VOL. XVL AUGUST, 1942. Price 1d.

' Ghe &
N

It Tllss}rlheld J
O orlx)_y )/) sl

it. 8. SImoNDs, [17. READING.

A RECORD OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AT THE BREWERY.




| The Hop Leaf Gazette.

The Monthly Journal of H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.

ﬂ Edited by CHARLES H. PERRIN.
Vol. XVI. AUGUST, 1942. No. 11.
CONTENTS. ﬂ
i PAGE.
Mr. F. D. Edwards S o ... Frontispiece
Chat from the Editor’s Chair ... S804
Brewery Jottings ... Sk g
Nature Note ... GG fery
A Gregtfobhanght /5130000 LR AR S D VR LI i
Cricket WeliaTe
Words of Wisdom ... L4e801920
Branches ... N s g i1 a2

All communications should be addressed to—
The Editor, Hop LEaF GAzeTTE, The Brewery, Reading.

MR. F, D. EDWARDS.




302 THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE

MR. F. D. EDWARDS.

The prominence of events now taking place in India recalls
to us that a member of our Staff, Mr. F. D. Edwards, saw
considerable service in that country before entering the Firm’s
employ in 19o8. His portrait in this issue will be recognised by
many of the older members of the Firm with whom he has worked
in various capacities. He is one of the few remaining links with
the days when the stables housed upwards of 100 horses.

Mr. Edwards enlisted in the g/Battery, Royal Field Artillery, in
1896, and left the Service in 1908, after attaining the rank of
A/Q.M.S. The whole of the 12 years was spent in India where
he figured in the Terah and Tochi Valley Campaigns in 1897-1898,
receiving the Indian Frontier Medal and three Bars. His
recollections of the habits and life of the natives are interesting in
the light of the present disturbances, which he predicts will soon
‘“ fizzle out.” |

After securing his discharge from the Army in November,
1go8, Mr. Edwards joined the Horse Transport Department at the
Brewery. His long Army experience of horses and knowledge of
military life was of immense value during manoeuvres, when a
pair horse van was attached to each unit to carry beer and ginger
beer for the morning and evening issues. He was generally in the
vanguard of the * Brewer’s Convoy,” which often comprised about
30 pair horse vans. It was the custom of the convoy to assemble
from the various bivouac camps and travel through the night to
the next staging camp, and the work was generally considered to
be strenuous. It is now realised that Army camps and manoeuvres
35 years ago were picnics, despite contrary views which were held
at the actual time of the events.

Upon the mechanisation of the Firm’s transport, Mr. Edwards
was transferred to lorries. Subsequently he was selected for
transfer to London Branch as foreman and, after taking a course
of cellar management and beer bottling, he moved to London
in 1912.

Upon the outbreak of the Great War, Mr. Edwards rejoined
the Colours and served with the 2/5th Durham Light Infantry in
France, Salonica, Bulgaria and Southern Russia. He finished up
in Constantinople where he was one of the company who were
sumptuously entertained by the Colonel. In the course of this
period of service he was promoted to the rank of C.Q.M.S., and
was demobilised in 1919. :

Returning to the Brewery he served in the Transport Depart-
ment until 1928 when, in view of his past experience at London
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Branch, he was appointed foreman of the Bottled Beer Despatch
Department, which position he still holds. The enormous growth
of the bottled beer trade during the past decade has necessitated a
complete reorganisation of the loading department to speed up the
despatch of transport, and Mr. Edwards has worked hard to obtain
that result. His working day commences at 6 a.m., but he is still
frequently to be seen at his job when others have long since
departed.

An ardent follower of Association football, he has been a keen
supporter of the Brewery team. He has also rendered great
services at the Brewery fetes which have been held in Coley Park.

“THE MONOGRAPH.”

Long in my mind has lurked a wish

To write a monograph on fish

—To tell you what I know about

The chub, the bream, the spotted trout.
But wait a moment—nhere’s the rub—
['ve very seldom seen a chub !

So, giving up my cherished plan,

I'll choose the fittest time I can

To wander by a lake or stream

(The home of chub and trout and bream)
And learn, perhaps, a little more

About their habits, from the shore.

Within the water deep and clear

I'll watch such whoppers, there and here :
And mark a mallard come to rest ;

Or find a willow-warbler’s nest ;

And gather wild forget-me-nots

From moist and rather muddy spots.

Beneath a blossomed branch that bends
I'll learn about my finny friends

—Will see them from the surface spring
At flies—and hear a blackcap sing :
Then (cheered by Madam Chiffy-chaff)
Sit down and write my monograph.

8 R CotTING.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft -
infirmities.— 1T he Bible.

CHAT rom

THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
(By C.H.P.)

DAUGHTER FOR MAJOR QUARRY.

Mrs. Quarry, wife of Mr. R. St. J. Quarry (who has recently
been promoted to the rank of Major) recently presented her
husband with a little daughter.

SCHOOLBOY FISHERMEN.

In connection with the Summer *“ Holidays at Home "’ Scheme,
a great fishing competition, open to all school children between
the ages of 10 and 14} years, was held in local reaches of the Thames,
and these young disciples of Izaak Walton waxed very enthusiastic
as they participated in the gentle art. [ was privileged to play
a small part as an official and enjoyed the fun immensely. In the
opening week nearly 600 fish were landed. It is indeed good of
the teachers to give up so many hours of their much-needed rest
in order to instil into the minds of the youngsters a love of the
great art of angling, which will mean more and more to the boys
as the years go by. But it is only typical of the great national
service our teachers are rendering in work—and play.

FoLLowING IN FATHER'S FooTsTEPs.

Our Mr. H. C. Davis, Chief of the Catering Department, has
received a most interesting letter from his son, Mr. H. J. Davis,
who has been in distant waters in the Navy for nearly two years.
He is now a Leading Writer and when he returns he will have some
rare stories to relate concerning Greece, Crete, Syria, Mediterranean
convoys, etc. He tells us in his last letter that in playing for
the Navy against an Army XI he scored 111 not out. This, in
spite of the fact that-he had only played six times since he left
England. Well played, Sir! He volunteered at the age of 17
and is thus following in his father’s footsteps, the latter having
volunteered for the last war at the age of 15 and was in the Royal
Fusiliers, etc., seeing service at Gallipoli, the Somme offensive and
other theatres of the Great War.
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TeENNIS To Stor UNLESS . . .

With no more tennis balls being manufactured in this country,
tennis players may disappear from the courts for the duration
unless they can make their tennis balls last.

Here are some suggestions for prolonging the life of tennis
balls, at the same time giving them better playing qualities :—

Remove loose dirt by shaking several balls together in a
net ; before a fire if damp.

Dip each ball several times in soapy water, taking care not
to saturate the cover.

Brush with stiff nail brush.

Rinse in clean warm water, brushing off all soap or other
foreign matter.

Dry in front of a fire, the effect of which is to shrink the
cloth covering, giving the ball additional tautness and resilience.

THE DEAR LITTLE BABY !
As the old woman wearily pushed a perambulator up the hill
the vicar overtook her and volunteered to relieve her of her burden.

Puffing and blowing, he reached the top of the hill. Then he
turned to her.

“Now may I have a look at the dear little baby ? "

“ Baby, Sir | 7’ the woman replied. ‘ Bless your heart, that’s
two dozen of stout.”

LEss CARELEss TALK.

An Aberdonian met a friend and invited him to have a drink.
“ What'll you have? ' he asked when they reached the bar.
“ A glass of whisky and a pint of beer,” was the reply.

“ Here,” said the startled Aberdonian, “ less of that careless
talk ! ” :

HT SHE AS AKING INVENTORY.
THOUGHT S Was T I

~ The lady had been in every department in the large store
without buying a thing. At last one weary assistant could stand "
it no longer.

“ Excuse me, Madam,” he said, “ but are you shopping here ?

“ Of course I am,” she snapped. “ What do you think I'm
do]’_llg? »y
“ Well, Madam, I thought you were taking an inventory.”

-
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THIRTEEN CONSECUTIVE SNOOKERS.

There was a remarkable frame in the semi-final of the Norwich
Red Cross championship, in which the contestants were Leman
(Gothics) and Martin (Clarkes). The match, which was of five
frames, was won by Leman. In the second frame Leman was
leading 44—1, and with only the brown, blue, pink and black left
on the table, Martin’s chance looked hopeless. Martin, however,
laid his opponent 13 consecutive snookers, none of which Leman
was able to overcome, and Martin won the frame by 65-—49.

Famous Stup Is SoLbp.

Seven mares and two three-year-old fillies, the English stud
of American millionaire Mr. Marshall Field, fetched an aggregate
of 17,890 guineas at Newmarket Sales recently.

Top price was 5,000 guineas, paid by Irish breeder, Mr. Alan
Baker, for six-year-old mare Infra Red (by Etnarch), believed to
be in foal to Nearco. Eclair, r2-year-old mare by Etnarch, was
bought on behalf of the Aga Khan for 3,500 guineas.

Three thousand five hundred guineas was paid by Cecil Ray,
Malton trainer, for a three-year-old filly by Fairway-Eclair.

THE BROTHERS.

We are five brothers all on the same tree borne,

Two of us are bearded ; by two no beards are worn.
The other one, lest he should cause his brothers pain,
Has one side bearded and the other plain.

(These five brothers are the calyx of the rose.)

A PLEASANT SURPRISE.

Major Long, son of mine host, Grenadier, after travelling several
thousand miles by boat and plane arrived in West Africa, and
visiting the Mess on arrival was greeted with a bottle of the famous
“S.B.” from Reading.

Take time to look-—it is the price of success ;

Take time to think—it is the source of power ;

Take time to play—the secret of perennial youth ;
Take time to read—the source of wisdom ;

Take time to be friendly—it is the way to happiness ;
Take time to laugh—it is the music of the soul.
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.

(BY W. DUNSTER).

Our news this month is mainly of those on service who have
called in to see us or of those who have written to the Brewery
giving some details of what they are doing.

L/Cpl. C. Wade, with a famous cavalry regiment now
mechanised, writes to Mr. F. C. Hawkes from the Middle East
saying that he left England nearly a year ago and since December
last his comrades and himself have been dashing up and down
the Libyan Desert. They plod along and hope for the best. He
hopes that things are not too difficult for us at the Brewery and
mentions reading a report of Mr. F. A. Simonds’ speech at the
end of last year, when he said that supplies of wines and spirits
were at starvation level. Still, he says, ““Beer is Best,” and no
doubt it will see us through. He wished to be remembered to all
of his friends at H. & G.’s and trusts that the Firm will continue
to prosper.

In a letter to Mr. P. Luker from L.A.C. S. G. Tayler from the
Middle East he says he is receiving THE Hop LEAF GAZETTES
from home regularly and even if they are old when he receives
them he reads all the Brewery news with much interest. He has
been corresponding with Slade (of the Order Office) and sending
on his copies of THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE to him as it appeared

‘that Slade was not getting his. He mentions that early in June

he received a letter from Slade in which he mentions that he was
all right, that it was very hot, and he had been bathing. (Since
then news has been received that J. P. Slade is reported missing
and it is thought he may have been in Tobruk at the time it was
captured by the enemy.)

L/Bdr. V. S. Martin (who used to be in the Accounts Dept.)
is reported missing from the Middle East. News has been received
from S. Treacher (Middle East) that he is safe and well and is now
at the base.

K. Solly (Cask Office) is now in the Middle East after being
some time in South Africa. He is in the Signals branch.

Congratulations to H. N. Lipscombe, also in the Middle East,
who has been promoted to C.Q.M.S.

A visitor from a much different part of the world was L. J.
Martin (Order Office) who was home from Iceland, where he had
been for some while. He took the opportunity whilst home to
be married, so the opportunity is taken to wish him every happiness,
good health and a safe return.
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Another one who called was L. A. Atkinson,” who used to
work in the Delivery Office some years ago, and he was also home
from Iceland.

A. Howman, home from the Isle of Wight, found life pretty
good and looked a picture of health. F. Pusey (R.A.F.) was
reporting for duty after a longish spell off owing to his severe
accident. Although he had made a good recovery he still felt
some effects of his injury, but was hoping on his return to work
this would wear off.

Other callers were J. Strudley (Order Office), home on leave
from Northern Ireland ; W. H. Philpott, of the Royal Navy, who
had been on convoy duty; G. H. Beddow (R.A.F.), who was
training to be an Observer ; and D. E. Beesley (R.A.F.). J. Clay
(Branch Dept.) looked ever so well and informed us he was on
the move shortly to another part of the country.

We have also seen J. Bradford (Signals) for a short while,
and L. Blake (R.A.F.), who was home from Iceland, the lat_ter
having been employed in the Laboratory and Bottled Beer Loading
Stage.

Quite a number will recall F. S. Lacy (now a Flight Sergeant
in the R.A.F.), who commenced his career some years ago with
H. & G. S. and was in the Branch Department. He informed the
writer he was at the same station as Mr. L. M. P. Ashby, son of our
Director, Major G. S. M. Ashby. He called in to obtain some of
our products as he was just about to be married.

The following members of the staff, viz., J. Hillier, R. J.
Lambourne, E. P. Priddy and A. D. Prattley, have all recently
left for H.M. Forces, and we wish them every success in their
new life.

Three members of one office missing is the tragic record of
the Accounts Office. Messrs. Drury and Smith commenced their
business life with the Firm somewhere about the same time and,
after a spell of duty together in the Correspondence Office, were
transferred to the Accounts Office on the formation of that
department. They were both members of the Reading Rowing
Club together and shared in several triumphs in the same boat.
They both joined the same unit, went to France together and came
back from Dunkirk about the same time. On their return to
England they were split up and Drury went to Malaya and Smith
to the Middle East: now they both are missing. The other
member of the same staff, viz., V. S. Martin, also went to the
Middle East and is missing.
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News has been received by Mr. Dick West that his son,
previously reported missing in the Middle East, is now a prisoner
in the hands of the Italians.

Mr. L. W. Buckingham, of the Branch Department, has been
promoted to the rank of Sergeant in the Royal Air Force, and has
been transferred to a Station nearer home.

The following changes and transfers have taken place recently
and we wish success to all :—

The Swan, Inkpen (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr. H. R. Elgar.

The Duke of York, Aldershot (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—
Mz.'S: €. Nodder.

The Bridge House, Theale (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr. G. E.
Dickinson.

The Adam and Eve, Newbury (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—
Mr. E. Pill

We regret to record the death of H. J. Rowland, tenant of
the Star, Pangbourne. He had been at this house since November,
192g. This house has been in the same family for over fifty years,
in the following sequence : H. Lever took over in 18go; Mrs. K.
Lever (widow) in 1gog ; she remarried in 1920, the licence then
being in the name of Mrs. K. Castle ; her son-in-law, H. J. Rowland,
took over in 1929 ; and Mrs. Rowland (widow) takes over from
15th August, 1942.

~ Mr. J. N. Batten, of the Five Alls, Marlborough, tenant since
September, 1922, died on the 6th August, 1942, and will be sadly
missed for he was well known throughout Marlborough and district.

Mrs, Foster, of the Royal Oak, Whitchurch, died on the 6th
August, and was wife of our tenant there. We take this opportunity
to express our sincere regrets to Mr. Foster and relatives.

Mrs. E. M. Timberlake, tenant of the Crown, Loudwater, who
lost her husband last year, is now informed that her son was killed
in action in the Middle East. We are sorry to learn this and
extend a full measure of our sympathy to Mrs. Timberlake in her
further sad loss.

Mrs. Bailey died on the 3rd August, 1942, and was the wife
of our tenant, Mr. George Bailey, of the off-licence at 188, High
Street, Slough. We send our sincere sympathy to him in his

bereavement.
t
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SPORTS GROUND.
VISITS BY MR. F. A. SIMONDS AND MR. L. A, SIMONDS.

Members of the Sports Club certainly had two Red Letter
days recently ; firstly when, on Saturday, July 25th, Mr. F. A.
Simonds, Chairman and Managing Director of the Firm, paid a
visit to the Sports Ground, the ladies’ cricket team were playing
home to the Post Office ladies” cricket team. We were all very
pleased indeed with the visitation, and during his stay Mr. F. A.
Simonds expressed his pleasure at seeing so many members of the
Firm’s employees taking advantage of the health-giving oppor-
tunities afforded by the Sports Ground.

Mr. Simonds was quite satisfied with the condition of the
grounds and approved of suggestions for improvements,

We hope that a further opportunity will present itself when
we shall be honoured with another wvisit.

Secondly, on August Bank Holiday a sports meeting was held,
the entries being confined to employees. During the afternoon
Mr. L. A. Simonds paid a visit and made an inspection of the
grounds. Mr. Simonds was particularly impressed by the new
Putting Green, and considered it a valuable addition to the
attractions. Included in the programme of events arranged for the
day was an Ankle Competition, and Mr. L. A. Simonds kindly
acted as judge. The arrangements concluded with a dance on the
lawn when many couples took part. In spite of a little rain it
was unanimous that a very pleasant day had been spent.

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes kindly assisted in the refreshment
marquee, and the lighter refreshments were in the hands of Miss
A. M. Prosser, Miss W. Young, Mrs. Weller, Mrs. Hannis and Mrs.
Dance.

Other helpers were Messrs. C. Weller, W. Sparks, H. Hawkins,
A. Wright, J. Benford, J. Hillier, A. Lake and L. Farrance. The
arrangements were in the capable hands of Mr. W. Bradford,
General Hon. Secretary, Social and Sports Clubs, and he was
complimented on the attractiveness of the bill of fare provided.

THE SPORTS PRIZEWINNERS,

MEenN.
220 Yards Handicap.
1—L. Kury 2—H. Sextu‘n 3—E. Priddy
100 Yards Scratch.
1—L. Kury 2—H. Sexton 3—K. Cottam

Half Mile Walking.

1—G. Andrews 2—E. Priddy 3—R. Harbor
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MEN—continued.

440 Yards Handicap.

1—H. Sexton
Obstacle Race.

1—L., Kury
Barrel Rolling.

1—T. Patrick
Veterans,

1—F. Benham
Bun Race.

1—D. Coleman
Relay Race.

1—H. Sexton's Team

LADIES.

80 Yards Race.
1—E. Bullen

Slow Bicyele Race.
1—P. Hammond

Egg and Spoon Race.
1I—R. Ayers

Thread Needle Race.
1—E. Ballen

Leap Frog.
1—M. Whichelow

and P. Hammond

Ankle Competition.

1—DMiss Hobbs

MixED RACES.

Three-legged Race.
1—K. Cottam and
Miss Shurmer

TENNIS.

2—K. Cottam
2—]J. James
2—E. Greenaway
2—>5. Harbor

2—H. Hawkins

3—J. James
3— — Maslen
3—]. Read
3—A. Wicks

3—A. Randall

2—A, Randall's Team

2—P. Hammond
2—0. Paterson
2—M. Tombs
2—P. Hammond

2—0. Paterson
and E. Bullen

z—NMiss Thomas

2—E. Priddy and
Miss Thatcher

Mrs. Greenaway and Mr. R. Lambourne

PurTinG GREEN.
1—W. Neville

Bovys.
8o Yards.
1—R. Weston
100 Yards.
1—DM. Bricknell
Sack Race.
1—M. Bricknell

Obstacle Race.
1—G. Ayers
Relay Race.

2—R. Broad

2—D. Venner
2—P. Dibbly

2—DM. Edwards

2—D. Gooch

K. Venner, Lambert, Terry, Bricknell

GIRLS.
80 Yards.
1—M. Bradford

Egg and Spoon Race.
1—M. Owen

2—M. Owen

2—H. Tate

3—M. Whichelow
3—E. Townsend
3—M. Down
3—0. Paterson

3—R. Avers
and O. Shurmer

3—Miss Shurmer

3—]J. James and
Miss Whichelow

3—E. Greenaway and
H. Osborne

3—M. Dibbly

3— — Mortimer and
D. Venner

3—M. Dibbly

3—]J. Randall

3—M. Bradford
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MR. AND MRS. KINGSTON'S GOLDEN WEDDING.

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Charles Kingston celebrated their golden
wedding on August 1st, 1942. Mrs. Kingston was the daughter
of the late Mr. H. G. Lewis, Builder, Castle Street, Reading. They
were married at the Baptist Church, Wokingham, on 1st August,
1892.

It will be recalled by many that Mr. A. C. Kingston completed
fifty years’ service with the Firm in February, 1941. He started
with us in the Cask Office in 1881 and temporarily retired in 1929
owing to ill-health when he was occupying the position of Chief
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Cashier, a position he occupied for thirty years. He returned to
business upon the outbreak of war and at the age of 73 realised
his ambition to complete his fifty years of service early in 1941
when he was presented by the Directors with a solid silver tea
service.

Although he found it considerably different at first, he soon
picked up the threads again and he has been a welcome addition
to our greatly depleted staff.

The opportunity is taken to congratulate both Mr. and Mrs.
Kingston upon attaining the great distinction of having reached
the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding day and to wish them
both long life, good health and every happiness.
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NATURE NOTE.
By CH-P:).
COMMA COMES TO FULL STOP.
AN INTELLIGENT LITTLE SPARROW.

After a long walk in the morning I was sitting in my garden
in the afternoon checking up the things I had seen by means of
books on natural history, when an extraordinary coincidence
occurred. I opened my book on butterflies, quite casually, at a
page whereon was a coloured plate of the comma butterfly. No
sooner had I done so than a comma came to a full stop on the
very plate where he was represented pictorially. Whether it was
a sheer accident or whether the comma mistook the picture for
the real thing I do not know. And that butterfly remained on
the book for some minutes, closing his wings occasionally so that
I had a full view of the commas on the outsides of his wings. It
is this comma that gives the butterfly its name.

The pretty insect remained in the garden for some time,
visiting various flowers and giving me close-up views of his beauty.

VERY MIXED BATHING.

In my good neighbour’s garden is a bird bowl with water
and here the birds come to bathe and drink. Here you can see
mixed bathing in an eminent degree for blackbirds, thrushes,
robins, starlings, sparrows, chaffinches, greenfinches and other
birds come to cleanse and refresh themselves. Well, there is
nothing very extraordinary in that, but there is something
unusually intelligent in the habit of a little sparrow. The good
lady of the house told me she saw a sparrow come to the bowl
with a very dry piece of bread, deliberately place it in the water
and when it had become soft the sparrow flew to a fence and made
a meal of the softened food. I thought that perhaps the sparrow
had accidentally dropped the bread into the water and, just by
chance, taken it away when it was soaked. I kept a close watch
on the bowl, however, and sure enough I was rewarded by seeing
this intelligent little bird repeat the process again and again.
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THE MIGRATION OF SWIFTS AND SWALLOWS.

Among the first of the feathered tribe to forsake our shores
is the swift. In the first weeks of August, they may be seen
darting about through the air, on their untiring wings. The
young ones are now full grown, and the abundance of insects,
as well as the mildness of the early weeks of harvest, with the
clear skies and warm air, seem all to offer every inducement to
their stay. Yet, guided by unerring instinct, they disappear,
winging their way to the south, and give us one of the earliest
warnings that the winter is at hand. Towards the middle of
September, when the nights are visibly lengthening and growing
proportionately chill, the swallows may be observed gathering in
considerable numbers on the ridge of the church or on the willows,
from whence they rise together and fly about, going through
many singular aerial evolutions, and seemingly sporting together
in the air. This is repeated from day to day, as if to practise
and strengthen their pinions, and prepare the birds of the first
year for their long southern flight.

At length the time for their departure arrives, Their numbers
have been continually augmenting, and by some singular means
they seem to communicate with each other, so as to effect all
their movements in concert. _

‘When at last they take their departure, they rise all together
in one dense column, and, without any of their former gambols
or evolutions, fly off in a direct course towards the south.

After this it is rare to see a swallow until the succeeding spring.

LOST AND FOUND !

Our Mr. Andrews, of the Bottling Stores, recently got smashed
up with a pike. Four weeks later he caught the fish, weighing
4 1b., with the lost tackle in its mouth.

Who was the angler who fished on an on, hoping to catch the
last bus, g.30 p.m., which he found to his cost had been suspended,
and had to walk home, a distance of nine miles ?






