VOL. XI. SEPTEMBER, 1937. Price 1d.

sz Ghe s

Al

=
=

H.sG. Simonps, 17, READING.

A RECORD OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AT THE BREWERY.




CONTENTS.

PAGE.
Mr. H. C. Davis Frontispiece
Chat from the Editor’s Chair 576
Brewery Jottings ... 581
A Great Thought 582
Words of Wisdom ... 587
Nature Note 58
Lighter Side 509
Branches 612

All communications should be addressed to—The Editor,
THE HoP LEAF GAZETTE, The Brewery, Reading.

The Hop Leaf Gazette.

The Monthly Journal of H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.

Edited by CHARLES H. PERRIN.

Vol. XI. SEPTEMBER, 1937. No. 12

MR. H. C. DAVS.



574 THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE

MR. H. C. DAVIS.

Mr. H. C. Davis, the up-to- d'uc '\lanager of our Catering
Department, has had a wide and v d experience and is
e devolving upon him.
Life really commenced for him at the latter end of July, 1914 when,
at the age of 15, he was in camp with a Cadet Corps at Eastbourne.
With subterfuge he was able to join the parent Regiment, the Royal
Fusiliers, and proceeded to Malta before the end of the year. After
training in Malta and Egypt he went to the Dardanelles with
reinforcements for the RN.D. He was slightly wounded in an
attack and came away when the evacuation took place. He then
proceeded to Egypt and joined the forces operating against the
Senussi.  Eventually he reached France in time for the Somme
offensive in the summer of 1916. He was badly wounded in the
arm whilst in the German lines, was taken prisoner when the
enemy successfully counter-attacked and was left in a hole with
dead and dying. The following night he escaped to his own lines.
After many months in hospital he was discharged in 1917 disabled—
at the age of 1

A return to civilian life he found a bewildering experience, but
at that time men were scarce and he secured employment with
- Lyons & Co. For five years he served, mainly at the Trocadero,
as “commis,” chef-waiter and receptionist.  Realising that
success in the catering and hotel trade could only be achieved by
means of a variety of experience he carried out the policy of doing
actual jobs in different hotels. Thus over a period of years he
worked as pantryman, stillroom man, bar cellarman, cook and hall
porter.  He took over his first management with the Trust Houses
in 128. A Jittle later he joined the Slater and Bodega' and
R. E. Jones Group and was in turn manager of the Leicester Corner
House ; Slaters, Piccadilly Restaurant ; Stock Exchange Restaurant;
and the Esplanade Hotel, Porthcawl. In 1033 he was promoted
to Travelling Tnspector.

Since September, 1935, when he joined H. & G. Simonds Ltd.,
this accumulation of practical experience has been utilised in
building up an important chain of Hotels and Catering Houses in
South-West England now reorganised and bearing the familiar
caption A Simonds Hotel.” It s becoming more and more
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widely known that at all Simonds’ Hotels one receives nothing but
the best of cooking, the most prompt service and every modern
comfort.

We would emphasize the fact that Mr. Davis's own wide and
varied experience and the services of the Catering Department
generally are available at all times and for all of H. & G. Simonds’
tenants.

Mr. Davis has little time for a hobby and he has risen to his
present responsible position by sheer hard work. He is ever ready
to give ‘of his best to all concerned. His position requires rare
business acumen and great tact. Mr. Davis possesses both in an
eminent degree. The job is  big one but never was a man more
fitted for it.
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Take a little wine for thy stomack’s sake and thine oft
infirmities—The Bible.

CHAT rom

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By C.HP)
CONTENTED WORKERS.

‘The greatest fallacy of all is the omission of the fact that we
work with our wils and with our emotions as wellas with our hands
and our feet. The willto work and the zest put into our work

il

B pertant s 1 e output of ik AW Ak
Bippy woeker will get more work e and do it better, than an
unwilling and discontented wor It is in this direction that

alcoholic beverages like beer sl e
economic efficiency.”—Lord Horder, the King's Physician.

INDISPUTABLE VALUE OF ALCOHOL.

“ The fuel-value of alcohol, within limits, is no less than that
of a corresponding quantity of sugar or lard. The energy liberated
by the combustion of a moderate amount of alcohol can, within
s, replace & equivalent amouat of casbolydiate or fat in &
diet, and has a similar effect in economising proteins.

Cushny, H. H. Dale, M. Greenwood, E. Mellanby, F. Matl
C. S."Myers, C. S. Shervington, W.' C." Sullivan, the kel
doctors and scientists.

BREEDING MEN.

The true test of sportsmanship is one's atitude towards
winning and losing, says Our Empire. I playing the geme for its

ake is onic's object, then port i fustifed and sportsmanship
resilte. Whether of not the smen do attain this
S e oo e D e AGRE D
can extend our sincerest congratulations to Australia for winning
the Empire trophy at Bisley, and to the same country for teaching
our amateurs how to play Soccer * down under.” New Zealand is
proving on the English cricket fields that she is a chip of the old
block, and Canada is about to entertain a party of * missionaries "
from the Mother Country in her laudable desire to go further with
this peculiacly Englsh spart. - The vigous of the sparting spirit
hroughout the Empire gives the lie o those who.talk of our
decadence. For our playing fields A
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A HINT 70 GRUMBLERS.
“ What a noisy world is th)s'" croaked an old frog, as he

squaned on the margin of the * Do you hear those geese,

w they scream and hiss?  What do they dy it for?

“Oh, just to amuse themselves|” answered a little field-
mouse.

“ Presently we shall hear owls hooting. What is that for ?

“1t's the music they like best,” said the mouse.

;And dose grsshoppers —they cun't g0 home. without
grinding and chirping. Why do they do that

“Oh, they are so happy they can’t help n " said the mouse.

“You find excuses for all. I believe you don’t understand
music, so you like hideous noises."”

“Well, friend, to be honest with you,” said the mouse, I
don't greatly admire any of them ; but they are all sweet in my
ears compared with the constant croaking of the frog.”

‘SHAKESPEARE—MOTORIST.

Shakespeare, to whom justice has never been done in his
capacity as prophet, evidently foresaw motor transport. A reader
of the R.A.0.C. Gazeite forwarded to this esteemed mmempomry
some quotations he ad collcted to prove this. Here are a f
of ther

Tyre Trouble.

1 My high-blown pnde‘Al length burst under me.”

(King Henry VIII, iii, 2.)

Hard Starting.
" Which: much enforcéd, shows a hasty spark/And straight
is cold again.” (Julius Caesar, 1o, 3.)
Petrol Ad.
“ A rarer spirit never/Did steer humanity.” (dAniony and
Cleopa

Police Control.
“Look with what courteous action/He waves you on.”
(Hamlet, iv, 1.)
. all his faults observéd,
Scl in a book, learnéd, and conn’d by rote.”
Aulvmulw Signals—
;- The ground is tawny) Vs, with a green eye in't.”
(7empr: i, 1)
STOP : * Making the green one red.” (Macbeth, 11, 2.)
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Try Ir.

How many £5 notes does it take to weigh down @ golden
sovereign?  Most people’s answers vary from 100 o 2,000

Try it with seven. You won't be very far out.

PROOF INDEED |

The boy's school report was one of those which had to be
signed by the father and sent back to the schoolmaster as a proof
that the father had read it

‘This report said : “ He is a very good boy, but talks too much.”
Before he signed it, the weary father wrote on it, * You should
hear his mother !

TrE WroNG TrTLE |
ding he was o bave'q bishop In the hooting party, the

ol keeper inquired of a friend how such an c cal dignitary
should e addressed. - After the shoot the b bt
fared.

“ Awful,” he lamented. *“ A bird rose right under his gun and
T e e s
at once by his face that I'd used the wrong title! "

How T0 MAKE TEA.

T am not much of a tea drinker, Simply Because I find that
for staying power Beer is Best. A cup of tea occasionally, however,
is refreshing—if properly made. How often it is cither too strong.
or too weak! When tea is badly made it is frequently due to
ignorance. The rules for guod tea-making are simple, and should
be hung in every kitchen
(1) Warm the teapot.
@ U o teaspoonful of tea for each person, and one for
@ Lw (resh boiling water and pour on the leaves without
‘moving the kettle from the stove.
(#) Allow to brew for not less than five minutes, and stir
before serving.
Tnsistence upon freshly boiled water is necessary. Water which

is boiled for any length of time loses its oxygen, becomes flat, and
as a result there is no proper percolation and brewing.
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ANGLERs, PLEASE NOTE.

Within easy reach of Reading by road or rail the stretch of
water between Shiplake and Marsh Locks is proving very profitable
to anglers this season, several good catches having been report
For thi district, Wasgrave, wih the wellinown Simonds house,
“The St. George and the Dragon” as a starting point, is most
convenient. Off the opposll: g R e
are several good soach swims and Gccasionally a sizeable chub has
ecled in. Good sport is obtainable in the fast running water
of the Loddon wich leads to the weir poo, tumbling bay and the
lock cutting at Shiplake. Immediately below * The George,”
e e e e e ey
well-known retreat for anglers when traffic on the river is heay
enough to interfere with good sport, while lower down the main
stream are the Bowlney Islands, where the waters in and about run
into deep holes with plenty of rushes, etc., in shallower places. Just
the ideal places for pike, tench, perch, etc. Here, too, our old
frends the barbel are very much in evidence. The * Si. Georee
on ” is to remain open throughout the winter and
e et s b hon e ittt oot
sither for the club ouing o the individual pisator.  The manzger
er and will offer a hearty welcome to all
interested in the art, and would a all times furnish information to
any

newcomers to the district.

THE LATE MR, FraNK KnMroN.

On August 4th, Mr. Frank Kimpton of Olde Holme, Bound-
stone, passed to his rest after a long illness and our hearts go out
to the vidow and litle daughter in their great sorrow,  For 16

G. Si Ltd. and

g

popular among all classes and everywhere he went. That was
Epparent at the funcral when he was laid to rest in the cemetery
at Wrecclesham. The Rev. J. Leonard officiated at the solemn

his reverent conduct of the service adding greatly to its
unpmssweness The rmsh Legion formed a guard of honour and

Kimptonscollesgues from the Brewery and clsewhersattended
to bid him an aﬂ:ctxon.at: farewell. There were many beaut
floral emblems and for many years to come his memory will remain

with us as fragrant as "they.  Good-bye old friend, may you rest
in peace |
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CIRENCESTER.

“The history of * Ciciter” is an absorbing study,” writes Mr.
John T. Weaver, the popular Jiensee of the Waggon'and s

arra

“Hop LEAF GazeTTE " IN HOSPITAL.

ntleman who was in the Alton Hospital for four months
tells me that he had the Hop LEAF GAZETTE sent to him and found
it most entertaining. So did the nurses, cach one of whom read it
from beginning to end ith the greatest pleasure and * spoke in
highest praise concerning its contents,

Nor So Goon !

Floating down the river outside the St. George and Dragon
Hotel, Wargrave, was an * S.B.” bottle. Otherwise empty, inside
was this terse message :—
“ This which is inside is not so good as that which was
inside.”
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(BY W. DUNSTER.)

Congratulations to Miss A. M. Prosser on her occupying the
place of honour in last month’s issue of TaE HoP LEAF GAZETTE.
Having worked with her in the Correspondence Office for ten years
Liecl T can write (with all due respect)of her many sterling qualties
and how pleased we are that she has made a real success of her
P important position. I think Miss Prosser alwys made
many friends by her ever willingness to do anything that came
along and the real pleasure it has always given her to help anyone
and everyone. Being a real sport in every way, Miss Prossr spent
A the Office before

e Secretary to the Managing Director.

T e o o aff itk up her present duties, so I expect
sh sparesa thought now and again of the happy years spnt i the
(omepond:nce Office. 1 wi very success in the future and
Tl B sea St guud Health o enjoy the good things

offi

Many thanks to the writer of Brighton Branch notes for his
relerence to myself. Yes! 1 cestainly do hope 5. s0s Susscr. in
action at Bastbouene next week. . (1 ain endeavourig 1o wiite this
on the beach at Hastings—quite an ordeal believe me).  Speaking
of Sussex, they will not win the championship this year, but they
are a_most attractive side to watch, so I hope they serve up

something good when I see them in action.

The photograph of the new bridge crossing Bridge Street gives
quite a good idea of how attractive it now looks. One department
greatly responsible for this pleasing piece is undoubtedly the
Wheelwrights, and it must not be forgotten that Mr. Jack Stone
had quite a Iot to do with the idea and the carrying out of a great
deal of the work.

Quite & wellinown character passed avay lsst month—Mr.
Frank Newman. He served tl
R ane A1 Gy ikl in g
‘was looked upon as an authority on many subjects.
S nt o emve . 6 Semat aithtully and well.
He had been on pension for a number of years and used to cal
regularly at The Brewsry on Tridays up to 2 short whil ago. To
his relatives we extend our sincere sympath

Football in full swing again—hardly seems true—still T learn
cricket has had quite @ good innings of fine weather this year.
Naturally we are all looking forward to a successful time for the

Reading Football Club and personally I think they should have a
good season. Promotion, of which we have heard so much
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previously, s the aim of the management and it does scom that
good men have been signed on. _As the Club has really
done el for scvnﬂ seasons, it may be their tumn to go up. Here's
iing them every st
The following chznges and transfers have recently taken place
and to all we wish every good fortune and prosperity

The Malt Shovel, Ramsbury (H. & G. Simonds Ltd)—Mr.
William Wiggins.

The Arm.strong Gun, Engleﬁeld Green (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—
AL Tt

We regret to record the death of Mr. James Gale, The Bell Tnn,
Twyford, who had been a tenant at this House since 1016. He

joined the parish council in 1919, when he was returned at the top
of the poll at the election. Amongst e i
offices he held were : Housing representat ‘oking]

g

AT S ) Hesplta.l Comnbutory

Schemé, hon. treasurer of the Whit-Monday Sports Association,

and for many years, up io the present fime, school mmanager

repmsenmwe of |||c pansh council. The funeral took place
Reading C;

Our sincere sympalhy is hereby extended to his relatives.

A GREAT THOUGHT.

The mere lapse of years is not life. To eat, and drink and sleep ;

10 be exposed to darkness and light; to pace round in the mll of habi,
and turn thought into an implement of trade—this is not life. In all
this, but a poor fraction of the conscientiousness of humanity is
awakened, and the sancities still slumber which make it worth while
to be. Knowledge, truth, love, beauty, goodness, faith alone can give
vitality 1o the mechanism of existence. The laugh of mirth that
vibraies through the heari—the tears that freshen the dry wastes
within—the music that brings childhood back—the prayer that calls
the future near—the doubt that makes ws meditate—the death that
Startles us with mystery—the hardship wihich forces us to struggle—the
anxicty which ends in trusi—are the truc nourishment of our natural
being.
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CRICKET.
DETAILS OF THE PAST SUCCESSFUL MONTL
This month has been a glorous one and, at the same time,
most siccessful. Both teams, unfortumately, were tnable to play
f those

two of their games, but e wori on and
oat S’ 0 riGE ey B aich. gaii' I8 iviay belol -

July 24th. A" TEAM 105 v. EVERSLEY STREET 186 for 2 (dec.).

We had as visitors our old friends from Eversley and some fine
cricket was seen. As will be noticed, this was a good day for
batsmen, but, unfortunately (for s) the vistors had e betier of
the argument. Their first wicket fell at 2
appeat for log-before wupheld. L. Leversuch ;
these two gave a brilliant display of mrlm batting
scoting 4o before being cavght i the * cover "—08 forz! Things
e ome. C. Leversuch made an
or T 10:; d at tea-time 112 were on the
board after m\ly:\l\ hour’s pl seemed m gnsﬂwm renewed
y for, during the next il hot's ecihet
Taytor at fhis time had 65 to his eredit, while 1 LSersich had nearly
caught him up with 6r. The latter was very considerate to our
fielders, for we had lttle running to do. owing to the fact that 56
of his runs were made up of 6 sixes and 3 fours

sy chien ceciaced and ef: 8 sboxt timime emoni. of
hey had to beat their fine total, but we could not keep up
B scoring although our st wicke sealized ane more zin
than theirs. same score after making 16, With
A Hedgingtan scoring 11 and, later, Skipper Crutchley contributing
a most gallant 31, we had 80 on the board for seven wickets. About
this time we had m aw, as 7 o'clock had struck, but our
Captain decided to fight it out. This sporting gesture was much
appreciated by our gpponents, and 25 rans were added before the
final wicket fell. Of this number, W way had one of his
short and syeet ” innings, hitting 18 (one & md Shree 49, For
Taylor followed up his fine * knock ” by di
Efoe s e o i et VollH A,

any impression.

July 31st.

On this day we were down to entertain the Mess Sta
Camberley, but, unfortunately, they were obliged to
S G S e e e

RMC,
cry off
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August 7th. “ A" TEAM 109 for 3 (dec) v. OXFORD BRaNCH 50.

This match proved to be a very pleasant afternoon’s cricket.
Both sides were below usual strength, but the game did not suffer
as far as good play was concerned

Oxlord culleag\ls had first knock, but did not fare too
s d

well agains who is doing some fine feats this season.
Seven wxckets L only 26 runs, but H. Hickman and

iggary mad

wicket: . The latter scored 13, which proved to be ualucky, [0r he
then fell a victim to Tigar. Hickman hit a 4, but the remaining
batsmen came and went without adding further to the total.
Hickman was unbeaten with 12 runs against his name. Tigar
came out with the brilliant analysis of 8 for 18, six of these being.
clean bowlec R. A. Preston took the other two wickets at a cost
of 13 runs apiece. Our fielding was as good as any this season,
Hedgington doing excellent work, for besides catching the first
three men, he did some brilliant picking up in the “ decp,” followed
up by good returns to the wicket

opened fairly strongly, and 21 runs were on the board
when the first wicket fell. This number was more than doubled
before our next man left. Hedgington’s contribution was 16,
H. Tozer joined W. Busby and between them soon passed Oxford's
total. The score-board read St for 3, last player 30, when Busby
was bowled with a good ball by F. Smith. Tozer continued to bat

still undefeatrd when our Skipper declared. He
(Tozer) had then mad

It was still rather early, 50 we gave our hosts another knock.
everal of our “ dark he " had a go with the ball and a very
la\lghablc half-hour or so was spent.
ir party then had a walk up into town and returned later to
I Sl Seipes. ikl it il oo s clping
this excellent repast we, very reluctantly, had to go and arrive
home *“ safe and sound.”

All spoke well of the very cordial reception accorded us and I
am sure m: visit to Oxford will be long remembered by those who
made the

Thanks, Oxford, for a splendid time.
August T41h
Unfortunately we had to cancel this e, which would have
bad weather

been the return with Wargrave *
you are 1o doubt aware, it rained nearly all the morning and, but
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for a slight lull about half-past twelve, it was still coming down
fairly hard at 1 o'clock. We therefore, regretfully, had to call the
game off.

Now for the “ B Team.
July 2qth. B TEAM 16 v. MorTiMER 25D XI 88.
d string came a real “ cropper " in this return game

at Mortimer ; suffering their heaviest defeat of the season and their
second beating at Mortimer's hands.

e home side batted first and by consistent batting made
quite a useful total. H. Beards went in second wicket down and
o il unbeaten g1t end, Kaviag cdeed 13, |1 Comtreldaid

. Beards with 15 and 10 respectively, helped to swell the score.
W. Benham came out with the best analysis taking 3 for 4.
B. Farmer took 4 wickets at a cost of just under six apiece.

Not one of our team tould reach double figures against the
deadly bowling 0( :\ Bushell and S Bs{lrd who were in fine form.

o et wickets for only 7 runs, while Beards
“ bagged  the e 4 for g runs.

July 3st. B TEAM 97 (for 9) v RwAnx\r. ELECTRICITY 84.
the previous week’s set-back, we were in doubt as to
what would happen when we met thet Eiseiter aftr not playing
or several scasons. However, we brought off an excellent
win in passing our oppanets respectable score. belore our ixt
wicket

Godolphin and Lambourne put on 26 for the first wicket, each
player hitting four 4's in their eventual scores of 20 and 18
respectively. ~ Shortly after came H. Pascal with 19 and P. By
with 16 to their credit

C. Greenaway, wnlmumg his good bowling this season, did
wellts capture 4 for 27. B. Farmer 2 for 16 and H. Tozer 4 for 37
b i st

B, Farsner (15) and G. elly (1) gave the innings & good
send-off, it was Tozer who enabled us to win by scoring a
Brilliza 4x wmch certainly kept both scorers and fielders busy.
e found good support in E. C. Greenaway (r2) and B. Nicholls (14)
and whist partnered by the later, ther opponents total wes
reached and passed.

Reading Electric tried five bowlers of whom Thompson was
the most successful, taking 4 for 4.
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August 7th.

We should have entertaned Great Western Motorson this day
but, owing to the 1st XI calling on one or two of the players, and
also £ the fact that several were going to Tidworth fof the Tattoo
we had to tender our apologies to our opponents and cancel the
fixture.

August 14th.

Although raining in Reading, nine players and a scorer (Jack
Cholwill, who had come down tothe Club to enquire whether the
15t XI's game had been cancelled or not, kindly came out to North
Moreton with us to enable Mr. J. Brown, the znd XI's umpire, and
their scorer to play) made the irip.

It had only started raining there at a quarter to three but, by
the time we found the ground, a steady drizzle was falling, o, after
spending a few minutes playing darts in the pavilion, we had tea at
the local ** pub ** and spent a couple of hours after tea playing darts
and bar-billiards. We arrived back all too soon, but just in time
for the “ kitty " to be won.

‘Well, that is all for now, but by the time these notes appear in
it the ast games will bave been played and defail wil be given
in next month's issue, together with complete records of games
played, averages, etc.

W.JG.
Asst. Hon. Sec.

In Bradford she was Mabel,
She was Marjorie in Perth,

In Plymouth she was Phocbe,
The sweetest thing on earth |
In London she was Doris,

The brightest of the bunch ;
But down in his expenses

She was Petrol, Oil, and Lunch !
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‘WORDS OF WISDOM.
If you fall get up. A fall need not be a failure.

Don't live in hope with your arms folded.

How much a man is like old shoes
For instance, both a “ sole " may lose.

When shoes wear out they're mended new
When men wear out they're men dead too.

A HORSE'S PRAVER.
Up a hill force me not,
Down a hill press me not,
On the level spare me not,
In the stable forget me not.

Since few large pleasures are lent us on a long lease, it is wise
to cultivate a big undergrowth of small pleasures.

The highest wisdom is not to be always wise.

“ He prayeth best who loveth best
All things both great and small ;
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.”

Life is made of smallest fragments ;
Shade and sunshine, work and play ;
Somay we, with greatest profit,
Learn a little every day.






