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MR. A. J. HALL.

To our gallery of photographs which have appeared in the-
position of honour in this journal, we are pleased to add the portrait
of Mr. Hall, whose whole work-a-day life has been devoted
to the care of horses.

Recently Mr. Hall completed 36 years’ service at the Brewery,

prior to which he had been employed by Messrs. Sutton & Sons
of this town. He is now foreman of all the stables and responsible.
for the care of the whole of our horses, which at one time number
100, During Mr. Hall's close study of our dumb friends over so
many years he has acquired a vast and practical knowledge of the
handling and treatment of horses which has been intensified by a
great affection for the animals in his care. In these times, when
special attention and extra care and airraid precautions are
necessary, Mr. Hall's natural fondness for horses makes him a
willing watcher over their safety and it is no exaggeration to say
that they return his devotion in the only way in which these highly
intelligent animals can shew  their apprecation. The prompt
obedience to his call, the nuzzling of a soft nose, are demonstrations.
of returned affection which are only earned by animal-lovers.

Mr. Hall's practical knowledge of veterinary work is evinced
by the almost entire absence of ailments amongst the horses and
his success in this direction has been conspicuous over many years.

In the course of his career, Mr. Hall has won many First Prizes
in Ploughing Matches and in Agricultural Shows in the district for
the excellent condition of horses exhibited. Older mcmhcrs of the
Firm will recall the beautiful pair of bays, “ Capstan "
* Dragoon,” which were awarded four First Prizes £
competitions. The horses were a perfect pair, cach with four

ite socks " and were great favourites for many, years. In these
competitions the condition of the harness and the handling of the
horses were also taken into consideration in the awards.

by-gone years Mr. Hall took part in the large scale
manoeuvres for which the Firm contracted and recalls numerous.
incidents connected with various Cavalry Brigades to which his
beer supply waggon was attached. On one aceasion he was greatly
worried by the loss of two barrels of beer during a night bivouac.
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The barrels were found empty at the bottom of a hill, but the
culprits were not discovered, although it was anticipated that the
disposal of 72 gallons of beer would have led to gaps in the ranks.
at early morning parade.

Mr. Hall joined the Berks Royal Horse Artillery when that
unit was first formed and went to camp at Churn and Salisbury
Plain on various occasions. ~ At the outbreak of the last Great War,
he volunteered for service overseas, but was rejeeted three times ;
he eventually was accepted in 1916 and was sent to France to join
the Indian Veterinary Hospital at Rouen. ~Later he was promoted
to the rank of Sergeant and posted to the 23rd Division A.C.
Subsequently he was transferred to * B ” Battery, 10znd Brigade,
Royal Horse Artillery, at West Hooter Camp, Belgium, and
thence he went with the Division to Italy where he remained until
the end of the war.

With a natural antipathy to the motor transport, the advent
of which greatly reduced the number of horses employed, Mr. Hall
humorously remarks that in the whole of his carcer he has never
had to go out at night to pull a horse out of a ditch or fo tow one
Thome.
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Take a little wine for thy stomack’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—The Bible.

T

THE EDITOR’S CHAIR
(By C.H.P)
R.AF. OFFICER'S MOVE.

An interesting change of srvice has been given to M Rchard
Pryce Lloyd, who, as an officer of the Royal Air Force on the
Balloon Barrage since the outbreak of the war, has been transferred
to the education branch of the R-A.F., says The Carmarthen Journal.
There he will hold the responsible post of instructor in mathematics
o cadets.  This offce in civillfe was on the staff of the Lundon
County Council He is the elder of two sons of M.

of New ki i dis younger days, i fur
years pas the repiesentative o a large brewing firms Messrs, H, &
Simonds T, was well known and & welcome figure all ver South
Wales. ‘The other son was the late Dr. T, , who was
medical superintendent of the Gty Lo )il Tl o
lieutenant in the R. The névw appoiatment for o e
Pryce Lioyd w.u L give plmm to the many friends of his father and

e (now Mrs. Tumner-Linton) who mmm married

et v Nov iy

Z

TRANSMISSION OF THE SPIRIT.

“Do you believe in transmission of the spirit ?

* Certainly—pass the Scotch.”

A WONDERFUL EVENING |

t really was a wonderful party. Last thing I remember
dcarl\ was Bronson getting into Jones's grandfather clock and
{rying to tolephone 1o s wit.

Born Sorky |

Was sorry to see you come out of the Green Man last night,
said the vicar,

Tom,”
“ Aye, T were sorry meself. But you do have to come out
some toime.”"
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WaaAT MoE ?

e green_countryside in spri

noonlit night, and a
hc.um(ul gu’l ; what more could a o g

nt 7" writes a

A competent lawy«, I should think.

THE CRY OF AN A.RP. WORKER

Bombs are bursting,
I'm a'thirstin

Where's the nearest public house ?
Splinters u ying,

T'm half

Thirsty s 3 blsnking louse

Guns are firing,

hirs
And I must q..md, it or T'll die.
PrE. A. R. STEED, in the RACS. Ltd’s
Journal Together.

DREAMS AND DRE:

s

An advertiser who announces that people are suffering from
* blitz dreams,” and suggests that they should avoid them by taking
B

lndeh b, el mied e inteccating questian whethr maors
dreams are being dreamed—and to better purpose—in war-time
than in peace, says The Times. The Caesars are supposed to have

turned_their dreams to military advantage, and, according to
Suetonius, a_dream saved the life of the Emperor Augustus at the
battle of Philippi ; but examples of successtul drcaming in Todern

varfare do not leap to the memory. It is true that an American
correspondent recently informed The Times that he had dreamed
that the ans had tunnelled underneath the Straits of Dover,
where thelr n ks were pouring out of a hole near the Kent cost—
and the value of this partlcnhr dream may possibly be revealed in
time. Certainl clieve John Aubrey, still more incredible
prophecies have been fulflled ; for he tells s that * Lady Seymour
dreame aw a nest with nine finches in it. And so many
children she had by the Earl of Winchelsey, whose name is Finch. W
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TiE DREAVS THAT MATTER.

But the dreams of the rank and file can have little effect on
the outcome of this struggle. It is the dreams of the executive that
atter. And here it is pertinent to recall that Napoleon hardly
am until on his deathbed he dictated a

loes not dream. He can do with a small allowance of
sleep, and is capable of taking it when he pleases. The people who
dream are those who lie awake worrying. If we could all follow
the example of the Duke of Wellington, who said, T make a point
never to lie awake,” and who covered his face with a newspaper at
Quastre Bras and ‘et 89 aleep Immeriat, (Wi sHomIA ot o
ery well without our doses of “X.” And when Morpheus
Jiichlas obatina ) ere) it Wl o i\ St ica RS com
temporary poet and not * dwell upon the form of Marshal Geering,”
But think of things as round but more ende’\nng -
all, or a Jarge recumbent shee
o <htr|v, solemn, lazy clouds a ’\ppmnng
> wisp s In an ciderdown of secp,

Ovk GREATEST WEAPOY.

Driving through Weston-super-Mare recently, the town's War
Weapons Week, the King said to members of his party
“This is our greatest weapon—the spirit of the people.’”

EVERY Dav |

“Carry your gas mask every day, and be prepared in every
way."!

No gas attack need cause you fear with respirator always ne
So take it with you all the time, and learn by heart this little
rhym.

“ Carry your gas mask every day
way.”

and be prepared in every

Stups

The Vhllun Tnstitute, Pittsburg, have announced the intro-
duction of a powerful new drug called hydroxyethylapocupreine,
and known as “ Seventy-one " for short, which has been used
Urittvely sigaivet pusizsionia

t is produced artificially from constituents of quinine, and
was first developed at the Institute in 1035,
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““ Arcowoi BETTER THAN ASPIRIN.”

Doctors experimenting with analgesics (substances which
reduce pain) found that ethyl alcohol had a greater effect than
aspirin.

;- This remarkable advantage of alcohol over aspirn,” says
the Lancet, “is by pharmacologists, who, in the
lAbora (i xau» lmw feascdlydong justice to the virtues

a double whisl eless, “aspirin may_reasonably be
Tegarded 8 the best aneeat analgesic yet evolved.”

CRICKET.

With the constant calls by the Government for man power for

A Torces and work of National importance, it is becoming
ety dieule forsusey o With aport,esitis T3, Wit
is the best |hmg to be done? That is a burning qu mnn Many
local clubs have had to put their sports gear in storage for the
duration. Shall we do the same ?

e e @ splendid Sports Ground and it would be a great

pity .| we did not continue to m long a:
The fime may come when cucumslancu: compq s to forego all
all” games but, until the us carry on.
, is the opinion of the commllwc o[ tlu\ Cricket Club.

Thatlst

By the time that these notes appear in Tre Hop LEAF GAZETTE,
the annual general meeting will have confimed or amended the
recommendations of (hc committee, viz. :—" To run along on the
same lines as last year.” Then we had one Imm and all the matches
were played on our own ground.

Our playing strength does not look very formidable at present,
but one never knows. The hour often produces the man.

With the large influx of ladies on the staff, both clerical and
manual, there may be quite a number who would like to takr w
cricket. With the extra hour of daylight this summer, we

able to do something for them during the Jingee evenings, e
el o bl g il gy

By the time the summer Scason commences the ground should
be in good playing trim as much hard work is being done on ity
ndes G G experienced  grou , and the
supporters of cricket and tennis should be well satisted:
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RECIPE FOR OLD AGE.

Mary Ann_ Jenner, who has died at Wallington, Surrey.
at the age of 100, wat the danghter of 3 man who lived to

S0 the grandehild of & uf she seid by
Oiv i Sie was due {0 Racdl\ ekl ain food anda glAss of ale
with her supper.

CARROTS AND BEES.

'he wg;,v&hun nm(l\" in Parliament, that c.umls should be

sold bx confecti as an alternative to sweets for eating by
children, is not 5o fantastic as some may think. One of the eaies
o( (arrtvt~ which are first mentioned as growing wild in Greece,
for bees, the insects relishing the sweetness of the carrot.

Dt LA B 1 i et ki s e A e
consumption. The ancient association between carrots and the
insect which gives us honey, therefore, suggests some justification
r the new classification of the familiar root as a sweet-meat

substitute.
SHAKESPEARE Up-T0-DATE.

The ingenious reader of Shakespeare can, if he cares, find
plenty of quotations apt to the present struggle. For example :—

he careless fire-watcher.—* Thou hast wore ont thy pump !
(Romeo end Juliel).

The petrol shortage.— This Lapwing runs away with the
Shell * (Hamlet).

Lifts for pedestrians.—— The nine-men’s Morri is fi'd up
(Midsummer Night's Dream)

The torch-user.—* The battery once again ! (Henry V).

" (Hanlel).

Road recklessness.—** O most wicked speed

he bomb-crater.—** O pardon me, thou bleeding piece of
earth | (Julivs Cacsar).

Summer time.
strikes one.”

It was two ere I left him, and now the clock

*“ The hours come back ! That did I never hear.”
(Comedy of Errors).
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Tuis ENGLAND.
m by a canon of St. Paul’s was sung in St. Paul's when

the Ro\‘al “Society of St. George held its St George's Day service
in the crypt.

The poem,  This England,” may certainly be regarded as
a war poem, although it was published by exander just
before war began ; and it has acquired a decp significance in the
light of after events. This is the poem

0 litl isle of mountain and of metow,
heather,foses and grey
Sasonn o i xog e it oy
[ e hcms, O England, turn to thee ?
On thee, ere now acclaimed the qucen of nations
The tortured peoples wait to seek release
From jealous fears and selfish aspirations
Amid thy sheltered ways of ancient peace,

In

For the true path man’s troubled soul i groping :
Be thou to him quil lights that burn
Far off 1o some tired traveller st hoping
Homeward at last from exile to return.
Crown the long magic of thy guided story
With sovereien counsels generous and free,
And let it be thy final page of
That all teew's hearts; © Kagland, furn to. thes.

THE ONLY ONE.

If you can keep yourself from going crackers
Atall the things that you're advised to do,
When Hitler sends his horrid air attackers
With squibs and bombs to try and frighten you,
11 you can hear that hllish banshee waming
O B g feelvi v ot

T you can sleep in dug-oats Uil the morning
And never feel you need a better rest,

1 you can laugh at every blackout stumble
\or murmur when you cannot find a pub,

‘Then, “Sit it's clear you'll be a b hero
And what is more you'll be the only one.
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A PoPULAR RENDEZVOUS.

During one of my visits to our Social Club I was agrecably
surprised £0 sce o many members present, a large number of whom
were on Fire Watchers mongst the company were the
E. S. Phipps, the Company’s
Rmh.\ulwn our worthy Chief

of o
a g'mw of i and. both dis isplay
(Sding Tadits, wers indulging i an Impromptu dasce,
e popular Stewaniess, Wes. Holsms, obliting ot the piano The
Steward wa t the bar sceing to the wants of the inner
Ton, Oue ol Cib 2 G & vory penl Sonse w18 o
providing social tercourse and hcalthy recreation for all who
re it, and we owe the officials who run it so successfully a decp
ey gratitude.

“ Sir, what shall T put loss of working hou g air raids
down to?

MaNAGER : * Overhead Expenses.

Getting up early, s merely a matter of will-
power. | The téamph of maind over mattress |

wiEr PETTY OFFICER : “ The enemy are as thick as peas.
What shall we do? "

CAPTAIN : “ Shell ‘em ; shell 'em!”
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BREWERY JOTTINGS
(BY W. DUNSTER.)

The phatorspmckiie (Y cohes wilct Brpesrclin e a%
issue was an excellent likeness and everywhere favourably
mented upon. _ He is wel liked and well known everywhere on i
Brewery and no doubt has a most arduous job—particularly at the

rranging for the prompt despatch of lorries. ~But he
Boesit allv.munsmllc Tt is also worth recording that he has three
sons in the Transport department, although just now two are away
Sorving in HLM, Forces. S0 It s 1ft for the youngest o carry on
the family tradition.

Mr. A arple, one of our war.time stafl who used to live in
s et e , heard the news that his
house bad been destro Bkt ackioin e lerpien connent
well lhc vileand L wers ot thereat. the t
mmrk c»er\one will He took his ill-luck with 2 Siile
SR TE il be abight o

MERVS By, of GirkScrstanel cerasaent s Ao of
well proud owing to his prowess at the recent Reading
chool sports.  This boy, P. W. Mundy, won the 100 yards Junior
School {open), the 220 yards Junior School (open), and_ running
particularly well in the rel  had the pleasure of greatly
assisting his House to win th

Jorod
Football stll flouishes at Resdisics forithe tesm, Lo pather
Lt st e doing remarkably
well—are w g et of Tha: Hiaiches And over London XI's,
fho. T spte of many .hmculm the “ boys " are putting out
every effort and are plu.wng all those who see them play and gates
¢ been quite good.

The call-up of several of the staff who have been waiting for
some while has now taken place. We have lost Mes
jand, " youg ” Fullbrook, of the
Genernl omu- wlnﬂ has joined the R A.F. There are quite
s b s xobataesod fof 50 B ALK, and ase
dally cxpedting R nofices, oW withfhe segiration of
the * forties ” and over we may ing even more. " Of course,
number of the e have to regist
W e
in Canada, writes glowing accounts of that country and the
hospitality of the il e R K Drury has a boy also in the
in Canada, and he has good news of that glorious country

Bl

as well,
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Unfortunately, Mr. . W. Freeman has been laid up again, but
I am given to understand the trouble has been_successfully
diagnosed and he is expected soon to be back with us. He
certainly has been haying & rough time lately but we all wih him
a speedy recovery. There are a few others who have had shor
spell off duty oving to lnes, bt there bas been nothing like an
epidemic this winter as on other occasions in the past

‘The first aid post has proved its worth in many ways and the
personnel on duty lately have proved their worth as well, Miss P.
Hammond has passed the Home Nursing Test of the Red Cross.

It's an ill wind, ete. Whilst on overtime looking for an
¢ shilng to baiance, Mr. Tom Kent, OC. of our first aid
led out to.an'aceident. During the tme hel was

Y parat M R Drtads yith whom he had been ” calling
t, being on his own so to speak,
e & ey Short while foimehelFlacg
Vbob  andl the  all clear " for avertime was soundad!ance again
Mr. A H, Hopkins, Hon. Secretary of the H. & G. Simonds
Savi ociation, tells as a record number of
e 560 62 b o s iy Bl e b
of savings stamps, and every weck shows an increase in this respect

who has been a member of the Travelling
has now left us, having been called up as a
Listitcaant i Ahe TEN.R. W8 al wiih Do sbecy Suctnde

The employees of our branches situated in towns which have
been * blitzed " are sticking it well and deserve every congratulation
for the way they are carrying on i such diffclt and  teying
circumstances.  They are often in our thoughts

We had a visit a short while ago from Mr. F. Blggs, of Southsea
Branch, and if he will pardon me saying so, he appeared larger than
ever. He looked well, and we were all very pleased to sce him.

The following changes have taken place recently and to all
tenants we wish every succes

The arpeters Arms, Hayes (Wheles's Wycombe Ereweriss

Ltd)—Mrs. L. Gri
i}

The Grey Horse, Sunbmy (H. & G
Stroude.

The Prince of Wales, Feltham (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mr.
G. H. Johnson.

onds Ltd.)—Mr.

The North Star, Slough (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mr. F. W.
Motteram
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The Griffin, Caversham (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mr. L. W. J.
Duguid.

uguid.
(Mx. L. Duguid is well known at the Brewery, having been
on the staff for some years, and a previous tenant, so
he is now renewing old associations.)
The Crown, Lower Basildon (H. & G. Simonds Ltd)—Mr
H. C. Middletor
We regret to record the death of Mrs. C. Mitchen
Jolly Gardener, Holyport, the widow of the late Mr.
Mitchener, who had been tenant of this House since October, mh

1 of the

SERGT.-PILOT TUEBS.

The funeral of Sergt-Pilot Albert William Tubbs, R.A.F.,
eldest son of Major and Mrs. A. Tubbs, of the Red Lion, Whitcleaf,
took place at Monks Risborough Parish Church.

Sergt -Pilot Tubbs, who was 27 years of age, was killed in a
ccident on March 4th. He' liad been for ars in the

and he was one of the first British pilots concerned in the
wid whxch led to the destruction of Stavanger acrodrome in Norway
of the coastal command and then the long range fighter
squadmn 06 ho e ey eiiat Tin ree L July he
was shot down in the North Sea with a wound in the leg, but w:

picked up and rescucd.

yery keen sporteman, Sergt Pilot Tubbs boxed for three
years iAo heavyweight and was more than
Runner-up in the RAF. boxing championships. He was also a
pl:lvmg member of the Aylesbury Rugby XV.

was educated at the Royal Grammar School, High
\‘«»combc which he left to go into the R.A.F.

His father, Major Tubbs, served in_the last war in France in
the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and has been
chairman of the Monks Risborough British Legion since 1926,

In a letter to our Mr. C. Bennett, Major A. Tubbs writes as
follows

t was very nice of you to write about our boy and we

realise x,\ the number of letters received from people all over

the country who had met him, how he endeared himself to
them everywhere he went.”

2 m & small world ; we did not know until we saow

Mr. Ashby 0P LEAF GAZETTE that he was

i 1he satne Mlight 40 mgd when a Sergeant."”
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Ruffles, of our first aid party, has just reccived his
certificate from St. Joh n Ambulance Brigade statighat e hus
been re-examined for the third year in Air Raid Precautions and
First Ald for Air Raid Casualtie, and.satitied ¢hio examiner

During the last few wecks excellent work has been put in on
behalf of the Red Cross and the Royal Berkshire Hospital. In the
fist place  priz of 3 bs. of nlons was on show in e ar and all

asked to join in and win st being one penny pe
e el Lo il o
next week a mystery prize was offered-—this was a pair of glasses—
and over (1 was obtained. The third prize offered was 3} dozen
eggs ; actually, the prize was split up into three, thus, Is/, two
dozen eggs ; 2nd, 1 dozen ; and 3rd, half-a-dozen. The excellent
2 a1y e Ry
Berlhire Hospital,  The donor of the eggs, Mr.J. Hyde, Glencove,
N bl Ride, Wokiigiard® stiifiod pat 1 i B 5
swell the total—a splendid gesture, all will agree.

“ DAFFODILS

The/posts haye gung et praiss
With every year’s young dawn
And chanted thelr restsection
By river and lake and lawn

mong the mounds o the churchyards
L

T e e e

They nod in the growing grasses

Where finches and thrushes sing :

They arden with fragrance
TR R

They enter the toiling city :

And he who a moment stops

May fill his soul with a beauty
That flashes from stalls and shops.

God gathered gold from I)\o \unwt
dint from a rippled il

Then borrowed & bell rom it

And gave us—a daff

S. E. CoLuiys.
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NATURE NOTE.
(sY cp).
ARRIVAL OF THE MIGRANT BIRDS.

PARTRIDGES ARE 1D

L PARENTS.

It was on Thursday, March 27th, this year, that T first heard
that little olive-green, primrose-yellow bird, the chiff-chaff. There
king the notes, chiff, chaff, chaff, chiff, chaff. Since
then I have heard and seen scores of them. On Sunday, April 6th,

was no mist

T strolled a dozen or so miles along the banks of the Kennet and
Holy Brook and, as I neared Reading I was delighted to have
my first glimpse of a swallow. Then I noticed six or seven more.
With them were a number of sandmartins. The wind was bitterly
cold and these birds had their work cut out to catch a good meal of
flies. They repeatedly picked the insects off the water. One
swallow seemed particularly pleased to catch a caddis which
emerged from the rushes and took what was probably his first—
and last—flight in this world. Tn their eagerness to find food,
the steel-blue swallows, and mouse-coloured martins, with their
white throats, took little notice of me and I could clearly hear

them snap up an occasional fly within a range of only a few feet
from where I was standing. During my ramble T was also very
pleased to hear the short sweet song of the willow warbler ; it was
a little silver stream of song, trickling from the tree-tops. The
willow wren’s song is somewhat as follows : ** Tip-tip—twee-twee—
twee-twe

way-—tway—tway—tway—tway " ; the wood wren's
“ Tit-tre-eecece.”

The missel thrushes seem to sing the louder the stronger the
wind that blows and they were voicing their spring feclings in joyous
fashion. A song-thrush, too, occasionally burst forth into song,

Pretty knew it, pretty knew it,
Come and see, come and see ;
Knee-deep, knee-deep,

Cherry sweet, cherry sweet ;
Tome! Tome! Tome
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BUTTERFLY, AND BIRD'S NEST.

As early as March 18th, a large cabbage white butterfly
emerged from its chrysalis. T had kept it in a box since it was a
caterpillar in the autumn and had watched, with great interest,
its various stages of development into the beautiful perfect fly
which I have before me as I write. My word! what an effort
he had to make to free himself from his chrysalis case and when
he had completed the task I thought how wonderful it was to have
those expansive wings folded up in the tiny case without crease
or damage of any kind. Truly the days of miracles have by no
means passed |

On Sunday, March 23rd, T found a hedgesparrow's nest and

the following Sunday it contained the first blue egg.
BEAUTIFUL NESTS.

Speaking of nests, I think the long-tailed tit’s comes casily
first from the point of view of artistic skill and beauty. Oval-
shaped, the nest is composed of wool, moss and spiders’ webs
felted together in marvellous fashion. It is lined with hundreds,
if not thousands, of feathers. while the outside is silvered over with
lichens. The chaffinch's nest is a good second. Cup-shaped, the
nest consists of much the same material as that of the long-tailed
tit's and is lined with feathers, down and hair. There is one such
thing of beauty in our Sports Ground and I do hope those who
find it will leave the nest unmolested.

THOSE OLD RASCALS—THE ROOKS !

I have spent some more interesting hours watching the old
rooks in Coley Park. As I mentioned last month, there is laxness
in the domestic doings of these birds and on my last visit to this
housing estate in the trees T was more than ever convinced that,
morally, the rooks are old

scals.

NESTS IN CENTRE OF THE TOWN.

Right in the centre of Reading, in the Vicarage grounds of
St. Mary’s Church, there are about a'dozen of these nests.
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Birds do indeed select strange sites in which to build. There
is a blue-tit’s nest in Gun Street

T

X GUBS AND PARTRIDGES.

There are many little fox cubs about by now, and to watch
them play is one of the most amusing and delightful ** movies
to be witnessed at this time of year in the countryside. As a rule,
baby foxes are born on one quarter day, March 25th, and partridges
on another quarter day, June 24th.

IDEAL PARENTS.

By the way, partridges arc ideal parents. The hen bird
carefully covers up each gg as she lays them. When sitting, and
e leaves the nest, the eggs are allowed to be exposed so that they

can absorb the oxygen so essential to them. The cock partridge
is a very gallant gentleman. While his wife is sitting on the nest
he is ever close at hand throughout the long nights to see that no
harm befalls her. And when the first chicks are hatched father
partridge takes charge of them, allowing the mother bird to carry
on in comfort until the whole family comes forth. Even then,
like the little gentleman he is, father continues to share the responsi-
bility of caring for the children.

You are worthy of the highest praise, Mr. Partridge, and many
Man would do well to follow your fine example !

GATHERINGS OF BIRDS.

Most of the birds have, of course, paired by now and the list
of the migrants that come to us for the summer will soon be complete
You see but few birds flocking together now, though I did sce about
a dozen goldfinches feeding in company. Perhaps T should have
said a “charm ” of goldfinches, for that is the correct name for
a gathering of these birds. And, I suppose—though it does not
matter much to me—we should say, concerning a gathering of
snipe, a wisp ; woodcocks, a fall ; plovers, a congregation ; starlings,
a murmuration ; nightingales, a watch ; larks, an exaltation ;

Terons, a sedge ; curlews, a herd ; and sheldrakes, a dopping







