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Take a little wine for thy .rtomach’s sake and thine oft
injirmities.-The Bible.

HAT
F0111

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, cap.)

MR. lf. A. SrMoNDs‘ 5611-4 Bmrnuiw.

Ou Saturday, January9th, Mr. lf. A. Simonds celebratedhis
?6th birthday and received the congratulationsof his numerous
riends.

Fool) VALUE or ALcoi-roi..

4" Alcohol has a distinct place in medicine, for in anxious orfebrile patients distressingsymptoms can often be relieved and
sleeP securedby its judicial use. As a food alcohol has a real use,
for it has a high energy value, and is readily absorbed without
the need of previous digestion."»-The Practitioner, July, 1936.

“ Beer has undoubtedlya condimental value and often makes
the simple meal attractive, if it is only bread and cheese. Thus
regarded, beer, instead of representing a waste of food material
from which it is made, may actuallyeffect an economyin inducing
in thosewhosecustom it is to drink it a better appropriationof the
food they consume."-TheLancet.

A TONGUE-Twrsrizk.

A young man namedCholmondley Colquhoun
Once kept as a pet a babolquhoun

His mother said, " Cholmondley,
Do you think it quite cohnondley

To feed your babolquhuunwith a spolquhoun?"

Tm: _]oiimsR.

One characterin " Candid Escort," by T. B, Marie, says that
" if the worstcame to the worst, of course, I couldgo on the Stock
Exchangeas a half-commission man." A friend asks him if he
knowswhat a jobher is, and Jackie replies that he has heard of ajobber " as a man who buys what he cannot afford from a man
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who has not got it to sell," He is told by his friend that this is
correct. The friend adds " Then he sells what he hasnot bought
to 2. man who hopes it will risebefore he has to pay for it. And
one talks about close-over-the-nineand the figure-to-over, and
contango and backwardation, and wears a tophat and drinks
port at Moores afterlunch."»AUroLYccs, in the Financial Times.

THE LINE or SUccEssroN.

With the accessionto the Throne of her father, Princess
Elizabeth standsnext in the line of succession to the Throne.

Nn serious modification of the line of successionhas been
necessarysince the Act of Settlementof r7or, which decreedthat
failing surviving issue beingleft by Queen Anne the Crown should
pass to the heirs of PrincessSophia, Electressof Hanover,whose
son becameGeorge 1.

The Salic law which confines the successionto the male line
has no force in this country.

After Princess Elizabeth, therefore, the line of successionis
as follows :-

PrincessMargaret Rose.
Duke of Gloucester.
Duke of Kent.
Prince Edward.
The New Princess.
PrincessRoyal.
Lord Lascelles.
Hon. GeraldLascelles.
PrincessArthur of Connaught.
Earl of Macduff.
Lady Maud Carnegie.
Master of Carnegie.

The most immediate precedentfor passing of the succession
to the brotherof an English monarchis the accession of the Duke
of Clarence as King wiiiisin IV on the death of King George IV
in 1830.

On the death of VVilliam IV, in 1637, the Crown passed to
Princessvictoria, daughterof nie Duke of Kent, who had pre-
deceasedhis brother by nineteen years.

On the death of Charles II, in 1685, the Crown passedto his
brother, JamesDuke of York, who becameJames II.



156 THE I-lor LEAF GAZETTE

PRECEDENCE,

The Queen is First Lady in the Land. After her, in order,
are 2;

Queen Mary.
PrincessElizabeth,
PrincessMargaret Rose.
The PrincessRoyal,
The Duchess of Gloucester.
The Duchess of Kent.
The new Princess,

PALINDRQMES.

Which is the longest English palindromeP* A correspondent
quotes the words put into the mouth oi Napoleon “’ Able was I

ere I saw Elba."

Further palindromes are :~
A recruit's soliloquy " Raw & snug was I ere I saw grins &

war."

This has the merit of having only five different letters " Did
I tar a rat at Ararat? I did."

" Repel evil as a live leper."

" Egad, a base tone denotes a bad age."

‘ A ward or sentencethat is the sumsreadbackwards offorwanis.

INTERESTING TESTS.

Recent tests have shown that you traversenine miles in a full
evening'sdancing, averaging I7o yards ior a quick or 70 for a slow
dance.

An ice hockey player covers 13-I4 miles in a game, at an
average speed oi 27 m.p.h.

An average snooker player walks 720 yards during a game.
A fairly good tennis player will coveras much astwo miles a set.
A squashplayerruns IQ-2 miles in a match taking about 25 minutes.

WhenI played my friend, Mr. Cyril Langton, in the final for
Mr. Louis Simonds' Tennis Cup this year, I guess I covered a
good two miles in thatsecondsetand I saw to it, you bet, that he
didn't cover less!
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Bmos or A FEATHER.

" Good morning, Proiessor," said the plumber on arrival at

the house to which he had received an urgent summons. “ I a.m

sorry I shan’t be able to startwork right away. I haveforgotten
my tools,"

“ That's all right," replied the professor, " I have forgotten
what it was I wanted you for."

Nor Lri<ELY

The ardent temperanceworker bravely followed the burly
navvy into the public-houseand watched while he ordered half a
pint of bitter. Then, touching the man on the arm, she said:

" And do you think for one moment, my friend, that that
horrible drink is going to quench your thirst? "

The navvy turned round slowly and smiled.
"Wotl" he said. "This 'ere one glass? Not bloomin'

likely "

How THE Scor ESCAPED.

Two Scotsmen went into a public-houseand tossed to see
which should pay ihf drinks.

The winner called " Heads."
The loser called " Fire! " and escaped in the confusion.

WELL DONE, PAT

Pat determinedto passhis favourite tavem on his way home,
As he approachedit he became rather shaky, but after plucking
up courage, he passed it. Then,`after‘going about fiity yards,
he tumed, saying to himself “ Well done, Pat, me boy. Come
back and I'll treat ye."

Ecorzomics.

The tourist spentthe night at 3 small iam,and found himself
obliged to listen to the grumbles of the farmerabout beingunable
to make the farm pay.

" Well," said the tourist at length, " if as you say the farm
has neverpaid for the past twenty years, I don't see how you can
carry on at all."

"Ah," replied the iarmer, “I employ a labourer, But I
can't pay him any wages, so that in two years the farm becomes
his property. Then I work for him for two years until I get it
back again."
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Hlcl-l AND Low.

It was at the annual regimental reunion,and one of the guests
was looking lor an old oornrade. " Have you seen sidiiey? " lie

asked.
" No," replied anothercomrade. " I've been looking high and

low lor him."

" Well, those are the places," the secretary chimed in " he's

been dead four months."

Mhjon Asl-my.

We are all pleased to know that our esteemedDirector, Major
Ashby, has recoveredfrom his recent indisposition andhas resumed
his duties at the Brewery. He had a trip to Madiera to regain his
strength and while there received THE Hoe LEAF GAZETIE. It
was read by many at the Savoy Hotel, where he stayed, and, he
tells me, was very much appreciated.

KNOCK, KNoc1<l

Who‘s there?

Gladys.
Gladys who?

Gladys opening time!

Theresone thing thats certain to pnt 'tln to ront

And that is a bottle of Archangel Stout.

Wel_i_-nissenvlzo Puonorlolr.

Congratulationsto Mr. G. S. Dunster,who has been appointed
by the Directors of the Reading Gas Company as Secretary,to
succeedthe late Mr. A. B. Stedman. Mr. G. S, Dunster joinedthe
Reading Gas Company in 1911 as a junior clerk and has been
AssistantSecretarysince 1933, This gentlemanis a brother ol our
Mr. W. Dunster,writer of " Brewery jottings,"

GENlel<ol:s Rl5sl>oNsl2,

There has been a prompt and generousresponse to the appeal
for fundsto relieve distressamongthe east ol the ill-lated ~ Robinson
Crusoe" pantornirne, who have been rohlied ol their ernploynnent
by the disastrousfire at the Royal County Theatre.
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ANNUAL DlNNER.

The annualdinner will be held on Saturday,January 23rd, in

the LargeTown Hall, writes W.B. Mr. F. A. Simondswill preside
and he will be supportedby his Co-Directors. The Mayor (Alderman
Mrs. A. jenkins) has consented to attend, also many well-known
local gentlemen. The tickets (5/-), as in fomler years, are 2/- to

employees,tlle remainderol the cost being generouslyborne by the
Firm. All attending arerequested to be presentat 6.30 p_m. and
taketheir seatsby 6.45p.m. at the table asshown on their tickets

for the commencementof the dinner at 7 p.m. sharp. It is most
important that all are seatedin goodtime to ensure the arrange-
ments beingcarriecl out successfully. A goodprogrammeoi music
will be provided from 6.30 to 7 p.m. lor the benefitol those taking
their seatsearly. Music by an orcllestrawill also be playedduring
the dinner and an excellent concert has been arrangedto follow the
meal, We canall contribute to a successful evening by observing
the essentialrule of giving order diiring the speechesand musical

numbers. Severalopportunitieswill be givenfor " lettingourselves
go " during the community singing and the song choruses,but we
mustall resolve to give perlect orderwhen called upon to do so.

Essentialpoints
(1) Arrive and take our seats in good time.
(2) Give order at the proper times.

3) " Let go " during the communitysinging andchoruses.

Socml. Cl.uB's FlNE PERFORMANCE.

H. at G. sinionds’ Social Club gained a splendid victory on
Boxing Night at the Reading Skating Rink when a relay team,
consisting ol S. Cath (captain), Pidgeon, Busby and Jenkins,
defeated their nearest rivals, the Pulsometer,after leading through»
out the race by over a lap for the “ Banford " Challenge Shield.
judgingby the roar of applausewhenthe shield and medals were
presentedto the winning team by Mr. Banford, the victory was
evidently a very popular one.

DANcEs.

Following the very successfuldance heldunder the auspicesof

the TennisClub, the Football Club are holding onein Palm Lodge
on Monday, February Ist. Full details are advertisedon another
page. These dancesare a great asset to the social life of the Firm
andeven greater support shouldbe forthcomingfrom the employees.
It is hoped thata record number will attend this dance, thus giving
encouragementto the committeewho work so hard to makethese
events successful.
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How MANY BARRELS

Mr, C. J. Manning, of Messrs. W. _]. Rogers Ltd., writes,AI
have often thought that a little problem in the GAZETTE might
interest the staff and others. Hereis one

" A lorry driver was proceedingfrom Reading to Oxford,
when he was asked by an undergraduate

How many barrelshave you in the lorry?

“ He replied, If I had as many more, and Q as many
more, and 11) barrels, I should have 104 barrels.'

How many had he on the lorry? "

The answer will be found on page 187.

TRANsPoRT Fr.EET’sFrm; FEAT.

During Christmastide our Transport Department had an
extremely busytime, but the work was carried outwith the utmost
promptitude and proficiency. The tonnagedealt with during the
week December18th to 24th, amountedto no less than 2,000
tons, and no less than 16,000 miles were covered. Our fine fleet
of lorries were jeiirheyirig here, there and everywhere,and ih two
days dealt with goo tons, The 2,000-odd deliveries to public
houses and clubs were all carried out to time and there was not a

mishap anywhere. One hundred per cent. of the lorries were on
the road, which meant, of course, that there was not one left in

the workshops-atribute to the efficient manner in which these
lorries were turned out, The organizationgenerally, under the
supervisionof cehimahderH. D. simehds,was the acme of perfec-
tion and won the admiration of all.

-L »,=(O)==¢ 
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H, AND G. SIMONDS, LIMITED.

ANOTHER soccEssEvL YEAR,

THE NEW cAPrTAi. sTi<ucTuuE

MR. STEPHEN V. SHEA-SIMONDS ON THE POSITION.

(Reprinted from THE Moimruc AovEi1T1sEu, December zz, 1g36.)

The Annual General Meeting of H. and G. Simonds, I.imited,
was held yesterday at 19, Bridge Street, Reading.

Mr. StephenV, Shea»Simonds, the chairman, first of all

apologisedfor the absence througha chill of Mr. F. A. Simonds
(managing director), andsaid he felt surethatall shareholderswould
Wish him a speedyrecovery.-(Hear,hear.)

The Secretary (Mr. E, S. Phipps) having read the notice
convening the meeting and the report of the auditors,

The Chairman said 1-Ladies and Gentlemen,-Thereport oi

the directors and the balance-sheetand accounts for the past
financialyear, which ended on September30, 1936, have been in

your possessionfor several days, andyou have, he doubt, exarriirieri
them with greatcare. May I therefore askyou to allow me to take
them as read?-(Agreed)

THE NEW CAPITAL STRUCTURE.

Since addressingyou last year wc have embarked upon a

financial operation of a very important nature affecting the capital
structure of this company.

The reargahisatiehof the sharearid ieari eapiraiof rhe company
and the absorption of two subsidiaries have involved a most
complicatedscheme, but I am glad to say that the long and tedious
procedureAnecessitatingthe holding of nine separatemeetings--
which has extendedover the last sevenmonths-isnow approaching
eerhpietiari, arid early iii the New Year the whole schemewill have
been carried into effect.

Those of you who have received copiesof the many circulars
and formsdespatchedin connection with the schemewill, no doubt,
be fully conversantwith the alterationswhich have been, and are
being, effected, but I think perhaps a few words on the subject at

this juncture vviLl be acceptable.

A TnANs1T1oNAL sTAGE.

As you will have observed from the balancessheet,the
authorisedsharecapitalof the companynow consists of £1,5oo,ooo
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Five per Cent. Cumulative Preierencestock and,§l,ooo,oooOrdinary
stock, whilst the amount of sharecapitalin issueat the dateoi the
balance-sheetwas £696,610 Five per Cent. Cumulative Preference
stock, £540,240Ordinary stock, and 18o,o8o Ordinary sharesof £1
each, of which 15s, per sharehad been called up. These Ordinary
shares,I should explain, have since become fully paid and have
been convertedinto stock,

Since the date of the balance»sheet,we have issued further
Five per Cent. Cumulative Preferencestock amounting to £264,oo0,
which hasbeen allottedto shareholdersin our subsidiaries,Ashby's
StainesBrewery, Limited, and the South Berks Brewery Company,
Limited, in exchange for their holdings in those companies. The
issuedsharecapitalat the present tiny is, therefore gg6e,6rbFive
per (Tent. Cumulative Preferencestock; £720,320Ordinary stock,

I mention this fact becausethe balance-sheetin your possession
sets out the positionat a transitional stage in the schemeand the
iinal result of the reorganisationwill not be apparentto you lmtil
next year's accountsare placed before you.

DEEENTURE sTocK coNVERsloN.

You will noticeanother new item on this side of the balance-
sheet. I refer to the Three and a Half per Cent. Redeemable
Debenturestock. During the year we have taken advantageof
monetaryconditions and convertedthe old Four per Cent. and Six
per Cent. Debenturestocks into Three and a Half per Cent. stock
and all stockholderswere offered the option oi converting their
holdings into this new stock or acceptingrepaymentin cash. The
Six per Cent. stock, asyou will see, hasceasedto exist,whilst oi the
Four per Cent. stock there remainsa balanceof £99,29o,which will
be repaid at £110 per cent. on January8 next.

The amount of Three and a Halt per Cent. Redeemable
Debenturestockin issue at September3o last was {7ro,253, and
there has been issued, since that date, a further £575,828 of this
stockin connection With the liquidation of the subsidiariesalready
mentioned the majority of stockholders oi these subsidiaries
availed themselves of the oiier to exchange their holdings into
Three anti ri Heli per Cent. stock of this eernpsny.

Tllere is onemoreitem on the liabilities side oi the balance»sheet
to which I should like to refer, and that is general reserve. Here
again, the positionas at September3o last cannot be regardedas
wholly indicative of the ultimate result of the reorganisation,since
the liquidation oi the subsidiariesandthe consequentabsorptionof

their assets and liabilities must oi necessity entail considerable
alterations in the companys balance»sheet. The subsidiaries,
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Ashby'sStaines Brewery, Limited, and the South Berks Brewery
Company,Limited, you will reeellert, went into yrilnntnry liqnitles
tion on October 1 last.

om PVT “ELL Malhlanhli,

The output bt the eermmny and its subsidiarieshes been well
maintainedin all erees, and the trading profit has been increased
by e substantialfigure, This stlrmitege, however, hasbeen mainly
btissetby ri big nrlysnrein the charge inr wages, salaries, and repairs
to licensed propertiesemi brewerypromises. 1 may eflri that the
inereeserlensr of bniltiers' materials and wares lies contributed in

no small degree towards this factor,

think it is a matterof universal agreementthat our licensed

houses are maintained in a state oi repair which rendersthem
second to none in the South and \\`est oi lingland.

I am pleased to say that our beers have been excellentin
qnelity and a credit tb our brewing stsfi. There has been an
increase in the trade oi our licensedhouses, and rho tenants have
lnyelly upheldthe prestige of not only this ebrnpnny, but the whsle
of the licensed trade.

54,249,070rso'l"rl_Es or BEER st>l.l>.

As rt rnntter of interestingstatistical information, which niibrtl
you everyyear, 1 am ahlc te tcll you thet theoutput of bottled beers
(including e small qnsntity of betrlerl tirler; amounted,during the
year, to 54,249,070bottles.

The wine and spirit elepertment has again showed excellent
results with an increased turnover,and shareholdersare once more

asked to send tn usand to our liccnseeesinquiriesfor their personal
requirements. I am sure they will iind from our price lists that
we have a selection which will compare favourablywith that of any
firm of wine end spirit merchantsas to quality, variety, and terms.

AT"rliacTl\'E cA'ri;niN<, DEPARTMEM.

During the year our newly-establishedcatering departmenthas
taken over several of our road housesand riverside houses,a list of

which will be found at the endof the accounts. They have proved
an attraction, and are being well patronised, I trust that our
shareholders,wheneveropportunity occurs, will paythem a visit.
This department hasalso been of great assistance to many_of our
licenseesin giving them practicaladvice in all matters affecting the
catering side of their business,
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We have had control of our latest acquisition in the West
Country, Messrs. W, _]. Rogers,Ltd., for one full year, and I am
gladto report that this concern has shown a small working profit
for the first time for many years. A large sum hasbeen expended
on repairing andrebuilding propertiesin Bristol and the surrounding
districts,andwe are systematicallyraisingthem to the high standard
whichobtains with our licensed propertieselsewhere,andto which I
havealreadyreferred. The Hop Leaf sign and Hop Leaf beers are
now as welcome and popular in Bristol and neighbouringdistricts
as in all other areas served by us. We cannot, however, report
favourably on conditions in South Wales; but there are signs of
some recovery in that area,

MESSRS. s1MoNDs-i=ARsoNs' SUCCESSFUL YEAR.

Our associatedcompany in Malta, Messrs. Simonds-Parsons,
Ltd., has again had a successful year, and the conduct of their
businesscontinuesto be directedwith muchefficiency andforesight.
They have been faced with grave pmhlems, owing to the inter-
national complications in the Mediterranean, and many difficulties
arising from local competition.

We haveinterestedourselvesin the most recent introduction,
viz., the canning of beers, and haveendeavouredto keep abreast of
this development, and have put on the market our well-known
" S.B." ale in cans, and there has been a steady and increasing
demandfor this novelty,

HARLEY i=iucEs.

We have continued to honour the agreementmade with the
Chancellor of the Exchequerin 1933 with respect to the use of an
increasedproportion of home-grown barleys in the production of
our beers, and this agreementhas been universally observedby the
whole of the brewingtrade in this country, to the great advantage
of farmers in the barley-growing districts. I fear that during the
current year the eest of barley will be somewhat higherthan in the
past year. It is certain that the quality, owing to unfavourable
climatic conditions, will not be so goodas in recentyears.

TRUSUTE To oFFIclALs AND sTAFFs.

I am sure you will wish me to express our thanks to the
operativeand clerical staffsfor the loyal service they have rendered
during the past year in particular,the schemefor the reorganisation
of the shareand loan capital and the liquidation of our subsidiary
companies, Ashby's StainesBrewery, Ltd., and the South Berks
Brewery Company, Ltd., has thrown an enormousweight on the
shouldersof our secretarialand accountancydepartments,involving
many months of continuous long hoursof responsibleand tedious
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work, which they have carried out with the utmost efficiency and
cheerfulness.

MR. c. E. couol-I’s SERVICES.

Where all have supportedusso loyally, it would be invidious
to mention names; there is, however, an individual in another
departmentto whom I feel ittmy duty to refer, and I am sure you
will learn with regret thatMr. C. E. Gough is retiring at the end of

this month aftermore than 55 yearsof conspicuousandmeritorious
service, During that period he hasheld his present positionfor 29

years, being responsiblefor the control of all our home and foreign
branchesand our extensivemilitary trade-avery severe burden
which he hasmost successfullysustained.»(Applause,) He carries
our best wishes with him on his well-earnedreleasefrom business
worries of which he has experiencedmore than enough.-(Hear,
hear.)

In conclusion, may I say that in spite of a few complaints as

to our not increasingour dividend for the past year, shareholders
may be satisfied that your board are merely carrying out the
conservativeand prudent policy which they havealwaysadopted-
and will still continue to pursue-oflooking ahead and making
provision for the future, especially in view of the fact that the whole
world is living in such anxious and critical times.-(Applause)

I now beg to move the following resolution :-That the report
of the directors and statement of accountsfor the year ended
September3o, 1936, be received and adopted;and that having
already paid dividend eh 163,200 cumulative Prefereheesharesof

£1 each at 5 per cent. per annum, less income tax, for the nine
months ended _Iune 30, 1936; dividend on 400,000 Cumulative
Preferencesharesof £1 each at 6§~ per cent.per annum, less income
tax, for the ninemonths endedJune 30, 1936 interimdividend on
£540,240Ordinary stockat 4 per cent., lessincometax, and provided
for interest on £696,610Five per Cent. CumulativePreferencestock,
less income tax, for the three months ended September30, 1936,
the directors now recommendthat the balanceof £223,076 13s. od.
be appropriatedas follows :-

£ s. d.

To addto DebentureRedemptionReserve   1,649 5 2

T 0 pay a final dividend on £540,240Ordinary stock
at 14 per cent.,lessincome tax (making18 per cent.
for the year)       57,670 12 5

To addto pensionsreserve     6,350 o 0

To add to propertyimprovement account   25,713 7 1

To add to contingenciesreserve  ._  22,000 0 0

To carry forward to next year   109,693 8 4

£223,076 13 o
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Mr. J. l-l. Simonds (vice~chairman)seconded the resolution.

HIGH QUALITY OF BEER.

Mr, T. Binsted spoke of the balancesheet as a splendid one,
and said he was pleasedto hear the chairman refer to the brewing
staff, who deservedgreat credit for the beers which they tumed
out, reports the Berkshire Chmnick. Vi/hether it was in Reading,
Plymouth or the Bristol district, the beers were always of the one
standardgoodquality. Conditionsin South Waleswere improving,
and he hoped the companywould gradually receive some of the
benefit thatwould accrue as a result of that.

The resolution proposedby the chairman was carried unani-
mously.

uiREcToRsRE-ELECTED.

Mr. J. l-l. simonds proposedthe re-election or Mr. s. v. shea-
Simonds to the directorate. Their chairman, he said, gave his time
to the welfare of the businessin general.

CommanderSimonds seconded,and the resolutionwas carried
with acclamation,Mr. Simonds briefly responding.

Mr. A. _]. Redmanproposedthe re-election of Mr. L. A, Simonds
as a director. The other directors, he remarked,were delighted to
have on the board a son of their managing director, and they
regretted that both of them were unableto be present that day.

Mr. _]. H. Simondsseconded,andthis was carriedunanimously.

On the proposition of the chairman, secondedby Major M. H.
Simonds, Messrs. Collins, Tootell and Co. were re-appointedauditors
to the firm, and Mr. Collins, in reply, said thc balancesheet of the
firm was asneara modelbalancesheet asanyone couldwish to find.

A vote of thankswas accordedthe chairman,on the proposition
of Mr. c. \v. Smith, secondedby Mr. T, Binsted.

Thankswere also expressedto the boarcl of directors and the
staff by Mr. Vere H. Smith, secondedby Major M. H, Simonds.

The latter referred to the transportstaff. He said, " These heavy
lorries are driven all over the country, and I have never yet come
acrossa caseof bad driving or inconsiderateness."

'i3€=""»EG''ga'
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RETIRl£MEY\7'l` OF MR. C. E. GOUGH.

After a wonderful record of 55 years' service on the Fi.rm»
Mr. C. E. Gough retired to a well-eamed rest on the 31stDecember.
He has been Manager of the Branch Department for about 29
years.

Our readers will recollect that after completing 50 years'
service an account of his businesscareerappeared in the issueof

this Journal for October, roy. The successwhich he has achieved,
during strenuous and eventful years and great changes and
developmentsof the Firm, the control of Branches,the Naval and
Military business,Canvas Department, Foreign trade and adver-
tising, gives a glimpse of the extent and variedknowledge required
in carrying out the duties of the department.

Tn ma.rk the close of his businesslife and to give the Branch
Managersand DepartmentalChiefs at Reading an opportunityof

saying farewell, the Directorskindly gave a luncheonparty at the
Ship Hotel, Reading, on the Ist january, when the Company's
Chairman,Mr. S. V. Shea-Simonds,presided. Mr. F. A. Simonds,
Managing Director, Commander H. D. Simontls, Major G. S. M,

Ashby and Mr, R. St. ]. Quarry, were also present. Regretsat

the unavoidable absenceof other Directors were expressed.
The speechesbythe Chairmanand Managing Director summed

up the high esteemin wllich Mr. Gough was heldby all with whom
he came into contact and the tributes paid tu his outstanding
abilities and loyalty were in terms of which he must have been
truly proud.

Mr. c. G. Adams and Mr. W. H. Wigley, thc two senior Branch
Managersin length of service, also spolteof their long association
with Mr. Gough and the support and encouragementwhich hc had
always given to them all.

In replying to the toast of his health, Mr. Gough mentioned
thathe hadserved under four generationsof the ManagingDirect0r's
family and thankedthe Directors for their kindness, courtesy and
hospitality.

Towards the closeof the luncheonMr. F. A. Simondsproposed
the health of Mr. A. R. Bradford, who succeeds Mr. Gough as

Manager of the Branch Department,and who suitably respondetl.

To mark the occasion of his retirement, prcsentationswere
made to Mr. Gough by the Directors and by the Branch Managers,
Departmental Chiefs, Staffs at Reading and Branches, and
OverseasAgents and Representatives.

A further presentationwas made by the §taif of the Canvas
Department.
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Lere lv flux Iive, or war/c, or p/nj
Tuw11,L»1m[el,NurlL,.faulL,Eu.rlar Weil

Tlzej 4/way: know andu/wa): my-
Tlml Leer ix Ln! ......

WLen .wummer .run Lealxfeme and Lat

And man lLe tai/er gaze.: in querl

Oferwhrrg drink In care Irir 101-
T/ren Leer ir Len ......

And WLM ILM game?Leen Lard avuffui
With muxrfex lfring in I/re lex!

T]|e_fm1[W/tix!/e L/aw; al /axl-
Tlrrr Leer if Lex! .....

W Len /oneé/, ml or under [mr
And we/mme ir n War¢L 4 fer/

Q/4 flml, 4 :fart _game in 1/re Law-

Tffen Leer ix Lat .....

2

For A” arcaxianx greatar rm/11/

eA rerlain wa] In 11/rare your guext
A lanfuml wlien l/re xpeeelrex_pell-

TLen Leer ix Lex! ....,
Wlmr J., rr ,JW .ml lrm,.,,~/ flier

Afn1p:ne¢4[evenIftt1eLrings rex!
To /:effing /i»nLr am! Wag' eye:-

TLen Leer ir Lext .....
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MY HOP LEAF sTol<v_

By ~ sis,"

t" linen FameHem Her 7`emente_";

I'm zl friendly sort oi fellow, full of sunshine,deep and mellow,
And l‘rn known from Singaporeto Fairy Isles.
If ynn seek me in the Strand, or by Afric's golden eenti,
You canbet your liie you'll find me full of smiles.

Brit I'll hasten to explain lest you think that am vein,
That my life is lent one leng continuous round
trhe' I'm Berkshires jey and prirle, end weeborn at Kcnnct's side,
While at Ascot and the ~ Royal "--well l'rn renowned.)

Brit by literary worth, rin et travesty freni birth,
Tho' must confess I havemy pztlmy days.
Still my youth is one long fret with the exercise I get,

_Inst to clearmy head of all its " barmy " ways.

For l'm " mashed" and “ hopped " about, then they run me in

and out,
Till I get all hut and cold a sad admission
And my reflections arc not clear at this stage of my career
But my trainers' rouse me up from this condition.

Then I'm hurried down below, for no reason that I know,
Bungcd and bangedabout so tight that I’m quite chesty.
It‘s as much as l een do to keep on breathing through,
Perl leel that if didn't-they'djust forget rne.

It's tt blessing no relation at this stage of incubation
Cen interpret rny eernrnents. Fer if they could

een tell you now I'm ent (for ite rnneh tee tight to sheet),
'rhet if they tlererl ln interfere I`d bust the weed.

lent they know l'rn quite seenre,ee they leave me to mature
In a comer dark and cold, Without compunction

And ior many days I stay, too jammed up to run away,
Tho' my nameson everylipfI eennetfunction.

\\`he1\ I [cel a hand on mc, I'm as quiet as can be,
For my llatul'e's now sedate and quite refined-

So it‘s time that I began to assist the SB. plan,
And to fill up vacanciesthey have in mind.


