
































422 THE HoP LEAF GAZETTE. 

CRICKET. 

Another month has flown by, but we have not been successful 
in getting every Saturday on the cricket field. During this period 
we have played two matches with military teams and one inter
Brewery game. 

The results have gone against us, but we did our best and gave 
our opponents an afternoon's sport, which is the great thing. 

June 29th. SIMONDS C.C. 147 v. ROYAL SIGNALS 152 for 3· 

Let it be confessed here and now that this was an " off" day 
for us in the field. Pity the poor bowler who has four catches 
dropped in one over, three of them being off successive balls. It 
is said that opportunity only knocks once and is then so veiled that 
it is hardly recognisable. Be that as it may, we lost valuable 
chances of getting wickets, which makes the above score appear 
so formidable. 

To start at the beginning, we batted first , but it was not too 
promising; two down for 9· The next wicket showed an improve
ment and 24 runs were added. The feature of the innings was the 
splendid knock of E. G. Crutchley, who went in at the fall of the 
third wicket and carried his baf for 68. ]. B. Doe (r s) , W. R. 
Brown (r z), G. Beddow (n ) and G. Kelly (r 6) were the other 
double figure men. The last named was No. n and with his 
skipper put on 24 runs. 

The Signals made a fair start , but with three down for 45 we 
were in an average position. However, Silver and Thomas thought 
otherwise and took command of the situation so well that all 
changes of bowling came alike to them. The fielding seemed to 
fall away and as mentioned above catches were put on the floor, 
in addition to those that were put up but would not come t o hand. 

We are hoping for another game with these opponents and to 
show that such apparent slackness is not usual with us. 

July 6th. 

Efforts to get a game fixed up were unavailing so we had 
perforce to rest. 

July 13th. 

We were due to play a return fixture with the P .O. Engineers 
but, owing to business reasons, our opponents had to scrat ch the 
match. Their notification reached us in time for an inter-Brewery 
game to be arranged. Mr. Crutchley took charge of one team and 
Mr. Clark the other, the former's team batting first. 
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F. Benham (27) and E . Clarkson (28) took possession of the 
bowling and put on 53 before being separated. E. Crutchley added 
ro and R. Broad 20, the innings finishing with 107 on the board. 
The game, by the way, was nine-a-side. 

The Vice-Captain's team thought that was not an impossible 
score to equalise and opened with G. Kelly and W. J. Crisp. The 
former made r8 and the latter carried his bat for 30 not out. 
Unfortunat ely he did not receive much support from the remaining 
batsmen who only made rs between them. Clarkson had an 
inspired spell of bowling taking 4 wickets in 4 overs for 4 runs. · 

July zoth. SIMONDS C. C. 38 v. PosT OFFICE SPORTS CLUB n6 FOR 9· 

The score indicates the state of this game. It was rather late 
before we started and racing people know how a delay often upsets 
thoroughbreds. From a cricket point of view we do not claim to 
be real top notchers and it may have been due to other things than 
delay which caused such a procession to and from the pitch and 
pavilion. F . Benham alone made double figures. 

The P.O. set about their task and in spite of a keen at tack by 
F . Clark, who was captaining t he side, our total was passed during 
the first wicket partnership of Lembridge and Beavan. The other 
end of the attack was unable to keep the runs down and some 
misfielding also helped the batsmen. The first wicket put on 6r 
and, although wickets were not thrown away, there was not the 
necessity of each player having to play himself in, and the. wicket s 
fell at more or less regular intervals. 

It is hoped to fix up other games during August, if conditions 
permit. Enquiries have been made by the R.A.F.C.C. for a game 
in place of those previously cancelled, and by a Company of Royal 
Engineers. 

.... ..... .,.,.,Ut,,..., -Jc)(}
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THE LIGHTER SIDE. 

" Your voice is decidedly raspy this morning," complained the 
Colonel. 

" I know, sir," answered the Lieutenant. " I've been out 
roughing it with a file of soldiers all morning." 

* * * * 
Seeing a light in a window after an air-raid warning had 

sounded, the warden shouted, "Put out that light up there. " 

An old lady came to the window with a candle in her hand. 
" What do you want ? " she asked. 

" It's an air-raid warning," was the reply. 

" Well, put it through the letter-box. I can't come down 
now," was the curt reply. 

* * * * 
Hitler's "secret weapon " was being discussed. 

"My friends at the War Office," claimed Lance-Corporal 
Smith, " told me all about it." 

His hearers were duly_ impressed. 

. " It's like this," continued Smith. "The Fuehrer's going to 
sign a Pact-and then he's going to keep his word-and paralyse 
the enemy from shock ! " 

* * * * 
Tommy called at a farmhouse and was asked if he would like 

something to drink. 

" A cup of tea, perhaps ? " 

No tea for me, thank you." 

" Coffee, then ? " 

"I o coffee for me, thank you. " 

The old farmer whispered, " Whisky and soda ? " 

" No soda for me, thank you," answered Tommy. 

* * * * 
WIFIE (to hubby on leave) : " Shall I give this old suit of 

yours to the charity bazaar ? " 

SoLDIER HUBBY : " Certainly not ! I 'll need it when I return 
to civilian life when I go to complain about my tax assessements." 
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" Do you think this Hitler bloke stands any chance of getting 
what he's out for? " asked Bert. 

" I don't," replied Bill. " But I think he's got a good chance 
of getting what he's in for." 

* * * * 
H E : " I wonder if Hitler gets any sleep these nights ? " 

SHE : " He should. He's got eighty million sheep to count ! " 

* * * * 
SOLICITOR (at Tottenham Police Court) : "What did you give 

your husband for his dinner on Sunday ? '' 

WIFE : "Beef-steak pudding." 

SoLICITOR : "And on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday? " 

WIFE : "Beef-steak pudding." 

SoLICITOR : " Surely you could have given him something 
else? " 

WIFE : " I would have done if he had eaten the pudding I 
gave him on Sunday." 

* * * * 
CLERK (at a North London Police Court) : " Is your husband 

at home? " 

WIFE : "Oh, no. He won't be home for a long time. You 
see, he is a guest of His Majesty at one or other of the large houses 
in the country." 

* * * * 
In the course of questions in the House of Commons on enemy 

losses at sea, Mr. J. Davidson asked : " Is it true that when British 
sailors call out '·waiter! ' Italian submarines come to the top? " 

* * * * 
It's a funny world. If a man gets money, he's a grafter. If 

he keeps it he's a capitalist. If he spends it, he's a playboy. If he 
doesn't get it, he's a ne'er-do-well. If he doesn't try to get it, 
he lacks ambition. If he gets it without working for it, he's a 
parasite. And if he accumulates it after a lifetime of hard work, 
he's a sucker. 
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Molly had just arrived home from a charabanc outing. 

" How did you enjoy yourself? " asked grandma. 

" Oh, it was all very beautiful. You should have seen the 
bevil's Gorge." 

" My dear," reproved grandma, " you should not speak like 
that of your friends. I expect the ride in the fresh air gave them 
all good appetites ! " 

* * * * 
Two recruits were pegging down a t ent ; one was holding the 

pegs for the other to hit. Attempting to give a peg a hefty blow, 
the man with the mallet slipped and caught the other a nasty blow 
on the head. 

R ising, the man with the bump whispered to the other : " Don't 
muck about, Arthur. The sergeant's watching us ! " 

* * * * 
The Scripture lesson was coming to a close. The teacher, who 

had been dealing with the story of J oseph and his brothers, turned 
to one child and asked : "Now, why did they put Joseph in the 
pit ? " 

"Because he was wearing a coat of many colours," was the 
reply. " If he'd been properly dressed they'd have put him in the 
stalls." 

* * * * ' FIRST PRIVATE : " All these 'ere army jams 'ave the same 
flavour to me." 

SECOND PRIVATE : " But you can easily tell the difference by 
the labels." 

FIRST PRIVATE : "Oh, yers-I never thought o' tastin' the 
labels." 

* * * * 
The new recruits were having a lesson on tactics, when the 

sergeant-major noticed three of them not paying attention. Calling 
them out to the front he bellowed : " What is the quickest way to 
send a message ? . . . Come on . . . sharp." 

FIRST RECRUIT : " Telegraph." 

SECOND RECRUIT : " Telephone." 

THIRD RECRUIT : " Tell a woman." 
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WORKMAN (to Manager) : " I've now been here for over twelve 
months working my inside out, and doing the work of three men 
for the pay of one, and I want a rise." 

ScoTCH MANAGER : " I canna afford tae gie ye a rise in pay 
but if ye'll tell me the names of the other two men I'll sack them." 

* * * * 
A country school was visited by one of the Governors, a man 

with a pompous air. He put some questions, and one of them was, 
" What is the Sixth Commandment ? " 

When no one answered he tried again. 

" Come, what Commandment did Cain break when he killed 
Abel ? \Vho can tell me ? " 

One scholar beckoned to the teacher and whispered something 
to her. The visitor demanded to know what the child had said, 
and the teacher quietly replied : " The child simply said that there 
were no Commandments when Cain killed A bel." 

* * * * 
A fashionably-dressed woman approached the flower-seller and 

asked for a shilling's worth of blooms. After the purchase she 
inquired : "Will you be here next Wednesday, as I shall want 
some flowers for my daughter ? She's coming out that day." 

" She shall have the best on t he market, ma'am," t he woman 
answered. " What's she in for ? " 

* * * * 
The General was fond of putting on his oldest clothes and taking 

an early morning walk in the park. I t was thus that he was seen 
by young ] ones, a very young recruit, who, very confident in his 
new uniform, approached the General, patted him on the back and 
said : "Why don't you join the Army? You'd be far better off." 

Later in the day, when walking along a corridor of the War 
Office, the General-in full uniform-again met J ones. With a 
twinkle in his eye he stepped smartly up to the dumbfounded 
recruit and said : " I've joined ! " 

* * * * 
Sadie and Maisie were talking about soldiers and their favourite 

regiments. 

" My ! Are the Royal Engineers strong? " exclaimed Sadie 
in great admiration. " I read in the paper that they are throwing 
heavy bridges across the Rhine ! '' 
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BRANCHES. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

It is with deep regret we have to report the sudden death, 
after a bathe, of our naval and country representative, Mr. Geoffrey 
Whittle. Mr. Whittle left a wife and one child and our very 
sincere sympathy is extended to them in their tragic loss. Mr. 
Whittle was on a short holiday and soon after coming out of the 
sea at West Wittering he complained of feeling unwell. He was 
attended by a doctor as soon as he got home but the following 
morning it was necessary to move him to hospital where he died 
shortly after being admitted. Mr. Whittle had been representing 
the Firm at Portsmouth Branch since I933 and the many messages 
and letters of sympathy received proved that during this com
paratively short time he made himself very much appreciated. He 
had a big district to cover and all his customers spoke highly of 
his unstinted endeavours to give them the best possible service. 

From the Portsmouth Evening News :-
" An elderly lady asked a policeman who was guarding a bomb 

dropped at a town in the south whether it was an ' insanitary ' 
bomb. " 

A long service medal will be presented to Mr. J ack Tinn , the 
Portsmouth F .C. Manager, at the annual meeting of the Football 
League this year which is being held in London. Plans for the 
next football season are on the agenda. The balance sheet shows 
a profit of £I7 rss. rd. for the year ending 4th May, rg4o. The 
Football League Jubilee Benevolent Fund now amounts to 
£3z,66r Ss. zd. 
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Bradley & Son, LtJ. , The C rown Press, Cuton Street , R.udinJ:. 

HOTELS & CATERING DEPARTMENT 
MESSRS. H. & G. SIMONDS LTD., 

THE BREWERY • - - READING. 
Telephone: READING 3431. 

Hotels under the same control : 
ANCHOR HOTEL, EVENLODE HOUSE, 

KENNFORD, NB. EXETER. 

Telephone No.: Kennford 274. 

ANGEL HOTEL, 
HIGH STREET, STAINES. 

Telephone No.: Staines 156. 

ANGLERS' HOTEL, 
EGHAM. 

Telephone No.: Egham 99. 

BACON ARMS HOTEL, 
OXFORD STREET, NEWBURY. 

Telephone No.: Newbury 408. 

BATH ARMS HOTEL, 
CHEDDAR, SOMERSET. 

Telephcne No.: Cheddar 25, 

BLACK PRINCE HOTEL, 
PRINCES RISBOROUGH, 

Telephone No.: Princes Risborough 76. 

BUSH HOTEL, 
MARKET PLAoE, WoKINGH..UI. 

Telephone No.: Wok.ingham 134. 

OFF LICENCE DEPARTMENT, 
Telephone No.: Wok.inghe.m 199. 

CROWN HOTEL, 
WEST MARXET PLACE, CIRENOESTER. 

Telephone No.: Cirenoester 288. 

CHEDDAR CHEESE, 
BROAD STREET, READING, 

Tslephom No.: Reading 381811. 

EASTGATE HOTEL, 
IN "THE HIGH," OXFORD. 

Telephone No.: Oxford 2694. 

EYNSH.All. 

Telephom No. : Eynsham 15. 

GROSVENOR HOUSE, 
CA VERSHAM. 

Telephone No.: Reading 72045. 

KING'S ARMS HOTEL, 
STOKENOHUROH, 

Telephone No. : Radne.ge 43. 

MARQUIS OF LORNE, 
READING. 

Telephone No.: Reading 317611. 

QUEEN'S HOTEL, 
FARNBOROUGH, HANTs. 

Telephone No. : Farnborough 1000. 

QUEEN'S HOTEL, 
MARxET PLA.oE, NEWBURY. 

Telephom No.: Newbury 47. 

ST. GEORGE & DRAGON HOTEL, 
W ARGBA. VB, BERKS. 

Telephone No.: Wargrave 16. 

SHIP HOTEL, 
READING. 

Telephone No. : Reading 302911. 

SUNNINGDALE HOTEL, 
SUNNINGDA.LE, BJIIBXS. 

Telephom No.: Ascot 208. 

WATERSIDE HOTEL, 
THBBJII BBA.OHE8, PA.IGNTON. 

Telephom No.: PA.IGNTON 67663. 


