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MR. JOHN F. C. BOWYER.

The portrait of Mr. John F. C. Bowver, Travellr at London
Branch, which appears as our frontispiece this month, will be
welcomed over a wide area

Bowyer joined the travelling staff at London in 19
and has proved himself very successful. His congenial

and his desire to please at all times, combined with his S Al
abilities, have made him many friends in club life.

district is West London.

t is not the enviable lot of everyone to gain the confidence
and friendship of their clientele to the extent which Mr. Bowyer
enjoys. The fine business connection which he has built up is
largely composed of personal friends and associates in all spheres
His standing with his customers is the negation of the oft-repeated
phrase that there is * no sentiment in business.” He has proved
that mutual confidence is the keynote of success and ensures satis-
faction equally to the buyer and seller

Mr. Bowyer is a member of a military family and was born
at Aldershot, where he spent the early part of his day
nber

He joined the Royal Engineers at Chatham in Nov
1800, was sent out to China in May, 1900, and took part in the
Boxer Kising, and was aftervards stationed in Hong Ko for
three years. Rotuming to England, he served at the Curragh
Al ershik and Shoracltif, and joined fhe Ressrve in 1907, Ho
then held a licence, the * Britanria,” Newnham, Gloucesterspire.

At the outbreak of the Great War he was recalled to the
Colotrs and Jotned the soth Ficld Co,, Royal Engineers, at the
Curragh, and proceeded to. France with the Fifth Division in
August, 1914, and went to Mons. He was wounded at the Aisne
in September, 114, and returned to England. After convalescence
he proceeded to Leeds and acted as Instructor and assisted with
recruiting, In April, 1915, he proceeded to Egypt and after three
months_there returned to Franc
of hostilities. He held the rank of Company Sergeant-Major and
possesses the following medals

China

Mons Star

General Service

Victory

He has been & good allround athlete, having played Rugby
(for € todestons and Hythe), sl cricket and Asssistign football
ot e bis outdoeni el at tha prosentlHime,

CORONATION
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Take a little wine for thy stomacks sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

CHAT ff i

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By\C. H P}

Gob Birss our KING AND QUEEN

In the short while since King George and Queen Elizabeth
came to the Throne the kindly estem which they had previously won
has become firmer than ever.  They liave taken up their imimense

urden quictly, resolutely, and with dignity. the eve of the
Soroustion Bnnm feels profoundly sure that et reign will make

he monarchy still more beloved throughout the Empire and this
beiier =

CHAFFINCHES' NEST AT RoSE AND THISTLE.

Chaffinches are very partial to apple trees on which to build
their nests and a pair have chosen as the site for their home the
applo tree i front of the Rose and Thistle, Argyle Road, Reading,
where Mr. and Mrs. Absolom have been watching the birds construct
their charming nest. It is indeed a work of art and, next to the
long-tailed tits, as pretty a bird cradle as there is to be seen.

GreAT WORK FOR GREAT CA

On Monday, April 1th, Primrose Day, Mr. F. A. Simonds w
at a widely attended meeting of the Reading Conservative Associa-
tion, unanimously re-leted President for the year. This is the
seventh c Seeasion or which Mr. Simonds has een
slected to i office, For somo seventeen years prio: to this he

s Chairman of the Association. At one time Mr. Simonds was
Yso Chairman of the Bacingstoke Conservative Association with
Mr. E. W. Sharpe as Hon. Secretary.  That is indeed a great
record of good work for a great cause

Brush AND Wasu Up.

An announcement over a hairdresser’s shop in Japan mzL
irs Dressing—Shaves and Waves-—Brush and Was
UpeHieads Cut—Beards Razed.Corns cropped—Hands Maruzed
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SIXTY-YEAR-OLD CHEESE.

imous old inn claims to own a sixty-year-old cheese. It is,
of course, still going strong
TAKE SoME LickiN !

A postage stamp over a yard square has been printed in one of
the Balkan States, says a paper. That will want some licking !
WouLp BECOME HER PROPERTY
And you say these lifebelts are guaranteed by the company?
Absolutely, madam.””

“ But supposing 1 wore one, and went down for the third
time? "

“In that case, madam, the belt would become your own
property.”

OXNE FOR 1

CETOTALLERS.
 has undoubtedly a condimental value, and often makes

the sxmple meal attractive, if it is only bread and chees

regarded beer, instead of representing a waste of food matcnal from

which it is made, may actually effect an cconomy b

o ¥ s to denk it a better approptiation of the

food they consume."—T)e Lancel.

TuE TRUTH ABOUT BEER.

* I have a great admiration for Queen \’lcmna, and parnullul\
for one reason. ~ 1 remember reading that she said, * Giv
plenty of beer, good beer, and cheap beer, and. i g T
2 revolution among them. That is true. 1f you limit the supply
of beer to the people, you make them miserable, dissatisfied,
unhappy and quarrelsome. Alcohol is one of the best foods there
is, and it is the most economical.”—Sir William Arbuthnot Lane,
C.B.

Fry-Fisuine !

Two cockney boys spending a day in the country came upon a
man ly-fishing, Aftr vatching i cast | s line several s, ane
of them remarked to the ' Oh, come on, Bill, he'll never
catch anything. Hos uvmg to asso e

RED CANARIES ?

Omithalogts on the Continent have been making some
interesting experiments with canaries by feeding Them on pepper.
e Hacemmtod in some extraordinary changes of eather colour.
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Deep yellow capaties promply change to & bright red on being
iven t, according ayenne, it is

"s
g
H
X3
g

impregnates it, and oil. Remove the last two clements and the
pepper diet has no colour-changing effect on the feathers. The oil
is, therefore, claimed as the colour changer. ~Similar experiments
were tried with white chickens more curious result was
produced. The birds not only changed colour, but were affect
by the weather. Each change of temperature was reflected in the
change of tone of their artificially induced colouring, this making
them excellent weather pmphek\‘ ‘Whether ssible to
produce a breed of red canaries the experts are not prepared to
say-—at present.

THE DAILY SHAVE.

Lord Mayor of London’s (Sir George Brmdbndge} reenn,,
reference to man's daily morning slavery with lather brush a
el e AR T
great historian was a self-shaver, and the woeful results are recorded
in his biography. When he sailed for India and his chambers in

ondon were cleared, there were found over fifty strops hacked to
strips and splinters, and razors innumerable in every stage of
disrepair. At one time he hurt his hand and had to call in a
barber. ~ After the operation he asked the man’s fee. ** Oh, what
you usually give the person who shaves you, sir,"” was the answer.
“In that case,” replied Macaulay grimly, * I'should give you a
great gash on cither cheek.

THE ORIGIN OF THE HANDSHAKE.
The custom of shaking hands, which Slgmu \me ﬂarm
secretary of the Fascist Party, has declare of
ascism,” is believed to have originated in_ Hahty pm(ucc o

the hand before offering it in greeting, and this is probably a
survival from mediaval times, when a knight removed his gauntlet
in token of confidence and peaceful intentions. Among many

savage races handshaking, or grasping, is still practised with all its
old-time significance.

His ONLY SPORT.

At least one Cabinet Minister of the past would have regarded
the Government's * physical fitness ” campaign without any
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enthusiasm. Macaulay, according to his biographer,  could
neither swim nor row nor drive nor skate nor shoot,” and * viewed
his deficiencies with supreme _indifference.” Once, when in
attendance at Windsor, he was informed that a horse was at his
disposal. her Majesty wishes to see me ride,” he rejoined,
b ot o lephant.”  He had, however, a * sport "
of his own, at which he excelled. He could thread his way through
the most crowded street without raising his eyes from the open baok
in his hand.

For ik Foon Faps.

Professor E. P. Catheart, Regius Professor of Physiology.
Glasgow, concluded a lecture ‘on Food and Nutrition with the
following advice :—

“ Eat all kind Nature doth bestow :

vill amalgamate below

bt
The gastric juice will find it out.”

CoLp STORAGE.

i anly sixty-ive years sinco the fist cargo of froven meat
(mm Australia arrived in Jand, but preservation by refigeration

at a very much earlier
date. Half a century ago a.party of Russian scientists in Siberia
CP A A A refrigerating qualities of the
climate had kept in perfect prescrvation. The flesh looked so
fempting, Indesd, that they cut off some seaks and. enjoyed them
immensely, it is said, without experiencing any ill-effects from
eating meat that had Hean in eold storage for at legst 100,000 years

His TurN.

1 shall put you fellows in this room,” said the host ; * you'll
have a comfortable night, for it has a feather bed.” At two o'clod.
in the morning one of the guests roused his companion.
th me, Dick,” he groaned ; “it’s my turn to be on e

FRENCH PROVERBS AND SAYINGS

recent collecion of proverbs and sayings current among the
French country people contain much common sense. They show
an almost universal distrust of law suits, and, as is to be expected,
many concern eating and drinking, for the Frenchman is among
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those who certainly know how to get the most out of life. One
proverb about the law runs, n a lawsuit is to gain a hen cmd
lose a cow.” * Too often to court leads to ‘A po

case needs a mighty good lawyer.” Of eating and e the

are a few specimen proverbs and sayings : ** Aroun
well mm table agreement comes quickly.” “ Soup is the best
doctor.” e who does not drnk wine aftersalad s in danger of
falling ill” ** Eat soberly, sleep peacefully, and live long.”

feel cold after a meal is a sign of good health.” * If you would e
healthy, never drink or eat without thirst or hunger.” Among

Tline
1 case of trouble with the eye

them only with the leow

OvERmEARD 1N THE BAR
Barman : * We must have some more Crown Cork openers.
Customer : ** My word aren’t Simonds’ up-to-date ! They not

only supply a special Coronation Brew, but * Crown Corks ' too ! !
(Exit the Editor.)

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

It is imperative that ** The Hop Leaf Gazette ™’ appears
during the first few days of each month. Wil correspondents.
therefore kindly send in their copy to reach the Editor by
the 20th of each month previous to the month of issue.
Matter for the June issue, for instance, should be received
by the 20th of May.
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ARS UNDER THE “ HOP LEAF" FLAG.

FIFTY Y

Reproduced above is a photograph of Miss A. K. Jack, the
very popular landlady of the Red Rose, Sonthampton Street,
Reading

The licence of this House has been held by the Jack family
since August 19th, 1886, when the late Mr. Jack came to Reading
It was subsequently held by the late Mrs. Jack and since July 28th
1920, Miss Jack s been the licensee—surely a unique’event for
a maiden lady to hold a lic
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Miss Jack, naturallyy has seen many changes take place since
the f the “ hotted " beer, and 2d. a pint at that, but one
thing T mls i ot g0 hd fhat s the quality of the

“ Hoy " brands. Testimony to this and also to the manner
in which the House has been run, is the fact that the very first
customer Miss Jack's father served, nearly fift; still
takes his glass of beer at the Red Rose. In ddition to i, the

Red Rose is also known as the house of ** Good Words "~—a
tribute to the respect and esteem in which Miss Jack is held by
all her customers |

Well done, Miss Jack, we congratulate
proud record of your House and for so trad
prestige of the licensed trade.

you on maintaining the
lly upholding the

P.J

The following appeared in the Reading Mercury for May st
1937
CORONATION BEER POPULAR

SPECIAL EREW IN READING.

SEND IN YOUR ORDERS NOW—STOCKS RUNNING LOW

There has been a very wide demand for the special Coronation
beer brewed by the well-known Reading firm of Messrs. H. & G
Simonds Ltd. It is packed in attractive cans in Coronation colours
and bearing, like vintage wine, the year of making

yas the suggestion of the managing director (Mr. .
Simonds) that cans should be used for Coronation beer, and the
demand has proved that bis idea was 4 £00d one. _ Biorders bave
my parts o Great Britaia, including
and Lincolnshire. special
Brew 18 also very popelar in Reading and.the e

Che firm originally ordered the brewing of 20,000 dozen cans
B e R R S
firm's up-to-date machinery has been producing 180 dozen filled
cans every hour.

The beer is being retailed in sets of three cans, packed in de
luxe cartons representing an old English inn

It is an old custom to brew special beer in honour of a ne
Sovereign, and “ Royal " beer, as it is called, has been known to
fetch high prices i’ the auction rooms. Messrs. Simonds have
samples of beer made at previous coronations.
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A NATURE NOTE.
(5Y cave)
HOW FATHER PARTRIDGE ASSISTS WITH THE CHILDREN.
COURAGE OF THE BLUE TIT

A brimstone butterfly wings his ig-zag course down the lane ;

the grasshopper varble unrels bis pecula song from & willow by
riverside; a_sedge warbler chatters vociferously ; willow

jers reloace little sastades of song from the tree tops ; the
cackoo s calling all day, while the nightingale floods the copse with
music by night. Yes, summer is indeed on the way and with the
artval of the swift and the cornerake, as regards our oversea
v.snors, the comp: be about complete. 1 was listening to
the rich liquid hotex of the mightingale. the other might. He is
indeed a wonderful songster and wvt ot dis ing his vocal
efforts in the least degree, perhaj a trifle over-cstimated. 1
daink 1 prefr the song of the thrush o # the flate Hke motes of the
blackbird. It may be because they are not just fair weather
friends. I am not musical znd you may well say, not competent
to judge. But I just make the observation for what it is worth.

sweet ; it is loud and long. Though the male bird wears a black
cap, the female dons a chocolate-coloured one. Both father and
mother take their share in the task of incubation.

A CHARMING SIGHT.

tridges are nesting now and in um connection, if you are

observam you may soon witness one e most charming sights
of the countryside. Throughout nbtmg “ime father partridee
remains close to mother, ready to warn her of the slightest sign of
danger and then, when the young are hatched, e assiss bis it to
dry them and keep them warm during the s of their
existence. Mother partridge is @ very tidy bmi and she places
the empty half-egg-shells neatly inside each o

Of course this little brown bird is also very attractive in another
direction and that is on the dining table. Doubtless you are well
aware of the distich —

If the Partridge had the Woodcock’s thigh,
Tt would be the best bird that eer did fly.

By the way, heye)yon cvet seen . pestc idge perch on a tree ?
T never have. [Mr. informs me_that he has
Witnessed the very unusual sight of a partridge resting on a tree.]
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THE BED-TIME OF THE BIRDS,
s astgpishing with what, egularity, dhe binds g toipel

y be seen going into my worthy acighbour's

nesting box at e 00, thh sy o ek e L
e el e yenlitcaniny dud o i
within a fe lock. Thes entertaining little
birds show rare courage it i approach g and will hiss at

a snake. Inser

you will receive a very shary
As with the nests of the tits, so with most other birds—they are
very easy to locate if you only go the right way to work. 1 have
Just returned from an early momning walk, as I write. 1 saw a

female tomtit with some moss in her beak. 1 secreted myself in
e s, waited and watched. But not for long. She soon
thought the coast was clear and popped into the hole of a tree
close at hand. ~ As she flew to and from carrying building material,
father followed close behind. And that was about all he did—how
like 2 ma

WHAT THE LAW SAYS

Unientte Pisjection of B Act, Jomiltls illegal to (1) take
rith the intention of seling alive, and (a) sel, offer for sle, or
have in possession for sale alive, any British ) n the
schedule of the Act, other than Close-ringed specimens bred in
tivity.

For the purposes of the Act a bird is “ British " if it is a species
resident in or visiting Great Britain in a wild state. The following
are the birds listed in the schedule

Kinglisher Sparrow, Hedge
Larks Sparrow, Hous
Tinnet Sparrow, Tree
i Starling
Martin, House Stonechat
Martin, Sand Swallow
Nightingale Thrushes
Nightjar ity (including Bearded
Nuthateh Tic
Oriole, Golden Treecrecper
Ouwls fexcept Lietle  Twite
Dipper Ol Wagtails
Fildfore Pipits Warblers
Fireerested Wren Raven Waswing
Flycatcher, Pied Redpoll, Lesser Wheatear
Flyeatcher Spotted edpoll ialy Whinchat
Golderested Wren Whitethroas
Goldfinch Kedstas, Black ‘Whitethroat, Lesser
Greenfinch Ring, Ouzel Woodpeckers
i Robin Wren, Common
Hoopeo Shrike, Great Grey  Wayniek
Jackdaw Shrike, Redback Yellowhammer
Tay Siskin
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THE SIX BELLS, SHINFIELD,

This popular Howse of Messs. H, & G. Simonds, though
somewhat off the beaten track, is well known to many of the
Sahabitantsof the soatherd envicons of Reading, and i a8 Tavourte
resort of theirs, more especially during the summer months. Tt is
a pleasing sight in fine weather, to see so many people thero enjoying
thei refreshments, ol and the children romping and playing
Bells is casy of access from the Whitley
s terminus and from the Shinfield Road, at Church
tissing, Thames Valley Biss Route No.

The Landlord of the Six Bells, Mr. Joseph Hussey, has held
the tenancy of the House for the past twenty-cight years, and is
the oldest licensee in the district. Old Joe, as he is affectionately
called, is a well known figure in the neighbourhood and is held in
the highest esteem.  Ably assisted by his helpmat
typical landlady if ever there was one, he has worthily upheld the
grat traditons of Messrs. Simonds. ' The Ales and Beers drawn
rom the wood are always of the finest quality and condition and,
as the umw is fully licenise, hie can cater fop all clases, Before
comin Bells, Mr. Hussey w ~r‘rn|»\uy?d for thirty-three
Jears.in the Bisouit Eactory. . In bis latter years there he was
deputy e e e T
employees, past and present

fresco,

Those travellers who essay the journey to the Six Bells will
find themselves in an unspoilt part, where the cnunlr)’xd(‘ wears
{he safhe’plensant dapoch T hs Ao Tod HuinlOR ' Yoo

he history of the Manor of Shinfield is interesting and dates
e long before the Conquest. Supposing that, after refreshing
ourselves at the Bells, we feel inclined for a stroll further afield
ing to the Church and Manor House.
Shinfield Church, an old building, incorporates several featues of
previous churches and chapels, notably the Norman doorway, and
it would be quite that a place of worship has existed
there since the carlla times, Most of the prisent building dates
from 1568, but the venerable-looking brick tower is not so old as
it looks having been built in 1664. The dwelling-house next the
churchyard gate was, some sixty years ago, the old Six Bells Inn,
and as there are six bells in the Church Beliry, the derivation of
the name is obvious.

A little further on and we come to the Manor House, now th
National Institute for Research in Dairying. In the olden days
the Manor mostly remained in the hands of the kings of England,
but in 1604 it was sold by King James I, who came from Scotland
I8 3600 AL Wkay et sl
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Near the Manor gates will be scen a huge cedar trec
have been planed by Qs ot A ragon, 48
first wife of King F

is also interesting to note that Henry gave Shinfield Manor
o Catnaies part of her dow
.M

BREWING BEER IN PONDOLAND

e Pondoland, Africa
ize. This is stewed f
w05 fecemaisth T e iomgecs 1

the above picture natives of Ea
may be seen brewing their be
some time, strained off and
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ferments the stronger it becomes.  After about a fortnight the
beer is ready for drinking but remains very aad rather
e, Doubtless these natives wih they could say *S.B."
receive it

fiéld of maize from which this beer is brewed. Notice the
height to which the corn grows,
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WORDS OF WISDOM

They begin with little things who fall into great ones.

If what is said about you is true, set yourself right ; if it is
false, let it go for what it will fetch
ere is nothing so kindly as kindness ; there is no winter in
the B o S S P e

What is really momentous and all important with us is the
present, by which the future is ~hape<l and colou

Be what your friends think you are ; avoid being what your
enemies say you are ; go right forward and be happy.

£ is not enough to be familiar with the best ; we must add to
that familiarity the power to fully employ and enjoy the best that
has been done and said and thought

Nothing is so strong as gentleness, nothing so gentle as real
strength,

It is only the superficial who are cynical about human nature,

Sea oppotunity.in. every diffclty instead of difficulty in
every opport

If you would fall into any extreme, let it be on the side of
gentleness.

Nothing is too bad to be incurable, oo good to be hoped for ;
nothing oo high to be attempted ; nothing so precious that we
cannot afford to give it away

He who will not reason is a bigot, he who dare not reason is
slave.






