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CAPTAIN E. 'l'. CRlPPS, M,C.

We prefacethis brief history of the life of CaptainE. T. Cripps,
M.C., with greetings and an expressionof goodwill from the
Directors of this Company,who are happy to be associatedwith
him in his position as Chairman of The Cirencester Brewery.
Limited. These sentiments will be rerechoed in the cordial
receptionwhich will be given tn the publication of his portrait in
this issueby theStaff at Headquarters,shareholdersandall readers
of this journal, who follow the fortunesof H. &G. Simonds,Limited,
as closely and as intimatelyas their own domesticlife, The spirit
of friendshipwhich existsthrougllout the whole lengthand breadth
of this Firm has spread to the Cirencester Brewery and was
immediatelyapparentfrom the time we were drawn together in
the bond of businessrelationship. As the years pass, may this
new-hom friendshipcontinue to grow and be strengthened,under
the genial influenceof Captain Cripps.

Born in the year 1874 and educatedat Wellington College.
Captain E. T. Cripps, M_C_, was occupied for two years with a.rl
Engineerin London,gainingexperiencein surveying,draughtsman-
ship and generalengineering. Thereafterhe proceededto India
and openedup 5oo acresof forestfor the Aibheel Tea Company,in
which he has an interest as a“Director. In 1899 he returned to
Englandandenteredthefamily businessof The CirencesterBrewery
Co., and was electeda Director, being responsiblefor the practical
management,including the purchasingof barley,malting, brewing,
the supervisionof machineryand plant, all of which were under his
personalcontrol. The engineeringside and the improvementand
reconstructionof the Brewery and licensedhouseshavefor 37 years
been his special interest. The wonderful progressmade during
those yearsJis adequatetestimony to his foresight and adminis-
tration. - "

Upon the Brewerybeing acquiredby our Firm, CaptainCrlpps
was appointedChairman.

A keensportsmarl,CaptainCripps hashuntedwith the V.W.H.
Houndsall his life whenevertime haspermitted. Unfortunatelya
successionoi accidentsfour years ago compelledhim to give up
this form of recreation, He is a keenshotand anexpert fisherman,

Captain Cripps served throughoutthe Great War from 1914
until the Armistice with the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
Ycomanry in Gallipoli, Sinai, and Palestine,and during the final
operationswas on the Staff of the zrst Corpsunder Field Marshal
Sir Philip Chetwode.
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Take a little wine for thyjstomachlrsakeandthine oft
infirrnities.-The Bible.

HAT  
1`0I7l w

THE EDITOR's CHAIR
(B, c. HY P.)

FooTBAr.|. Poser!!
Can a Soccerplayer who has never been on the field score a

goal? The answer is " Yes." lt actually happenedrecently in
an A_F.A. Minor Cup tie between WestminsterBank III and Old
Stationers'II. Don Ellis, Bank's outside-left, late in arriving at
the ground, waited on the touchline for the referee'spermissionto
comeon to the field. Theball went for a corner and Ellis, receiving
the 0.K. from the referee,took it. From his kick the ball passed
direct into the net, so that he actually scored before setting foot
in the field of play.

STlLL Px.\5N'rY oF BEER.

The report from Tasmanialast year that owing to a shortage
of barley there was likely to be a beer famine in New Zealand
happily provedto be only a productof the imaginationof somebody
in “ the tight little island."

Vl/e may run cleanout of hrrarl and Cheese,
But it will not bring us to our knees
The morningmilk may fade away,
But 'twill comeagainanotherday;
You may spill the pepperand the salt,
But don'tupsetour hopsand malt.
The commonfamilies causeno fear,
But let--oh ! let us haveour beer

Perry Rlesrnlcriom
A few days ago a landlord servedale possetsbrewed from old

recipeswith beer, wine, spices,sugar,and so on, at a lunchcon to
celebratethe reintroductionol the " ala garland,"a larrnerfeature
of the inn. To his surprise, Excise officials inquired about the
incident, warning him that to mix and brew the possetsfor sale
would be illegal. Even to put a spoonfnl of sugarin a glassof beer
ior sale, apparently,is an offence. Are we anv thc better for this
close surveillanccand petty restriction 7 Y
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TEN CoMMANniv1ENrs roi: Mo-roiusrs.

Thou shalt keep " Safety-First" ever before thee.
Thou shalt not make oi thyself a dangerousnuisance,nor the

likeness of anyone that grabbeth the road beside and the road
aheadand cutteth in and out of line. I

Thoushalt not take the laws of the Statein vain, for the Judge
will not hold him guiltless that taketh the laws in vain.

Rememberthy brakesand tyres and take curves slowly.
Honour the red lights and the greenlights that thy days may

be long in the land which the Lord thy Gnd giveth thee.
Thou shalt not kill.
Thou shalt net stop eebnipuv.
Thou shalt not ste;tl~pasta tram loading or unloading.
Thou shalt not flash big lights againstthy neighbour,
Thou shalt not shove they neighbour'scar, nor his bumpers,

nor his glass, nor anything that is his.-" On the Road."

BEITER if PLANTED BIRCH!

A divine, famed for his dry wit, was forced to stay for the
weekeendwith a noni/canric/ze who had just boughtup an old hall
where the divine had enjoyed many a stay in happier times. On
arrival, the old preacher\\‘as not given time to wash his hands,but
was draggedout to admirean avenueof young beechtrees which
the usurpcr had planted.

" I know," said the host, “ you`ll think that the trees w0n’t
come to anything in my time, but I’m thinking of my posterior."

" Quite," said the visitor, " I'm just wondering itat wenidfrt
have been better if youd plantedbirch."

Ti-miss Wuici-i NEVER HAPPENED.

Here are some helpful words for any who may experience
misgivings during the coming year:

We've crossedso many bridges,
And we`ve lived so many years.
We‘ve fought so many battles,
And we've shedso many tears
For the things which never happened,
Thoughwe armed to face the fight~
When all at once the trouble
Seemsto vanish but of sight.
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Norm-IERN Lion-rs Down Sourn.
A remarkableand very beautiful appearanceof the Aurora

Borealis, or Northern Lights, was sccn on Tuesdaynight, january
25th, from Readingandmanypartsoi iingiend, including the South,
where the spectacleis seldom to be seen. The display begansoon
after sunset, and faded and recurred for varying periods over
different areasof the country till a late hour, On the Downs of
the SouthandWest, on moorsand hillsidesin the North, on seaside
cliffs, andon thehighergroundof the outskirtsof London thousands
of people gathered to watch the phenomenon. A pilot of an
aeroplanecrossingthe Channelcircled a numberof times at several
thousandfeet to give his passengersa uniqueopportunityof seeing
it. Themain featuresof thedisplayappearto havebeena bnuiant
arc of mingled red and green across the sky approximately from
E,N.E. to W_N.W., with innumerablepulsating shaftsof white light
resemblingsearchlights,or, asone observerdescribedit, a. shimmer-
ing curtain, The glow, predominantlyred in the sky, suggestedto
many people, who left their homes at first in some alarm, the
reflection of a great fire. From some points the phenomenonwas
observedcontinuouslyfor somehours; from others not more than
ro or I5 minutesat a time, the durationbeingprobablygovernedby
the movementof cloud.

" Omen or DrsAsrEr<.”
In many country villages where the causeof the strangesight

was not realisedtherewas considerablealann, which has been an
ages-oldreactionof man to the mysteriousdisplay. The Northern
Lights have always been associatedwith feelings of dread and
foreboding,heraldsof impendingdisaster,as Aytoun setsout in his
poem “ EdinburghAfter Flodden" 2

All last night the northernstreamers
Shut acrossthe trembling shi/
Fearful lights that neverbeacon,
Savewhen kings or heroesdie."

Forty yearsago, on the night before Gladstonedied, May xgth,
r898, therewas a particularly vivid display, This intensity of the
Aurora is to be associatedwith the present period of unusual
sun-spotactivity which is alwaysaccompaniedby intensemagnetic
disturbance.

PALE GREEN /mu PINK.

A report to the Air Ministry from (latterick, one of the places
where the spectaclewas most brilliant, stated:»

" Aurora startedat 6.28 p.m. The maximumelevationof the
colouredarc extendingeastto west was76deg_ The lower arc, with
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pulsating pencils of light. reached45deg. There was a general
diffused glow in the North It was the brightest yet seen atCatterick."

Dr. H. Spencer jones, the Astronomer Royal, said :~" I
watchedthe spectaclefor a long time. It was a very fine display
for London, one of its novel featuresbeingthe vivid red glow, which
was more intensethan usual. The sun is in a very active stateat
present,and associatedwith the Aurora therehavebeenquite large
magneticstormsto-day,

"The Aurora is a phenomenondue to electrically charged
pardclesshot out from the sun giving rise to electricaleffectswhen
they comeinto the atmosphereof the earth. Usually the Aurora
is 60 miles high, but it has been known to reach400 miles."

A Deal fishermanwho returnedto port that night said : “ It
appearedas if the whole heavenswere on fire, and greatbeamsof
red light like stepsstretchedacrossthe sky."
"LAND or Tr-rE GAP."

The author of " The Story of the Chiltern Heathlands"
(J. H. Barker) haswritten anothermost interestingandinformative
book, " Land of the Gap." The Viscount Corverlale (Oliver
Baldwin) in a foreword is glad to recommendthe book becauseit
deals“ with one of the most beautiful and bestknown partsof our
still lovely countryside." Admirably illustrated, the book gives
descriptionsof some of the historical and antiquarianfeaturesof
typical placeson both sides of the Thamesin the Goring district;
river-side places, the Downland, and the South Chiltern country.
It shouldprove a most helpful guide to visitors andof greatinterest
to lovers of the countryside. There is an excellent map of the
district described. Attractively written, one may learnmuchfrom
the expert information bearing on the geological aspectof the
Goring Gap and the fauna and flora of the Heathland, You may
read, too, about village life eighty years ago, not forgetting the
poachingexploits of Old joey. No residentin this district should
be without a copyof “ Land of the Gap," It is publishedby Basil
Blackwell, Oxford, and the price is only 5/-.

NEW Dnuacroeor W. J. RocEns LTD.

Mr, William ParryCripps, a director of The CirencesterBrewery
Limited, has been appointeda director of W. _L Rogers Ltd.,
Brewers, of Bristol. Both these companiesare subsidiariesof
H. & G, SimondsLtd., Brewers, of Reading,Bristol andDevonport.

CQNCENTRATED Hulvlovn.

One of the characteristicsof the Star, which celebratedits
Jubilee recently, is its humorous touch in headlinesand posters.
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Four yearsago therewas a very funny headingto one of its news
items. This ran :

The heazimlzstcr of Hamm/ has been M1 £100 /of the
improvement of cricket in the school. Lust time Harlow bsal
Eton at cricket was in 1908,

The headlinewas : " Is It Enough?”

Its poster bills, too. have often amusedthe town. The most
famous was that producedin the summerof 1903. when operations
in Somalilandagainstthe Mad Mullah were concentratedon a place
called Damot. It ran 2

DAMOT

OFFICIAL
The point of the jokelay in the fact thatLondonat themoment

was swelteringin a. hastwave.

A FTNE FAzvlil.\' RECORD,

To celebratethe Licence having beenheld continuously in the
same family for rro years, Mr. and Mrs. C. Lewendon, of the
FanTxer's Man, Benson, entertaineda number of relatives and
friends to a supper on Thursday evening, _lanuary zoth. The
present proprietor, Mr. c. 1.ewend<in,_rsthe fifth memberof the
family to hold the licence, which was first held by Mrs. Rlxon ; her
successorshave been Mr. and Mrs. W. Lewendon,Mr. and Mrs. C.

Lewendon, the widow of Mr. Charles Lewendonand the present
Mr. C. Lewendonwho took ovcr eight yearsago. Mr. H. Walters.
Deputy Mayor of Wallingford, presidedat the supper and was
supportedby Messrs. jack Lucas, A. Saundersvand_I;‘Wheeler, of
London. The Chairmanproposed" The King. and Health and
Prosperityto Mr. and Mrs. C. Lewendon" was proposedby ML J~

Wheeler. who hoped the event would be an annual one so long as

the House remained in the family. Mr. Lewendon suitably
responded. Mr. J. Kimber, of Oxford, accompaniedthe songs,etc.
with his piano accordion.

REFUSED ANIMAL 'l`uRNs.

Mr. Milton Bode, producerof morethana hundredpantomimes,
died at his home at Mapledurharn, near Reading, recently, three
days after his seventy-eighth birthday. Mr. Bode, who was a
great lover of animalsand birds,was one of the theatricalmanagers
who refusedto accept performing animal turns.

WELL DESERVED HONoUR.

Mr. T. A. Burrows, Chief Constableof Reading, had a place
in the New Year's Honours List, receiving the Kings Medal for
Distinguished Service. A highly efficient public servant, Mr.
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Burrows has won the respcctand confidenceof the communityand
this well rleserverl recogni ion of his work and worth has given
generalsatisfaction,pztrticularlv among the membersoi his splendid
Force.
I’oir1`-'ro-l’oiN'r Frx'rUREs, 1938,

Royal linginccrs-lliarcli Iztli, at Ashrirlge lfarm, \Vokingham'
South licrks-March aarri, at Hermitage,
Staff Collage-Marcli zfith, at Ashridgc Farm, \l.`ukingliaru.
Garth-Mzircli 29th, at Remount Depot, Arborlielcl.
Berks and Bucks Staglmunds-April16th, at Kemmint Depot,

Arboriield.
Vine-.\pril isui, at Hauuirigiori.

FiNE BAND Comtnirr,
ur. H. semi; is ui he heartily euiigraiiiiaferi mi thc exeeiieui

concert rendered by his band on Friday, February 4th, in thc
Social ciuu. As can be seeii bv tire friiiewirig prugrarume,some
very gruiei music wasreririereri. The erirupariy present tiiuruugiiii
enjoyed the eorieerr. it was very pleiisinglu see Mr. R. st, J,
Quarry and Mr. lf. H, V. Keighlev present. Bravo, Mr. Ashbyl
May your iiauri go fiom sueeesetri success,and give us further
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MR. F. H. V. KEIGHLEY.
It is with much pleasurethat we announcethe return

from Malta of Mr, Keighley to join this Companyand take
up his duties in connectionwith the Branch and Military
Departments.

Mr. Keighley spentsomemonthsat the Brewery during
the summer oi 1935, in the Brewing Room and other
Departments,prior to going to our associatedFirm in Malts,
Messrs.Simonds-FarsonsLimited, of which heshortlybecame
2 Director.

During his earlier visit to the Brewery Mr. Keighley
mademany friends, all of whom. we are sure,will he very
ready to welcome him to his new position.

" OLD FUDDLER."
I shall neverbe a Seliridge
Or a Rothschildor a Couttsconcertsin the near Iuture.

i oviziuuue  ~ ueruirig, Noun ariri Night " ._ 'riii. tmutziiasiua
2 Coniitsiw siurzisi.    Lrri by MR ciaxarrsox
3. soues  
4. vieiiu seius
5 Mimi ,_

o \Vai.rz  
Piano sei os
Sonus  7

ix

9. Comiirmirv sis..
ro Minzci-i  

“ Harman

iyrmzvru.,

 " Poem "

iii.   

  Miz. G v. Wear-r
ilu \\' H Hooper 'rue Oucnrsrm

 Tim Oncr-issmi-\ .. Miz N. Evans  Mn G. (ANNlNGs Lea by nr. oitrrirusou “ Liiierators "   ‘|’i-in Onci-insru/i
Gm Save The King

A VERY _]oL1.v livizninc.
On Friday, Januaryasm, in the Large Towri Hall, Reading.

I shallneverhavea valet '

Brush my coatand black my boots,
But I’ll alwayssmell the night-greek
And the odour oi the musk
Near a little cottagewindow
When the lampsare lit at dusk,

I may neverbe an Author
And I`ll nevercourt success.
But there’sone old dog who loves me
-Thinks the world of my caress.
There’s anagedwoman,also,
And somekiddies-justa iew
If I said “ Goodbye" tomorrow
Well, I think they’d miss me too.

the writer was one of nvcr 4oo who attended the Grand Dance
held under the auspicesof SimondsSportsClub. I cannotrccollcct
speririirig a jolliei' eveiiiug, the aiiuasuiiere oi Srieiahiiity was
evident everywhere, together with good tone. The dancing was
perfect, so also was the rnusic renderedby the Band of H_M. Lile
Guards, Altlmugli consideredby manyas a very brim uudertakirig.
I was confident that the event would be a success,having in mind
the capabilitiesof the promoter (lilr. \’lfalter liradi<>rd)_ He has
su marry times puiveri riiai wiiaiever he undertakeslie handles
with originztlity oi ideas and meticulousattention to details. 1

look i<>rwztrd to other such entertainmentswith much pleasure.

I shall neverbe a Prophet
Nor a Martyr nor a Saint.
The Shining Streetshavebarricades
The HeavenlyHopes are faint ;

But I'll hire a plot of greensward
(And I’ll keep it smoothas ice)
'Neath the outer walls of Zion,
By the gatesoi Paradise,

S. E. Comms.
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A NATURE NOTE.
(BY c.H.P.).

]Av’s I’AssIoN FOR PoAcI~IED EGGS.

GAME cock EIGHTS PHEASANT.

Oneof the most delightful chaptersin the greatbook of Nature
is thatdealingwith Spring. Numbersof birds havealreadypaired,
includingpartridges,snipeand misselthrushes. The malepartridge
makes an ideal husband,rendering the wife great assistancein
bringing up the family. He will take over the chicks as soon as
they are hatched, dry them under his wings and continue his
solicitude for their welfare until they can fend for themselves.
The snipemay now be seengiving wonderful aerial displays, rising
high into the air and creatingthat strangedrumming soundasthey
descendwith outspreadtail. Only the other day up the Thames-
side a gentlemanasked me if I could " hear that goat bleating."
And when I proved to him that the “ goat" was a snipe he was
amazed. You can seeandhearthe snipecreatingthis strangenoise
almostany hour of the day over the meadowsbetweenCaversham
Bridge and Keel’s boat-house.

The missel-thrushesare among the first of our birds to build
their nestsandwell the wicked old jays know it. They will watch
the thrushesbuild and as soon as the eggsare laid makea meal of
them. Jays love poachedeggs.

Almost everywherenow you can hear the tenderlove lyrics of
the blue-tits, see the tree pipit rise from his lofty perch into the air
and descendin parachutefashion, or watch a pair of long»tailed
tits choosing a nesting site in the privet hedge, Until now whole
families havebeen travelling about togetherbut Cupid, who has so
much to answer for, has broken up thesefamily circles and you
only see two long-tailed tits together, man and wife, now,

A NUT FACTORY.

A few white violets and primrosesare alreadyin bud, the hazel
catkins hang in their hundredsand with every gust of wind the
pollen falls on to the little femalepurple blooms and thus are the
nuts manufactured.

TI-IE LITTLE BOY SCORED.

I expect you have heard the story of the fashionably-dressed
womanwho, finding a boy despoilinga. bird'snest exclaimed," You
naughty, cruel boy How can you be so heartlessas to take those
eggs?" The boy made no reply, and merely went on with his
task.
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Come;  ;;hat the poor mother bird will feel when she

The lad interrupted.
" That’s all right," he said. " The mother bird is dead."

HOW do you know? " queried the woman.
" 'Cos I can see 'er on yer ‘at," said the boy.

SAIJ DEATH or " BOBBY."

The men who deal with the grains at The Brewery had for a
long time a. very cheerylittle companionin the form of a robin.
Mr. T. Osbornetells me that the bird was so tamethat they could
do almostanything with him _and they had to be very careful not
to shoyel up Bobby " with the grains. But just recently
somethingwent wrong with the robin and Mr. Osbornefound him
lymglon the ground In a stateof collapse, In spiteof the tenderest
CSIS B0blgy passedpeacefully away and the men whosehearts
the little bird had come so often to gladden were sad when thev
learnedof his passing. '

FIGHT To THE DEATH.

I` he other day a line cock pheasanttrespassedon to what an
Indian game cock looked upon as his preserves, A fierce fight
ensued,and it wasa fight to a finish, Thepheasantwas no match
for the game cock who was not satisfied till he had " spurred"
‘ills fiipponent right through the headand left him on the ground~
ea .

Indian game cocks appearto be ever readyfor a iight. But
the one who mistookhis own reflection on a highly polishedcar for
that of anotherbird andmadean angry dash at it receiveda K.O.
and doubtless" on reflection " is a wiser bird by now.

EIGHTYTHREE, FIFTEEN CHILDREN, MARRIES
AGAIN.

lzighty-three-years-oldMr. nurses Lee, father of r5 children,
wasmarriedrecently to Miss Ilmma Tomlinson,aged37, of Kilburn.
One of the hritingrnnms rr, snns, 58-vefrrsfniri Mr. inssn Lee, wr;
best man. V

Mr. Lee recalls seeing the present Mayor, Aiaerinnn I-I. A.
Dowsett, "knocking about sniiriiend in his 'prim "; has bread-
nnd-crreereand heer fnr his main meal.
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BREWERY IOTTINGS.
(BY W, DUNsTER_)

The month of januarygoes along very steadilyalter we have
brokenall thoseNew Year'sresolutionsthat we so hopedwe would
be able to keepfor a long while. However,we do appreciatethat
this is a quiet month-somehowone has to get back to normal-
after the Christmasrush and festivities, so perhapsit`s as well.
This is the time of the year that the amateurgardenerbegins to
think of joys (and work) to come and manfully starts boasting
about how the different things he has in his gardenare coming
along, especiallyafter such a mild spell as we are enjoying at the
moment of writing. It will work out right in the end I have no
doubt.

Actually january was a very busy month for the General
Office staff for they were on overtime for a week or so, but when
the word went round " we are only twopenee ont " this missrng
link was soon found and all was well again.

So far this winter we have been free from epidemics and
casualtiesamongstthe staff have been very slight, in iaot we can
report a clean bill of health, a mrroh better state of affairs than
last year when ~ flu " was very prevalent.

Mr. A. Goodall, Managerat FarnboroughBranch for so many
years, who died in the early days of January, was known to the
writer, particularly as he used to call at The Cheddar Cheese,
Broad Street, Reading,where \V.D. lived for a number of years.
Mr. Goodall on his periodical visits to The Brewerygenerallycalled
in for lunch and I have had quite a number of chatswith him,
His son, Mr. R. V, Goodall, was, of course,at The Brewery for a
number of years and was very well known and liked, and the
writer counts him as a very personalfriend, Mr. A. Goodall was
quite a power in the Farnboroughoistriet in the old daysand he
made a lot of friends Whilst there. The Goodalls can claim
a close relationshipwith The Brewery for Mr. Dick Goodall, father
of Mr. A. Goodall, worked for the Firm for very many yearsand
was known everywhere, for he was the harman and quite il

character.

We are glad to welcome hack Mr. H. Goatley who has been
laid asidewith severeillness for quite a long while. Provided hc-

takesmatterssteadily and the weatherbehavesitself he will soon
be back to his usualhright self and enjoy his normal statcof health.
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QONGRATULATIONS.

The engagementis announcedbetween Arthur Frzincis, elder
sonof the late Mr, andMrs. A. J. Blowersof Reading,and Margarety
elder daughterof Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Mclntyre.

Mr. VV. F. Mclntyre is the well-known Managerof Devonport
Branch and spent many of his years of service with the Firm ar
The Brewery, Reading.

MORE CONGRATULATIONS.

Mr. E. H. Kelly hasbeenappointedto an importantpositionwith
The CirencesterBrewery, a subsidiary of H. & G. SimondsLtd.
He has put in many years of service with the Firm and 1 feel
snre I am voicing the sentimentsof many in wishing him every
successin this new venture.

Apart from duties on the Firm he has a well-deserved
reputationas a comedianand amateuractor. He was one of the
original membersof the Seven Bridges Concert Party and was also
of The Queries,The Arcadiansand the Three Ideas. As a member
of the Berkshire Operatic Club, rqzr, he appearedin about I2
productions of that club.

Heres all the best, " Rollie.”

<‘0NDo1_ENcEs.

Much sympathy has been expressedto Mr. john Rowland.
Head Brewer of H, 31 G. SimondsLtd. at The Tamar Brewery,
Devonport, on the death of his father, Mr. E. W. L. Rowland,
l3,A,, M.r<.c.s., 1..R.c_r°., who cameto Readingin rgou, Dr. Rowland
was ever so well known in Readingand served in many important
positionsin the town.

How many of us will be “ biking " when we are Bo or over?
Yet our friend Mr. Harry james prefers this form of locomotion
when he calls at The Brewery every Friday. His oft-quoted
expressionis “ A man is only as old as he feels," and in his case l

believe he feels like a young man.

Another'old veteranwho neverseemsto grow older is Mr. F.
josey_who visits us at The Brewery at frequent intervals. Yes!
thge ls undoubtedlysomethingin the well-known phrase " Beer
is est."
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The Brewery football team seem to have stmck their real
form now and they are in a proper winning vein, I understand
when they playedat Slough a few Saturdaysago they had a gate
of several hundredsto see them play and win their game. The
secondteamare doing quite well too and deserveeverycongratula-
tion.

The following particularsof the Simonds' Athletic Football
Club are gleanedfrom the Berkshire Chronicle, who also publisheda
photograph of Mr. F. Pusey, the popular Secretary, Although
only formed six years ago the club has won the seconddivision
of the Readingand District league, following this up by winning
the ReadingSeniorTown Cup two seasonslater. After that they
won Division I of the aforementionedleague and since their
promotionto the premier division have more than held their own,
Consideringtheirtrainingdifficulties-ftheir gameonce a week being
the only time they turn out-theseare no mean achievements.
Many of the membersof the original team are still playing for the
club, notableamongstthesebeing _Iack Smith, the former Reading
PIC. player. In W, Venner, the skipper, they have, too, a very
useful man who hasplayed for ReadingReservesand Oxford City
on a numberof occasions. Otherplayersinclude W. Mortimer and
G. Sayers, the latter being an ex-member of the well~known
Crittall's Athletic.

Now for Reading. Hopes are high and promotion is talked
about (andhopedfor) but thereare severalstiff hurdlesto surmount
and someleeway to makeup. However, it must be bornein mind
Reading have an “ easy" programme at home and finishing up
with threehomematchesin a row-if still in the hunt, enthusiasm
will be red-hot. Well, we shall see.

The " Branch " teams are meeting with varied fortunes.
Brighton are doingwell and holding a good position in the league.
Portsmouth are playing better and surely must have hopes of

esoapingrelegation. Plymouth are in a bad way I am afraid;
however there is time to get out of the rut. Will they do it?
Of theBristol teamsthe City are doingwell, with hopesof going up,

but the Roversare not shining at all. Will the newly appointed
Managerdo the trick for them?

The following changesof Tenantshavetakenplace during the
month of januaryand to all we wish every success:-

Off-Licence, 29 Salisbury Road, Reading (H. & G. Simonds
Ltd.)-Mr. H. G. Pennell.

The Harrow, Langley (H. 8: G. Sirnonds Ltd.)-Mr. G. B.

Hemmings.
The New Inn, Curridge (H. & G. SimondsLtd.)-Mr. A. Gale.

The Grenadier,BasingstokeRoad, Reading(H. 8: G. Simonds
Ltd.)-Mr. G. A. Emery.
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We much regret to record the following deathsand to all
relatives we expressour deepestsympathy:-

g Mrs. Abrams, wife of the tenant of the Red cnw, weetmm
Green, Bucks, who died on the 28th December, 1937.

Mr.   Pettet, tenant of the Fox Inn, Temple End, an ie
yearsunti t e Housewas closedas Lic n. d '_ h
died on Christmas Eve. E ge Premmsm1932" °

Mr. JamesWyeth, The Barley Mow, London Street, Reading,
who had been tenant at this House since 25th july, 1906, who
died on the 24th january, 1938,

Mrs. S. Wood, wife of the tenantof the Royal Oak, Hampton,
who died on the 3rd january, 1938, after a short illness. Mrs.
Wood, who was aged52, cameto Hampton with her husbandfrom
Wokingham four yearsago and previously lived in North London.
There _are one son and two daughters. The funeral took place at
All Saints' Church precedingthe intermentat Hampton cemetery
Many beautiful floral tributes were received as Mrs, Wood was
well known to a good many of enr tenants.

This is a very sad loss.

FOOTBALL.
" A " TEAM's MARKED IMPROVEMENT.

Despite two defeatssince early in December,the " A " team
havegiven a good accountof themselvesin their last six matches.
Slough Reservesprovided the opposition on December4th and,
aftera hard gameplayedundervery trying conditions,The Brewery
were successfulby 3 goals to 1, _]. Venner, Kerry and Hedgington
scoring.

A fortnight later Calcot Park repeatedtheir previous success
in the Town Cup by defeatingThe Brewery by 3 goals to 1 and
thus writing “ finis " to our hopesof capturingthe Berksand Bucks
junior Cup. Kerry scored the " orphan."

New Year's Day took them to Thatcliam in search of league
points. After anevenfirst half, Thatchamscoredtwo quick goals.
A good goal by jack Smith reduced the arrearsbut in spite of a
determinedattack for the remainder of the game, the Thatcliam
defence came out on top.
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The following week Binfield (at the top of the league table)
brought a strong team to the Stadium but found The_Breweryin
good form. A ding-dong struggle ensuedwith a fitting result-
draw one each, Hedgingtnn scoring for The Brewery.

The forwards had a " field day” the following Saturday
againstEast Reading, D. Jacobs,Hedgington,Pitts, _lack Smith.
and Tuttle (2) found the net for The Brewery. East Reading
scoredone in reply.

The return matchwith Slough Reservesat the Dolphin Stadium
gave The Brewery their best victory of the season. Two good
goalsfrom Pittsand Hedgingtongavethe " Brewers" a well~earned
lead. A penaltygoal for Slough reducedthe advantagebut good
defensivework and a fine display of goalkeepingby Taylor played
a great part in this victory.

Record of matchesto date .-
Gsm

P. w. 0. L L. A.
" A" Tearn  i4 o 1 6 31 26
‘< l-xl' Teani  i4 5 3 e 4° 55

1<_l_o_

GIVING A RECIPE FOR A LONG LIFE.

On the wirelessthe other day an old gentlemangavethis as a
recipe for a long life. I-Ie said “ I get up 7 0 clock in the summer
and B o’clock in the winter. I am 91 yearsof age. I have a nice
piece of land and plenty of vegetables, I alwayshave a glassof

beer for supper." Asked if he would like to see his time over
again, he said " Yes, but I slinuld ent out someof the hard work
and do a bit of scheming."

STIQRDY MR. SNAII.,

Nearly all snails are noted for their muscular energy. Our
own common garden snail can give displays of great strength.
Once an ingenious naturalist harnesseda pair of large snails to a
my waggon with thread, I-Ie loaded up the waggon to nearly a
pound in weight-lflhese horned steeds trundlcd it forward witli
leisurelyease _
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INDIA AS l SAW IT.
ON THE PLAINS-‘AFTER BLACK l:IL'(K_

By “ lvloonralrerf'
(Secondivlrmlmenm

It is impossibletu rest or sleep,and slowly the hourspassuntil
]ust before midnight we see waving lights aheadand reachingthe
outskirts of a village snon find ourselvesin tlie market place, the
centre of scores of bullock carts loaded with all descriptions of
goods and chattels, Our arrival is unnoticed, which we feel is
strange,wh_ile the noiseand shouting is deafening,everyoneseems
to be trying to make himself heard. We thereforealight to find
ourselvessurroundedby a mob of highly excitableinhabitantswho
tell us that the plague hasbroken out there, and the whole of the
populace are clearing out. The din is terrific but through it all
they are good enough to tell us that the stricken area includes
several villages ahead of us, and advise us to turn towards the
river on our left, and cross it at the ford below the village. We
hastily study the position on our map, and soon we bid them
“ goodspeed" and leave the turmoil behind, knowing how rarely
do they escapefrom this terrible scourge by flight, but usually
transportmost of the ratsin their householdgoods,strawor clothing,
and so infect the areasas they go along. " Poor fulk ! " we say as
the darknessagainelnsesover us, and only the exhortationsof our
drivers break tlie great silence.

Before lung we find ourselvesmoving down tlie steepslopeof
tlie river bankandstrike tlie streamwhich appearsto be exceedingly
high and swift. Still we have to get over, so to ease matters I

changeover to the rear cart and soon the bullocks are swimming
stronglyas we hold the lampsaloft and shoutcontinually to scare
away any nearby crocodiles who may be interested in us. The
lnky stream and the black shadowsof night make a weird setting
to this by no meanscheerful episode,and we are relievedwhenwe
see tlie leadingbeastsstumbleas they once again touch terra firma
after a nightmare crossing.

Most of our straw went as soon as the cartswere afloat, while
the provisionsbox \vas only savedfrom a waterygrave just in time.
Everything is suddeninside tlie waggnns,sn we just sit on the boa
and wonder what the next thrill will be. \Vc are thankful when
an hour before dawn we strike the well on our map, where we off-
span the cattle and give them a well-earned meal and rest, while
we also refreshourselveswith mugsof tea and a few biscuits saved
lroni tlie wreck. The lialf inonldy palate of the well water
penetrateseven to the teapot,but being well boiled will not harm
us if taken in small doses, It is bitterly cold as the chilly mistsof
morning swirl around, but our minds are full of what the ensuing


