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MR. xr, la. l_ovNl~;s_

jubilut- year of may is an irnpnrtnnt date in tire rneinery of

Mr. w, E. Leynes as it also markstire eernmeneernentof liis working
lilo when, as a small ho) of 15 years, be was employed in tire

laboratory at leearling,

Alter 3; yours lie was transferredto tlre beer bottling depart-
ment under tlre ferr-nrarrsliip oi the late lvlr_ W. Toms, whom all

tlie older emplnyeesof tin- lfirm rememberse well.

In rgdg lvlr, Luynes lelr Reading to take up tlie position of

lnrernan at Plymouth lsranelrwlrere, in addition to beingresponsible
for tlie beer bottling derreirtmentand tlre managementand lining
ofthe draught beers, lie alsn superintendedtlie feeding ofthehorses
and arrangedtire deliveries of all gbeds to tlie naval,military and
ntlier customers. Even in tlrnse early years lie displayed the
tlrnraiigb efiieieney and organizing abilities wlrieli have rlevelnped

to n high degru-witli tin- passing years.

Early in rnrn nr. l.ni-nes inet witli an accident and cut bis
left hand sd badly tlrrit lie prartically lost tlre use of it and was

transferred to Reading, After sir mantlis at headquartershe
returned to Plymentl. to resiinie liis former pesitien He was

called up in 1916 but tlie Army did not take him as ire ediild not

lield a rifle nwing to his daniagerl hand.

Mr. Loynes is an errrll.-nt judgr of beer and knows to tlie
hour when beers tor natural conditioning sllould be bottled. At

thc time he commenced ln tllc beer bottling stores, all bccrs worr-

bottled and cork(-d without any power machinery, which was ll

lengthy operation, The labelling and washing was done by hand
and rotary brushestor eleaning tbe bottles were werlred with feet

trcadlos, similar to those used on a sowing machine, The process

was slow but at that time there was nothing to break clown. The

enormous increasein the demand for bottled hr-ers during the past
twenty years has demandedcontinualdevelopmentin the processes
of bottling and the foremandf rr bottling departmentat tire present
time bas to he an export l-ngiin~r~i~ as wt-ll as being ri he-erexpert.
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When the TamarBrewery, Devonport, was purchasedin 1919,
Mr. Loynes was appointedbottling foreman there. The large
extension of trade necessitatedhim devotingthe whole of his time
to the bottling of beers. He engagesthe boys lor the department
and during the past zo years some hundreds ot lads have passed
through his hands, including a large number who have lett to join
the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force. They carry away
with them to all parts of the world recollections of a disciplinarian,
who also has great considerationfor his staif.

Mr, Loynes says his greatest joy at the end ol the year is to
know how many more thousandsof bottles of beer he produced
than in the previous year, He haslittle spare time nowadays fer
lidbbies, as he says “ tlre travellers are sd energetie," but in the
winter he very mnelr appreeiateswatching rugby fantbau, either
Plymouth Albion or Devonport Services,two very fine clubs who
play most oftheleading rugby clubs ofthe South of England and

Vt/ales. Mr. Loynes' father wasemployedat Tlie Brewery, Reading,
for a great number of years and his son has been working in the

General Ofiice at Devonport for over 14 years,

A525/A
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Take l'ttl for thy stomach’s_sake and thineoft
a I 8 wilijirmitier.-The Bzble.

HAT
rom

TI-IE EDITORS CHAIR
(By c. H P.)

Canlrvmc-oN.
Mr. F. A. Simonds, the Chairmanand Managing Director of

Messrs. H. & G. Simonds, reminded the shareholdersat the annual
meeting that four uf his co-directors-Comdr.H. T). Slmonds. Rn.
(retd.), capt. L, A. simtintls, iz.n.s.e., Capt. R._B. st. J. Quan).

1i.s.c,, and Capt. F. H. V. Keighley-were serving the country ln

varieus capaeitics at home and abroad, Another sigmfreant
reference was that in which he offered the warmest thanksof the

Directorsto those membersofthe staff in London,Bristol, Plymout r.

Portsmouth, Brighton and other areas,where they continued to

carry out their dutiesunder most dangerousand distracting con-

ditions, It wasindication oi the heavy responsibilitiesthrown upon
the Chairman, Directors and staff df this far-flung business. Mr.

Simondsmade a welcome referenceto the patience and tolerance
shawn by licenseesin these difficult times.-Berkshirechftmtrze.

IN'l'ERBUl->rloNs Nor ALLOWED.

I have heard all sorts of stories about the adventuresof the

baledsoutBoche, but this one beats the band-andit has thevmerit
df being true, says a writer in 1jhe_Fwfmefs'Weekly. Down in the

West Country the crew of a Nazi aircraft balcd out and fell in open

country. The first person one of them encounteredwas a rather
ancient cowman on his way to get the cows for the morning milking.

The airman, in excellent English, said “ I am a German
officer, and I wish to be taken prisoner."

To which the cowman replied without hesitation: “I can’t
bother wi' thee now. Thee come along of I an' get ln they cows
and then we'll see about thee.”

So the cows were got in, andthen the captive was handed over

to the village constable.
So much for the effect of the German blitzkreig on the morale

of the countryside!
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LlcENsEEs’ £120 Fox S1.oUcl~l HURBrcANE FUND.

The Mayor of Slough(Councillor AubreyE. Ward) waspresented
with a cheque for £120 gs. 7d. for the Slough Hurricane Fund by
the Slough andDistrict LicensedVictuallers' Protection Association

when they met at the George,GeorgeGreen, recently. The donation
representedthe profits from a dance held at the Adelphi, Slough,
when the aim was to raise a hundred guineas. Before the cheque
was handed over presentationswere madeto Mr. Colin Mackenzie,
the immediate past ehainnan of the association, and Mr. F. G.Bowyer, the secretary, in recognition of their long and faithful
services. The Mayor said lie was agreeablysurprised to find that
the chequewas for such a large amountand he thankedthe members
both on his own behalf and on behalf of Alderman E. T. Bowyer,
who started the fund during his year di office as Mayor, andhoped td seegsbeu raised to buy a Hurricane. He thought thedonation reflected the greatest credit on the licenseesand he was
mostimpressedto find that such a magnificent sum had been raised
at onego.

Both Mr. Mackenzie (elrairman) and Mr. Bowyer (seeretary)
haveserved in their lrunerary eepaeitiesfor the pastfourteen years.

ONLY T0 Rum Tl-lr; BELL!

A company of soldiers were billetetl in a reeently evacuatedgirls' school, Loud laughterwas heard from oneofthe dnrrnitenes
where a group of Tommies stood in front of a noticewhich read“Anyone in urgent need of ti mistress shnultl ring this bell."

Am/lluA'rloN Fuolil THE HUNS.

“ War against England is no eliiltrs play," says the BerlinerLokalanzeiger, in an article quoted by the official German News
Ageney.

“ This greatestEmpire of history is a giant, and the British
are not cowards. That is bad enough, but it is a fact that when
England is in a crisis therc is a rush to arms, and the best of her
sons fight for the plutocratic chiefs and the bllsiness politicians.

" The German soldier has therefore not to deal with the scum
of the exchange, the banks, and the clubs-thosewho causedthis
war~but with English elements that are tough at giving andtaking,"

Prtors OE THE NEW AGE.

Capt. Harold Balfour, M.l>., Under»Sccretaryof State for Air,
in a messageto the membersof the Air Defence Cadet Corps,who,
he says,will become the " third generationof the R.A.F.", writes:-
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“ You will take on wings and write anotherstory ot courage
acrossthe English skies, I hope with all my heart that it will be
a story ot peace;that you will become the pilots who  mark

out new air routes in the world, carry merchandiseto isolated
countries,passengersacrossthe seas, and help with medical aid to
those who live in the back-blocks of new countries. I hopethat
peace will come soon enough to allow you_ to be the great pilots
of the newage, when oneof man's greatestinventions will be used.
not for his destruction, but for his good,his enlightenment,and
his prosperity."

IN MEMOEIAM.
BLAci<ALL~sIMoNDs.--To Gertrude

" Can you tell me how many starstwinkle in the velvetsky?
Can you tell me how many birds swiftly to and fro do ily?
As many times as that, greeting after greeting, 1 thee sen_d

On this thy first birthdayin the Better Land, very dear iriend."

" Ot alle frecndes,tlgw thc dcrwortheste."

I still love thee, " as my own soul."
(From " The Times," Dezember r7lh. 1g4o.)

Ci-1omnAs'rER AND Oacixsrsr.
Mr. Nomian Tott, of the Engineers’ Office, has obtained the

post as ehoirmaster andorganist at Grazeley, and I am surewe all

wish him the very best of iuek.

Loan Lornrnn.
The King was representedby the Earl of Clarendonat 11

memorial service for the Marquessoi Lothian, which was held_ in

WestminsterAbbey. After the Lesson the choir sang the iollowing
verses(by sir OwenSeaman), quotedby Lord Lothian at the close
of his first speechas British Ambassadorin Washington:~

You that have iaith to look with fearless eyes

Beyond the tragedy of a world at strife
And trust that out of night and death shall rise

The dawn of ampler life

Rejoice,whateveranguishrend your heart,
That Godhas givenyeu, for a pneeiessdowerr

To live in these great timesand have your part
In Freedom'scrowning hour

That you may tell your sons who see the light
High in the heaven,their heritageto take

" I saw the powers of darknessput to flight
I saw the morning break "
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MY Henry Tr-r.\Nr<sI
With the passingof the old year I should like to extend my

hearty thanksto all who have kindly helped me in the production
of THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE, The assistance so willingly given
makes the work a labour oi love. In particular, am I indebtedto

our renownedprinters, Messrs. Bradley & Son, Ltd. Their expert
help and advice are invaluable and I should like especially to
thank Mr. S. A. Lee, one of their Directors, who attends to my
wants-andthey are many At all times he receives me with the
greatest kindnessand courtesy and my numerousjourneys to the
Crown Pressare indeed pleasurableenes.

OUR Soerhr. CLUE.

Our Social Club continues to cater for all who canuse it with
a marked degree oi success. There are happy re-unionswhen men
serving in the Forces come home for a brief spell and greet old
comrades. A fine atmosphereoi real friendship and sociability
prevails and the manner in which the popular Steward and
Stewardess(Mr. and Mrs. Holmes) study the comfort and con-
venience oi all who patronise the Club is deservingof the highest
commendation. They are kind and courteous,alwaysvery cheery,
and it is ever a pleasureto meetthem,

May they long continue their goodwork

THE HAND AND THE EGG.

The following letter appeared in The Times :-
Sir,~The enclosed letter to my son, who is a Government

oflicial in the Gold Coast, may seem worthy of publication in your
newspaper,showing as it dees the patndtiespirit ot the African
““*‘V@S~ Yours faithiuuy,

G. R. Amonv.
The Bridge House, Bradiield, Reading.

His VVorship, The Asst. District Commissioner,
Baie/Genja.

_I havelthe honour to approach you this evening with one
native walking stick as a present I am giving you, It is a human
be\ng’s hand holding an ogg. The meaning is that the English
Government is the “ hand" and the "egg" is the Gold Coast
natives; if English Government takes away his hands from the
neck oi the Gold Coast, we will fall down and could not be risen
again. God may therefore assistEnglish in this present war to
conquer the c.ennans_

I have thc honour to remain here,
I am, your Servant,

KAF1 KREKERI >< his mark.
Bole, 2/11/1940. Carpenter.
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MR. F. A. SIMONDS.
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SIXTIETI-I BIRTHDAY or omz CHAIRMAN AND

MANAGING DIRECTOR, MR. F, A. SIMONDS.

Our Chairmanand ManagingDirector (Mr. F. A.
Simonds) attained his 60th birthday on Thursday,
january 2nd, and we extend to him our heartfelt
congratulationsand wish him many very happy returns
ofthe day. That wish will be re»echoed far and wide,
and amongall classes. To his intimate friends, Mr.
Simondsis regardedwith feelings of affection that can
only be adequatelyexpressedby the word love, while
all who know him look up to him with the greatest
respect and admiration.

Not only is Mr. Simonds sixty yearsof age. He
has recentlycompleted25 yearsas ManagingDirector-
latterly as Chairman and Managing Director-of the
great firm over which he rules. His ever-alert brain
and big-mindedness,his firmness, tact, courtesy and
kindliness, are a few of the traits which help him to
perform the stupendoustask that falls to his lot.

During thesefateful days he has indeed captained
the ship of Simonds in masterly fashion, displaying
that same quietudeof demeanourin storm as in calm.

The cheerful mannerin which he is “ carrying on ”

in diese troublous times is indeed a noble example-an
example which we should all strive to emulate.

May the day soon dawn when we shall have peace
in our time and our belovedChairmanand Managing
Director will be rejoined by his Co-Directors, now
serving their country, and relieved of some of the
heavy and ever-increasing burdens now resting upon
his shoulders.
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H. & G. SIMONDS' ANNUAL MEETING.

A NET Pizorrr or £2x8,go3 lziarolzrw.

l>lzoBl.l-:M or su\>l>y.Yl>1c laoi-nan asians.

A net rofit of 218, o 16s. zd. was reported at the annual
meeting of & G.£Sim<?nd}s Ltd., which was held at 19 _Bridge
Street, Reading, on Monday, 16th December. Mr. F. Ar Slmonds
(chairmanand managing director of the eompany) presided,and
other directors present were Mr. ]. H. Simonds (vice-chalmlan)i
Mr. A. J. Redman,Major G. S, M. Ashby and Capt. L. A. Simonds.

The secretary(Mr. E. s. Phipps)read the notice conveningthe

meetingand the auditors’ report.

The reportof the directorsfor the year endedSeptember30th,
1940, stated After providing for interest on the debenture stocks,
and making ample allowancesfor depreciatlonprepairs, and the
variousexpensesof the business,including taxation, the net profit
for the yearamounts to £218,903 165. zd., to which has to be added
the balance brought forward from September30th, 1939: viz.,
£103,544 3s, od., making a total available for appropriation of

£322,447 Igs. zd, Out of this has been paid, or provided for, the
following Dividend on £I,2oo,ot>o cumulative preferencestock at

the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, less income tax, for the year
ended September3oth, rg4o, £36,750 interim dividendon £8oo,oot>
ordinary stock at the rate of 3§ per cent., less income tax (paid
june Sth, 1940), £l7,5oo; leaving for disposal the sum of

£268,197 xgs. zd,

rl-la ct-nintMAN‘s srnscrr.

Mr. F. A. Simonds, in the course of his address,said :-In
common with the policy of many chairmen of companiesI propose
this year to confine within as narrow a compass as possible my

remarks on the activities and operationsof the companyduring
the past year. Four of my co-directors-CommanderH, D,
sirnonds, R.N. (Ret,), Capt. L. A. simonds, R.A.§.C,, capt.
R. B. St,  Quarry, R.C.S., and Capt. F. H. V. Keigh19Y’3“‘

serving the country in various capacities at home and abroad.
You will once again,with me, wish them a speedyreturn, safe and
sound, to their duties with tlie company. We sorely miss their
assistanceand advice. I wish to take this opportunity of offering
the warmest thanks oi the directors to those membersof our staff
in London, Bristol, Plymouth, Portsmouth,_Brighton and other
areas where they continue to carryout their duties under most
dangerousand distractingconditions.
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You will have read with much pride and pleasurethat the
company was, during the month of june, honouredwith the grant
oi a Royal Warrant of Appointmentas brewers to HE Majesty
King George VI, a privilege which is highly prized.

Trade during the year under review has been well maintained,
if not reaching tho abnormalheight of the previous year. In many
areas,owing to redistribution oi population due to enemy action,
there hasbeen inevitably a marked decrease,but in other districts,citlicr in the temporary occupation of His Majesty's Forces or
affected by the arrival of large numbers of evacuees, this decline
has been counterbalancedby an increasein turnover. The demand
for beers in bottle has assumed unmanageablcproportions; this
hasbeen the experienceof brewers generally. It is not unconnected
with the natural desire of the public to take beerhome with them
for consumptionat their own table during the hours of bIack»ou!,
rather than follow their usual bent and take their refreshment in
thc licensed lioiiscs with tho attendantrisk of a journey in thc
dark. We have continually to appeal to our customersto accept
their beer in our houses from the Cask rather than in bottle forconsumption on the premises, and I take this opportunity of
entreating our tenants to use their persuasive powers to achievethis result, and our customersto be tolerant of such requests. It
is not, porliaps, appreciatedthat thc service of beerin bottle entails
an immenseamount of labour in the processoi bottling, as also in
the rriaritifactiira of bottles, stoppcrs, lalicls, atc., and the delivery
of boot- in bottle involves tha employment nf a rriiicli liighcrproportion of transportthan is incurred by delivery in task, andin
these days of shortage of petrol and labour, and longer hours ofdarkness, oneis mostanxious to restrict these uneconomicoutlays.

The Profit and Loss Account disclosesa net profit sonicvvliatlowtr than that of last year. 'rho cost of rnatorials, barley inparticular, has again advancedto an extravagantligirrc, and all
expensesin aonnoctionwith otitpnt and distribution arc on a muchhigher scale than hrrctotorc, and the prorniarn in connection with
war risks insurancehas been no small itrrn.

A cririsitloralalc rinrrihcr of otir staff and employeesare serving
their country, and we liavc rriatlc certain provisions for thril-
dopcntlants. l need hardly rtrriind them how thcy arc constantly
in our tlionglits and how vvo all long to st-o thcni back again and
pursuingtheir rlomial avocatiens. I can assuretheln that in theirabsence those of us who are left behind, together with thehannoniousassistance of a large body of menand women whomwe

have engagedtemporarily to take their placo, arc doingour utmost
to maintain the best traditions of the firm, It would hc invidious
to praise any departmentor manageror individualmember of the
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staff where all have vied with each other to keep the flag flying,

but results achieved have retlected the utmost credit on all con-

cerned. In this connection I must allude to the appointmentoi an

advisory council under the chairmanshipof our chief accountant,
Mr. A. G. Richardson, who have dealt with many matters oi

importance which would, in normal circumstances, have been

decided by the Board.

I must on your behalf send a messageof greeting and con»

gratulationsto our associatedcompany in Malta, Simonds~Farsons
Ltd., who, as you know, are endeavouringto continue operations

in most arduousand perilous surroundings. We are doing every-
thing in our powerto keep them supplied with the requisite brewing
materials. The gallant defenceor the population of Malta against
tlle Italian brigandshas won the admiration of the whole Empire.
I haveagain to record the receipt of a very valuable contribution
from our subsidiarycompany, thc cirencesterBrewery Ltd., which

continuesto be managedadmirably,as in years past, by the original
proprietors-themembers of the Cripps' family.

I am sensible of the many grave difficulties under which the

majority of our licenseeshave been functioning, and haveadmired
their patienceand toleranceunder these very trying conditions. I

am also pleased to report thatour managedhouseshave shownan

excellent return for our venture and our attention and service at

those establishments,sometimes in race of very aggravating
circumstances,have earnedfor us unstintedpraise. Our warmest
thanks are due to our customersof His Majesty's Forces,and that
iniluential body or caterers and hotel-keepers,free licence-holders
and club committeesfor their continuedpatronage. I assurethem
that, as in the past, it will be our utmost endeavourto maintain
the traditional excellence of our service and distribution.

Messrs. Collins, Tootell and Co., having disposed oi their

practice on March 3rst, ro4o, resigned from the office of auditors
to the company,andthe casual vacancy thuscausedhas been filled

by the appointment ot Messrs. Turquand, Youngs, l\tIcAulific and
Co., charteredaccountants,to act until this meeting, and, in this
connection,you will shortly be invited to re-appoint them. l

cannotlet this occasionpasswithout referring with gratitude to the

valuable services renderedand for the advice so willingly givenfor
many years past by Mr. W. W. Collins, not only to myself, but to

my colleagues and all members ofthe staff with whom he came in

contact, Finally, I hope that by the time we nextmeet the present
distressingconditions-whichhave made the conduct of business
sodiificult~ may havedisappearedand that your directors may be

concentratingon the solution or the many problems which must,
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inevitably, confront our trade after the victorious conclusion of
hostilities.

I now beg to move the following resolution :»That the
directors r-eportand accountslor the year ended Septembergoth
rose, be received and adopted; and that, having alreadypaid the
dividendon £1,zoo,ooo5 per cent. cumulative preferencestock less
income tax, for the year ended September 3eth, roto, and an
lntenm dividend of 3% per cent., less income tax, on £800 ooo
ordinary stock, the directors now recommend that the balanceof
£268,197 los. zd. be appropriated as followszr-To service ofdebentureredemption, £10,177 xos. od. to pay a final dividendon
£8oo,oooordinary stock at the rate of rt; per cent., lessincome tax
Imakms I8 per cent. for the ycar), g6<i,7oo; to add to pensions
reserve (making a total of £125,ooo)£5,r75; to add to propertv
improvement account (making a total of £r5o,ooo), gre 53; toaddto general reserve(makinga total or g47o,ooo),gre546 r7s_gd
to add to contingrnciusreserve (making a total oi £165 ooo),
£55,ooo; to carry iorwarrl to next vear £ro4,o<r5 ns. rod.-iotal'
£268,197 los. ed.

Mr- J» Hr Slmfmds. CVB.. D.L., Jr., seconded the resolution,
which was unanimouslyapproved.

lilmicrolrs kr-;»Ar=l‘ol>;rl§li.

cornrnander H. lx. simcntls, R.N. d Cz I from the boar?ip accprdancewithéiire artiticsof 
ey were re-eec et on 't' fM ,’swmded by ML A4 J. Redminpropnsiion o ayor c, s. M. Ashby,

capt, L. A. simonds, in re' lv, said he s okc
he knew that hc also voiced the gentimentsof 
when he thankedthe meetingfor rc-electing them. It was a grcad
few* that Hwy couldbe of no useto them at the moment but thdv
were longing to be back with them.

Messrs. Turquand, Youngs, McAuliffe and co. chartmd
accountants,or ro Coleman Street, Era, were re-appointed
xdiipriyrnsxkiiproposition of Major M, l-l. sirnonds,secondedby

N{f- L- J- Osmond,replyingon behalf of the tirm, said they
were wry proud of their associationwith so successful a company.

Mrs. c. M. Simonds, proposingavotcof tl k t th h

said it was the 25th year of Mr. F. A. simondiirminggeriliipaiwiiiiéii
she believed was somethingof a record. Those years hadproved
years of prosperity to the tirm. They thankedhim for his work,
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and hoped they would have his support and guidancefor many
years to come.

Mrs, F. A. Simonds, O.B,E., seconded the resolution, which

was carried with acclamation.

The chaimian, in response,expressedgratitude_for the help
which he received from his co-directors,Major Ashby In particular,
and also from the departmentalmanagers, the staff_and the em»

ployees during these times of very great stress difficulty. He
only hoped that by this time next year they might meet under
happier conditions. Work becamemore onerous,and they seemed

to meet with more snagsevery day, He realised that those

responsible for receiving and Carrying ont whatever decisions he

might make Carried them out in the best spirit, even if they
happenedto disagreewith them. Everybody in the brewery had
worked wonderfully. He only hopedthat thosewho were carrying
the burden in the breweryto-day might be relieved of some of lt
by this time next year through the return of some of their young

men.

INTERESTING FACTS CONCERNING H. & G. SIMONDS
A.R.P.

l-IEAnQUARTi;Rs.

The efiieieney of l-LQ. has, during the past twelve nionths.
been well maintained. The volunteer staff carry out their duties
keenly andwell. Eachman hasa rota of duty setout for hl.m which

is strictly adhered to and soensuresa smooth worklng_of the post,
The log book is kept up to date so that the person taking overeen
seeat a glance exactly what has been happeningduring his absence.
Contact is maintained with the observation posts the whole time

hostile aircraft is in the vicinity, so flint should oniek action to

take cover be necessarythe warning can be given immediately.

NRE BRIGADL

During the past three monthsthe auxiliary firemenhave been

undergoing an examination which, to put it mildly, has been

severe. The examination papers were drawn up by Capt. l)rew€r
Chief Officer Aust and Mr. Crisp, and contained the following I#

Fire Drill, Wardens Drill, Elementary First Aid, Knowledge
of Gases,Knowledge of Fire Postsand Equipment,and
Vital Points of the Brewery.
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The men have proved their worth and results have been very
satisfactory. This opinion hasbeen endorsedby Capt. Drewe who
Carried out a good number of tests personally. As the tests were
difficult a minimum of 50 per cent. was required to pass. The
highest marks obtained was 84 per cent. and lowest 53 per cent.
All the auxiliary firemenhave been drafted into the regularauxiliary
brigade end are beingfitted with uniforms.

l-‘iRs'r AID POST.

Here also the firm can feel everyConfidence in the abilities of

this branch of the serviceto do all tllat may be required of them.
They have already had several casualtiesto deal with, including a

serious road accident. Their efficiency in this Case received high
praise ironi the police and public. Mr. Kent endMr. Howellskeep
their staff at a high standardof proficiency and tlleir First Aid
Post is Certainly a credit to the firm,

SPOTTERS,

These boys havebeen going aheadsteadily in gainingknowledge
of aircraft. They have been properly trained by Mr. Gleave, the
lecturer in charge of this region. All have passedtheir tests and
received Certificatesto this effect, Capt, Drewe hasallotted a room
to them so that they canhold lectures and discussionsas frequently
as possible in order to improve their knowledge of this difficult
task. Mr. Crisp has arranged weekly lectures and discussions,
Last month a record of their work was put before the Board of
Directors which was Well received and commended. They have
also been thankedby the other spottersorganisationsin the borough
for their co-operationin identifying aircraft. A letter from the
Regional Alarm Officer speakswell of their work.

DECUNTAMINATION.

The membersof this party ere well trained in their arduous
duties and can be rclied upon to be on the spot wllen Called, This
is in no small measuredue to the untiringefforts of their leader,
Mr. Venner.

TELEPHONE WARDENS.

Tliese people, although their efforts are perhaps the least
spectacular, do a great deal to ensure speedand accuracy at their
posts, often for long spells, especially at week-ends.
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Tllere are manyothers, too numerousto mention now, wllo have
done, and are still doing splendid work. They deserve all the
praise and encouragementthat can be given to them.

iikaxcl-liss.

ltlagnilieent tvurlr has been dana by the A.R.l=. personnelat

certain el our Branches dnnng actual enemy air attacks, and it is
hoped to deal more hilly with their achievementsin a future issue.

Noni.

Mr. Lawrencetells me that a scheme for Fire Watchers is
being preparedand that he will shortly be calling for volunteers.
He would also be glad to receive the names ol any employeeswho
would like to assist in roof spotting.

Mr. w. .r. cr-isp. who hasbeen attachedto our
Headquartersstan, as iristruetdr, since last

summer.
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THE CAPTAIN AND HIS SHIP.

It is the sad duty of a newspaper, particularly in time ot war,
to chronicle many tragedies,at sea, on land, and in the air. Among
them, from time to time,are those of the loss of ships at sea, events
which in the nature oi things are only too often accompaniedby

regrettableloss oi lite, The casualtiesthen recordedmay include
the captain of the lost ship. It is inevitable that this should
occasionallybe so, but there is no foundation whatever for the tale
that it is the invariahle rule. Yet whenever it docs happen e

number of people are moved to write letters to the Press~asany
editor's bag cantestify-protestingagainst the sway of the alleged
tradition that " the captainmust ge downwith his ship."

It seemsdesirable,in order to save much unnecessarypain to

those who may have lust a father, lnishand, or son in this way, to

paint put with all the emphasisat commandthat among seamen
there is no such tradition. It seems to have been the inventionoi

the sentimentalnovelist, liprrewetl and adaptedfor his pivn purposes
by the sensational reporter. Traditions of the sea, indeed, there
arc. There is much that is noblebut nothing that is theatrical or
sentimental about them, and never could they be quoted as

responsiblefor a uselesssacrifice. Thatwhich governs the conduct
of the captainof a shipat all times, in triumph or disaster, is that
his duty makes him responsiblefer the safety of his shipand her
company-putin that order not because thingsare more valuable
than men butbecause to ensurethe safety of the ship is the best
way to ensurethat of all on board. That duty dictates that he
shall not leavc her while a possibility remains that human effort
can save her. Unless he is disabled, l\is qualifications no lcssthan
his dutydictate that he shall direct that eifort, But, ii and when

the moment corrlcs for him to give the order “ Abandon ship," the
ships company take the place of the ship herself as his first care,
and there is no tradition that canrelieve him oi that responsibility.

The captain indeed may ge downwith his ship. He on whom

tho heaviest responsibility rests must inevitably be mere exposed
to dangerthan mostof these under his direction. But, if he does,
it is the perils of the sea that are responsiblefor the lass of a life

more valuable than many others, not a theatrical tratlitian which
has no existence in reality. Such a death is no uselesssaerifiee
rt is the end oi a hero who gives his life at the call oi duty in the

att of providing fer the saiety of those committed to his charge.

The Times.


