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MR. H. C. DAVIS.

Mr. H. tx Dai-is, the up-tofdato Manager of our Catering
Department, has had a wide and very varied experienceand is
indeed well equippedfor the onerous tlnties devolving upon hlrn.
Life really eoninientetl for him at the latter end of July, roi.; When,
at the age of r5, he was in oanipwith a Cadet (orps at Eastbourne.
With subterfugehc wasable to join the parent Regiment, the Royal
Fusiliers, and procccdctlto Malta before the endof thc year. After
training; in Malta and Egypt he went to the Dardanelles with
reinforcementsfor the R.l<.D_ He was slightly wounded in an
attack and came away when the evacuationtook place. He then
proceeded to Egypt and joined the forces operating against the
Senussi. Eventually hc reached Francc in time for the Somme
offensive in the summer of 1916. He was badly wounded in the
arm whilst in the German lines, was taken prisoner when the
enemy successfullycounter-attackedand was loft in a hole with
deadand dying. The following night he escapedto his own Lines.
After manymonths in hospital he was dischargedin rory disabled-
at the ageof 17.

A return to civilian life he found a bewildering experience,but
at that time men were seareeand he seouretl employment with
J. Lyons& co. For five yearshe served, mainly at the Trncadero,
as " comlnis," chef-waiter and receptionist. Realising that
successin the eatering and hotel trade couldonly be achieved by
rneansof a variety of experiencehe carried out the policy of doing
actual jobs in different hotels. Thus over a period of years he
workedas pantryrnan,stillronm man, hareellarrnan, eoolt and hall
porter. Ho took over his first managementwith the TrustHouses
in 1923. A little later he joined the Slater and Bodega'and
R. E. jones Group andwas in turn managerof the LeicesterCorner
House Slaters,Piccadilly Restaurant Stock ExchangeRestaurant;
and the EsplanadeHotel, Porthcawl. ln rogg hc was promoted
to Travelling Inspector.

Since September, 1935,when he joined H. tt G. SimondsLid.,
this accumulation of practical experiencehas been utilised in

building up an important chain of Hotels and Catering Houses in

South»\\`est England now rcorganised and bearing the familiar
caption "A Simonds Hotel," It is becoming more and more
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widely knownthat at all Simonds’ Hotels one receives nothing but
the best of cooking, the most prompt service and every modem
comfort.

We would emphasizethe fact that Mr. Da.vis’sown wide and
varied experiencea.nd the services of the Catering Department
generally are available at all times and for all of H. & G. Simonds’

tenants.

Mr. Davis has little time for a hobby and he has risento his
present responsible positionby sheer hard work. He is ever ready
to give 'of his best to all concerned, His position requires rare
businessacumen and great tact. Mr. Davis possessesboth in an
eminent degree. The job is a big one but neverwas a man more
fitted for it.

$’“’1$°°3F°°3
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Take a little wine for thy xtamach’r fuk: and thine aft
injifmilier.-The Bible. F0111

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(B, C. H P. )

CONTENTED WORKERS.

" The greatestiallacy oi all is the omissionof the fact that we
work with our wills and with our emotionsaswell as with our hands
and our feet, The will to work and the zest put into our work are
very important ieietere in the output of work. A willing and n

happy worker will get more work done, and do it better, than an
unwilling and discontented worker. It is in this direction that
alcoholic beverages like beer make their chief contribution to

economic efficiellcy."»Lc/rli Harder, the Kings Physician.

INDISPUTABLE VALUE or Al.col-lor..

" The iuel~value of alcohol, within limits, is no less than that
oi e correspondingquantity of sugaror lard. The energyliberated
by the combustion of a moderateamount oi alcohol can, witllin
limits, replace an equivalentamount of carbohydrate or fat in a

diet, and has a similar eliect in economising proteins."»A. R.
Cushny, H. H. Dale, M. Greenwood, E. Illellanby, F. W. lllotl,
C. S. Myers, C. S. Sherringzon, W. C. Sullivan, the well-known
doctors ami scientists.

BREEDING MEN.

The true test of sportsmanshipis one's attitude towards
winning and losing, says Our Empire. If playing the gamefor its
ovm sake is one's object, then sport is justified and sportsmanship
results. Whether or not the Empires sportsmendo attain this
standardwe must leave others to decide butat this moment we
can extend our sincerestcongratulations to Australia for winning
the Empire trophy at Bisley, and to the same country for teaching
our amateurs how to play Soccer " down under." New Zealandis
proving on the English cricket iields that she is a chip oi the old
block, and Canadais about to entertain a party ol " missionaries"

from the Mother Country in her laudable desire to go lurther with
this peculiarly English sport. The vigour of the sporting spirit
throughout the Empire gives the lie to tllosc who talk oi our
decadence. For our playing fields breed rnen.
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A HINT ro GRUMBLERS.

" What a noisyworld is this " croakedan old frog, as he
squattedon the margin of the pond. " Do you hear thosegeese,
how they scream and hiss What do they do it for? "

"Oh, just to amuse themselves!"answered a little field-
mouse.

" Presentlywe shall hear owls hooting. What is that tor?"

“ It's the music they like best," said the mouse.
" And those grasshoppers-theycan't go home without

grinding and chirping. \lVhy dd they do that? "

“ Oh, they are so happy they can't help it " said the mouse.
" You iind excuses for all. I believe you d0n't understand

music, so you like hideous noises."
" VVell, friend, to he honest with you," said the mouse, " I

don't greatly admue any of them; but they are all sweet in my
ears comparedwith the constantcroaking of the frog."

Sl~lAKEsr>EnRE-llloronrsr.

Shakespeare,to whom justice has never been done in his
capacityas prophet, evidently foresaw motor transport, A reader
of the R.A.O.C. Gazelle forwarded to this esteemedcontemporary
some quotationshe had collected to prove this. Here are a few
of them

Tyre Trimble.
"My lriglr-hlewn pride/At length burst under me."

(King Henry VIII, iii, 2.)

Herd sterling.
" Which, mucheniorcéd, shows a hastyspark,l'And straight

is cold again." (julius Caesar,iv, 3.)

Pelrol Ad.
" A rarer spirit never/Didsteer humanity." (Antony and

Cleopatra, 1/, 1.)

Police Control.
“ Look with what courteous action/l-Ie waves you on."

(Hamlet, iz/, I.)

". all his faults observéd,
Set in a book, leaméd,and conn’d by rote."

Autamali: Signals»-
G0 "The ground is tawny/Yes, with a green eye in't."

(Tempest, ii, I.)

STOP "Making the green one red." (Macbeth, 11, 2.)
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TRY Ir.

How many £5 notes does it take to weigh down a golden
sovereign? Most peoplesanswers vary from roo to 2,ooo.

Try it with seven. You u/an'l be very far oul.

Pnoor INDEED

The boy's school report was one of those which had to be
signed by the father and sent backto the schoolmasteras a proof
that the father had read it.

This report said “ He is a very goodboy, but talks too much,"
Before he signed it, the weary father wrote on it, “You should
hear his mother "

Ti-ie Vi/nous Trrrc

Finding he was to have a bishop in the shooting party, the
headkeeper inquired of a friend how such an ecclesiasticaldig-nitary
shouid be addressed, After the shoot the friend asked how he had
fare

“ Awful." he lamented. " A bird rose right under his gunand
I shouted,'Shoot the damnedthing, your Holiness! And I saw
at once by his face that I'd used the wrong title ”

How ro MAKE 'l`E.-A,

I am not much of a tea drinker,Simply BecauseI find that
for stayingpowerBeer is Best. A cupof tea occasionally,however,
is refreshing-if properlymade. How often it is either too strong
or too wea.k! When tea is badly made it is frequently due to
ignorance. The rules for good tea-makingare simple, and should
be hung in every kitchen :»

(I) Warm the teapot.
(2) Use one teaspoonfulof tea for each person, and one for

the pot.

(3) Use fresh boiling water and pour on the leaves without
moving the kettle from the stove.

(4) Allow to brew for not less than five minutes, and stir
beforeserving.

Insistenceuponfreshly boiledwateris necessary. Waterwhich
is boiled for any length of time losesits oxygen, becomesflat, and
as a result there is no proper percolationand brewing,
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ANGLERS, PLz~:.~.sE Nom.

Within easy reach of Reading by road or rail the stretch of

waterbetweenShiplakeand Marsh Locks is proving very profitable
to anglers this season,several good catches having been reported.
For this district, Wargrave,with the well»known Simonds’ house,
" The St. George and the Dragon " as a starting point, is most
convenient. Off the opposite bank, alongwhich the towpath mms,
are several good roachswims and occasionallya sizeable chub has
been reeledin. Goodsport is obtainablein the fast running water
of the Loddon which leadsto the wcir pool, tumbling bay and the
lock cutting at Shiplake. Immediately below “ The George," as
the hotel is familiarly known, is the Hennertonbackwater,a very

well-known retreat for anglers when traffic on the river is heavy
enough to interfere with good sport, while lower down the main
stream are the BowlneyIslands, wherethe waters in and aboutrun
into deep holeswith plenty of rushes,etc., in shallowerplaces. just
the ideal places for pike, tench, perch, etc, Here, too, our old
friends the barbel are very much in evidence. The " St. George
and the Dragon" is to remain open throughout thc winter and
with the catering facilities it has, should prove an attractive spot
either for the club outing or the individualpiscator. The manager
himself is an ardent angler and will offer a hearty welcome to all
interestedin the art,and would at all times fumish informationto

any newcomersto the district.

Tac Lars MR. FRANK Knmfrou.

On August 4th, Mr. Frank Kimpton of Olde Holme, Bound-
stone, passed to his rest after a long illness and our hearts go out
to the widow and little daughter in their great sorrow, For I6
yearshe representedMessrs. H. & G. Simonds Ltd. and his many
fine qualities of heartand mind won for him innumerablefriends.
His wonderful sincerity and transparent honesty made him
popular among all classes and everywherehe went. That was
apparentat the funeral whenhe was laid to rest in the cemetery
at Wrecclesham, The Rev. _I. Leonard officiated at the solemn
ceremony,his reverent conduct of the serviceadding greatly to its
impressiveness. The British Legion fonneda guard of honour and
Mr. Kimpton'scolleaguesfrom the Brewery and elsewhereattended
to bid him an affectionatefarewell. There were many beautiful
floral emblemsand for many yearsto come his memory will remain
with usas fragrant as they. G<>od»bye old friend, may you rest
in peace
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Cuzrncizsren.

“ The history of ‘Ciciter' is an absorbing study,"writes Mr.
john T. Weaver, the popular licensee of the Waggon and Horses.
London Road, Circncestcr. " Here it was in August, 1642, in the
Market Place, that the Civil Wars actually started, and in my
saloon bar I have a reproduction of the original painting by
J. Beecham where the incident is portrayed whenLord Chandos,
Envoy ot King Charles, attempted to executethe commission of
array."

" Hoe LEAF Gazm-ris " IN Hnsviriu..
A gentlemanwho was in the Alton Hospital for four months

tells me thathe had the Hon LEAF Gazerriz sentto him and found
it most entertaining. So did the nurses,each oneof whom read it
from beginning to end with the greatestpleasureand " spoke in
highest praise concerning its contents."

Nor So Goou

Floating down the river outside the St. George and Dragon
Hotel, Wargrave, was an " S.B." bottle, Otherwise empty, inside
was this terse message:-

"This which is inside is not so goodas that which was
inside."

e° ees
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(BY w. DUNs'rER.)

Congratulationsto Miss A. M. Prosser on her occupying the
place of honour in last month's issue of THE Hon LEAF Gnzizrre.
Having workedwith her in the CorrespondenceOffice for ten years
I ieel I can write (with all due respect) of her manysterlingqualities
and how pleasedwe are that she has made a real successof her
present important position. I think Miss Proger always made
many friends by her ever willingness to do anything that came
along and the real pleasureit has always givenher to help anyone
and everyone, Being a real sport in every way, Miss Prosserspent
practicallythe 11/hob:of her servicein the CorrespondenceOffice before
being appointed as Private Secretaryto the Managing Director.
In fact she left that office to take up her presentduties, so I expect
she sparesa thought now and againof the happy yearsspent in the
CorrespondenceOffice. -I wish her every successin the future and
hope she will be blessed“ini goodhealth to enjoy the goodthings
of life.

Many thanks to the writer oi Brighton Branch notesfor his
reference to myself, Yesl I certainly do hope to see Sussex in

action atEastboumenext week. (I am endeavouringto write this
on the beach at Hastings-quite an ordealbelieve me), Speaking
of snssex, they will not win the championshipthis year, but they
are a most attractive side to watch, so I hope they serve up
somethinggood when I see thern in action.

The photographof the newbridge crossingBridge Streetgives
quite a good ideaof how attractiveit now looks. One department
greatly responsible for this pleasing piece is undoubtedly the
Wheelwrights, and it must not be forgotten that Mr. Jack Stone
had quite a lot to do with the idea and the carrying out of a great
deal oi the work,

Quite a well-known characterpassedaway last month»-Mr,
Frank Newman. He served the Firm, as a drayman, for many
years and in the country districts in which he delivered goods, he
was looked upon as an authority on many subjects. He was one
of thc old school and served H. & G. Simonds faithfully and well.
He had been on pension for a number of years and used to call
regularly at The Brewery on Fridays up to a short while ago, To

his relatives we extend our sincere sympathy.
Football in full swing again‘hardly seemstrue-still I learn

cricket hashad quite a good innings of line weather this year,
Naturally we are all looking forward to a successfultime for the
Reading Football Club and personally I think they should have a

good season. Promotion, of which we have heard so much
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previously, is die aim of the managementand it does seem that
some real good men havebeen signed on. As the Club has really
donewell for severalseasons,it may be their tum to go up. Here's
wishing them every success.

The iollowing changesand transfershave recently taken place
and to all we wish every goodfortuneand prosperity :-

The Malt Shovel, Ramsbury (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr.
William Wiggins.

The ArmstrongGun,Englefield Green (H. & G, SimondsLtd)-
Mr. A, D. Wrixen.

We regret to record the death oi Mr, JamesGale, The Bell Inn,
Twytord, who had been a tenant at this House since 1916. He
joined the parishcouncil i_n 1919, when he was returned at the top
of the poll at the election, Amongst the many other public
offices he held were Housing representativeon the Wokingham
R.D.C., hon. treasurer to the Royal Berks HospitalContributory
Scheme,hon. treasurerof the Whit-Monday Sports Association,
and for many years, up to the presenttime, school manager
representative of the parish council, The luneral took place
at the Reading Crematorium,

Our sincere sympathy is hereby extended to his relatives.

A GREAT THOUGHT.

The mere lapseof yearsis nal We To eat, and drink andsleep
to ba exposedto darknessand light to pace round in the mill of habit,
andturn thought into an implement of trade~thisis nal We In all

this, but a poor fraction of the canscientiousnessof humanity is
awakened, and the sanctiiies stih slumber which make it worth while
to be. Knowledge, truth, love, beaugv, goodness,faith alone cangive
vitality to the mechanismof existence, The laugh n/ mirth that
vibrates through the heart-the tears that freshen the dry wastes
within-the music that brings chihihaad back-the prayer that calls
the future near~¢hedoubt that mains us meditate-the death that
stariles uswith mystery-thehardship which forces us ia struggle-the
anxiety which endsin trust-arethe true nourishmento/ our natural
being.
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CRICKET,

nernrrs or rl-lr rnsr succrssrur MON-rn.

This month has been a glorious one and, at the same time,
most successful, lsnrli teams, unfortunately, were unablein play
two nl their games,but of those played, men team wnn one and
lost one. A brief summary of each game is given below :-
july 24th. " A " TEAM 1o5 1/. Eviznsmsv STREET 186 tor 2 (dec).

We had asvisitorsour old friends from Eversley and somefine
cricket was seen. As will hc noticed, this was a good day for
batsmen,lint, unfortunately (lor us), the visitors had the betterol

the argument. Their iirst wicket fell at 24, Tigar having his
appeal for leg-before upheld. L_ Leverrneli joined G. Taylor, and
these two gave a brilliant display of fearless batting; Leversuch
scoring 4o beiore being caught in the " cover"~g8 for 2 Things
looked had ior us,but worse was to come. C. Leversucli madean
even better partner for Taylor and at tea-time 112 were on the
linnrd, afteronly an hour's play. Ten seemedin give themrenewed
energyfnr, dining llie next linli-linnrs cricket,74 rnns were added.
Taylor at this time had 65 to his credit, while Leversuchhadnearly
caught him up with 61. The latter was very considerateto our
iielrlers, for we had little running to do, owing to the fact that 56
of his runs were madeup of 6 sixesand 5 fours

Eversley thcn declared and left us about the same amount of

time as theyhad to beat their line total, but Wo could not keep up
llieir rate of scoringnllhnngli our first wicket realized onemore rnn
rlinn theirs. c. Jnsey left at inn samescore aftermaking16, witli
A. Hedgington scoringri and, later, SkipperCrutchley contributing
a mostgallant 31, we had So on the board for sevenwickets. About
this time we had made a draw, as 7 o'clock had struck, but our
Captain decided to iight il ont. This sporting gesture was much
appreciatedby our opponents,and 25 runs were added beforethe
final wicket iell. Of this number, \\'. Greenawayhad one of his
" short and sweet " innings, lniling is (one n nnn lliree rs). For
Eversley, G. Taylor followed up his line " knock " by dismissing
half of our side for 22 runs, but none of our bowlers could make
any impression.

july 3rsi.

On this day we were down to entertain the MessStaff, R.M.C,
Camberley,but, unfortunately, they were obliged to “ cry off ”

owing to being unableto raise a team through Stall leave.
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August 7th. " A " TEAM 109 for 3 (dec.) 11. OXFORD BRANCH 50.

This match proved to he a very pleasantaftemoon's cricket,
Both sideswere below usual strength,but the game did not suiter
asfar asgood play was concerned.

Our Oxford colleagueshad first knock, but did not fare too
well against H. s. Tigar, who is doing some fine feats this season.
Seven wickets were down for only 26 runs, but H. Hickman and
A. Siggary made a plucky stand, adding 20 runs for the eighth
wicket, The latter scored 13, which proved to be unlucky, for he
then fell a victim to Tigar. Hickman hit 9. 4, but the remaining
batsmen came and went without adding further to the total.
Hickman was unbeatenwith 12 runs against his name. Tigar
came out with the brilliant analysisof 8 for IS, six of these bcing
clean bowled. R. A. Prestontook the other two wicketsat a cost
of 13 runs apiece. Our fielding was as good asany this season,
Hedgington doing eiteellent work, for besides catching the first
three men,he did somebrilliant picking up in the " deep," followed
up by good retums to the wicket.

We openedfairly strongly, and ar runs were nn the board
when the first wicket fell. This number was more than doubled
before our next man left, Hedgington's contribution was 16.

H. Tozerjoined W. Busby and betweentllem soon passedOxfords
total. The score-boardread B1 for 3, last player 30, when Busby
was bowled with a good ball by F. Smith. Tozer continuedto bat
well and was still undefeated when our Skipper declared. He
(Tozer) had then made 39,

It was still rather early, so we gave our hosts anotherknock.
Several of our " dark horses " had a go with the ball a_nd 21 very
laughable half-hour or so was spent.

Our party then hada walk up into town and returned later to

behold a very nice supper laid out in the pavilion. After enjoying
this excellent repast we, very reluctantly, had to go and arrived
home " safe and sound."

All spoke well of the very cordial reception accordedusand 1

am sure this visit to Oxford will be long rememberedby those who
made the trip.

Thanks, Oxford, for a splendid time.

August 14th.

Unfortunately we had to cancel this game, which would have
been the return with Wargrave " B," owing to bad weather. As
you are no doubt aware, it rained nearly all the morning and, but
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for a slight lull about half~past twelve, it was still coming down
fairly hard at I o'clock. We therefore, regretfully, had to call the
gameoff.

Now for the " B " Team,
jab/ 24th, " B " TEAM 16 1/_ Mon'rmEn znn XI 88.

Our secondstring came a real " cropper " in this return game
at Mortimer sufferingtheir heaviestdefeat of the seasonand their
secondbeating at Mortimer's hands.

The home side batted first and by consistentbatting made
quite a useful total, H. Beards went in secondwicket down and
was still unbeatenat the end, having scored 23. H. Cottrell and
S. M. Beards with 15 and 10 respectively,helped to swell the score.
W. Benham came out with the best analysis taking 3 for 14.
B. Farmer took 4 wicketsat a cost of just under six apiece.

Not one of our team could reach double figures against the
deadly bowling of A. Bushell and S. Beardswho were in fine form.
The former obtained 6 wickets for only 7 runs, while Beards
" bagged" the other 4 for o runs.

jug' 31st_ “ B " TEAM 97 (for 9) 1/_ READING ELEcrRlclTv 84.

After the previous week's set-back, we were in doubt as to

what would happen when we met the " Electric," after not playing
them for several seasons. However, we brought off an excellent
win in passingour opponentsrespectablescore, before our sixth
wicket fell.

Godolphin and Lambourneput on 26 for the first wicket, each
player hitting four 4‘s in their eventual scores of zo and 18

respectively. Shortly aftereanie H. Pascal with re and P. Earley
with 16 to their credit.

E. c. Greenaway, eontinuinghis good bowling this season,did
well to capture4 for 27. B. Farmer2 for ro and l-l. Tozer 4 for 37
also bowled well.

B. Farmer (15) and G. Kelly (11) gave the innings a good
send-off, but it was Tozer who enabled us to win by scoring a

brilliant 4r, which certainly kept both scorers and fielders busy.
He found goodsupport in E. C. Greenaway (12) and B. Nicholls (I4)
and whilst partnered by the latter, their opponents total was

reachedand passed.

Reading Electric tried five bowlers of whom 'fhompsorl was
the mostsuccessful, taking 4 for 4.
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August 7th.

We should haveentertainedGreat WesternMotors on this day
but, owing to the Ist XI calling on one or two of the players, and
also to the fact thatseveral were going to Tidworth for the Tattoo,
we had to tender our apologies to our opponentsand cancel the
iixture,

August 14th.

Although raining in Reading, nine players and a scorer (Jack
Cholwill, who had come down to the Club to enquire Whether the
Ist XI's gamehad been cancelledor not, kindly came out to North
Moreton with us to enable Mr, j. Brown, the 2nd XI’s umpire, and
their scorerto play) made the trip.

It hadonly started raining there at a quarter to three but,by
the time we found the ground, a steady drizzle was falling, so. after
spondinga few minutesplaying darts in the pavilion,we had teaat
the local " pub " and spenta couple of hours aftertea playing darts
and bar-billiards. We arrived back all too soon, but just in time
for the " kitty " to be won,

Well, that is all for now, but by the time these notes appearin
print the last gameswill havebeen played and details will be given
in next month's issue, together with completerecords of games
played, averages, etc.

W.].G.
Asst. Han. Sec.

In Bradford she was Mabel,
She was Marjorie in Perth,
In Plymouth shewas Phoebe,
The sweetestthing on earth
In London she was Doris,
The brightest of the bunch
But downin his expenses
She was Petrol, Oil, and Lunch

THE Hoe LEAF GAzE'rrE 587

VVORDS OF WISDOM.

lf you fall get up. A fall need not be a failure,

Don’t live in hope with your arms folded.

How much a manis like old shoes
For instance,both a " sole ” may lose.
When shoeswear out they're mendednew
When menwear out they're mcn deadtoo,

A HoRsE's PRAYER.

Up a hill force me mf.
Down s hill press me hot.
oh the level spare me hot,
lh the stable larger me hui.

Since iew large pleasuresare lent us on a long lease, it is wise
to cultivate a. big undergrowthof small pleasures.

The highest wisdom is hot to he always wise.

" He prayeth bestwho lovethbest
All thingsboth great and small
For the dearGod who loveth us,
He made and loveth all."

Life is madeot smallest fragments
Shadeand sunshine,work and play
So may we, with greatestprofit,
Leama little everyday.
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We mark our trail, as o'erthe unknownway
We search our path, we setsome token by-
A stone, a branch,a pieceof garment lay
To mark the trail, and show a friend is nigh.

We mark our trail, some iellow traveller may
Comestruggling on, about to Iall and fail.
Behold, take courage,and so Iind his way
And reachthe goal,becausewe marked our trail.

Little rills makewider streamlets.
Streamletsswell the river's flow.
Rivers join the ocean billows,
Onwards, onwards,as they go.

Tl-IE GAMEKEEPER.

They call me “ Velveteens"-the city folk-
And, sure, they're welcome to their little joke:
But, Lord-a-mercy! how surprised they'd be
Ii they saw halt the curious sights I see
*A Vixen, with her sandycubs at play;
Or grass~snake,and her young (hatched yesterday).
The sunnysouthwardbank where addersbask
And only to be unmolestedask
-A spinney where the scolding magpie talks;
The large, brown blotchy eggs of sparrovehawlrs;
A squealing rabbit, paralysedby tear
Becausehe knows the varmint we.Tsel's near;
Or crouching leveret, with earslaid back
And, thro' the grass, a nimble field-vole's track.
These things see becauseI use my eyes
And learn of nature till she makes me wise.
-“ Old Velveteens,the Keeper "-~that’s my name.
They think me dull and slow but, just the same,
When from my pipe the scentedsmoke~ringscurl
And, in the west, the sky grows grey and pearl.
As o'er a woodland gate I silent lean
To muse on all the wonders I have seeni
I tell you, Sir, I wouldn't change my lot
With any town-bred tofi-no, rather not

S. E. Cor.LlNs.

Tl-IE Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

A NATURE NOTE.
Tl-le i>lsPARTuRe or THE swrrrs,

STONE CURLEW AT AUDLEYS Vt'UOD.

(by c.l-l.l>.).

On Sunday,August 8th, 1 saw an unusually large number of
swifts performing amazing aerial evolutions high overhead. They
were not playing their usual game oi Iollow-my-leader over and
around the houses. And instead of their customaryshrill cries
their voicessoundedmoresubduedand theyappearedto be engaged
in serious business. It was a kind of mass meetingand though l
did not talre a shorthandnote of all that transpired, I think they
passed the following resolution :-

“ That this meetingof swifts, held at Reading on August
sth, 1937, definitely decide to leave Reading lor Afriea
on the morrow, in view of the approach of Autumn."

There appearedtn be oneor two dissentientsand as the shades
of night were falling fast the meeting closed with a vote of thanks
to the Chairman.

And surely enough the next day there was hardly a swift to

be seen. I kept a close watch on the skiesand on the Ioth I saw
two and on the 15th one, Since then I have not seen a switt. I
often wished understoodbird languagefor it must be intensely
interestingto know what the speakers--perhapssquealrerswould
be a more appropriate term-say,when attending these farewell
meetings.

wl-lERE Tl-lEv oo.

‘lihe swallow, the sand-martin, and the nightjar, gn tn Africa
and India. The house-martin, thc nightingale, the swift, the
lesser whitethroat, and the garden-Warblervisit Africa. The
corncrake,a bird not nearly so abundantto-day as it was even ten
years ago, winters in North Africa, Egypt,Asia Minor andPalestine.

The wheatear,oneof the iirst oi our summermigrantsto return
to us in spring,travels se lar as Northern India andPersia,although
it frequently is content to stay in Africa until, once again, an
irresistible urge brings it back to the British Islcs. That dainty
little bird, the chiiichaft, spends the winter months on the sunny
shores of the blue Mediterranean.

Fuss PREDICTS WEATHER CHANGES.

Holidayrmakershavehad a spell oi tine weatherbut we must
expect changes with the approach of Autumn. Have you ever
noticed how extremely sensitive to atmosphericconditions the cat


