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MR. W. F. MERCER.

The publication of the portrait in our frontispiece will bring
back to the memories of older members of the staff recollections of
the old Branch establishment at 51 Robertson Street, Hastings,
where Mr. Mercer commenced his carcer on the Firm in October,
1913,

n Jeu than o yea, the outbreek of the Great War made soch

appeal to this bo\lng man that, at the age o
S e, the 4ol S
received a check, as when it was discovered that he was un
he was discharged and resarned his wor
1917, when he again joined the Royal Sussex Regiment. Sub-
sequently being transferred to the Middlesex Regiment, Mr. Mercer
saw service in France and returned to England in 1018 suffering
from a severe attack of gas and trench fever. _After dembbilization
in December, 1018, he again returned to Hastings office, being
transferred to Woolwich in May, 1920, and from thence to the
Branch Department at Reading’ in June, 1922, where e was
engaged in the routine work of the office, wih periods of relef work
at virious Branches, notably Farnborotigh and Ludgershall doring
e i b

In October, 1923, Mr. Mercer left the Firm's employ and
sojourned in Canada and the United States of
1926, when, returning to’ this countrs
Firm and commenced duties in the General Office at Reading.
Two months later Mr. Mercer was transferred to Oxford Branch,
where he is still serving.

Mr. Mercer's experiences have been full of interest and, in the

courss of 24 years, e has ap il & compretitlys kiiawlede of
the Firm's business and has the reputation, which dates back t
the time when he was at Reading, of being a quick and 1cliable

ich function under the Hop Leaf banner, there emerges
conspienously the subject of our frontispices.

e early post war days Mr, Mercer was an enthusiastic
footballer and also played a good game of cric
participation has now given way to the less strenuous occupation 7
an eye witness of these two great pastimes,
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Take a little wine for thy stomack’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

CHAT f;‘ b

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By C.HP)

Wiy He FAINTED
A young married man speaking to two friends said :

“T believe there is something in suggestion. My wife was
reading ‘ The Heavenly Twins,’ and she has had twins.”

he second agreed and reated that s wife had unfortunately
been reading *“ The Three Musketeers " d had triplet:

‘The third man faiited. His wife was reading ** The Birth of
ation.”

a

WE CaNNoT RULE THE WORLD.

If our militant pacifists had had their way, we should be
fighting fn Spain to-day—even if we had alteady wound up 3 var

the Mediterranean over Abyssinia, says Our £ mpire. Aud we
dhomid b fighting minus the necesary equipment, of which they
had starved us | It goes against the gain of & ircedom loving
people to buhe murder of liberty in other countries, but, unl

less
it is prepared to govern the whole world and force its 1dca!< upon
every other nation, it must be content to make its own freedom
Jate, The one possble advance upon this attitude would be
through the system of collective security China in 1932, and
Abyssinia |z(er, have shown us how much co!!echve s:cunly
worth. That is why we are rearming; that is why the
Government, while (loing its utmost to bring peace to Spain’ o
Ching, rfuses to take sides in ther quatrels. Wo huve enough~—
and more than enough—of our own to defend ; and we have learned
inoa: ta3oithat for. that dsfence: e cam'rely upon ‘mobedy but
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PACIFIST CRUELTY.

Speaking last month to ex-Service men at Perth, Australia,
Sir William Birdwood declared that pacifists who discouraged the
{raining of young men to defend (heir country were the eruellest
persons on earth.” If men are not trained and they are called upon
to fi said, it mc«ms the condemnation of thousands to the
cruellest of deaths. We know that this myopic cult is still misusing
the liberty of British citizenship to conspire against the very
freedom which makes its activities possible, but e are ghd o
notice that the recruiting returns are providi iate
fely. Tast month the Regular Army fira reghiered 1
bvgge(t monthly increase for and lhe Territorial Army
rapidly drawing nearer its R

g
-8

Not A HoRSE.
The domineering wife of a sportsman prohibited her husband
from backing horses, but he continued to gamble secret]
evening an old friend, unaware of the probibition, dropped in s
o the punter : “ Well, did you have any luck with Annabel
Jestestlay 7
Instantly the wife shot her husband an ugly look and went
out of the room.

* You've tomn it,” groaned the husband. * My wife thinks I
don’t bet now.  You'll have to square this with her.”

In @ few moments, when the wife retumed, the friend sid,
breezily : 1 sa rown, I'm awfully misled you
Just now.  Annabelisn't horsé, you know. . She' Sonlya barmaid.”

TiE NUNEATON BUN.
A picnicker, close by Nuneaton,

““ Get that uneaten Nuneaton b\m eaten
For Wasp STINGS. i

It should be remembered that a wasp sting is an exception to
the general rule of treating with an alkali. While the sting of a
bee is acid, that of a wasp is alkaline, and an acid application such
s vinogar, lemon juice, o the Juice of an onion s the msual remedy.

T
diminishes the ~coagulability of the blood. Treatment could
therefore consist of an acid application (diluted citric or acetic acid)
followed by 20 grains (repeated if necessary) of calcium lactate.
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BEER A COMFORT 2,000 YEARS AGO!

A number of skeletons, dating, it is believed, from about 2,000
years ago, have been juring the last few days at Maiden
Castle, r)urchcsm (hc s\le of the prehistoric earthwork, which is
being excavate the supervision of the Society of Antiquaries,
says TheiTonesy: The Skeletons nclude one of @ man who died
ex Wheeler, Kesper o the
Lnndon Museum, whn is in cllargc oI lhe work, said :—" The

owin
the burial of children was a Casual matter,often earried out outside
their parents’ homes."”

ABOUT SNOBS.

The following is an accurate definition of a sn0b :  One wio
looks down upon another because he is poorer, or who resents
another ),mu- 1. Thackeray's definition of a snob takes

lsiippssi e e i o Kissing the feet
B ot e e b

VOLUTION.

T—Man is born.
2—Man grows up.

5—Man turns to dust.
6—Grass grows from dust.
7—Horse eats grass.

Moral—Never kick a horse, you might injure a former relative.

FoRWARD OR Back ?

Here is a rhyme which makes it
clock goes back or forward

When winter is over and the dreary days s one,

g you e o iyt Hocka o

When summer is over, alas and a

Then you remember to put your et

t casy to remember whether the
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SWAN AND RED CURRANT JELLY.
Mr. Alfred Willes, chef at a Iamou: restaurant in the Strand,
are

a gre:
century, when Favart i knighted his son on the
cottish expedition, two royal swans were served as the

pnnclpai i A ccraic) (0¥ YOl etosB e Sving 4

To a gravy of beef good and strong I opine

You'll be right if you add half a pint of po

Pour this through the swan, ves right (lu‘ough lhe belly,
Then serve the whole up with some red currant jelly.

COURTEOUS ATTENTION AND MODERATE CHARGES.

Mr. avis, our Catering Manager, has received t
following very frtilying letter from'a gentleman who visited the
Anchor Inn, Kennford

Dear Sir,

Having recently had varied experiences at different hotels
of all sorts during a tour in Devon and Cornwall, I feel T would
like to write and congratulate you upon the excellent little
place you have, I understand only recently opened at Kennford,
and to inform you that my wife and I were greatly impressed
byt i S8 o mannce i ST elwers
i Tor s ormmbtas

welcomed in by the Manageress, on enqus
tion for the night last Sunday evening.

We had a nice hot grill, a very mm(nnnble lttle Jounge
and bedroom, and most pleasant and willing servic
aff; accompanied by courteous and friendly & allcnuon bv e
Manager and his wite, followed by moderate chas

I do not know that I have ever come across one of your
hotels before, and I was surprised to find that you had a pce
50 fac AREAA - Tt 4wy b Abcior T &% Kennford
is the sort of place xhat is just what is required by the average
cent motorist, when on tour, and 1 would like to offer you
my best wishes for success with the enlargements of same, that
T understand you already find to be necessary.

Fisu Catcues Dog,

new type of fishing story is vouched for by Messrs. J. E.
Ald.ndge and S. Brown, of High Wycombe, who, with a friend,
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visited a pond near Burnham, being accompanied by a dog, The
nd, until recently, had not been fished for 12 years, and pike are
believed to be plentiful. The dog went into the pond to drink and
suddenly Mr. Aldridge and Mr. Brown were startled by the cries of
the animal. A large pike had seized the dog by one of its legs and
dragged it into the middle,of the pond.  The pike swam rousa
round, pulling the dog with it, and once the animal went under
water. Neither of the party could do anything to release the dog
owing to the depth of mud, but eventually he was able to break
Ioose and swim to the bank.
InGENIOUS “ PICTURE OF PENN
A novel method o g money for the High Wycombe War
Meoril Hospital has been adopted. by Mr. F. Heales, lcendso of
the Red Lion Inn, Wycombe Marsh. ~Noticing that coins. placcd
on the counter of the inn at a spot moistened by beer bec:
adhesive on the smooth surface, this gave Mr. Healey the idea of

t
rectangular honoycomb. _In all 270 pennies were 5o affixed, and
the other week Mr. W. H. Smith, secretary to the War Memorial
Hospital contributory scheme, had the pleasure (.1 receiving as a
donation from the licensee a chsq\le for 41 25. 6d., representing the
sum accumulated in this novel wz

CLOSE OF LAWN TENNIS SEASON.

The end of Sepember saw the closs ofthe Lawn Tennis Season
which has proved highly enjoyable. The valuable Cu;
presented by Mr. Louis Simonds (Men's Singles Handicap) and
Mr. R. St. J. Quarry (Ladies’ Singles Handicap) have acted as a
great stimulus to rhe game, The tennis continues m improve
Beyond expectation end we no aye some very promisin players.
Mr. Cyril Langton is one of our outstanding exponents of the gam
He is a very hard hitter, his forceful forchand drives and good
back-hand work combining to make him a fine all-round player.
Then there is our versatile Mr. Percy James, & beainy lttle player,
who fights to the last ditch and enjoys every moment of the game,
winning or losig. i, Will Harve, one of ou veterans, knowsal
the tricks of the game and with a sound service is very hard to
L A 4l e s v i g M.
Huddy, wte of ot worthy Secretary. She has a fast service and
P in determined fashion. For three years she
e runner-up for the Ladies’ Handicap Cup. Miss Faithfull
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is another excellent player and drives the ball with equal ease
whether on the fore- or back-hand. ~She is certainly an acquisition

10 the Club.  And last, but by no means least, there is Mrs. T. H.

Yy, an experienced | plzyer “with a_graceful and effective style.

She excels in every department of the game and was nat

strong favourite for i Ll Cup'hich s won for (8 ReE0A

year in succession.

EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL.

Erom an enjoyment pointof view the scason s been eminently
ssf ywhere

Blackbird. a great feature of the season and
for their arrangemont out hearty thanks are dts to Mes. Huddy,
Mrs. James, Miss Prosser, Miss Faithfull, ete. To run a tennis club
involves considerable work and this has been carried out in a highly
efficient manner by our genial Secretary, Mr. Huddy, to whom
we all extend our best thanks, and to whom much of the success
of the past season has undoubtedly been due.

5
%,
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

tragedy of life is to get what you want and then discover
that yo\l don’t want it.

Easy Street is only reached via Hard Work Alley.

Make friends and your sales will take care of themselves.

The better part of every man'’s education is that which he
gives himsell.

SIMONDS' SOCIAL CLUB.
HIGH STANDARD AT ANNUAL SHOW.
KEEN COMPETITION FOR CUP.

very high standard was reported-at the annual members’
vegetable and flower show of H. & G. Simonds’ Social and Recreation
Club, Reading, which was held at the club on Saturday, August 28th.
There were 18T entries, the best sections being those for onions,
runner beans, peas, gladioli and dahlias

The judges for vegetables and flowers, Mr. W. Clift (head
gardener to Mr. F. A. Simonds, Audleys Wood, Basingstoke), and
Mr. W. Broomfield (gardener to Mr. Milton Bode, Cliffe House,
Mapledurham) spoke very highly of the exhibits, and awarded the
cup for the highest number of points to Mr. T. Osborne, with 27
points. Mr. T. Stacey was runner-up with 24, and Mr. H. C. Plank
third with 20. The remainder of the classes were judged by Miss
'K'ng

uring the afternoon Major S, V. Shea-Simonds visted the
n‘(hxbmun, and expressed pleasure at i quality of the entries.
An honorary extibit was staged by M. F. A, Simonds’ head
gardener. It comprised vegetables and flowers, the magnificent
St blooms being parricalarly admired. - An exhibit of miniature

vegetables etc., made by Mr. H. Norris, caused much amusement,
d Lhc wlectmg box on lhe stand added a nice sum to the
Chile T At the conclusion of the show the produce was

sold, the proceeds going towards the Children's Annual Treat.

The secrtarial duties for the show were ably carred out by
Mr. W. Bradfors
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E AWARDS.

151, T. Stacey ; and,

Solletionof egsaticn H.C.
\ kid 1, 1. Pratee s mma, L C. P

Potatoes, 4, T.
cey.
Dito, round .. ... 1st, T Osbome  and, J. Champion: 3,
G, F. Andres
Potato, heaviest 1.1, Stac
Onions’ el l)ay, nd, T. Stacey; 3nd, ]
oy e T Siacey  nd, C. A. Higgs: 3, H. C.

Carrots, intermediate or long  1st, C. A. Higgs : and, T. Stacey ; 3, H. C.

Ditto, short ww. 1sh, C. T. Rosum ; and, T. Osborne ; 3d, T.
ey.
Carrot, largest 161, T. Osborne.
Runner beans ... o, E: Tate; 2nd, T. Stacey ; 3, T. Osborne
and H. C.
Pas e Sucey i, T. Osborae: 34, C. T.
Cabbage. | . HUIS m, r Uxbomz, and, E. Tate; yd, J.
Ditto, heaviest o B
Beet, globe ... fites i, Osborne. 2and, J. Champion; 3rd,
i
cttuce, cos ... ... 49
Marrows, for table use H C. ; and, T. Stacey; 3rd, H
> er.
Marrows, heaviest . Prater.
inips . Lt T Day; and, C. T. Rosum: ynd,
i, C. Plank,
Shalloe s, el L gt R G Plask; and, T. J. Day; 3vd, T

Staces
L mH - Plank; 21

Tate; 304, C. T.

FRuit axp Cur Frowess,

Apples, culinary ... ... ist, H. James ; 2nd, E. A. Higgs; 30d, C. T.
Ditto, dessert 150, H. James; 2nd, G. F. Andrews; 3rd,
Asters o 156, E. A. Higgs ; 2nd, T. Osborne ; 3rd, R. .

Dahias k. A'mggs. 2nd, T. J. Day; 32, C. T.

Mixed cut flowers 4 m T O:bome nd, E. A Higgs; 3rd,

Sweet peas.
Gladioli

tace,

weo 1st, J. Champion 2nd, Mrs. Wetton; 3rd,
i Prater.

.+ 166, H, James.

‘Foliage plant

Eggs
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Lapiss SEcTioN,

Fruitcake .. .. .. tst Mrs T. Osbomne; 2, Mrs Wetton; 3rd,
Mrs, Prater.
Boiled potatoes 1sf, Mrs. T. Osborne; and, Mrs. Prater;

4rd, Mrs. Champion.

Needlework . 15f, Ms. Stacey ; 2nd, Miss Hillir.
Crochet work ... sty Miss Hillier i, Mrs. Stacey s 30d,
Hand knitting G A Rt s i e

Jam or marmalade 1L xsfy Mo Prater’ and, ek Saunders; 3,
Jely e, \m l\-n( 2nd, Mrs. Prater; 3rd, Mrs.

HILDREN'S SETio
Bunch of wild flowers . tst, Miss Tate: znd, Miss Wetton; 3rd,
Master Androws.
si, Miss Tate ; znd, Miss No

Needlework

LAWN TENNIS CLUB.

Once again I have to write * finis ” to our seaso
year it is with regret we close the chapter of our Lawn Tennis Club.
The season has been exceptionally good, both in regard to the
weather and to the class of tennis secn.

The annual Singles Tournaments for the cups presented by
L. A, Simonds, Esq.,and R, St. J. Quarry, Esq., have again produced
ling games but. e pride of place must, of course, be given to
Mz, C. H. Perrin. Singles champion four times in five years, this
year bringing the hat-trick,is a wonderful record. ~His march to the
2937 final was not without some hard fights but ke reachad e
stage to meet Mr. P. James. A fine match was witnessed, Mr.
James beingat the top.af i foer, bt MF. Dot with s sopaice
ourt craft and his pasing shots placed (0 perfction, won the day
I8 £ sets, 67, 615, The, Evening Gaseie Sports Editor writas
“Master of court guile, cunning cut and spin, and superb placing,
C.H.P. has many more years of tennis ahead of him and not a few
of his club members will expect him to be the first to peg a claim
to a new trophy which will have to be found. His younger
bpporient svve him  barder gk thas the sors mieistd
one time in the second set had him on the r it Mr. Perrin
ey b oy (mprtirbabis peo S L
opponent wasn't, went away to

done, Mr. Perrin, and cnngratuhuuns to you, Mr. James
on re1c]“ng the final.
he ladies’ final was between Mrs. T. H. May (holder) iy
R. Huddv (finalist for three successive years). It was an excellent
rs. May prvned £ 00e 100 goud T Tex et it
e Congratulations Mrs. May
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The thirteen matches played this year gave us the pleasure of
mec(mg old friends once again and making new ones. Successful
against Reading Acrodrome (twice), Huntley & Pamers and The

Queen's Bays, we were beaten by Suttons (twice), Beechwood
{Ewice), Courage's (Alion), Barelays Bank and Huntley & Palmers,
the other two fixtures ending with honours even.

A word of praise, and thanks, must be given to our groundsman,
Mr. B. Hiscock, for his keen and energetic work in keeping the
cotirts in such splendid pleying sondition,

On behalf of the members of the Club may I say * Thank-you ”
m all who helped to make the season so enjoyable and su ,|,
articularly to Mr. A R. Bradford for his Mindness in allowing us
(he se of the marquee, tables, etc. We are also most grateful to
Mr. T. Howard May for the loan of his roller.

special vote of thanks must be given to the ladies for
pmvldmé: i splendid teas which so enhanced our delightful

RH.
FOOTBALL.
A’ TEAM OPEN THEIR PROGRAMME.
The Bre\«c &

1y eam opened their programme against the
1 East Rezdmg Al iSoiot s st S game had to
F e itar by three goals to one.  The following week saw them
battle for cup honours in the Town Senior Cup against Calcot Park.
Gur hopes of sesing this trophy again in the Socil Chub wers soon
el sl Caloop st Rt T By 180 ¥lctory, T

search for league points took them to Didcot and found the Town
on top of u.m Feemic i speaks for itselfi—Simonds o,
Didcot Tow

unninghil |1—»nemumn o the Premier Division—provided
e oppmmun the following week, and with the teams all square at

alf-time, a_ ding-dong struggle ensued with the visitors claiming
e Roifiay e o o) et

2

%

T
S8R5
>
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BINDING OF VOLUME XI.

tember issue having completed Volume XI, we are

prepared to undertake the binding of this volume for any of our

readers at a charge of 3/ each. If desired, covers can be supplied

t 1/- cach, where it may be more convenient for the binding to be

done locally. Readers should send complete sets to the nearest

Office from which the journal is delivered, or o the Representative
x the district.

A member of our staff is desirous of acquiring Volume I. In
the event of any reader having a bound volume, or a complete set
of the first T2 issues for disposal, a communication to the Editor
would be appreciated.

DARTS TOURNAM [ THE NAG'S HEAD, SLOUGH.

CULVERHOUSE CUP WON BY ME. D. BARRY, JNK.

Wo_women were among four_entrants in a_darts
mmpv:tluon heldrecently at o \a;, et Winisoe Foad, Slough,
nd one of the urner, had the doubtful pleasure of bcm
v sband.

baten Shusban e contest took a
“kno T et prcsentiah by Me: - Colveshitic 'l e
cpiomies st thAehion s cbiom 1 Bhe Snsh i s

by Mr. b S ol g e i

well all the evening.

Games were 201 up, starting and finishing on a double,
conditions which made the competition very open and led to some
surprising results. In the semi-finals Bernard Bnmblrcumbe who
had been in excellent form, disposed of J. Turner and Barry beat

S o the Qb woms 1ot Tk, i, was 508 49,
Brimblecombe made a quick start, but after rying to run out with
a 25 and bull at 75 scemed to lose touch, and Barry finished off the
game with a double eleven.

e cup was handed to the winner amid cheers by Mr.
Culverhouse, and he himself was heartily thanked by Mr. Barry,
who called for three cheers. He announced that a darts club would
now be formed at the Nag's Head and the team’s first match would
be against the White Hart, Chalvey.

THE LIGHTER SIDE
After the crash the car was found with a broken axle, wrecked

wi wi
steering gear and a smashed bonnet. We understand that the
driver has now another pair of wings.
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‘The above reproduction of a voucher for 368 bottles of “ Hop
Leaf ” Brand Light Pale Ale is the result of festivities in connection
with the P. & O. Centenary held on the R.M.S. Strathnaver on the
5th September.

It will be observed that the signature of our Managing Director,
Mr. F. A. Simonds, appears thereon and it is countersigned by the
Purser, Mr. E. Micville, also by the Chief Stoward, Ms. Ponchée,
forming an interesting memento of the voyage.

The popularity of the “ Hop Leaf " Bottled Beer on board
P. & O. and British India Line steamers amongst passengers
crew continues to grow.  The ale is specially brewed and bottled
for these steamships and many. thousands ‘of dosens. have becn
delvered annually for upwards of 25 years,  The trade is given to
us through our good friends, Messrs. C. G. Hibbert & Co., Ltd.,
who conduct a ne export business. They are eminent and
expert bottlers and specialists in Ships’ Stores trade.

THE LIGH
\Ik\«vu\.' “So Bilkins

SIDE.
s gone. Did he leave much ?

OLpMAY : “ T lhmk et His heirs all seem to be on the best
b Yo itk snioe

CHESTER : “I've worked under the same boss for twenty
i

Lester : “ I can beat that—it's my silver wedding next week.”
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THE GOOD OLD ENGLISH ALE.
(Lines i Ttalics denote Chorus).
Who would b lved before the days
0f g ?

Who will not now join song
0f good old English Ale ?
We know not who first barley grew,
Who first laid malt and learned to brew
The good old English Ale.
But rest s soul where'er it dwell

In paradise o deepest he

in praise

Wi for man's weal did g gar S0 well
le;

The good old English

Thn pay thy s, and take thy P
rememb

And tho' his

%

Dfeindcy 0 i bt first e
The good old English Ale.

Some be who cannot warmm thelr yaine

‘Then let them gulp their foreign fire,

at feels no warmth when he hath drunk
g00d old English Ale.
Then gy by shet, and take thy o,

And iho' his name's

remembered not,

Drain dry to him that first begot
The good old English Ale.

The King a heavy toll is paid
On good old English Ale.
Yet drinks he what our foes have made,
h Ale.
Grudge not our gold sent o'er the seas,
more ease
Than good old English Ale.
For lowliest wight within our land
That hath but two pence in his hand
h command

Not good old Englis

If brandiwine give him

'rm good old English Ale.

JB.B. (Wellington, N.Z.)






