedthe Act was Reading Borough. The Association
was endeavouringto get the hour extended[or licencesuntil rr p.m.

EXTENSION cosrs,

" Owing to rebuilding operations, steps leading to Kennet
Side were closed, and membersin the vicinity complained that
serious loss of trade was being experienced," the report stated.
“ A letter suggestingtemporary steps was addressedto the To\vn

Clerk, and in a few days the steps were an accomplishedfact."
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" We not only pleasedour membersbutwe pleasedthe public
in general. commented the President,Mr. G. S. Cherry.

Mr. F C, Riden,presentinghis`report,said that the Association's
expenscs in connection with extensions was £40 and with the
amount paid by niernbers £rf;o_had been expendedon extensions
dunng the year, I think it is a crying shame that we should
have to) pay these large sumsof money for something to be granted
as a privilege when it should be a right," he said. There was an
increaseoi £34 in assets during the year. On the General Fund
there was a balanceof £192 £354 cn the Benevolent Fund; and
{18B on the ReserveFund.

Mr.N]. E, Edminson,who reported as Solicitor, commented
on the unfairness" of the licensing laws,

Mr. Fred Little, of the National Trade Defence Association,
Bristol, also gave an address.

On the motion of Mr. W. Hutchinsit wasagreed that in future
the Presidentof the Association be not elected from the members
but that they elect a member as Chairman. The work di theii
President, he said, was that of a C}|;,rirman_

Mr.4Smith addressedthe meeting on liquor duties, and on his
proposition the following resolution was passed:-

" Thatthismeeting urgesthe Chancelloroi thc Exchequer
td accord his earnestconsiderationtd an attemptat reiievirrg
thepheavy burden borne_by licenseesby introducing at the
earliest possible opportunity a reduction in the very excessive
Retailers' Liquor Licence Duties,"

Officers for the year were elected asfollows :-Chairman, Mr.

J. Morris; I/ice-Chairman, Mr. H. Tucker; I-Ion. Treasurer,
Mr._  C. Riden Hon. Auditors, Messrs. Cook, Sutton & Co.-
seiiertnrs, Messrs. 1-xlandy at mandy.

_Messrs Hawker, Cloke, T. Malpass, G. Bishop and Captain
Bevis were elected to the Committee in place of Messrs. A. Oxlade
F. c. Clark, c. Hine and H. A. spiere

Mr. G. Greenaway was elected Trustee to fill the vacancy
causedby the death of Alderman A. Webb.


