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MR. B, _|. B. STEPHENS.

In this issue we havepleasurein presentingto our readersthe
portrait of Mr. ls. J. B. Stephens,a director oi rhe Cirendestel'
Brewery Ltd., in the knowledge that it will receive a hearty
welcomefrom the Directorsof this Companyand serveto introduce
one oi their new associatesto the Firm`s oiilcials ln all districts,
who are eagerto become acquaintedwith our new friends, now
working il\ a common causeand sharing our own ideals. " "

Educatedat Winchester College, Whcrc his studies extended
over six yearsand leavingin july, 18go, Mr. Stephensat the age of

nineteenjoined a large rirrn or East Indian Merchantsin Liverpool
as anapprentice. Alter two years he was transferredto the Head
Office in Glasgow, subsequentlybeing sent to their BombayHouse.

In rsgy Mr. Stephensrained the Bnmbaylsnrrnri Trading
Corporation,Ltd., the well-known teak Iirm, with whom he worked
for twenty years in the Dutch Indies, Burma and India, returning
home during the Great War, aiter having been one of the senior
managersfor several years,

From that time Mr. Stephenshas been a Director of the
CirencesterBreweryLtd., andin connectiontherewith it is interest-
ing to learn that he married a sister of Major F. W, B. Cripps,

n.s.o., D.l.., ].i>,, who was then ManagingDirector. From " Whcfs

Who," we find that Mr. Stephenshas beenChairmanof the Burma
Chamberof Commerce,Vice-Chairman oi the RangoonPort Trust
anda memberof the Council ot the Lieutenant-Governoroi Burma,

1913-r914,and receiveda C.I.}£. for his services.

In the world ot sport Mr. Stephenshas experiencedgreat
variety, having been Captain of Football whilst at Winchester
College, where he also played lor the Cricket XI for severalyears,
During the summerholidaysof his last year at school he played
cricket for the County of Harnpshlre. He has also indulged in

cricket and football, both rugby and association,as wel] as hockey
in many parts of the world, such as Liverpool, Glasgow, Bombay,
Poona,Rangoon,etc. Having rldden and shot most oi his liio, we

hope that the countrysidesurrounding the sphere of his present
businessactivities provides Mr. Stephenswith opportunities for

following those rnvnnred pastimesduring leisure hours.
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Tak: a little wine for thy stomach’xsakeandthine oft
infirmitiex.-The Bible. F0171

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By C. H P.)

Quin; Sarlslflrali 1

Aiter the war there were a number ol armedraids on banks.
As a deterrent,one oi the big banking institutions had installed
at all their brancheslarge electric alarm bells outsidethe premises,
with control pushesat variouspoints so that in an emergencyany
member ol tht' stafi could rouse the neighbourhood. Bank
inspectorswere instructed to test the alarms on their visits, An
inspector, whe was particularly keen on this subject, was at a
branch in a small town in Wiltshire and, just before breaking off
ior lunch, said to the manager," Now, I’m going to test your alarm
bell." The managersaid, “ Really, sir, I would ask you not to do
that. I can assureyou it is in perfect working order. The fact
of the matter is that everyonein the town knows what the bell is
ior and when it is rung it causesa great commotion and a crowd
gathers in the street." The inspector, however, was not to be
deterred frnni what he considered his duty, rang the heu and
expressedhimself as quite satisiied with it. A few minntcslater
he was greatly surprised to see someonecoming in through the
swing doorsbackwards. When the man turnedround he was seen
to be wearinge greenapronand carryingit tray on which werefive
glassesof " SB."
Tm; (osr or WAR.

\’Vhile the warsin Spainand China ragt: on, ProfessorNicholas
Murray Butler calculateshow much the GreatWar cost the world.
He arrives at a figure of £8o,ooo,ooo,ooo, This sum, he says,
would haveprovided five acres,a £500 houseand £200 for furniture
for every family in Great Britain, the U.S.A, Canada, France,
Belgium, Russia, Germany and Australia. Also a {1,ooo,ooo
library and a £2,ooo,ooouniversity for every city of over 2o,ooo
inhabitants in those countries.

Anything else? Yes. With the money left over, the whole
territory of Franceand Belgium could have been purchased.

Yet the world still hankersafter wal"
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Ir's Bri-rEi<, Bur HE CANT SELL BEER,

Although he claimedto havehad a university edilcarionand a

fine athletic career,a retired schoulmastcrwas refusedan off-licence
to sell beerand wines at wootlbridge, near lpswich, rorently. He
wasThomasHarper,agedfifty-two, and in supportof his application
it was statedthat lle

Vl/as educatedat Durham Uniiorsity.
Had played in the university football team.

Had stroked his College boat.

Had been a middlerweight boxing eliampion.

RepresentedNorthumberlandat cricket and tennis,

Had playerl in the Bradford City First Division football
team,

\‘l/on three war medalsand was mentionedin despatches.

Had manageda post office.

Had kept a store.
Had run a circulating library and a iried fish business.

Harper claimed to have been picked as the personalescort of
the Duke of Windsor during the war.

\\`El.L PACKED I

A little girl was walking with her mother through a London
square, and asked why the roadway was eovered with straw.
" The lady in this househas just had a little daughtersent to her,
dear,” said the mother.

The child lookedat the straw again,and exclaimed " Awfully
well packed, mummie, wasn't it? "

A Llvli Wim..

" That new man Charlie we've got on the pumps is certainly a
live wire," said the managerof the petrol station.

" Really? "

“ Yes, a motorist drove up just now and shouted, 'Dionne
Quintupletsz ' "

~ That was a pniiler, wasn't in "

~ Not to Charlie. He simply said, Yes, sir,” and new him
five gals l "
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SllovE HMPENNV,

Shove ha'pennyis an old English bar-parlourpastimeand it is
mentionedby Shakespearein " The Merry Wivcs of Windsor."
Slender swore that he was robbed of "two shovel boards." lt
was playedby King Henry VIII, who once lost XXXVS. Vld. “ to
my lorde of Wiltshire." It is not organised,like darts. No one
knows how many clubs play it and it is doubtful if the shove
Ha'penny Control Association know the total membership. Its
chief popularity is centredin the South Midlands and in Southern
England, and it is rarely played north ot Northamptonshire.
Contests with big audiences have been played at Chelmsford,
Hastings,Christchurch and Lingiield. Two thousandpeopleonce
watcheda final at Reading. The jargon oi the game suggeststhe
jolly atmosphereof the bar-parlour. If you make a particularly
skilful shot the proper thing to say is " Pretty tickle, Sir." If you
scorein every bed you havewon " a light in every window." The
eighth bed is known traditionally as " The Scotsman"»noone can
tell why. If you getall your five coinshomethat is a “ gold watch."
In some districts the jargon becomesmilitary and a gold watch
is known as a " Sergeant Major." A shove ha`pennymatell was
included in a recent B.B.C. television programme. This was
betweenPatrick O’Neill, a 51-year-oldCovent Gardenporter, who
has played the game for 30 years, and Tom Blackaby, an old
soldier, who was only 15 when he played his first game-in the
Seven Dials, in the early 'nineties

SIMPLE DEuuc'rroN,

As a coal miner and his wife were Walking home from church
one Sunday evening, the wife said-" How is it, John, that our
Minister always calls the dove a he-bird when he getson aboot the
Flood and the Ark and those things? I never saw in the Bible
where it was said that the dove was a he-bird." “ Aha, me lass,"
replied john, " oor Minister is a very learned man and a very
sensibleman as well; and he knows that if the dove had been a
she-birdshe could|l't have kept her mouth closed long enough to
fetch a twig back to the Ark."

U SIMONDS BEER IS BEST.  
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ANGLO-AMERTCAN Svnlwritv.

In this dangeroussituation it is gratifying to observe that
Anglo-American relations are growing noticeably more cordial.
The presenceof U.S.A. warshipsat Sydney last month may have
been merely a courteous gesture;but the visit of an American
squadronto Singaporefor this month'sopening of thc giant dock
is obviously something more. Neither have the Americans sent
the chief of their naval plans departmentto Lenden just for the
sake of his health. America undoubtedlyhas still a long way to
travel before she will jettison her objectionto "foreign entangle-
ments" ; but she hasbegun to move in the direction, and the folly
of the japaneseis almost daily acceleratingthe pace.

 _ NOT AT ANY Pillars."

The sameblindnessto the latent power of free democracyis
also responsible for Ameriea's determination to build bigger
battleships--andmore ol them. Alone of the naval powers Japan
preservedsecrecy concerning her building programme; alone she
has exceededthe tonnageagreed between the others. She has
thrown down a challenge which Britain and America cannot
ignore~andif, in the end, she finds herself opposedto them it will
be her own fault. Democracywants pe&e and will suffer much
to preserveit. But there is a limit. Driven beyondthat limit we
believe that democracywill face the situation-united,

THE Inronmhrlon BLYREAIJ, '

~ Vlfhat kind of peopleare thosewha havejust moved in next
door to you? askedMrs, Gadder.

" oh, I never talk abent my neighbours," replied Mrs.
Knowalot. “ All I know about them is that their stuff came in
one van, that only one of their hedsteadshasany brasson it, rnost
of the furniture looks old, there'ssix in the family, the children are
all boys, they have two dogs, the man is about twenty yearsolder
than the woman, they had a stltlabhle with the driver of the van
when they settled with him, and their name is Smith."

BEER Is Bbsr ron SEA-srcltnsss.

Dr. Otto johannes, ship's physician, of the steamslnp
Geralstein, which has docked at New York, announces,according
to the Daikv Express,that he hasdiscovereda new preventivefOr

sea-sicknessand that it has worked loo per cent.

The cure is a glass of beer before breakfast.
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How -ro Kll_l_ an Assoclnrlon.

There are varians methods of stranghng an association-an
occupationapparentlyenjoyedby somedisgruntledmembers. The
subject was vigorously revived recently at the annual dinner and
concert of PrestonChamberof Trade. Guestswent home armed
nith the following ~ Thirty Ways te Kill an Association" ¢-~

1, Don't come to the meetings.
2. Bnt if you do eeme, eemelate.
3, If the Weatherdoesn'tsuit you, don'! think of coming.
4, If you do not attenda meeting,find fault with the work of

the officers and other members.
5. Never acceptan office, as it is easier to criticise than to do

things.
ti. Nevertheless,get sere it you are net appointed on a

enrnmirtee, but if you are, do nat attend committee
meetings,

7. Ii askedby the chairman to give your opinion regarding
someimportantmatter, tell him you havenothing to say
alter the meeting tell everyone haw things ought to be
done.

8. Do nothing more than is absolutelynecessary;but when
other members willingly roll up their sleeves and un-
selfishly nse their ability to help mattersalong, howl that
the associationis run by a clique.

9. Hold back your subscriptionsas long as possible,or <lon't
payat all.

lo. When a banquetis given, tell everybodymoney is being
wastedon " blow-outs " which makea noiseand accomplish
nothing.

rr. Vlfhen no banquetsare given, say the associationis dead
and needs a can tied to it.

12, Don't ask for a banquetticket until all are sold.
r3. Then swearyou've been cheatedout ol yours.
14. lf you do get a ticket, don’t pay for it.
15, If askedto sit at the speaker'stable, modestly refuse.
lo. If you are not asked,resign from the association.
ry. If you don't receive a bill ter your subscription,don't pay,
rs If you receive a bill after yen have paid, resign trem the

association.
lo. Don't tell the associationhow it can help you; but ii it

doesn’t help you, resign.
sn. lf ‘you receive service witlrnnt joining, don't think df

lolnlng.
er. If the associationdhesn‘tcorrectabusesin your neighbour's

business,llowl that nothing is done.
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ee it it calls etteririeri to abuses in your tiwri, resign ireru
the association.

23. Keep your eye open for somethingwrong, and when you
iirid ir, resign.

24. At every opportunity threatento resign and then get your
friends to resign.

25. When you attenda meeting, vote to do something,and
then go home and do the opposite.

eo, Agree to everythingsaid at thc meetingend disagreewith
it outside.

27. when asked ter iruerruiitiriii, aunt give it.
28. Cussthe associationfor the incomplctenessof its informa-

tion.
eg. Getall the associationgives yriu, but iiurit give if ririytiiirig,

but*
30. wiieu eierytiiirie else ieiis , rcssTHE sEcRE'iutn\'.

ANNUAL BANQVET AND BALL.

The Reading and District Licensed Trades Proteltion and
BenevolentAssociations15th annualbanquetand ball took place
on February15th, at the Oxford Hall, Oxford Road, Reading,when
a record number of 274 spent an enjoyable evening, under the
presidencyof Mr. Albert E, Drury, e Direeterof Messrs,Booth's
Distilleries, Ltd., who was supportedby the Deputy Mayor (Mrs.

Aldemian A. Jenkins,j.P.) and an influential company. Messrs.

Booth, in addition to a donation of £25 to the funds ot the associa»

tion, presentedeach lady presentwith u box of handkerchiefsas e

souveniroi the occasion. The arrangementswere in the handsof

a committee comprising the following '-Messrs. J. Healey
(eiiaiririern, F. c. Riden (treasurer), H. wise (secretary), H. s.

Smith, VV.  Hutchins, G. S. Cherry and T. Kersley.

ENJOYABLE DANCE AND CABARET.

On Tuesday,FebruarySth, a verv delightful function was held
at the Grosvenor House, (laversham. Mr. F, W. Freemanof the
Accountant'sDepartment was responsiblefor the happy idea of

making use of the ballroom in which to entertainhis wide circle of

friends by holding a dance and cabaret. There were over 1oo

presentand theeveningwas votedto be a mostenjoyableone, n-iuch

ot the successbeing due to the most efficient arrangementsmade

by Mr. andMrs. Norrish. Mr. and Mrs. Freemanexcelledin giving

everybody a good time and they establishedfor themselvesa

reputationfor the charming manner in which they acted35 host

and hostess. The Grosvenor House ballroom _is ideal for the

purposeof holding private functions of all descnptions.for which

there is now an increasingdemand.
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Nuns ov Monizmv Comxueucu.

Some of the old poets had an amazing insight into human
nature and a very real appreciation of tho needs of modern
commerce. The following lines by (Sootheare well worth reading
and re-reading

Lose this day loitering-'twil be the samestory
Tomorrow,and the next daymore dilamry.
Then indecisionbrings its own delays,
And days are lost lamenting days,

Are you in earnest? Seize this very minute
What you can do, or dreamyou can, begin it
Couragehasgenius, power and magic in it.
Only engage,and then the mind grows heated
Begin it, and the work will be completed.

JAPAN THREATENS Bnlraiu.
The actual attitude oi the japanesetowards the British in

China is had enough,but the most recent pronouncementsof their
military and naval leadershavemademattersinfinitely worse,says
OM empzre. lt is futile for japanesepoliticians to minimise the
gravity of thesethreats,becausethe whole World knows that the
army rules japan, and tolerates thc politician only so long as he
" toes the line."

In Tokyo the politiciansrealise that Japanhasbitten off more
thari she can chew; in Shanghaitheir Commander-in-Chieftacitly
admitsas much, when he threatensBritain with " serioustrouble”

if she continues to recognisethe govemmentof Chiang Kai-shek.
]apan_reckonedon eliminating the Chinese chief long before this,
and his obstinateresistanceis causing their leaders to lose their
heads. Hence these growls at Britain-who has actually sent
fewer rirrriurrierns to china than Italy or Gerrusriyz

ne rwn//nw Jon no/ ma/re a summer

u
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Imon/J fer 1: ian*

li

O
, L 1

 One .rwul/aw Wi” earibf mnvinrz you
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A NATURE NOTE.

Goto \vlNl>s MLAN hltnerv cluiets,

wl-lax THE lvliclzhwrs Aluuva.

(BY cr-l.l>.),

The 14th of this month is the last day of the seasonfor coarse

fishing andWe shall not be able to try our luck again\lntil june 16th.

I have fished hard throughout the winter and always acting on

the Scouts' motto, " Be Prepared,"I have enjoyedevery minute
by the riversidein spite of the biting, cold winds, the sleet and the
torrential rains. They say that it the wind is in the north or east

you may as well remainat home for the fish will not feed, I have

proved that beyond the shadow of a doubt this winter and an

absolutelyempty creelhas been the rule ratller than the exception.
On Sunday,Februaryzoth, for instance, l commencedoperations
at 8 a.m. and finally reeled in about 5 p,ln. I “ laid on " far out
into the water I " swam" it well out and close in ; I used bread

paste, cheese,bread crust cubes, meal worms, gentlesand elder-
berries,but it was all to no purpose. I did. not catcha single fish,

nor did I haveone bite, not evena nibble.  friend, fishing close

to me, caught one little date and (wo other experiencedLondon
anglersalso toiled all day for nought. I should think it has been

one of the worst roaching seasonsfor many years. But I must

weigh carefully everyword l sayfor at Messrs.Bradleyat Sons,Ltd.,
wheretheselines areprinted,is Mr. \’Vard, one ofthe finest fishermen

in theSouthof England. To watch him at work is aneducationand

if he cannot lead membersof the finny tribe to their doom, few

other anglers tan. l have had the pleasure of meeting him

occasionallywhen enjoying the gentle art and find in him not only

a great little angler, but a great sportsman.

ANc.l.lzRs GRAVE AND GAY.

Anglers are infinite in their variety. Some are grave and

others gay. Some like a chat and others are so keen on their
fishing that they do not care to enter into conversation. Of course

it is ratherannoying if, when the fish aw on the feed and you are

landing a few, a crowd collectsaroundyou and allow their curiosity

to over-ride their discretion. Perhapsit was some such over-

curious folk that led an angler to give them a bit of advice.

Anyway, on the back of his fishing box upon which he was

sitting a disciple of the gentle art who earne to Readingrecently

had written, in big bold letters, the following advice :-

B Brief
B ._.. Off.

I noticed that few folk stoppedto conversewith him and]
continued on my wav,
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\vATi.r< vol,E's lvlusset MEAL.

As l strolled up the towpath on the morning of the Sunday

referred to I saw a water vole leavethc water with a musselin his

mouth, I settled down for the day only a few yards away. On

my approachthe vole naturally heat a hasty retreat leaving the

mussel on the bank. About half an hour later as I was sitting
quietly on my eamp stool l saw the little creature trot along the

bank towardsthe musseland bite awaythe shell at one end. Then,
sitting on his haunches,and holding the mussel in his iorefeet, the
water rat ate away at the succulentinterior of the shell, which was

evidently much to his liking.

I thought it was a very charming little tableauviz/ani.

WILD DUCK’s rorl_ET.

You would hardly think that a wild duck which spendsmost

of his time in the water would needa bath. But as I was fishing
I watchedone having a very thorough wash in the shallow water

on the other side of the river. He was indeed a handsomefellow

with his yellow-green bill, rich green head and neck with white
collar. Other partsof his dresswere of chestnutbrown, black and
white. He repeatedlyplunged under the water, then flapped his

wings vigorously. By the aid of his bill and his feet he preened
his feathersand when he had finished his toilet, which was a very

thorough business,he did indeed look spick and span.

me MONTH or Mromurs.

We must look out for the migrants this month. lt was on

March zoth last year that I first heardthe chiff»chaff and, curiously

enough,on looking up my recordsfor rggh, 1 see I first heard the

cheery notes of this little bird on exactly the same day of the
month. About the sametime the willow warblersarrive and don't
forget to listen for their daintily sweetsong filtering down from the

tree-tops,
On April xoth last year the swallows arrived. They may be

seen skimming the Pang at Tidnrarsh as early as anywhere, 1

think. The following day I heard the wryneck'slea lee lee. He

is known as the cuckoo’smate becausehe arrives about the same

time as the bird with whose notes we are all so familiar. The

nightingales also come here in April. The swifts are among the

last of our summervisitors to reachour shoresand it was not until
May 3rd last year that I saw someof the first arrivals.

The why andthe whereforeof migration still remaina mystery
as also does much else concerning wild rlature's ways.

Behold! we know not anything;
I can but trust that good shall fall
At last-far off- at last to all
And everywinter changeto spring.
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(av W. mmsrm.)

just to Show ns that winter is not yet over we have been
experiencinga miter cold spell, and as uns has been universal
throughoutthe South it has not helped trade. However, with the
promise of better things (and nearlref) to comewe shall be having
our busy time in due course. judging by what I heard of a few
membersof our staff who have been in the Plymouth area,on
business,they found the weathervery bitter and were asking for
hot water bottles for their beds. One who sojournedin Torquay
for a shortwhile found it anythingbut warm and this must be very
unusual, I shouldimagine,although I haveneverbeentheremyself.

Glad tu say the staff have Weatheredthe winter welland the
amount of sicknesshas been very little. From enquiries it would
seem to bc the generalrule in Reading. Now that the days are
drawing out there is promise of “ Merry Sunshine" to come.

In referenceto my notes of last month regarding the three
generationsof Goodalls, viz., Mr. " Dick " Goodall, Mr. A. Goodall
and Mr, R. V. Goodall, I am informed that the father uf Mr. Dick
Goodall used to work at The Brewery so that makes it four
generations. I am indebtedto Mr, ff. _lossy for this information.

Foosballhas been very much tu the fore this past month, for
Readinghave been making n bold bid inf promotion and although
the prospectsare not too good, at the moment, in view of the
numberof away gamesReadinghave yet to play, interestmay be
kept up until the cnd of the season. Our Bristol friends are no
doubt thinking sennnsly about pmmnnon and they have n most
excellentchance. As theyareplaying just now theywill wantsome
stopping. Theredoes nm Seemto be any particularly outstanding
teamin the Southern Sectionof the Leaguethis seasonso we may
havea big surprisebefore May Comesalong. Naturally at Reading
we hear n lot about mf prospectsof London teams. Nevertheless
I am not su sure that at Londrm teamwill win the league.

\’Vith regard to our other " Branch teams,it is surprising to
find that both Portsmouth and Plymouth are keeping up' all
the other teamsin their respective leagues. Suu 1 have an idea
that Portsmouthwill continue to do well, but I am not quite _so

sure about Plymouth. We shall see! Brighton are doing quite
well but possibly like Reading their promotion hopesare not so
bright as they might be.
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The following football nute rnnn the Eveningaww (Readings
local daily paper) is of more than passinginterest1-

" Spectatorsat the Sheffield Reservesand \\`l|itchurch
Reservesinnrbnll match at Sherfield (near Basingstoke) had
plenty of excitement. Membersof 3 hunt gallopedmossme
pitch while play was in progress,me ball was 1051 in the wp of
the QueenVictoria Jubilee Chestnuttree, a violent altercation
took plate on the touch-line between rival members of a
womens organisation, drawing the attention of players and
spectators-andthen the commoncaught fire!

“ It is believed Sherfield lost the match I-3."
I am sorry to recordthe deathof Mr. 0. F, Kealcy, father of

Mr. E. A. Kealey, of the Branch Department. Mr. O. F. Kealey
was employedat The Brewery in the Building Departmentfor 14
years, leaving in 1925. The opportunity is taken to expressour
sympathyto Mr. E. A. Kenley in his snd loss.

Mr. 'l-l. Goatley of the EstatesOffice, who has recentlyreturned
to duty after a very severeillness, has had a very trying time lately
owing to his wife havingto be takentotheRoyal BerkshireHospital
to undergoan operation. It is pleasingto record that Mrs. Goatley
is going along very nicely.

I have just heard of the death of Mrs. \’Vadhams, mother of
Mr. ]. H. Wadhams(AssistantSecretary)anduur deepestsympathy
is herebyexpressedto him in his very sad and tragic loss.

The following transfersand changes uf Tenantshave taken
placednnngme month of Februaryandto all wish everysuccess1-

The Prince Albert, Whitton  85 G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr.
W. J. Ennnen.

The Red Cow, \’Vooburn Green (\Vheeler'sVVyC0mbe Breweries
Ltd.)~Mr. W. J. Morgan.

The Chequers, Dorchester (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mrs.
A. E. Tame.

Ott-Licence, 35 Speedwell Street, Oxford (H. 81 G. Simonds
Ltd.)~Mr. E. A. C. Parker.

The Globe, Windsor (H. 81 G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr. W. J.
Fawcett.

The GreyhoundHotel, Wargrave (H. & G. SirnondsLtd.)-
Mr. C, J. Carvill.

The Railway Arms, VVindsur (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr.
E. J. Newman.
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I regret to record the following deathsduring February:~
Mr. C. White, The Bee Hive, Russells\Nater, who had been a

Wheeler Company tenant since September,1917.

Mr. George Berry, The Perseverance,Wraysbury, who had
been a tenant tor 40 years.

Mr. H. R. Foskett,who died at 39 St. Peter’s Road, Reading,
residedin High Wycombetor 30 yearsand tor practicallythe whole
oi that time was managerof the mineral water works connected
with \Vheeler's \\`yi:ombe Breweries Ltd. It was not until the
brewery andmineral water works ceasedto exist that Mr. Foskett
removed to Reading. On theWednesdaymorningprior to his death
he visited the ReadingBritish Legion headquartersand expressed
thehopethatwhenhe died his cofiin would be coveredwith theUnion
jack. He was assuredthat whenthat time arrived his wish should
be gratified, That eveninghe was takenill and never spokeagain.
Mr. Fosketthad a distinguishedmilitary career. For er years he
servedwith the x3th and rSth Hussarsand retired with the rank
of Regimental QuartermasterSergeant. In l-ligh Wycombe he
proved himself a useiul resident and for years was one of the
sidesmenat Christ Church and he was the Founderof the Church
Lads' BrigadeCompany. The funeral was held at High Wyehrnhe
and his coffin was coveredwith the Union jack. R,I.P.

The abovedetails were extractedfrom the Bucks Free Press.

Make a new contactand it is surprisingwhat you eauhearand
learn. VVhat 1 mean is this it ynu meet someonenutside your
usual run at friends it is amazingwhat you ean hear. In fast I

think there is no one more interesting than a human being;
that is where the charm of meetingfresh peopleeumesin andwhere
is one more likely to do this than in an urdinary Pub?

However, this story was not heardin a Pub. To someit may
seem " tall " neverthelessit is tme in every particular. It
concernsa taxi-driver who had to take two people to the station.
In addition he had to take a large picture and it was put on the top
of the taxicab. When arriving at the station you can well imagine
the driver’s surprisewhen he was told by his iare he had no money
to payhim, in iaet only suiiicient cashto pay for his railway tiextets.
Naturally the driver asked" Vifhat about it? " Eventuallv, after
considerabletalk, it was agreedthat the taxi-driver should keep
the picture until his iare (who gave him his address)sent lum on

7/6 (the iare), plus a certain amount for carriageof the picture to

thc owner. On arriving at his home the taxi-driver obtained
assistanceand tank the picture off the top of his rsh and whilst en

this dutv, two ladiespassingaskedhim where he had obtained it
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and, in reply, the driver said “ l'\-e just pinched' it in lieu ot a
fare." One oi the ladiesoffered him, thereand then, £5 for it but
he did not accept. The money for the iare has not yet been
forthcoming (and this is a matter oi eleven yearsago). The taxi-
driver still has the picture which is an oil painting and very large.
I havebeen askedmy opinion of the value but as I am no expert
I am unable to do so.

The taxi-driver then went on to tell me anothertrue story. A

man he knew bought a few pictures which he liked. He actually
paid very little tor them at a sale. When his wife was ill with
“ ilu " a doctor was called in and had a look at the pictureshung
up on the wall and ter one oi them offered 55. This the owner
would not accept and he had it valued. The Valuer advisedhim
to sendit to Christies, which he did, and the picture Was sold for
£z,5oo,

'ri-IE ROEBUCK HUTEL, rILEHUnsr-oN-THAMES,

Congratulationsto Capt. and Mrs, P. F. VVilliams on the birth
of a son on Februaryz8tli, 1938.

CROSSBILLS.
One day in early spring, when wind and snow
Had driven starvelingmigrantsfrom the north,
Down to our Ufton iirs; methoughtI’d ge
Across the woods and so I sallied forth,
Expectingno excitement,nothingrare
--Only to snifi the resin in the air.

But when, as was my custom, I hadstopped
Within an open spacewheresunlight fell,
Arid on the ground lay branchesnewly lopped
Exuding all their turpentiny smell
#As tho’ from heavensent,a gladsurprise

Assailedmy sight and gratified my eyes.

For there, abouta dozen yardsahead,
Werevisitors I’d never seenbefore '

(The femalesolive»green,the males rust-red)
Not one or two or three,but neara score
Hangingas little parrots on the trees
-CROSSBILLS, in colours like crushedstrawberries

What lessonsto my tale P-why scarcelyone :

'Twas all a part of Godsbeneiicence
In keeping with the breezesand the sun
And with the torest’s broadmagnificence
--This only will I add, and say no more,
-You never know what blessingsare in store.

 E. Cotrrxs.
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THE ROYAL WARRANT HOLDERS AssocIATIoN.
MR. F. A, snvlorlos PassionsAT Ai<NcAL BAHQIIET

The annualbanquetof the Royal Vi/arrant HoldersAssociation
was held at the ConnaughtRooms, London, on VVednesday roth
February,1938. '

Amongst the distinguishedcompany presentwere the follow-
ing _-PayinasterLieut.~Commander W. H. sainways, nemo.,
r.1.ls.E., R.N, bleut.-Col. _-\. V. Agius, M,c., T.r>. (TradeCommissioner
for Malta) ;Vim. Harrison, ].P. ;Brig.-Gen.A. Courage,n.s.o.,M.<i. ;

F. 5. Osgood,c.B.E., M.v.o, ; Capt.Wm. Frank Cooper; Capt, R. j.
streatieild, ian. (Privateseeretaryto H.M. The Queen); The Rev,
Lumley Green-VVilkinson (Extra Chaplain to the Archbishop of
Canterbury); Sir Maurice Cassidy,K.c.v.o., C.B_; Capt. jamesD_
Haggart, o.B.E., j.P.; Admiral Oliver Backhouse, c.B,; F. P.
lgolnnsen (Financial seoretary to H.M. The King); General sir
helix Ready, cr.n.E,, 1<.c.s., c.s.I., c.lvl.c., D.s.o. (Colonel oi the
Royal Berkshire Regiment) Lieut.-Gen. Sir Travers Clarke,
o.B.E., x.c.s., K.c.l\r.s.; Brig.-Gen. Sir Hill Child, Bt., l<.c.v.o.,
cm., c.M.G., n.s,o. (Master of H.M.'s Household);The Rt, Hon.
5. M. Bruce, c.H., Itl.c. (High Commissionerfor the Commonwealth
of Australia); Howard A. Hughes; Major sir Ulielt Alexander,
It.c.v.o,, c.M.c., o.li.E. (Keeper of the Privy Purse); Sir Walter
james Viornersley, jr., ivr.r. (Assistant Postniaster-creneral);

CharlesF. Glenny; The Hon. Vincent Massey (High Commissioner
for the Dominion of Canada) Col. Sir Arthur E. Erskine, <;.C.V.o.,
D.s.o. (Crown Equerry), jamesW, G. Ross; The Right Hon. The
Earl of Iveagh, C.B., c.l\l.G.; The Hon. Mr. justice Simonds;
Col. TerenceE. G. Nugent, c.v.o., M.c. (Comptroller to the Lord
Chamberlain); Admiral Sir Reginald Topper, o.B.E., K.c_B. c.V.o.
Lionel v. Straker;sir Eric CharlesMieville, it.e.i.r., e.s.rf o.ir.a'
(Assistant Private Secretary to H.M. The King); Sir 'Arthur
Cochrane,K.c.v.o. (ClarcnceuxKing of Arms) RobertM. Wharam
VV. H. Cornish, VV. G. Douglas Elliott, S.S.C. (The Hon. Treasurer
the Associationof EdinburghRoyalTradesrnen); l<_ J. W. Stacey
Robert Pears. ’

The following were Mr. Eric's own particular guests~-
Monsieur Anton Bon; Col. l=. Benson,one. F. H. v. Keighley;
Capt. E. S. de Brett, R.E.; L, A. Simonds; The Hon. Seymour
Berry; CommanderH. D. Simonds, R.N. (Retd.) ; Air-Commodore
A. Fletcher, c.M.G., c.B.E., lvI.c. Major F. j. johnson ; A. Schorno;
A. W. C. Bowyer; C. F. Caiger; S, T. Warner; C. H. F. johnson;
A. G. Riehardson;P. E. Knapp; E. S. Phipps;s_ M, Penlerielr;
(a. W. Strame;Capt, A. S. Drewe ; C. S. johnson; Major G. S. M.
Ashby; Ronald Vi/hiteway; \V. G. Inglis; R, St. _[_ Quarry;
A. G. West; Sir Franklin Sibly; j. Il. Simonds, D.l.., ].l=_; Sir
Edgar Sanders;F. c. jackson., `
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THE Pi<EslliENT (E. A. srltlotfos, uso.) IN THE onion.

The Presidentsaid the following telegram was sent to His
Majesty the King at Buckingham Palace “ The Presidentand
Members oi the Royal Warrant Holders Association and their
guestsassembledat their Annual Banquetat the ConnaughtRooms
respeotfully tentlerto Your Majesty and to Her Majesty The Queen
their humble and loyal duty and trust that your Majesties will
graciously accept their heartfelt wish that continued health and
happinessand the devotion oi a loyal Empire may be for long
enjoyedby Your Majesties.-F.A. siinonds,President."(Applause)
I have received the following reply from Buckingham Palace:-
" Pleaseconvey to the Members of the Royal VVarrant Holders
Associationand their guestsassembledat their Annual Banquetthe
sincere thanks of the King and Queen for their kind and loyal
messageof good wishes whieh Their Majesties rnueh appreciate. -

Private Secretary." (Loud Applause.)

The Presidentnext proposed. " The King," and the toast
was loyally honoured. The Toast of ~ The Queenand the other
Members ot the Royal I-sarnily 'I was also warmly reeeived.

Sir Walter james woinersley, j.P., MP. (The Assistant
Postmaster-General)proposedthe Toast of " Imperial Trade and
Industry." In his capacity as Assistant rostrnaster-Generalhe
wished to tell them briefly of the part that his departmentwas
playing in building up Imperial tradeand industry. It hadplayed
and was continuing to play zl great part in the work of Imperial
unity. Take the Empire Air Mail. In its efforts to serveImperial
trade and industry the Post Office was particularly proud of the
part which it had played ln bringing into operation that epoch-
making deyeloprnent,the Empire Air Mall Scheme. (Applause)
The aim was to provide fasterand more frequent services. lt was
hopedthat eventuallythe mail would reachCapeTown in roo hours
and Sydney in a week. No other country had ever imagined such
A scheme, In no other country could letters be carried such
distanceshy air for the small chargeof rid. per half ounce. The
South African section of the schemehad been in operation since
last june, and now approrirnately23 tons of iirst-dass mail was
carried each month hy air, as comparedwith 3 tons per montll
before the inception of the Empire Air Mail Scheme. It was

expectedthat the service to India, Burma and Malaya would be

inauguratedin a Weeks time, to bc followed later by a similar
service to Australia. Communicationswere the arteries through
which the life stream of trade flowed, and the Post Office had
directedits policy towards providing the British businessman with
improved communicationswhicll comparedfavourably with those
of any other country. As a result of the artive tleveloplnellt of


