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MR. W. VENNER.
Holding the presentposition ot Foreman of Transport, Mr, W.

Venner has a line record of 33 years' service behindhim, the whole
period ot which has been spentin connection with the transport.

In the days when horse vehicles were the solemeans of delivery
and about loo horses were employedat Reading,Mr. Venner worked
in the stablesand subsequentlywas placed in charge of a very fine
pair of bays. He took part in several large an-ny manoeuvre
contractslor the supply of beer to the troops and recalls one large
camp at Binegar, Somerset, when it rained incessantly and the
camp was a sea of mud and water up to the traces of the horses
but, in spite of the terrible conditions, Mr. Venner neverlailed to
deliver the goods and earned a reputation for reliability in earnp
and manoeuvrework.

Later, when mechanical transport was introduced, lllr. Venner
was given charge of one of the first lorries and, aftera long spell
ot driving, was appointediorenian of a very large fleet of vehicles
of various descriptions. At the present time the loading and
prompt despatchoi transport is of ever-increasingimportance by
reasonof the serious reduction in the number of drivers called to
the Colours which, combined with the black~out, has presented
tremendoushandicapsand has taxed the {oreman's capabilitiesto
the utmost, The difficulties can only he fully realized by actually
seeing the loadingbays and yard packed with lorries endeavouring
to get on the road in the early morning hours. The goodteuowship
of the transportstaff and the efficiency of the departmentowe much
to Mr. Vennei"Stact andCl0S<= attention to his job.

Prior to joining the Firrn in roots, Mr. Venner served in the
Royal Field Artillery and was transferred to the Royal Garrison
Artillery during the last war, when he figured in several big
engagements,notably the Somme, Arras, Passchendacleand Neuvc
Chapelle. He was awarded the Military Modal for braveryin the
Field.

ln his early army days, Mr. Venner was a fine boxer and twice
reached the last round of the initldle-weight championshipof the
British Army.

He is well known locally as the trainerof the BreweryTransport
tug-of-war team, who have won many contests. His great
enthusiasinis alwayscommunicatedto the teani who readily obey
his rigorous trainingrules.

Mr. Venner is in charge of thc A_R_P_ decontaminationsquad
at the Brewery and takes his dutiesvery seriously. He is generous
in his praisesof the personneland regards them as a " fine lot of

men, willing andhard working in their efforts to become efficient."
Under his leadership, thc training is oarried out upon stern
systematic lines, approaching the conditions which would be
experiencedin a real gas attack. In the event of neoessity,every
reliance couldbe placed upon Mr. Venner andhis squad in carrying
out their work oi rescue and cleansingvictims of gas attack.
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Take zz little wine for thy stomach’ssake and thine aft
infirmilies.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By C. H P.)

THE SIREEN.

A eerresnendentin the New statesmanmakes the interesting
point that " the housewife, the rnilkman, and the bus eonduetoi-
are right in their pronunciation of sireen. They put the accent

where the ancient creelrs put it-on the last syllable." This, of
course, is true, for the Greek word hasa long " e " but it reniains a
puzzle why the more orthodox Englishpronunciation of siren, which
atleastgoes back as far as Milton‘s " Blest pair of sirens," should
have been suddenly discarded by such a large section of the
population. The eerrespondenrssuggestionthat the pronunciation
of sircen rnay have been brought to the East Loudon public by
Greek sailors seenis,perhaps, a little far-fetehed.

WHERE HE WAs Bolyh.

A little boy who went to school for the Iirst tirne returned home
and his father asked him how he liked it. " 1t‘s all right, but they
ask too many questions," said the lad. "First they asked me
where you were horn and1 told there. Then they asked me where
mother was horn and l told them. But when they asked nie where
1 was horn l had to tell rt lie. l dicln't want to say1 vasborn in
the \’Vomen's Hospital and have them think l was a sissy, so l
tnltl them it was in the \\'c~mblc} st.tdiurn_

THE Grmckk PAID.

A commercial traveller called upon a grocer, and at the samc
time a poor woman enteredsoliciting alms. The grocer,wishing to
play a joke on the traveller, told the wonian " to askthe boss,"at
the same time pointing to thc other man.

The traveller, turningto the grocer, who was a very small man,
said " Boy, give this poor woman sirpenee out of the till."

The grocer paid.
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THE Fnzsr BANANAS.

Bananas, on which the importation ban necessitatedby war
conditions will be universally regretted,were almostunknown here
until the middle of the nineteenthcentury. Their introductionto

this country was due to Sir JosephPaxton, designer of the Crystal
Palaceand of the famous glasshouseat Chatsworth,where he _was

head gardener to the Duke of Devonshire, Among the rarities
cultivated at Chatsworth was a banana palm and Paxtcnsson,
observinghow much its fruit was appreciatedby the Dukes guests,
had the inspiration of importing a cargo of bananasand giving
away some i.n the streets ot London as an advertisement,

FIRST AID PARTY.

One of the membersof the First Aid Party at the Brewery,
Mrs. Witney, of the General Office, hasjust obtained her " Senior"

First Aid Certificate (st. John AmbulanceAssociation). She also
holdsthe st. John Cadet Nursing and First Aid certifreates.

A FINE ORGANlZATIoN.

From time to time I havepublished notes regardingthe firm's
A.R.P, organization,but it was not until a week or so ago that I

actually had personal contactwith the various parties. When the
Order for fire-watching of businesspremiseswas issued  offered
my services and was appointedoneof the wardensof a night shift

of watchers. Wishing to acquaintmyself with the working of the
organizationI visited Mr. C. G, Laurence at the A.R.P. Office

and found him surroundedwith charts, lists of personneland rotas.
The latter were mostinterestingand showed the exact number of

volunteersdetailedeach night from every department. The actual
names of watchers are furnished by heads of departmentseach
morning and are then filled in on the rotasheets. There are I1 of

these rotas, eight for nights, one for Saturdayafternoon,one for
Sunday morning, and the remaining one for Sunday afternoon,
Each volunteer does a shift once in eight days. Mr. Laurence
informed me that the total number of fire-watchers is approxi»

mately 5oo, comprising 450 males and 50 females.

TI-rE SLEEPING Berrrr-rs.

I next visited the sleepingberths, which are situated various
parts of the Brewery near the watchers’ posts. A folding bed,
mattress, two pillows and blankets are provided for each watcher.
To cater for these people a canteenhas been opened in the Social
Club, which is now open seven days a week. I found the men
enjoying themselvesat games of cards, darts, billiards,etc.
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My next visit was in companywith Mr. H. Aust, the Chief
Fire Officer, who conductedme around the whole of the watchers'

posts, fire posts, fire station, first aid station,etc. Frankly I wasamazedat the vastnessand thoroughnessof the whole organization,
which has been built up and is now so efficiently run by Captain
A, S. Drewe, the Firm’s A.R,P. Controller, and Mr. C. G. Laurence,
the A.R.P. Officer.

" THE FAITH TI-IAT ls IN US."

The proved competenceof the R.A.F. is only one source of
the faith that is in us, says oar Empire. That faith first found
confident expressionat Dunkirk, when the RAF. and the long-shoremenof the English coast delivered the B.E.F. from Naziclutches. It grew during the " Battle of Britain," when British
homes and the people within them were riven from the sky~and
the natien'sspirit flared up to a white intensity. It becamerefined
and strengthenedin the furnaces which lit the night sky above adozcn_of our eities ltreaehodthe superlative degree when theImperial Army ln the Middle East took the offensive and replaced
dire peril by overwhelming victory.

It has its roots in a national unity such as our history hasnever known before; it is buttressedby confidence in a dauntless
leader it is founded upon the profound conviction of free menthat no power can permanentlyenslave the world. ln that faith
we are preparedto die. In that faith we shall nur, because it willgive us the strength, the eourage and tl\e ahilirv to wipe out the
evil thing.

FAI rl-I AND WORKS,

Yet it is still true that "faith without works is dead." Our
faith has producedmaterialfruits to reinforce powerfully the " sure
shield " of our defence at sea. Great Britain is garrisonedby anarmy-now well-trained and well-equipped-of r,5oo,ooo men.
Behind that arrny is the even larger force of the Home Guard,
ready to rlea_l_with German paraehutists. In the streets of our
cities the civilian fire-watchers have already found the answer to
the incendiarybomb. In factories throughout the country menandwoman toll day and night to forge the instrumentsof victory.
But unconsciouslyperhaps, as is the case with long-established
habit--we draw the main material reasonfor our faith from the
Royal Navy.

The British Empire lives by sea power. As is well known,
sea powerwas the basis of General Wavell`s victory in the Westem
Desert. Supremacyat seaalone guaranteesour food our immunity

_L r
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from Sllccessful invajion mu asslmmccof ultimate \-icmfy. Hmm'
is under no illusion. Hr musl srnnsh our Navy, by dive-1>0mb<»f
and Submarine,belorc nl- mn bring us to our kms. we have no

doubt rw will ny; bm mu- mul remains Mmely \\namp;\af.~@|.

ALIVE OR DEAD

lm »vf>m~»<1Y10<>1<m,; mlm vm walkmg uimlc>=ly flu-0u,;\\ the
mfgu dmammml Hof.-, looking tlmnrwglxly lost.

“ Can I holp you, sir? " n=kvd the msxstzlnt,

“ \\ ell," answerml the man, "I know it soundssilly, but for
the life of me I can't remembervvlmtlxcr I nuns in to get rl camisole
ur a casserolm."

" Qmte simple, Sir," Sam uk- asmlalll. " 15 me lurd alive bf
may "

CAPTAIN L. A. smoxns.
'lhmngml u.<»s\¢ columns wc Offer Captain I.. A. Simondsour

hearty congratulatmns on his promotion to the funk oi slam
Caplan, ~ A " in uw South Ellswn <`ommnn<l.

fialiglon shoulb be n skeermg wheel not a spare tyre.  
+ ; ,rg-§
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PILOT OFFICER l-l. M, P. ASIIBY.
we my plm>ed to anmm\<¢l» um uf. H. M. P. ,\>m>,, whose

pllologfapll Appl-31-5 ahovq m mf unlfoml UI11 scfgml Pxlot, has
ncvccntly Vlmn gmml H n.mnnM\Q.1 and lmszLss\1n10rltl1<:rank ol
PM ofnm.

'Pilot omgff Ashhl ,I-mlly usiled the Blow:-ry prior to

lcavxng fn; 3 <1»S¢lm¢ mlm., and mm-ld many sincere Qongmluulr
mn; on ms pmnlolwn.
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from successful invaeion our assuranceoi ultimate victory. Hirlrr
is under no illusion. Hu must srnnsh our Navy, by rlive-ho|nb<>r
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doubt hr will try hut our iaith remains >ercnely\\nimp;iirvd.

ALIVE Ora DEAD?

rum rrrnrrrcrirlwksrrg mlm vm walking rrrmlmirv rlrr-rrrrglr me
large drprrrrrrmrrrrrl .mn-, looking limrorrglrly 1051.

~ crm I hrlp yorr, rm " rr=k.~rl ure Mrsrrrrrl,

“ \’l ell," answerml the man, "I know it soundssilly, hut for
the life of me I can't remember\vl»r-tlicr I nuns in to get rr camisole
ur a casserole."

" Qrrrle simple, sir," said ure- mslrrrrr. " Is ure hrrrl alive br
may "

CAPTAIN L. A. smoxns.
'llrrrrrrgxr thusre rolrrrrrrrr wr Offer Captain 1.. A. srrrrrmis our

lrenrry corigmtulations on his promotion to ure rank oi surf
caplrrrrr ~ A " in url sorrnr Errslrrrr Cornrrrrrnrl.

not a spare tyre

 fialiglon shoulb lac n steering wheel. QB
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PILOT OFFICER l-I. M. P. ASIIBY.
we rrrr plmsvd lo rrrrrmrrrrrr um nr. H. M. P. ,\5\,\>,, Whose

plrolrrgmpir rrpprars above rn ure rrmfrlrrrr Ur rr srrgrarrl Prior,has
rcvccntly Vbrrrr grrrrrrrrl U mrrrrrrbrrrrrr ml im rrmrrrrrrl thc rank ul
Prlor offrrrr.

'Pilot Offigmr Aslihi r<-mrlly mired urr Bmrr-r~y prior to

lrmng for 3 rlrsuml Swlmrr and rrrrrr-ru rrrrmy srrrcrrr rongmruur
mn; on Ins prrrmouorr.
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" GODALMIXG "

Of lm l lll\<l@l~l00l< .l plmglllg job
-To cudlllllllng on l1l.<lm¢§§bring; Wm
(For now and thu-n lm Wa to mlm ll 'hub
Tllu' Wm IQ l»»l~m~<l 'ng plllml wall, nnrl Smal.

A lflllfllw of ¢l.l~ ,gmllvsl joy ll wlll
llpllall and llnwll, thru' lmmlflg lllgll ml low

Anll all [lm lovelwr ll Iookvd, bccausc~
mms; llw lllmlgcapl- lay Imgulllffl Snllw

The wild pint woodsand Irozlsn wntcn wollnrl
"Nl-rllh bmnclms that in §iIuncl~ sprl-srl to mcct

Anll muffled by thv mow was l~\'vry sound
Of \\'l\cl~\s, and ll<»l'=l»<` honvvs, and llumlln Im-t,

low-<1 lullill mlml'-<'\'cl'\' lllll zuld lll Il

Thu flosty fi<-Id> the iciclcw (Im riml-
,mrl at my <lQ~llmlil»n, §u~mlg<» to fell,
I llmllzlgml to :\l’ri\'\~ on scllvdlllc tllnc

Then ln lrft my klndlv cI\cl\l`> door
-»\Vhl~n lmnlmvard with ll Imppy hmrr I turned,
The scvnv lm Qml ll|»i,;llIl~l~ fllull l><»f0fl»

V»'llllst in the wus( 1| vllntvl' snmet h\ll'n<‘d

Almm um mp fllmlglll lol- "ml, ll .llly
-To toll the fmlll, lllmk lllmlll ll ,lf
-The mnugcs,flll» »lf.»llm<_ uw Spllml.-Q ,mv
-Tllf little bln llf lwlllll, mlm mm

Amr lm .»m..<l.m, if my \\<,lk Wm Ilmr,
l ~l.l~llg mv Sl\<>lll¢l<~l'f, mln; ~ .ll-W- mlllll
~ l>l~ll@lml; pmlles ll. Um-a \\~l-.-l<, llppwlf
“ \V|\<-rn hllsinoss canwlth p1l~_l<\llx~ be c\ml\>llll»l\,"

S, E. ll>l.l_lNs.
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY c.l-l.P.).

THE MONTH or MAl<cn.

LAxNEss IN nooks' Dolvllzsric RUI_Es.

March certainly came in like a lion this year and let us llope

that the month will go out like a lamb for we have had a surfeit

of cold winds. How appropriate are the following lines to this

month and these stormy times:-
March month is come with rush androar
He hammersat thc quiveringdoor

The forest bends beneath the rain,

The harsh hail crackleson the pane.

or ie sr

The storm is loud, but not alone

That shout was battle warl‘ior's trlnlz

The voiee thatshook yon stormy sky
Was haughty1-;ngland's signal cry

RDOKS BUSY BUILDING.

On every hand, in spite of the hiting winds, there are signs

and soundsof spring. The roolts are busy with their nests and

you oan gain a good view of them carrying out their huilding

operations ii you visit our sports ground and watch them at worlt

on the trees in the adjoining park. They arc very noisy, and if

you keep them under close observation you will notice mueh that

will interest and puzzle you, often more than two birdswill visit

onenest and the same bird will visit more than one nest, There

is evidentlysome laxness in the domestic rulesoi a rooltery.

TAKE YOUR PAr<1’NERs, PLEASE!

The great Mt; of Nature would appear to have ealled upon

au and sundry to " take your partners,please " At all events,

mostof the birds havealready mated and no doubt there arc even

now nests in many a hcdgerowor bank, for blackbirds, thrushcs,
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missel thrushes,hedgesparrowsand robins are very early builders,
The chaifinches have the curious habit of flocking together in the

winter and you may see them in their hundreds,hut the hirds of

one flock will be all males, and those of anotherall females. Why
the males and icmales thus separateduring the winter months
was ever a mystery to mc. But now they have changedall that
for the summer seasonand we shall soon see their exquisite nests
composed of wool and moss and lichen, lined with feathers, hair

and down. And ere this month is out we should see and hear the

little chiti-cllaif, andalso tht* sand»mar£in. I am very much afraid
the latter will not have much chanceof building in the sandpits
adjoining our sports ground. These birds have nested there in

great numbers in former years but the sand is now beingutilised
for the purposesof war, and these poor little brown hirds will have
to seek other sites wherein to make their homes,

scmzelri' or LoNc-TAILED rrrs.

For many years now I have found the nest of the long-tailed
tit in March but I greatly fear that the very severe winter of

I93g»4o did many oi these artistic little nest-builders to death.
During the winter months the long-tailed tits keep together in

familiar parties, only separatingin the spring at the call of Cupid,
I fear that in the winter referred to, jack Frost fastenedhis cruel
fingers around their long tails and held thorn fast unto death. In
any case, I have only seen a very few of these charminglittle birds
since. Last year I visited three districts where for the past forty
years I have always rasily diseoveredtheir wonderful nests,but
last spring there was none to he seen.

rlsrllxo

The eoarsefishing seasonclosedfrom March 15th to June 15th,
inclusive. I tried my luck in the Thameson thc last Sundayof

thc season (March oth), I went well providedwith ampleground
bait and a good supply of livrly red worrns that 1 had hardened
oii for weeks in moss. But when I arrived I iourld the water as

thick as soup and flowing very fzlst. The conditions wcrc all
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against good fishing. I did succeedin finding a bit of an eddy
where the water was only about two ieet deep, and here tried my
luck. 1 threw in ground bait, attacheda few gentles to my hook,
while on another line I had a nice Worm. On at willow tree the

other side oi the water a couple of old crows were courting. They
nested elose by last year and will doubtlessdo so again this. A

spottedwoodpeckerwas hammeringaway in a nearby elm. Three
kingfishers sat, all in a row, close to the water's edge and-rude
little things-turnedtheir backs to me But I was glad they did
so, for whenthe sunburst iorth for a short period it pitched right
on these birds, making their azure bluebacks ilash like jewels rich

and rare, the colouring being all the more brilliant by reason ot

the sombre background. Later on, they turned round and tlleir
chestnutbreasts were hardly discernible. Then they began to

argue, and it was evidently a ease of two‘s company, throo's a

eruwd, for spring is here The argumentbecamevery heated and
ended in one of the males angrily chasing away the other and soon
returning to claim his iuture bride. A tortoiscshellbutterfly flew

along to the fence, where it alighted, throwing open its wings to

reap the lull advantagenf the warm rays of the sun, I threw in

anotherhandful of ground bait, for " little and often " is my motto
in thus trying to get the fish together round the food in which

my hook is embedded. But it was all to no purpose-atleast so

far as catching fish was concerned-forthough I fished from about
8 a.m. to r p.m. I did not catch a fish. I did not even have a

“ bite."

NEVER-FAILING suimcr or lNTErtl:sT.

Every page of the great Book of Nature seems brimful ol

information, particularly in the spring, and the birds and little
beastiesare a never-failingsourceof interest. Take the youngrabbits
and hares, lor instance. It seemscurious at iirst sight that while
young rabbits are born blind, helpless andnaked, leverets from the
moment of their birth are perfect little harcs in every detail, as

E. Kay Robinson so truly says. This illustrates the wise provision
oi Nature to suit the habits and circumstancesof haresand their

'1`i-ir Hor LEAF Gazlirrli. 201

methods of bringing up their young. For one thing, were leverets
born roatless they would quickly perish ol cold, whereasbaby
rabbits lic snugly till they are iully olothed in a eosy nest of dry
grass, lined with iur from their mothers breast, underground,
unlike leverets,who are cradled from iirst to last with thc heavens
for their root,

xATuRE's rohcrl-iouoi-rr.

The fact that the eyes ot leverets are open from birth is a

further instance of Nziture’s forethought, devised indirectly to

lessen their many dangers to which baby bunnies are not exposed.
To minimise the risks oi her family, the doe hare does not keep

her youngfor long in onespot-thebirth form-but disposesthem
separately in what are known as suckling forms. Now, as it can
scarcelybe Credited to a hare that she is able to rememberhow
many little ones she has to provide for, the use of their eyes, it is
suggested,is given them to enable them to recognise the approach
of their mother.

'mki-: so calms on woiuuiis Ti-llama.

The primroses are out and so are the blue and the White

violets, as well as many other blooms to beautify the countryside.
The bird choir adds joy and gaiety to the scene, So let us away
for a few hours to the woods and byways where peace and joy
still are tu be found.

VVhen in tho eountry, breathethe air,

But takc no cares or worries there
Then, be it wood, hill, stream,or tide,
You'll gain full goodfrom eountry-side.
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THE LESSON OF THE DAY,
-‘lr is e gloomy moment in nierory. Nei fer meny years-

noi in the lifetime of must mvn who rvatl lnie paper-hasthere
been so mneli gravn and deep epprelrrneien;never bee ine future
Seemed ee ineelenlnble as at line timc. In our own country lliere
is universal eemmereinlproeimlibn and penie, and thousandb oi

onr poorest ielleweeilizene ere inrnerl enl against the epprodelnng
winter witlionl einplnyment, dnrl without elle prospect of ie.

In Emnee rne political enldren seelliee and bubbles with
uncertainty Rneein nnnge, as nenel, like o elonrl, dark ond silent,
upon ine lrerizen of Enione; wlrile all ine energies,reoonreee end
inllneneee of ine Bririen Empirr arc sorely tried, and yer to be
tried more sorely, in eopirig with the vast and deadly Indian
inenrreefion, ond with ite disturbed relations in clnnn.

It is e solemn momenr, ond no man canfeel an indiiferenee
(wlrieb, happily, no man pretendsto feel) in the issue oi eyenle.

OI ein own troubles no man een See elle end. Tliey are
fortunzitvly as yer, mainly commercial,enrl if we ere only to lose
money enrl by painful poverty to be nlnglil wisdom, thc wierlem
of honour of inilli, of sympathy nnrl of elinrny, no man need
eerienely to deepen And yet, the very lrosle to be rieli, wlneli
is the oeeoeion of ini; wideepreod eeilemiry, noe also tendud to
tlrstroy ine moral forcrs willr wlnrli we ore tu resist enrl onbdne
ine calzlnlity."

W/zelz you feed z/nr ,ibm/e how mon did you be,-gm to questian or

your mind as fu w/Let/wr “ Thu Lesson fl/ Z/le Day " rrferrad to t/w
present lime?

A ulually lllx abmw arlicle is raprifztad from “ H1/lf{>er's l'1"efkQv,"
Vol, I, page 642, nj' the issue dale/1 October mth, 1857 (N3 years llgu).

Verily, hieiory yepeezemem

The pliblbgrepli opposite eliewe thc wee: of England tcarn
(brgnnieednnil enpinined by llie Rev. Peter laroele) being introe

duced, by Mr, Brook, to thi* Lorrl lvlnyer oi Bristol at llie start
of the molen. copioin R. sl jolrn Quarry, one of enr esteemed
Directors, is insi olrnlring nenrle with the Meyer. Thcrc were fonr
internntieneleplaying-genre ere in this picture -and proeneolly
all the olnerewere eillier ~ trials " or eenntyplayers. Unfortunately
thc Vlfest of En,gl2ln<'l were beaten,after a thrilling and hard match,
27%. Tliey also playedoxierrl University, ond after 45 minutcs
eeeli woy, age began tu eell on llre west of England side!

On the following seinrilny, Captain Quarry wee againplaying
for the West of England against Bristol Supporters,

The last match was in aid of thc* Rod Cross and made quite
2| lot of money,
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