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MR. A. (J_ STRADLING.

In Scpti-niber, 1899, Mr, A. G. Strrtdling joined the clerical
staff of Messrs \v_ <;_ Rogers Ltd., at Jeeeb Street Brewery,
Bristol, rrrrrl at year later was appointedFree Trade Traveller for
the area covering North \’\/ales and the Midlands, For many
years Mr. stredlirrg energetically and successfullyrepresentedhis
Company and largely eerrirlbrrted to the sales amongst the free
trade, subsequentlytaking over the supervisionof the Tied House
trade also. The outbreak oi war in 1914 brought many changes,
and during 1915 and 1916 the diificulties and problemsof military
supplies gave much scope to his versatile qualities until, in
November, 1916, he himself obtained a commission in the Special
Reserveof Officers for the R.F.(§.-thena mere " infant in arms."

Strangely enough, Reading, even at that time, figured in
Mr. Strad1ing’slife story, ior it wasat WantageHall thathe entered
upon his first course of instruction. His various posts and pro-
motions afterwardsleave no doubt as to his value, as assessed
by thosein authority-1stLieutenantandStoresOfficerat Catterick
and York. Staff Officer, 3rd class (Captain) at N.E_ Area H.Q,,
followed, in mrs, by being geretredMajor and Staff Officer (end
class) with an appointmentto H.Q., N.W. Area, at Glasgow in
January, rgrg, Although he was awarded a permanentR_A.F_

commission,ago and pensionregulationsmade him decide to enter
civilian life again.

In December,1919, Mr. Stradling resumedhis occupationat
Jacob Street, Bristol, and took over his old pre-war area until,
in 1935, the Brewery was acquired by Messrs. H. & G. Simonds
Ltd. and merged into the general organization of the parent
Company. To-day, as the Tied House representativeand stock-
taker for the Bristol area, his mileage is no doubt considerably
less, but his work in this capacity is just as valuable to us as it
was to his old company.

Mr. Stradling'sactivities, betlr in Tr-ede and sporting err-eles,

have brought him fame-at least amongst Bristoliuns. As a
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memberni thc Bristol cluh’s noted 1908 " pack," his fiiteen stone
ot solid muscle was somethingto be feared by all opponents. For
a number of yearsas a hookerand " front row specialist" he made
his presencefelt whereverBristol rugby was known.

Later, as coachand memberof committee,his experiencewas
of great value to the club. He has had many and varied interests
in his life, from amateurtrack cycle racing, in the early ’nineties,
to boy chorister and later as a choral basso-profundo, Also
Chairmanof Bristol Committeeof the Royal CommercialTravellers‘
Schoolsand BenevolentInstitution in 1939. In addition, he is a
P.M. of St, Nicholas' Lodge and a P.P,].G.D. of the Province ot
Bristol Frcemasons,and holdsoffice in the WhitsonChapterto-day.

This record of successesand achievementsin various spheres
will be peruscdwith great interest by the rising generationof

employees(many oi whom, however, are now scatteredthroughout Forces) and by Mr. Stradling'swide circle of friends,

fi
\\/
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Take a little wine for thy stomach?sakeandthine oft
infirmities.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, CHP.)

Pnl>lol<EE !

Lady client (trying to bargainfir ir dee) ~ Now you are sure
it is ri pedigreeclog? "

Dealer: " Pedigree! Why, madam, if the dog could talk he
wouldn’t speakto either of ns."

WELL, VVrel.r_

Tlie young woman freni college was explaining. ~ Take an
egg," sire snid, ~ nnri make e perferetinu in the lense witll serne
suitable pointed instrurnerit, nnrl ei correspondingone in tlie apex,
Then, by applying tlie lips to one apertureand tereinly oxhaling
the breetli, diseliurge tlir shell oi its contents."

~ Well, well," said the ferrner'swife, wlie wns listening, “ it
beats all how relies rle things newrulriys_ When l was ri girl, we
just rnederi hole in reeli end and i>lt-w."

\VRAPl>lNG IT Ur' !

The fact that scientistsare theworst offenders(evenworsethan
Civil servants)in the perpetrationof technicaljargon hasonce more
beenprovedby the New Jersey(I'.S,A,) inventor of a quick-drying
ink for the use of newspaperpresses. To show that he has no
secretsfrom tlie great readingpublic, tliis gentlemanhasdeseribeti
his discovery as “ a dihydric alcohol polyester of an unsaturated
dietirlieirylie eeirl selectedtrriin tlie group consisting dt furnririe,
maleic, citraeonic and itaconic acids."

Could anything bc plainer? It inust have been it relative ot
liis who trunsluteri " Twinkle, twinkle, little star" into-

seintiilntt-, seintillute, glohule vivitie,
new edu l futliein your naturc'sspecific f

Lnttily peiseri in tire etiu-r enpueiuirs,
strriiigly reseuilrlirur ii grin rrirlienereeus.
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Om;
Oddly cllougll, rod liquor is still thu bestcure for the blues.

FULL Lisle Mitllli Ol' Sl-o|<‘i’s G|<o\!Nl»_

Our wondoriul Sports Ground is truly fulfilling its purpose-
provitling healthyrecreation to many, and sectionsof the Services
are allowed the useof it. The seasonhas not been by any means
all that could have been dcsirnd and the cricket pitches, alter the
heavy rains, showed unmistakablesigns of hard wear, But the
ground has receivedvery skilled care and despite the nerd wear
the "square" is still in iirst-class condition-atreat to bat or bowl
on. With such an unseasonableseasonit is indeed creditable to
have kept the ground in such an excellent condition. This has
meant a great amount of very hard work, and all praise to tllose
who have performed it.

Tile Taurus Colmrs.

As to the grnss tenniscourts, tliey ere serneof the best it has
ever been my pleasureto play on, and they havebeen the subject
oi much iavourable comment from many quarters. We had a
delightful time there one afternoonand evening this month. We
had the honour of the presenceof two Wimbledon plnyerswne
lady and one gentleman. The tennis was fast and furious, but
we showedthem the stuii that Simonds'is made of and at the end
of many fiercely fought gameshonourswere even and those two
Wimbledonrepresentativesnot only congratulatedus on our courts,
which they said would be a credit to any club, but congratulated
us on our play.

Ar. FnEsco TEA l

And I must tell you about our tea on tllis occasion. We
edrne with tlie necessaryprnvisinns, but no proper Crockery wus
available out of which to drink the tea. Utensilsof variousshapes
and sizes were found and there was I drinking tra out OI a pint
glass, another was drinking from a paste pot, another from a
condensedmilk tin, anotherfrom li jam jar, and yet anotherfrom
a cardboardvessel. If only the cameramanhad been presentto
photographus aswe sat on thatseatdrinking to our hearts'content
out of theseunusualtea Containers! But it all addedto the fun
er the fair and after seinevery hard gentesit did net matter niueh
where thedrink cztvnc from so long asit wasthere. " Have another,
Charlie? " kindly asked one oi the company. " \Vllat, another
pint l No, thanks,I don`t drirlk much-tea, In tact, I am almost
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rr leutotaller." They all laughedand rn-le Wag nrlrlerl, " l'm glad
you spelt it correctly! " Well, aiter this delightiul interval, wc
continued the game with renewedvigour and did not cease firing
until the shadesof night were falling.

Guolu Or<cANlzA'rloN.

And to run a Sports Club, particularly in thesedays, requires
a lot of careful organization. This leaves nothing to be desired.
Mr. W. Bradford may be seen frequentlyon the ground attending
to things in generalin his well-known competentway. The cricket
section could not have an ebler Secretarythan Mr. Jelley, while
Mr, Huddy, in a similar capacity, runs the tennis to the great
satisfaction of all. Nor must I forget the ladies who so kindly
assistwith the teas, Theseare indeed wonderful, consideringthe
war-time rations, and more than ever welcome and refreshing
after a strenuoustime on the cricket field or tennis courts. Vi/e,
who play, nwe theselnrlies a great debt of grnrllnae for giving up
so much of their sparetime to cater for our enjoyment.

THAT Ll'rrLE BROWN Bum!

Partridge shooting commencedon September Ist and that
little brown bird with thc chocolate-colouredhorseshoeon hi: grey
breast doubtless tested the skill of many a sportsman. What
happy memories partridge shooting recalls. The long walks
through acresof roots in the Septembersun with a fresh westerly
breeze blowing -how invigorating! Or perhapsthe day is rainy
and me roots are waterlogged;me walks rlrrnngn them are a jey
all thc same, though ol a diiierent character,ior no rain dumps
the spirit of the true sportsmen. 1 well rernernbr-r, nm lnng ago.
a covey coming over a cottagehigh and very fast. Bang Bang I

and n fine slrnr brought down two birds with n right and len.
The spot was not far removed from Audleys Vi/'ood and the gun
concernedwas the Chairman and Managing Director oi a great
Brewery. lt was indeed good shouting!

SLoucl-l’s lflxsr HONOKARY FREEMAN.

Another piece of municipal history was made in Slough on
Monday, August 18th, when at a large assembly of the loading
citizens in the Town Hall, thc first name was inscribed upon
Slough's roll ni Honorary Freemen of the Borough. Oncc again
the central figure of the cnrelnonywas Alderman Edward Thomas
Bowyer, ].P, (eldestbrotherof our Home Trade Manager), whose
personagc, for future generations, will always be inscparably
linked with the memorablc years when Slough iirst became a
borough and took its place in the ranks of the municipalities of
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England. He was Charter Mayor oi Slough,receiving the Charter
oi Incorporation for his native town, grantedby the King, at the
handsof thc Lord Lieutenantof the County. Already possessing
the remarkablerecord of having been Chairman of the Council
on eachoccasionduring the pastthirty yearswhen an enlargement
oi the town's boundariestook place, he likewise was first Mayor
of Slough, holding that ollice for the first two yearsoi Slough'slife
as n berenglr The Mayor send; "1 ern sure, in making this
presentationto Alderman Bowyer, it is only a small thing that
Slough een do to give lnnr in the future years serne repaymentfor
the time that he has given to Slough."

A REMARKAHLE Rlicolm.

Alderman Bowyer was no less than six times Chairman of the
slonglr U.D.C. and fer rg yearsa County Councillor. He has been
a trusteeof the Slough Odd Fellows' Society for 37 years. He is
Governor of the Slough GrammarSchool,Presidentof the Thomas
Gray Parents'Association,Chairmanofthe RagstoneRoadSchool
Managers. Then his work is well known in Slough on behalf oi the
Hospital. He was Chairman of the Slough Hospital Committee
for 22 years, and he is now a memberoi the Board of Management
of King Edward VII Hospital, Vice-President of thc Slough
Maternity Home, and Presidentof the St. _Iohn Ambulance, He
renderedgreat service to the Slough British Legion. But lor the
kindnessof AldermanBowyer in his gift of land, it is doubtful if
they would have had tl\e Lady Haig Club. He presentedthe
playing fields and made other gifts of land for widening strike
Road and V\'exl\am Road. Alderman Bowyer is Chairman of
many important cnnnnlrfees This by no means includes all of
Alderman Bowyer's activities in order to further the best interests
oi his fellow men. Never was such an honour, and it is indeed
e great one, more richly deserved.

Well done,good and faithiul servant!

Fr<EEMAN's Pklvluzclis.

Somestrangeguesseshave beenllazardcd as to the privileges
which can be claimedby a manon whom thc Freedomol a Borough
has been eonlenerl, as the Wmrisnf, Slough mi Eton Express
points out. In actual fact, thereare no special privileges attaching
to the honour,but it is a direct link with ancientusage,as the Mayor
of Slough made clear in a brief summary which hc gave at the
ceremony. Before 1835, when Municipal Corporations were
reiormed,Freemenwere a constituentpart oi the Corporationsand
did have special rights and privileges, such as, in some cases.
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exemptionfrom tolls and dues;and before 1832 it was often only
the Freemanwho had the right to votc. Their right to be Freemen
dependedon the Charterand customsof a Borough, and might be
claimed by birth, apprenticeshipto another Freeman, purchase,
gift, or marriage. It was, in fact, a relic ol the old mediaeval
Guilds. In older boroughsthere is still a roll of Freelnenon which
certainpersonsmay claim to havetheir namrsinscribed,but newer
boroughs may create only Honorary Freemcn, under an Act of
1885 incorporated in the Local Government Act of 1933» This
indicates that a Council may admit to be Honorary Freemen
personsof rlistinotion and any personswho have renrleretl eminent
service to the borough. Thus an Honorary Freeman'stitle is
newerandharderearnedthan that of a Freeman,the only similarity
being that neither ran claim exemption from rates or indeed any
other privilege.

Gas MASK Aho Box or Fisl-uno Fhlles.

An enthusiastic fisherman on returning from lmeronsliire in
the early tlays of the war thought that the little hag in which he
carried his box of artificial flies, etc., would be just the thing for
his gas mask. He took ont his box of flies and replacedit by thc
gas mask. It was a perfeet fit. Bot he had another day's ily'
fishing, so he pot the gas mask away carefully and again placed
the box of flies in the hog. He caughtsomenice trout, ont on his
return home he forgot to againexchangehis flies for the gas mask,
and for months he was carrying about the box of fishing lnres
thinking it was his gas mash.

V\'hat a good thing he did not have occasionto use his mask
during those months!

THAT BIRDLESS GRUVE!

I don’t know wllether you haveheardthis amusinglittle story
connectedwith the glorious Goodwood Races? Some years ago
a fellow joined a party going to Goodwood. He was a bit of a
naturalist and arriving at the course, some time before the racing
began,thought he would like to visit the Birdless Grove. He did
so and found so much to interesthim that he stayed there longer
than he intended. Eventuallyhe thought it time to return to his
friends. One of them was a well-known detective and he went
up to him and said: “Have you got anything good for the next
Face?" "Next race, be demmed," he replied, " the last race
finished halfranrhour ago " And so, during his first visit to
Goodwood,this bird-lover did not see a race, not even a horse or
a jockey
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A l\tIATTi-;R or TASTE,

Owing to the lack of sun these Septemberdays, and during
August, the tomatoestook much longer thanusual to ripen. I like
a little sugar with my tomatoes, raw or frieol 1 was also very
partial to a little sugaron my Spanishonionwhen I went a-fishing
on cold, wintry days. But Spanishonions are, of course,now hard
to obtain. With regard to strawberrie%theyhave indeed been
few and far between this summer-afriend told me there was
nothing like a little pepperto bring ont the flavour, By the way,
one of my favourite sandwichesis a thick wad of young nasturtium
leaves in betweenthe breadand butter. Try them, with plenty of
pepperand salt,

SWEET Vlotcrs

Quite a lot of thesefavourite flowers hasbeenfound in gardens
and on the banks of the countryside this month. We are living
in strangetimes and even the seasonsseein out of joint. August
certainly laehetlits usualglory andwascharacterisedby particularly
dull days.

VVhu. “ Bovl/LED," MR. WADHAMSI

I noticed that one of thc finalists in thc Berkshire Bowls
County Championship this year was Mr, J. H. \Vadhams, the
AssistantSecretaryof the company. He and his partner,Mr, H. L_
Talbot, played in the pairs final and were defeatedby a narrow
margin, It is only a few years ago that Mr. Watlhamswas playing
cricket for the " Hop Leaf " XI, and someof us can wel.l remember
his all-round ability at the game. He was a very hard hitter and
scored many sixes, while as keeper behind the " sticks" he was
particularly smart and woe hetiele the batsmanwho steppedont
beyond the creaseand missedthe ball-thewicket-keeperhad the
bails off before he could return. Mr. Wadhamsalso skipperedthe
side with conspicuous success. Mr. Talbot has always been
associatedwith sport in Reading, and will also be rememberedin
Brewcrv circles as the one-time licenseeof the Jackof Both Sides.
These two gentlemenare membersof the Reading Bowling Club
(old friends of ours), and it is interestingto record that this Club
figured in three out of thc five County Championshipsthis year
and won two of them,

Well done, Reading
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

Be not alarmedas to the iuture of a great truth. It may be
obscured for a time by the darknessof error, but always to rise
again in greaterglory, like the momirig sur..

We are as much inclined to under-rateo\\r possibilitiesas to
over-rateour achievements.

A Ti-xoUol~lT.

Cultivate calm. peace,repose.

Let usnet, therefore judge one anotherany more, But judge
this, rather, that you put not a stumbling block or a scandalin
your brother’sway.

Never fall out with your breadand butter.

Do good if you expect to receive oriy.

A good beginningsets the standardfor o good day.

Naturehos two greet revelations~useood beauty.

I AM THE POOR BOX!

I am the poor box. I standalone in the back of your church
readyto greet you when you coldly passme by. You look upon
me as just a wooden box but I have a heart it is the heart oi
throbbing humanity. 1 om the seutirrel standing guard until the
end of time. I am hungry, always, forever hungry, while man
treadsthe earth.

You do not know, will neverknow, what I accomplishfor " one
of these." I cover thcit. I am the antidote for pride, I am
humbleand teach my followers all is vanity “ but to serveGod and
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Him alone." I am greater than faith or hope, The boaster's
tongueis mute in my presence; the braggarfslips are dumb.

I am the most powerful and the easiestprayer in the world :

"Amen I soy to you, as long os you did it to one of theseMy least
brethren, you did it to Me." I reach out into eternity to plead
your callse in lifc and death. I keep men from despair. I bring
e smile to the worried face; joy to the sod heart. Greed and
avarice,graft and jealousycannotexist where I am. Without you
I am helpless.

BUCKLEBURY.

Had I the joy to own or oorsveu,
I know the very spot where I would stay 1

-Equippedwith simple needs(to smallestpan)
I'd makemy homeout Buckleburyway,

I'd havea little chair wherein to doze.
-A shelf for favouredauthors-Kipling~Keats
-A peg whereorl to hangmy changeof clothes
~A tiny larder for my drinks ei-id meats.

I'd draw my van beneathan agedoak
(For shelter,'caseit wasn't water-proof)
And oo the woodensteps I’d sit ond smoke,
\Vhilst acornsrattleddown acrossthe roof.

But soon I'd get a fit of Wanderlust
-PerhapsI`d rest, for sixty minutesstill,
Then start (my pocketsbulging butteredcrust)
For StanfordDingley, Frilsham, BeenhamHill.

And if my friendscameout to visit me
I'd take them to a clump of firs I know
Where, in the autumnsunlight, they should see
(`old Ash ahead,and Thatchamdown below.

Then back we’d turn~for one more pipe of peace
-For wovirig hands,ood swift departingcars,
Till I (as up the road the hootsshould cease)
Was left alone beneaththe shining stars.

S. E. COLLINS.
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NATURE NOTE.
(HY c.lr.P.)_

coeinse rlsnlnc is A UNE Alu.

Morliltrz RA-r’s sor.iclT\u>l: Fort unit vocxc.

The coarsefishing seasonis now in full swing and I havespent
some very happy hours on the banks of the Rivers Kennet and
Thames,with varying sueeess. 1 caught three pope or ruffes in
the Thames,and these members of the linny tribe continuedto
nibble at my bait in annoying fashion, thus interfering with my
chance of landing larger fish. The pope is an obscure little fish
resemblingthc gudgeori in hue and, in general form, it is much
like the perch, with its long hog back and spinousdorsal fin. But,
unlike the perch, it is unwarlike and mild-mannered. As to its
worth on the table, no less an authority tllan Isaak Walton says
of this little fish, wearing its coat of light olive, mottled with a
darker tint, " no fish that swims is of a pleasantertaste," More’s
the pity then that the body of the pope is so diminutive in size.
The pope generally measuresonly 3 or 4 inches. To catch one
6 inches ln length would be very unusual. I have had some fun
with the pike, but they were mostly small and I only brought
away a brace, each of them under4 lbs. On one occasionI had
run out of baits and just when I particularly wantedone could not
catchhim for love or money. I thereforethrew out a deadgudgeon
which had been the means of luring one of the pike to its doom.

A deadfish is a good bait for an eel, and I had hoped to land one
of these for which there is so great a demandamong my friends.
Suddenly the top joint of my rod showedconsiderableagitation.
I had placedit in “ rests " someyardsfrom where I was roaching,
I strolled towards it and before I had reachedthe rod there were
two mighty tugs, the winch gave out “ music" and about thirty
yards of line. But when 1 drew the line in gently 1 was ever so
disappointedto find there was no fish on the end. He had got
away with a fine lat gudgeon, but had missed the hook. Good
luek to him! By the strengthof those tugs at the line he was n

fine fish, and I doubt not he will be mine before tl\e seasoncloses.

THE Hoe LEAF GAZETTE, 433

A l~’l\i; ART.

Of course, “bottom " fishing for roueh, perch, jaek_ brt-am,
barbel, etc., is not the same as fishing for trout with gossanier
line and tin) fly. The art of castinga fly deftly can only be gained
by many years of ekperienee But 1 think the word " coarse"

as applied to this other kind of angling is a greatly misplaeerl
description. Roach fishing, etc., is indeed a fine art and the very
antithesis of " coarsttnttss," V\`zttch an adept at it and you will
come away convinced that he is far from a “ coarse" fisherman
and mucll more an MA.; indeed, It Master of Arts. And you
might add B.Sc,, for the scientific manner in wllich he prepares
and presentshis bait fully entitleshim to tht- designationBachelor
of Science. He will catch fish under almost all or any conditions,
while the ineirperieneedangler will go empty awny. 1, at our rate,
raise my hat to my lla. and li,Sc, angling friends, and theyare Very
many-and nonc better!

A Flsl-ilxo MATCH.

I supposea fishing match evokes as much leg-pulling, if not
more, than any other form of sport. Quite recently I was one of
a jolly party participating in such a competition. One of the
anglers fell into the river and he was promptly remintlerl that that
was fishing water--not a bathing pool. Poor tellowl And he
had to be motored home to don a dry suit of clothes.

Luckily the weather was warm.

THE Mom: slslzlous sruls.

But there is a very serious side to thesetests of skill. The
keen angler will note the slightest “touch” and respond like
lightning, but ever so gently, in driving the hook homeat the first
sign of a bite. He will dish out his carefully preparedground bait,
little and often, throwing it where it will have the greatesteffect,
lf the water is fast he will place it well above where he is fishing
so that by the time the food reachesthe bottom of the river it will
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be just where he is fishing, not too far up and not toe far down
5fl‘93YTl.

No, " coarse“ fishing is indeeda fine art as all who understand
it will readily agree.

MOTHER RAT's CARE FOR \'oUNt;.

On one of thesegreat days, owing to the torrential rain that
had recently fallen, the Kennet was running swift and strong~
too swift for really good fishing and “ bags" were not big. But
what matters! There are other things in and by the waterside
in addition to fish. There are brilliantly-coloured butterflies, and
equally gay-coloured lringfishers. There are the swallows and
martins, chiff-chaffs and willow warblers, and quite a number of
other migrants still with us. I noticed, however, that the switts
took their departureat the end of last month.

In one part of the river thc current was particularly strong.
A young water-rat, about the size of a mouse,essayedto crossthe
currcnt but was rapidly carried down stream and in imminent
peril. But mother rat saw its little one's danger,swam out to it,
scizcd the body in its mouth and promptly earried it to safer
quarters. Mother-love is a wondrous thing. This old rat had
four more children on the other side of the streamWhere the current
was so strong. She cvidently thought that they, too, would
attemptto crossand run the risk of drowning,expert little swimmers
thoughthey were. So she wasleavingnothing to chance. Having
rescuedone of her children and taken it where the water was less
turbulent and into a thick bed of rushes, slle went and fetched
anotherin her mouth, then anotherand anotheruntil she had
takenall her five children to a placeof safety. It was a. charming
little bit of rescue work and typical of the great love displayed
by God’s creatures of the countryside towards their children,
The parents often risk their own lives, and not infrequently lose
them, in their solicitude for their baims.

“Greater love than this _ .”
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wl-lArEvER is lr?
l was seatedon my camp stool, amid the rushes, in a par-

ticularly quiet spot watching my float-andalso an old bull busy
feeding with the cows in the samemeadow. I am familiar \vith
most of the little creaturesof the countryside, but there came
gaily swimmingdown streamsomethingthat I thought I had never
seen before. I sat as still as a mouse and on came the little
amphibiantowards mc. Its body was small, but it appeared,in
the distaner, that this strangeeloolringthing had an enormous,
light-coloured head. \Vell, I remainedquite quiet and the creature
passedright by me. The mysterywas solved And what do you
think it was? A rat carrying a large apple in its mouth!

wort uv KINDNESS.

The other day at kind~heartedlittle girl found a young bird
in distress. She thought it had been injured and, tenderlynursing
it, took it to a gentlemanwho is an authority on natural history
and askedhim all about it. She wished to know the name of the
bird which had a speckledbreastand askedwhat was the matter
with it. \/Vell, the bird was a robin; all young robins have such
breasts. lt had probably been stungand Very soon respondedto
a little kindly care. When it had recovered, the gentleman
concernedtook it to a little woodlanda few hundredyardsfrom his
home and there left it to its own resources. Judgeof his surprise
when, as he was digging in his garden the next morning, that
self-samerobin perchedon his fork andspentan hour in his company
showingnot the slightestfear. Undoubtedlyit was the samebird,
for the gentlemanhad previously noted it had a few peculiarly-
coloured featherson its head. The robin had probably come to
retum thanks for kindness shown.

GREY sQcl|<REL com-:S To Towlt.

The grey squirrel is a very handsomecreature with his fine
grey coat and nine-inehtail. It is a thousandpities that he is such
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a destructiveanimal, and it is a pity also that he nas ever intro-

ducedto ns as he was from North Arnerisn tlnring thc last century.
I found one at a niglitingales nest Where he had done to death
the motherbird and her five young. If I had had a gun I would

have shot him dead. Ifew animals are more destructive. They
devonrhiids, young shoots,bulbs, nnts, and irnit of all description.
Birds' eggs and young birds are also much to their liking. Jnst
recently a grey squirrel was seensitting on the top~ni a telephone
pole in Lorne Street, Reading,where he spent severalhours in the
sun.

l»Al<.i<;l-lu'l`ls1's LAND lx nEArn>G.

Paraehntistsby the thousandare landing every day now in
Reading and district, and in numerous places elsewhere. But
<lon't be alarmed: I am only referring to the thistle seedswhich

are equippedwith paraelintes,and thistle-down is so proverbially
light that, with a favourablewind, the seedsmay be carried many
miles. And surely there was never so much thistle-down in

evidence. You seem to come across it everywherein town and
country, and I am afraid that farmers will have a bounteousand
unwelcome crop ncxt year.

'rl-lE woNnERs YET UNDREAMT or.

N0 matter what the seasonof the year, God’s creatures,great
and small, are a neverdailing source of interest. The more you

learn about them the less you seem to know, for the higher you
climb up the great tree of knowledgethe furtheryou can seearound,
and I often think of the wondersthere must be as yet undreamtof.

It seems probable, indeed, that amid the vast universewhich the
astronomerlabours to comprehend,there must be createdbeings,

to whom our span of life of three score years and ten seems as

brief as that of the ephemerondoesto us, whenwe behold its passage
from the cradle to thegravebetweenthe risingand thesettingof the
sun.
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WEEDS AND WILD FLUWERS.

How delightful, amid suchreflections, is the conviction which
all nature forces on us, that the SupremeGovernor of the universe
is a being of infinite love, on whose care and goodnessall may
reposewithout a senseof apprehensionor fear, and who hascreated
even the weedsandwild flowers to ministerto theWantsof countless
millions of living creatures,while they servo also to gratify our
senses and instruct our minds.

LIGHTER SIDE.

I warnedpoor Mary of her fate
Hut she would wed the plumber'smate ;

For hours the choir was forcedto sing,
Vi/hilc he went back to fetch the ring

== ar » s

" Do you think you could learn to love me? "

 Possibly;but, if I were a man I'd hate to think I was an
acquiredtaste."

»t at ar =r

TEACHER: “ Now if the earth travels round the sun-what
travels round the earth."

Bl1.r,v “ Please miss, tramps.”

rr s a it

Sow: “1>a, what does it mean here by ‘luiplornatie
Phrascologyf“ “

Dao “ My son, if you trll a girl that tinio standsstill while
you gazeinto her eyes, that's diplomacy. But, if you tell her that
her face would stop n eloek, yon'i-e in for it."
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ULSTER WEDDING.

KmEY~PAT'rEKsoN.

Below is a report ol the recent weddingof Captain E. Kirby,
son of Mr. Frederick Kirby, Delivery Department,taken from a
leading Ulster paper.

Helen's Bay Presbyterianclinroh was decoratedwith flowers
tn the colours of the bridegrooms regiment-blue, yellow and
silver»for the wedding of Miss Yvonne Mary Helen Patterson
and Captain Erie Kirby, R_A.s.c. The ceremonywas performed
by the Rev. L_ W. Martin, tra., Minister ol the Church, assisted
by the Rev. J, H. VVill.iams, na., Chaplain to the Forees.

The bride is the daughterol Mrs. ThomasKennedy,Mornington
Park,Bangor,andthe bridegroomthe sonof Mr. and Mrs. Frederick
Kirby, Reading, Berks.

The bride, who was given away by her stepfather, wore a
gown of ivory slipper satin, the elose-fitting eersageembroidered
in fern designin pearl and silver. Her only ornamentwasa string
of pearls, the gift ofthe bridegroom, and she carried a bouquetof
white roses and white heather.

She was attendedby two bridesmaids,the Misses Alice Slnss
and Mary Millar in Regina blue shadow lace lrocks. Each wore
a gold necklace, the gilt of the bridegroom. Captain C. P. Cooke.
R.A.M.C., acted as best man, and Mr. Dennis Patterson,brother
of the bride as groomsman. The service was fully choral.

Ushersat the Church includedMr. Mowbray Elliott. Mr, Sam
Millar, N.1_1-r., 2!Lieu¢. A. R. Williams, R.A.S.C., and 2/Lieut.
J, M. Reynolds, R.A.S.C.

After the ceremonya receptionwasheld in the Imperial Hotel.
Bangor, to which somehundredguestswere invited. The numerous
presentsincludeda handsomesalver from the bridegroom'sbrother
officers.

The honeymoon is being spent in England.
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(EY w. l>\;Ns'tER).

The specialeffort for the H. & G. Simonds'SavingsAssociation
is in full swing and extra amountsare being subscribedfor by the
purchase of savings stampsand some members are also buying
more certificates. The rate ol progressis good, bnt not good mega
il the amount ol £100 lor the purchaseol a machinegun is to be
attained. As mentionedin last month's issue of THE HoP LEAF
GAZETTE, it was expectedto subscribethis extra sum in twelve
weeks, but it does seemat the moment that we shall not be able
to do this in the time, However, it is hoped that it will be done
in the lite of the present savings “ cycle," which is 3o weeks.
Should this catch the eye of any employeewho wonld like to put
somethingby eachweek and they will get in touch with Mr. A. H.
Hopkins (CorrespondenceOffice) he will only be too happy to
explain full detailsandtake the cash. So roll up andasmostpeople
know Friday is thc best day.

Congratulationsto sergt. Air Gunner R. Skidmore on being
presentedwith a daughter. After a trip to Cologne lie lreard the
news and rushed home with all speed. Mr. Skidmore, oi the
Bottled Beer Department,is well known at The Brewery, both for
his ability and genial nature. l am sure everyonewill join me in
wishing him all successin his new life and a sate return.

Another letter (airgraph this time) has been received by
Mr. \V. Bowyer from Sergt.N. H. Lipscombefrom the Middle East.
In it he says he is quitewell after his " adventures" in Greeceand
Crete, and mentions that they all owe at big debt to the wonderful
British Navy for their return to safety. Apparently he is very
lucky in one respectas he states, " Since leaving good old England
I havehad about no letters, 15 cablesand the BerkshireChronicle
regularly " the latter, he says,provesol great interestasit contains
all the local tit-bits, H0 wishes to be rememberedto all friends.

It is a job to keeppacewith the variouschangesin staff owing
to thc calling-up of so many-particularlythe youngermembers-~
and the registration of practically everyone, males and fernales.
In time, I suppose,we shall all get sortedout, indexedand labelled.
VVe shall sec.

Quite recently Mr. 5. Gray, ofthe EstatesOffice (also a member
of the First Aid Post at The Brewery) has left for the R.A.F.,
togetherwith Mr. Harrison,of theTransportDepartment.In connec-
tion with Gray a presentationofa ~ military " hair brushand comb,


