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MR. J.  B<>\\'hl_l_.

His many friends in Oxfnrrl and rhsrnct will be glad to sun

that a pnpularmemberul the oxfprrl sniff, in the person of Mr, _1. s,
Bowell, has been included in pur monthly peru-angallery.

Mr. Bnwell jniuerl rhe oirlprrl Branch as a li-ayeller in April,
1924, and since that rlay his cheery and tactful manner-has earned
him a henof friends he is exceedinglypepularin the many Clubs

and lrilimry and Rear. establishments in rhe district, The
enquirieswhich we reeeiye at distant Branches as to his welfare
are testimonyto the esteemin which he is held amongstcustomers
gvnerall).

Mr. Bowell joined the 2nd (Volunteer) Batt. Oxfordshire L.I.
at the age of I6 and was still serving with this battalion when it

Changedits namc under the Territorial Army to the 4th Batt.
Uxon and Bucks LI. At this period Mr. Howell moved to
Cheltenham, where he held anenppuinlmenr in an auuimng
establishment. At the outbreak of the Great \Var he joined the
GloucestershireRegii-nent, was gazenedznd Lieutenant to the
5th GloucestershireRegiment on March 31st, 1915. He was lntcr

transferredto the Vilurcestershire Regiment and sailed for lilsso-

petnrnin early in rgrs. He also saw active service on the Nw.
Frontier of India, when he was attachedto thc lst Batt, The

Durham L.I. returning to England in September,1917, he then
proceeded to France, seeing service on the Somme, where he

rrmaineduntil demobilisatinnin February, Iqlq, with the rank of

Captain.

In his young days Mr. Bowell was an enthusiasticmemherof

the NeptuneRowing Club, Oxford, and won many prizes.

ln later yearshis main interestis in gardeningand his fai~eurih~

pastime is a game of bowls, of which he is no mean exponent.
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Takea little wine for thy stomach’ssakeandthine oft
infirmities.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By C. H P.)

OUR Mrxxaclxc I)mlzc'rnrl Ixjumss Hls Kwn.
wirlnsprearl sympathy has been felt, ann l-repressed,with eru-

(ihairman and ManagingDirector who, while carrying out some of

his multitudinous duties, in London, slipped on the kerb in the
black-out and in]ured his knee which necessitatedhis being laid up
fnr samenays. 'lhe injury hasoccasionedmuch pain andwe know
that, to a man of Mr. Simnnds'activity, to be thusinternerl, for even
.r short prrinrl, must add ennsirlerablyto the agonv,

A speedynnll completerueriyr-ry is rhe heartfeltwish uf us all,
sir-

'l`l~ll-1 Llslrrlalz Sim; or Film \\`ATcl-ilxc.

Little plcasantrieslike rhe following help to make the long
hours of fire watching seem slinrr. This dialogue funk plnee rhe
nrhri eveningas the ladieseamealenpto sign on nnrl rneeiyr their
tickets fer suup f

Presiding llfagiazmre to Miss (Babbling) lsruuks; ~ Un yen
know if Miss Rivers is running to-day? "

.mar Brooks ~ Ne; but lilies srreamswill soon be flowing in,
though let ir be clearly understood(lnnlring at rhe old angler in the
enrner; all fishing rights arc strictly reserved."

[Cellepsa ly ala aa;/levi]

Trllt Cow-BY A YOUNG Coc1<NE\'.

A ten-years-oldEast London hey, now evacuatedin Berkshire,
wr-nre an essayon " Birds and Beasts."
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“ `l`hc cow is a mamal," he wrote. " It has six sides, right,
left, an uppri' andbelow. At the end it has it tail, on which hangs
at brush. \'Vith this it sendstlle flies away so that they do not fall
into the milk. The head is for the purposeol growing horns, and
so that thc mouth can be somewhere. These horns are to butt
With, and the month is to moo with.

" Under the eow hangs the milk. it is arrangedfor milking.
When peoplemilk, the milk eomes,and there is never an end to thc
supply. How the eow does it I havenot yet realised,hut it makes
more and more. The sow has a fine senseof smell, one ean smell
it far away. This is the reasonfor the fresh air in the country.

“ The man cow is called an ox. The cow doesnot eat much,
but what it eats it eats twice so that it gets enough, \fVhen it is
hungry it moos,and when it saysnothing it is becauseall its inside
is full up with grass."

nr. ErnestBrown, Minister of 1-lealth, quoted thc hoy's essay
at a luncheonin London recently.

" I WoN"r GIVE UP MV BEER," His BATTLE Cav.

A link with the presentepoch of weaker beer is recalled by
reminiscencesof Lord Halifax's father, who said during IQI4-18,
“ I shall not give up my beer." He was greatly perturbedduring
those years by the lack of decent beer. Vi/'hen he presentedhis
younggrandsonswith silver mugs, he wrote feelingly to their father,
the present Viscount. " I do so trust those boys will never be
teetotallersf' The story is told by Alan CampbellJohnsonin llis
new book, "Viscount Halifax," published recently (Robert Hale,
2rs.).

CANTEEN BEER FOR WORKERS.

Workers on night duty in many of Britain's munition iaetories
are not to be deprived of their usual mid-working hours pint of

beer. Many oanteensare being granted special licences so that
Workers can drink with their meal at whatever time of night they
takc it. ‘rhese faoilities are grantedby an Order ot Council and do
not necessitatean application to the licensing justices. The Order
overrides any powers now held by the lieensing justices over the
control of drinking facilities and there is no provision that a meal
must be takenwherevrr intoxicatingliquor is supplied. An official
of the Home Office said that the Order had been introducedfor the
convenienceof Britain's war Workers and that every precaution
was takento ensurethat therewere no abusesof the privilege.
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Ilzrsn AND Sczorcrr.
" As is the case with other beverages,there are varieties and

tastes in whiskey. Broadly speaking there arc two varieties,
connotefl by their methodsof distillation-lrish and Scotch4cacli
with its peculiar flavour.

Irish is known as ‘ pot still,” the naturalreactionto eenturyolil
methodsoi fermentationand maturing. In other Words, the Irish
way of producing whiskey is narurels way; and naturesway of
making and mattlring whiskey is the one that must appeal to
eonnoisseursfor all time.

“ The Scotch or ‘ patent still ' variety is really incubated
whiskey, nature'sprocessbeing acceleratedby chemical and other
methodsto bring it to maturity.

“ Contrary to a belief which appearsto have gained some
currency abroadin recent years, Irish whiskey is not made from
potatoes. It is distilled from the highest grade harley, native-
grown, and thereforeredolent of the soil and atmosphereot the
country that gave the beverageits nameand its reputation.

“ Quality and sustainedpublicity can, and probably wilt, in
clue course restorc Irish whiskey to its old time popularity, but
many will ask why that popularity should ever have been allowed
to wane. The consumercan, in the eireumstanees,scarcelybe held
responsiblefor the deeline."

The aboveare extractsfrom The Irish Digest, August,
1938, publishedby Cllatto and Windus,

REco<;NiTloN or Mrcl-l HARD Worm.

Capt. A, S. Dre-we, Mc., who has been so closely associated
with A.R,P, and fire Watching, both at the Brewery and in the
town, has recently had further honours bestowed on him. In
addition to serving on the Committeeofthe ReadingFire Fighter
Corps, he has beenappointedthe First Chairmanoi No. 53 Branch
(Reading) of the National Associationoi SpottersClubs and at the
inaugural meeting of the Southern Regional Council of Spotters
Clubs, embracing the whole of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Surrey and Dorset, he was unanimously
electedas Chairmanon the propositionof Colonel Gregson,r;.M_G.,

c.r.E.

SPoTTEi<s,

On October zotll our spotterscompleted one yearsspotting,
The iollowing spottershave takentheir part in the manning of the
posteztlessrs.D. J. Stannard (now R.A.F.), A. P. Bloomfield,
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G, Bcddow (resigned), R. lfolvlnun, A Sanders, K. Cottam,
l. Clinch, R. Brookes (resigned), gi. Langley, R. Taylor, Ji Tovey
(now London Branch), R. Harbor, E. Aitken, T. l)unsti~r
(resigned), E, Venner, G, Harding and lf. Wells. The high
standard of aeronautical knowledge ls maintained by the
stndving ot weekly prrindiealsand co-operatingwith the Reading
Spotters Club, Sr-von of these- spotters have passed varlolls
examinationsand two (Bloomfield and Coleman) haveobtainedthe
third classintermediateandsecondclasscertificatesof the National
Associationof Spotters.

E>1cl_lsl-1 “ PiJEr.lc»HousEs" lN \\'EsTERx DEsEliT.

lor-oald beer is being provided tar thc troops in the Western
Desert by the creation li, N.A.A_F.I. ofa chain of " road houses,"
says the .wanting .tdvefrrset Spacedat intervals of rnany miles
along the sandydesertroads,the housesare beingrnadeto rcscmble
English publicehouses,two ol them heing called " Noah's Ark "

and ~ The Man in the Moon." Severalshows have been given on
the stageat`the ~ Noah's ,\r-lr." To meet the shortageof rlrinlring
glasses,surplus bnvr bottles have been ent down to pint size with
rnilled edges, for canteensin the Middle East.

WAivEl> 'l`i~iEll< lTr~;l<.s'

\\'e hezlr that :tn IncomeTax Inspectorwith at senseof humour
recently wrote to a woll-known firm of hairdressersasking " ls it
true that your lliroetors havenow permanentlywaivedtheir tees?"

lsaole cami* thc replv  Yes For years pastthey havenot harl a
shinglebob."

A DISCLAIMER.

To The Editor of the Hop Leaf Gazette.

Sir,-Weand our tribe wish it to be aswidely known as

lieaatly Biiteher nirdhthe Germans.
pnssiblethat we have no connectionwhatsoeverwith thnse

A Slu-ilu.

(for<<tERNlNc THE PRlltlE l\ll:<lsTi;li,

There is a good storygoing the roundsabout the PrimeMinister.
One eveningMr. Churchill took a taxi to BroadcastingHouse.where
he was going to deliver one of his famousspeeches. On his arrival,
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he asia-<1 the tasiadriver to vvair, vvlrerenpon the latter, not
rr-oognisinghis passengerin the hlaoleont, replied ~ Sorry, sir, inn
tihrirehrlls on the air soon, and l wouldn't rniss one of his speeches
tor anything." Naturally rnnoh gratified, tho Prime Minister
assiireri the taxi-driver that he tprite iinriersteod, and gate hint a

lrandsnnie tip. The tairisdriver, overearnr with gratitude, said;
~ Thank yon, sir-yonlreet reztl gent. 'Ere-eta'ell with <1lnrrehill-
l'li wait for von ll

FTETY \'EARs or _]tlURxAl_lsM.

To have completedtitty yearsof irnnrialisni, and on the sanie
paper, is a great aelrievernent. Bat this is the prorrd record of
Mr. E. nit 'rrill of thc Berkshire czrrorrirle. For twenty-tive gears
l was closely associatedwith Mr. Tnll in work and l can say,
without fcar of contradiction, that he is an arnarnent to the
prntessian. Readinghas good causv re be proud of its newspapers
for the highest and ht-st traditions of ranrnalisrn have ever been
maintained in thrm. And towards that end no jorrrnalistie has
worked harder than ylr. Tall. His initials are E.M.T., antl for titty
long yrars they have been the einhorlinrent of

Enterprise
xlorleration
Tnithtnlness.

Mai- he long eontiniie this great ivorlr ter his paper and for
the paolie.

A NEW `l`i'l`I.l£.

The following is worthy of i~t~ern~d Extract of a letter irom
Miss Hunt, sister of the latf Mr. Reginald Hunt, Brewer, of York,
a great personaliriend of some ol the llireetors of this carnpany,
whose passing recently at an t-arly age was so widely deplore-rl
throughout the Trade

"Thank you so much lor sendingme THE HOP LEAF
Ghztwrh. De-ar old Reggie always gave it to me to ri-:td in
hell it was known as my 'Bedtiine starr' heals 

Most people don'lI cave about a bird
in the hand. What they want is a
swallow.
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IT'S THE LAVV.

vm sozvlEoNE say THAT THE LAW was AN Ass?
(From the Afgasy for October,1941)

In Oxford, members of Lincoln College are by University
Statute entitled to shoot with bows and arrows on The High,
provided they wear Lincoln Green.

Another StatutecnablesChancellorsoi the University to hang
from MagdalenBridge, without trial, any memberoi the University.

In Cold Spring,Pennsylvania,no rnan may lnry a drink withent
the written permissionof his wife.

EXTEAVAGANT si>EEcl-r.

There is anEnglishlaw, still unrepcaled,imposingthe following
taritt of fines for using profane language

Every day-labourer,commonsoldier, common sailor, and
commonseanran,one shilling,

And everyother person,under the degreeofa gentlernan,
twe shillings.

And every personof or above the degreeof a gentleman.
five shillings.

wrrcr-rcimrr.
In the reign oi George III a bill was introducedto the effect

that : '

All women oi whateverage, rank or profession, whether
maid or widow, who shall after this Act impose upon and
serlriee into rnatrin-.tiny any et His Majesty'ssnhjeetsby means
of scents,paints, Cosmetics,artificial teeth,false hair, bolstered
hips, high-heeiedshoes,or iron stays, shall incur the penalties
againstwitchcraft, and the marriagebe declarednull and void.

It is legal to pnt ten shillings on a horse it you ring tip the
bookmakerand promiseto pay after the race. If yen give hirn the
ten shillings at the time it is illegal.

v lion vlcTorzY.

Victory is a thing of the will.

GE>1l-:KAL FERDINAND Focl-l ~-his favourite maxim.

fail
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

Ad astra per ardua-Tothe stars by steeppaths.

Eminent stationsmake great men greaterand little men less,

Fortune does not changemen ; it only unmasksthem.

He that eeasesto be a friend neverwas a good one.

A crow's nae whiter for being washed.

It is fer want of application, rather than of means,that men
el success.

Love and scandalare the best sweetenersoi tea.

Discreet women have neither eyes nor ears.

Lnelr in thy heartand write.

Nature is an ./Eoliart harp, a musical instrumentwhose tones
are the re-echoof higher strings within us.

The most finishedman in the world is he who is neverirresolute
and never in a hurry.

The more honesty.1 man has, the less he affects the air of a.

saint.

VVhen rlitlienlties are evereeniethey beennreblessings.
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BREWERY' IOTTINGS.
(iiv w. is\'NsTEi<.)

The Savings Associationof H. & G. Simomls Ltd., which has
btsen in existencefor over 17 ycsts, is nisintnining stcsidy prngrcss
and I am intlvbted to Mr, A. H. Hopkins for thi* following figurvs

which will give somvideaof what is bring donein this connection:-
g s. ti.

Subscribedduring thc months of May, june and
July, in4i, by thn sale of swings ccftificstt-s
and savingsstnnips     270 ii 1,

Siibscrihvdthifing thc incnths of August, Septenr
ber and October, 1941, by the sale of savings
csititicsitss and savings stnnips   css 6 6

'rnngst cinicti at nisthinc gun   ccst inc n fi

Amount actually cnihictcti    his is <»

Din-ing thc past nicnth thc Rtnding Football Club hsvc bvcn
doing quite well nnci with three wins, cns- draw, in the inst fnnt
nistciics played (three nwny from home) is proof thst they sit ii

tcsin tt, be reckoned with. Fnnni all accounts thc last nictch
played at Elm Park againstwcst Hsin wss si vciy thiiuigng nifsii,
cxcellent icctbsii being servrd up by hcth sides, and with n win

for Rrading plus s gsts ni ms, what more could thc nnicnt inn

(Lind management)wish inn vnsf Itliink iisu gccsalongss wvll

as at prrsent, thc seasonwill br s most successfultins for the club,
and tlivy well ficssfvs it.

Sums ol the offices are still on their nightly tasks uf annufil

balancingand I liavr no doubt they are hoping that this duty will

soon he finished for another financial year.

So ist thc staff have bvcn very Iortunatc in thu nisttci oi

illness and not many casualtieshavebscnccpcftcci. To paraphrase
thc Army conimuniquu of thc inst was ~ Thr health of the staff
is cxcciicnt." Long may it continue and sn lighten everyones
hnifcicns, especially in View oi thc nearnppnischuf Christmaswlien

wc shall no doubt be hnsy, althoughsuppliesof ninny itcins of winvs

and spirits will be vcry short and demandpretty hvavy,

Mr. F, vi: cinih recently psiti ns ii visit rind i/sr) rntcrtaining
it was too. Appsncnth-hc is now on si dcstroycr snci finds that hc

is quite s good sniici in thc sensethat hr fccis no ill effects as soon

ss he is on bccnnt From su accountshc likes the iiics she iooknii

cm- sn well-and he snys the fnsti is cxcniicnt. Hr considersthc
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xsvy tht: best scrvicc of thc int isnt, of cnni~si~, sdrniis hr hss htiti
no experienceoftl1<~Arm) ci Air Force. ifnii of beans, he ssyshu

getson very well with all thu other fellows, also it is not sc cchi ns
cnt might ii-nngint. Certainly " bright nnfi hifccsy " is s vcr; npt
cicscisiptisn of Mi. hi w. cisih.

Mi. L. ifiiiihisch, who uscti to be in tht Gcncnii Officc and,
by the way, is only rs ycnis of sgc, called in tc ssc ns. Hn is in
thc R.A.if. and whenlit- originally Went northwns put iiitn the hnnti.
However, on being niovcd down stinth, hc set about the ich anti
has nnw nsssctihis wir:-less course ici which he fcccivcs extra psy.
1-ic has to gc through another roursc and ii hc nssscs,which lic

rxpectsto dn, this will incsn more psy and lm will be mayici the
position fni which he voinntccrcfi.

Amongst others who lia\'c> visited us lately I give thv following
namesand must are in the R.A.F. ~lVIr. E. Bailey, Mr. I.. F. Pitts.
Mr. S. Collins, Mr. C Langton, Mr. L. Twinev, Mr N. Tott, Mr. R.
Wheeler, Mr, L. H. Drew, Mr. E. C. Schofield (Navy), Mr S. R.
Newbery, Mr. E. Martin, Miss K, Timms (W.A.A.F.)

cciftsinly scngt. N. H. Lipscombe hscns ns wcll pcsccti with
news, and Mn. W. Bowyer has rcccivsti an sirgrnphcci-niniinicstinn
from him recently. At thc time of writing he wns inst getting
may to gc on a cnnrsn for s ccinniissicn and ws wish him every
success. He sayshe is quits well and wished to he rcmembervdtn
all friends.

Vlfe hadsi visit fncin Mr. G. Poolewho is in thc R Af. in Northern
Ireland which, he snys, is n beautiful cnnntny. ifcnci is gnnti and
plentiful hnt such delights ss cigarettessnci hscf src nnt sc tssy
to chtnin. Beer is rf' per pint. However, he sccnis vciy hcippy
about it all and looks ci/sf sn well; he svcn snys thc wcn wiii nnt
last so lung ss scnic oi ns think.

Mn P. Jameshas just cbtsiinnti s ccninnissinn nftcr n coursv
which has lasted severalmonths. 1-ic inchsci remarkably fit sind
wcu. During thv summerhe nisinngcd to get in n tnii amount of
ci-ichct and did qnitc well, which is snhi to bc expectedin vicw nf
his all-round nhiiity at this game. Htn~ is wishing him cvi»i~y

sncccss. I fcci sins he wiu do well.

I liavv inst nnccii/sci n icttcn ii-cni ond. cniisi \'. F. Sminrlersof
ths Navy and he tells me of n new cnfii-si at his home in Reading,
vis., anothcr boy and this now makes thc isniiiy tlirev worthy scns.
Mother niid hshy sn- progressingwell sn he ssys, cnti thv cppni-
tnnity is takento nifci- sinccnc congratulations, Hc is now at scs,
but when hc wrote hc hsti nct gct his properscn lcgs and it wns all
ratherstfnngc to him. Hn sswshis ship is quits snisi-t snci lie has
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some jolly companionsas messmates. In his letterhe says " Please
convey to all friends my kind regardsand best wishes." He was
feeling quite well and promisesanothervisit to the Brewery when
he gets his next “ spot of leave."

In a letter from L/Cpl. s. G. Treacher,in the Middle East, to
Mr. H. Treadgold,he sayshe hasbeenreceiving quite rt lot of mail.
Her LEAF GAZETTES reach him and he mentionshe would like to
see his nalne therein, so now he has his wish gratified. From all
accountshe is keepingquite well, and he has beenout there for over
a. year, so when hc getssevendays' leaveto which he is entitled he
hopesto have a trip to Palestine. So iar he hasnot seen Norman
Lipscombe out there. Swimming seems to be the chicf form of
recreation whieh he enjoys, as it is very warrn. Tire greatest
trouble he experiencesis due to millions of flies which are all over
the place, the heat does not bother him at all. Kind wishes and
renrernbraneesto all friends at the Brewery and he hopes the day
is net too far distant when he will be seeingns all again. Quite a
number oi us rememberhim ever so well and we hope he hasnot
lost his smile and that he is greeted by his pals by the name or
" Smiler."

Mr. R. I-Iuddy left us quite recently for thc R.A.F. and I

understandMr. j. Clay is also likely to be going in the near future,
ln tlre R.A.S.C.

The following changesand transfershave taken place and to
all we wish every success -

The Hinds Head, Bracknell  & G. Simonds Ltd.)--Mrs,
R. Simms.

The Greyhound,Tidmarsh 8: G. SimondsLtd.)-Mrs. F. I.
Holifield.

The Bridge House, VVhitchurch  8: G. SimondsLtd.)~Mrs.
F. M. West.

The Greyhound,VVoodcotc (I-I. & G. SimontlsLtd.) ~l\tIr. R. F.
Hall.

The Beehive, Staines  :Sr G. Simonds l.td,)- Mr. D. D.
Grant.

We are sorry to record the death oi Mr. H. T. Britten of the
Little Crown, SouthamptonStreet,wherehe hadbeentenant since
1922, and to all relativeswe extend our sinceresympathy.

We regret to record the deathof C.P.O. W. G. Moorcock, who
recently died of wounds. He spent a good deal oi his life in the
Navy and when he left the servicehe becamea tenantof the Rose
and Thistle, Argyle Road, Reading, from 1926 to 1935. Since the
war he rejoined the Navy. We tender our deepestsympathy to
all relatives.
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\\'HEN SHALL BRITAIN STRIKE?

MR. EDEN: mn reryr r-rr; MAY Nor REvr;AL.

ltlr, Anthony Eden, ForeignSecretary,speakingat ztlanehester,
dealt with those who are asking " when andwhere are we going to
strike? "

~ That is the one point on which it is not in nry power_to
enlighten yon," he said, " hnt this r ean tell you Frorn the first
hour of the German attaekon Russia, thc war cabinet and the
Governmentas a whole have eoneentratrdevery effort in their
power upon the task of giving their utmost help to Russia. There
has been neither hesitation nor reserve."

Referringto criticism of the oovernrnent,Mr. Edensaid, " We
wonld rnneh rather be harkerl at than that there shrnrld he supine
indiiterenee. Brit as to the deeisionswhich rnnst be taken after
all theevidenceis weighed,thosedecisionsrnnstbe the responsibility
ofthe war Cabinet, and of the VVar Cabinet alone.

Gt>vhi<>iMlsNT's orsri PUr<1>os1§.

" \’\'e will dare any action wllere we believe the hazardsto be
justified. The Government,indeed,have hnt one purpose,which
is yours and Stalin`s too: how best to eneornpassHitler's defeat.
We will not be deterredfrom that task for onc instant even for the
luxury of answeringonr erities.

“ V\`ar is a long-term business, The issuewill not be settledby
any sudden,brilliant improvisation."

Mr. Eden said that he never expected to live to hear the
suggestionthat the Prime Minister was backward rn action. It
was indeed the most l\\dicrous oi all charges.

r-rrTr.ER»-lsvrr. Genius.

Saying that Hitler was a genius-anevil genius-Mr. Eden
added: “ One day I believe it will be said oi him; not that he
eonqnered France, not that hc enslaved Greece, not that he
tormentedEurope. It will he said oi him This man despisedbut
could not debasemankind."

Each one felt the deepestadmiration for the heroic Russian
resistance.

“ It you are watching every phaseof this struggle, so is the
Government if you are dccply moved,so are we. We know only
too well that the Russiansare bearing now a burden that \vas ours
a year ago. You may bc sure that thc Governmenthas done and
will do everythingwithin its power to give help to Rnssia."
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Mr._Edcn said that he hepedseento announcu the eunelusian
bf an allianeewith Persia Thcsc developmentsenabledus to open
up a route of suppliesto Russia,availableat all seasnnsat the year

UNBROKEN ALLIED FRONT.

` " From the caueasusthrough Persia, Iraq, Syria, Palestineand
lagypt to the VVestern Desert, there is now ont: unbroken Allied
Front. Id that front reinforcements and supplies have been
speedingcontinuouslyduring the summerand before, Supplies,not
anlyti-uni this country but train India and other parts of the
Empire and from the United Statesot America.

“Our pbsitian in the Middle East has been inirnensely
strengthened."

“ ME AN' MY GAL."

A dainty rlarnselenee I knrw
Possessedof winsomc features.
Alcrt she was, and graeetultoo
The handsnrnestot ereatures.

No need was there to strain my throat
-No need to shout and hollo ;

I siniply gavea singlenote
\’Vhil;h she would turn and follow.

She tripped acrossthe dewy grass
With every sign of pleasure
-'rhatneat and trim and lang-lirnbltl lass
-That really perfect treasure.

l enly had to softly speak
And, minus any pressing,
shedrub her nose againstrny elieelr
In mannerrnust earessing.

I-Ier ey es were large and brown and dark
No fact- could surn bv sweeter_I often saw her in the park
where lovely 'twas to greether.

And what a coat she had to Wear
As white as any lily I

\Shewi-Is, you see,a little mart-
~-In other words~afilly.

S. E. lfL>l.LlNS.
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NATURE NOTE.
(uv c.I-I.l=.).

oI.n clzows KEEP mt COMPANY.

FIVE .ull A HALF To 'II-IE t>UNcE.

On October3rst I saw two houseniartins hawking Ier flies up
tht: rharnes. They Irrqueiitlr disappearedhehinrl a houseon the
oppositeside of the river and I wanderedit they had at late breed
and were feeding thern. I fear that the flies were few and iar
brtwccn though perhapsthe keen and uuielt eyesof the birds could
discern mort' than I could sort. This is an unusuallv latc date on

whieh to ohsvrvcthesebirds.

woNnERFUL AERIAL I>IsI=I_A\'.

Huaring a peculiar kind oi whistling I looked aloft and saw a

kestrel and ei crow having a rare rernp in the air, iur that seernsthc
rnast fitting terin tb deseribethe caperstheyeut 'rhey soarfdand
dived and dashedacross the air in most spectacularfashion and
with marvellousgrace and ease. I think the hawk was much tlit-

swifter el the two though the old crow performed wonders.
occasionally uttering his hoarse eraalt as he did su. At firstl
thought I wasgoing to seea great light betweenthesetwo feathered
hurricanesbut I was sean convinced they wcrc only playing and
evidently enjoying the gameirnruensely. Timo was nat called until
they had played ten rninutes eaeh way; at any rate, this aerial
match lasted Iuuy twenty minutes, niueh to my delight, and I

wauld willingly' have paid Pntertainmrnttax,

<;iiI.II»e\:<IoxAlaI_l2 cliuws.

A pair ot crows huilt their nest this year in il not very tall tree

up the Cavcrshampromenadeand reared al family of (ive. I kept

observationon the nest and well rememberwhen five fat childrt-rl

first left the nest remainingfor days, on and uit, on the branches

close to their home. Anrl hcrc they were fed by their parents,
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The menu appearedto be a very varied one and I found, under the
tree, the shellsof eggsand frcsh-watermussels also the feathersof

young birds and some fur which I think must have beentorn from
a baby hare, for crows are carnivorousereatnres.

You maysee this sarneold pair of crows by the Thames,at the
end of (low Lane, any day now. Their children have removed
further afield.

Quite recently I was fishing near to where the nest is built and,
as a very cold wind was blowing andthe membersof the iinny tribe
were r-ight off their feed, I amusedmyself by throwing some of my
breadbait to the gulls. As often asnot theyseizedthe food in Very
clever fashion well before it reached the water. At other times
they lit on the river and picked it off the water. Onceor twice they
dived right under and took the food when it was fully a foot below
the surface. I do not often see gulls dive bllt these undoubtedly
did, and only a few yards from where I was sitting.

clwws KEEP ME coltlraxv.

And then to my surprise ene of the crows, seeing what was
happening,swoopeddown and very cleverly picked a piece of bread
from the water, takinggreatcarenet to even wet his feet. Fer the
rest of the afternoonthesedearold birds kept me company. They
were very tame,for crows, and camewithin a dozenyardsof where
I was sitting. I threw bread to them and they ate it without
displaying the slightest fear. Brit I think they know me by new
fer I often see them, andgreet them with a few friendly words. I
had with me that doubtful form of food~ a sausage,and threw the
birds a bit. Theyshowedno doubt about it bllt swallowedgreedily
what they evidently thoughtwas a tit»bit. So I threw them mere
and more, and becameso delightedto coax themso near to me that
before I realisedwhat I had done I found that I hadleft no sausage
for myself.

Brit they enie;ed it mere than I should have rlene and se I

finished my meal off plain brrad. Never did it taste sweeter!
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LEAvEs AND rrsu.

\f\`hen I was angling on this occasionthc surfaceof the water
was carpetedwith millions oi leavesand they lay on the bed of the
river too, like a thick carpet,a beautiful carpet of red and orange,
greenand gold! There is rare beautyin the leavesbllt when the
water is full of thcin you rarely eatenmany fish. It was seon this
occasion. Do the leavesstain the water and act as a kind of dope
to the fish, I wonder? Perhapsthe fish find so much food on the
leaves that they can well do Without that thrown to them by the
angler. \Vhy fisll go oil their feed, as they undoubtedlydo, when
the river is full of weedshas, so far as I am aware, neverbeenfully
and satisfactorily explained.

Palzrlzilntslzs colvllz 'ro rowy.

A covey of partridges were recently to be seen on Moss's
Island, just below CavershamBridge. It is not often that tllese
little brown birds are seenso near the centre of a large town.

YACK, crruclr.

lhiring the evening of October 9th I heard overhead the
familiar notesyac/z,chuck, and knewthat fieldfareswereon thewing,
Looking aloft l observeda flock of about forty. About the size of
the missel thrush the male fieldfare is a handsomebird, its upper
plumagebeing tinged with blue, while part of its back and wing-
coverts are chestnutbrown.

Fieldfaresonly eemeto ns daring the winter vnonths.

MAIIVELLOUS LITTLE TRAVELLERS,

Up among the branchesof a fir tree I recently heard the
small thin veiee of the golden-crestedwren, There were quite a
nnmeerof them. Many geld-erestsremain with ns all the year
round lint their number is largely inereased during the winter
months. It has been estimatedthat live and a half hill-grewn
gold-crestsweigh init an ennee. and hew these little hits of




