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MR. S. A. HINTON.

Amnngst the many interestingbusinessand military careersoi

membersof nur Staff which have been chronicled in these columns,
the record uf Mr. s. A. Hinton takes a prominent place,

Educated at the Reading Blue Coat School and making his
debut on the Firm in July, 1911, Mr. Hinton commenced his
progress hy transfer from the Cask Departmentto the Wine and
Spirit Departmentin Mareh, 1919, andfrom tlienee to the Delivery
Departmentin August, 1930. After serving in the latter office ior
three years, Mr. Hinton was chosen to till a position on the
Travelling Staff in september,1933. Since that date he has
amply justified his selection as the Firm's representative for the
South and South»West Berks, and East Oxon, where he has
enhanced the popularity oi the Firm's products and increased
the volume of trade, His experience in the Wine and Spirit
Departmenthas been a great asset in his salesmanshipby giving
him a closeacquaintancewith the various qualities and merits nf
the Wines and Spirits he is now selling.

As a Gunner in the 1/1 Berkshire Royal Horse Artillery ('l'.F.)
since April, 1913, Mr. Hinton was called to the Colours upon the
deelaratinn bf war in August, 1914, proceedingoverseaswith the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force in April, 1915, with the rank of

Bombardier, later being promoted to Corporal, Alter being
invalided home in May, 1916, he waslater transferredto the Royal
Artillery, Buliord, in charge of “ H " Sub-section. He sub~
sequently passed through the School ol Instruction in a Gunnery
Courseat Woolwich and wasraised to the rank ot Sergeantin 1917.
Returning to Active Service in Palestine,lie was posted to the
1/1 Hampshire Battery R.H,A. (T.F.) and served with the Unit
in its various actions against the Turks and in the great march on
Damascus, He is the holder of the 1qr4~I5 Star, the British War
Medal and the Victory Medal.

Mr. Hinton was one of the original members of the Seven
Bridges Brewery Concert Party which had a successful run for
several years, As a baritone oi considerable volume and quality,
his songs greatly contributed to the versatility of the Party. He
has also taken part in local dramaticsand had the distinction of
performing at the PalaceTheatre, Reading, on _Iune 23rd, 1911, as
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a boy singer in the programmeto commemoratethe Coronationof
our late King George v and Her Majesty Queen Mary, He has
bccn connectedwith the choirs oi St. Gilesand St, Laurence, where
lic vvas solo boy and of which latter choir he is still a member.

It is recountedof Mr. Hinton that he rode and won thc " VL.
Race " at Bnlford whilst stationed there. This event consists of

riding hare-baeltand jumping aboutliali-a-dozen five-harrcd gates,
pieking up the " butly " and returning to the winning pest. The
successoi this feat was doubtlessdueto Mr. Hinton'searly training
in the saddle at the age oi 6 years and his great love fer hnrses,
which makes [or that " understanding"betweenrider and mount.

It must also be recordedthat Mr. i-lintbn is the l-len. seeretary
of the Minster \Vard cnnseryatiyeAssneiatinn,and is a memberbl

the R.A.O_B. CoronationLodge Ne. 3147 at Tilehurst.

Q 
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EDITORIAL.

Take a little wine for thy stamach’s rake and thine

oft infirmities-The Bible.

Mn. F. A. Simoims Ann mE Bunclzr.

Our Managing Director thus cxpresses his views on _the
Budget :-

One must visualise theincrease in theIncome Tax.
though painful to the pocket, as being a very necessary
insurancefor assistingin maintaining the peaceof the
world, by way of the re-armingof this country after many
yearsof sad neglectof our defenceforces. Undoubtedly
great benefits, on the other hand, will accrue from the
extra money circulated in industrythrough the iron and
steel and aircraft trades,and also in the coalfields.

The increasedduty on foreign brewed beers is long
overdue,thoughthe amount importedfrom theContinent
representsan almost negligible percentageof thetotal
quantity of beersconsumedin this country. There are
many excellent Lager beers brewed in England and
Scotland, and it is only fair that they should have
preferential treatment as against beersbrewed from
much cheapermaterials, and produced by lowly-paid
labour,

It is somewhatrefreshingto find the Chance1lor's
attentions diverted from theheavily over-taxedbrewing
and dlstilling trades in the direction of the tea trade,
which bearsso little of thecountry’s burden of taxation.

It is a matter for congratulationthat the National
Governmenthas been able so far to restorethe financial
position of the country, and that such a vast increased
expenditure on armamentscan be met with so little
disturbanceto industry.

MR. Gavin Suvlonns, K.C.

Mr. Neville Chamberlainannouncedin the House oi Commons
that Mr. justice Porter would be the president nt the u-ibunal to

inquire into the alleged leakageof Budget secrets. His colleagues
would be Mr. Gavin Simonds, K.C., and Mr. Roland Oliver, K,C.
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Mr. GavinTurnbull Simonds, K.C., who is the brother of Mr. F. A.
Simorltls and Commanderl-I. D. Sinlonds, RN. (rct.), has figured
in manyianiens trials. Aged 55, he was lastyea: one pi the eight
leading counsel engaged by Grosvenor Estates, Mayfair and
Belgravia, tu oppose the L.C.(L.'s tovm-planning scheme at the
public inquiry held in the County Hall, Westminster.

ALL \\`ENr Clmzv.

A man was walking past a lunatic asylum, reading the Special
RaeingEdition, whenan inmate poppedhis head over the wall and
asked, " \l\'hat won the big race, mister " The passer-by told

him, adding that the winner’s price was roo to 1.

" Heavens " said the loony, "we meant to back that horse
and forgot. 'l`hcy'll all go simplycrazy in here when I tell them."

Musr HAVE BOTH HANDS FREE.

A certain titled lady was giving a garden party for her
household staff and estate employees. old John, the gardener,
had just steppedon to the tennis court to play a “ single " with the
chauffeur,when the footmari hurriedup to him, exclaiming, "John,
her ladyship says you rant play tennisin braees." To which the
worthy John responded, " vnu can just gp back and tell her

ladyship that rm no good at this blinking game unless 1 have beth
hands free "

A Ksor-rr Polnr.

I hopeMr. J. H. wa<1liains, the popular skipper of the Brewery
Cricket xl, will nuthavesuch a knotty pbint tu solveasis hereunder
recounted.

It wasat very specialoccuion when the squire was captaining
the village cricket team. Havingwen the toss. the local ntagnate
prepared to write down the batting order of the side. As he
appeared to be troubled, the Vicar said " Can I help you, sir? ’”

“ \/Yell," said the shipper as he eyed his very scratch let,
" it's a knotty point, Vicar. Should white duck trousersand a
bowler hat go in to bat beforea panamaand braces?"

SQME TRAP

A motorist who owns oneof those baby ears which everybody
makes jokes about was recounting an experienceto a friend. " I
had a bit at bad luck coming up from brighten the otherday," he
said. " I ran into a trap." " IS that so?" said his friend. " Any
cheesein it? "
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Sciutrcnlnc HonsEs.
A young wife told a friend that she had just written a long

letter to the Society for the Preventionof Cruelty to Animals " I
am asking them if something cannot be done to prevent horses
being scratched," " Scratched,my dear But surelythat doesn`t
hurt them? " queriedher friend. “ Oh, yes, it does," insisted the
writer of the letter, "I feel sure that it must causethe poor
animals sufferingbecause I heard my husband,who takesa lot oi
interest in them, groan in his sleep about a horse beingscratched.

BABY Si-low.

Agreatfeature of Simonds' grand Fete to be heldat ColeyPark
in August, as mentioned elsewherein THE Hoi* LEAF GAZETTE,
will be the BabyShow. The event is open to all comers and full
details will be given in our next issue.

PmMnosE DAY.

April roth was Primrose Day and whether or not that flower
was Lord Beaconsfielrfs favourite bloom is still a matter of doubt.
When he died Queen Victoria sent primrosesto deck his bier with
the message " His favourite flower." The " his " may have
referred to the dead statesmanor to Albert, the dead husband
whose memory Victoria adulatedand to whom Beaconsfieldpaid
so many tributes. Anyway, the flower hasbecome the symbol of
the dead Earl. In his day, Lord Beaconsfieldwas able to say,
"Althoughthe policy of England is peace,there is no country so

well preparedfor war as our own," If Primrose Day and the
memory it celebrates mean anything, they should mean that no
effort will be sparedto restore to Britain the right to repeat that
quiet assurance.

HiLEEn\' 1/_ HEALY (AND OTHERS).

Mr. justice Hilbery and Mr. Maurice Healy, K.C., formed an
ideal team of after-dinner speakerswhen they repliedfor the guests
at the VVine Trade Benevolent banquet at which Mr, VVilliam
Byass, the G.O.M. of the wine trade, took the chair. Sir Malcolm
Hilbery remarkedthat this was the first occasionupon which a
judgehad been “ led " by a King's Counsel. Mr. Healy, who is an
authority on claret, replied that the difference betweenthem was
that WhereasSir Malcolm representeddrinking on the bench, he
representeddrinking at the bar. Sir Malcolm gracefully compared
Mr. Healywith a K.C, that defendeda client who neverthelessWent
to prison. On his releasethe prisoner said " I've been wanting
to meet you again, Sir, becauseI think it is only right that you
shouljd know that you are 1/ery 'ighly thought of in Wormwood
Scru s."

THE HOP LEAF GAZETTE. 363

Tnc THREE Hocus' Accor.

Cardinal Wiseman had been appealedto by a certain Bishop,
a great friend of his, for points on which to base a discourseon
" TheThree Hours' Agony " oneGoodFriday, to which the Cardinal
wrote back " Preachyourself, and by the time you have finished,
I have no doubt the people will havehad three hours' agony."

Bums AND FLowEns.

Blue Tits and Great Tits greatly enjoy the ripened seeds of

the annuals Clarkia and Gadeifia. Sow these gay flowers in good
big patches,thinning them out in dueseasonbut not toe rigorously.
Leavethe ripened plants when the flowering is over. The small
foliage will turn rosy and amber, and the sprays of seedswill be
sought by the Tits all day long and every day for weeks.

Wi-lv THE WEATHER VANE?

A correspondent inquires why a weathervane is found
on the majority of churches. He may be interestedto hear thata

Papal enactment was made in the middle of the ni.nth century
commanding that every abbey, cathedral, and parish church
throughout Christendomshould erect the figure of a cock on the
topmost pinnacle or steeple to remind people how Peter denied his
Master. In these later days people have forgotten the significance
of the cock, and think of it only as a weathervane.

A Fi'r'l‘lNo EHTAPH.

I think the following lines by \rl.`. S. Landor form an epitaph
that many of us would like to choose 14

I strovewith none for none was worth my strife,
Nature I lovedand, next to nature, art.
I warmed both hands before the fire of life,
It sinks and I am ready to depart.

THE RULING Mo'r1vE.

The acquisition of speed at any price seems to-day to be the
ruling motive; clipped words, and initials as substitutesfor titles,
or as implying whole conditions or sentiments,notonly are frequent
in speechbut are increasinglyappearingin serious literature. We
must evidentlyget used to a newworld of abbreviations. It may
be necessaryto realise that whenthe mid comes she may assist
into the world trips and quads that the amb takesthe pat to the
hosp where the surg ops on him that the doc gives the panpat a

script which he takes to the chem, who puts the medin a bot and
says OK nix to pay,
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THE PERFECT Scmmizio.

The author asked what the tilm producer considered a perfect
scenario.

" Well," was the reply, " a perfect scenarioshould contain
five basic elements-asuggestionoi religion, a mention of comedy,
a referenceto society, a spice of sex appeal, anda certain amountof

general interest."
Some weeks later the author called on the producer. " I have

written your periect scenario," he said.

The producer settledback in his chair. " Read it to me."

The author drew a slip of paperfrom his pocket and glanced
at it. " Here it is," he remarked. " Good Heavens laughed
the Duchess. 'Take your hand ofi my knee! "

GREAT BiuTA1N's DisAiuv|AMeNT.

We have an obligation of honour to the younger generationas
well as to the Abyssinians. The question is onenot only ol honour
but ol wer capacity. If we wish to gn to war we rnuer be prepared
for war. For the last 15 yearsan unceasingand intensive campaign
has been earnedout in favour ol disarmament. The result re we
have only a small Air Force,a Navy with battleshipsbuilt in 1914,
and an Army quite insufficient ior a European campaign. Is it
honourable to send our young men to certain death because we
havechosento cling to an unrealconception of disarmament To
quote in English what Aristophauessaid on the point at issue :-

May Prudencefold a cautious reef
In your anger’s swelling sail;
By degreesyou may prevail.
But beware ot your behaviour
Till the Wind is in your favour.

PaRsLEY.

One factor in the successful cultivation of parsley was given
me by an old gardener, writes a correspondent, Stopping to

admirehis allotment, I complimentedhim on a very excellentshow
of parsley. " Ah," said he," asmy old dad said, it takesan honest
man to grow parsley well." I went home reflecting on my

unsuccessfulattemptsto get a flourishing bed of parsley.

The proverb about parsley in this district runs " Where the
parsley thrivesthe missus is master,"writes anothercorrespondent.
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NOT DECTDED YET.

The rnun who recently inventedrr he detector tried it out on e
hshernrrnr. He hasn't decidedwhether to try to repairthe rneehrne

or build e new one.

WEnnmc BEi.Ls.

In this issue we publish details and pirntngruphs of me very
pretty weddings,which took place during April, connected with the
families of two of our Managers,which will be of interest to many
er our renders. Marr Elizabeth Mary Mclntyre, seconddaughter
ol dur popular Devonport Manager, was married on April 25th at
St. Andrew's Church, Plymouth, and on April 18th Mr. Leonard
Charles Bennett, son of the esteemed Manager of our Esmtes
Department,was married at the Parish Church, Shiplake, Oxon,
We extend hearty congratulations to the ncwly rnarrred couples
and our bestwishes for their future health and happiness, There
is rr coincidencein the appearanceof the news in the eerne issue of
THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE, as Mr. Mclntyre anrl Mr. Bennett enlisted
under the Hop Leaf Flag in the same rnenth and year, viz., June,
1895. Our congratulationsare also offered to Mr. and Mrs. VV. F,
Mclutyre and Mr. and Mrs, C. Bennett.

And sound sleep at night,

 For robust health all the day,

 SIMONDS BEER win put you right.
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WORDS OF WISDOM,

wi-lar is cool).

" \’Vhat is the real good "

I askedin musing mood.
Order, said the law court
Knowledge, said the school
Truth, said the wise man
Pleasure,said the fool
Love, said the maiden
Beauty, said the page
Freedom,said the dreamer
Home, said the sage
Fame, saidthe soldier
Equity, the s/eer.

spakemy heart full sadly
" The answer is not here."
Then within my bosom
Softly this I heard
" Each heart holds the secret.,
Kindness is the word,"

" Must l be giving again and again "

" Oh, no, said the angel (his glance pierced me through).
" just give till the Master stops giving to you.

Thingswould be better if we would give lessthought tn what
the world owes us and more to what we owe the world.

VVhat a man choosesto-day he choosesfor to-morrow; what
he overcomes to-day he is overcoming for to-morrow what he
yields to-day he is more likely to yield to-morrow.

Rest is most agreeable alter labour; the pleasant things of

life after some hardships.

Courtesy without cordiality is often insincere.

No man is thoroughly accomplishedunless he has the ability
to mind his own business.

The mother is the greatest social factor in the world. Her
power, example, and influence are more far-reaching than any
socialforce.
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SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. G. SMITH.

A former Readinglicensee and a well-known local entertainer,
Mr. George Smith, licensee of The George Hotel, Basingstoke,died
suddenly at his homereeeutly at the age of or. He was talking to
friends in his hotel on Saturday afternoon, when he suddenly
collapsedand shortly afterwards,died, saysthe Berkshire czrroairlr.

Mr, Smith, who was originally a painter and decorator,held
the licence of The Russell Arms, and later of The Cheddar Cheese,
Broad Street, Reading, beforeleaving for Basingstoke. Before he
left Reading he had actedas secretaryof No, S District of the
Licensed Victnallers' Defence League of England and \Vales, and
secretaryof the Readingand District LicensedVictuallers Associa-
tion. At Basingstokehe heeamechairman ofthe Basingstokeand
District Licensed Victuallers' Association, and two months ago he
we presentedwith a pair of gold cuff-links from the membersof
the association to commemoratethe work lie had done for the
association.

Mr. Smith was a Freeniason,beinga memberof the " Eggle-
stone " Lodge.

He took prominent parts in the productions of the Royal
CountyOperatic soeioty some years ago. He was also well-known
as one of the " Connolly Brothers," and Mr, Ben Lawes,for whom
Mr. Smith frequently appearedin his popularconcertsat the Town
Hall, still has a playhill of the County Theatrein the 'ninetics,when
the "Connolly Brothers " were taking part in the periormarieo

Among his manyother activities, Mr. Smith wasa keen member
of the Reading Philanthropic Institution.

He leaves a widow and two sons.
The funeral servicewas taken by the Rev. E. E. Skuse (Rector

of Purley) at st. Michael`sChurch, Basingstoke,and the burial took
place at the Henley RoadCrematorium,where his Readingfriends
eame to pay their last tribute. At thc Basingstokeservicea large
number of licensedvictuallers from the district were present.

The following LicensedV ictuallers' Associations,in addition to
Reading,were represented Southampton, Portsmouth,Oxford (hy
Messrs. W. Vifatts, E. Talmage, A. “liley and H. Purchase),

Winchester, Lymington, Andover, Fareham. Other organisations
representedwere the No. 8 district of the L.V.D.L., by Mr. George
Prior, of Oxford, the president; the Council of the L.V.D.L, of
England and Wales, by Mr, l-larry Robinson; the Hants, Dorset
and Isle of Wight Retailers'Union were also represented.

There were many beautiful floral tributes.
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At ii meetingofthe Beeirresrril<el.ieeu~ed Victuallers' risenein-
tion, belrl at 'rbe crbvin lun, old lseeing, the (Qhairnmn (Mr.

Sweetvmui) said he knew rlrrrt all the memberswoulfl realise llie end

eireinnemnreunder yvlrirlr llrey had mel Referringto die sudden
deurlr of lllr. George smub, he said " 1 am Sure you will condole
with ure family bn lbe mer rlrut uur friend \lr. ceerpesruirli line

passed ruvrry. ,is ybu all lnieyr. hr line been n great irrenrl nnd
guidein lrelpiug ue to build up this .ieebriruim No unrdeof mine
can express rbe loss ulrirlr ire have euelunrerl bi his death. we
een only hope that lie bee passeddn to lus dub reunrd. lt is new
left to ue to rurrv nu the grrbd rvurlr bl rlrr .issbrierienfur ivlurli he
werleed se lmrrlf

After rr few rndmenrs” ,ilrure lmd been rrbeervrd. lbe meeting
wus edinuruedrill llluy mb,

The late Mr, George Smith.
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THE BEAR HOTEL, HUNGERFORD.

From an interestingund well produced publication entitled
Newbury _dmerrmrm we eull rbe following prtrngmplr :_

" The new Presidentof the Newbury and District Chamberof

Tradeis time popular gentleman,Mr. H. A, Cadd, and we think e
few words about him just now will he appropriate.

" Bom in 1887, he was educatedat RoanSchool, Greenwich,
and he was in the motor trade from 1906 to 1914. During that
time he had the honour of driving the late King EdwardVH, the
Dukeof Connaught,and many othernotable personages. During
the \Var he was foreman oi al munition factory, andalso Worked as
a fitter at Nz1pier's on aeroplaneengines. From 1919 to 1924 he
waslandlord of the Red Lion Inn, High Street, VVhitechapel,where,
sosays tradition, Dick Turpin shot Tom King. Whilst tllere he
lidd many interestingend rlrrllling experiencesof 'rough houses’
in that 'errlulirinuy lnenlilyl By way of er change he erune to
Newbury in 1924 as landlord of the famous old Jack Hotel `-now,
alas no more !-and there he and Mrs. Caddspell: ten happyyears,
during yvlnebthey madefbeineelveevery popular in the town, and
took a keen interest in all local affairs. It llardly seemspossible
eller rr year lids elapsedsince elrey leit ‘Tlie Jerk' to gn to ‘The
Bear at Hungerford, and We feel sure that all Newburianswish
them prosperity in their new home. We are glad that tlley are
still such near neighbours,and that We Shall often see them in
Newbury.

=¢ s s= a~

" Speaking of ‘The Bear' at Hungerford, it is interestingto

note rlidt this Iamous old lleetelry is reputedto havebeen built in

1297. In the reign ni Henry VIII it was er ileurielnnginn, and it
formed partof the dowry ol Anne of Clevesand Katharine Howard.
Queen Elizabeth slept tlrere, and tlie bedroom she occupied is still
shown to visitors as also is the room in which the conferencetook
place between King James'Commissioners and the supportersof

William of Orange, Charles I made 'The Bear his headquarters
when on his way to the relief ol Donnington Castle, Newbury, in

1644. In the 18th century probably everybodyoi importance in

society called at 'The Bear' on their way from London to that
centre oi fashion-Bath, It was here that the iamous Sydney
Smith is said to have played a practical joke on his friend-a
pluralist clergymanof the Pooh-Bah type-forwhom he ordered
SEVEN dinners, telling the landlord they were for a dean, an
archdeacon,a canon, a prebendary,a rector, a vicar,and a perpetual
curate "
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GREETINGS FROM ABROAD.
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A NATURE NOTE.

swA|.Low's PROTEST AcA1NsT THE com.

(EY c.H.i>.).

CUCKOO CUCKO0 Yes, the cuckoo hasarrived at last.
I heard him on Monday, April zoth, and I lea.rn from authentic
sources that he was also heard on the previous SundayatMaple-
durham and at Peppard.

How regular he is in his arrivals,rarely before April 18th and
as rarely later than the Zlst. I am afraid he has had a very cold
reception this year.

It was on Easter Monday that I saw the first svmllows. They,
too, seemed cold and hungry, To and fro, to and fro they flew,
" hawking " for flies, but their catch mustindeed have been scanty.
Then they would sir on the barbedwire fence with featherspuffed
out asa protection against the chilly winds, looking dejectedand
disconsolate.

A LETTER OF PROTEST.

Referring to these beautiful birds whose aerial evolutions,
performed with such graceand ease,always win one's admiration,
the following letter should prove of interest :-

To C,H.P.
Sir,»Reading your articles in THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE

concerning the charm of wild Nature's ways in England, I
journeyed from Africa to visit the country. When I arrived
on Easter Sundaythere was a lot of white stuff falling which
I have since leamed is snow. That may be very beautiful
from your point of view, but I think it is abominable. It drove
all the flies away. At any rate I couldnot see them if they
were about, with the result that throughoutthe whole morning
I had nothing to eat and only a snack or two before bedtime.
" O to be in England now thatApril's here " Whoeverwrote
that rubbish to entice the likes of us to your country ought to

have six months hard labour for fraud. I-Ie should have
written " O to be out of England now that April's here ”

I am writing this on Tuesday, April zrst, and what a day
That beastly white stuff»ca_ll it beautiful !»continuesto fall
and I am shivering with the cold, the almost entire lack of

food making me the more miserable,
However, I am going to remain anotherday or two and

if the weatherdoes not improve and thatbeastly white stuff
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continues to fall I am off backto Africa pretty quick. And
the first thing I shall do on arrivingthere will be to start an
action for fraudagainst the writer of thosewicked misleading
lines commencing,indeed, with the words" 0 to be in England
now that April's here "-Yours not very respectfully,

A. SWALLOW,

on-TER ARR1vALs.

The wryneck, known as the cuckoo’s mate, only becausehe
arrives about the same time as the cuckoo, is here, also the chiff-
chaff and witlow warbler, I saw a number of the last-namedbirds
on March zoth, Other migrants which have come over to gladden
us with their joyous songs and charming ways, are the blackcap.
white-throat, sedge and reed warblers, grass-hopperwarbler and
gardenWarbler, to mention only a few. I wonderwhat they think
of the wild, cold, fickle weather, Douhtless the letter from A,
Swallow will be followed up in the columns of THE Hor LEAF
GAZETTE with countlessother epistlesof protest.

Many nests contain young, including that of the blackbird,
thrush, robin, lark, linnet, hedge sparrow, and I wonder how these
baby birds have fared, The mothers do their best to keep them
warm, but the little ones have to be fed, and the parentscannot
remain on the nest and fetch food at the same time. On Tuesday
afternoon,in the snow storm, I watched a thrush catch a worm,
shakeit into tiny pieces, carefully gather up the fragmentslest any
should remain,and then fly off with her mouth filled to overflowing
with the food for her chicks, Backwards and forwards she
joumeyed,and on one occasionshe smasheda snail to pieces on a

stoneand took that to the youngstersby way of variety.

A REALLY NEW-LAID EGG,

Up the towpath, by the Thames,wherethis thrush wasatwork.
even the swans seemed to feel the bitter cold and blinding snow.
One crouchedon the grass by the riverside a.\1d hardly seemedto
have the energyto utter a hiss as I stroked her with my stick. By
way of variety, a duck laid an eggon the path not far from where I
was standing, but an old crow flew down andhelped himself to the
contentsbeforeI reached the spot, Hang the crow But for him
I should have had an egg thatwas " new laid."

In the first few days of March I found a long-tailed tit's nest
in the making. Now it is completedand contains eggs. The nest
of the long-tailed tit is indeed a thing of beauty, egg-shapedand
silver~plated with lichen. So firmly is the material felted together
that however heavythe rain or snow, I doubtif it couldpenetrate.
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In spite of the vagariesof the weatherwe shall havesome real
sunshine soon. Nearly all the migrants are here and with the richliquid music oi the nightingale and creke creke of the comcrake,
the bird choir will be complete,and in spite of Mr, Swallow's letter
we shall repeat trom the fullness of our hearts,

"O to be in England, now that April's here! "

LATER ARiuvALs,

The above article was written on April 21st, Of course a lot
has happenedsince then, including the arrival of the nightingale,
Mr. F. C. Hawkeswas oneof the first to hear this wonderfulsongster
on Brewery Common, Mortimer, whore he hasalso been listening
to the spottedwoodpeckers at work, drilling holes in the treesfor
nesting purposes.

The swifts put in an appearancein large numbers on Sunday,
May 3rd and, as a rule, a spell of warm weather follows theirarrival. The swift does not belong to the swallow tribe but is
closelyrelated to the night jar. Out liradfield Way, by the riverPang, you may hear the grasshopperwarbler reelingouthis peculiar
song, not unlike the sound you make when you releasethe line
from the Winch of your fishing road.

Mr.  A. Simonds, who is a keen observer of wild nature’s
ways,noticed the other dayamong a flock of woodpigeons onethat
was white-a very unusual " find."


