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MR. R. H. MATTHEWS.

The business history of Mr. R. H. Matthews has many features
of more than ordinary interest, not the least of which is the fact
that his antecedents have been connected with the brewing trade
for over o years, his grandfather and father in turn having held the
office of Secretary to Messrs. Cripps_ & Co., and later to The
Cirencester Brewery Limited.

Born in 1905 and educated at the Cirencester Grammar School,
Mr. Matthews joined the staff of The Cirencester Brewery, Limited,
as a junior clerk in July, 1923. Approximately three years later

he undertook a section of the travelling and collection work, in the’

course of which he gained an insight into the retail side of the
business. '

Applying himself assiduously to his work and having equipped
himself for promotion, Mr. Matthews was appointed Assistant
Secretary under Mr. William Cripps in January, 1934, taking charge
of the accounts and the duties of that office from this date. On
the amalgamation of The Cirencester Brewery Limited with Messrs,
H. & G. Simonds, Limited, Mr. Matthews retained his position and
was responsible for effecting the necessary changes in accountancy.

Mr. Matthews is a keen shot with the rifle and at various times
has been an enthusiastic cyclist and motor-cyclist. His chief spare
time occupation at the present time is motoring. In the Cotswolds
and the glorious country surrounding his native town, Mr. Matthews
is able to indulge in this pastime to the full.
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Take a hittle wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

CHAT N

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(Bx 110 BB

Tue EmPIRE’s ForelGN PoLicy.

Mr. Chamberlain has given an exposition of Britain’s foreign
policy which has had the remarkable effect of pleasing all the
countries concerned, with the exception of Germany—and the still
more important result of securing the approval of all the Dominions,
says Our Empire. One may assume, therefore, that he spoke for
the Empire, and could rely upon the Empire’s support in any action
which the policy he outlined so clearly may involve. It is well that
the causes for which the Empire would fight—and those for which
it would not—should be thoroughly understood, and, on that
account, we repeat them here.

Wuaen WE WouLp FiGHT.

According to Mr. Chamberlain, Britain would fight (1) in its
own defence ; in defence of the British Commonwealth of Nations ;
in defence of Imperial communications ; (2) in defence of
France and Belgium against an aggressor; (3) in fulfilment of
treaty obligations to Portugal, Irak and Egypt. But Britain would
not accept an automatic obligation to support Czechoslovakia were
she invaded, because to do so would deprive the British Government
of its discretion to decide whether or not the country should be
involved in war. Further, he declared for the continuance of
Britain’s abstention from the Spanish struggle, and spoke hopefully

" of the attempt to settle our quarrel with Italy.

A STRAIGHT HINT.

But the part of his speech which has created most interest was
his declaration that, although we would undertake no automatic
obligation to defend Czechoslovakia, we might be compelled to
intervene if she were attacked. ‘* The inexorable pressure of facts,”
he said, ““ might well prove more powerful than formal pronounce-
ments.” It is this straight hint which has brought criticism from
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Germany, whose ““ absorption” of Austria now places German
troops on two Czech frontiers.

It is futile for Germany to declare that what happens in Middle
Europe is no concern of ours. When events in that part of the
world threaten the integrity of France our interests are involved
immediately. We cannot permit a potential aggressor to dominate
the Channel, through which Britain receives the very means of life.

FIrREMAN, NoT POLICEMAN.

This statement of policy has not pleased those who favour
British intervention wherever liberty has been stamped out by the
aggressor’s jackboot ; but it has earned the cordial approval of all
who realise that the world’s chief peril to-day is the very real
danger of a general war. Mr. Chamberlain has said, in effect, that
while Britain will fight when she must, she cannot become the
policeman of the whole world.

Her action in Spain—although it has not saved the liberty of
the unhappy country, or prevented the open intervention of
Germany: and Italy—has at least confined the conflict within the
Spanish frontiers, and in all similar cases that must be her policy—
so long as Britain’s vital interests are not involved. She cannot
prevent every local conflagration ; but she does her best to stop
such fires from setting the world alight. Meanwhile, her chief task
must be so to strengthen her defences that the fate of these weaker
people shall never be her own. Her first duty is to the Empire—
and that is likely soon to demand her undivided attention.

IN SILENCE.

In silence all the loveliest words are said,

In silence breaks a flower’s exquisite head,
Like a rare casket opened by the sun,

In silence all the noblest deeds are done,

In silence steal good thoughts to the still heart
And draw it further from the world apart.

OnLy TryinGg To HELp!

The husband drew up his chair beside his wife’s sewing machine.
“ Don’t you think it’s running too fast? ” he said. * Look out!
You'll sew the wrong seam! Mind that corner, now! Steady!
Slow down ; mind your finger!”

“ What'’s the matter with you, John? " said his wife, alarmed.
“ I've been running this machine for years!”

“ Well, dear, I was only trying to help you, just as you help
me drive the car.”
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THE ReEAsoNn WHY.

“If you didn’t take so much interest in horses you would be
better off,” snapped the wife. “ You've had horses on the brain
all your life.”

‘T guess that’s why I happened to marry a nag.”

WHEN THE SERVANT CAME !

“Oh Mummy,” said little Pamela, running in from school,
“ teacher told us such a lovely story about Mr. Adam and Miss Eve.
They were having a lovely time under the apple tree when the
servant came and disturbed them.”

FINE DispLAY oF TENNIS.

It was exceedingly kind of Commander Dawson to go to so
much trouble to arrange for such noted exponents of the game to
give us a display of tennis on the occasion of the opening of the two
fine new hard courts situated on our spacious Sports Ground, which
has been so generously provided for us by our Directors. The play
was of a high order and very entertaining and instructive to watch.
The ladies appeared to be particularly good and it was a thousand
pities that the weather was so bitterly cold that many who
intended being present thought it wiser not to do so. Those of us
who did not mind the climatic conditions were well repaid by a
first-class exhibition and I don't think there was a better player on
the courts than Commander Dawson. He is undoubtedly good all
round the wicket. He has a fast first service and his second has
almost equal pace. He volleys and half-volleys beautifully and
almost all his shots were exceedingly crisp and clean, well placed
and with plenty of force behind them. He seemed as strong
dealing with backhand shots as with those on his forehand and, in
fact, nothing appeared to come amiss.

The courts, I understand, are impervious to frost which affects
most hard courts so adversely. That is a great desideratum.

During the afternoon I noticed a number of herons winging
their way, with measured beat and slow to and fro, to and fro, over
the ground. There is a heronry at Coley Park and these herons
now have families to feed.

P.O. TELEPHONE STAFF DANCE.

The Post Office Telephones Staff (South Midland District) held
a Social and Dance at the Grosvenor House Hotel on the night of
Friday, the 8th April. The party, which consisted of 94 visitors,
contained several distinguished guests including Mr. G. H. Taylor
(Controller of Sales—General Post Office), Mr. J. Jay (Surveyor,
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South Midland Postal District), Mr. C. R, Fright (District Manager)
and Mr. C. E. Moffatt (Sectional Engineer). The Social Committee
Secretary informs me that each of those gentlemen, and indeed all
the visitors, expressed satisfaction for a very enjoyable evening and
asked for a “repeat " in the near future. The Secretary pointed
out that such an evening would not have been possible had it not
been for the valuable and kindly assistance afforded by Messrs.
H. & G.Simonds Ltd. He said that his committee were particularly
grateful for the ““ pub " sign (The “C.0O.’s” Retreat) provided by

* the firm—the sign was used in connection with an entertainment

item presented by the Telephone Staff. He also told me that all
present very favourably commented on the catering and musical
arrangements made by Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Norrish, both of whom
very materially contributed towards the success of the Social. I
understand that the Post Office (South Midland) Sports Organisa-
tion propose to hold a social evening at the Grosvenor on the night
of the 27th April. Here’s wishing them success.

MAINTAINING BEST TRADITIONS IN JOURNALISM.

Founded one hundred and sixty-eight years ago the Berkshire
Chronicle has, throughout that long period maintained the highest
traditions of British journalism and rendered a great public service
to Reading and the surrounding districts. May it long continue
that service and in its own clear and clean way give a sane lead in
public affairs.

The following quotations are typical of the thoughtful writings
that ever add zest and interest to the pages of this old-established
and very ably edited journal :—

A PoPULAR PRESIDENT.

Mr. F. A. Simonds must have been convinced by the warmth
of the reception accorded him at the annual meeting of the Reading
Conservative Association on Monday, April 11th, of the confidence
and esteem in which he is held by the members. There are few
men who can conduct a meeting with such bonhomaie ; the aptness
and humour of his remarks help to give a special touch to any
meeting over which he is presiding. Yet another member of the
Simonds family, Mr. Kenneth Simonds, was present to add to the
long roll of members of that family who have identified themselves
with Conservatism in Reading, and it is also interesting to note that
the new treasurer of the Association, in succession to Mr. Spencer
Hawes, is Mr. R. St. J. Quarry, who is a descendant of Mr. Henry
John Simonds, for many years a leading figure in the public and
political life of Reading between fifty and sixty years ago. Mr.
H. J. Simonds showed his democratic feelings by becoming, in his
later years, a member of the Caversham Urban District Council.
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WELL-DESERVED TRIBUTE.

A well-deserved tribute was paid to Mr. Tom Vincent, the
enthusiastic chairman of the Conservative Party, adds The
Chronicle. He has proved an excellent choice for the position, for
he does not spare himself, and he has that cheery and genial
demeanour which is such a great asset to anyone occupying a post
which brings him so closely into contact with the workers. Some
criticism was made of the meagre financial support extended to the
Association by the supporters of the Government in Reading. The
Labour Party certainly give their opponents a lead in this respect.
However, the success of the Special Fund, which has realised over
£220, shows that there are many quite willing to give if some method
of personal approach could be devised. It is the general experience
in these days—you can get money if you have people keen enough
to go all out for it. Dr. Howitt, in his speech, which was greatly
appreciated, again emphasised his strong adherence to the Premier’s
policy of peace and conciliation with all countries. The Socialist
alternative of dividing Europe into hostile camps must, as Dr.
Howitt pointed out, inevitably lead to war.

TueE Goop OLp TIMESs.

The following is a copy of a receipt found in a piece of old
furniture from the house of Major Booth, of Basingstoke :—

Hinckley.
Mr. Booth
Bot. of Wm. Beardsmore.
1849
July 12 33 gallons of ale at 1/- L X300
33 ditto of beer at 2d. 516
£Z1 18 ' 6

Paid August 27, 1849,
W. Beardsmore.

I‘HE PELICAN.

. Here is an amusing limerick taken from The Compleat Indian
Angler (by John Masters), just published :—

A marvellous bird is the pelican,

His beak holds more than his belly can,
They say, in his beak,

He holds food for a week,

But I'm damned if I see how the hell’e can.
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SPRING AND SUMMER.

" The Editor’s post-bag contains many interesting items each
month—not all fit for publication. But here is one from Mr. J. G.
Symes of the City and Varsity Club, Oxford, which I gladly publish.
He writes :(—

*“ T always enjoy reading through THE HoP LEAF GAZETTE

monthly and one item in the April issue appeals to me. On
p- 351 I find you remark about ‘ one swallow,” etc. Here is
another which I hope you will appreciate :—

One straw hat does not make a summer
But sitting down on a red hot plate
Makes one ‘ spring '—for one of -

Simonds Best.”

TaE ForTHCOMING FETE.

~ On another page is published a proposed programme for our
great fete to be held on Saturday, August 27th, at Coley Park,
Reading. It is a very interesting and comprehensive programme
and offers many opportunities for all the employees of the Firm.
There are also some open events. We, at Reading, are looking
forward to receiving many entries from the Branches and Subsidiary
Companies and know that the events will be entered into in the
sporting spirit which predominates at the Firm. As to the Baby
Show, Beautiful Children, Ladies’ Beauty Competition and Ladies’
Ankle Competition, we all know of the immense popularity of these
events in the past and are confident of a good entry. The Open
Darts Competition never fails to be popular and it will no doubt
prove to be one of -the largest of its kind ever held in Reading.
The engagement of the Gordon Highlanders Band and Pipers will
give Reading a unique opportunity of hearing and seeing their
picturesque display.

THE HOP LEAF SIGN.
Do not pass—buy !
It’s Simonds.
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CROWTHORNE AND CROWS.

Does Crowthorne derive its name from the presence of crows
or from other, less obvious, sources ? asks S.E.C. This query, when
recently put to a local Review, received a most courteous reply
which was still, however, uncertain ; and none of my friends, to
whom I have casually spoken, were able to throw any light on the
subject. During the past twenty years I cannot remember
observing a crow in any district save that I have mentioned—a
district of golden gorse and of white-flowered thorn. But there
(midst the windswept heaths, and fir-planted Government lands
that spread, under cloud and sun, to Bracknell and Broadmoor
and Swinley and Bagshot) I have surprised Master Crow on repeated
occasions—solitary, gaunt and suspicious ; reflecting, perhaps, on
some fancied slight or harbouring some unprintable corvine joke.
Can Hop LEAF readers offer any solution : not, of course, to the
joke, but as to the origin of the name?

[Several pairs of crows are always to be seen between Caversham
Bridge and Keel's Boathouse and three pairs have their nests
there.—C.H.P.]

GoLF—NoT BILLIARDS.

A well-known golfer was also a great billiards player, and the
two games constituted his whole interest in life. On one occasion
while going round the course with a parson, he had a real day off.
At every foozle he indulged in a burst of profanity.

The reverend gentleman was terribly shocked and admonished
him as follows :—

“Sir,” he said, ““ though you have evidently little regard for
me you might, at least, respect the cloth.’

“Cloth be d——"" roared the other. ‘ We're playing golf
now—not billiards.”

TR
R
b
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A GREAT THOUGHT.

A few stars are known which are hardly bigger than the earth,
but the majority are so lavge that hundreds of thousands of earths could
be packed inside each and leave room to spare ; here and there we come
upon a giant star large enough to contain millions of millions of earths.
And the total number of stars in the universe is probably something
like the total number of grains of sand on all the sea-shoves of the world.
Such is the littleness of our home in space when measured up against
the total of the universe,

Thas vast multitude of stars are wandering about in space. A
Sfew form groups which jowrney in company, but the majority are
solitary travellers.  And they travel through a universe so spacious that
1t is an event of almost unimaginable rarity for a star to come anywhere
near to another star. For the most part each voyages in splendid
isolation, like a ship on an empty ocean. In a scale model in which
the stars are ships, the average ship will be over a million wmiles from
its mearest neighbour, whence it is easy to understand why a ship
seldom finds another within hailing distance.

We believe, nevertheless, that some two thousand million years ago
this rare event took place, and that a second star, wandering blindly
through space, happened to come within hailing distance of the sun.
Just as the sun and moon raise tides on the earth, so this second star
must have raised tides on the surface of the sun. But they would be
very different from the puny tides which the small mass of the moon
raises in our oceans ; a huge tidal wave must have travelled over the
surface of the sun, ultimately forming a wmountain of prodigious
height, which would rise ever higher and higher as the cause of the
disturbance came neaver and neaver. And, before the second star
began to recede, its tidal pull had become so powerful that this mountain
was torn to pieces and threw off small fragments of itself, much as the
crest of a wave throws off spray. These small fragments have been
circulating around their parvent sun ever since. They are the planets,
great and small, of which our earth is one.—Sir James Jeans (from
The Mysterious Universe.)
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

The world would be better and brighter if our teachers would
dwell on the duty of happiness as well as the happiness of duty.

If your name is to live at all, it is better to have it live in
people’s hearts, than in their brains.

Look up, not down ; look forward, not back ; look out, not in ;
and lend a hand.

Goodness consists not only in the outward things we do, but
in the inward things we are.

I would rather pin a rose in a man's coat than send a wreath
to his funeral.

The deepest of all human longings is simply to be wanted.
Love is not love which alters when it alteration finds.

Many are ready to spread a banquet, and slow to give a cup
of cold water.

You must lose a fly to catch a trout.

If pleasures are greatest in anticipation, just remember that
this is also true of trouble.

Goodness is not tied to greatness, but greatness to goodness.

Success doesn't come to any man. You have to go out and
fetch it. :

The largest room in the world is the room for improvement.

It is better to suffer wrong than to do it, and happier to be
sometimes cheated than not to trust.
_i_._._
A certain amount of distrust is wholesome, but not so much
of others as of ourselves.

The master should not be respectable by reason of his house,
but his house by reason of its master.

The richest soil, if uncultivated, produces the rankest weeds.
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st (SERVICE) BATTALION
OXFORDSHIRE AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LIGHT
INFANTRY OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION.

Sir,—The Tenth Re-union of the 5th Battalion will take place
at Oxford on Saturday, May 14th, under the presidency of Col.
W. F. R. Webb, D.S.0., O.B.E.

A Service, to commence at 6.30 p.m., will be held in the
Regimental Chapel and members are asked to assemble in the
Quadrangle of Christ Church (St. Aldate’s entrance) at 6.15 prompt.
Relatives and friends are invited to the Service, but the seats in
the Regimental Chapel will be reserved for members only. The
very Rev. A. T. P. Williams, D.D., Dean of Christ Church, has kindly
consented to conduct the Service.

The Dinner will be held at Stewart’s Restaurant, Cornmarket
Street, 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. :

Through the kindness of the Officer Commanding the
Regimental Depot, Cowley Barracks, accommodation (for other
ranks) for Saturday night and breakfast on Sunday morning will
be provided gratuitously for those who wish to remain in Oxford
until Sunday. A bus will convey members who wish to avail
themselves of this kind offer, to the Barracks free of charge after
the dinner.

Members will have learnt with great pride that Major-General
B. C. T. Paget, D.S.0., M.C. (the original Adjutant of the 5th Bn.)
has recently been appointed Commandant of the Staff College. He
has signified his intention of being present at the Re-union.

THE SIGN OF THE HOP LEAF.
TRADE MARK FAMOUS ALL OVER THE WORLD.
(From the ** Evening Gazette”).

In the forefront of Reading’s great industries is one which is
almost as old as civilisation itself. It is an industry familiar to all
Reading folk through the ““ Hop Leaf "’ sign—the sign of H. & G.
Simonds Ltd., the brewers.

Behind that familiar, happy sign lies a romance of Reading
trade. It was in the rude and hardy days of the latter part of the
eighteenth century that the business was founded by Mr. William
Blackall Simonds. The original brewery stood on the corner of
what was then a very unpretentious Broad Street. Its early
history was a story of severe trial. There were times when Mr.
Simonds came near to despair—and to selling his brewery.

—
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His son, Mr. Blackall Simonds, however, threw himself
energetically into the business so that it increased by leaps and
bounds. His enterprise was displayed by his timely purchase of 50
houses suitable for conversion into beerhouses, at the time of the
Duke of Wellington’s Bill for the licensing of beerhouses.

UNIVERSAL.

To-day, Simonds control well over 1,000 licensed houses.
Their beers are drunk in quiet little English inns—and in the hot
and lonely outposts of the Empire! In Reading more than 500
men and youths play their part in this ever-growing industry.

“ Il have an ‘ S.B.’ please " is a phrase familiar in a thousand
licensed houses—but a considerable percentage of those who ask
for it do not know what those heart-warming initials stand for.
No, they don’t mean “ Simonds Beer ”’ or ‘ Simonds Best,” but
‘“ Season Brewed.”

' HUGE STEP FORWARD.

Simonds set about the task of producing a beer of much lower
specific gravity, using a large quantity of finest hops and adopting
what was then the novel expedient of hopping down with dry hops
introduced into the casks.

So great was its success that it necessitated the reconstruction
and enlargment of the brewery !

THE ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE, READING CORPS.
v (READING TOWN DIVISION.)

In connection with the above the musical programme recently
given by Messrs. H. & G. Simonds orchestra, under the direction
of Mr. H. M. P. Ashby, was as follows :— '

1. MARCH = - “ The Liberators " The Orchestra.
2. WaLTz B 5 “ Hydro Paten ” e - The Owchestra.
3. SonG - - Selected - - Miss Vera Cox.
4. SELECTION - - , " The Gondoliers” - The Orchesira.
5. SoxNaG - Selected 3 - Mpyr. S. Hinion.
6. CHARACTERISTIC Grasshoppers'} Thet Ovehasive.
Piece Dance
INTERVAL.

7. OVERTURE - ‘“ Morning, Noon and Night " The Orchestra.
8. Sonc - Selected - - Mpy. S. Hinton.
9. WaLTzZ - - “ Herbstimmong "’ - The Orchestra.
10. - SONG - - Selected Miss Vera Cox.

The Orchestra.
The Orchestra.

11. MARCH “ Old Comrades "
r2. COMMUNITY SINGING, accompanied by -
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EXHIBITION TENNIS MATCHES.
FINE DISPLAY ON OUR NEW HARD COURTS.
On Saturday, April gth, some exhibition matches were played

on the new Hard Tennis Courts on the Recreation ground to
inaugurate the opening of the season.

Unfortunately, the coldness of the day made it very unpleasant
for the spectators, but between 40 and 50 members saw some
excellent play.

As originally arranged, it was intended that the games would
take the form of a match between Commander Dawson’s team of
two ladies and two gentlemen against a similar team of County and
Tournament players raised by Mr. G. R. Lines, the Hon. Secretary
of the Public School Old Boys L.T.A., but as Miss Southwell, one
of the visiting players, had had a very tiring week in the Roehampton
tournament, she only played in one match, the Ladies’ Doubles.

The two teams were constituted as follows :—-

Comdyr. Dawson's 1V . R. Lives' 1V.
Mrs. ]J. C. Bouch (Gloucestershire) Miss T. R. Jarvis (Sussex)
Miss C. Douglas (Oxfordshire) Miss G. M. Southwell (Surrey)
Mr. D. Brown (Berkshire) Mr. L. W. J. Newman (Middlesex)
Comdr. P. I'. M. Dawson (Royal Mr. G. R. Lines.

Navy, Hampshire & North'tonshire)

Eight Formidable Players.

General View of the Courts,






