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MR. H. T. FLEMINGTON.

In this issuewe publishthe photographof Mr. l-l. T. lfleniington,
generalforemanof our Salisbury Plain depotat Ludgershall,which
was establishedmany years ago as a centre for thc control of our
military trade in that wide area.

\Vhen a bottling depot was startedat Salisbury in 1909, Mr.

Flemingtonwas engagedas a memberof the staff andwaspromoted
foreman in 1913. This position he filled until he was called up
elnring the last war to join the 4th Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment
(Tel-ritorials); later he was transferredto the Royal Engineers
Signals and went to Francewith the 27th Division in December,
1914. Woundedat Ypres, he returnedto Englandin April, 1915,

and later once again returned to France with the 58th Division
and remained with his unit until April, 1919. Meet bi his war
service was spent in the Ypres sector. He was with General
Gough’s army in the 1918 retreat.

At the finish of the last war he returnedto Salisbury to take
up his duties as foreman and, in 1923, was transferred from
Salisbury tb Lndgershallfor the mere importantduties of foreman
at the military depot. This position he still holds.

When the extent of the territory and the importanceof the
large permanentbarracks and camps are realized, an impression
of the large organization necessaryfor giving efficient service to
the Army and Royal Air Force scatteredthroughoutthe adjoining
countieswill be gained. The responsibility for ensuring prompt
deliveriesand employing the transportsto the greatestadvantage
lies with Mr. Flemington,wlie is probablyoneof the bestorganisers
of sneli work the Firm possesses. This valuable qnality has never
been more apparentthan in the difficult times through which we

are now passing,when the utmosteconomy in the consumptionof

petrol and the necessityof not covering the sameground twice arc
parantount.

ln addition to the eentrel of the transport,Mr. Flemington is

in chargeof the bottling departmentat Lntlgersliall Branchanathe
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brilliancy and generalcondition of the bottled beersproducedneed
no other testimony to his efficiency as a bottlcr. He is also in
charge of the stocks of beers, wines and spirits and if, as at the
present time, suppliesare restrictedhis work is not lessened,but
increasedby the difficulties of equitabledistribution. There is no
doubt about Mr. Flemington’s qualities as a “ General Utility”
man,who is capableof turninghis handto thenumerousjobswhich
daily arise. His readinessto make thc best of matters when
troubles arise, his endeavoursto surmount obstacles,his patience
and enduranceset a Wonderful exampleto all. ln his labourshe

enjoys the respect and support of the whole of his staff and the
manner in which they all pull togetheris a sure and happy sign
of the pbpiilerity of the foreman.

When his duties will permit, the recreationwhich appealsto
him more than any other is billiards, and thereare very few cueists
within the borders of Wiltshire and the military campswho can
give him points. He would welcome contests with our other
experts when opportunitiespresent themselves.

s/\\/
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’rsakeandthine oft
injimiities.-The Bible.

HAT
10171

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, c. H P.)

“V 11

I spells it with a “ V."~Sam Weller in " Pickwick Papers.”

Tl-IE Goo uri
After a lesson on the gods and goddessesof olden days the

schoolmasterbeganaskinga few questions.

" Now, who was Bacchus?"

Answer was there none! So he tried again.

" Come, come! Mars was the god of war, Venus was the
goddessof lovc, Bacchuswas the god of; he pausedinvitingly.

“ Bookmakcrs?" suggestedone bright lad.

THE USUAL Torlc.
"Short raid last night."

" Yes, hardly worth putting your teeth in for."

Uouesr MAN in ENc1.ANl>.

"I particularly liked Capt. Altham’s story of thc two friends
who many years ago whiled away the tedium of a railway journey
by a discussionon possiblecandidatesfor the title oi 'The ugliest
Man in England: rt was in the dayswhen the division between
railway compartmentsdid not extend to the roof, but one oi the
men did not trouble to lower his voiee as he declared ‘Wel.l, rm
positive there isnt an uglier man in England than the Bishop of

Oxiordf
"Immediately a gargoyle»like Visage appeared over the

partition. 'You should see my brother/ it said. It was the then
Bishop ot Oxford."-The cross.
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EASY !

He worked at a factory where they encouragedthe staff to
think ot ideasfor the smootherrunning of thc business.

Ono morning he was shown into the chairman'soffice and
announcedthat he had thought of a way of insuring that no one
would bc late in future.

“ That sounds good," said the chairman. " How do you
proposeto do it? "

“ Easy, sir, The last man in blows thc whistle."

MARBLE Busrs
Seeingthe notice, " Iron sinks," in a shopwindow, a man went

inside and said that he was perfectly aware of the fact. Alive to
the occasion, thc shop-keeperretaliated ~ Yes, l know, and time
flies, but wine vaults, ,Also sulphursprings,jam rolls, grassslopes,
music stands,moonlight walks, rubber tires and the organstops."

" Quite true, but you've forgottenone thing."

“ What'sthat ? "

“Marble busts!" replied the visitor, and bowed himself out.

Flsl-imc Wrrr-l 'rl-ll-: CORMQRANT.

The rcccnt suggestionthat greateruse should be madeofthe
eorrnorantas an article of diet in thesewar dayswould be thought
foolish enoughin China, for in that country the bird provides the
fisher-folk with a meansof obtainingtheir livelihood. The method
which they employ is a simple one, the bird beinglet from the boat
on a line, and allowed to indulge in its natural fishing propensities,
at which it is adept. The cormorant is then hauled in, and it is

seldom that a good catchis not disgorged.

In order to prevent the natural instinct to swallow the fish
before hc can have time to retrieve it, the fishermanplacesa ring
aroundthe neck ot the bird to restrict the action ofthe gullet.

I noticed a cormoranton the Thames up Pangbourneway
recently.

SPI.ENolo

Husband: " I have tickets for the theatre."

Wye; "Splendid I'll start dressingat once."

Husbt/md: " Yes, do. The tickets are for tomorrow."
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Wlrn 'rl-le Anil-loit‘s Colvlr-l.mENTs.

Two little folk were about to presenttheir grandmotherwith a
handsomelybound copy of the Bible, when suddenlythe little boy
suggestedthey ought really to write “something very nice " just
inside the cover. “ I know what we'll put,” exclaimed his elder
sister. " I've seen it in lots of Daddy'sbooks" So unanimously
they agreed and wrote much to Granny’s surprise~“With the
Author’s compliments."

Wl-rar Am: Lirnb Bors MADE Or?
An increasingpercentageof boys are beingbomin this country,

and in countrydistricts they are sayingthat thc old jingle is proving
itself true once again

VVhat are little girls made oi?
Sugar and spice and all that’s nice.
What are little boys made of ?

snipsand snails and puppy dogs' tails.

As in the last war, they say, when there is a shortageof sugarand
spice and all the niceties of life the birthrate of girls begins tu fall
and the " snips and snails " diet begins to encouragebaby boys!

Be that true or otherwise, the fact remainsthat the official
figures for the past icw months reveal an unusual preponderance
of baby boys.

RuussFon LrrE's Roan.
Be a rudder ; thcn you can steer things your way.

Successcomes a lot quicker pushedby work than pulled by
hope.

A good consciencecan bear very much, and is very joyful in
the midst of adversity.

Be sure you`re right, then go ahead;don't turn round to see
if the neighboursare looking.

The fellow with a clear conscienceand a light heart has no
needof shoulderbraces.

" Say it with flowers," but don't throw the bouquetat yourself.

Successis attainednot by lying awakeat night, but by keeping
awake in the daytime.

The only objectionwe haveto folks who borrow trouble is that
they insist on returning it, with interest.
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A temper is ei finc thing to have. It denotes strength of
character;bllt is too valuable an asset to lose. Kccp it.

That man is alwayssureof an attentivehearingwho has lcarncd
to stop talking when hc has said enough,

Put in oo per cent. of your time tendingto your own business
and so per eent. letting other peoplc's businessalone, and you'll
get into very little trouble.

“ Love-Annes,"
Tomatoes,of which the Minister of Agriculture hopesto see a

record crop raised in Britain this year, were earlier known as
“ love apples"-afaet which recalls a lost opportunity by Charles
Dickens.

In "Pickwick," it will be remembered,during the famous
Bardell v. Pickwick trial there are producedMr. Pickwick’s notes
asking for ~ shopsand tomato sauce," of which SergeantBustua
makes the most as proofs of Mr, l>.'s callous and calculated
deeeption.

But how much more sinister l>ielrwielt's notesmight havebeen
madeby counselhad Dickens not failed, for some reason,to word
the Pielrwielrian requestas " ehopsand love-applc saucet

BEGIN AGAIN,
This is a new day, at thing of

shining beauty.
Rose dawn and blue sky, a

cleanmind fresh andstrong.
Let me be forgetting yester-

day'sold sorrows.
Let me go to meetto-day with

courageand a song.
Let me be forgiving olden

hurt and pain,
This is a new day, a new lite is

beginning, _

Let me bc forgiving old mise
takes and grieving.

Let me lift my heart to it as
flowers to summerrain.

A Slin>r_ls Sour..

“ She'ssuch a simple soul,f‘ we have sometimesheard people
say, patronisingly, of an acquaintance.
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If they only knew what a splendidtribute they were paying

Simplicity is not stupidity. It is the highest wisdom. Tlle
simple person is sincere,becausehe has never troubled to develop
the art oi pretence. He trusts his fellow-beingsbecausehe cannot
imagine anyone whose motives are less than his own. He sees
beautyin the ordinary things of life, becausehe has neverallowed
his vision to becomedlllled or blurred.

He is happy because,having no senseof selfimportance,his
pride is neverhurt.

Yes. it is simple people vvhe are lucky; and they, it anyone
deservetheir luele

THE INCOME Tax COLLECTOR.

The strong man at the fair had just finished squeezing the
juice out of a lemon.

l-lelding it up before the crowd he shouted " I'll give £5 to
anyonewho can squeezeanotherdrop of juice out of this lemon S ”

Up steppeda little man. He gripped the lemon and, to the
surpriseof the crowd, squeezedseveralmore dropsfrom it.

“ It‘s easy," he murmured," I'm an income-tax collector "

TntlE WAsrElzs.

Even the busiestpersonlosesquite a lot of time daily. Frequent
telephoneusers lose three days a year, according to one estimate,
just holding a buzzing receiver waiting for someone to speak,
Another thief of time is indecision-waitingto makeup one’s mind,
The samewriter calculatesthat in an averagelifetime the ordinary
waste of time is madeup as follows 1-

waiting fpr meals   2; years
Answering the door  I year
Standingin queues  0 months
Travelling to work  ._ rg years
Uselessrepetition   2 months
Answeringthe telephone  I month
Making up one's mind   rj years

QurrE H.uuvll.ess,

It was the Englishman'siirst Visit to Scotland, so while he
waited for a train he beganasking thc porter questions.

‘fl suppeseyou have a provost in this town? " he said.
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" Ay," replied the porter,

" Does he have insignia like our mayors do? "

" Have what? ”

” Insignia. Well, tor instance,does he wear a chain? "

A cllain! " exclaimedthe astonishedporter. “ Na, na., he
gangs ziboot loose. But dinna be feared o' him; he's quite
harmless."

THE SPIDERS, Muir.

Memes " jane, 1 found a large cobweb in the dining-reeni
this rnerning, l-law do yeu account for it? "

Maid “ I think it must be them spiders,mum."

A PEcur_rAlz Wolzp.

Heroine is perhapsas peculiar a were as any in the English
language;the ilrst two letters of it are masculine,the first three
feminine, the four first a brave man, and the whole word 2| brave
woman.

CAl-"rAlN or l-ils Sl-lrl>,

little _/ehrmy; “What did paparnean by saying that he was
eaptainof this ship? "

il/rather; “ Oh, that is only his way of saying that he is head
of the house."

Little johnny : "Then if pa is the captain,what are you? "

Mezhrf; “ Well, 1 supposeI am the pilot."
Little johnny 2 " Oh, yes. Then I must be the compass."
Mather: "The compassl \Vhy the compass?"

Little fohnny 2 “ Why, the captain and pilot are alwaysboxing
tlle compass,you know.”

Tl-lE LowER Coeur.

A letter readin the Divorce ceurt said " Au the judges and
all the courts in the world can go to llell.”

Mr. justice Henn Collins remarked: " The writer seems to
want to extend my jurisdiction."
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LET 'EM WAIT.

The intoxicated gentlemanwas vainly endeavouringto open
the front door with his latch-key.

Alter tlie filtlr attempta passer-bystopped.

“ Excuseme, sir," he said, " perhapsI can assistyou."

“ Shcrtainlynot," repliedthe reveller, “ 'Sout ofthe question."

He continuedhis unsuccessfillattacks on the keyhole.

“Look here," said the other man a moment later. “ I'll
knock lor you."

Again the merry one shook his head.

" Most decidedlynot," he protested. " Let 'em wait."

REucs or A Losr RAcE.

“ Charles,"said liis wife, in a ratherominousvoioe. " 1 found
some quernlookingtickets in your desk this morning."

"Did you, dear," replird cliarles weakly.

“ Yes, one of them said, ' Ramesesloo to 7.' What doesthat
mean? "

"Oh, my archaeologicalstudies, dear," respondedCharles.
“ Relics oi a lost race.”

DEATH or MR. ]AlvlEs HOWEY.

We are sorry to record the death of the above memberof the
Building Departmentoi tllis Firm, which occurredon the 31st July,
very suddenlyat the age of 56. “ Jimmy" had beenemployedat
the Brewery for ten yearsasa bricklayer's labourerand plumbers
mate. Previously he had worked in the coal mines oi Durham,
which was his native town, but he came south during the trade
depressiontwelve years ago. He served in tlie last war and was
severelywounded.

His loss is keenly felt by his Workmatesas he was Well liked
and was a good workman. Our deepest sympathy is hereby
expressedto his widow and family in their sad loss. The Building
Departmentwas representedat the funeral service by Messrs. A,
Brown, B. Eymore and F. Hawkins.
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Sr»oT1~Eks‘ TEsTs.

The testsfor Spottersare very diftioult, but thenrajorityoftlinse
who enteredpassedthe 3rd class test and the following have now
passedthe intermediatetest (znd class) 3--R. Coleman(with special
distinction -roo per cent marks) A. P. Bloomfield (with credit-»
94 per cent. marks) A. Saundersand H, Cottam also passed.

A CoNsi-icuous ScccEss.

The A.R.P. exerciseearrieri out on Monday evening,July arst,
was a conspicuoussuccess. In companywith Mr. C. G. Lawrence,
l followed every incident, which meant travelling exceedingly fast.
The organisationof this exercisespeaksvolumes for the Controller,
Capt. D. S. Drcwe, M.<t,, and his Head Warden(Mr. C. G. Lawrence)
who arrangedeverythingto the lastdetail. The Fire Brigade,under
their Chief Officer, Mr. E. A. Tigwell, impressedme tremendously,
also the lfire Bomb Fighting Parties. co-operationby everyone
who took part in this exercisewas the factor which contributedto
this very successfulrvcning and this was endorsedafterwardsby
Mr. F. A. Simondsand Maj.-Gen. Lewin who addressedthe assembly
at the Social (flub, '

Ladies of the ScaldsDepartlnentwlth their male colleagues.
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WORDS OF WISDOM.
No one knows what he can do until he tries. The germs of

successare in every nature, but hard work is required in order to
maturethem. It hasbeensaid that geniusis infinite patience. He
who fixes his eye on a certaingoal,be it ever so high, and makesfor
it with all his strength,is pretty sure to rise above the difficulties
that besethis path.

To know that an action is good is not enough. We must do
it.

Selfishnessis poverty; it is the nrost utter destitution of a
human being. It can bring nothing to its relief ; it addssoreness
to his sorrows; it sharpenshis pains; it aggravatesall the losseshe
is liable to endure, and when goaded to extremes often tums
destroyerand stnkesits last blows on himself.

It gives us nothing to rest in or ily to in trouble 1 it turns our
affectionson ourselves,asthe sapof a tree descendingout of season
from its heavenwardbranchesand making not only its life useless,
but its growth downward.

Thereis nostrengthin exaggeration; eventhe truth is weakened
by being expressedtoo strongly.

It is not necessaryto hope in order to act ; nor to succeedin
order to persevere.

One reasonwhy we all grow wise too slowly is becausewe
nurseour mistakestoo fondly.

We gain double when we relieve a brotherat the price of our
own humiliation.

Do not work so hard that you forget how to play, nor play so
hard that you are not fit for work,

THE DAILY ROUND.

To do somethinggreat and heroic many never come,but you
can make your life heroic by faithfully and daily putting your best
effort into each duty as it comes round.
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Look not mournfully into the past ; it returns no rnore ; wisely
improve the present,and go forth into the shadowy future without
fear and with a manly heart.

Vinegar from a sweet wine is very bitter; so is the angerof a
good»naturedman.

VVisdom is better than strength,and a wise rnan is better than
.1 strongman.

The interior beauty of a soul through habitual lrinrlliness of
thought is greaterthan our words can tell.

A rnan should never be ashamedto acknowledgea rnistalte.
It only means that he is wiser to-day than hc was yesterday.

Faith and gloom are neverbed fellows.

THE LADDER oF LIFE.

Life is a ladder beeausoGod rnade it so; and the rnan who
would eonvert it into a moving stairease,upon which men have
merely to standand the machinerywill do the rest, has a degraded
notion of life‘s possibilities and duties.

Speak little and do not meddle in matters when you are not
required to do so.

Perseverein whatever voeation you may ehooso to follow.
Be of strongheartand do not be discouraged. Difficulties will face
you, trials will besetyou ; but he alone wins who perseveres.

Be readyat every momentto help your neighbour,whoeverhe
be.
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NATURE NOTE.
(BY c.l-l.l>.).

Mlsslil. Tl-lRUsl~r HAs sl-loWER BATH.

The thistleson the waste ground near our sports ground have

gone to seedand any day now you may see dozensof goldfinches

feeding on them. Thesegailyscolouredbirds, like big butterflies,

chatter away cheerily as they teed. They appearto splash the

thistles with gold as they flutter over the tops of the plants and,

if you have a close-upview, you will see how admirably adapted

are their sharply pointed beaksto pick ont the little seeds. On

the wire netting surroundingthe tennis courts a family of spotted

flycatchersmay be seen. The parents are adeptsin the art of

fly-catching and woe betide the winged insect that comes within

rangeof their unerring aim, The spotted ily-catchershave more

mottled, than spotted, breasts, similar to that of the missel

thrush.

BrRD's sr-lowlzii BATH.

I am rather partial to a shower bath, but I never saw any

individual enjoy one more than did a missel thrush on the cricket

pitch the other morning. The water spraywas at work and this

missel thrush ran under it and sat there for a considerabletime.

presentinga very bedraggledappearancewllen at length he thought
it time to make a move, fly on to the fence,and dry himself in the

sun.
On and around this delightful place of recreation you may

gather a fine bouquetof wild flowers, There is yarrow or milfoil,

both pink and white, also seabions, poppies, convolvuluses, and

many other humble little blooms, but all very beautiful.

nooks lvlon l-nanox.

VVhile gatheringa few of these flowers I heard a great some

motion in Coley Park and I noticed that an old heron was being

chased by dozens of rooks. He seemedquite out ot his sphere

as he (lapped his way among the trees frequently hitting the
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brancheswith his great wings. The rooks dived and darted at
him from all quartersand I saw them get in a number oi direct
hits on the heron. He was evidently glad to beat a hastyretreat
and madeoif out oi the parkwith the rooks still in his wake. I do
not know what mischief he had been up to, but the rooks gave
him a very lively time and soon saw him safely off the premises.

As I expect, many oi my readersknow there is a lleronry in
Coley Park,

ABOUT oUr.r.s.

1 saw a few gulls flying very high overhead. The early arrival
of the seagullsinland used to be regardedas a ioresign of severe
weather: but it is rather an indication of the changing habits of
these birds, especially the black»headedgulls which, by the way,
are white-headednow. Both tho herring gulls and the common
gulls have also made their appearance. It would be interesting
to know the causeof this changeof habit. Probablyif is part oi
some general movement in quest of better supplies of food. It
will be useful to some to know how to distinguish the above-
mentionedbirds at sight. The herring girll is the largest of the
three, looking larger than a rook on the wing, and has dark tips
to the Wings. Oi the other two, which look scarcelyso large as
a rook on the wing, the black-headedgull has a conspicuouswhite
edgealong the front oi the wings, while the commongull has black
and white tips to them, the white being at the extremepoint.

FED lN Mm-Ain.

The young swallows are now growing quite strong and it is
interestingto see their parentsfeed them while on the wing. They
pause for a second in mid-air while the mother bird emptiesher
beakiul oi ilies into the mouth of her offspring. You may seethis
happeningevery few minutes up the Thames-sidethese days.

A FEATHERED sum/lARlNlz.

When I disturbed a dabchick with her family oi live sturdy
little chicks the children clarnberedon to their mother's back,
She promptly dived with her preciouscargo and swam with them
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under water right away to the other bank before she came to the
surfaceagain, and thensheand the youngstersquickly disappeared
amid the rushes,

AT THE END or THE “ RUN."

I think I can tell pretty accuratelythe “ run " of a hare, a

rabbit or a rat. While by a trout stream some time ago I came

acrossa " run " that puzzled me a bit. There was more than one

of these "runs" and they all led to the river. Determined to

satisfy my curiosity 1 tracedtheseruns to their source. I iollowed
them some thirty yards to a fenceat the ioot of which was a big

tuft of grass. In this grasswas a m00rhen'snestand the old bird
made me jump a bit as she hurriedly left her home. In it were
three eggsfrom which the ehieks were just emerging. There were
the shells of six other eggs and movementsin the grassdenoted
where the animatedcontentsof theseshells were in hiding, They
were just like little balls of fluff.

ExcEEDlN<; l-l.r;i\TY or NATURE.

By the middle of July the swifts were assemblingin great
numbersprevious to their departureand now many of them have

gone. Eaeli evening large tloeks of rooks may be seenwending

their way home to the rookery. Starlings, too, are returning from
their feedinggroundsin massformations. The pageantof summer
is already on the wane: but even now, from the littleness, and

meanness,forced upon us by circumstances,what a relief to turn
aside to the exceedingplenty of Nature, As Richard Jefferies
says, thereare no bounds to it, there is no comparisonto parallel

it, so great is this generosity. In the slow processof time, as the

humanheart grows larger, such provision, 1 sincerely trust, will be

madethat no one need ever feel anxiety about mere subsistence.

Then,too, let therebe someimitation of this open-handedgenerosity

and divine waste. Let thc generationsto come ieast free of care,

like the finches on the seedsoi the mowing grass, from which no

voice drives them.

Ii l eould but give away as freely as the earth does!
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BREWERY JOTTINGS,
(lar w. DUNSTER).

we have been specially asked by the National Savings
Association to make a determined effort to raise sxlm money
sufficient to buy a war weaponand for £100 (the amountaimedat)
a machine gun can be bought. There are twelve wccks in which
to obtain this money,andit is to be in addition to the usualamounts
subscribedfor through the H. & G, SimondsSavings Association.
Mr. A, H. Hopkins, Secretary of our Savings Association, has
written to the local headquarters,stating that a determinedeffort
will be made, so it is up to all of us to help him in his endeavours.
You may, on readingthis, say, " Well, I am willing to do all I Can,
but how am I to set about it? " The answeris get in toucll with
Mr. A. H. Hopkins (CorrespondenceOffice), who will explain all
details and relieve you of all surplus cash every Friday.

In order to aeeomplishthc object of this Savings Drive, it
will be necessaryto receive between gs and go each week (mlm
to that obtainedthroughour SavingsAssociation), and the simplest
way will be to buy savingsstampswhich are in denominationsof
ed. and aio, and ample stoeks will be available.

Everyone can help if it is only od. a week, so all of you are
specially askedto get busy. Progressof this War Weaponseffort
will be published in future issues of Tue Hou Leer Gazerrr.

Now, all together and help to make a real sueeessoi this
splendid opportunity to "do your bit."

The photographof Mr. jr House whielr appearedin our last
issue brings back memories to the writer to when the bottling
uscd to be done underneaththe presentOffices and thc machinery
then employedwasthought to be the last word. However, we have
progressedsince those days, althoughthe recollectionsstill remain
very vivid in nne's mind. Mr. jack Housewas, in the dayswhen
at the Brewery, quite a hero, in ra sense, for he was a local
football referee,and I considerhe wasvery much a " markedman "
thcn, although I have no doubt he would think otherwise, He
always carried out his football duties in a most efficient manner.
However, he is in every sensea Readingman andwas alwaysknown
at the Brewery as one who thoroughly knew his job and from his
record it is evident he is doing quite as good work at Brighton,
VVell, here's wishing him every success.

I :lm certain all the many friends of Mr, H. C. Davis, our
Hotels and Catering DepartmentManager,will be pleasedto learn
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that his brother has recently been promoted from Divisional
Deteetive Inspector to Chief Inspector in charge of the Murder
Squad at Scotland Yard, and the opportunity is taken to offer
our sincerecongratulations. In regard to young Geoffrey Davis,
who many of us rememberover so well, the latest news is scanty,
but it is understoodhe is somewherein the Middle East on one of
H.M, Destroyers,

We haverecentlyheardfrom NormanH. Lipscombeand in a

letter to Mr. W. Bowyer he writes from the Middle East that he is
quite well, although he paid “ visits ” to Greeceand CrcteAboth
apparentlyof short duration and not too pleasantas we can well

imagine. However, it is nice to know he is sale and sound, and
he also says hc has receiveda number of the issues of THE Hoi-'

LEAF GAZETTE, although a few months behind. As they are
definitely sent him each month he will, no doubt, catchup in due
course. He also mentions that Treacher (of VVinc Stores) is

somewhereout East and he is hoping to llcar definite newsof him

before long. He says he would much like to renew the tasteof

a good “ s.B_" as he eonsidersthe beer they do get rather heavy
for the heat; thc price they pay for a bottle of beer is r/zfd. for
a reputed quart.

He would like to be rememberedto his friends here and
particularly to all his customers. l understandhe has also written
to otller friends in Readingand that he is doing remarkablywell

at his job, recently having gone up the scale a bit and receiving
inereasedpay, which is no doubt very welcome.

The canteenstartedat the Social Club some while ago is going
strong and proving most beneficial, A few weeks ago Mr. W.
Bradford and the writer went over togetherfor a mid~day meal
and we both agreedit was very good and reasonablein price. Vi/rr

were later joined by Mr. F. C. Hawkes, who has lunehed there
several times, and he confirmed our opinion. We all felt oertain
that the canteenwould progressvery rapidly and no doubt with tht-

likelihood of rough weatherlater on it will be a ease of ~ Hous-
iull." I feel that Mr. w. Bradford is very lucky to have securcd
Mrs. Taylor as cook and she is most happyand congenial.

l wonder if the cry, in a few weeks' timc, at Elm Park twhen

the new football seasonstarts) will be " Up the rebels,"for asmany
know, the London Clubs togetherwith a few provincial teams-
this includesReading-havebeenexpelledfrom the Football League
and haveformed a competition of their ovlm, similar to that of last
season when Readingdid so well.
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Before the war the river at Reading was always a " dying
industry," at any ratc according to the boat proprietors,but they
have certainly come into their own this year tor the steamertrips
have been wonderiully patronisedand the smaller river craft, of
all sorts, have been in great demand. The only " fly in the
Omtment " is that you Cannot get a drink on the Steamersas in
prr-war days, and I am sure our trading friends, Messrs. Cawston
and Maynard, only wish we were in a position to supply them as
in the old days. However, there is a good time coming whenthis
affair with Hitler and his gangstersis settled.

kalthough many hold decided views about thc extra hour of
daylight we have been having for the last few months, one thing
lt has proved is that more people have been " out" and in conse-
quenceseemto have cultivatedextra thirsts which has taxed our
housesto the utmost in meeting all demands. l supposethis big
effort which everyoneseemsto be makingby “ Digging for Victory "
does makeone extra “ dry," Orders, especially for Bank Holiday
week, were very heavy,_hut we did our very best for all our trade
and we havereceivedquite a numberof expressionsof appreciation.
However,_1thas been_a easeoi demandbeating supply, and in tht:
case of winesand spirits there is every indication that all lines will
be very short indeed.

We regret to record the following deaths of our tenants,and
to all relatives wc extend our sinceresympathy:-

Mr. john Timberlake, of the Crown, Loudwatcr, who died on
Igth july, had been tenant of this house sinceJanuary,
r93r.

Mr. LeonardSimms, of the Hinds Head, Bracknell, who died
on ?thjuly, had beentenantof this housesince November,
rg;
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