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ille. rx. _[_ HALL.

To our gallery of photographs whieh have appeared in the
position of honourin this journal, we are pleasedto add the portrait
of Mr. rt. _| Hall, whosewholr worlea-day lite has horn devoted
to the rare of horses.

Recently Mr. Hall ooinplotetl 3o rears' servireat the Brewery,
prior to which he had been emploved by Messrs. Sutton & Sons
of tllis town. He is now foreman oi all the stablesand responsible
ior the care:of the whole oi our horses,which at one time numbered
mo. During Mr. Hall`s close study of our dumb friends over so
many years he has acquireda vastand practical knowledge oi the
handling and treatmentui horseswhich has been intensilied by a

great affection for the animals in his care. ln these times, when
special attention and extra eare and air-raid precautions arc
necessary, Mr, Halls natural fondnessfor horses makes him a

willing watoher over their safety and it is no exaggerationto say
that they return his devotion in the only way in which these highly
intelligent animals can shew their appreciation. The prompt
obedienceto his call, the nuzzling ol a soft nose, art- demonstrations
of returned affection which are only earned by animal-lovers,

Mr. Halls practical knowledge of veterinary work is evinced
bi the almost entire absenceof ailments amongst the horses and
his sueerssin this direction has been conspicuousover many years,

In the course oi his career, ilr. Hall has won manyFirst Prizes
in Ploughing Matches and in Agricultural Shows in the district for
rho excellent conditionof horsesexhibited. Older membersof the
Firm will recall the beautiful pair of bays, ~capstan" and
~‘Dragoon," which were awarded four First Prizes at local
eompetitions. The horses were a perfect pair, each with tour
~~ white socks" and were great favouritesfor manyyears. In those
competitionsthe condition of the harnessand the handling of the
horses were also taken into considerationin thc awards.

In oy-gone years Mr. Hall took part in thc large soale
manoeuvrestor which the Firrn contractedand recalls numerous
incidents oonneoted with various cavalry Brigades to which his
beersupply waggonwas attached. On oneoccasionhr- was greatly
worried by the loss of two barrels of beerduring a night bivouac,
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The barrels were found empty at the bottom ot a hill, hut the
culprits were not discovered,although it was anticipatedthat the
disposal of 72 gallons of hr-er would have led to gaps in the ranks
at early morning parade.

Mr. Hall joined the Berks Royal Horse Artillery when that
llnit was first iormed and wont to camp at Cllurn and Salisbury
Plain on various occasions. At the outbreak of the last GreatWar,
he volunteered for service overseas,but was rejectedthree times
he eventually was acceptedin roro and was sent to France to join
the Indian Veterinary Hospital at Rouen. Later he was promoted
to the rank ol Sergeantand posted to the 23rd Division /tc.
Subsequentlyhe was transferredto " B " Battery, roznd Brigade,
Royal Horse Artillery, at West Hooter Camp, Belgium, and
thence he went \vith thc Division to Italy where he remained until
the end of the war.

With a natural antipathy to the motor transport, the advent
of which greatly reduced thc nulnbcr of horses employed,Mr. Hall
humorousli' remarks that in the whole of his careerhe has never
had to go out at night to pull a horse out of a ditch or to tow one
home.
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Take alittle wine for thy stomach’ssake and thine oft
infirmities.-TheBible.

HAT
I`0I7l

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, C. H P.)

R.A.F. Ol-I-i<;ER's MOVE.

An interestingchange of servicehas been given to Mr. Richard
Prycc I.1<ry-ri, wirb, as an officer of the Royal Air Force on the
Balloon Barragc sincethe outbreak of the War, has been transferred
to the educationbranch of the R.A.F.,says The Carmarthenjoumal.
There he will hold the responsiblepostof instructor in mathematics
to cadets. This officer in civil lite was on the staff of the London
CountyCouncil. He is thc elderof two sons of Mr. RichardLloyd
(now tri New Query), wire, as rr brewer in his younger days, and fer
yrrrre pastthe representativeof n largebrewingfirm, Messrs. H. & G.
SimondsLtd., was Well known and a Welcome figure all over South
\’\'ales, The other son was the late Dr. T. J, Lloyd, \vho was
rneiiienl errperinteirder-rt of tire city Ledge, cerdifi, and surgeon-
iirrrtenenr in tire R.N.\'.R. Tire new appointmentier Mr. Richard
Pryee Lloyd wiu give plrererrre tb thc many friends of iris fatherand

of iris sisterMerrie (now Mrs. Tirrner-Linton) who rerrntly rnnrrien
andsettled downat New Quay.

TRANsMrssioN or THE Semlr.
" Do you belit-ve in transmissionof the spirit "

~certerin1y-pagethe sebteb."

;\ Woxunrufur. EVENTNCI

ree,it really was er wtrnderirii party. Leer tiring 1 remember
eienriy wee Bronson getting inte _lones's grandfathereieek end
trying to teiepirtrneto nie wife.

BOTH Soxrw

~ 1 wee sorry tb see you eenre brit ofthe Grren Men inet night,-
Tom," said thc vicar,

"Ayc, I were sorry rncself, But you do have to come out
some toimc."
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WHAT MURE ?

"The green countryside in spring, a moonlit night, and a
beautiful girl; what more coulda sensible man want? " Writes a
romantic reader.

A competent lawyer, 1 eirenirl think.

THE CRY or AN A.R.P. WQRKER.

Bombs are bursting,
1'rrr ertlrireting,
VVhere's the nearestpublic house
Splinters ilying,
l'm half crying,
Thirsty as a blinking louse.

Guns are firing,
Nevertiring,
Gosh My blasted throat is dry-~
Bombs rnrry burst
But I've a thirst,
And must quench it or I'Ll die.

PTH. A, R. STEEU, in the R.A.C,S, Ltd.'s
Journal Together.

DREAMS AND DREAMERS.

An advertiserwlrb announcestliet pebple are suffering frbrn
" blitz dreams,"and suggeststhat they shouldavoid them by taking
doses of "  has raised the interesting question whether more
dreams are being dreamed-andto better purpose-inwar-time
than in pence, says The Timer. The Caesarsare supposed tb have
turned their dreams to military advantage, and, according to
srretbnirre, rr dreirrn saved tire life bf the Emperor Augustus at the
brittle of Pirilippi; brit examples bf successfuldrfenrrring irr rnbrierrr
warfare do not leap to the memory. It is true that an American
correspondentrecently informed The Times that he had dreamed
that the Germanshad tunnelled underneaththe Straits of Dover,
whcre their tanks were pouring init bf rr hrilr near rlre Kent wet-
and the valueof this particular dreammay possibly be revealed in
time. Certainly, if we believe John Aubrey, still more incredible
prophecies have been fulfilled for he tells us that " Lady Seymour
dreamedshe saw a nest with nine finches in it. And so many
children she had by the Earl of \Vinehelsey,whosename is Finch."
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THE DREAMS THAT MATTER.

But the dreamsof the rank and file can have little effect on
the outcome of this struggle. It is the dreamsof the executive that
matter. And here it is pertinent to recall that Napoleon hardly
mentionedthe Word dream until on his dcathbed he dictatvd a
memorandumon the utilization of Versailles, and anotheron thr
reorganizationof the National Guard, and labelled these, rathcr
pathctically," Dream I " and " Dream 2." The truth is that the
born leader docsnot dream. He cando with a small allowance oi
sleep,and is capableof taking it when he pleases, The people who
dream are those who lic awake worrying. If wc could all follow
the example of the Dukeof VVellington, who said, " I makea point
nevcrto lie awake," and who eoveredhis face with a newspaperat

Quartrc Bras and went to sleep immediately, we should get along
very well without our doses of " X." And when Morpheus is
particularly obstinate, we should follow thc advice ni a con-
temporary poet and not “ dwell upon the form oi Marshal Gcering,"

But think of things as round but more endearing_
A puif-ball, or a large recumbentsheep,
Or stately, solemn, lazy clouds appearing
To Wrap us in an eiderdownoi sleep.

OUR GREATEST WEAPON.

Driving through \Veston»super-Mare recently, the town's “far
\‘Veapons Week, thc King said to membersof his party

"This is our greatestweapon-r-the spirit of the people."

EVERY DAY!

“ carry your gas mask every day, and be preparedin every
way."

No gas attack nced causeyou fear with respirator alwaysnear.
So take it with Vou all the time, and learn by heart this littlc

rhyme
" Carry your gas mask every day, and bc preparedin every

way."

SlMPLl-;

The Mellon institute, Pittsburg, have announced the intro.
duetion of a powerful now drug called lrydroayetliylapoeiipiririe,
and known as "sevontyfonu" for short, which has been used
effeetiyely against pneumonia.

It is produced artificially from constituentsof quininc, and
was first developedat the Institute in 1935.
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“A1.col-mi BETTER THAN ASPTRTN.”

Doctors experimenting with analgesics (substances which
reduce pain) iound that ethyl alcohol had a greater effect than
aspirin.

" This remarkableadvantage of alcohol ovrr aspirin," says
the Lancet, "is worthy of nntc by pharmaeologists,who, in the
laboratory, at any rate, have scarcelydone justice to the virtues
of a double whisky. Nevertheless,aspirin may reasonably be
regardedas the best universal analgesic yet evolved."

CRICKET.

With the constant calls by the Government for man powerfor
HM. Forces and work of National importance, it is becoming
increasinglydifficult to carry on with sport, writes J.w.J. what
is the bestthing to bc done? That is a burning question Many
local clubs have had to put their sports gear in storage ior tht:
duration. Shall we do the same?

\\'e have a splendid Sports Ground and it would be a great
pity if we did not eentinue to make use of it as long as possible.
The time may eome when circumstancescompel us to forego all
our " Ball " games but, until thc last moment, lct us carry on,
That, at least, is the opinion oi the eommitteo ofthe Cricket Club.

By the time that thcsc notes appearin THE HOP LEAF GAzr:'lTE,
the annual general meetingwill have confirmed or amcnrletl thc
recommendationsof the committee, viz. I-" To run alongon the
samclines aslastyear." Thenwe had oneteam andall the matches
were played on our own ground.

Our playingstrength does not look very formidable at present,
but onenever knows, The hour often producesthe man.

\\`ith thc large influx of ladies on the staff, both clerical and
manual, there may be quite a number who would like to take up
triekrt. with the extra hour of daylight this summer,we may be
ableto do somethingfor them during the longer evenings, ii the
ground ls not fully occupied by the club on Saturday afternoons.

By thu time the summerseasoncommtnccsthe ground should
bi* in good playing trim as mueh hard work is being done on it,

under thc rliroetion of an oaporionood groundsman, and the
supportersof cricket and tennisshould bc well satisfied.
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REcir'E Eoft OLD AGE.

Mrs. Mary Ann Jenner,who has died at Wallington, Surrey,
at the age of ree, was thc daughterof a man who lived to be oo
and the grandchild of fi woman who was 102. But she said her
own old age was due to hard worlr, plain food and a glass of ale
with hcr supper.

Ctmrfors AND BEl:s,

The suggestion, matle in Parliament, that earrots should be
sold by cnnfectioners as an alternativeto sweets for eating by
children, is not so fnntllstic as somemay think. One of the earliest
uses of carrots,which arefirst mentionedas growingwild in Greece,
was as food for bees, the insects relislling the sweetnessof the carrot.
Not till latcr on were carrots utilised as vegetables for human
consumption. The ancient association between carrots and the
insect which gives us honey, therefore, suggestssome justification
for the new classification of the familiar root as a swcct-moat
substitute.

Sl-lAKnsr'l:Alela Ul>-'lo-DATE.

The ingenious reatler of' Shakespeareean, if hc eares, fintl
plenty of quotationsapt to the present struggle. For example :-

The eareltssfirt--ivatclier.--“ Thou hast wore out thy purnpl 'l
(ltomeo 4,»ld_/1¢liet).

The petrol shortage.-~'This Lapwing runs away with thc
shell " (Humlst).

Lifts for pcrlcstrians.-“ The nine-inen's ltlorris is fil’d up
(rirfolsommef Nighfs Dream).

The toreh-user.-~"The battery once again l' (Henry V).

Road reeltlessness.-~o most wieltetl speed 'l (Hamlet).

The bomb-crater.-“O pardon me, thou bleeding piece of

earth " (jztlius traerav).

Summer tirne.-~ It was two ere 1 left him, anrl now the eloelr
strikes one."

“ The hours come back! That did I never hear."
(Comedyof Evwvs).
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Tl-lls Exsmxlv.

A poem by a canon of st. Paul's was sung in st. Paul's when
the Royal Society of St. George held its St. Georges Day service
in the crypt.

The poem, "This England," may certainly be regardedas
a war poem, although it was published by Canon Alexander just
before war began; and it has acquired as deep significance in the
light of aftcr events. This is the poem

o little isle of mountain and of meadow,
Lady of heather,rosesand grey sea,

In this dim world of deepeningstorm and shadow
Must not our hearts,o England, turn to thee?

On thee, ere now acclaimedthe queen of nations
The tortured peopleswait to seek release

Fromjealous fearsand selfishaspirations
Amid thy shelteredways nf ancient peace,

For the true path man's troubled soul is groping
Bc thou to him as tranquil lights that burn

Fur off to some tired traveller still hoping
Homeward at last from exile to return.

Crown the long magic of thy guided story
With sovereign counselsgenerousand free,

And let it be thy final page of glory
'That all rnen's hearts, 0 England, turn to thee.

THE OxLv OXE.

It you oan keep yourself from going eraelsers
At all the things thatyonlre advised to do,
\\`hen Hitler sendshis horridair attackers
With squibs and bombs to try and frighten you,
If you canhear that hellish banslfeewarning
Witliout a sinlting feeling in your breast,
If you eansleep in dugrouts till the morning
And neverfeel you need a betterrest,
If you oanlaugh at every blackoutstumble
Nor murmur when you cannot find a pub,
If you eaneat your ration and not grumble
About the wicked priceyou pay lor grub,
Anrl you can kccp depressiondown to zero
And View it all as just zi bit of fun,
Then, " Sir," it's clear you’l1 be a b» hero
andwhat is more you'll be the only one.
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A PoPvLAl< Rl:NDlzzvoU5.

During one of my visits to our Social Tiluh 1 was agreeably
surprisedto seeso many memberspresenT, a large number of whom
were ou Fire vl'aTehei-s' duTy. Amongst The company were The

Two wardens for The night, Mr. E. S. Phipps, the Company-'s
Genoral Secretary, and Mr, A. G. Riohardson,our worThy chief
Accountant and Chairman of our A.R.P. commiTTee. They were
enjoying a game of billiards anfl both displaying errellenl form.
Others, inohiding ladies, were indulging in an impromptu Tlancc,
our popular sTewardess,Mrs. Holmes,obliging at The piano. Tho
Stfward was very busy at The har seeingto The wants of The inner
man. Om' SocialClub is in a very real sensefulfilling irs mission-e

providing social inTeroourse and healthy i~eereaTion for all who
desire iT, and we owe The officials who run iT so successfullya deep
dehT of gi~aTiTude.

A l<`l<\v Srvluns.

" Sir, what shall put loss of working hmlrs during air raids
down to? "

Masaoeir " Ovcrhrad Expenses."

e a s e

Getting up early, says a doctor, is merely a matter uf will-
powor-. Thr Triumph ol mind over maTrressl

s s s .

<`l-llE1= PEr'l`\' OPENER: “ The enemy arv as thick as peas.
\’\`hat ahall we do? "

Ceiyrrxlh " Shell 'om; shcll ’em!"

Tl-in Hoy LEAF G».zETTE. 235

BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(BY W. DUNSTETL)

The photographof Mr. W, Vcnncr which appeared in our lasT
issuc was an eroellenT likeness and everywhere favourably rem-
mvntcrl upon. l-le is well likcd andwell known everywhereon The

Brewery andno rlouhT has a mosT arduousjob-particularly aT The

momcnt~in arranging for The prompt despatchof lorries. Bul he
does iT all with a smile. It is alsoworTh reeerdingThaT he has three
sons in The Transport deparTmenT,although just now two are away
serving in l-ml. Forces. Su iT is lefT for The youngesT to oarryon
The family TradiTion.

Mr. A. Marple, one ol our war-time sTaii who used ro live in

The souTh-easTdistrict very ncar The sea, heard The news ThaT his
house had been desTroyedby enemy aoTion. Mr. Marples eonimenl
was, ~ It was as well The wife and were not There at The time," a

rvmark everyonewill agree with. He took his ill-luck wiTh a smile
and said, " It will be alright afTer The war."

Mr, v, Mundy, of our Secretarial department,has a son of

whom he is well proud owing to his prowess at The rvcfsnt Reading
School sperTs. This looy, P. W. Mundy, won The roo yards Junior
School (open), the seo yards Junior School (open), and running
particularly well in The relay race had The pleasure of grearly
assisting his House to win This evenT.

Football still flourishes at Reading, for the team, or rrlthcr
teams -for we have an amateurside who are doing rrmarkably
well- are winning most of their matches and over London Xl's,
Too. ln spite of many diffieuhies, The " boys " are putting ouT

T-wry rffort and are pleasing all those who soc them play and gates
have been quite good.

Tho call-up oi sevural of the staff who have been vvaiting for
<olnr~ while has now taken place. \\`e havv lost Messrs. S. Brunsrlfn
and F. \\`, Clark to thn Navy, and " young" lfullbrook, of thc
General Office staff, has joined thc R.A.F. There are quitc :T large
number of youngsTerswho have volunteeredfor The R.A.F.and are
daily expeoTing Their call-upnoTiees. Now wiTh The registration of

tho " fortivs " and over we may be losing cv<‘n more. Of course,
there are also a number of the ladies who will have to register
=hr>l'tly. Mr. G. V. Weait, whose boy is in thc R.A.F., somewhere
in ranado, wriTes glowing accounts of ThaT country and The

hospiTaliTi of The iollrs There. Mr. F. Drury hasa boy also in The

R_A.F,, in Tianada,and he has goodnews of that glorious country
as wvll.
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Unfommacely,Mr, F. W. Freemanhas been laid up again, but
I am given to understand thc trouble has been succcssfully
diagnoscd and he is expected soon to be back with us. He
certainly has bccn havinga rough time lately but we all wish him
a speedyrecovery. There are e few others who have had short
spellsoff duty owing to illness, but there has been nothing like an
epidemic this winter as on other occasions in the past.

The first aid post me proved its Worth in many ways and the
personnelon my lately haveproved their worth as wen. Mies P.
Hammondhas passed me Home Nursing Test of the Red Cross,

l('s an ill Wind, cts. \Vhilst on overtime looking for an
elusive slnlling to balance, Mr. Tom Kent, O_O of our first aid
party, was called out to an accident. During the time he was
away his partner,Mr. R, Broad,with whomhe had been " calling "
prior to the 310|-mentionednmdem, being on his own so to Speak,
had a look round and aftvr a very short while found thc missing
“ bob " and the " all clear " for overtimewas soundedonce again.

Mr. A. H, Hopkins, Hon. summary of me 1-L ae c.. simQn<1§‘
savings Asseemien,feng me um as well as A record number of
eemfieamsbeing subscribed fer, he is else selling 3 large number
of savings Kemps, and evrrywcck shows an increasein mis respect,

Mr. H, V. Rivers, who has been a member of the Tmelxing
staff since June leer, has new len us, having been Called up as 3

Liememm ip the R.N.R, we all wish him rvcry Success.

The employeesol our branchessituated in towns which hav#
bccn “ blitzcd " are sticking it well and deserveeverycongratulation
for the way they are carrying on in such difficult and "ying
circumstances. They are nitvn in our thoughts.

V\`c had a Visit a short Whilc agofrom Mr. F, Biggs, of Southiva
Branch, and if he will pm-don me saying 50, he appearedlarger than
ever. He looked well, and we were all vcry pleased to see him.

The following elmnges have mken place recently and m all
tvnants wc wish cvcry success:--

The (farpsnters Arms, Hayes (Wlxeelefs xvyeembe Brcwfries
Ltd.)-Mrs. L. Grimsey.

The Grey Horse, Sunbury (H, & G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr. C. J,
Stroude.

The Prince of \Vales, lfeltlxam  5: G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr.
G. H. johnson.

The North Star, Slough (l-I. 8; G. Simonds Ltd.)-l\Ir, F. \\'.
Motteram.
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The Griffin, Caversham (H. & G. SimondsLtd.)-fMr. L. \f\'.  
Duguid.
(Mr. L_ Duguidis weu knownat the Brewery, lmving been

on me staff for some years, and E pl-emu; menana,S0

he is now renewing old as>ociations_)
The Crown, Lower Basildon  6; G, Simonds l.td,)--Mr.

H. C. Middleton.

VVe regret to record the death of Mrs. C, l\litchencr, of the
jolly Gardener, Holyport, me widow of the late Mr. Frank
Mitchene-r, who had been tenant of this Housesince October, 1915.

SERQT,-mLoT TUBES.

The funeral of Serge.-Pilot Alben Vl/illiam Tubbs, R,A_1=_,
eldest son of Major and Mrs. A. Tubbs, ofthe Red Linn, \\'m¢e1ea1,
took place at Monk; Risburough Parish Church,

sefg¢_»Pi10¢Tubbs, who was 27 yearsof age, was killed in e
flying accident on March 4m He had been for 11 years in the
R.A.F., and he was oneof me me British pilots concernedin me
reid which led to thc desmenonu{Stavangc1'aer0dromcin xofwy.
A memberof the coastalcommand and then me long rangffighter
squadron,he had fave enemy machinesw his Cream. Last july he
was shot downin me North Sea with 3 wound in thc leg, but was
picked up and rescucd.

A very keen sportsman, sefg¢_ePi1<»e 'rubbe boxed for three
years for me R.A_F_ as 3 heavyweigmand was more um. once
runner-up in me R.A.F. boxing elmmpionshipe He was also e
playing memberof me Aylesbury Rugby xv.

He was educated at thc Royal Grammar School, High
Wycombe, which he left to go into (hr R.A.F,

His father, Major Tubbs, served in thc last war in Frzmcc in
thc Oxfordshire and BuckinghamshireLight Infantry and hasbeen
chairman of the Monks Risborough British Legion sincv 1926.

ln a letter to our Mr. C. Bennett, Major A. Tubbs writes as
follows :-

" It was very nice of you to write about nur boy and wc
realise by the number of letters received from peuplc an over
the country who had met him, how he endmred himsuli to
them everywherehe wont."

" It is also a small world we did not know until Wm saw
Mr. Ashby's photo in THE HOP LEAF GAZETTE that hc was

in me same Flight as my son when a sergeant."
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Mr. P. Ruffles, of our first aid party, has just received his
certificate from St. john AmbulanceBrigade stating that he has
been re-examinedfor the third year in Air Raid Precautions and
First Aid for Air Raid Casualties, and satisfied the examiner.

During the last few weeks excellent work has been put in on
behalf of the Red Cross and the RoyalBerkshire Hospital. In the
first place a prize of 3 lbs. of onions was on showin the bar and all
were asked to join in and win them, the cost being one penny per
ticket. The som of gr gs. ad. was realised for this effort. The
next week a mysteryprize was offered-this was a pair of glasses~

and over £1 was obtained. The third prize offered was 3% dozen
eggs; actually, the prize was split up into three, thus, Ist, two
dozen eggs; 2m/1, 1 dozen; and 3rd, half-a-dozen. The excellent
sum of [2 bs. od. was realised and duly forwarded to the Royal
Berkshire Hospital. The donor of the eggs, Mr. J. Hyde, Glencovo,
Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham, in addition put in the sum of 5§~ to

swell the total-a splendid gesture,all will agree.

" DAFFODILS."

The poets have sting their praises
With every year's young dawn
And Charltodtheir resurrection
By river and lake andlawn.

Among the mounds of the ehurcllyards
VVliere slumber our holy dead,
Like emblemsof life eternal
-Like touchesof glory they spread.

They nod in the growinggrasses
\f\`here finehrs and thrrishes sing
They fill the gardenwith fragrance
-The Spirits of glad new Spring.

They enter the toiling city
And he who a moment stops
May fill his soul with at beauty
'l`hat flashes from stalls andshops.

Godgatheredgold from the sunset
-A glint from a rippled rill
Then borrowed a bell from the fairies
And gave us-a daffodil

5. E. C0l.l_lNs.
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NATURE NOTE.
(BY c.H.P.).

ARTUVAL or THE l\llGRANT lllltns.

r‘AlrTRlllGEs Alu; llmmr PARENTS.

It was on Tllllrstlay, March 27th, this year, that I first lleard
that little olive-green, primrosc~ycllowbird, the chiff-chaff. There
was no mistaking the notes, chiff, chaff, chaff, chiff, chaff. Since

then I have heard and seenscores of them. On Sunday,April 6th,

I strolled a dozen or so miles along the banks of the Kennet and
Holy Brook and, as I nearedReading I was delighted to have

my first glimpse of a swallow. Then 1 notieed six or seven more.
\’\'ith them were a number of sandmartins. The Wind was bitterly
cold and these birds had their \vork cut ollt to Catch 3 goodmeal of

flies. They repeatedly picked the insects off the water. One

swallow seemed particularly pleased to eateh a eadrlis whieh

emergedfrom the rushes and took what was probably his first-
and last\flight in this world. In their eagernessto find food,

the steel-blueswallows, and mouse-colouredmartins, with their
white tllroats, took little notice of me and I could clearly hear
them snap up an occasionalfly within a range of only a few feet

from where 1 was standing. During my ramble l was also yery

pleased to hear the short sweetsong of the willow Warbler it was

a little silt-or stream ot song, triekling from the tree»tops. The

willow wren's song is somewhatas follows " Tip~tip--twee-twee\
twee»twee- tway-tway-tway tway-tway "; the wood wren’s

" ‘l`it-tre-eeeeee,”
The missel thrushes seemto sing the louder the stronger the

wind that blowsand they were voicing their springfeelings in joyous

fashion. A song-thrush,too, occasionallyburst forth into song,

srl; ing
Pretty knew it, prettyknew it,

Comeand see, come and see

Knee-deep,knee-deep,
Cherrysweet, cherry sweet
'l`o me To me To me
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BUTTERFLY, AND Erlzlfs NEsT.

As early as March 18th, a large Cabbage white butterfly
emerged from its ehrysalis. I had kept it in a box since it was a

caterpillar in thc autumn and had watched, witll great interest,
its various stages of development into the beautiful perfect fly

which I have before me as I writf. My word! what an effort
hc had to make to free himself from his chrysalis case and when
he had completedthe task 1 thought how wonderful it was to have
those expansive wings folded up in the tiny case without crease
or damage of any kind. Truly the days of miracles have by no

means passed!

On Sunday,Maroh 23rd, I found a liedgosparrovwsnest and
tho following Sundayit contained the first blue rgg.

BEAUTWIJL NEsTs_

Speaking of nests, I think the long~tailed tit's comes easily
iirst from the point of view of artistic skill and beauty. oval-
shaped,the nest is composed oi wool, moss and spiders’ webs
felted together in marvellous fashion. lt is lined with hundreds,
if not thousands,of feathers. While the outside is silvered over with
lichcns. The chaifinch's nest is a good second. Cup-shaped,the
nestconsists of much the same material as that of the long-tailed
tit's and is lined with feathers, down and hair. There is onesuch

thing of beauty in our Sports Ground and I do hope those who
find it will leave the nest unmolested.

Tl-rosl: oLn Rexsc.-iLs--'rl>iE Hooks!

have spent some more interestinghours watehing the old

rocks in Colcy Park. As I mentioned last month, there is laxness

in the domestic doings of these birds and on my last visit to this
housing estate in the trees I was more than ever convinced that.
morally, the rocks are old rascals.

NESTS iN CENTRE or THE Tovlx.

Right in the centre of Reading, in the Vicaragc grounds of

st. Marys Church, there are about a dozen of these nests,
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Birds cle indeed select strange sites in which to build. There
is a blue-titls nest in Gun Street.

Fox cues AND r-ARTTUDGES.

There are many little fox cubs about by now, and to watch
them play is one of the most amusing and delightful " movies "

to be witnessedat this time of year in the countryside. As a rule,

haby foxes areborn on one quarterday, Maroh 25th, and purtridges
on another quarter day, june 24th.

TDEAL mulzxrs.

By the way, par-tridges arc ideal parents. The hen bird
carefully covers up each egg as she lays them. \’Vhen sitting, and
she lcavesthe nest, the eggs are allowedto be exposedso that they
tan absorb the oxygen so essential to them. The cock partridge
is a very gallant gentleman. While his rviie is sitting on the nest
he is everclose at hand throughoutthe long nightsto see that no
harm befalls her, And when the first chicks are hatchedfather
partridge takrs charge of them, allowing the mother bird to carry
on in comfort until the whole family oonies forth. Even then,
like tho little gentlemanhe is, fathercontinues to share the responsie
biliti of caring for the Children.

You areworthy of the highest praise, Mr. Partridge, and many
ri lllr. Man rvould do well to follow your fine example

GATHERNGS or Burns.

Most of thc birds have, of oourse,paired by now and the list
ofthemigrants thatcome to us for the summerwill soon br complete.
You see but few birds flocking together now, though I did see about
n dozen goldiinohes feeding in eompany. Perhaps1 should have
said fi " charm " of goldfinches, for that is the correct name for
a gathering of these birds. And, I suppose~though it does not
matter much to me-rvr should say, concerninga gathering of

snipe, ai wisp wuodcocks, a fall plovers, at congregation starlings,
a murlnuration nightingales, at watch larks, :tn exaltation
hcrons, a sedgc; curlews, ft herd; and sheldrakt-s, a dopping.
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cuclrool

At the time of writing (April rrth) 1 have net heardthe cuckoo.
I supposeno bird has hadso muchwritten about him as the cuckoo.
A schoolboyonce said that the cuckoowas 3 lazy bircl and did not
lay her own eggs: Well, ive wen't telte that statement tee
seriensly,hnt there is still a great deal to learn yet about the
cuckoo. This much, I think, however, you can take as the truth
the cuckoo is zr great egg-thief and after stealing an egg from a

nest she will often fly off with it beiorc devouring it. She has
frequently been seen carrying these eggs in ht-r beak, heneethe
idea hasgained ground that she was conveying her ewn egg to e

nest. As a matter of fact, the cuckoo lays her egg in the nestef

fl fosterer in the same way that any other bird does.

SO MUCH YET TO COME.

The countryside is indeed looking very heantitnl just new.
The seasonis et hit behind, lint Natnre never looks back and there
is progresseverywhere. It is morc than ever refreshing, pnrtien-
larly during these dnrlr days, to ehnnse a quiet spet in the heart

of the eenntry and there to sit and think, letting your thoughts
wander just. where they will-and sometimes they wander yery

ter afield. Rieharrl Jefferies expressesarlrnirnlilv just what l wish
to convey when he says Consider the grasses .ind the eales, the
swallows, thc sweet blue butterfly-they nre une enri all rt sign,
at telren showing helore our eyes earth made inte life. So that
my hope becomesas broad as the horizon titer, reiteratedby every
leaf, sung on every hengh, reileeted in the gleam of every flower.
There is se rnneh for ns yet to eeme, se much to he gethererl,and
enjnyerl, Net for yen entl me, new, lent fer enr mee, ivhn will
ultimately use this magical secret for their happiness.

TAKE rrmlvl Au. 'rl-lEllz Blélxlrrr.

Earth holds secrets enough to give them the life of thc fabled
illllnortals. My heart is fixed firm and stable in the belief that
ultimately the sunshineand thc summer, the flowersand the azure
sky shall lseeeme,as it were, interwoven inte inan's existence.
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He shall telre frern all their bcauty and enjoy their glery. Hence
it is that n newer is to me se much more than stalk and petels.
When l look in the glass l see that every line in my lace means
pessimism ent in spite of my fare-that is my eirperienee-1
remain an nptintist. Time, with an nnstenely hand, has etehed
thin crooked lines, and,deepeningtht- hollows,has cast the original
rypressien inte shadow, Pain and sei-rew flow over ns with little
eensing, as the sea-hoofs beat on the heeeh. Let ns net leelr at

ourselves lint onwards,and talrr strength from the leaf and the

signs of the fields. l*-le is indeed tlespienlile who eannet look
onwards to the ideal life of man.

Nut to do so is to deny our birthright of mind.

TENNIS.

_-xxx UAL GENERAL lllzmlsrh

In the absenceof Captain L_ A. Simonds, Mr. C. H. Perrin
was in the Chairwhen the Tennis Section of the Sports (iluh held
its general meeting on Friday, 28th March.

Officers and Committee :-Captain L. A. Simonds ((`hairman),
Mr, T. W. Bradford (Hon.Treasurer), Mr. R. Huddy (Hon. Secre-
tary), Miss A. M, Prosser, Mrs. R. Huddy, Messrs. C. H. Perrin,
L. Fzlrrance, _I. Hillier and C. G. I_n\vrence.

Representativeselected to Sports Club Lfomrnittec:-Miss
A. M. Prosser, Messrs. L. Farrance and R. Huddy.

Subscriptionsthis year will ztgrlin cover the cost ui supplying
bulls lei- six menths (April te September)and the fee for wives of
membersof the Sports Club will be Izfb as last season, A limitcd
nnrnber of " entsitle " mrmbers can be neeepted, the snhseriptien
being 22/6.

It is hoprrl the grass Courts will be available ter nse early in
liar.

All membersare asked to pny special attention to the rules
of the elnh, and, il further tletnils ere reqnireel, to apply to any
memberof the Committee, ivhe will be pleeseel to explain nny point.


