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MR. J. S. BOWELL.

His many friends in Oxford and district will be glad to see
that a popular member of the Oxford Staff, in the person of Mr. J. S.
Bowell, has been included in our monthly portrait gallery.

Mr. Bowell joined the Oxford Branch as a traveller in April,
1924, and since that day his cheery and tactful manner has earned
him a host of friends ; he is exceedingly popular in the many Clubs
and Military and R.A.F. establishments in the district. The
enquiries which we receive at distant Branches as to his welfare
are testimony to the esteem in which he is held amongst customers
generally.

Mr. Bowell joined the 2nd (Volunteer) Batt. Oxfordshire L.I.
at the age of 16 and was still serving with this battalion when it
changed its name under the Territorial Army to the 4th Batt.
Oxon and Bucks L.I. At this period Mr. Bowell moved to
Cheltenham, where he held an- appointment in an outfitting
establishment. At the outbreak of the Great War he joined the
Gloucestershire Regiment, was gazetted 2nd Lieutenant to the
5th Gloucestershire Regiment on March 31st, 1915. He was later
transferred to the Worcestershire Regiment and sailed for Meso-
potamia early in 1916. He also saw active service on the N.W.
Frontier of India, when he was attached to the 1st Batt. The
Durham L.L. ; returning to England in September, 1917, he then
proceeded to France, seeing service on the Somme, where he
remained until demobilisation in February, 1919, with the rank of
Captain.

In his young days Mr. Bowell was an enthusiastic member of
the Neptune Rowing Club, Oxford, and won many prizes.

In later years his main interest is in gardening and his favourite
pastime is a game of bowls, of which he is no mean exponent.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.— The Bible.

CHAT rom

THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
'y Aoy e o 9

Our ManacING DirecToRr INJURES His KNEE.

Widespread sympathy has been felt, and expressed, with our
Chairman and Managing Director who, while carrying out some of
his multitudinous duties, in London, slipped on the kerb in the
black-out and injured his knee which necessitated his being laid up
for some days. The injury has occasioned much pain and we know
that, to a man of Mr. Simonds’ activity, to be thus interned, for even
a short period, must add considerably to the agony.

A speedy and complete recovery is the heartfelt wish of us all,
Sir !

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF FIRE WATCHING.

Little pleasantries like the following help to make the long
hours of fire watching seem short. This dialogue took place the
other evening as the ladies came along to sign on and receive their
tickets for soup :

Presiding Magistrate to Miss (Babbling) Brooks: *“ Do you
know if Miss Rivers is running to-day ? "’

Miss Brooks : ** No ; but Miss Streams will soon be flowing in,
though let it be clearly understood (looking at the old angler in the
corner) all fishing rights are strictly reserved.”

[Collapse of old angler!)
THE Cow—By A Young COCKNEY.

A ten-years-old East London boy, now evacuated in Berkshire,
wrote an essay on ““ Birds and Beasts.”
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“ The cow is a mamal,”” he wrote. ‘It has six sides, right,
left, an upper and below. At the end it has a tail, on which hangs
a brush. With this it sends the flies away so that they do not fall
into the milk. The head is for the purpose of growing horns, and
so that the mouth can be somewhere. These horns are to butt
with, and the mouth is to moo with.

“ Under the cow hangs the milk. It is arranged for milking.
When people milk, the milk comes, and there is never an end to the
supply. How the cow does it I have not yet realised, but it makes
more and more. The cow has a fine sense of smell, one can smell
it far away. This is the reason for the fresh air in the country.

“ The man cow is called an ox. The cow does not eat much,
but what it eats it eats twice so that it gets enough. When it is
hungry it moos, and when it says nothing it is because all its inside
is full up with grass.”

Mr. Ernest Brown, Minister of Health, quoted the boy's essay
at a luncheon in London recently.

“1 Won't Give Up My BEER,”’ His BATTLE CRY.

A link with the present epoch of weaker beer is recalled by
reminiscences of Lord Halifax’s father, who said during 1914-18,
“ I shall not give up my beer.”” He was greatly perturbed during
those years by the lack of decent beer. When he presented his
young grandsons with silver mugs, he wrote feelingly to their father,
the present Viscount. “I do so trust those boys will never be
teetotallers.” The story is told by Alan Campbell Johnson in his
new book, “ Viscount Halifax,”” published recently (Robert Hale,
218.).

CANTEEN BEER FOR WORKERS.

Workers on night duty in many of Britain’s munition factories
are not to be deprived of their usual mid-working hours pint of
beer. Many canteens are being granted special licences so that
workers can drink with their meal at whatever time of night they
take it. These facilities are granted by an Order of Council and do
not necessitate an application to the licensing justices. The Order
overrides any powers now held by the licensing justices over the
control of drinking facilities and there is no provision that a meal
must be taken wherever intoxicating liquor is supplied. An official
of the Home Office said that the Order had been introduced for the
convenience of Britain’s war workers and that every precaution
was taken to ensure that there were no abuses of the privilege.
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IrRISH AND ScoTCH.

““ As is the case with other beverages, there are varieties and
tastes in whiskey. Broadly speaking there are two varieties,
connoted by their methods of distillation—Irish and Scotch—each
with its peculiar flavour.

Irish is known as ‘ pot still,” the natural reaction to century old
methods of fermentation and maturing. In other words, the Irish
way of producing whiskey is nature’s way ; and nature’'s way of
making and maturing whiskey is the one that must appeal to
connoisseurs for all time.

~ "“The Scotch or ‘patent still’ variety is really incubated
whiskey, nature’s process being accelerated by chemical and other
methods to bring it to maturity.

“ Contrary to a belief which appears to have gained some
currency abroad in recent years, Irish whiskey is not made from
potatoes. It is distilled from the highest grade barley, native-
grown, and therefore redolent of the soil and atmosphere of the
country that gave the beverage its name and its reputation.

“ Quality and sustained publicity can, and probably will, in
due course restore Irish whiskey to its old time popularity, but
many will ask why that popularity should ever have been allowed
to wane. The consumer can, in the circumstances, scarcely be held
responsible for the decline.”

The above are extracts from The Irish Digest, August,
1938, published by Chatto and Windus,

RecocniTiION OF MUucH HarD WORK.

Capt. A. S. Drewe, M.c., who has been so closely associated
with A.R.P. and fire watching, both at the Brewery and in the
town, has recently had further honours bestowed on him. In
addition to serving on the Committee of the Reading Fire Fighter
Corps, he has been appointed the First Chairman of No. 53 Branch
(Reading) of the National Association of Spotters Clubs and at the
inaugural meeting of the Southern Regional Council of Spotters
Clubs, embracing the whole of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Surrey and Dorset, he was unanimously
elected as Chairman on the proposition of Colonel Gregson, ¢.M.G.,
C.LE.

SPOTTERS.
On October zoth our spotters completed one year's spotting.

The following spotters have taken their part in the manning of the
post — Messrs. D. J. Stannard (now R.AF.), A. P. Bloomfield,
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G. Beddow (resigned), R. Coleman, A. Sanders, K. Cottam,
I. Clinch, R. Brookes (resigned), ]J. Langley, R. Taylor, J. Tovey
(now London Branch), R. Harbor, E. Aitken, T. Dunster
(resigned), E. Venner, G. Harding and F. Wells. The high
standard of aeronautical knowledge is maintained by the
studying of weekly periodicals and co-operating with the Reading
Spotters Club. Seven of these spotters have passed wvarious
examinations and two (Bloomfield and Coleman) have obtained the
third class intermediate and second class certificates of the National
Association of Spotters.

ExcLisa ** PuBLic-Houses " IN WESTERN DESERT.

Ice-cold beer is being provided for the troops in the Western
Desert by the creation by N.A.A.F.I. of a chain of * road houses,"
says the Morning Advertiser. Spaced at intervals of many miles
along the sandy desert roads, the houses are being made to resemble
English public-houses, two of them being called " Noah's Ark ™
and “ The Man in the Moon.”” Several shows have been given on
the stage at’the *“ Noah's Ark.”” To meet the shortage of drinking
glasses, surplus beer bottles have been cut down to pint size with
milled edges, for canteens in the Middle East.

Warvep THEIR FEES !

We hear that an Income Tax Inspector with a sense of humour
recently wrote to a well-known firm of hairdressers asking : ** Is it
true that your Directors have now permanently waived their fees ? ™
Back came the reply—“ Yes. For years past they have not had a
shingle bob.”

A DISCLAIMER.
To The Editor of the Hop Leaf Gazette.

Sir,—We and our tribe wish it to be as widely known as
possible that we have no connection whatsoever with those

beastly Butcher Birds—the Germans.
A Shrike.

CONCERNING THE PrRIME MINISTER.

There is a good story going the rounds about the Prime Minister.
One evening Mr. Churchill took a taxi to Broadcasting House, where
he was going to deliver one of his famous speeches.  On his arrival,
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he asked the taxi-driver to wait, whereupon the latter, not
recognising his passenger in the black-out, replied : ** Sorry, sir, but
Churchill’s on the air soon, and I wouldn’t miss one of his speeches
for anything.”” Naturally much gratified, the Prime Minister
assured the taxi-driver that he quite understood, and gave him a
handsome tip. The taxi-driver, overcome with gratitude, said :
“ Thank you, sir—you're a real gent. 'Ere—to ell with Churchill —
I'll wait for you."

FiFTy YEARS OF JOURNALISM.

To have completed fifty years of journalism, and on the same
paper, is a great achievement. But this is the proud record of
Mr. E. M. Tull of the Berkshire Chronicle. For twenty-five years
I was closely associated with Mr. Tull in work and I can say,
without fear of contradiction, that he is an ornament to the
profession. Reading has good cause to be proud of its newspapers
for the highest and best traditions of journalism have ever been
maintained in them. And towards that end no journalistic has
worked harder than Mr. Tull. His initials are E.M.T., and for fifty
long years they have been the embodiment of

Enterprise
Moderation
Truthfulness.

May he long continue this great work for his paper and for
the public.

A New TITLE.

The following is worthy of record : Extract of a letter from
Miss Hunt, sister of the late Mr. Reginald Hunt, Brewer, of York,
a great personal friend of some of the Directors of this Company,
whose passing recently at an early age was so widely deplored
throughout the Trade :

“ Thank you so much for sending me THeE Hor Lear
GAzeTTE.  Dear old Reggie always gave it to me to read in
bed ; it was known as my ‘ Bedtime story book "."”

Most people don't care about a bird
m the hand. What they want is a
swallow.
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IT’S THE LAW.
DID SOMEONE SAY THAT THE LAW WAS AN ASS?
(From the Argosy for October, 1941.)

In Oxford, members of Lincoln College are by University
Statute entitled to shoot with bows and arrows on The High,
provided they wear Lincoln Green.

Another Statute enables Chancellors of the University to hang
from Magdalen Bridge, without trial, any member of the University.

In Cold Spring, Pennsyivania, no man may buy a drink without
the written permission of his wife.

EXTRAVAGANT SPEECH.

There is an English law, still unrepealed, imposing the following
tariff of fines for using profane language :

Every day-labourer, common soldier, common sailor, and
common seaman, one shilling.

And every other person, under the degree of a gentleman,
two shillings.

And every person of or above the degree of a gentleman,
five shillings.

WITCHCRAFT.

In the reign of George 1II a bill was introduced to the effect
that : :

All women of whatever age, rank or profession, whether
maid or widow, who shall after this Act impose upon and
seduce into matrimony any of His Majesty’s subjects by means
of scents, paints, cosmetics, artificial teeth, false hair, bolstered
hips, high-heeled shoes, or iron stays, shall incur the penalties
against witchcraft, and the marriage be declared null and void.

It is legal to put ten shillings on a horse if you ring up the
bookmaker and promise to pay after the race. If you give him the
ten shillings at the time it is illegal.

V FOR VICTORY.
Victory is a thing of the will.
GENERAL FERDINAND FOCH—his favourite maxim.
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

Ad astra per ardua—To the stars by steep paths.
Eminent stations make great men greater and little men less.
Fortune does not change men ; it only unmasks them.

He that ceases to be a friend never was a good one.

A crow’s nae whiter for being washed.

It is for want of application, rather than of means, that men
fail of success.

Love and scandal are the best sweeteners of tea.

Discreet women have neither eyes nor ears.

Look in thy heart and write.

Nature is an Aolian harp, a musical instrument whose tones
are the re-echo of higher strings within us.

The most finished man in the world is he who is never irresolute
and never in a hurry.

The more honesty a man has, the less he affects the air of a
saint.

When difficulties are overcome they become blessings.



54 Tue Hor LEAF GAZETTE.

BREWERY' JOTTINGS.
(BY W. DUNSTER.)

The Savings Association of H. & G. Simonds Ltd., which has
been in existence for over 17 years, is maintaining steady progress
and I am indebted to Mr. A. H. Hopkins for the following figures
which will give some idea of what is being done in this connection :(—

Lones d
Subscribed during the months of May, June and
July, 1941, by the sale of savings certificates
and savings stamps : 2701.0: B
Subscribed during the months of August, Septem-
ber and October, 1941, by the sale of savings
certificates and savings stamps Gal 292 ‘an i
Target aimed at machine gun ... iy eREE s TROR 1O 40
Amount actually collected 5 it Lo W 4o

During the past month the Reading Football Club have been

‘doing quite well and with three wins, one draw, in the last four

matches played (three away from home) is proof that they are a
team to be reckoned with. From all accounts the last match
played at Elm Park against West Ham was a very thrilling affair,
excellent football being served up by both sides, and with a win
for Reading plus a gate of £338, what more could the ardent fan
(and management) wish for. = Yes! I think if all goes along as well

as at present, the season will be a most successful one for the club,
and they well deserve it.

Some of the offices are still on their nightly tasks of annual
balancing and I have no doubt they are hoping that this duty will
soon be finished for another financial year.

So far the staff have been very fortunate in the matter of
illness and not many casualties have been reported. To paraphrase
the Army communique of the last war : “ The health of the staff
is excellent.”” Long may it continue and so lighten everyone’s
burdens, especially in view of the near approach of Christmas when
we shall no doubt be busy, although supplies of many items of wines
and spirits will be very short and demand pretty heavy.

Mr. F. W. Clark recently paid us a visit and very entertaining
it was too. Apparently he is now on a destroyer and finds that he
is quite a good sailor in the sense that he feels no ill effects as soon
as he is on board. From all accounts he likes the life—he looked
ever so well—and he says the food is excellent. He considers the
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Navy the best service of the lot but, of course, admits he has had
no experience of the Army or Air Force. Full of beans, he says he
gets on very well with all the other fellows, also it is not so cold as
one might imagine. Certainly “ bright and breezy " is a very apt
description of Mr. F. W. Clark.

Mr. L. Fullbrook, who used to be in the General Office and,
by the way, is only 18 years of age, called in to see us. He is in
the R.A.F. and when he originally went north was put into the band.
However, on being moved down south, he set about the job and
has now passed his wireless course for which he receives extra pay.
He has to go through another course and if he passes, which he
expects to do, this will mean more pay and he will be ready for the
position for which he volunteered.

Amongst others who have visited us lately 1 give the following
names and most are in the R.A.F. :—Mr, E. Bailey, Mr. L. F. Pitts,
Mr. S. Collins, Mr. C. Langton, Mr. L. Twiney, Mr. N. Tott, Mr. R.
Wheeler, Mr. L. H. Drew, Mr. E. C. Schofield (Navy), Mr. S. R.
Newbery, Mr. E. Martin, Miss K. Timms (W.A.A.F.).

Certainly Sergt. N. H. Lipscombe keeps us well posted with
news, and Mr. W. Bowyer has received an airgraph communication
from him recently. At the time of writing he was just getting
ready to go on a course for a commission and we wish him every
success. He says he is quite well and wished to be remembered to
all friends.

We had a visit from Mr, G. Poole whoisin the R.A.F. in Northern
Ireland which, he says, is a beautiful country. Food is good and
plentiful but such delights as cigarettes and beer are not so easy
to obtain. Beer is 1/- per pint. However, he secems very happy
about it all and looks ever so well ; he even says the war will not
last so long as some of us think.

Mr. P. James has just obtained a commission after a course
which has lasted several months. He looked remarkably fit and
well. During the summer he managed to get in a fair amount of
cricket and did quite well, which is only to be expected in view of
his all-round ability at this game. Here is wishing him every
success. [ feel sure he will do well.

I have just received a letter from Ord. Coder V. F. Saunders of
the Navy and he tells me of a new arrival at his home in Reading,
viz., another boy and this now makes the family three worthy sons.
Mother and baby are progressing well so he says, and the oppor-
tunity is taken to offer sincere congratulations. He is now at sea,
but when he wrote he had not got his proper sea legs and it was all
rather strange to him. He says his ship is quite smart and he has
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some jolly companions as messmates. In his letter he says “ Please
convey to all friends my kind regards and best wishes.” He was
feeling quite well and promises another visit to the Brewery when
he gets his next “ spot of leave.”

In a letter from L/Cpl. S. G. Treacher, in the Middle East, to
Mr. H. Treadgold, he says he has been receiving quite a lot of mail.
Hop LEA¥ GAZETTES reach him and he mentions he would like to
see his name therein, so now he has his wish gratified. From all
accounts he is keeping quite well, and he has been out there for over
a year, so when he gets seven days’ leave to which he is entitled he
hopes to have a trip to Palestine. So far he has not seen Norman
Lipscombe out there. Swimming seems to be the chief form of
recreation which he enjoys, as it is very warm. The greatest
trouble he experiences is due to millions of flies which are all over
the place, the heat does not bother him at all. Kind wishes and
remembrances to all friends at the Brewery and he hopes the day
is not too far distant when he will be seeing us all again. Quite a
number of us remember him ever so well and we hope he has not
lost his smile and that he is greeted by his pals by the name of
“ Smiler.”

Mr. R. Huddy left us quite recently for the R.A.F. and I
understand Mr. J. Clay is also likely to be going in the near future,
in the R.A.S.C.

The following changes and transfers have taken place and to
all we wish every success :—

The Hinds Head, Bracknell (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mrs.
R. Simms.

The Greyhound, Tidmarsh (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mrs. F. I.
Holifield.

The Bridge House, Whitchurch (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mrs.
F. M. West.

The Greyhound, Woodcote (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mr. R. F.
Hall.

The Beehive, Staines (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)—Mr. D. D.
Grant.

We are sorry to record the death of Mr. H. T. Britten of the
Little Crown, Southampton Street, where he had been tenant since
1922, and to all relatives we extend our sincere sympathy.

We regret to record the death of C.P.O. W. G. Moorcock, who
recently died of wounds. He spent a good deal of his life in the
Navy and when he left the service he became a tenant of the Rose
and Thistle, Argyle Road, Reading, from 1926 to 1935. Since the
war he rejoined the Navy. We tender our deepest sympathy to
all relatives.
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WHEN SHALL BRITAIN STRIKE?
MR. EDEN : ONE POINT HE MAY NOT REVEAL.

Mr. Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary, speaking at Manchester,
dealt with those who are asking ‘‘ when and where are we going to
strike ? "’ ;

“ That is the one point on which it is not in my power to
enlighten you,” he said, *“ but this I can tell you : From the first
hour of the German attack on Russia, the War Cabinet and the
Government as a whole have concentrated every effort in their
power upon the task of giving their utmost help to Russia. There
has been neither hesitation nor reserve.”

- Referring to criticism of the Government, Mr. Eden said, “ We
would much rather be barked at than that there should be supine
indifference. But as to the decisions which must be taken after
all the evidence is weighed, those decisions must be the responsibility
of the War Cabinet, and of the War Cabinet alone.

GOVERNMENT'S ONE PURPOSE.

“ We will dare any action where we believe the hazards to be
justified. The Government, indeed, have but one purpose, which
is yours and Stalin’s too : how best to encompass Hitler's defeat.
We will not be deterred from that task for one instant even for the
luxury of answering our critics.

“ War is a long-term business. The issue will not be settled by
any sudden, brilliant improvisation.”

Mr. Eden said that he never expected to live to hear the
suggestion that the Prime Minister was backward in action. It
was indeed the most ludicrous of all charges.

HITLER—EVIL GENIUS.

Saying that Hitler was a genius—an evil genius—Mr. Eden
added : ““ One day I believe it will be said of him; not that he
conquered France, not that he enslaved Greece, not i_:hat he
tormented Europe. It will be said of him : This man despised but
could not debase mankind.”

Each one felt the deepest admiration for the heroic Russian
resistance.

“If you are watching every phase of this struggle, so is the
Government ; if you are deeply moved, so are we. We know only
too well that the Russians are bearing now a burden that was ours
a year ago. You may be sure that the Government has done and
will do everything within its power to give help to Russia.”
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Mr. Eden said that he hoped soon to announce the conclusion
of an alliance with Persia. These developments enabled us to open
up a route of supplies to Russia, available at all seasons of the year.

UNBROKEN ALLIED FRONT.

“ From the Caucasus through Persia, Iraq, Syria, Palestine and
Egypt to the Western Desert, there is now one unbroken Allied
Front. To that front reinforcements and supplies have been
speeding continuously during the summer and before, supplies, not
only from this country but from India and other parts of the
Empire and from the United States of America.

“Our position in the Middle East has been immensely
strengthened.”

“ME AN’ MY GAL.”

A dainty damsel once I knew
Possessed of winsome features.
Alert she was, and graceful too :
The handsomest of creatures.

No need was there to strain my throat
—No need to shout and hollo ! ;

I simply gave a single note

Which she would turn and follow.

She tripped across the dewy grass

With every sign of pleasure

—That neat and trim and long-limb’d lass
—That really perfect treasure.

I only had to softly speak

And, minus any pressing,

She’d rub her nose against my cheek
In manner most caressing.

Her eyes were large and brown and dark
No face could sure be sweeter

—1I often saw her in the park

Where lovely "twas to greet her.

And what a coat she had to wear !
As white as any lily !
—She was, you see, a little mare
—In other words—a filly.
S. E. CoLLINS.
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY C.H.P.

OLD CROWS KEEP ME COMPANY.

FIVE AND A HALF TO THE OUNCE.

On October 31st I saw two house martins hawking for flies up
the Thames. They frequently disappeared behind a house on the
opposite side of the river and I wondered if they had a late brood
and were feeding them. I fear that the flies were few and far
between though perhaps the keen and quick eves of the birds could
discern more than I could see. This is an unusually late date on
which to observe these birds.

WONDERFUL AERIAL DISPLAY,

Hearing a peculiar kind of whistling I looked aloft and saw a
kestrel and a crow having a rare romp in the air, for that seems the
most fitting term to describe the capers they cut. They soared and
dived and dashed across the air in most spectacular fashion and
with marvellous grace and ease. I think the hawk was much the
swifter of the two though the old crow performed wonders,
occasionally uttering his hoarse croak as he did so. At first]
thought I was going to see a great fight between these two feathered
hurricanes but I was soon convinced they were only playing and
evidently enjoying the game immensely. Time was not called until
they had played ten minutes each way ; at any rate, this aerial
match lasted fully twenty minutes, much to my delight, and I
would willingly have paid entertainment tax.

COMPANIONABLE CROWS.

A pair of crows built their nest this year in a not very tall tree
up the Caversham promenade and reared a family of five. I kept
observation on the nest and well remember when five fat children
first left the nest remaining for days, on and off, on the branches
close to their home. And here they were fed by their parents.
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The menu appeared to be a very varied one and I found, under the
tree, the shells of eggs and fresh-water mussels ; also the feathers of
young birds and some fur which I think must have been torn from
a baby hare, for crows are carnivorous creatures.

You may see this same old pair of crows by the Thames, at the
end of Cow Lane, any day now. Their children have removed
further afield.

Quite recently I was fishing near to where the nest is built and,
as a very cold wind was blowing and the members of the finny tribe
were right off their feed, I amused myself by throwing some of my
bread bait to the gulls. As often as not they seized the food in very
clever fashion well before it reached the water. At other times
they lit on the river and picked it off the water. Once or twice they
dived right under and took the food when it was fully a foot below
the surface. I do not often see gulls dive but these undoubtedly
did, and only a few yards from where I was sitting.

CROWS KEEP ME COMPANY.

And then to my surprise one of the crows, seeing what was
happening, swooped down and very cleverly picked a piece of bread
from the water, taking great care not to even wet his feet. For the
rest of the afternoon these dear old birds kept me company. They
were very tame, for crows, and came within a dozen yards of where
I was sitting. I threw bread to them and they ate it without
displaying the slightest fear. But I think they know me by now
tfor I often see them, and greet them with a few friendly words. I
had with me that doubtful form of food—a sausage, and threw the
birds a bit. They showed no doubt about it but swallowed greedily
what they evidently thought was a tit-bit. So I threw them more
and more, and became so delighted to coax them so near to me that
before I realised what I had done I found that I had left no sausage
for myself.

But they enjoyed it more than I should have done and so [
finished my meal off plain bread. Never did it taste sweeter !
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LEAVES AND FISH.

When I was angling on this occasion the surface of the water
was carpeted with millions of leaves and they lay on the bed of the
river too, like a thick carpet, a beautiful carpet of red and orange,
green and gold ! There is rare beauty in the leaves but when the
water is full of them you rarely catch many fish. It was so on this
occasion. Do the leaves stain the water and act as a kind of dope
to the fish, I wonder ? Perhaps the fish find so much food on the
leaves that they can well do without that thrown to them by the
angler. Why fish go off their feed, as they undoubtedly do, when
the river is full of weeds has, so far as I am aware, never been fully
and satisfactorily explained.

PARTRIDGES COME TO TOWN.

A covey of partridges were recently to be seen on Moss'’s
Island, just below Caversham Bridge. It is not often that these
little brown birds are seen so near the centre of a large town.

YACK, CHUCK.

During the evening of October gth I heard overhead the
familiar notes yack, chuck, and knew that fieldfares were on the wing.
Looking aloft I observed a flock of about forty. About the size of
the missel thrush the male fieldfare is a handsome bird, its upper
plumage being tinged with blue, while part of its back and wing-
coverts are chestnut brown.

Fieldfares only come to us during the winter months.

MARVELLOUS LITTLE TRAVELLERS.

Up among the branches of a fir tree I recently heard the
small thin voice of the golden-crested wren. There were quite a
number of them. Many gold-crests remain with us all the year
round but their number is largely increased during the winter
months. It has been estimated that five and a half full-grown
gold-crests weigh but an ounce. And how these little bits of






