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MR. W. VENNER.
Holding the present position ot Foreman of Transport, Mr, W.

Venner has a line record of 33 years' service behind him, the whole
period ot which has been spent in connection with the transport.

In the days when horse vehicles were the sole means of delivery
and about loo horses were employed at Reading, Mr. Venner worked
in the stables and subsequently was placed in charge of a very fine
pair of bays. He took part in several large an-ny manoeuvre
contracts lor the supply of beer to the troops and recalls one large
camp at Binegar, Somerset, when it rained incessantly and the
camp was a sea of mud and water up to the traces of the horses
but, in spite of the terrible conditions, Mr. Venner never lailed to
deliver the goods and earned a reputation for reliability in earnp
and manoeuvre work.

Later, when mechanical transport was introduced, lllr. Venner
was given charge of one of the first lorries and, after a long spell
ot driving, was appointed iorenian of a very large fleet of vehicles
of various descriptions. At the present time the loading and
prompt despatch oi transport is of ever-increasing importance by
reason of the serious reduction in the number of drivers called to
the Colours which, combined with the black~out, has presented
tremendous handicaps and has taxed the {oreman's capabilities to
the utmost, The difficulties can only he fully realized by actually
seeing the loading bays and yard packed with lorries endeavouring
to get on the road in the early morning hours. The good teuowship
of the transport staff and the efficiency of the department owe much
to Mr. Vennei"S tact and Cl0S<= attention to his job.

Prior to joining the Firrn in roots, Mr. Venner served in the
Royal Field Artillery and was transferred to the Royal Garrison
Artillery during the last war, when he figured in several big
engagements, notably the Somme, Arras, Passchendacle and Neuvc
Chapelle. He was awarded the Military Modal for bravery in the
Field.

ln his early army days, Mr. Venner was a fine boxer and twice
reached the last round of the initldle-weight championship of the
British Army.

He is well known locally as the trainer of the Brewery Transport
tug-of-war team, who have won many contests. His great
enthusiasin is always communicated to the teani who readily obey
his rigorous training rules.

Mr. Venner is in charge of thc A_R_P_ decontamination squad
at the Brewery and takes his duties very seriously. He is generous
in his praises of the personnel and regards them as a " fine lot of

men, willing and hard working in their efforts to become efficient."
Under his leadership, thc training is oarried out upon stern
systematic lines, approaching the conditions which would be
experienced in a real gas attack. In the event of neoessity, every
reliance could be placed upon Mr. Venner and his squad in carrying
out their work oi rescue and cleansing victims of gas attack.
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Take zz little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine aft
infirmilies.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By C. H P.)

THE SIREEN.

A eerresnendent in the New statesman makes the interesting
point that " the housewife, the rnilkman, and the bus eonduetoi-
are right in their pronunciation of sireen. They put the accent

where the ancient creelrs put it-on the last syllable." This, of
course, is true, for the Greek word has a long " e " but it reniains a
puzzle why the more orthodox English pronunciation of siren, which
atleast goes back as far as Milton‘s " Blest pair of sirens," should
have been suddenly discarded by such a large section of the
population. The eerrespondenrs suggestion that the pronunciation
of sircen rnay have been brought to the East Loudon public by
Greek sailors seenis, perhaps, a little far-fetehed.

WHERE HE WAs Bolyh.

A little boy who went to school for the Iirst tirne returned home
and his father asked him how he liked it. " 1t‘s all right, but they
ask too many questions," said the lad. "First they asked me
where you were horn and 1 told there. Then they asked me where
mother was horn and l told them. But when they asked nie where
1 was horn l had to tell rt lie. l dicln't want to say 1 vas born in
the \’Vomen's Hospital and have them think l was a sissy, so l
tnltl them it was in the \\'c~mblc} st.tdiurn_

THE Grmckk PAID.

A commercial traveller called upon a grocer, and at the samc
time a poor woman entered soliciting alms. The grocer, wishing to
play a joke on the traveller, told the wonian " to ask the boss," at
the same time pointing to thc other man.

The traveller, turning to the grocer, who was a very small man,
said " Boy, give this poor woman sirpenee out of the till."

The grocer paid.
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THE Fnzsr BANANAS.

Bananas, on which the importation ban necessitated by war
conditions will be universally regretted, were almost unknown here

until the middle of the nineteenth century. Their introduction to

this country was due to Sir Joseph Paxton, designer of the Crystal
Palace and of the famous glasshouse at Chatsworth, where he _was

head gardener to the Duke of Devonshire, Among the rarities
cultivated at Chatsworth was a banana palm and Paxtcns son,
observing how much its fruit was appreciated by the Duke s guests,
had the inspiration of importing a cargo of bananas and giving
away some i.n the streets ot London as an advertisement,

FIRST AID PARTY.

One of the members of the First Aid Party at the Brewery,
Mrs. Witney, of the General Office, has just obtained her " Senior "

First Aid Certificate (st. John Ambulance Association). She also
holds the st. John Cadet Nursing and First Aid certifreates.

A FINE ORGANlZATIoN.

From time to time I have published notes regarding the firm's
A.R.P, organization, but it was not until a week or so ago that I

actually had personal contact with the various parties. When the
Order for fire-watching of business premises was issued  offered
my services and was appointed one of the wardens of a night shift

of watchers. Wishing to acquaint myself with the working of the
organization I visited Mr. C. G, Laurence at the A.R.P. Office

and found him surrounded with charts, lists of personnel and rotas.
The latter were most interesting and showed the exact number of

volunteers detailed each night from every department. The actual
names of watchers are furnished by heads of departments each
morning and are then filled in on the rota sheets. There are I1 of

these rotas, eight for nights, one for Saturday afternoon, one for

Sunday morning, and the remaining one for Sunday afternoon,
Each volunteer does a shift once in eight days. Mr. Laurence

informed me that the total number of fire-watchers is approxi»

mately 5oo, comprising 450 males and 50 females.

TI-rE SLEEPING Berrrr-rs.

I next visited the sleeping berths, which are situated  various
parts of the Brewery near the watchers’ posts. A folding bed,
mattress, two pillows and blankets are provided for each watcher.

To cater for these people a canteen has been opened in the Social
Club, which is now open seven days a week. I found the men
enjoying themselves at games of cards, darts, billiards, etc.
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My next visit was in company with Mr. H. Aust, the Chief
Fire Officer, who conducted me around the whole of the watchers'

posts, fire posts, fire station, first aid station, etc. Frankly I wasamazed at the vastness and thoroughness of the whole organization,
which has been built up and is now so efficiently run by Captain
A, S. Drewe, the Firm’s A.R,P. Controller, and Mr. C. G. Laurence,
the A.R.P. Officer.

" THE FAITH TI-IAT ls IN US."

The proved competence of the R.A.F. is only one source of
the faith that is in us, says oar Empire. That faith first found
confident expression at Dunkirk, when the RAF. and the long-shoremen of the English coast delivered the B.E.F. from Naziclutches. It grew during the " Battle of Britain," when British
homes and the people within them were riven from the sky~and
the natien's spirit flared up to a white intensity. It became refined
and strengthened in the furnaces which lit the night sky above a
dozcn_of our eities ltreaehod the superlative degree when the
Imperial Army ln the Middle East took the offensive and replaced
dire peril by overwhelming victory.

It has its roots in a national unity such as our history hasnever known before; it is buttressed by confidence in a dauntless
leader it is founded upon the profound conviction of free menthat no power can permanently enslave the world. ln that faith
we are prepared to die. In that faith we shall nur, because it will
give us the strength, the eourage and tl\e ahilirv to wipe out the
evil thing.

FAI rl-I AND WORKS,

Yet it is still true that "faith without works is dead." Our
faith has produced material fruits to reinforce powerfully the " sure
shield " of our defence at sea. Great Britain is garrisoned by anarmy-now well-trained and well-equipped-of r,5oo,ooo men.
Behind that arrny is the even larger force of the Home Guard,
ready to rlea_l_with German paraehutists. In the streets of our
cities the civilian fire-watchers have already found the answer to
the incendiary bomb. In factories throughout the country men
and woman toll day and night to forge the instruments of victory.
But unconsciously perhaps, as is the case with long-established
habit--we draw the main material reason for our faith from the
Royal Navy.

The British Empire lives by sea power. As is well known,
sea power was the basis of General Wavell`s victory in the Westem
Desert. Supremacy at sea alone guarantees our food our immunity

_L r
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from Sllccessful invajion mu asslmmcc of ultimate \-icmfy. Hmm'
is under no illusion. Hr musl srnnsh our Navy, by dive-1>0mb<»f
and Submarine, belorc nl- mn bring us to our kms. we have no

doubt rw will ny; bm mu- mul remains Mmely \\namp;\af.~@|.

ALIVE OR DEAD

lm »vf>m~»<1Y10<>1<m,; mlm vm walkmg uimlc>=ly flu-0u,;\\ the
mfgu dmammml Hof.-, looking tlmnrwglxly lost.

“ Can I holp you, sir? " n=kvd the msxstzlnt,

“ \\ ell," answerml the man, "I know it sounds silly, but for

the life of me I can't remember vvlmtlxcr I nuns in to get rl camisole
ur a casserolm."

" Qmte simple, Sir," Sam uk- asmlalll. " 15 me lurd alive bf
may "

CAPTAIN L. A. smoxns.
'lhmngml u.<»s\¢ columns wc Offer Captain I.. A. Simonds our

hearty congratulatmns on his promotion to the funk oi slam
Caplan, ~ A " in uw South Ellswn <`ommnn<l.

fialiglon shoulb be n skeermg wheel

 not a spare tyre.  
+ ; ,rg-§
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PILOT OFFICER l-l. M, P. ASIIBY.
we my plm>ed to anmm\<¢l» um uf. H. M. P. ,\>m>,, whose

pllologfapll Appl-31-5 ahovq m mf unlfoml UI11 scfgml Pxlot, has
ncvccntly Vlmn gmml H n.mnnM\Q.1 and lmszLss\1n10rltl1<: rank ol
PM ofnm.

'Pilot omgff Ashhl ,I-mlly usiled the Blow:-ry prior to

lcavxng fn; 3 <1»S¢lm¢ mlm., and mm-ld many sincere Qongmluulr
mn; on ms pmnlolwn.
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from successful invaeion our assurance oi ultimate victory. Hirlrr
is under no illusion. Hu must srnnsh our Navy, by rlive-ho|nb<>r
and submarine, belorc he can bring ns to our knees. \\'e lmvc no

doubt hr will try hut our iaith remains >ercnely \\nimp;iirvd.

ALIVE Ora DEAD?

rum rrrnrrrcrirlwksrrg mlm vm walking rrrmlmirv rlrr-rrrrglr me
large drprrrrrrmrrrrrl .mn-, looking limrorrglrly 1051.

~ crm I hrlp yorr, rm " rr=k.~rl ure Mrsrrrrrl,

“ \’l ell," answerml the man, "I know it sounds silly, hut for

the life of me I can't remember \vl»r-tlicr I nuns in to get rr camisole
ur a casserole."

" Qrrrle simple, sir," said ure- mslrrrrr. " Is ure hrrrl alive br
may "

CAPTAIN L. A. smoxns.
'llrrrrrrgxr thusre rolrrrrrrrr wr Offer Captain 1.. A. srrrrrmis our

lrenrry corigmtulations on his promotion to ure rank oi surf
caplrrrrr ~ A " in url sorrnr Errslrrrr Cornrrrrrnrl.

not a spare tyre

 fialiglon shoulb lac n steering wheel. QB
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PILOT OFFICER l-I. M. P. ASIIBY.
we rrrr plmsvd lo rrrrrmrrrrrr um nr. H. M. P. ,\5\,\>,, Whose

plrolrrgmpir rrpprars above rn ure rrmfrlrrrr Ur rr srrgrarrl Prior, has
rcvccntly Vbrrrr grrrrrrrrl U mrrrrrrbrrrrrr ml im rrmrrrrrrl thc rank ul
Prlor offrrrr.

'Pilot Offigmr Aslihi r<-mrlly mired urr Bmrr-r~y prior to

lrmng for 3 rlrsuml Swlmrr and rrrrrr-ru rrrrmy srrrcrrr rongmruur
mn; on Ins prrrmouorr.
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" GODALMIXG "

Of lm l lll\<l@l~l00l< .l plmglllg job
-To cudlllllllng on l1l.<lm¢§§ bring; Wm
(For now and thu-n lm Wa to mlm ll 'hub
Tllu' Wm IQ l»»l~m~<l 'ng plllml wall, nnrl Smal.

A lflllfllw of ¢l.l~ ,gmllvsl joy ll wlll
llpllall and llnwll, thru' lmmlflg lllgll ml low

Anll all [lm lovelwr ll Iookvd, bccausc~
mms; llw lllmlgcapl- lay Imgulllffl Snllw

The wild pint woods and Irozlsn wntcn wollnrl
"Nl-rllh bmnclms that in §iIuncl~ sprl-srl to mcct

Anll muffled by thv mow was l~\'vry sound
Of \\'l\cl~\s, and ll<»l'=l»<` honvvs, and llumlln Im-t,

low-<1 lullill mlml'-<'\'cl'\' lllll zuld lll Il

Thu flosty fi<-Id> the iciclcw (Im riml-
,mrl at my <lQ~llmlil»n, §u~mlg<» to fell,
I llmllzlgml to :\l’ri\'\~ on scllvdlllc tllnc

Then ln lrft my klndlv cI\cl\l`> door
-»\Vhl~n lmnlmvard with ll Imppy hmrr I turned,
The scvnv lm Qml ll|»i,;llIl~l~ fllull l><»f0fl»

V»'llllst in the wus( 1| vllntvl' snmet h\ll'n<‘d

Almm um mp fllmlglll lol- "ml, ll .llly
-To toll the fmlll, lllmk lllmlll ll ,lf
-The mnugcs, flll» »lf.»llm<_ uw Spllml.-Q ,mv
-Tllf little bln llf lwlllll, mlm mm

Amr lm .»m..<l.m, if my \\<,lk Wm Ilmr,
l ~l.l~llg mv Sl\<>lll¢l<~l'f, mln; ~ .ll-W- mlllll
~ l>l~ll@lml; pmlles ll. Um-a \\~l-.-l<, llppwlf
“ \V|\<-rn hllsinoss can wlth p1l~_l<\llx~ be c\ml\>llll»l\,"

S, E. ll>l.l_lNs.

"1§°“°5”“?5”QQ »-J“lr €¢
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY c.l-l.P.).

THE MONTH or MAl<cn.

LAxNEss IN nooks' Dolvllzsric RUI_Es.

March certainly came in like a lion this year and let us llope

that the month will go out like a lamb for we have had a surfeit

of cold winds. How appropriate are the following lines to this

month and these stormy times :-
March month is come with rush and roar
He hammers at thc quivering door

The forest bends beneath the rain,

The harsh hail crackles on the pane.

or ie sr

The storm is loud, but not alone

That shout was battle warl‘ior's trlnlz

The voiee that shook yon stormy sky
Was haughty 1-;ngland's signal cry

RDOKS BUSY BUILDING.

On every hand, in spite of the hiting winds, there are signs

and sounds of spring. The roolts are busy with their nests and

you oan gain a good view of them carrying out their huilding

operations ii you visit our sports ground and watch them at worlt

on the trees in the adjoining park. They arc very noisy, and if

you keep them under close observation you will notice mueh that

will interest and puzzle you, often more than two birds will visit

one nest and the same bird will visit more than one nest, There

is evidently some laxness in the domestic rules oi a rooltery.

TAKE YOUR PAr<1’NERs, PLEASE!

The great Mt; of Nature would appear to have ealled upon

au and sundry to " take your partners, please " At all events,

most of the birds have already mated and no doubt there arc even

now nests in many a hcdgerow or bank, for blackbirds, thrushcs,
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missel thrushes, hedgesparrows and robins are very early builders,

The chaifinches have the curious habit of flocking together in the

winter and you may see them in their hundreds, hut the hirds of

one flock will be all males, and those of another all females. Why
the males and icmales thus separate during the winter months
was ever a mystery to mc. But now they have changed all that
for the summer season and we shall soon see their exquisite nests

composed of wool and moss and lichen, lined with feathers, hair

and down. And ere this month is out we should see and hear the

little chiti-cllaif, and also tht* sand»mar£in. I am very much afraid

the latter will not have much chance of building in the sandpits
adjoining our sports ground. These birds have nested there in

great numbers in former years but the sand is now being utilised
for the purposes of war, and these poor little brown hirds will have
to seek other sites wherein to make their homes,

scmzelri' or LoNc-TAILED rrrs.

For many years now I have found the nest of the long-tailed
tit in March but I greatly fear that the very severe winter of

I93g»4o did many oi these artistic little nest-builders to death.
During the winter months the long-tailed tits keep together in

familiar parties, only separating in the spring at the call of Cupid,
I fear that in the winter referred to, jack Frost fastened his cruel

fingers around their long tails and held thorn fast unto death. In
any case, I have only seen a very few of these charming little birds
since. Last year I visited three districts where for the past forty
years I have always rasily diseovered their wonderful nests, but
last spring there was none to he seen.

rlsrllxo

The eoarse fishing season closed from March 15th to June 15th,

inclusive. I tried my luck in the Thames on thc last Sunday of

thc season (March oth), I went well provided with ample ground
bait and a good supply of livrly red worrns that 1 had hardened
oii for weeks in moss. But when I arrived I iourld the water as

thick as soup and flowing very fzlst. The conditions wcrc all
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against good fishing. I did succeed in finding a bit of an eddy
where the water was only about two ieet deep, and here tried my
luck. 1 threw in ground bait, attached a few gentles to my hook,
while on another line I had a nice Worm. On at willow tree the

other side oi the water a couple of old crows were courting. They
nested elose by last year and will doubtless do so again this. A

spotted woodpecker was hammering away in a nearby elm. Three
kingfishers sat, all in a row, close to the water's edge and-rude
little things-turned their backs to me But I was glad they did
so, for when the sun burst iorth for a short period it pitched right
on these birds, making their azure blue backs ilash like jewels rich

and rare, the colouring being all the more brilliant by reason ot

the sombre background. Later on, they turned round and tlleir
chestnut breasts were hardly discernible. Then they began to

argue, and it was evidently a ease of two‘s company, throo's a

eruwd, for spring is here The argument became very heated and
ended in one of the males angrily chasing away the other and soon
returning to claim his iuture bride. A tortoiscshell butterfly flew

along to the fence, where it alighted, throwing open its wings to

reap the lull advantage nf the warm rays of the sun, I threw in

another handful of ground bait, for " little and often " is my motto
in thus trying to get the fish together round the food in which

my hook is embedded. But it was all to no purpose-at least so

far as catching fish was concerned-for though I fished from about
8 a.m. to r p.m. I did not catch a fish. I did not even have a

“ bite."

NEVER-FAILING suimcr or lNTErtl:sT.

Every page of the great Book of Nature seems brimful ol

information, particularly in the spring, and the birds and little
beasties are a never-failing source of interest. Take the young rabbits
and hares, lor instance. It seems curious at iirst sight that while

young rabbits are born blind, helpless and naked, leverets from the
moment of their birth are perfect little harcs in every detail, as

E. Kay Robinson so truly says. This illustrates the wise provision

oi Nature to suit the habits and circumstances of hares and their

'1`i-ir Hor LEAF Gazlirrli. 201

methods of bringing up their young. For one thing, were leverets
born roatless they would quickly perish ol cold, whereas baby
rabbits lic snugly till they are iully olothed in a eosy nest of dry
grass, lined with iur from their mothers breast, underground,
unlike leverets, who are cradled from iirst to last with thc heavens
for their root,

xATuRE's rohcrl-iouoi-rr.

The fact that the eyes ot leverets are open from birth is a

further instance of Nziture’s forethought, devised indirectly to

lessen their many dangers to which baby bunnies are not exposed.
To minimise the risks oi her family, the doe hare does not keep

her young for long in one spot-the birth form-but disposes them
separately in what are known as suckling forms. Now, as it can
scarcely be Credited to a hare that she is able to remember how

many little ones she has to provide for, the use of their eyes, it is
suggested, is given them to enable them to recognise the approach
of their mother.

'mki-: so calms on woiuuiis Ti-llama.

The primroses are out and so are the blue and the White

violets, as well as many other blooms to beautify the countryside.
The bird choir adds joy and gaiety to the scene, So let us away
for a few hours to the woods and byways where peace and joy
still are tu be found.

VVhen in tho eountry, breathe the air,

But takc no cares or worries there
Then, be it wood, hill, stream, or tide,

You'll gain full good from eountry-side.
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THE LESSON OF THE DAY,
-‘lr is e gloomy moment in nierory. Nei fer meny years-

noi in the lifetime of must mvn who rvatl lnie paper-has there
been so mneli gravn and deep epprelrrneien; never bee ine future
Seemed ee ineelenlnble as at line timc. In our own country lliere
is universal eemmereinl proeimlibn and penie, and thousandb oi

onr poorest ielleweeilizene ere inrnerl enl against the epprodelnng
winter witlionl einplnyment, dnrl without elle prospect of ie.

In Emnee rne political enldren seelliee and bubbles with
uncertainty Rneein nnnge, as nenel, like o elonrl, dark ond silent,
upon ine lrerizen of Enione; wlrile all ine energies, reoonreee end
inllneneee of ine Bririen Empirr arc sorely tried, and yer to be
tried more sorely, in eopirig with the vast and deadly Indian
inenrreefion, ond with ite disturbed relations in clnnn.

It is e solemn momenr, ond no man can feel an indiiferenee
(wlrieb, happily, no man pretends to feel) in the issue oi eyenle.

OI ein own troubles no man een See elle end. Tliey are
fortunzitvly as yer, mainly commercial, enrl if we ere only to lose
money enrl by painful poverty to be nlnglil wisdom, thc wierlem
of honour of inilli, of sympathy nnrl of elinrny, no man need
eerienely to deepen And yet, the very lrosle to be rieli, wlneli
is the oeeoeion of ini; wideepreod eeilemiry, noe also tendud to
tlrstroy ine moral forcrs willr wlnrli we ore tu resist enrl onbdne
ine calzlnlity."

W/zelz you feed z/nr ,ibm/e how mon did you be,-gm to questian or

your mind as fu w/Let/wr “ Thu Lesson fl/ Z/le Day " rrferrad to t/w
present lime?

A ulually lllx abmw arlicle is raprifztad from “ H1/lf{>er's l'1"efkQv,"
Vol, I, page 642, nj' the issue dale/1 October mth, 1857 (N3 years llgu).

Verily, hieiory yepeeze mem

The pliblbgrepli opposite eliewe thc wee: of England tcarn
(brgnnieed nnil enpinined by llie Rev. Peter laroele) being introe

duced, by Mr, Brook, to thi* Lorrl lvlnyer oi Bristol at llie start
of the molen. copioin R. sl jolrn Quarry, one of enr esteemed
Directors, is insi olrnlring nenrle with the Meyer. Thcrc were fonr

internntienele playing-genre ere in this picture -and proeneolly
all the olnere were eillier ~ trials " or eennty players. Unfortunately
thc Vlfest of En,gl2ln<'l were beaten, after a thrilling and hard match,
27%. Tliey also played oxierrl University, ond after 45 minutcs
eeeli woy, age began tu eell on llre west of England side!

On the following seinrilny, Captain Quarry wee again playing
for the West of England against Bristol Supporters,

The last match was in aid of thc* Rod Cross and made quite
2| lot of money,

THE 1-lov LEAF GAZETTE. 203

Seenshakinghandswith

ui

\.

is

2
Q

Bristol

E
rn

._

5
...e
°~.~,se
>»2ge

et'ne.on
“So

iii
'Ea

wed:ofEnglandv.OxfordUniversi

captainR.s¢.

l



$04 THE Hoe LEAF GAZETTE,

BREWERY JOTTINGS.

(BY w. nUNsTER.)

The photograph of Mr. A. C. Kingston which appeared in onrlast month s issue was acknowledged as a splendid likeness. To
be away for lo years and then come back, picking up the threads
again so well, is a wonderful achievement and deserving of every

Pm-‘5€» AISO. If has given him the chance ol completing a hali-
cerltury of service for the Firm, Everyone remarks how well Mr.Kingston is carrying on hm new (and old) duties and wishes him
many years of activity and good health.

Illness, although nothing Like it was last year, has hit a few of
the staff and amongst those away for short periods, fortunately
were Mr. T. w. Bradford and Mr. F. W. Freeman. They both had
a very sad time for a while and it is to be hoped that when the
better weather comes along they will both be Grade I again,

I have no doubt many will soon be "Di in for Vi "
they can find the time) and perhaps it wouldggotgbe a bagliign ig
grow some hops.  is not so far-fetched as it may sound for I
saw quite recently ln a paper a note advising gardeners to grow
Wheat which would be handy for chicken, and Sunflowers would be
handy later on for cage birds.

Recently we had a cablegram sans origins which read " Very
fit, many thanks, remembrance to all " from Sergt. N. H. Lipscombe
of the R,A.O.C. Mr, S. Ji Moore has also received a letter from
him. posted at Chrlstmastlme, in which he says he is very well.flowever, the address is just as vague, so we do not know where
le ls.

At the moment we are fast losin our 'oun sters iro
now that the 19's have had to regiier. lt sais a lot xgnrwthld
enthusiasm and patriotism oi these boys that most of them have
volunteered and now we hear of them going away each day. Innearly every ease they are joining the R.A.F. Everyone wishes
ghemlsiucpefi anéiga safi: refurn. We still get visits from many oi
uro sa an ceraln seemsthe Picture than khaki- y as lf Alr Force blue is more in

Mr. A, Randall of the General Office, although one of the older
members of the staff, received his medical call-up and passed
Grade I._ A few days later he received a letter marked O.H,M,S.
and rushing in with lt to his wife, he said " My call»up's come,"

Tx-in Hoe LEAF GAzE'l"l'E. 205

On opening the envelope he found to his surprise (and to the relief
of his wife) that the contents were nothing to do with military
service. I understand he is likely to go into the balloon barrage or,

as it is called in short, beerrbeer, so when he goes this Will remind
hi.rn perhaps of the Brewery.

Football is still flourishing and when at Elm Park, Reading
draw quite a good gate and, if they continue to be as successful as
before, there will be some large attendances later on. I read with
considerable interest in the Portsmouth Branch notes the reference
to the disappointment that Pompey had not been selected for the

London Cup League and, in my opinion, they should have been.
However, on qnite a number oi oeoasions when playing in London,
Reading have been considerably not of pocket, yet every match at

Elm Park has sho\vn a profit to both teams. The other week
Reading tried to get a team from London to change grounds this

was not agreed to by the Londoners, consequently Reading went
to tovlm, won handsomely before a crowd of about 300 and lost

money on the deal. So perhaps Portsmouth are better oft in the
long run.

Fire watchers are now busy at the Brewery and practically all
are on duty at ditierent periods. The various rotas are studied
with interest and it is surprising how quickly one's tnrn comes

round.

Mr. s. T. Warner, manager of our Wine and Spirit Department,
has becn heartily congratulated on the sale return of his young son.
First news was tl\at the boy was missing and then better news came
later. He is now home and is under expert treatment for his eyes

wllich have become affected owing to his long spell in the sea before
being picked up, As Mr. Warner says, it is a miracle he is alive for,

after his boat was torpedoed, he was in the water for 6§ hours
before being spotted by an aeroplane. The boy is quite young,
just about 17 years of age, and has had an experience which will

live in his memory for years.

Trade continues to be good, but should this catch the eye of

anyone who is unaware ot the iact, will they please note we have
discontinued brewing India Pale Ale and Extra Brown Ale. It is
expected that consumption oi all our lines will have to be consider»
ably curtailed and, believe me, it is harder for us to refuse orders
than to take thcm. Many remember the shortages in supplies in

the lust War, but we all hope it will not Come to that state of affairs

this time,

Mr. H. v. Rivers oi our Travelling stati had a shoelr the other
day when letters written to his son serving in an armed erniser were
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returned marked " No Trace." However, after a few days of
intense anxiety his son turned up having been in some excitement at

sea, the nature of which he d.id not divulge, At the moment he is
in the hands of the doctor, but getting better I am pleased to say.

The following members of our first aid party have recently
passed in their exams :~

Mr. R. Broad and Mr. E, T. Gibbs---First Aid of Red Cross.
Miss E. Lawson, Miss J. Nichol, Mr. T. Kent (in charge of our

first-aid section) and Mr. S. ora;-\Honio Nursing of Red
Cross,

Mrs. Witney~-Senior First Aid of St. john Ambulance.

Miss M. Bull (who is not oi our first-aid section yet) passed in
her examination of Horne Nursing of Reel Cross.

Quite recently a canteen has been started at the Social Club
and is a big sneeess in every way.

He (testily, ajifer losing heavily it mags) "Yoh might have
guessed 1 had no heart."

Wire “ Quite, but I thought you had a brain, dear."
s= »= it v

A priest offered a shilling to the boy who Could tell him who
was the greatest man in history.

" Christopher Columbus," answered thc Italian boy,
" George VVashington," answered the Amcrican lad.
“Saint Patrick," shouted the jewish boy.
" The shilling is yours, but why oio you say Saint Patrick? "

asked the priest,
" Right down in my heart I knew it was Moses," said the Jewish

boy, " but business is business."
1 * » rr

\Vllcn the two business men met, one said to the otllcri "Ihave made an addition to my staff. I have engaged a man at £1,500
a year to do all the worrying for me."

" But how are you going to get the [1500 to pay him."
"Ah, that will be his first worry."
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WORDS OF WISDOM,

rAcrr<G Tr-le FUTURE.

The material side of life is a road containing its depressions and
hard-pnlls, yet not without its joy and happiness. If we think onr
Worldly life is a bed of roses, we deceive ourselves if We look upon
it as a series of pitfalls, we destroy our outlook. It takes both the
sunshine and the rain to bring forth the harvest a hundredfold.
The loss as well as the win makes the athletic game worth while.
Doubt towards the future as wcll as the certainty unfolds the

proper attitude towards oncoming problems.

Grudge not another that which you cannot attain yourself,

A handful of common sense is worth a bushel of learning,

It is another's fault if he be ungrateful; but it is mine if I
do not forgive.

The tloiihle rcward of kind words is the happiness they cause
in others, and the happiness they cause in ourselves. Even the
imagining of them fills the mind with sweetness, and makes our
hearts glow pleasnrahly.

Confidence is the companion of suoeess.

It calls for a great soul to senso the importance of small things
and to act in the light of that conviction.

Small and stoarly gains give eornpetenoy with tranquillity of

mind.

Be patient in those inonients when the soul is sore beset.

Your character cannot be essentially injured except by your
Own acts.

Lord, grant me patience here, and pardon hereafter.
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If others can do great deeds, so can we by using the brains
God gave us, and not letting them rust.

Deeds are fruits words are but leaves.

Better to slip with the foot than the tongue.

Zeal without knowledge is often more dangerous than useful.

The heart sometimes finds out things that the reason cannot.

Most oi us make an eight-day clock of our religion. We wind
it up on Sunday moming and pay no heed to it for the rest of the
week.

Faithfulness and energy never fail of their reward in character.

Bittemess never Served any purpose than to embitter.

What with the added dangers of the black»out motorists and
other drivers might well take the waming offered by a _Kentucky
traffic sign 5-" Slow down before you become a statistic,"

We cannot improve the world faster than we improve ourselves.

With work, good cheer and kinclliness
And laughter up your sleeve
This queer old world’s not half so bad
As some folks would believe.

A cottage will hold as much happiness as would stock a palace.

Do it now, to-morrow is the day when idle people work and
fools reform,

He who waits to do a great deal of good at once will never do
any.
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A good lifc hath its number of (lays, but a good name shall
continue.

First be just, then you may be generous.

Deler not`till to-morrow to be wise,

nm which opposes right must be wrong.

A GREAT THOUGHT.
It would not be d#/iicull, 0 one set 0/fm; onkv one considered,

to /md some j14slWeali0nfvr pessimism but :hm are dim the splendid
dad inspiring qualities in ordinary people which the ddr, for mapa,
has helped to bring to light. There is doubtless muah truth in theajyirmatians of Humanism; its essential weakness lies in what il
denies or ignores, For human pwgnss depends nn /mn upon the
inherent mpdcnns of man but also upon his copperdzidn with God.
God will not, dare we say cannot force men into being the instruments
of His purpose. What is true of the universe is true also for the
individual-the Ward is at work in each human life the Spirit broods
upon the chaos of our conflicting desires and would transrnute them
into the qualities which make for harmony and order.

The great saints of all ages have believed that in all such
cataslrophies and convulsions as we are now experiencing Gad is
active an in world, and that out oflhem, ml mn in spin dfrhem, will
come one day, as men learn to co-operate with Him, the blessings of
peace and good will.

For while the tired waves, vainly breakirg,
Seem here no painful inch to gain,

Far back, through creeks and inlets making,
Comes silent, flooding in, the main,

-~From The Tinws.

_ |



"1 de," fd - ld' tl -' .it tl
A man motoring along a country road offered ei stranger a hit. Say my “I 5” 3" “X 5° ‘Cr ‘° ‘“‘”"‘"g “ e' ‘°

zro

the

the

'un
mc,
an’

Ti-nz Hoe LEAF Gazmrz.

LIGHTER SIDE.
Enemy planes were at hand and the sirens were wailing. Down

main street of the country town strolled a careless figure.

“Take cover " yelled an A.R.P. warden. " Can't you hear
siren ? ”

The old man took his pipe from his mouth. " Yes, I heered he replied plaeidly, “ but these sirens 'ere ain’t nuthin' to
I'm only ’ere1or market. I lives at Sloshton-cum-Puddlewick,

them's the sirens I ‘as to listen for "

~ ~ -tr »

The stranger accepted. Shortly afterwards the motorist noticed
that his watch was missing. Whipping out a revolver, he dug lt
into the other man's ribs and exclaimed “ Hand over that watch "

The stranger complied xncckly before allowing himself to be
booted out of the car. When the motorist retumed home he was
greeted by his wife. “ How did you get on without your watch? "

she asked. " I suppose you know that you left it on your
dressing-table? " * * *

n

jones was exceptionally cheerful. All day long he had been
whistling and humming at his work, until at last Brown asked him
what was the matter. "Well, you see," explained jones, “ my
wife has lost her diamond engagement ring."

" Vlleil, what's tllere to be so cheerful about in that? " asked
Brown.

" I'm waiting for her to tell me. You see, I found it in my
trousers pocket."

i< it ii -tr

“ Can you direct me to the Western Bank? ” asked a stranger
oi a small boy.

“ Yes, sir," said the boy, " you just follow me."
Upon arriving at the bank, the man asked, " How mnch do I

owe you? "

“ Halt-a»crown," said the boy.

“ Isn't that a rather high fee " asked the stranger.
" No," replied the boy, " not for a bank director."

it ii or =¢

Sroivrslvlaw No, x " How did you miss that bird? ”

SPoi<TsM.xN No. 2 “ It flew zig~zag, and when I shot at zig it
flew zag."

Tin; HoP LEAF Guerra, zrr

A number of mules had just arrived at the camp, and a recruit
made the common mistake of approaching too near the business
end of one of them.

His comrades quickly placed him on a stretcher, and started
off for the hospital. On the way the invalid regained consciousness,
glared at the blue sky overhead, experienced the swaying motion as
he was being carried along, and shakily lowered his hands over the
side, only to feel space.

" Heavens, I ain't hit the ground yet," he groaned.
o =r s a

regimental reunion, “ I seem to have got an enormous blister on
my tongue."

"V/hat do you expect? " replied his wiie. " You would
insist on drinking my health out of your hot»water bottle last
night."

=¢ i= or 1

" So your husband refused to buy you a car? "

" Not exactly refused; he said I ought iirst to become
acquainted with mechanical details, so he bought me a washing
machine."

io s »= »r

He surveyed the applicant ior the post of offiee-boy with at

critical eye.

" What are your credentials, my larl " he asked.
" Well, sir," said the youth brightly, " 1 haven't got any aunts,

uncles. grandiathers, or grandmothers, and I dou't like going to see
football matches."

The other's faee lit no.

" Good," he said enthusiastically. " You can start on Monday
morning.”

ir it ir =r

“ The senses of animals and birds," explained the teacher to

the class, "are usually more fully developed than in man. Can
you, Smith, name a creature wllich sees better than a man? "

“ An eagle, sir."
“ Correct. And yon, jones, name an animal which hears

better than a man."
"A dog, sir."
" Quite right. And now, Wilkins, name something that

smells better than a man.”
"A rose, sir."
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The postal oflloe clerk was trying to explain something to a

rather deaf old lady when a red-faced man dashed in and demanded
a penny stamp,

The clerk looked at him and continued with the lady,
"I say " shouted the man, " I've got a train to catch."
The clerk turncrl to him.
“ Did you say you had to catch a train? "

” I did," came thc rcply,

“ Well," continucd the clerk quietly, " go to the railway
station."

»¢ »= »< =~=

Two littlc girls wcrc discussing rr fancy-dress dance,

" I'm going as joan oi Arc, Maid of Orleans," said one,
“ That's funny," replied her companion. “ My brother's

going as Noah’s Ark, made of cardboard."
» >r 4 »r

Gvlasr “ Your new maid is very tall, isn't she "

Hosrlass “ Yes, she is. But I don't expect she’ll stay long."

»< =r »r if

The magistrate was deaf, but certainly not deafer than the
two men bciorc him. The first man leaned forward earnestly.

" sir," hc exclaimed, "this man owes me a grocery bill
amounting to no less than {2o, and refuses to pay it "

The second deaf man sprang up.

" That’s a lie " he cried, indignantly. “ My dog didn't bite
him.”

There was a pause while the magistrate reviewed the situation,
then he announced his decision.

“ Gentlemen," he said, “ I fully appreciate your feelings, but I

can see no reason why you should not combine to support your
mother."

-ir rr or -u

“ I sent my little boy for two pounds oi strawberries. and you
only sent a pound and a half."

" My scales are all right, madam. Have you weighed your

little boy? "
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" If you are good," said the boy's father, “ I'll give you a
lovely, shiny, bright new penny."

" A nasty, di.rty old shilling would do,” said the boy.

» 4= =r »

FOUZLE " Do you think it wrong to play golf on Sunday? "

NrBLrcrr: “ I think it wrong to play such a game as you do
any day oi the week."

»< »¢ ar s

“This is a good restaurant, isn't it?" said the Canadian
soldier to the waiter of a London cafe.

" Yes, sir; best in town. sir," said the waiter. " If you order
a fresh egg, you get thc freshest egg in the world, sir. If you order
hot soup, you get the hottest in the world, sir. HY"

" Y0u’ve said it," interrupted the Canadian. “ I ordered a
small steak.”

»= » »r e

“ Hooverrel Don't say you listen to the radio "

“ Not often. But occasionally there are one or two quite
decent little items to sneer at,"

»= »= == ar

Scor (im u visit to London) “ Nae, mon, I cannot stand
taxicabs \Vhen I sit wi' ma back tae the driver it makes me feel
ill, and when I sit wi' ma face tae the taximeter it makes me iecl a

sicht worse.”
»r rr ur a

PASSENGER (ship an the rocks) “ Captain, is there no hopwno
hope whatever? "

CAPTAIN "None at all, sir-no hope at all ”

Phsseirooa " just my luck, arid 1 wouldn't eat any cucumber
for dinner for fear I'd have indigestion "

s -ur x 4

A physician attended an old lady from Scotland who had
caught a severe cold.

“ Did your tccth chatter when you felt the chill coming over
you? " asked the doctor.

“ I dinna ken, doctor they were lying on the table," was the
pleasant reply.
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Pnosl>Ec'rlvE Blupe (laftily) “ Oh, I didn’t accept Harry the
tirst time he proposed."

]EAL0Us Rn/AL " No, you weren't there "

» 4- =¢ it

jock was home on leave. He stepped from the train at

Aberdeen and searched the platform for his two brothers who had
promised to meet him.

Nobody was in sight, save two well-bearded men. They
approached him.

" So ye're hanne, Jade," they chanted.
jock eyed his brothers in stupefaction.
~ What's the idea di the beards? " he stuttered.
~ Men," they answered, " rl’ye no ken ye took the razor blade

awa' wi' ye? "

e e s e

Ha " l-lave you fixed the status ofthe new people next deer? "

SHE “ Yes, they have no car, no radio, no talking machine,
no piano; 1 ean't imagine what they have."

Hi; " Perhaps they have a bank account."

-ur =e tt =e

The dealer in scrapiron was driving his cart along a very narrow
lane, Behind him there came a very old motor car, wheezing and
rattling.

Presently the annoyed motorist yelled to the dealer, who was a

bit hard ot hearing, to get out of the way.

Instead, the dealer eyed the car and replied
" Sorry, I e:ln't take it to~day; my barrer’s full. But I’ll call

for it to-morrel "

-e »¢ 4- ==

The buxom wife had returned from her shopping expedition in

a towering temper, and was pouring out her troubles to her patient
husband,

" That young assistant was intolerably rude to me," she
declared,

“ Vins she, dear? "

“ Yes, l asked lor a coat that would make me look slim and
she said she had served her apprenticeship as a. saleswoman. not
as an illusionist "
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The small ear stopped suddenly at a turning, and the heavy
lorry close behind narrowly averted a clash.

From the “ baby " appeared a woman's ann, describing circles

in the air.

The lorry-driver watched the signals in apparent bewildermcnt
until a voice from the pavement explained " She wants you to
loop the loop, guv-nor."

re
e et »¢

There had been a spot of bother down the alley, but at last an

arrnistiee was declared, and the opposing partleswllirs. Miggs and
Mrs. _]ones-adjourned to celebrate the peace.

" Well," said Mrs. Miggs, “ I bears no malice."

Then she raised her glass, took a deep breath, and went on

meaningly
“ So, ere's lookin' at yer-and, ’Eavcn knows, that’s a’ effort "

»< ~ e »

The guide was shevving a party of American tourists over a

noted church in London. \Vhen they reached the beltry the guide
said

" This 'ere bell is a bit unusual, it is. We only ring it on the
occasion of a visit from the Lord Bishop, or when wc 'ave a fire, at

tlood, or some such calamity."
»= ai » e

" I say, waiter, theres a fly in my soup."

“ Surely net, sir. Mayne it's one of thee- vitamin bees you
hear so much about,"

e s ~ e

" Rheumatism," said the doctor, " causes a nlan to imagine that
his joints are very inueh larger than they actually are."

" I know," explained Mrs. Smith " our butcher has it ”

-»= ~ e it

Mirs. O'HARA " What! You're going to sell up and rnarry
that hard-up lodger of yours. What on earth are you going to

live en? "

Mies. Ml:r_LlcAN: “ Faith, an' we’11 he all right, The poor

fellow owes me enough to keep \\s in comfort for years."
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It was a filthy day, The recnlits were dumb, Private Smith
the dumbest of them all.

The sergeant strode up to him “ What was your job in civil
life P " he barked.

“Bank clerk,” replied Smith.
" I suppose," sneered the sergeant, " you dusted the desks and

washed qut the ink-wells, and made nice cups of tea for themanager.
"Oh, no," replied Smith. ~ We kept an old sergeant for those

girlie jobs."
e s s e

By some means an impossible person had secured election to an
exclusive club. Ori the first night that he dropped in for dinner themembers were horrified to see him take his serviette and tie itround his neck.

The head-waiter, determined to deal with the matter in themost suitable manner, approached.
“ Hair-cut or shave, sir? " he asked.

si ~ e si

" Any oi you lads know anything about shorthand " said thesergeant to a bunch of recruits.
There was a quick response. Six of them fell out at once.
" Righto. They're shorthanded in the cook-house."
So the six spent the morning peeling potatoes.

~ e -ii »

An intimation to slow-paying customers given by a countryshopkeeper
"All persons indebted to our shop ere requested to onll and

settle. All indebted to our shop and not knowing it are requested
to call and find out. Those knowing themselves indebted and not
wishing to call are requested to remain in one place long enough for
us to catch them."

ii o it vi

Hers was ai romantic, poetic nature, and she was spending herholiday in n remote Cornish fishing village.
On the quay she accosted e fisherman.
 For what wild, lawless purpose is that hut used? " she asked,polntlng to a broken down shed on the beach, and thinking of

smugglers.

" Well, mum," he replivrl, " it’s where us do boil the winklcs."
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" l've just been congratulating Colonel Blaze,” said a guest at

a banquet. “ He`s been appointed govemor of a prison.
“ Really? " asked his pretty neighbolir. “ Now, for ei 1§>b 1\k@

that docs one need influence, or docs one ]ust start as a convict and
rise from thc ranks? "

== si it t=

Little Eric came into the room where his parents and their
ii-lends were playing cards,

“ Mum," hc said quietly, " you said baby had your eyes and
daddy's nose, didn't yon? "

" That’s nght, my dear," snid mother impatiently. “ Now
run away."

“ Right-oh, mum," Said Eric " but l thought I’d better
remind you to keep an aye on him, he's got grandpa s tccth HOW-

# »e it s

She had noticed thc huskiness in his voice, and the nervous

manner in which he iirlgeted in his chair. She knew what Was

coming.

~ Joan," he stud, and his throat seemed dry and Parchedr
" would yon --could you4do you think your-

~ Go on, George," she murmurerl, encourngmgly, “ Im
listening."

~ Would you-erqlo you think you could get me e dnnk of

weter I'm as dry as e bone."

e s e e

There had been s burglary and e deteetive had been sent to

investigate.
" H'm," he rnunnured, aitcr he had been round the house nud

nslted n few questions. “Looks to me like an insiqgf wb- The
burglar evidently knew just where to find everything.

The householder shook his head.

~ Couldn't be," he replied. "Nobody in this house knows

where to look tor anything.”
» s s n

" Hello, Bill. How's your cye getting on now? "

“ Oh, not so bad, Fred; it's mending slowly. Me and the
missus have made it up now."

" Oh, thst's good "
__

"Yes, she only threw the tnble-oloth at me this morning.
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A recruit, fed up with ai-my liic, thought he would try to
“ work his ticket."

He sketched a duck on the barrack-room wall, and began to
throw crumbs of bread to it.

Vi/hen the sergeant saw him, he gave him a large shovel.
“ VVhat's this ior? " asked tht recruit, continuing his half-wit

pretence.
"You go into the field at the back," answered the sergeant,

" and dig and dig until you come to water for a pond. Then your
duck can swim in real water, and not on fi brain-wave."

a a * »

An old farmer went to the dentist to have an aching molar
removed. The operation was completed, and the patient then
instructed the dentist to remove the next One.

" It isn’t neeessary," explained the dentist. " That one only
aches in sympathy."

" Yank it out, then," growled thc farmer. " Darn such
sympathy as that."

ar =¢ »< fe

A yedng Naval officer home on leave was discussing arrange-
ments for his wedding.

Mother, wllo was anxious to make a good show, exclaimed
“ ‘rm-n, don’t forget when the eake is Cut you mnst help the bride
th cut it with your sword."

“ Bar," said Tom, " I've nel gal a sword #only a revolver."
“ \Vell," said father, “ I can see naught else for it, lad. Tha'll

lla’ to shoot it "
s=
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In an hotel up North, a sent had just been awakened at an
early hour.

" Who's there? " he demanded in a sleepy voice.
" Quick, quick, sirl " shouted the page, " Get up! There’s

an air raid "

" Air raid, is it? " grunted the Scot. Thcn he added, " Wull,
mind ye, ladrlif, if 1 do get up I winna pay fer the bedl "

=¢ » ir =r

The celebrated pianist had been boasting all through dinner.
Finally he held up his two hands dramatically and exclaimed:
“These ten fingers have made me worlddamous."

The bored little man opposite asked drily; "Pianist or
pickpocket? "
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" I wonder ii I could borrow your carpebsweeper, Mrs. Smith "

“ I‘m sorry, but he joined up last week."
=¢ ai in a

" My dcar, I never imagined you would marry the man you
did."

" Neither did I, darling. I disliked his ways, but I adored his

means."
» ir rs z

"we have to work to very close limits in enr warkslreps.

Have vou had any experience in that direction? "

"Yes, sir. For several years 1 used to cut the ham far
restaurant sandwiches."

rr e rr a

WIFE " There was a time when you always called me Daisy

now it'S Mrs. Brown, as if I were (hc merest stranger to you,

Hvseaka "1've found ent my mistake. Daisies shut up at

night."
rr a fe re

Two burglars had broken into a tai1or's shop and were sorting
ent some suits when one oi them saw one marked ten ginneas,

" Bert, look at the price el that one," he said. " Why, ivs

downright robbery "

fa >¢ =~ ir

HUsBANr> " You will never succeed in making that dog obey

you.”
Wire. “ Nonsense* It is only a matter of patience, I had

difficulty with you at iirst."
s s . r

~ 1 always laugh when 1 see anything funny."
~ Yen must enjoy yourself when you shave."

.r e e .

“ Care to buy a nicc letter-opener, sir? "

“ Dori't need one. I'm married."
e rr

»= ir

“Newspapers are one-sided."

“ How is that? "

" They always make a fuss when a famous man dies hnt never

when a famous man is born."
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" Is it true that your son had tbecause of Car trouble? H 0 give up his musical studies

" Yes. 1 enriidnx stand it any more."
r r s r

"1-rather, did izdisen make the Iirst taiking-maehinei ~

 Ne, my son. God made the i' ~t tlk` Y h'Edison made the first one that could be xt e1?"mg mac me' but
* >\= t »<

“ 1 think that when
ri man marries he should give up his ehihf'

Great scott That's just the time he needs it mdst."
e . _ s

Enrrevek; “in this letter, Miss Smith, you ,me Spd,
embarrass once with one 'r’ and enee with two."

TYPIST: ” I'n\ sorry sir. Which one shall correct? "

Enrrevek " Wliy-er -the wrong one, df course."
a ur ir at

" Pass me the salt, please."
" Do you take me for a waiter? "

" No. I mistook you for It gentltwuitn ”

1 xr =¢
ir

Finer cannie " Vi`hat's your man like, Skeeter? "

rigm§r;;%N;>0§(r;;rnrn; " Left-minded, and keeps 'is change in 'is

x= >t
sr =r

PoLr('r.MAN: " The car thief was lt Th
turned turtle and he was pinned undernfrggig itI"S"' C Car had

rnseeerek " Then he was caught with the goods on him, eh "

. . t s

The other day a youngster
1' d I b

The clerk whe was interviewing iiiiii Zgskedrhislsarrx 3 ad Porter'
" Morrison, sir," he replied, “ 'erbert Morrison."

iSn‘t';t\;Vell," said the clerk, “ that's a pretty well-known name,

" It ought to be," replied th b "I’ b

groceries in the town for nearly twin y)dars." Ve een dclwenng

,,

l

§

%
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Scorrrsrr Firm S-mn: "I was offered £100 to remain in

America."
Sanchsrrc Cnrrrc " By Scotland or America."

rs » r er

“ Something is preying on my mind."
“ Don't worry; it will die of starvation."

tr ur 1 n

A dusky son of one of our colonial units was busily engaged in

a eootic hunt. When asked by a sergeant what he was doing, he
replied “ I'se a-huntin' of dem 'rithmetic bug "

SERGEANT “Why do you call them arithmetic bugs? "

Dusxv ONE “ ‘Cause dey add to ma misery, dey subtracts
from ma pleasure, dey divides ma attention, and dey multiply like
hell "

» at » e

At a soldier’s dance, a sergeant suddenly dropped dn his hands
and knees, evidently searching for something, “What are you

looking for, sergeant? ” asked the hall manager.

" I have dropped a piece of toffee," he replied. " Well, never
mind that. You're obstructing the dancers," said the manager.

“What dd I care?" snapped the sergeant. “ You see, my
teeth are in it."

r e rs a

To strike an original note the promoters of a fancy-dress ball
in aid of war charities instructed a footman to announce the guests
by the names of the characters they represented.

Two women arrived in costumes which puzzled the footman,
so he announced them as " Two ladies of no character in

particular."
t= ur »t 1

Hosnzss: "Are you sure you won’t have another slice of

cake, Willie ? "

snhtr Guess (pemehv) "Nd, thank you. I'll be having a

proper tea when I get home."
at tr er nr

A Scottish visitor to Rhodesia was taken by a Bulawayo friend
to the famous " \Vorld's View," a desolate and rocky spot.

\Vhen they arrived at the tdp, the Scotsman surveyed the
mighty panorama.

"Mon," he said, in awestruck tones, “ what an awfu' place

tae lose a gowf bal"
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_Houslewlrl-; " You would stand a bcttcr chance of getting a

]ob lf you would shave and make yourself prcsentablef'
TRAMP " Yes, ma’am; I found that out ycars ago.”

=r »= if »r

“ Have you cvvr seen anything lliaf seems fe grow with such
leaps and bounds? "

“ Yes, the childrcn in the apartment above,"
»r i= ae »=

" You dent say you gel riel of that nice ledger of years, Mrs.
Brody? "

“ Yes, I got suspicious of him. He said he was a Bachelor of

Arts, and I found out he had a wife and two children in Liverpool."
=u »= * i=

He is a vary clever man who is as clever as lie thinks his wife
ought to thmk he is.

a >¢ »< >¢

In the old days the (locklicy cabdriver, like the Dublin jzlrvey,
was fl pastrnastcr in thc art of spontaneous witticism, and it would
be strange indeed if his more-or-less successor, the bus conductor,
were lacking in this respect.

It is related that a small boy handed thc conductor of a London
bus an all-day ticket which was so riddled with punch-holes that it
was rliffieiill to find a apel left to punch. However, the eendiiefer
managcrl to clip one corner of it and, as hc handed it hack to the
buy, said I," Vi/hen you get home, Sonny, put that on the pianola;
it'll play Little Man, Yolfvc Had a Busy Da)/.' "

» ir »¢ s=

Private Smith limped up to thc medical officer, with lii5 nose
swollen, and both his eyes blackvd.

“ What's your trouble? " asked the M.0,
 1 was on rnni ralien, air," saifl Smith, " and a sniper potted

the inr anrl burst il."
" Hut what hit you to get you into such a state? "

" 'Arf the ennipany, sir "

if
~ ir »

The doctor had overhauled his patient,
“Yon confess that you arn bad tempered," lle said. "I

suppose you know that science has discovered that your bad
eernper is caused by an ugly liffle niierebe? "

" Hush " said fhe pacienr " Fer geedneae sake, speak
quietly, doctor! Shr's sitting in the next room."
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BRANCHES.

PORTSMOUTH.

srAl_w.ui'rs miss.

Our record this month is, unfortunately, a somewhat melancholy
one. Since the last issue of THE Hop LEAF GAzla1"rl: two stalwarts
of the Trade at Portsmouth have passed over, and they have left
gaps in our ranks which will be difficult indeed to fill,

First ean-re the regretted news ofthe death, at fhe eeniparafively
early age of 58, of dear elfl Geerge srnarl, lanrllera of lhe Clarence

Garelene, Nerllr End, Whose illness of sevrral months had been

causing a great deal of apprelirneian anrl anxiety. A fernier
rnernlaer of fhe city Council, lvlr. C.. H, Smart had fer a number of

years been an oufstanding personality and loader in the defence

erganiaaliene of flie Trade, not only in Portsmouth haf throughout
Hampshire and lhe Isle of Wight, and he proved a worthy successor
to the lafe George Golding when hc was appointed seerefary of fhe

Perlarneaili, Gosport ana District Licensed vielnallers Protection
and Benevolent sneiefy_ 'rhie was re years ago and, before fhia

appointment, his active work for the members linrl embraced fhal
of Treaenrer. He also fulfilled other effieea and, as thc principal
organizer ef the seeielya social fanefinna-nelalaly in rg37 when
the seeiefy celebrated ife eenfenary and entertained fhe Defenee
League of England and Wales during their annual conference-~hc
achieved a reputation whieli extended far beyond fhe confines of

his nafive eify_ Mr. Smart was also wcll known in Masonic eirelee
and was a Paar Master of Landperf Lodge Ne. 1770 and P,A,G.D.C,

of Hainpahire and the Isle of Wight. He had an outstanding
pereenalify and applied unbounding energy and keen interest to

every office he filled anfl his efforts undoubtedly enhaneed the

status and efrengfh ef the Society which remained until fhe lael

hours of his life hie eliief eeneern. A wide circle of friends in almost
every Sphere of life aranpafliiae with lhe wirlew ana family of four
sons and ene daughter wire nienrn his rleafli,

A uizlzmi REAUZED.

The othcl' stalwart whose death has occurred is Mr. Robert
Q* Br>la") lslyfhe, mine heel of the Pompey Hotel, situated just

outside flie Fraffen Park football ground. Mr, lalyfh, a typical
sem, was pr-ehalily laefler known as a footballer flian as a publican,

but in both spheres he achieved a great deal of distinction. A

native of Glcnbufk in Ayrshire, he cams back to Portsmouth in

1899 as one of the original professional players selected to carry the

banner of Portsmouth to victory and fame. As a footballer he had
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e career that wus probably unique, innsrnueh as he lilled che post in

turn ol captain of the team, plfiym'-manager, manager, director of

the eernpuny und, eventually, viee_eheii~inun sinri eheirnien of the
beerri of directors. A keen judge ot u ple;/er :ind of renin bienri,
his advice and practical uxpcricncc was ol immense valur to thc
elub and he wus highly esrreinrd berh by players enri e<1ininistrsrei~s
all over thc country. The dream oi his life was realized when in

rhe lest of the pre-war years he sew l’o\npt>y hir the EA. sup et

\\`crnhlny, and it was indeed fi proud “ Bob" Blyth who stood
bcsirlc thc King and sew the trophy handed ever to the rtaptain of

the tcam. He was in his 73rd ycar.

UCENSING HGURES.

Statistics are nee usueuy nhegerher popular hire, but am

Sure Hop Leaf readers will forgive me ll this month l x'CfCr to what
may bc Callttrl thc trfnrl Of the Tmtle in recvnt yfvars in Portsmouth.
Tli\‘S<‘ ligurf-5 Ware rnzlde available hy our ncw Chief Colutiilile on
rhe eve of the annual lincnsing sessions for the riey. Sinrr rgng
there has been IA (lvcrcasc in the llumber of liCt‘l\C(‘S in Pmtsmouth
bi 294, which is seinewhef remarkable cnnsirlcring rhe expansion
of thr city in those venrs. Thirty_five years ago there were 778
“ on " and ery " eff " licences in existence, rriuking n total of 995,
or epprerirnerely one licence to every ren of the popiilation. Today
there is eppreriinereiy one to every 304 of the population. Frein
rge5 to the present deze, eb monopoly veiue licences, ee " off"
licences and r5 ehernisrs' lieenees have been greriteri; and during
the snrne period, ers licensed premises bnve been elesed upon
payment of eeninenserien at u mei ensr of just on geyneee, an
avcrage of £1,243 for each licence rc-fused as redundant. Since
ree5, the monopoly vfilnc pnid to the Inland Revrnue in rcsprct
of new licences (including new grants) hes been ggn,g45. A furthrr
h'\tC1`(¥Sting fact revealed by the Chirf Constable WHS that Since thc
hir raids started, nb fewer than 73 licensed premises have been
nestreveri by enerny action which gives some slight indication of

what POri<i'|\0\Jth has suffered generally.

Emu., A s.., Lea Ti.. c...-_ vm., c..i.. sw., u..4:.,.

HOTELS' & CATERING DEPARTMENT
MEssRs. H. as G. s1MoNDs LTD.,

THE BREWERY _ _ _ READING.
Telephone READING 3431.

Hotels under the nme control:
EVENLODE HousE.

Emenx.
Tezepmmi Ne.r Eynnhern us,

GERSTDN Homn,
Pemrrora.

Tekphonr No.: Peigneen sais,

GROSVENOR. HOUSE,

ANCHOR norm.,
Knmuw, Nu. mums.

Tezepinme No.: Kennford 214.

ANGEL HOTEL,

HIGH STBIZET, Simnllls.

Tzlsplumo No, Staines 156.

ANGLERS' HOTEL,
menu.

Telepham Ne.; Eghnin 99.

BAcoN ARMS Ho'rEL.

omnn srimur, Nnwnuiw.

Texeplwnr Nr.: Newbury eos.

BATH Anus HOTEL,
cunnen, seimnsiirr.

Talapkane No.: Cheddar 25.

BLACK PRINCE HOTEL.
Pnuwns Rrsneiwimir.

Telephone Ne. Prineee Risborough rn.

BUSH HOTEL,
Mennr Pun, Wnirmenen.

rezepzwne Ne. wehinghnin 134.

CROWN HOTEL.
Win' Munir Pmoi, Ctmxclsrls.

Trzepnem Nr.: cirenessber zss.

CEDDAR CHEESE,

Baum swim-r, Ennpnru.

zwprme Nr.; Bending asisu.

EASTGATE HOTEL
lu’ “Tzu Hum,” Onow.
Tdephons Na.: Oxford 26%.

cevnnsnen.
Te1¢plMm¢ No.: Bending 12045.

K1NG's ARMS HOTEL,
sremunnvwu.

zwzeprnme Ne.; nerinege ra.

MARQUIS OF LORNE,
READING.

Tslaphvm No.: Reading 317611.

QUEEN'S HOTEL,
Enemiexuuan, mme.

Tekphone Nr.: Ein-nbemugh moo.

QUEEN'S HOTEL»
Mumlr PLAUB, NIWBUBY.

Tebplums No.: Newbury 47.

ST. GEORGE h DRAGON HOTEL,
wnnuvn, Bum.

Talaphone Nr. Wu-gr-uve is.

sm? Homin,
Rnnnre.

rezeplrene zvnr needing anzoii.

BUNNENGDALE HOTEL,
su-rmmnnmr, Eau.

Tekplums Ne.: Amot zos.

WATERSIDE HOTEL,
mmm Bnnum, lmmr-rw.

zhzeplum Ne.: Emma svsu.


