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MR. E. J, BROWN.

Mr. E, _]. Brown's photographwhich appearsin this issue will
be receivedwith much interestat StainesBranch, where he is the
general foreman, a position he has very successfullyfilled since
November, 1935.

He was engaged by Messrs. Ashby’s Staines Brewery in

September,1929, as a checker, subsequentlybeing transferredto
the Loading Stagc and from thence to the Cold Room of the
Brewery. In 1933, when the new stillage room was built, Mr.

Brown was placed in chargeof the bottling oi maturedbeers,and
eventually the entire Bottling Departmentwas placed in his care.
With an aptitude for the work, he devotedhimself wholeheartedly
to turning out bottled beers in perfect condition, and his labours
and enthusiasmhave been greatly rewardedby the resultswhich
he hasachieved.

The difficulties in maintaining output and distribution with a

depletedstaff at the presenttime, are faced by Mr. Brown in the
best possible spirit, His cheery smile, patience and endurance
have set a wonderful exampleto his colleaguesand staff, and his

day only finisheswhen the work is done.

Mr. Brown is a memberoi the Ist Battalion MiddlesexRegiment
(Home Guard), He holds a St. ]ohn's First Aid Certificate, and
his training in this respect is a great assetat the present time.
His leisure time, which is rare, is mainly spent in “digging for

victory," and an occasionalgame of billiards or snooker,of which
he is no mean exponent.

“Wi” “HF”
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Take a little wine for thy stomachssakeandthine of!
in/irmilies.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(By c. H P.)

Biiizwisiw EMPLOYEES HELP Hosvrrar..
The Secretaryand House Governor,Royal BerkshireHospital,

writes as follows to Mr. F. C. Hawkes:-
Dear Sir,
The Treasurerhasaskedme to acknowledgewith very many

thanks the 'receipt of your cheque for £69 18s, 4d., being the
result of an appealto the employeesof your Firm to support our
Debt ReductionAppeal.

Will you please convey to all concernedan expressionof
my sincere gratitude on behalf of the Board oi Management
for thk generoushclp which is warmly appreciated,

I have pleasurein sending an oilicial receipt.
Yours very truly.

H. E, RYAN,
seefetoryandHouse Grammy.

SPORTS GROUND IMPROVEMENTS.

In my recent strolls round our Sports Ground I have been
astonishedat the marked improvement in the various playing
areas. But for the moment let me be retrospective. It was in
March, 1941, that seriousstepswere taken to bring about a much
needed improvement. Constant complaints were being received
from the various Sectionsregarding the playing surfacesof their
respectiveareas and it was decidedthat steps must bc taken to
dealwith the matter. Reg.Caryer,the well-known local sportsman,
was engaged as part-time groundsmanand hc, in collaboration
with onr worthy Secretary, Mr. W. Bradford, sct to work on a
programmeof surface improvement. Tennis courts were hand-
wcededand fcrtiliscd, cricket table marled, football, hockey and
netball pitches dressedand generally attendedto the subsequent
result being (to quote thc word of an independent critic)
"marvellous" Mr. Bradford also turned his attention in the
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direction of golf architectureand designeda very excellentputting
green for Caryer to lay out. Not content with these general
improvements,he hadlong beenanxioustoblot out the unsightliness
of thegravel pits on thenorthside of the field, and afterconsultation
with an expert, a row of standardflowering trees were planted in
front of theLombardypoplars; whilst, to carry thegeneralimprove-
ment of the ground still further, hundredsof shrubswere arranged
in the "rough " between the putting course. These, whilst not
yet having reachedmaturity, will no doubt in time help to make
our Sports Ground one of the most attractive in the district.

T1;cr~rNrcAr. KNOWLEDGE NEcEssAiw.

It is not generally known that, apart from preparingcricket,
football pitches,etc., to the satisfactionof the players,anup-to-date
groundsmanmust have a certain amount of technical knowledge
regardingturf. For instance,no fewer than 3,600 speciesof grass
are known, of which rathcr more than loo are nativesof the British
Isles. Very few of these particular grassesare adapted to the
productionof sportsgroundturf, but it is essentialthat a grounds-
man shouldknow which of the few are really necessaryand, in fact,
able to distinguish them individually when growing as a compact
turf. The groundsman'sjob, however, is generally consideredto
be a somewhatprosaicaffair, but occasionallyunrehearsedinstances
oftenafford flashesof humour,suchas the following incident which
actually took placeon an important county cricket ground in the
West of England during an inspection of the turf hy the ground
committee who interrogatedthe groundsmanas to what grasses
constitutedthc turf on the cricket square.

The groundsman,most anxious to impress the committee
with his knowledge, assured them that five grassesonly were
included, and went on to quote their Latin names,viz. 1-Agrostis
vulgaris, Festucaduriuscula, Festuca. ovina, Festucarubra and
Poa pratensis. The committeewere naturally somewhatstartled
by this flow of technical knowledge, but one of them, decidedly
a Wag, commented," But, George,surely you have forgotten two
of the most important." Whereupon the groundsmanexpressed
surprise,loftily enquiring which they were. “Ora pro nobis and
Quo vadis " was the reply, resulting in the complete collapse of
the groundsmanI

In conclusion, let us hope none of our lady members will
make the following mistake:-

Youthful goykr, on reachinggreenwith his fair opponent who
had neverplayedgolf before 1 " Why, it's a dead stymie "

She: "I thought there was a nasty smell ! "
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Lrsr or STANDARD Frowisnrnc Tinzss.

In front of the line of Lombardy poplars planted on the
boundary to hide the gravel pits is a row of standard flowering
trees comprising the following 1-Prunus Pissardii, P. Watereri,
P. Blieriana; Cerasus Hisakura, C, Sargentii, C. Sieboldii, C.
Subhirtella; Amygdalus Communis Amara; Persica-Russell’s
Red (2), Clara Meyer ; PyrusMalus-Cheal'sScarlet,john Dovsmie,
Eleyi, Purpurea,Floribunda (2), Dartmouth (2), Alclenhamensis;
CrataegusCarrierei, C. Crus Galli, C. PlenaRosea,C. Coccinea(2) ;

Labumum Vossii.
The following shrubs were planted in the long grass areas

betweenthe putting greens:-33 AzaleaMollis seedlings,5 Berberis
Atropurpureum, 5 B, Wilsonae, 4 B, Darvvinii, 4 B. Stenophylla,
18 Berberisin six varieties, ro CaryopterisMastacanthus,3 Weigela
Othello, 3 Deutzia Candidissima, 5 Olearia Haastii, 3 Hibiscus
mixed, ro Cistus in variety, 6 CotoneasterMicrophylla, 5 Escallonia
Langleyensis,5 Hpyericum Patulum Henryi, 3 Lonieera Nitida,
5 Pernettya Mucronata, 3 Pcrowskia Atriplicifolia, 3 Potentilla
Fruticosa,3 RhusCotinus, 5 Rosemary,5 SenecioGreyii, 5 Spiraea
Anthony Waterer, 3 Skirnmia Japonica,3 PhiladelphusLemoinei,
5 Veronica Autumn Glory.

Regardingtheseimportant improvements,Messrs.Sutton and
Sons, the famous seedsmen,have provided the necessarytrees,
etc., and greatly helped in the work by expert advice.

Hrci-mir GRAVITY !

A blow to Goering’s vanity is the news, from N,A,A.F.I.
headquarters,of a Heinkel rrr being used by the Middle East
R.A.F. as a “ flying brewcr`sdray " \/Vhile N.A.A.F.I. hasbeen
doing its best to supply beer to Middle Eastforces, the R,A.F. has
beensolving the problemof its transport. A Heinkel III transport
plane, captured intact, has flown thousandsof pints of beer to
“ settlethedust "in North Africa, Official comment 1 “ N.A,A.F.I.
has a tougher job getting the beer than the R.A.F. has getting the
Heinkels."

lncidentally, in the Middle Eastrecently,N.A.A.F.I. converted
a capturedItalian ambulanceinto a mobilecanteen,openedanother
canteenin the fuselageof a damagedaircraft, and used aeroplane
packing casesto build a N.A_A.F.l. shop.

Ti-rr: STALAG Aims,

Every one of the 27 prisoners' rooms in the Stalag 21D
prisoners-of-warcampin Polandis namedafter anEnglish " pub,"
says Pte. B. Ryder, of Norwich, in a letter to his father.
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Tr-ri: “OLD Sci-l0or_ Tru."

About few subjects has more nonsensebeen written and
spoken than concerningthe " old school tie," and I was glad to
see our worthy Bishop of Reading so admirably explaining the
true meaningof the “ old school tie " at the Abbey School prize
distribution. The Right Reverendgentleman‘sviews are set forth
as follows in the Berkshire Chronicle :-

“ I see that the Bishop of Readinghasbeenexpressingforceful
views with regardto what he describesas the pernicioustalk about
the ‘ old school tic.' It is constantlybeing trotted out like ‘ vested
interests'-which few could explain~as if it were a term oi
reproach. \fVhy the old school tie and not the old school cap,
such as most schools possess,always passescomprehension. The
Bishop, speakingat the Abbey School prizegiying, said 1 ‘ I want
au thoseat Abbey School to find a rightful place in their outlook
on life for what is called the old school tie.' I want them to learn
that senseof comradeshipand commonendeavour;of loyalty to
somethinggreater than themselves;that idea of working and of
playing for the schoolasawholewhich the term is meant to imply
and afterwardsto carry it out into their citizenship of this great
town of Reading/ The Bishop spoke of the wider application of
the principle, adding : ‘ That is my conceptionof the meaning of
and what the old school tie standsfor. Don't you dare to despise
itf "

FUN AND GAMEs ron NORTH Arnica Tkoors.

Freesportsgoods and amenitiesto the value of £25,000 have
already been provided by N.A.A.F.I. for British troops of the
Expeditionary Forces in North Africa, it was announcedfrom
N.A.A.F.I. headquarters. Items in this free issue include novels,
playing cards, writing paper and envelopes,dart boards,footballs,
boxing gloves, deck tennis balls, gramophonesand records,netball
sets, chessmen,draughtsand dominoes. In addition, the officer
in charge of N.A.A.F.I. operationsin North Africa has recently
beengivenwide authority to incur expenditurein providing further
amenities locally for the troops.

A messagefrom N.A.A.F.I. headquartersin Cairo statesthat,
although N.A.A.F.I.'s main task in the Middle East is to ensure
that Tommy hasample canteensand storesprovided, the lot of the
officers serving in the areashas not been overlooked. In Egypt,
Palestine,Syria and elsewhere,well appointedclubs are springing
\1p`i‘0r British and Imperial officers. Run by the R.A.S.C./E.F,I,
(N.A`.A.F.I. overseas),theseclubsand hostelsoffer cateringcomfort
at prices within reach of junior officers.
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THE Vmisarlui Horst MANAGER,

Below I quotea very entertainingepitomeoi what an American
hotel managerhas to be, as set out by Mr. Sinclair Lewis in his
very amusingbook, " Work of Art ” :-

" An hotel managerhas to be a combinationof a housefrau,
a chef, a bar room bouncer,a doctor lor emergencies,a wet nurse,
a lawyer that knows more about the rights and wrongs of guests,
and how far he dastgo in holding the baggageof skippers (i.e.
bilkers) than Old Man SupremeCourt himself-an upholsterer,a
walking directory that knows right off without looking it up, just
where the Hardshell Baptist Chapel is, what time the marriage
licence bureau opens, what time the local train starts for Hick
junction; a certified public accountant,a professorof languages,
a quick action laundryman, a plumber, a heating engineer, a
carpenter,a swell speech-maker,an authority on the importance
of every tin llorn stateSenator,or one might standlecturer that
blows in and expectsto find the red carpetalreadyhauled out for
him

I a fly cop that can tell from looking at the girl's ear whether
she'ssureenoughmarried to the guy or not, a moneylender-only
he doesn't get any interestor have any security; he must dress
better than a 23rd Street actor even if hé’s only got a thin dime
in his pocket ; lie’s got to be able to tell just from hearinga cow's
moo whether she’ll make good steaks or not, he’s got to know
more about wine and cigars (American Catering) than the fellows
that make them, and they can fool around with experiments,but
he's got to sell them.

“ And all the time he's got to be a diplomat that would make
a low comedianon the spreelook like a High Church Bishop,

“Finally he’s got to set a table like a Vanderbilt and yet
watch the pennieslike o Jew Pedlar. "

These are a few of thc accomplishmentsneeded,not only by
the American manager,but by suchEnglish hotelmanagersas our
Mr, H. C. Davis-andyet he alwayswearsa smile I

OuR Srorrnlis Aoam!
Once again our Spottershave distinguishedthemselvesin the

recent tests held by No. 53 Club of the National Association of
SpottersClubs, R, Ballard and J. Langley enteredfor the Senior
Section and satisfied the examinersin this very exacting examina~
tion, both obtaining lst ClassCertificates.

In the 3rd Class Test, Misses J. Richards and _]. Startup
passedwith distinction, and Miss M, Thomaswith credit.

Congratulationsto them all on their success,which is most
meritoriousas all aremembersof Home Guard,A.T,C, or First Aid
Units in addition to their C.D, dutiesas Spotters.
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NAAi=r’s HEARPBALM SERVICE.

Uncle Sam’s soldiers in Britain are discovering something
which Tommy Atkins always knew-that if you are homesick or
lovelorn, Miss Naffy is a patient listener, adviser and comforter.
One “doughboy" is so impressed by the heart-balm service
provided by the canteen girl that he has sent NAAFI these
rhymes: “Early in the morning and sometimeslate at night,
some soldier has a sob-taleand she tries to put him right. Perhaps
no news from mother,or thc little mail hc's had; that girl will do
her darnedestto prevent his being sad. She will listen to his
heartachesand sharethem every one ; that girl is sure a heroine,
although she is unsung."

CHURCH AND Punuc-HOUSEIN ONE. ,

The following is an extract from an interestingbook entitled
"Yorkshire Coast and Moorland Scenes," by Gordon Home,
published in 1904, and which has recently come to light after
being tucked away for many years :-

" Although Lastingham is not on the road to Helmsley, the
few additional miles will scarcelybe countedwhen we are on our
way to a church which, besidesbeing architecturallyone of the
most interestingin the county, is perhapsunique in having at one
time answeredthe double purposeof a church and public-housein
one, Although this will scarcely be believed, we have a most
detailedaccountof the matter in a little book publishedin rBo6.

“ The clergyman,whose name was Carter, had to subsiston
the slender salary of £2o a year and a few surplice fees. This
would not have allowed any margin for luxuries in the case of a
bachelor; but this poor man was married, and he had thirteen
children. He was a keen fisherman,and his angling in the moor-
land streamsproduced a plentiful supply of fish-in fact, more
than his family could consume. But this, even though he often
exchangedpart of his catcheswith neighbours,was not sufficient
to keep the wolf from the door, and drastic measureshad to be
taken. The parish was large, and, as many of the people were
obliged to come 'from ten to fifteen miles’ to church, it seemed
possiblethat some profit might be made by servingrefreshments
in the crypt beneaththe church, Mrs. Carter superintendedthis
department,and it seems that the meals between the services
soon became popular. But the story of ‘a public-house in a
church ' was soon conveyedto the Archdeaconof the diocese,who
came down to Lastinghamwithout delay to find out the truth of
the matter. Mr. Carterexplained the circumstances,and showed
that, far from being a sourceof disorder, the refreshmentswere an
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influencefor good, " I take down my violin,' he continued, ' and
play them a few tunes,which gives me an opportunity oi seeing
that they get no more liquor than necessaryfor refreshment; and
if the young people propose a dance, I seldom answer in the
negative; nevertheless,when I announcetime for retum, they
are ever ready to obey my commands’ The Archdeaconseems
to have been a broad-mindedman, for hc did not repiimand
Mr. Carter at all; and as thereseemsto havebeenno mentionof
an increasedstipend. the parsompublicanmust have continued
this strange anomaly.

" It seemsa little unfortunate that the most venerableof the
churchesof Yorkshire shouldhavebeen singledout for proceedings
of this nature, for this crypt where the parson fiddlecl and the
people dancedis an entirely untouchedsurvival of Saxon times,
having escaped destruction when the Danes seem to have
demolishedthe churchabove."

Gooo Woiuc ev A.R.P. Woiutens AND Srorrens.
There was considerableexcitementwhen A.R.P. Serviceswere

brought into action a short while ago in the Home Counties. At
the time there was low cloud and visibility was very bad, but
even so, the Spotterswere very alert and gave the maximum
amountof warningpossibleunder the circumstances. The Board of
Directors of a famous Brewery have sent Spottersj. Langley and
R. Kury a letter conveying their congratulationson their spotting
efficiency and prompt action. The First Aid Party of the same
firm were able to give valuable assistanoe,both at their post and
in the town. The firm was extremely fortunate to have escaped
so miraculously with only superficial damage, which did not
interferewith production, at a time when bombs, armour-piercing
bullets and cannonshells were the order of the day.

CONTENTMENT.
" THERE never was such a disappointing life as

mine," said the empty bucket as it approached
the well, “ I never come away from the well full, but.
what I returnempty."

" There neverwas such a joyous life as mine,"
said the full bucket as it leit the well. " I nevercome
to the well empty, but what I go awayfull,"



66 THE HOP LEAF GAZETTE.

FOR WORTHY CAUSES.

The collectionsmade in the different Departmentsfor various
causesof late, haveproved quitesatisfactory,andseveralcharitable
Institutionshavebenefitedaccordingly, Fromthe commencement
of the scheme,chequesfor theundermentionedamountshavebeen
sent off and very appreciativereplies have been received.

ff s. d,
Duke of Gluueester’sRed CrossFund zoz rr 3

St. Dunstan'sHome for the Blind ._ 52 I8 6
British Sailors’ Society   58 2 3

ReadingPrisonerof War Fund . 6o o 8

£374 I 5

The last named amountwas collected as follows*-

gf s. d.
Beer Cellars _ 5 12 11;
Bottling Stores  2 5 2{
Brewery  _ 6 o 6%

Building  3 7 22
catering ._ rs 3
Club  6 7 51
Cooperage , I 12 6
Delivery Office  4 o oi \

Engineers  , 5 8 Ir
Maltings     4 2 32
Offices (GroundFloor)   6 rg 2

Offices (First andSecondFloors) 4 12 II
_ Stables     13 Io

Surveyors    3 7 6%

Wheelwrights 2 o 9

Wine Stores ._ 3 o of

£60 9 8

The current collections are being made on behalf of Mrs,
Churchill's Red Cross" Aid to Russia" Fund,and wc feel confident
that this will meet with a very generoussupport. It is hoped to
raise between£50-£60for thisworthy object.
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BREWERY IOTTINGS.

(sv w. DUNSTER),

Christmas greetings by air mail from the Middle East were
received by the writer from Engineer/MechanicS, Brunsdon and
he wished to be rememberedto all friends at The Brewery; also
a similar communication duly arrived at the Social Club from
Sergt, H. S, Tigar (Tank Regt.) with all good wishes to everyone
there and on the Firm,

L/A.C. J. Knight (BrewingDepartment),writing to Mr. S. Bird,
gives somedetails of Ceylon. What he had already seenwas most
interesting. He had also been up to the Rest Camp, which is
situatedin the hills 4,5oo feet up, right in the heart of the tea
estatesand from where you can see miles and miles of tea plants
which (he says)look very muchlike privet hedges,being evergreen.
Nevertheless,it wasnot easyto get a really goodcup of tea up there,
so he considersthe water and altitude had somethingto do with it.
There is a Brewery on the island. Although in the lowlands you
perspirednight and day, at the RestCamp at night you sat round
fires and had threeblanketson top of you when sleeping, He was
able to go in for swimming in salt or fresh water pools, Most of
the beerout there was from Australia and he had discoveredsome
from Scotland. He was receiving THE Hoe LEAF GAzET'rEs and
was very grateful for them. His mail ws coming through well
thanks to air mail letters and airgraphs, All things considered,
he thought he was fortunate with no air raids, and occasionally
they had “ pictures," and there were cafes. All good wishes to
everyoneat H. & G. simondsLtd, were sent.

Private H. G. Sexton (late of Delivery Office), in a letter to
Mr. W. Bowyer, says he is in a Special Company of Signals and
undergoingCommandotraining. The squadhe was in wascausing
quite a “ stir " as every memberwas over six feet in height, the
tallest being an ex-policeman from Windsor, who was 6ft.S}in,
Truly a tall order! THE I-lor LEAF GAZETTE was reaching him
regularly and appreciatedby everyone more especially as many
with him camefrom Reading. He has also recentlybeenin to see
us on his last leave.

Mr. P. Paice, in a letter from Canadato Mr, A, E. Smith,
writes from a Flying Training School that he had done solo flying
and aerobaticson his own. He was thoroughly enjoying himself
over there and considersmany of them would be paying visits to
Canadaafter the war. The Rockiesover which he had beenflying
looked grand with the sun shining on the snow-cappedmountains,
All the very best was sent to all friends here.
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\
Corporal E. Venner, writing in ink from the Middle Eastin a

letter to Mr. W. Bradford, says the light and dark hues must be
excusedas he was writing it with an Italian pen and it only let
the ink ilow now and again, which wasn’t in accordancewith the
Italian nationalspirit of running ; in fact, he consideredthe Italians
were the iincs( io( of marathon runners in the world, although
“ Jerry " now had a few as well To him it seemeda pity that
therewas no more Milk Stout being brewed. He had been able
to buy a couple of bottles bearing the " Hop Leaf " label, with
regard to the Reading Fund for Tanks he hoped it would be well
supported,M if all could see the wonderful work the tankswere
doing out there, no one would have any hesitation in dipping 3

little deeperin their pockets. Ii a Tank Fund were organisedat
The Brewery and well supported,what better sight could one see
than a tank, with the “ Hop Leaf " paintedon its side, going into
action. He also hassent anairgraphto the Social Club wishing all
membersthe best for 1943, and in a P.S. writes, "Start brewing
the Vicroizv BEER " !

The undcrmentionedladiespassedtheir examinationin Home
Nursing :-Miss Levison, Miss Pollard, Miss Davis, Miss Richards
and Miss Startup (all of the Delivery Oifice staff).

Miss E. Brickncll, of the AccountsDepartment,haspassedher
First Aid examination.

Sappcr F. W. Bampton, in a letter to the Editor, says he
receivesTi-nz Hoe LEAF Gaziarrns regularly, which he found very
interesting and amusing. He passed them on to dlhers when
finished with and they were all very pleasedwith the magazine.
He was very fit and well, and like the rest of his mateswas itching
to prove his worth when the time comes. All good wishes to
everyone at Bridge Street.

PrivateW. _]. Clay (R.A.S.C.)sent a most attractiveChristmas
Card to the writer with the comment, “All good wishes to my
friends at The Brewery.” Since then he has called in on his leave
and will soon be " somewhereup North."

In a letter to the Editor, Mrs. Priddy (daughterof thc late
jesseCharlton, who worked at The Brewery for many years) says
that her iour sonsall Worked on the Firm. Three of them are now
servingin the Forces,viz., RonaldPriddy (Union Room), Kenneth
Priddy (EngineeringDepartment)and Eric Priddy (Cask Office).
The other son, Allan Priddy, is at presentin the Cask Office. Slie
asks, is this a record?

News of othershasbeenreceived,andwe learn thatJ, Bradford
(Signals) has arrived safely in India ; J. Britnell (Navy) was going
in for a commission; W. Dewey (R.A,F,) was in India; Cpl. S.
Treacher (R.A.O.C.) writes frequently from the Middle East to

THE Hur LEAF Guarm 69

his friend at The Brewery, H. Treadgold, and he is quite well;
I-[Cpl. C, Wade (Lancers) writes that he hashad a spell in hospital
with malaria,but had recoveredandrejoinedhis unit ; H. K, White
(Signals) has arrived in North Africa,

2/Lieut, N. H. Lipscombe (R.A.O.C.), writing to the Editor
from the Middle East, said he was keeping vtiy fit and wished
to be rememberedto all at The Brewery, Owing to the rapid
movementout there they had had a busy time and he was at an
advancedpost. He mentionsthat they were dry, only one tot of
whisky for many months and as for beer-well, that seemed
non-existent. He was expectingto see Treachershortly, who was
in the same unit,

Not so long ago L/A.C. E. E. Venner (son of the well-known
" Bill ” Venner) usedto drive oneof the Finn's lorries andhis mate
was A. Coleman. In due coursethey both joined up and naturally
lost sight of one anotheras one went in the R.A.F. and the other
in the Navy. After a short while in England,E. E. Vennerwas
sent by boat to Canada to continue his training, and you can
picture his astonishmentwhen only one day from the Land of the
Maple Leaf he " bumped" into a sailor, It was his friend and
mate, A. Coleman, who was serving on the ship.

Mr. C. G. Lawrence informs me that a number of lettershave
beenreceivedfrom serving colleaguespreviously in the Surveyor's
and A.R.P. Departments. L/A.C. G. H. Beddow is in Canada,
where he is taking a flying course. Cpl. A. H. Turner (R,A.F.)
writes from South Africa and says that lie has met Pilot Officer
W. R. Brown out there. Miss O. P. Paterson,of the A.T.S., has
been througha severetest and qualified as a. despatchrider. Pte.
A. Rice (R.A.O.C,) is “ somewherein Scotland" " roughing it,"
and G. W. Dewey has returned to an areawhere he seesplenty of
aerial activity. Mr, H. Church, of Headquartersstaff, has at last
sufficiently recoveredfrom his accident to leave Battle Hospital.

We have had visits from many of our employees,and below
are the namesof a numberof them :-GunnerL. _]. Martin, R. J.
Lambourne(R.A.F.), Sergt. H. Weight (R,A.F.), who, I understand,
hassincegone overseasand had quite exciting experienceson the
way, L/A.C. Bloomfield, A/C G. Poole (from Northern Ireland),
M. Richards(Tanks), A/C S. Collins, _[_ W. Hillier (R.A.F. Regt),
L/A.C. L. F. Pitts, W, H. Philpott (Navy), A/C F. Pusey, J. R.
Roynon (R.A.F. Regt), L/Cpl. A. Howman (Signals), Bombdr.
F. J. House, L/A.C. E. Crutchley, Sergt. W. H. Goatley(R.A.F.),
A/C R. P. Huddy. L/A.C. S. R. Gray, A/C L. Twiney, L/A.C. R, j.
Griffin, G. Harding (Fleet Air Arm), Sergt. E, Martin (R.A.O.C.).

GunnerE, L. Morgan (R.A.), in a letter to Capt. A. S. Drewe,
sayshe hasarrived safely in North Africa. He mentionsthat the
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sea voyagewas rough at times, but as he did not suiier at all from
seasicknesshe was always able to eat his own rations and those
of others who were ill and did not feel up to it. The weather
out there was somewhat similar to that of an English spring as
they had had rain, sunshine,and frost at night, Kind regardsto
allat The Breweryandparticularly to all membersof the Surveyor’s
staff,

GunnerJ, P. Slade, who 'is a. prisonerof war in Italy, writes
Mr. ]. H. Wadha.msas follows rv

“ _lust a few lines to let you know I am fit and well. I

have seen _lack Pickett, one of our drivcrs, and he is quite
all right, and I believesome of our fellows are in this country
as well. I hope everyoneat the Brewery are keepingin good
health.”

Sergt. H. Weight, of the R.A.F., has written a long and most
interestingletter to Mr. T. E. Stevens. In it he says he arrived
“somewhere in North Africa " just before Christmas. The
journey was made most of the way through stormy seas, but as
he provedto be a good sailor he lived on the fat of the land (or sea)
so to speak,for therewere a numberwho could not tackle food of
any sort, so there was more than enough to go round. Un»
fortunately, after getting into calmer waters, they met an enemy
torpedo, so their temporary home becameunfit for habitation.
They managedto jump into a rescue boat, and then breathed
some of the largest sighs of relief ever drawn by human beings.
However, when they landed they were feeling like a million, even
if unshavenand looking like tramps. They are paid in francs
and ean buy most popular brandsof cigarettesin packetsof ten.
and although they cost five francs this works out at about
fourpence. These they obtain in the N.A.A.F.I. canteens. They
also havean " issue" free.

Out there, he says, you are remindedof the picture-booksin
early school days, astthebuildings, tstrcets,shopsand population
haveall come to life. Provided you know a little French you can
get on famously, They have plenty of oranges,tangerinesand
datesto eat, and they are all quite cheap. The wine out there is
apt to bowl you over if you are not careful. The food situation is
very good, and they. also have white bread. He sees beer
occasionally,but it is not the Hop Leaf brand, unfortunately,and
what theyget is likely to hit the ceiling once the stopperis removed.
However, whisky is Bs. 6d. per bottle and obtainable. Eggs also
can be boughtat quite reasonableprices. Lettersare by no means
plentiful yet, and they are all longing for news of home ; still he
feelssure he will receivea pile one of thesedays. He has not met
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anyoneelse from the Brewery yet. He sendsbest wishesto every-
one at H. 8: G. S. who know him, and those who periodically
ghmpsedhis faceduring odd spells of leave.

We regret to recordthe death of Mr. Edgar Reeve,of Staines,
who passedaway, aged 91. For over fifty years he had been
chief cashierat Ashby's,Staines,retiring in 1930, whenthe business
was taken over by H, Ez G. Simonds Ltd. He served Ashby’s
Brewery, Staines,for 65 years,and was one of the best-knownmen
rn the town of Staines, A wonderful record.

The following changesandtransfershave takenplacesinceour
last issue in December,and to all we wish every suocess:-

The Lamb Hotel, Hungerford (H. & G. Simonds Ltd,)4
Mr, G. H. Bezant. \

The CarnarvonArms, Whitway (H. &. G. Simonds Ltd,)4
Mr. P. Dale.

The Airman, Feltham (H. & G. Simonds Ltd.)-Mr. J.
Rushmore.

The Man of Kent, Clewer (H. Br G. SimondsLtd,)-Mrs. E.- M.
Hutchins,

'l` he Duke of Cambridge,Windsor (H, 8: G. SimondsLtd,)_.
Mrs, B. Hewitt.

The Craven Arms, Enbome (H. & G. SimondsLtd.)-Mr. T,
Mansfield.

We regret to recordthe deathof Mr. Thos.Hutchins, tenantof
AThe Man of Kent, Clewer, which occurred on active service with

the Royal Navy. Mr. Hutchins had spent all his life in the Royal
Navy until a few yearsago whenhe took the licence of theBeehive
at Egham for nearly' five -years. In May, 1939, he took over The
Man of Kent, Clewer, and quickly gained a wide ci.rcle of friends.
When the presentwar broke out he wasrecalledto the RoyalNavy
and was sewing as a Chief Petty Officer Stokerwhen he met his
death in Northern waters.

We are sorry to learn that Mrs. J, Miles, of the Old Leather
Bottle, Wokingham,hasbeen kiiled by enemyaction, her daughter
and granddaughter,who were with her, both being seriously
injured. Mrs. Miles went to this house in 1911 and on the death
of her husbandin 1923 took over the tenancy.

Mr, A. D. Wrixen, of the ArmstrongGun,EnglefieldGreen,who
died on 3rd january, 1943, had been tenant of this house since
August. 1937. and we offer our sinceresympathyto all relatives.


