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MR. W. VENNER
Holding the gl il B by Mr. W.
Venner has a fine record of 33 years’ service behind him, the whole
period of which has been spent i connection with the transport
In the days when horse vehicles were the sole means of delivery
and about 100 horses were employed at Reading, Mr. Venner worked
in the stables and subsequently was placed n clage o 2 very fine

pair e took part in several large army manoeuvre
contracts for lhe Suppl\ of ber o the troops

camp at Binegar, S when it rained incessa

SEE el e the traces of the

P
Tt In spite of the tereible conditions, Mr. Vemmer nover filed
deliver the goods i repatation for relishility in cussp
nd manoenvre work.

when mechanical transport was introduced, Mr. Venn

was gm-n ’ charge T e long spell
of driving, was appointed foreman of a very large fleet of vehicles
of va.nous descriptions. At the present time_ the loading and
prompt despatch of transport is of ever- mcleasmg )mpcr(znce by
mber rs calle d l

has
the utmst, The dificulties can only be fully realized by zc!un.lly
secing the loading bays and )ard packed with lorries endeavouring
10 get on the road in the early morning hours. The good fellowship
of the transport staff and e efficiency of the department owe much
er's tact and close attention to his jol
Prior to joining the Firm in 1908, Mr. Venner served in the
Royal Ficld Artillery and was transferred to the Royal Garrison
Artillery during the last war, when he figured in several big
engagements, notably the Somme, Arras, Passchendacle and Neuve
Chapelle. He was awarded the Military Medal for bravery in the
Field.
o b early army dags Mo Venter vz fne buset aod twice
t round of the middle-weight championship of the

He is well known locally as the trainer of the Brewery Transport
tu feam, who bave won many contesis. His grea
enthusiasm ys communicated to the team who readily obey
i rigorots iuie ik

s in charge of the A.R.P. decontamination squad
at the Brewery and takes his duties very seriously.

out their work of rescue and cleansing victims of gas attack.
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Take a little wine for thy stomack’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

CHAT f;um

THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
(By C.HP)
THE SIREEN.

correspondent in the New Statesman makes the interesting
pmnl that “ the housewife, the milkman, and the bus conductor
dre it in their prontnciation of sirer They put the accent
where the ancient Greeks put it-—on the last s\llable This,
Cnumc is true, for the Greek word has a lon; ; but it remains a
puazle why the more orthodox English brontinciation of siren, which
least goes back as far as Milton’s * Blest pair of sirens,
.8 gl e R g e of the
population. ~ The correspondent's suggestion that the pronarciation
of sireen may have been brought to the East London public by
Greck sailors seems, perhaps, a little far-fetched. h

Warre HE Was Bogx.

tle boy who went o shoo or the it time turned home
a0 a ekt how e lked t, 1t all igh, but they
ask too many questions,” said the ‘it they hsked. m
el i R R T
mother was born and I told them. But when they asked me where

T was born I had to tell a lie. I didn't want to say I wvas bum in
the Women's Hn‘pl(al and have them think I was a o 1
told them it was in the Wembley Stadium.

THE GROCER PAID.

A commercial travele calld upon a grocer, and at the siie
time a poor woman entcred soliciting alms. * The grocer, wishing to
play a joke on the e e boss,” at
the same time pointing to the other man.

The traveler, turning to the grocer, who was & very small man,
said : “ Boy, give this poor woman sixpence out of the till.”

The grocer paxd.
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THE FIRST BANANAS.

Bananas, on which the importation ban necessitated by war
conditions will be universally regretted, were almost unknown here
until the middle of the nineteenth century. Their introduction to
this country was due to Sir Joseph Paxton, designer of the Crystal

uch its fruit was appreciated by the Duke's guests,
had the mspmmon of importing a cargo of bananas and giving
away some n the streets of London s an advertisement,

FiRst AIb PARTY.

of the members of the First Aid Party at the Brewery,
Mis. Witney, of the General Office, has just obtained her “ Senior
First Aid Crtificate (St John n Ambulance Association). She al
holds the St. John Cadet Nursing and First Aid Certificates.

A FINE ORGANIZATION.
From time to time I have published notes regarding me firm's
AR.P. organization, but it was not until a week or so ago that I
actually had personal contact with the various partics. When the
Order for fire-watching of business premises was issued I offered
my services and was appointed one of the wardens of a night shift
of watchers,” Wishing to acquaint myslf wih the working of the
organization T visited . G. Laurence at the AR.P. Office
and found him surm\mdv:d with charts, lists of personnel and rotas.

ing and are then filled in on the rota sheets. There are IT of
these rotas, <ight for nights, one for Saturday afteroon, one for
Sunday moming, and the_temaining one for Sunday aftern
Each volunteer docs a shift once in igh
informed me that the total number of
mately oo, comprsing 450 males and 50 female.

THE SLEEPING BERTHS.
Tnext visted the locping berth, which are situated in various
parts of the Brewery near the watchers’ posts. A folding bed,
Teattrcss, two pillows and blankets are provided for cach Tatcher
To cater for these people a canteen has been opened in the S
e
enjoying themselves at games of cards, darts, billiards, etc.
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y next visit was in company with Mr. H. Aust, the Chief
Fire Omcu', who conducted me around the whole of the watchers’
posts, fire posts, fire station, first aid station, etc. Frankly I was
amazed at the vastness and thoroughness of the whole organization,
which has been built up and is now 0 effciently run by Captain

 Dreye, the Fimr's AR P. Controllr, and M. C. G. Yaurence,
e AR ot

“Tue Farr Trar Is In Us.”

The proved competence of the R.A.F. is only one source of
the faith that is in us, says Our Empire. That faith first found
confident expression at Dunkirk, when the R.AF, and e long
shoremen of the Englith coast, delivered.the B i
clutches. Tt grew during the * Battle of Britain,” when Brit
homes and the people within them were riven from the sky-and
the nation’s spirit flared up to a white intensity. It bec.xm: rcﬁned
and strengthened in the furnaces which lit the night
dozen of our cities, It reached the superlative degree when the
Imperial Army in the Middle East took the offensive and ieblacon
dire peril by overwhelming victor

It has its roots in a national unity such as our history has
never known before ; it is buttressed by confidence in a dauntless
leader ; 1t s founded upem the profound conviction of free men
that 7o power can permanently enslave the world. In that faith
we are prepared to die. In that faith we shall Jine, becase it wil
give us mc e strength, the courage and the ability fo wipe out the
evil thin;

Farrs ANp Works.

is still true that “ faith without works is dead.”
faith has pmduccd material fruits to reinforce powerfully
shield” of our defence at sea. Great Britain is garrisoned by an

v welltrained and wellequipped-—of 1,500,000

e army is the cven lager force of the Home Guard,
rcarl\ to deal erman parachutists. In the streets of our
Sllea i Vs e arahe it already found the answer to
the incendiary bomb. In factories throughout the country men
and women il day nd night 10  forge the instruments of victory.
But unconsciously perhaps, as is the case with long-established
habit—we draw the main material reason for our faith from the
Royal Navy.

The British Empire lives by sca power. As is
sea power was the basis of General Wavell victory in the Weetan:
Desert. Supremacy at sea alone guarantees our food ; our immunity
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from successful invasion ; our assurance of ultimate victory. Hitler
is under no illusion. He must smash our Navy, by dive-bomber
and submarine, before he can bring us to our knees. We have no
doubt he will try ; but our faith r serencly unimpaired.

Auve O DEAD?

he worried-looking man was walking
large departmental store, looking thoroughly lo:

lessly through the

“Can I help you, sir? " asked the assistant.

Well,” answered the man, T know it sounds silly, but for
the life of me I can’t remember whether I came in to get a camisole
sserol

orac A

said the assistant. * Is the bird alive or

Quite simple, sir,’
dead? ™

CAPTAIN L. A. SIMONDS.
Through these_columns we offer Captain L. A. Simonds our
hearty congratulations on his promotion to_the rank of Staff
Captain A ” in the South Eastern Command.

24

Y=

Neligion should be a steering wheel,

not a spare tyre.
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PILOT OFFICER H. M. P. ASHBY.

We are pleased to announce that Mr. H. M. P. Ashby, whose
ph(rlm;i'l.\]hm appears above in the uniform of a Sergeant Pilot, has
recently been granted a Commission and has assumed the ran)
moentiyibe has assumed the rank of

ilot. Officer Ashby recently visited the Brewery prior

to
kv\\mg for a distant station and received many sincere congratula-
nons on his promotion
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PILOT OFFICER H. M. P. ASHBY,

We are pleased to announce that Mr. H. M. P. Ashby, whose

phnlo;l.\]hm appears above in the uniform of a Sergeant Pilot, has
recently been granted a Commission and has assumed the ran)

moentlyibes has assumed the rank of

Pilot Officer Ashby recently visited the Brewery prior t
leaving for a distant station and received many sincere congratula-
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“ GODALMING

Df late T undertook a pleasing job
—To Godalming on business being scnt

(For now and then it's good to earn a "bob
The' soon as carned 't parted with and spent).

A journey of the greatest joy it
Uphill and dows, thro' hamlets high and low

Andall the lovelier it looked, because

Across the landscape lay unsullied snow.

The road past woods and frozen waters wound
*Neath branches that in silence spread to meet
sound

And muifled by the snow was ever
Of wheels, and horses’ hooves, and human feet.

I loved cach corner—every hill and dell
The frosty fields—the icicles—the rime

And at my destination, strange to tell,

T managed to arrive on schedule time

Then as I left my kindly client’s door
—When homeward with & happy heart [ tumed,
The scene was even brighter than before

Whilst in the west a winter sunset burned,

About that trip T thought for many 2 day

ell the truth, I think about it yet !

Thhe ‘Cottages, th streams, the sparkles gay
‘The little bits of beauty that I met

And on occasion, if my work seems drear
T shrug my shoulders, saying ** never mind

“ Delicious patches in one's weeks appear

“ Where business can with pleasure be combined

S. E. CoLLIN,
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. M. H. O

Mlslits
&
By §
A
g4 B
Eg
EE
et
4 EA 2

Middle Ro—

§

i
A

s P. M. Hamm,

1B, Do
Back Row—Mr. A. H. Tioplins, Mr. P. Ruifles, Mr. H. Stevens, Mr. R. Broad, Mr. E. Chuter, M, S. R. Gray, Mr. P.

M.



NATURE NOTE.

i
108 The Hop LEAF GAZETTE.
(Y cp).

THE MONTH OF MAKCH.
LAXN] ROOKS' DOMESTIC RULES.

March certainly came in like a lion this year and let us hope
that the month will go out like a lamb for we have had a surfeit
of cold winds. How appropriate are the following lines to this
month and these stormy times :

I

March month is come ; with rush and roar
He hammers at the quivering door ;

The forest bends beneath the rain,

‘The harsh hail crackles on the pane.

The storm is loud, but not alone ;

That shout was battle warrior’s tonc ;

The voice that shook yon stormy sky
Was haughty England's signal cry !

: ROOKS BUSY BUILDING.

On every hand, in spitc of the biting winds, there are signs
and sounds of spring. The rooks are busy with their nests and
you can gain a good view of them carrying out their building
operations if you visit our sports ground and watch them at work
on the trees in the adjoining park. They are very noisy, and if
you keep them under close observation you will notice much that
will interest and puzzle you. Often more than two birds will visit
one nest and the same bird will visit more than one nest. There
is evidently some laxness in the domestic rules of a rookery.

TAKE YOUR PARTNERS, PLEASE |

The great M.C. of Nature would appear to have called upon
all and sundry to * take your partners, please!” At all events,
‘most of the birds have already mated and no doubt there are even
now nests in many a hedgerow or bank, for blackbirds, thrushes,
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‘missel thrushes, hedgesparrows and robins are very early builders.
The chaffinches have the curious habit of flocking together in the
winter and you may see them in their hundreds, but the birds of
one flock will be all males, and those of another all females. Why
the males and females thus separate during the winter months
was ever a mystery to me. But now they have changed all that
for the summer season and we shall soon see their exquisite nests
composed of wool and moss and lichen, lined with feathers, hair
and down. And ere this month is out we should see and hear the
little chiff-chaff, and also the sand-martin. I am very much afraid
the latter will not have much chance of building in the sandpits
adjoining our sports ground. These birds have nested there in
great numbers in former years but the sand is now being utilised
for the purposes of war, and these poor little brown birds will have
to seek other sites wherein to make their homes.

SCARCITY OF LON:

TAILED TITS.

For many years now I have found the nest of the long-tailed
tit in March but T greatly fear that the very severe winter of
103040 did many of these artistic little nest-builders to death
During the winter months the long-tailed tits keep. together in
familiar parties, only separating in the spring at the call of Cupid.
T fear that in the winter referred to, Jack Frost fastened his cruel
fingers around their long tails and held them fast unto death. In
any case, I have only seen a very few of these charming lttle birds
since. Last year I visited three districts where for the past forty
years I have always casily discovered their wonderful nests, but
Tast spring there was none to be seen.

FISHING |

The coarse fishing season closed from March 15th to June 15th,
inclusive, 1 tried my luck in the Thames on the last Sunday of
the season (March gth). T went well provided with ample ground
bait and a good supply of lively red worms that T had hardened
off for w

ks in moss. But when I arrived I found the water as

thick as soup and flowing very fast. The conditions were all



200 Tre Hop LEAF GAZETTE.

against good fishing. 1 did succeed in finding a bit of an eddy
where the water was only about two feet deep, and here tried my
Iuck. T threw in ground bait, attached a few gentles to my hook,
while on another line I had a nice worm. On a willow tree the
other side of the water a couple of old erows were courting. They
nested close by last year and will doubtless do so again this. A
spotted woodpecker was hammering away in a nearby clm. Three
kingfishers sat, all in a row, close to the water’s edge and—rude
little things—turned their backs to me! But T was glad they did
s0, for when the sun burst forth for a short period it pitched right
on these birds, making their azure blue backs flash like jewels rich
and rare, the colouring being all the more brilliant by reason of
the sombre background. Later on, they turned round and their
chestnut breasts were hardly discernible. Then they began to
argue, and it was evidently a case of two's company, three’s a
crowd, for spring is here ! The argument became very heated and
ended in one of the males angrily chasing away the other and soon
returning to claim his future bride. A tortoiseshell butterfly flew
along to the fence, where it alighted, throwing open its wings to
reap the full advantage of the warm rays of the sun. T threw in
another handful of ground bait, for * little and often ” is my motto
in thus trying to get the fish together round the food in which
my hook is embedded. But it was all to no purpose—at least so
far as catching fish was concerned—for though I fished from about
8 am. to 1 pm. I did not catch a fish. I did not even have a
“* bite.

NEVER-FAILING SOURCE OF INTEREST.

Every page of the great Book of Nature scems brimful of
information, paticularly in the sprng, and the birds and litle

interest. Ta
and hares, for instance. It seems curious at first sight that whie
young rabbits are born blind, helpless and naked, leverets from the
moment of their birth are perfect little hares in every detail, as
E. Kay Robinson so truly says. This illustrates the wise provision
of Nature to suit the habits and circumstances of hares and their
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methods of bringing up their young. For one thing, were leverets
born coatless they would quickly perish of cold, whereas baby
rabbits lie snugly till they are fully clothed in a cosy nest of dry
grass, lined with fur from their mother's breast, underground,
unlike leverets, who are cradled from first to last with the heavens.
for their roof.

NATURE'S FORETHOUGHT.

The fact that the eyes of leverets are open from birth is a
further instance of Nature's forethought, devised indircctly to
lessen their many dangers to which baby bunnics are not exposed.
“To minimise the risks of her family, the doe hare does not keep
her young for long in one spot-—the birth form—but disposes them
separately in what are known as suckling forms. Now, as it can
scarcely be credited to a hare that she is able to remember how
many little ones she has to provide for, the use of their cyes, it is
suggested, is given them to enable them to recognise the approach
of their mother.

TAKE NO CAKES OR WORRIES THE}

E.

The primroses are out and so are the blue and the white
violets, as well as many other blooms to beautify the countryside.
The bird choir adds joy and gaiety to the scene. So let us away
for a few hours to the woods and byways where peace and joy
still are to be found.

‘When in the country, breathe the air,
But take no cares or worries there ;
Then, be it wood, hill, stream, or tide,
You'll gain full good from country-side.







