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Take a little wm:ﬁ/or thy :tamach’J mke and thine oft

ities.—The
CHAT
rom

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By C.HP)

MR. F. A. SDIONDS' 56TH BIRTHDAY.

On Saturday, January oth, Mr. F. A. Simonds celebrated his
Dﬁm lnrthda\ and received the congratulations of his numerous

FooD VALUE OF ALCOHOL.

“ Alcohol has a * place in medicine, for in anzious or
febrile patients d.\su':ssmp symptoms can

sleep secured by its judicial use. As a food ‘sicohol has & real use
for it has a high energy value, and is readily absorbed wnhoul
the need of previous digestion.”—The Practitioner, July,

“ Beer has undoubtedly a condimental value and i makew
the simple méal attractive, n it is only bread and cheese. Thus
regarded, beer, instead of representing a waste of food material
from which 1t s made, may actaally clfcct o sconomsy n ndueing
in those whose custom it s to drnk it better appropriation of the
food they consume.”—The L

A TONGUE-TWISTER.

A young man meme Chol oo ey Colgyin
Once kept as a olqul
Hismother i, Chalmoniieh,
ink it quite colmondiey
To feed ,wux Babolqshoun with & el

THE JoBBER.

One character in “ Candid Escort,” by T. B. Marle, says that
if the worst came 10 the worst, of corse, [ could go on' the Stock
Exchange as 2 half-commission m: iend asks him if he
Kows what a Jobbes 15, and Jackas repll that he has hemsd of
jobber *as a man who buys what he cannot afford from a man
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who has not got it to sell” He is told by his friend that this is
correct. The friend adds : * Then he sells what he has not bought

THE LINE OF SUCCESSION.

With the accession to the Throne of her father, Pm\cess
Elizabeth stands next in the line of succession to the Thror

No serious, modification of the line of succession las
nec since the Act of Settlement of 1701, which decreed ot
lmhng PR R e e
o the leirs of Princess Sophia, Electress of Hanover, whose
Bl

The Salic law which confines the succession to the male line
has no force in this country.

Aiter Princess Elzabeth, therefore, the line of succession s

as follows :-

Princess Margaret Rose.

Duke of Gluucesker.

Duke of Kent

Prince Edwas

The New Princess.

Princess Royal.

Lord Lascelles.

Earl of Macduff,
Lady Maud Carnegie.
Master of Cornegie

The most immediate precedent for passing of the succession
to the brother of an English monarch is the accession of the Duke
of Clarence as King William IV on the death of King George IV
in 1830,

the death of William 1V, in 1837, the Crown passed to
Princess Victoria, daughter of the Duke of Kent, who had pre-
deceased his brother by nineteen years,

On the death of Charles II, in 1685, the Crown pasmd to his
brother, James Duke of York, who became James I
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PRECEDENCE.
The Queen is First Lady in the Land. After her, in order,

Queen Mary.
Princess Elizabeth.

‘The Duchess of Kent.
‘The new Princess.
PALINDROMES.
Which is the longest English palindrome A correspondent
uotes the words put into the mouth of Napoleon :'* Able was I
ere I saw Elba.
Further palindromes are :—

A recruit’s soliloquy : “ Raw & snug was T ere T saw guns &
ar.” \
This has the meritof aving only five differnt leters : * Did
I tar a rat at Ararat? I did.”

“Repel evil as a live leper.”

“Egad, a base tone denotes a bad age.”

* A word or sentence that s the same read backwards o7 forwards.
INTERESTING TESTS.

Recent tests have shown that you traverse nine miles in a full
evening’s dancing, averaging 170 yards for a quick or 70 for a slow
dance.

An ice hockey player covers 13-T4 miles in a game, at an
average speed of 27 h.

An average snooker player walks 720 yards during a game.
A fairly good tennis player will cover as much as two miles a set.
‘A squash player rums 13-2 miles in a match taking about 25 minutes.

When L played my friend, M. Cyril Langton, n the final for
Mr. Louis Simonds' Tennis Cup this year, I guess I covered a
good two miles in that second set and T saw to it, you bet, that e
didn’t cover less
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER.

ood moming, Professr,” suid the plumber on arival at
the hous {0 wich fe ettt e
Shan't be able to start work Hight away. 1 have forgotien
Ty ooks.”
;' Thats al right xeplied the professor,
what it was I wanted you for.”

1 have forgotten

Not Likery ! .

The ardent temperance worker bravely followed the burly
navvy into the public-house and watched while he ordered half a
pint of bitter. Then, touching the man on the arm, she said :

And do you tink for one moment, my friend, that that
horrible drink is going to quench your thirs
y tumned round slowly and ~mxled.
he said. “ This 'ere one glass? Not bloomin”

likely 1
How THE Scot ESCAPED.
0 Scotsmen went into a publichouse and tossed to see
which should pay for drinks.
The winner called “ Heads.”
The loser called  Fire | and escaped in the confusion.

WELL DoNg, PAT!

Pat determined to pass his favourite tavern on his way home.
As he approached it he became rather shaky, but after plucking
up coursge e amed 164 Mhésh ool Shont ffty yais,
he turned, saying o himself : ** Well done, Pat, me boy. Com
back and Tl treat ye.

EcoNowics.
tourist spent the night at a small farm, &nd found himself
obhged to listen to the grumbles of the farmer about being unable
to make the farm pay.
“ Well,” said the tourist at length, “if as you say the farm
has never paid for the past twenty years, I don't see how you can
carry on at all.”

“Ah" replied the farmer, “ I employ a labourer. But T
can’t pay him any wages, so that in two years the farm becomes
his property. T work for him for two years until T get it
back again.
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HiGH AND Low.

t was at the annual regimental reunion, and one of the guests
he

was 1mkmg for an old comrade. * Have you seen Sidney
asked.

No," replied another comrade. * I've been looking high and
low for him

el dicio e E ho places | the secretacy chimed in ; “ he’s.
been dead four month

MaJOR ASHBY.

We are all pleased to know that our esteemed Director, Major
Ashby, has recovered from his recent indisposition and has resumed
his duties at the Brewery. He had a trip to Madiera to regain bis
strength and while there roceived Tuw Hoe Lear Gazerrs, It
B iy maay B o Savty Holb, whert e o901, 4, he
B e precaten

Kxock, Kxock !
Who's there ?
Gladys.
Gladys who ?
Gladys opening time |
There’s one thing that's certain to put 'flu to rout
And that is a bottle of Archangel Stout.

WELL-DESERVED PROMOTION

Congratulations to Mr. G. S. Dunster, who has been appointed
by e Directors of the Reading Gas Company s Secxetary, to
succeed the late Mr. A. B. Stedman. Mr. G. S. Dunster joined the
R ding Gas Com any in 1011 as a been
stant Secretary since 1933. _This gentleman s a brother of our
D i Rrbre ke

GENEROUS RESPONSE

been a prompt and generous response to the appeal
for funds to relleve distress among the cast of the ill-fated ** Robinson

% e, who have btsn robbed of tlneu employment
by the disastrous fre at the Royal County Thea
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ANNUAL DINNER.
annual dinner will be held on Saturday, January 23rd, in
La:ge Town Hall, writes W.B. F. A. Simonds will preside

S e
Mirs. A. Jenkins) has consented. to atten

Tirm.  All attending are requested to be present at 6.30 pm. an
take their seats by 6.45 pm. at the table as shown on their tickets
for the commencement of the dinner at 7 p.m. sharp. It is most
important that all are seated in good time to ensure the arrange-
ments being carried out successfully. A good programme of music
will be provided from 6.30 to 7 p.m. for the benefit of those taking
their seats early.  Music by an orchestra will also be played during
the dinner and an excellent concert has been arranged to follow the
meal. We can all contribute to a successful evening by observing
the eseatia s of gving crder doring ke speciies £ musical
umbers. Several opportunities will be given for “ letting ourselves
g0 during the compmunity singing and.the song chorusss, but we
‘must all resolve to give perfect order when called upon to do so.

Essential points
(1) Arrive and take our seats in good time.
(2) Give order at the proper times.
(3) “ Let go ” during the community singing and choruses.

SociAL CLuB's FINE PERFORMANCE.

H. & G. Simonds’ Social Club gained a splendid vlctory on
Boxing Night at the Reading Skating Rink when a relay team,
consisting of S. Cath_(captain), Pidgeon, Busby and Jenkins,
defeated their nearest rivals, the Pulsometer, after leading through
out the race by over a lap for the “ Banford " Challenge Shield.
Judging by the roar of applause when the shield and medals were
presented to the winning team by Mr. Banford, the victory was
evidently a very popular one.

DANCES.

Following the very successful dance held under the auspices of
the Tennis Club, the Football Club are holding one in Palm Lodge
on Monday, February 1st. Full details are advertised on another
page. These dances are a great asset to the social life of the Firm
and even greater t should be forthcoming from pl
Tt is hoped that a record number will attend this dance, thus giving
encouragement {0 the comumittee who work so hard to ke these
events successful




160 THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE

How MANY BARRELS?

Mr. C. J. Manning, of Messrs. W. J. Rogers Ltd., writes—I
have often thought um a lie pmblem in the GAZETTE might
interest the staif and o

A lorry d.nv:r was proceeding. Imm Reading to Oxford,
wheas he was askéd by an uhdergradust

* How many barrels have you in the lm-xy i

;+He reflied, (10 1 sl e Sl (s
more, and 1 barrels, T should have 104 barre

“ How many had he on the lorry ? "
‘The answer will be found on page 187.

TranspoRT FLEET's FINE FEAT,
During Christmastide our Transport Department had an
cxuemely busy time, but the work was carried out with the utmost
omptitude and proficiency. - The tonnage dealt with during the
week December 18th to 24th, amounted to no less than 2,000
tons, and no less than 16,000 miles were covered. Our fine fleet
of loris wero ourneying here, there and everywhere and in two
dage dealt with: goostest. The: 2,000-013. delivesies ‘o public
T i i

anywhere, One hundred per cent. of the lorries were on
the road, which meant, of course, that there was not one left in
the workShops-—a ribite to the elicient manner in which these

umed out. The organization generally, under the
supe:kum\ of Coling BT D ety the acuth o plstos
tion and won the admiration of all.
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H. AND G. SIMONDS, LIMITED.
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR.
THE NEW CAPITAL STRUCTURE.
MR. STEPHEN V. SHEA-SMONDS ON THE POSITION.
(Reprinted from Tk MORNING ADVERTISER, December 22, 1936.)

The Annual General Meeting of H. and G. Simonds, Limited,
was held yesterday at 19, Bridge oy Reading.

M. Stephen V. Shea-Simonds, the chairman, first of all
apologised for the absence through a chill
(managing director),and said he et sre S D

wish him a speedy recovery.—(Hear, hear.)

The Secretary (Mr. E. S Pmpps) having read the notice

cnnvelung the meeting and the report of the auditors,

e Chairman said :—Ladies and Gentlemen,—The report of
the e and the balance-sheet and accounts for the past

them as read ?—(Agreed.
THE NEW CAPITAL STRUCTURE.

Sinee addressing you last year we have embark a
financial operation of & very important nature affecting e Gpital
structure of this company.

he reorganisation of the share and loan capital of the company
and the absorption of two subsidiaries have involved a most
complicated scheme, but 1 am glad to say that he long and tedious
procedure—necessitating the holding of nine separate meetings—
which has extended over the last seven months —is now approaching
completion, and early in the New Year the whole scheme will have
been carried into effect.

Those of you who have received copies of the many circulars
and forms despatched in connection with the scheme will, no doubt,

ully conversant with the alterations which have been, and are
being, cffected, but I think perhaps a few words on the subject at
this juncture will be acceptable.

A TRANSITIONAL STAGE.

As you will have observed from the balance-sheet, the
suthorised share capital of the company Row-consists of £1,500,000
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Five per Cent. Cumulative Preference stock and £1,000,000 Ordinary
stock, whilst the amount of share capital in issue at the date of the
balance-sheet was £696,610 Five per Cent. Cumulative Preference
stock, £540,240 Ordinary stock, and 180,080 Ordinary shares of £1
cach, of which 15s. per share had been called up. These Ordinary
shares, T should explain, have since become fully paid and have
been converted into stock.

Since the date of the balance-sheet, we have issued further

issued share capital at the present day is, therefore : £960,670 Five
per Cent. Cumulative Preference stock ; £720,320 Ordinary stock.

1 mention this fact because the balance-sheet in your possession
sets out the position at  transitional stage in the seheme and the
final result of the reorganisation will not be apparent to you until

t year's accounts are placed before you.

DEBENTURE STOCK CONVERSION

You will notice another new item on this side of the balance-
sheet. 1 refer to the Three and a Half per Cent. Redeemable

ture stocks in
gncd all stoecholier yere offered the option of converting their
Hholdingsinto this new stock or accepting repayment in cash.  The

per Cent. stock, a5 you will see, has ceased 10 exist, whilst of the
Four per sz slock there remams a balance of [qq,zqn, ‘which will
be repaid at £110 per cent. on January

T o ot T 3ort s Fal per Cint) Redtmaile
Debenture stock in issuc at September 30 last was £710,:253,

ere has been issued, since that date, a further £575,828 of s

mentioned ; the majority of stockholders of these subsidiaries
availed_themselves of the offer to exchange their holdings into
Three and a Hall per Cen. stock of this company.

Ther biliti ide of the ball
Ty SR P T g s
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Ashby’s Staines Brewery, Limited, and the South Berks Brewery
Company, Limited, you will recollect, went into voluntary liquida-
tion on October 1 last.

OUTPUT WELL MAINTAINED,

‘maintained in all area

off-set by a big adv.
to licensed properties and brewery premises. T may a

increased cost of builders’ materials and wages has contributed in
no small degree towards this factor.

1 think it is a matter of universal agreement that our licensed
houses are maintained in a state of repair which renders them
second to none in the South and West of Englane

1 am pleased to say that our beers have been excellentin
quality and a credit to our brewing staff. There h

cteste in the/fas o out eensod s B ATEAEATEIAVS
loyally upheld the prestige o not only this company, but the whole
of the licensed t

54,249,070 BOTTLES OF BEER SOLD.

Asa mauur o ok statistical information, which I afford
youever able to tell you that the output of bottled beers
lincluding s small quantity of bottled cider) amounted, during the
ycar, 10 54,249,070 bottles.

ind spirit department has again showed excellent
e e el e e

asked to send to us and to our licenseees inquiries for their personal
requirements. I am sure ey il G o et s €
we have a selection which will compare favourably with that of any
firm of wine and spirit merchants s to quality, variety, and terms.

ATIRACTIVE CATERING DEPARTMENT.

During the year our nevly-stablished catering department hae
taken over several of our road houses and riverside houses, a list of
which wil he found at the ead of the accounts, They have proved
an attraction, and are being well patronised. I trust that our
shareholders, whenever uppormmty occuxs will pay them a visit.

is department has also reat assistance to many of our

B vl ok el o el it g e
catering side of their business.
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We have had control of our latest acquisition in the West
Country, Messts. W. J. Rogers, Ltd., for one full year, and I am
glad to report that this concern has shown a small working profit
for e fir i time for many years. A Jarge sum has been expended
Bristol and
msmczs, ahdweare systematically raising them to the high standard
‘which obtains with our licensed properties elsewhere, and to which
have already referred. The Hop Leaf sign and Hop Leaf beers are
now as welcome and popular in Bristol and neighbouring districts
ther areas served by us. We cannof, however, report
favourably on conditions in South Wales ; but there are signs of
some recovery in that arca.

MESSRS. SIMONDS-FARSONS’ SUCCESSFUL YEAR.

Our associated company in Malta, Messrs. Simonds-Farsons,

We have interested ourselves in the most recent introduction,

he canning of beers, and have endeavoured to keep abreast of

ths development, and have put on the market our well-known

ale in cans, TG steady and increasing
dema.nd for this novelty.

BARLEY PRICES.

We have continued to honour the agreement made with the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1933 with respect to the use of an
increased proportion of homegrown barleys in the production of

r beers, and this agreement has been universally observed by the
L
of farmers in the barley-growing districts. 1 fear that during the
current year the cost of barley will be somewhat higher than in the
past year. It is certain that the quality, owing {o unfavourable
climatic conditions, will not be so good as in recent years,

TRIBUTE TO OFFICIALS AND STAFFS.

sure you will wish me to express our thanks to the
operative and clerical staffs for the loyal service they have rendered
during the past year ; in particular, the scheme for tlie reorganisation
of the share and loan capital and the liquidation of our subsidiary
companies, Ashby’s Staines Brewery, Ltd., and the South Berks
Brewery Company, Ltd, has thrown an eiormous weight on the
olving
it ot e i AR RS Kiteicas
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work, which they have carried out with the utmost efficiency and
cheerfulness.

MR. C. E. GOUGH’S SERVICES.

Where all have supported us so loyally, it would be invidious
to mention names; there is, however, an individual in another
department to whom I feel it my duty to refer, and I am sure you
will learn with regret that Mr. C. E. Gough is retiring at the end of
this montaer more than 55 years of congpiuous and meritorious
service. ing that period he has held his present position for 2
y:ar: bei mg respon:xble for the control of all our home and foreign

and our extensive military trade—a very severe burden
e most succesflly sustained —(Applause) He carris
o

ith b
Worri of which he has experienced more than enough.— (Hear,
hear.)

In conclusion, may T say that in spite of a few complaints as
to our not increasing our dividend for the past year, shareholders
may be satisfied that your board are merely carrying out the
conservative and pruden poicy which they have abways adopted—
and will still continue to pursue—of looking ahead and making
provision for the future, especially in view of the fact that «he ehas
Forid s living in such Anious and ertical times.—

1 now beg to move the following resolution :—That he report
of the directors and statement of accounts o the year _ended
September 30, 103 adopted ; and that having
already paid dxvldeml on mx 200 C\lmu]auve Preference 5||ares of
£1 each at 5 per cent. per less income. tax for the nine
Sl el xga{) il ot 1 400 Cumulat ive
Preference sharés of £1 cach at 6} per cent. per annum, less income.
tax, for the nine months ended Jume 30, 1036 ; interim dividend on
£540,240 Ordinary stock at 4 per cent., less income tax, and provided
for interest on £696,610 Five per Cent. Cumulmve Preference stock,

income tax, for the three months tember 30, 1935
the directors now recommend that the Balance of {223,078 135
be appropriated as follows

£isd
To add to Debenture Redemption Reserve ... 1649 5 2
To pay a final dividend on £540,240 Ordinary stock

alxg per ent, s ncoms Lax making 18 per cnt.

for e 5767012 5
To add to pensions reser : oo
To add to property Tmprovecaent acesunt | 7 1

To add to contingencies reserve 00
To carry forward to next year 8 4

£223,076 13

lo
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Mr. J. H. Simonds (vice-chairman) scconded the resolution.
HIGH QUALITY OF BEER.

Mr. T. Binsted spoke of the balance sheet as a splendid one,
and said he was pleased to hear the chairman refer to the brewing
staff, who deserved great credit for the beers which they turned
out, reports the Berkshive Chronicle. Whether it was in Reading,
Plymouth or the Bristol district, the beers were always of the one
standard good quality.  Conditions in South Wales were improving,
and he hoped the company would gradually receive some of the
benefit that would accrue as a result of that.

The resolution proposed by the chairman was carried unani-
mously.

DIRECTORS RE-ELECTED.
. H. Simonds proposed the re-clection of Mr. S. V. Shea-
Simonds ln the directorate. Their chairman, he said, gave his time
to the welfare of the business in general.
imander Simonds seconded, and the resolution was carried
with acclamation, Mr. Simonds briefly responding.

Mr. A. J. Redman proposed the re-election of Mr. L. A. Simonds
as a director. The other directors, he remarked, were delighted to
have on_the board a son of their managing director, and they
regretted that both of them were unable to be present that day.

Mr. J. H. Simonds seconded, and this was carried unanimously.

the proposition of the chairman, ~emnd9d by M.a]ur M. H.
51mond>. Messrs. Collins, Tootell and CO e re-appointed auditors
to the firm, and Mr. Collins, in repl e o rdishe e
il waaia ieai a oe] balarics sheek aa nyone ekl ieh 6 find,

A vote of thanks was accarded the chairman, on the proposition
of Mr. G. W. Smith, seconded by Mr. T. Binsted.

Thanks were also expressed to the board of directors and the
staff by Mr. Vere H. Smith, seconded by Major M. H. Simonds
Thie labuer eferred 6 e teusportstails He said,  These heavy

ries are driven all over the country, and I have never yet come
across a case of bad driving o inconsiderateness.
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RETIREMENT OF MR. C. E. GOUGH.

fter a wonderful record of 55 years’ service on the Firm:
Mr. C. E. Gough retired to a well-carned rest on the 31t December.
H bhas ‘been Manager of the Branch Department for sbat 29
idiy

()ur readers will recolect that after completing 5o years

ice an account of his business career appeared in the issue of

T3 Jonenat fof Detober, 9%, Tt miies Wehibh He s achiohel,

during strenuous and eventful years and great changes and

developments of the Firm, the control of Branches, the Naval and

tary business, Canvas Department, Foreign trade and adver-

uqng gives a glimpse of the extent and varied knowledge required
in carrying out the duties of the department.

To mark the close of his business life and to give the Branch
Managers and Departmental Chiefs at Reading an opportunity of
saying farewel, the Directors kindly gave a luncheon party a the
Stip Hotel, Reading, on the 15t January, when the Com;

V. Shea-Simonds; presided. M. F. 4. S 2 4

Managing Dumor, ommander H.'D. Simonds, Major G. S.
Ashby and Mr. R.'St. J. Quarry, were also present. Regms at
the unavmdahlc absencé of other Directors were expressed
peeches by the Chairman and Managing Director summed

up o) Tigh csteem 1 which Mr. Gough was held by all with whom
he_came into contact and_the tributes paid to his outstanding
gt s Loyt era b S e e
truly pros

. G A M, W Wiy A o s Beag
Managers in length of service, also spoke of their long association
with e, Gough and the support and encouragement which he had
‘xlwa)w given to them all

replying to the toast of his health, Mr. Gough mentioned
R e ‘generations of the Managing Director's
family and thanked the Directors for their kindness, courtesy and
hospxldhl)

the close of the luncheon Mr. F. &, Simonds propoted
the heallh u( Mr. dford, who succeeds Mr.
Manager of the Branch l)cpm(mem, and who suitably responded

To mark_the occasion of his retirement, presentations Wete
made to Mr. Gough by the Directors and by the Branch Managers,
Departmental Chiefs, Staffs at_Reading and Branches, and
Overseas Agents and Representatives.

A further prosentaton was made by the $taf of the Canvas
Departme:






