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MR. E. G. CRIMES.

We frel sure that o\\r friends in the Bristol area will welcome
the inclusion of Mr. E. G. Grimes in the gallery of past and present
“ Hop Leaf " celebrities, As our Military and Free Trade repre-
sentative,he is known and esteemedeverywhere, Nowadays,alas,
therestrictionsimposeduponour Trade,due to war-timeoonditions,
havedealt ratherseverelywith his pre»warendeavoursto stimulate
the circulation of “ Hop Leaf " beveragesin every quarter of his
area. His pioneerwork is, however, not entirely shelved,and the
peaceful penetration of prc-war days will undoubtedly prove of
great value when happier times return.

Mr. Grimes' service with W. J. Rogers,Limited, beganin the
Cask Ofiice of that Companyin November,1913. In August, 1914,
he was in khaki as a pre-warmemberofthe R.A.M.c. (T.F,), 48th
S. Midland Division, and saw much active serviceon the VVestem
front from early 1915 to August, 1918, especiallyaround Ypres,
the Sommeand St. Quentin. In the latter month hc was severely
woundedin the headand leg, Wounds which meant " England and
home," and his ultimate dischargein Decemberof that year.

In the following month he was ahle to resume duty at Jaooh
Street Brewery. In rogr a vacancyon the Travelling staff gave
hirn the long awaitedopportunity and he becameFree Wholesale
Trade representativefor South Devon and cornwall, whieh oon.
tinued until ro35, when Bristol becameyet anothercentre of ~ Hop
Leaf" activity. Mr. Grimes then was appointedto his present
post.

His proficiency in other fields, as a sportsman,has found him
many friends and earned him a wide reputation. His cricket
prowess,of 30 years, needsno eulogies here-theyare on record,
both as batsmanand fast bowler of first-class standard. He is an
expert at most ball games and his “ soccer" memories include
experiencesboth as a player and umpire--oven the control of
English and Amateur Cup games in London and the provinces,
This year he invaded the sanctitiesoi the bowling green and as a
memberof the Civil Service Bowling Club annexedthe VV, S. A_

Brown Singles trophy.
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As al SpecialConstablesince 1939, Mr. Grimes still finds time
to do his bit. To sec him calmly directing traffic during a peak
hour at one of Bristnl’s busiestjunctions is illuminating andanother
instanceof natural adaptivcncssat work or play.

Hr- is a member of the st. Nicholas Lodge of Freemasons,
while in his ff sparc time " he can still produeoa first-class selection
of fruit and flowers in his garden in which he takes the lreeriest
personalintcrcst.

Throughthe mediumof thisjournal Mr. orirnessendsa personal
greetingto all thosefriendswith whom nowadayshe is out of touch.
He says," l would like to refreshmany pleasantmemorieswith all
those cheery and helpful acquaintancesmade in my travels, and
1 look forward to renewing them when peacefuldaysand happier
trade conditions return."

y\
g/
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Take a little wine for thy :toma¢h’ssakeandthine aft
injirmities.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By c. H P.)

MEALS AT THE CLUB.

The opening of the Canteen at the Club hes proved most
successful. The day is commencedby enpsof tee or coffee between
sen end 6 ern. This service is carried ont by two of the tiremen.
Then from ro e.m. eelres end tee ere served to the employees;
greet numbers eveil themselvesof the opnortnnity. This duty
is undertakenby Mrs. Douce. From ie noon mid-dey dinner is
obtainableend much praise hes been expressedfor the admirable
oeelting by Mrs. Taylor. This mid-dev meal is steadily growing
iu popularity. From 3.3o pm. teas ere available, end many
employeeswho have e late finish in front of them ere very glen
of thc chance to obtain a tca.

With the thonghtfnlnesster their eniployeos, so typical of
our Directors, they have now, among other privileges, provided
the night watchers witll substantial suppcrs. The meals are
t-Xoellently onnltod (by Mrs. May) endneedlessto say, the wetohers
greatly appreciatewhat is being done for them. All this obviously
throws a great deal ot extra work on our popular Steward and
Stcwardess(Mr. end Mrs. Holmes), bnt nothing seems too mnoh
trouble for thcm to ensurethe comfort and convenienceof all who
attend the Social Clnb, end the cheery manner end willing wey
with which they Carry out their onerous duties makesit a great
pleasureto be served by them, Their efficient servicc certainly
vnhancesthe value of thc Club to its many members.

The provisionoi food is oneof thegrcatestprobleinsconfronting
those responsibleinr maintaining the Canteen serviee, :mtl this
nointwesquickly realisedby onr MenngingDirector whn, un severnl
occasions,hessvnt gifts of vegetebles, This kinrlntws is vt-rv nineh
npnrooieted_
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The following letter speaks for itsell: ee

rqth September,I94r.

W. Bradford, Esq.,

l nnderstnndthat the serving of slippers to thc personnel
engagedon fire wetehing duties eeehnight hes already proved en
immensesneoessend is greatly enpreoietedby one and ell,

1 irrl it therefore to he my duty to expressto you end, tlirongh
you, to Mr. and Mrs. Holmes and their staff the gratitude of all
oonoemed for the great cfforts new being niede to supply thet
“little entre" which means so much to the employees on their
nightly task.

Will you please, therefore,eeoept the warmestthanks of the
Advisory ttnnnoil for all you havedene end conveyour oongretnle-
tions to all the staff at the Social Club.

A. G. Rlcl-rAr<DsoN,
Chuirmun Advisory Council,

WIFE, Asn Iiuslshufs RAQNG ACCOUNT.

when e letter, addressedto the master of the honse, e good
sportsman,wes delivered in Reading recently it wns not stnolr
down, thnngh bearing ei eld. stenip. The ledv of the houseseeing
it open end thinking it wes of little eenseqnrnoecasuallyglancedat
the contents. she found, to her _greet snrprise, it wns e book-
meltorls account. 'rhr nnmesof the horsesconveyedlittle meaning
to hcr-exceptone ;thet one her hnsbendhad frequentlymentioned,
oven in his sleep. So she eonfrontedhim with the tormideblolist.
Bnt theenvelopealsocontainede chequewhicll the generousowner
sheredwith his wife and " theyhave lived liepnilv over elterwerdsf'

WHAT Dlv HE Do AT Daltmoola?

Having gatheredhis crowd, the reoeonnrsetipster wes trying
to persuadethem to buy his tips.

“ You all know me " he shoutedhuars<~ly, " I gaueyou all
the winners. l gave inn Bonny Bright Eyes, April the rifth and
Owen Tudor! And what did I do at Newmarket? What did I

do at Kempton? Vlfhat did I do at I.i»vvt‘s? What did   
Then e weery vniee onine from tht- crowrl. ~ 'Ere lsill, tvll

'em wnt you dirl at I)atrtmnor."
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SQME CoMillEl<ClAl `l`l<A\'El_LEl<.

A Yerlrshirr- eerninereial traveller boasted of doing seventy
calls a rlar.

" How do }oll do it? ’” askcd a irit-nil,

"oh," said lie, "I puts my hratl insirle t'<loor anrl says,
‘Merniri,'lsays. ‘1vlarnin‘,'snysslie_ '0wt?’ Isays, ’Nowt,'
she says. ‘Mai~nin',' 1 says. 'Mar~nin',' says she. And off I gees
to next slinpf'

THE WHOLE TRUTH.

It is difficult to eseapethc iinpnssienthat, in their praise-worthy
attemptsto keep our people "up to the scratch," seine ot our
leaders have themselvesbeen unconsciously rleleatisl, says our
Empire. Every sensible rnan knows rliar hefer-e Hitler ean be
crushedmuch less and snffenng will have to bc lrienri that, until
we have finally evrreernethe lianrlieap of (ir-rrinirrys six years'
start in arrnarnents,our main strategyintist br- rlr-fr»iisivr» ; rind that
when defeat learns before him Hitler will run Lunok like ri mad deg.
we innsr expect innre rnrlilrss hninhing, perlirrps an rniernpeat the
invasien nl Britain, the extension of rin- war re reiiiilries still
reninre fi-ern ir. Those are the eenseqneneesof thc years of
~ appeascmcnt." Brit nord we play the gnrne ul Dr, Crocbbelsand
continually niagniiy all thesepessihilines,wilhenr r-.~ferene.~ to the
growing, snhslriniial entries on the erher sirlc of the account?
There is ine greata leneleneyainengthe politicians to pin; rhe rele
of Pielrwielas Fat Boy and niake enr flesh ereep, The British
people are not in their infancy-theyart- grown np, anrl not airairl
of thc trutll. isnt let if be the whole truth.

EARL ANU LADY LucA>| MUCH IMl-'l<Essl;l>.

Mr. H. Haley of the Lucau Arms, Laleham, Middlesex, writes
to Mr. J. w. Biggs as follows 1-1 know yen will bc delighted to
hear that on nth September, rear, Mr. Diirlley Harris, estate
managerfor the Earl oi Lucan, called on me to know lf it would be
convoniontfor the Earl and Lady Lucan to look over the place as
it was thc iirst opportunity they had had since thc hollse had been
opened. I might say they were very much impressedby all they
saw, especially thc lay-out oi the houseand in thc Earl of Lucan's
crest in the loungewhieli is ehipperl out in stoneover me ehirnneye
pieee Lady Lnean then inquired about the living aeeenirnerlarien
and, after looking round thc rooms upstairs aucl the kitchen
downstairs,thankedmy wile and remarkedwhat a lovely placewc
had.

I
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SrMoNDs BEERs iN WEsT AFRICA.

Mr. E. T. Brazell, Bronwydd House,Cardigan,27th September.
1941, writes :-Recently,Aircraftman D. G. Powell, Llanelly, was
on a draft sailing overseaswhen the vessel on which he was
travelling was torpedoed. He was eventually landedin Freetown,
British West Africa, and was served with some of Simondsbeers
there. Needlessto say it was mostacceptableafter the experience.
Aircraftman Powell is the son of Mrs. E. Powell, ButchersArms,
Burry Port, Carmarthen.

No WONDER !

An excellent chicken formed part of the fare at a luncheon
party attendedby two parsons. After lunch they noticed a cock
strutting on the lawn.

One of the parsonssaid “ That bird seemsvery pleasedwith
himself l "

“ No wonder," said the host, “ consideringone of his sonshas
just entered the ministry '”

MOTHER Kwows BEsT.

Soma 1 A bridge over an important river.

Cast: Assembly of generalstaff officers, including the Amiy
commander,in seriousconference.

Enter a small urchin, who addressesthe Army commanderas
iollows :

“ My dad's in the Henle Guard and was talren prisoner this
morning. Mother saysit's all damnedrot. He's got to comehome
to supper immediately."

This story is from The Night Huwk, magazineof the 14th (Hove)
Home Guard Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. lt is entitled
" The Modern Battle of Vi/aterloo.”

SLAPPED WUMAN lx 'BUs.
A man was brought before a magistratefor having slappeda

Woman i.n a 'bus “ Vi/hat on earthmadeyou do that P " askedthe
magistrate.

The man replied-“ l couldn’t help it, This womancomes in
the 'bus and sits oppositeto me. She opensher bag, takes out her
purse, closes her bag, opens her purse, takes out a penny, closes
her purse,opensher bag, puts in her purse, closesher bag. Then
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she notices that the conductorhas gone on top of thc 'bus, so shr-
opensher bag, takes out her purse,closesher bag, opcnsher purse,
puts back the penny,closesher purse,opensher bag, puts back the
purse and closes her bag. When the conductorcomes down, sho
opensher bag, takesout her purse,closeshor bag, opensher purse,
takesnot a penny, elosesher purse,opensher bag, puts in her purse,
closes her bag and gives penny to the oondnotor. He gives her a
tieket. She opensher bag, takes out her purse, closes her bag,
opensher purse,pirts in the ticket, elpsesher pnrse,opensher bag.
puts in her purseand closes her bag. Hall a minute later a ticket
inspector jumps on the 'bus So the woman openshor bag, takes
out hor piirse _ "

“ Stop " said thc magistrate. " I've heard enough of that.
You're driving us all crazy."

The man said-" Yes. That's what happenedto mv, so I

slapped her," The magistratesaid-“ Discharged."

AN IcEr.ANDlc l"l.0wr;i< Sl-low.

The British troopsandtheAmerican “ doughboys" and marines
stationed in Iceland, which now lies athwart Hitlcr's Atlantic
ambitions, havesettleddown smoothly with the Icelanders. New-
comersto the island are bewilderedby tho sight of grapevines and
melons, even bananatrcrs, flourishing not in the luxuriant tropics
but in the valleys and shoresof Iceland(saysa British United Press
rnessago from Reykjavik), The troops have made this trans-
formation, and they were so proud of their efforts that they decided
to hold a gardening show. This was a great siroooss, and the
vegetablesand iruits grown to championshipproportions,thanksto
the water from Iceland’s hot springs, evoked high praise from the
people and from The Bugle, the newspaperofthe American troops.
" VVe recommenda visit," the newspapersays, " to those who do
not belicvr in miracles."

M.N.
A MerchantNavy sailorwasthe centreof attractionat a party.

In his lapel was his hedge,the Royal Crown over the letters yl.N.
A iirlsorne woman approachedhim. ~ and what do those letters
mean?‘l she asked. "Maternity Norse," was the bored reply.
“What a queerjob for a man," said the wornan.

FLUGzr,bcABWEl-lRKA>|oNE.

"Flak" is the abbreviation ni the (jerlnan word»monstcr
Flugzeugubwehrkamme,which consists oi five parts, Flag is our
word flight or flying. Zeng is sttitt, implement,cralt, and thus the

I
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two words together mean aircraft or flying-machine. Ab is mir
preposition oft, and it/elif deienoe,a body of armed men, which
makes Azneehf mean warding off, fighting oif, Konont, ot course,
is oar cannon or grin No wonder even the Germans,who are
somewhattend of " word sausages,"thought it advisableto reduce
their word tor an Aa. gun to the monosyllabioflak.

Another recently adoptedGermanword, Panzer (pronounced
puntser),is the medieval Germanword for a coat of mail and now
signifies armour and armoured. Thus a German Panrefkfraeer,
eg., is an armouredcruiser and a Panaematean arnionredcar.

VVho murmurs that in thcscdark days
l~lis lot is cast P

God'shandwithin the shadowlays

Shall rlst- at last.
The stoneswhcreon His gatesof praise

-J. G. \Nlll'r'rlEr<.

Musr BE KEPT Frr.
Whenthe utmostthat selectiverationingandcommunalfeeding

can do has been done, there remains the possibility of inereasing
the standardration of somespeciallyvaluablr:foods, saysThe Times.
In recent pronouncementsLord \’Voolton has stated that "our
stooks hi food are such that we are as well off after twenty-onr
monthsof war aswe were afternine monthsin regardto all essential
ioods," and that " we shall not go through the winter as things are
now, for there are some things l hope l shall be able to give you
more of-particularly the children." There is little doubt that
sugarand fats are the two foods which the averageperson ieels are
not adequatelyrepresentedin his or her war-time diet ; and some
increase in the rations of sugar and of fats would be specially
weloorne. It may be hopetl that stocks and prospectsare good
enoughto Warrant an increase for every one, and not for children
only. For the people who have to do the heavy work of this
generation,and npon whom tinoeasingcalls ter increasedproduction
are being made, rnust bc kept tit ii the noxt generationis to live
in liberty.
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FOR THE RED CROSS.
Hereunderis a statementof.cash collected for H.R.H. The

Duke of Gloucester'sFund for the Red Cross and St. john, up
to and including Friday, 26th September,1941, As can be seen,
quite a goodly amount has been handedover to this Fund.

In responseto an appeal(given below) it line been decidedto
devote the weekly collectionsto St. Dunstan’sfor a period of three
months. It is hoped that the employeesoi the Firm will continue
to give as generouslyas in the past.

September, Total
1941. to dale.

g ii. g e el.
Beer Cellars  8§ 17 oi
Bottling Stores 8 12 1o§
Brewery ... 1 r 2 1%

Building  4 17 5;
Catering  lol 6
Cooperage  5g 8 5§
Delivery Office . 2 zz 5;
Engineers,etc.  7l 19 5}
Maltings    ._ 4; 17 gl
Offices (GroundFloor)  ,. 1 2% 26 10%
Offices (Ist and and Floors) 1; 17 1o§
Stables    ul 3 3;
Social Club   ._ A i 1;
Sundries  5%

Surveyors  11 9 11%
TransportRepairs  9 11 7
Wheelwrights 3 7 1;
Wine Stores 3% 8 0

£8 5% £202 6

Profit from teas, Power House  1 0
Sale of vegetables,per Mr. W. Vi/heeler 2 7

[205 1

"et="'i3t»" 'GLY
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WORDS OF WISDOM.
Let us try what esteemand kindness can effect.

Life is e long lesson in 
Nature is the only book that teems with meaning on every

page.

The best fish swim near the bottom.

The most certain sign of wisdom is a continual cheerfulness,

Every man feels instinctively that all the beautiful sentiments
in the worlil weigh less than a single lovely action.

Friendshipis one soul in two bodies.

Good-breedingis benevolencein triflcs, or llie preferenceof
othersto ourselvesin the little daily occurrencesof life.

If you want work done go to the man who is already fully
occupied.

Age is a matterof feeling, not of years.

All are nel saints that gn to church.

"Can you tell a plain man the plain road to heaven?"-
" snn~ly_ 'ruin at once to the right, then ge straight forward."

Chcerlulnessis the best promoter of health,and is as friendly
to the mind as to the body.

God has given us our memories that we may have roses in
December.
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Here was an experiment,under the most favourableconditions.
of the powers of intellect wilhnnt conscience. Never was such ei

leaderS0 Cndowed, and so weaponcd; nevcr leader found such aids
and follriwcrs. And what was the result of this vast talent and
power, of thoseimmensearmies,burnedcities,squanderedtreasures,
immnlatrd millions of men, of this demoralizedEurope? It came
to no result. All passedaway, like the smoke of his artillery, and
left no tract.

~-EMERSON " Napoleon;or, The Man of the
\’Vorld."

SIMONDS F,C,

It has beenarranged(ase war-time emergencyleagueno longer
exists) to playa programmeof friendly fixtures this season,aslong
as sufficient players are available. A short fixture list has been
prepared and further fixtures will bc arranged as the season
pmgidses, depending on the number of players len free from
military seiviee

The seasonopenedon snlnidey,sepfemberzoth, with n mn¢e\i
against the Y_M_c_A_ (senior Xl) who we defeatedby 5 goals to 2.
It was a hard game and being two goals down in the first five
minuteswe did wcll to fight back and pnssthis defieili one goals
were scorrdby Hawkins (2), Sexton, Benhdm and Summerville.

Timm :-Bcddnw, Britnell, Philpott, Benhelm, George, Lam~
bourne, Summerville, Hawkins, Sexton, Organ and Cottam,

Sllvloxus 6 1/_ R,A.F. 0.

On September27th we entertainedthe R,A.F. and in most
exciting game resulted. The R.A.F_ were soon three goalsahead
and at half-time our chanceslooked very black, but a hat-trick by
Cottam and d fine gnel by Sexton in the last minute enabledus
to leave the field with honours even. one goals were seereelby
Cotlam (3), Sexton (2) and North.

remernri, Britnell, Plnlperf, Organ, George, Lambourne,
Cottam,Beddow, semen,North and Summerville.

K o.
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NATURE NOTE.
(BY c.l-l.P.)_

woxlulsnrur wAYs or ‘rl-in svlnmzs.
AT EVENUDE S

Right up to the end of Septemberhundredsof swallows and
martins were to be seen. I noticedone or two on the ist and 2nd
of October but havf sccn none since. Their departure this year
sccmcdmore suddenthan usual. Many chiff-chaffs remainedwith
us till thc middle of Septemberand I heard and saw one Sedge-

wefblei aslate asSeptember23rd. l was more than pleasedto see

three large families of long-tailed tits this summer, sd the severe

winter oi 1939-40 did not do them all to death, though, as I have
previously mentioned, it took a very heavy toll oi these delicate
little birds whose long lnils were seizedin the grip of Jack Frost,
who did not releasethem until the birds werv dead.

Long-tailedtits remain in family partiesthroughoutthewinter,
only separatingin the spring wheneeptnredby nupid'smagie wand

sl»>lDEl1s As 't£LEGRAPHlsrs.
The spiderslidve beenvery busyof late spinningtheir wonderful

webs. The large lady gardenspider after ednsrnieringhcr wcb inn

the purposes of catching flies for food also preparesa special
telegraphicenblewhieli communicateswith the centre of the web.

When the male spider is desimusof finding A mate he searchesfor

the telegraph" wire " and, finding it, signalsto the lady in waiting.
l don't know whether the gentlemanspider knows the mdrse code

and signals _ _ for victory. 1 should sey not, as he is by no
meanssure of vieldry for he may be welcomedby Miss Spider-or
eatenby her! Even when mating has takenplaceMr, spiderhad
better lniiry away di he may be eaten alive. The long-legged
huntingspider, which you meet with in the woodsand on commons,
catchesal tasty fly, wraps it in silk, and presentsit to the lady of

his choice. On one occasion,so we are told, ei male spider did the
dirty dn d lady and made her ei presentof an old dried fly wi-epped
in a silk parcel. Mrs. Spider no soonerdiscoveredthe hoax than
she seizedthe perpetratorof it and ate him alive!
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Tl-loss rll-:lice Fallzlrs,
Dragon flies were still much in evidencewell on into the month

of October. I have ncvcr seen so many of these fierce fairies as
during this summerseason. Dressedin their gorgeouscolours they
enhance the beauty of the countryside. There are about fifty
different speciesof them in the British Isles. They have strange
methods of love-making. They decide upon the lady of their
choice,seizeher by thescruff of the neckwhile on the wing andcart
her off straight away to the altar!

AT EVENTIDE !

The autumnal tints are as beautiful as ever. It is a season
when the busy and the active should pause for a time amid the
sceneswhich surroundthem, and learn the high lessonwhich nature
teachesin the hours of its tau. There is an evcntirle in humanlife,
a seasonwhen the eye becomesdim, and the strengthdecays,and
when the winter of age begins to shed upon the human head its
prophetic snow. The spring and summerof your days are gone,
and with them, not only the joys theyknew, but many of the friends
who gavethem. You haveentereduponthe autumnof your being ;

and whatevermay have been the profusion of your spring, or the
warm intemperanceof your summer,thereis yet a seasonof stillness
and of solitude which the beneficenceof Heaven affords you, in
which you maymeditateupon the pastandthe future, and prepare
for the mighty changeyou are soon to undergo.

THE ETERNAL sl>l<n<c.

If it be thus you havethe wisdom to use the decayingseason
of nature, it brings with it consolationsmore valuable than all the
enioymentsof former days. It is now that you may understand
the magnificentlanguageof Heaven-itmingles its voice with that
of revelation~itsummonsyou, in thesehourswhen the leaves fall,
and the winter is gathering,to that eveningstudy which the mercy
of Heavenhas provided in the Book of Salvation; and While thc
shadowyvalley openswhich leads to the abodeof death, it speaks
of that handthatcan comfort and can save,and which can conduct
to those " green pastures,and those still waters," where there is
an eternalspring for the children of God.
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.
(BY W. DUNSTER.)

The savingsdrive, although maintaining a steady average,is
not making the progressit was hopedfor ; at least, the sum aimed
at to be subscribedduring twelve weeks is not likely to be obtained
in the time, although it probably will during the present" cycle "
of 30 weeks. I hope, therefore,this will catch the eye of someone
who may feel they would like to do somethingmore. In that case,
will they pleaseget in touch with Mr. A. H. Hopkins (secretaryof
our association)who will be only too glad to supply full details andtake chargeof all surplus cashanyonehas for disposal.

The other day, much to my surprise, an old friend at the
Brewery mentionedto me we did not get much in the way of
football notes in the " Hop Leaf " nowadays. Personally, I
cannot say that Elm Park seesmuch of me thesedaysand football
notes of Readingare very scantyin any paper. Nevertheless,we
have quite a number of enthusiastswho do put in an appearance
every time Readingare at homeand they are full of praise of the
players. Taking it all round the team are doing remarkablywell,
I think, and gateshavebeenmuch better this seasonboth at home
and away. The management,directors and all concerned have
done their best to keep the flag flying throughout the Wai- and
deserve every congratulation. Many fine results have been
achieved and in happier times I feel sure we should all be very
Readingfootball conscious. However, thosetimes will comeagain
to rejoice the heart of the true football fan. Meanwhile, here is
every good wish for all associatedwith the old club and may many
successescome their way,

Many will rememberMr. F. W. Lawrence,who workedin quite
a number of offices at the Brewery and eventually went to our
Bridgend Branch. l-"ollowing the exampleof so many of our staff
he joined the R.A.F. and, in a long letter to Mr. H. H. Stevens
(Accountsdepartment),writes from India giving ri goodmanydetails
of his experiences. You may be surprised to know he met on thc
boat an old colleagueof his, viz., Mr, VV.  Greenawayof the Branch
Office. Naturally theywereconstantcompanionsandarestationed
at the same place-the North-Western Frontier. They had an
eight weeks’ journey on a large liner and the food was good. On
the way out they saw, he says, 'real lagoons,coconut groves andplenty of sand. At one place, although they did not land, natives
came alongside in small boats and sold them fruit, which they
hauled up in baskets. At their nextport of call they were allowed
ashore in the afternoons and evenings. The whole population
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seemedto turn out and madethem ever so welcome, meetingthem
at the dockswith their carsand showing them round the city and

surroundingcountry. Concertswerearrangedfor them,alsodances.

Everythingwas free, evento travelling on tramsand trolley buses.

They were fed well and they ewe a great debt of gratitudeto their

wenderful liests. One of the mest pleasingsights was to see the

City lit up at night-no blaelt-but. Arriving in India they had a

fdnr-day train journey before getting to their earnp. They live in

bungalows, which are fitted with baths and comfortable beds.

His working hours are from 7.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. six days a

week-~afternoons are so hot that nothing can be done. The

average maximum temperature is round about rr5“ and the

minimum a5°, The evenings are fully eeeupied with tennis,
cricket and swimming in the bathingpool. There is also a cinema

and canteenfor supper. Mr, Lawrencesayshe is feeling well and

wishesto be rememberedto his friends at H. & G. SimondsLtd.

The latestconcerningMr. H. Lipscombe is that he is obtaining

a commission. I did not realise until the other day that he has

been in tllrer evacuationsand safely come through all of them,

via., lfranee,Greeceand crete-semetliingof an experienee. In a

letter to Mr, C. H, Perrin he sztys he is receivingTl-lie Hoi-‘ LEAF

G.-\zl3T'rr; (which he puts in the Sergeants'Mess for all to read)

regularly and specially mentions he picked out Reg. Bread and

l-larrv Osborne in one of the photographs. This he says makes

him lang all the mere te get back to the Breweryto enjoyonce mere

at glass of good beer.

Mr, A. E. Smith [Accounts tltparfment) has receivednews bi

his sen, whb is a prisonerof war in italy and is apparentlysuffering

from an overdoseof macaronidiet, From his boy's Commanding

Officer, Mr. Smith has learnedthat he put up a fine show befori:

being eaptured.

Mr. G. V, VVeait, whose bo) is in the K.A.l~`. in Canada,was

informed that he had bccornr very friendly with a farmer in that

country and, wheneverhe had any leave, he spent it with him on

the farm. in ft letter home he mentioned that wc grow better

carrots here, and askedhis father to purchasesome seedfrom the

well known loeal seedfirm of Readingand sendit to Canada. The

result was eneellent as vietery carrots were turned aut, fer they

have beatenthis year the Canadianvariety in every way. lvlr. F.

Druri/'s boy is also in the R.A.F. in Canadaand, accordingto Mr.

Druri' at any rate, this is a land flowing with milk and honey from

all accounts.

Thereare so many of our staff now serving it is ct job to keep

pacewith themall. I am informed that of the Delivery Office staff

at of them are serving in the forces in variouseapaeities,
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Mr. r, W. Clark is at sea, asalso lvlr, lf, w. Saunderstwhe was
on nur *staff at A. s. Cooper). Beth are earrying out the duties of
cederin the Navy. l should imagine after all this let is over
swapping yarns between the boys will takr seme lang time in
getting finished in telling of their erpeneneesin foreign parts,

Several fine eelleetiensef vegetableshave been given bv dur
employeesand quite a nice sum of meney has been raised in this
way for the Red Crassand st, Dunstan's. Everv praise is due to
the dendrs,beth for their skill and hard werlt in raising such fine
frnits of the eartll and their generosity.

In spite ef blaelter and longer nights manyofthe staff are busy
on the teb ef annualbalancing;may their labeursbe blessedwith
early and pleasing results.

Tradekeepsup Very \vel1 and many diffiC\1i(ies art’ S\1CCeSSf\\ii\'
overeomv. Transport arrangementshave been altered in some
distriets which should ease the situation and be of real benefit in
the leng run.

“ l£NGLAND'S HOUR."

we were interestedin a paragraphin ~ England'sl-leur,” that
wonderfully descriptivebeelr by Vera Brittain and published bv
naelvlillan at ce., Ltd., London, of impressionsand rrperieneesdf
civilians xn or nearLondon during the first phaseofthe werld \Vitr
now in progress,

We are, therefore,publishingan excerptfrem ChapterXXVIII
headed~ Berkshire village," in whieh the renowned" Hop Leaf ll

trademark is rnentiened1-
“ In the Berkshirevillage where 1 am staving for a time to

finish samewerlr which hasmadelittle progressin London, the
fresh wind blowing over the heath pulls the scarlet leavesfren.
cherry trees and ampelepsis,and the sunshineof these last
Qctober days crowns the yellewrng syeamereswith a halo of
light. Behind the village, the tall brielr-red water tower
stands erect against the ashen sky. From the brambles
climbing the hcdgerows, the last ripe blaeltbernes fall un-
gatheredbecausenu one now has the sugarto preservethem.

“Theugh Italy is invading oreee.-,and a new ‘ theatreof
war ‘_ rs bnngingdeathand herrer to yet merehelplesscivilians,
uetlungbut the British bombersand fighters circling like huge
insectsover the commonsuggestby day that the village belengs
to a country strugglingdesperatelyfor its existenceagainsta


