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MISS A. M. PROSSER,

To Miss Prosser falls the distinction of being the first lady
member of our staff to occupy the frontispiece of this journal, a
distinction which is merited by outstanding ability as well as by
length of service.

It is difficult to realize that over 21 years have elapsed since
Miss Prosser commenced duties in the Correspondence Department,
in March, 1916, to fill one of the gaps created by the departure of
the male staff who were called up for service with the Forces. It
is remembered of her that not only did she perform yeoman service
during critical years of the War, but such was her speed and ability
to grasp what was required of her that she literally made work
scarce in the particular sphere in which she was then employed.
As a result she was given other and more important jobs in the
General Department which included journal and ledger work, at
which she soon became adept. By the end of the War, Miss Prosser
was as firmly entrenched in the office as the menfolk had been on
the battlefields and with other members of her sex became
established as an integral part of the permanent staff.

In November, 1929, when the position of Private Secretary to
the Managing Director, Mr. F. A. Simonds, became vacant, Miss
Prosser was recommended as a successor and was given a month’s
trial. So successful was her work and so ably did she fulfil the
duties entrusted to her, which necessitate accuracy and speed in a
stenographer, combined with tact, reticence and a high standard of
education, that there Was no further question as to her suitability
for the office to which she had been raised. The qualities of
reliability, loyalty and discretion, supported by a remarkable
memory, which had brought Miss Prosser to the notice of her sponsor,
have been of inestimable value o her and have contributed to the
success which she has achieved. Of a very frank and candid
nature, she freely admits that her work has been rendered less
arduous by the ever ready assistance and kindness which she has
received from those with whom she is brought into sontact.

Miss Prosser takes a keen enthusiasm in the social and sports
life of the Brewery, particularly in the tennis section, in which she
participates not only on the courts but in the provision of the
 Tennis Teas " which are always an enjoyable feature of the club's
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matches. She has also been of great assistance in the arrangement
of the football and tennis club dances and has been a willing helper
in connection with the Brewery fetes and in the children’s Xmas
treats, flower shows, etc. A frequent attendant at the Elm Park
Football Ground, Miss Prosser also has a fondness for travelling
and her summer holidays frequently take her to the Continent
where she has visited many places of interest, including Ober-
ammergau, the Black Forest, Germany, Interlaken, Switzerland,
Stresa, Lake Maggiore, Biarritz, Lourdes, &c. At the present
moment sheis on a tour which includes visits to Munich and Mondsee
on Lake Wolfgang, Austria.

— ==
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

O e

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By CHP)
NoOT SEEKING RE-ELECTION

Owing to the ever-increasing demands upan his time by the
Firn'’s business, Commander H. Simonds has reluctantly
decided that he cannot again stand a idate for the Reading
Town Council 81 e sepiraticn of (ho! (hf6s years fof which!he
was elected on November 1st, 1934. Since Commander Simonds
was first elected he has been appointed Chairman of Messrs.
W. J. Rogers Ltd, Brstol, and s also a Director of The Cirencester

GazerTe will
y mlm O e el due v b
o the West Country and. the Cotswold district, and the
His services in the
local parliament are greatly valued and he is held in high esteem
by his colleagues on the Council.  He has been deservedly popular
in the town generally and especially s this so in Redlands Ward
which he represented, where his services are much appreciated
and where his decision has becn reccived with much regret. ~His

, we areassured,

g

with gratitude. |
Wiat the ** Berkshire Chronicle " says,
COMMANDER SIMONDS' DECISION

The decision of Commander H. D. Simonds not to seek
rlecton in Redlands Ward in Novernber i another reminder of
the difficulty which confronts business men i
serve their fellow burgesses on the Town Co\mrll (on\mandel
Simonds has recently been finding it mrm:mglv mmcun to devote
the nece%ar\ time to Council work, ai mé time to carry
out his important duties at The Brewery xu“e T was frst ckcu-u
to the Reading Town Council in 1034, Messrs G.
e T e L i o Sier Pl Chanoss
Simonds has been made Chairman of Messrs. Rogers, and he is
also serving on the board of the Cirencester Brewery Co. The
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burgeses will appreciate how great are the calls on Commander
Simonds' time and attention, but at the same time they will
sincerely regret the loss to the \,nrporalmn of so able, level-headed,
sncicr el sepeskgition Commander Simonds' expert
knowledge on many questions, and particularly with regard to
{zangpore has boca of 4he greatist valtle to his calléagues.  Lhope
e st il e s il Bl o smone: L civi dntios
for wehic he has shown such specal apttude, and that my forecast
will yet be real will one day be Mayor of

In announcing his Secion to M. C. Pennkt, the popularchaxrmzn
of the Conservative Association in Redlands Ward,

Simonds says eed hardly say how much I shall regm i
to sever my mnnsclmu with Redlands Ward, and I shall always
remember wi tude the kindness, loyalty and Hi support
e LR S

PROGRESS IN BUSINESS.
The chairman rose and asked the members of his audience
how lheu’ businesses were progressing. He got the following
replies
Scrapmg along,” said the barber.
“ Making both ends meat,” said the butcher.
¢ Jast living from hand to mouth,” sid the dentist.
fum, " said the spiritualist
G blzck uu(louk i sald the chimney sweep.
use,”
o) ey s i s e
“ A bit stale,” said the baker.
- Having o grate time” said ‘the coal merchant
e bt it i
““In grave: dificultcs,” wound up the wadertaker.

A CITADEL OF FREEDOM.
t is not an exaggeration to assert that but ror the British

those the verdict would be different if the might of the British
Empire were cast into the other scale. That might is daily
et DU R ey Communist menace

It mankin's chiel hope that rdered Liberty, founded
pont %, wikions day reign throughout the world.
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THE LATE MR. MAURICE BRADLEY.

as with very deep regret we learned of the death of Mr.
il Bradley, o Direcor of Bradley & Son, Ltd, The Printers,

Caxton Street, Reading. During the course of my duties in
cannechon with the HOP LEAF GAZETTE n wns my privilege to
im on numerous occasions. Ther s always a cheery

grecting and i was ever scady mih iendly advice Bindled with
great kindliness. His cheeriness was infectious and he ever created
a bappy atmosphere around bim whether at work o play: His
passing over is felt very keenly by all who were in any way

associated with him and that loss must be grievous indeed, like khe
passing from sunshine into shadow, to those nearest and dearest to
him, particularly Mrs. Maurice Bradley and the children. But
their sorrow must be greatly softened and sweetened by the fragrant
memory that Mr. Maurice Bradley leaves behind him, a memory
that will linger long at his home and amongst all with whom our
late lamented friend—for he was a true friend to us all—worked or

d.

A COMING ACCOUNTANT

Hearty congratulations to Mr. F. W. Lawrence, of the General
Office, on passing the Second Section Fioai Examination, London,
Association of Accountants.

APPOINTED TO A LIEUTENANCY.

Mr. E. W. Kirby, of our Staines Depot, a keen Temmm]
ad il to THE Hop LEAF Ga bee
appointe tenancy in the Sth Mn\dlescx Regiment.
Appended is an extract from the London Gazette

Gunn

. W. Kirby
[mm ()b(h (So\lth Midland) Field Brigade, R.A.
(late Cadet,
eadi m,r( Rrhcnl (.mmngenl Jun. Div. 0.T.C.)
t0 be 2nd Licutena
Sth Middlesex Rege
July 31st, 1937.

TYRANNY'S Doom.

For liberty must win in the long run. In some respects
v is n free d it i
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obedience, and can organise silently, and more switly, for war.
But in every tyranny are the sceds of its own dissolution—it dies
with its mainspring, the tyrant. Thus has it been with the tyrannies
of the past ; but the will of the people ever prevails. The trouble
is that, before their end, those tyrannies may have plinged the
world into chaos, The British Empire’s business is to prevent that
catastrophe, if possible, o to preserve alive the spirit of liberty
i it canmot averk the calamity sltogether.

On that account we are grateful to the Empire’s statesmen,
every one of whom has made an uncompromising declaration in
support of that personal freedom which is the Briton’s most
cherished possession. In whatever else they may differ—and there
is room for honest differences in  unity that is spontancous and
free—the Empire’s peoples will agree upon this. For the Empire
was founded by free men, and is the power it is to-day because the
ploneers gave 1o others the liberty they claimed for themselves.

Wor Asour Ir?
e Editor's Post Bag contains many communications and

lhey et infinite variety. - Here is one that I felt I must reproduce
in its entirety
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THE MEASURE OF A MAN.

Not—How did he die? But—How did he live ?
of—What did he gain 7 But ~What did he give ?

Not—What was his ch Nor, what was his creed ?

Bit—Had he heftnded thoce really in need ?

Not—What did the sketch in the newspaper say ?

ut—FHow many were sorry when he passed away ?
e s Sl
Of a man as a man, regardless of birth.

Tae FRiexp or Max.

am sure we all love our dogs. I know I do mine and the
lollowmg eulogy delivered by Sir Walter Scott on the merits of
ur_dog h uid be read by al
Almighty, who gave the dog to be the companion
of our pleasure and our toils, hath invested him with a nature
noble and incapable of deceit. He forgets neither friend nor
foe ; remembers with accuracy both benefit and injury.
He hath a share of man's intelligence but no stare of
man’s falsehood. You may bribe an assassin to slay a m:
or a witness to take his life by false accusation, but y
cannot make a dog tear his benefactor. He i the friend of
man, save when man justly incurs his emnity.

ST. SWITHIN'S Dav.
Here is the explanation of the St. Swithin’s Day legend :—
within requested that he should be buried outside the

e s raindrops should fall on his grave. Later
it was decided to bury him in the cathe storm arose on
July 15th ‘and continued for forty days, delaying the rebur

The explanation, however, has o foundation in pistorical fact,
according to leading authorities.

OLD-WORLD GARDEN FETE.

A parish fete held in the Vicarage Gardens at Mapledurham,
near Reading, on Wednesday, July 28th, was opened by Lady

acassey, wife of Sir Lynden L. Macassey, K.C. The gardens
were planned by King Willam TV, whoss son. was Vices. teem
1828 t0 1854. Mapledurham is the parish whence William Lynde,
herald to Henry VI, departed to announce the King’s decision to
found Eton College. Mapledurham Church is older than Eton
College by abont 400 years.
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THE LIFE OF A GOLDFISH.
168 cat bs ine live, how many bas & goldfs7, There s
one man in Reading who could truthfully answer “ Um
and he is employed at The Brewery. This goldiih, it e
simply refuses to die. On sevi as or it
found on the floor afte umping o
really dead. Placed back in its natural element, it always revived.
nce when lying on the floor it was stepped on, a
of skin. Back in the water, it recovered. Now, believe it or not,
comes the best part. Recently it was decided the goldfish was
really dead and it was thrown into the dustbin. Hours later it
Vas taken ont nd seluraad to.the water--and soom: revived.
understand that * Joe ” is considered priceless now, but I hope
the Hop LEAF GaziTte Editor will investigate the story.—Reading
Standard
[The Editor has investigated the story and found it to be true.
The fish is still alive.]

Nupists |

Mother Suail yas {2king Baby Stal for o wllc, They
Mother Slug ylio wa taking Baby Slug for a wall M()[hcr ot
said to Baby S ¥ yous head: darling. Nudists)

‘WHAT Is A GENTLEMAN ?
he prize of {10 offersd by Tie Daily Mail for the best
etntion ot the wera gentleman has been ay
A gentleman is a man who makes you lhmk you are a
gentleman too.
GIvE M THE MasTER |
A lady suspected that one of her two sons was paying attention
to one of her maids. She determined to find out which son it was.
So she said to the maid ; * Mary, if you had & chance to go to a
of my sons, which one would you choo
S WEIL" r@plled Mary, “I have had some good times with
both of them, but for a real good rollicking spree, give me the
master.”
Not So BuovanTt.
An elderly lady chided her husband for his failure to assist
her up the steps to the railway coach.
& Hcmy you ain’t as gallant as when I was a gal.”
he husband replmd “No, Lettie, and you ain't so buoyant
as when I was a
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A Gump Prace.
s Sandy was strolling along the banks of the river he came

As
across an English visitor fishing. * Mon,” he said, “ ye'll no catch
ony. i there, el e tac gang fariher up ill ye come to a
guid place.” “ Ah,” visitor, “ but how will T know when
conte 0.8 good place? " Hoots, mon,” said Sandy,
easy tell a guid place bv the numbes o empty bottles Iy’ aboot.”

THE PERFECT AMATEUR.

is an amateur ?  The only answer seems to be, one who

defen de(mmon No two sporting bodies have ever yet
ely to, but here's one who has had a pretty good shot
3t stopping the leas:  To, take part a.the acucus e Tessse
amateur golf competition played at Gleneagles you must
measure up to the following :—Never allowed your name or likeness
to be used for advertisement or sale of any goods, or permitted
your name to be advertised or published as author of books or
articles on golf of which you are not actually the author. Never
under your own name or under a description from which you can
be recognised, reported a golf competition or match in which
youare taking part, iffournalim s not your usual and recognised
Vocation.  Never accepted as presents, or been given faciites o
buy at prices below those usually dq:u-ged “Goli balls, golf ciubs,
or other merchandise, when such presents are made or facilities

f e m,
or individuals iterested in the manufacture or sale of golfing goods,
played in golf tournaments or competitions with the object of
arthering Joe cuployers’ interests,

And quite  large number of golfers play in this competition
annually

NormixG.

As to the definition of the word " Nothing
What is it that man loves more than life,
Fears more (han leath,

Or mortal strife

That which contented men desire,

The poor possess,

P icvag

The miser spends,

‘The spendthrift saves,

And every man carries it (o the grave?
Answer :

And again.

here is a riddle :—

““ Nothing ” is a bung-hole without a barrel.
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FOREST AND HEATH FIRES.

attempt to reduce the damage and los of life and property
e by accidental forest and heath fires has been made by the
issue of the following appeal for the co-operation of the pm,m
by the Automobile Assonation

“The Automobile Association appeals to all road users to
exercise the greatest care with picnic and camp fires this summer.
Carelessness on the part of the public is a more frequent cause of
!nrest and heath fires than any other, according to the Forestry
ission. If everyone who lighted a match or cigarette made
certam Dbefore throwing it down that it was really * dead,” outbreaks
would be reduced to a minimum and serious loss of animal life and
trees avoided. One forest fire in every four is due, statistics show,
to negligence on the part of those who light fires at picnics or camps
and fail to extinguish them before leaving for home. The
co-operation of road users can, therefore, assist the authorities
greatly in their task of preserving Britain's forests and woodlands
for the enjoyment of the whole community.”

AT ALL Costs |

The elderly man walked into the doctor's consulting roo
o eotin 0ck T hO A, ) b P o™ You
remember when you cured my rheumatism five years ago you told
me at all costs to avoid dampness?

h, ycs‘ * said the doctor, “ I do recollect telling you that.
Whnt abuut

“ Well, doctor. I was just wondering whether you think it
will be all right for me to have a bath now.”

AN Epimapn.

Here lies an old grocer who always
0 i Shop wheet hilp ras not o ed ;
Fi Tt wonds on carth were, ~ Deat frends, 1 A goinig
Where serving ain't done, nor scraping nor bowing ;
But everything there is comfort and ease,
No cutting of bacon or wiring of cheese
T'll be where loud anthems will always be ringing,
But having no voice, I'll clear be of the singing ;
Don't mourn for me now, don't mourn for me ever,
T'm going to do nothing for ever and ever.”
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100 PER CENT

appeal made recently that all employees should agree to
s Hape e wages eek as a subscription
to the Social Club was a success bcvund A cprcmtmns Every
employee on the Firm has agreed to the suggestion. The scheme
covers all those where deductions for Health and Unemployment
Insurance are made. The remainder are being asked to contribute
6/- per year as from October 1st next, payable in advance. If, as
it is anticipated, these respond as readily as the others, we shall

everyone employed on the Firm as paid-up members of the
Club, without any undu hardship. The ready response aleady

once again proves that we have on this Firm sportsmen of
t.he finest quality, Gl ready to pull together where the interests

all are concered.

FORTHCOMING FLOWER SHOW.

The Annual Vegetable and Flower Show will be held at the
Social Club on Saturday, August 28th. is hoped that as all
employees are now members of the Club a record number of entries
will be received. Schedules of prizes and entry forms can be had
on application in the Club.

Honorary exhibits of any kind will be welcomed.

SoME FINE TENNIS.

being made in_the competitions for the cups

so md.ly pmv. i by e fovitrsimoa s (Gentlemen) and Mr.
RSt J. Quarry (Ladics). There wasa great fght when Jir. W. A
Harvi met M c L. Langton. The latter took the first set by
a fairly e n though he had to fight every inch of the
(e qeoond ok péovided same particalscly fioe tamnis—

none better has been scen on the ground. There were very long
rallies, hard hitting, and many beautifully placed shots. The
general court craftsmanship displayed by both was of a very high
order and at one time the score in this gruelling encounter stood

certainly most entertaining to wz!c of
ampiring and once or wice was so engrossed i the play that 1
very nearly forg cep the score.  But that was mece of a
e (e my
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THIS WORLD OF HOPE.

You will probably read the above title and skip this article.

Don't, it will be a mistake | In the first instance have you ever

stopped to think of the significance of the word “hope™ ? No,
know the dicti

wn ¥
that we are all what may be termed * hopus Well such is the
case and when you get down o the rock-bot

Taif the pleasie i the hops and anticipation of something we
desire.

hakespeare wrote & man in his time plays many parts
zndlagrse {(who wouldivt?), but  do thinkthey are - hoping parts
Take the rich man. What are his hopes ably they are not

centred on wealth from the economic point of view, but rather its
non-economic aspect. Whilst we, who, 1 assure you, are not
Creesus-like, hope to be in the rich man's position one day. And
gL could g0 on. The Offce Boy hopes to be a Manager, the
Mar nager hopes to be a Director, the indoor man hopes to be a
Traveller, the Traveller hopes &0 get orders, the Cuslomcr hopes.

And now, you hopers, pu‘hapa you realise e Harae
not by men—by this little word in our lives. Without it everything

would be gone, the future would be a blank and this applies to all
0¥ fngm e Hehdst 10 the poorest, from the oldest to the voungest,
no matter what our station in life. Perhaps you will think of my
words when next someone utters that sarcastic comment ** You
Rope? and just suule and go on hoping,
To_conclude, I should like to give my own definition of
e -

and I hope (there you are I am at it again) i have enjoyed this
~—did T hear someone say, ** Some hoj

HoreR.

1 T

T
i
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A NATURE NOTE.
(5 cap)
FLIGHT SPEED OF BIRDS,
ACROBATIC FEATS OF THE STOAT.

You do not hear the cuckoo calling now ; he took his departure

since ceased to build their nests and now have grown-up families.
But many birds continue to sing.  On Bank Holiday the willow

‘warblers were Ve much in evidence ‘warm
i) ool S darigt s st vt
silver song trickling from the tree tops. Yellowhammers, too, were
singing of their * little-bit-of-bread-and-no—chevse.” They often
start their courtship in the autumn previous to the nesting season
and the prospective husbands sct about their business with a will.

only

. . . on airy wings they ro
Endeﬂvmlnng bya Hothand! tieis to'eat

The cunning, conscious, half-averted glance

Of their regardless charmer,”

for furious fights may often be witnessed.

The hay has been cut. How sweet the scent of a newly-mown
meadow | The com is rapidly ripening unto the harvest ; the leaves
are beginning to tum into tints of infinite variety and beauty,
and there are many other signs that, though we have not had much
summer, winter is on the way.

180 MR
T often watch the swifts as they chase one another round and
round the houses. They travel at terrific speed and it is wonderful
how they escape dashing themselves to destruction as they speed
ver and under the telegraph and telephone wires which they
only miss by inches.

These animated arrow-heads must trayel at very many mil
per hour. A new circular issued by the U.S.A. Department of
Agricaltues * Flight Speed of Birds” giyes an interetig st of
measured speeds and variations in speed of North Americ
some European specie, with secions treating of the lfects f size

and shay s in comparison with the weight of the bird,
S et iR G o ds similar in type the
heavier will, it s stated, fy faster when once in the ai. Tre
apeeds noted cannot, of eoarse, be ccepted as definite, since many

Tue Ho Lear Gazerte 515

depend upon peculiar circumstances, such as in the case of birds
chasing or chased, and the majority are the record of individual
motorists and aviators. Some of the fastest mileages per hour are
assigned to the Golden Eagle (chased by Peregrines, Scotland), 120 ;
Duck Hawk (mnting, USA), sosa0; Canvasback (chased,

US.A), 72; European Teal (chased, England), 68; European
Golden PI()ver @agland). 70, Petegrme Falcon (avemge ‘maximum,
werage maximum, England), 60;

Ma.llard (Callfornm) 507 Mallard (aversge e light,

peed selfoot T el Hie O yale pogeai g et
as an; y i = s by this means that
e catches flics. ~Just watch him as he darts to and. 10 on your
lawn.

STOATS FASCINATING THEIR PREY.

Qo biqutious Home Trace Manages, Me W, Bowyer,in (he
course of i daties covers many mils by motor car an
servant
Sl Nhcu et Hintlon Wik pti g ocmsmmﬂy
several parties unite in their bloodthirsty pursuits. When thus
together they have been known to attack dogs, sheep and even
human beings. Recently Mr. Bowyer noticed a number of these
murderous Kt reatuyes behaving in an extraordinary manner.
a wonderful acrobatic performance, free of charge.
“The soats lea the sir, tumed somersaults and span i
and round after their tails. It was in star " turn. But
there was method in their madness They were plabing 1o the
" gallry i, the form of some poor prospective victim, probably
a young rabbit, rat, hare, or pheasant. The s become.
i e ot s
slender-bodied bit of condensed ferocity is gradually drawing closer
and closer. And then when within striking distance of his quarry
the stoat hurls himself upon his victim—and there is one more
little tragedy of the countryside !

BIRDS OF ILL-OMEN.

I was recently watching some magpies searching for food,
and what inquisitive birds they are | If you see one it is supposed
to bring bad luck. But I am afraid I have not an atom of supersti-
tion in my whole being and am more than convinced that the great
plan of the world is founded on no such flimsy material. ~However,
many people still believe that to see one magpie means sorrow,
two for mirth, three for a wedding, four for a birth

Seven is “a secret that dare not be told.”






