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MR. H. C. XEIGHBOUR.

lfor our frontispiece in this Christmasissue we reproducethe
portrait of Mr, H, c. Neighbour, a prominent member of our
HeadquartersStaff at Reading.

Mr. Neighbours duties are almost entirely eonneetedwith
Insurance and Income Tax (Schedule A), for which specialised
work he possessesa wonderful faculty, which can only be measured
by the importanceattachingto thesesubjectsin a combinewhose
licensed and other properties and interests extend, from east to
west, throughoutthc South of England. The necessityof keeping
abreastwith the constantlychanginglaws governing all branches
of insurance and the taxation of properties, has found in Mr.
Neighbour a tenacious worker, well equipped with that most
valuableof all attributesin business,a retentive memory,

The groundwork of Mr, Neighboul"s successin his present
work appearsto havebeen lairl in his early businesslife, when he
was employed as a junior clerk in an establishmentwhere the
offices of Clerk to the Local Authoritv, Collector of Taxes and the
manifold aspectsof the businessof EstateAgents and Auctioneer
were carried on. Subsequently,in x916, he rntercd into the
employ of Messrs.Ashby's StainesBrewery, Ltd., as a ledger clerk
and continued in that capacity until my, When, following the
acquisition of a controlling interest in that Companyhy l-l, & G.
Simonds,Ltd., he was appointedCashier, including the duties of
Wages Clerk, lnsuranoeand IncomeTar (ScheduleA). Upon the
transfer of the staff to Readingin january, 1932, Ile continuedin
the same capacityto Ashby'sStainesBrewery, Ltd., and \Vheeler’s
Wycombe Breweries, Ltd., until February, 1934, when he was
attached to the Estates Department of the parent Company,
where he has ostahlisheela great reputation for the excellenceof
his work and his unfailing courtesyat all timcs,

The ramifications of his duties are very witlesprcad, but the
alertnessof his mind has cnabledhim to graspthe intricate details
of all developmentsin the quickest possibletime. An outstanding
instanceof his ahility is the rapidity with which he assimilatedthe
provisions and requirementsof the \’\ ar Damage Acts and the
Wartime Commodity InsuranceSchemesand their interpretations
and frequent amendments. This has been invaluable to the
Company, with its extensive interests,which must be adequately
covered.

During the Great War of 1914-I8 he served in the Rifle
Brigade and saw service overseas,and in the present conflict hc
has been a memberof the Home Guard since its inception as the
L.D.V.

Mr, Neighbouris fond of gardeningand fishing in the limited
time available for hobbies.
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Tuke a little wine /or thy stomachlssakeandthine a/t
inyifmilies.-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, c. II P.)

Rbanmo EI,I:r:TIoN or 1790.

_ ~~ v 'ed from an esteemedreader an unusual gitl.
says;iriiitirlililile Beyztsliire c/trouirlr. ‘It is the list ofthe voters
at the Parliamentaryelection for Reading on june 1701. Iq9°»
printed on satin, the eanrlidates being Mr. krancis Anneieyi
Mr. Rielinrd Aldworth Neville and the Rt. I-Ion. the har o

Barrymore. The voting was Annesloy 394. Nevlllf 316~ Bai?‘“§§f§255' ggrveral well-lrnown families are represented,for eH s
ineludes the narurs ol V\'illiam Blandy, John Blandy» the OH-
and Rev. w. Bromley cadogan,ThomasItowslacle, Thomas_Have
sir Isaac Poeoelr, Thomas sliaelrle, William Blackall Simonds.
Rev. Rieliarrl Vnlpy, John Silver, lgev_ edwardMIIIJY- Am°“§*
those who dnl not vote was Rev, rhomasBoon, from whom .ir
T. N. Talinurd derived his second christian name.

GooD V\`ol<K AT “ Tm. SAlmcENs."

. , 1. t* t tl » 'orth ~ host of “ Ye SaracensHead,"
3 rr?s;‘s‘§::.2.‘"r‘;i..i.g‘rlI.. if    good
work he did to” accommodatea large number of the blitzecl-out
membcrs of the Labour Hall. Minister Street, and the public In
general. His gcniality and service are rnuoli to be admired. Good
luck lack Carry on the good work, and we sincerelyhope that
you 'will have the best of luelr and health to continue for a long,
long time

BRIDGE Foul EACH HAD FULL SUIT. _

~ . r kA b id e four at PaigntonClub, Paignton,Der on, had a pac
of cardsbcglt with a full suit to nach player. Councillor    
Spanton and Mr, Jackman were partnersagainst Colone ar e

and Mrs. Jackman. Colonel Clarke cut and Mr. Jackmandealt,
A.  binationA tl t..~ diner on the odds against this eom

oeeiir»riiigimrie`matliematieierrr has calculzitetl the elianee to be

2,235.I97,4bo,eo5,366.368.3<>1.559»999U1 ‘-
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Sm WALTER RALEIGH Lives AGAIN IN N.A.A.F.I.
Where Sir Walter Raleigh first smoked tobacco and ateBritain's first potatoes, N.A.A.F.I, girls rualre Victory Potato

Dishes and tend to the For-ees' cigarette and pipe needs. AN.A.A.F.I. canteenis conductedin an ancient " hide-out " builtby Raleigh, and it was in this building that a servant, seeing SirWalter smokingfor the first time, poured ale over him believing
him to be on iire. To-daythe smokeof cigaretteandpipe pervades
theatmosphere,while it is certainthat Sir Walterwould appreciate
the hundredways of cooking potatoesin the N.A.A.F.I. kitchen.

LET-Trn rlzolvi EGYPT.

Mr. K. Organ, of the Gencral Office, writes :-
First I want to thank you very much for my first edition ofTim Hoi’ LEAF GAZETTE reccived over hcre, and for which I hadbeen anxiouslyawaiting! Secondly, I'd like to expressthe hopethat you will continueto sendthem, as newsfrom homeis priceless,
I'm now stationed" Somewherein the Sudan " on the RiverNile. The temperaturesoars to amazingly high levels, and wetry and keep cool by constantuse of our little swimming pool and

cold showers. For recreation we have a small cinema. Being a
wireless operator I'm on duty at all times of the day and night,
but it is so arrangedthatwe get 24 hoursoif every third day, whenwe try and make good some oi our lost sleep. It is very difficultto sleep during the daytime, as one lies in, literally, a “ pool ofsweat." Food and billets are good ; we havea small canteen,andimagine my surpriseon my first visit to it when I saw the ehapsbuying Simonds' I,.P.A. I spent some ol the happiest times ofmy career with your cricket club at Berkeley Avenue. I hopeI shall have the privilege again in the future. I met Pitts, oi theCatcringDepartment,during my stay in Egypt. Pleaseremember
me to all my friends at the Brewery, especially thosein the General
Office. I'll close by adding my wishes for the successof The
Brewery. Their dilliculties are many I know, but by the goodwill
I have experiencedtherepersonally,I know they will pull through0.K., and so let's drink to the time when we are all united oncemore and-that that time is not far distant.

P.S.-Congratulationson the larger quarterly edition of HOPLEAF~think it`s a great success.

N.A,A.F.I. BRcvITIEs.

At the wedding ol a N.A.A.F.I. canteengirl and soldier atHamptonHill, Surrey,the bride lelt the church under an archwayof rolling pins held aloft by her canteen colleagues,
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" A tllerm is a germ which gets into the Water andcausesrapid
consumption,"says a N.A.A.F.I. bulletin to its fuel-watchers.

Far beer brewed in a N.A,A,F.l. brewery at Tripnli yeast is
flown by air from Cairo.

(`AMl2l_s WELCOME CARGO.

A writer in the Orkney Blust, published for the Forces in the
Orkneys and Shetlands, describing the work ot N.A.A.F.l.'s
Expeditionary Force Institutes, says; "Let me tell you what
happenedin thc dcscrt. A regiment had marchedmany miles
and arrived in a desolatespot, tired, weary and thirsty. Suddenly
camelsappearedon the horizon. As they camenearerthey proved
to be carrying an E.F.I. mobile canteen with supplies of beer.
Not only was there beer, however; other camels carried waterto
keepthe beercool ! " The writer concludes " “lc are far from the
deserthere, but the E.F.[. is doing all kinds oi things to makelite
more pleasant."

Sr‘oRTlNc AND GRAhrMATlc (?).

_A letter to N_A_A,F_l_'s Sports Department from an airman
servingwith uur EuropeanAllies in Britain runs

“ DearSir,~As leader oi our Table Tennis(flub, may I kindly
ask and behalf of my friends ot the Squadronif issue to us couple
oi table-tennisballs if possible. ln co-operationwith our manager-
essof uur N.A.A.F.I. from this damp, she recommendyour address
whcre is most possible to get something. Also I am enclosing
checkyou may use of it's any good. Yours aiiectionatelyi"
AWARDED D.F.M.

The son»in-law oi Mr, Tom Bartholomew has recently been
awardedthe D_F_M. He is Flight/Sergt_Wm. rennrll, and befure
joining the R.A.F. in T940 was employedin the Clerical Department
oi the RcadingCo-operativePreserveWorks. Fligl'1tfSergt. Fennel!
has been on many operationsin the capacity ol wireless operator-
reargunner,and it is for his courageandskill on arduousoperations
that he has received his award. For several months he was
stationedin North Airica. He is now an instructor in England,
but continues his operational flights. Mrs. Fcnncll and their
4fyear-old daughter, Ann, have lived with Mr. T. Bartholomt>\\'
since 1940.

Dll<Er<: " Have you any dry rnatleira?"

New W/xlTEl<: “ We don’t supply cake with this meal, Sir."
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Nor A Rain: BUG.

The baysthought it would be great sport it they could tual a
well-lrnuwn naturalist. They killed a eentipede,and then glued
on to it a beetle'shead, the wings of a butterfly, and the legs ofa
grasshapper, Theypackedit in a box andtheir it to the greatman,
" V\'e found it in the fields," the leader uf the group explained.
"What is it? "

~ Ah l " said the naturalist. " Did it hum whenyou caughtit P "

" Oh, yas," eame the answer,
~ Then," said the naturalist, " it is undoubtedlya humbug1 "

\`rr.LAGe ANsv\'Erzs BUTTON 5.0.5.

In a Berkshire village nearly 30 people are winning a race
againstTime and Old Man VVinter, and their job wcln't be completed
till they have removed a quarter of a million brass buttons from
3z,ooo khaki overeoats. When N.A.A.F.I, canteen girls were
grantedan issueof khaki greatcoatsin place of the raincoatswith
which they were iormerly issued, N,A.A.F.l. was faced with the
task of removing the A.T.S. buttons from the khaki overcoats
delivered. For this task N.A.A.F.I. diverted staff normally
employedon makingcanteenmarqueesfor troops in summercanvas
camps, and fourteen uf the tenting staff were set to warlr in a
N.A.A,lf.l. tenting Warehousein a Berkshire village. To win the
race againstTime, an appealwas sent out to the villagers to come
in as part-timers,and tuurteenof ther-nalderlypeople and housee
wives-responded. Children are also lending ai hand. When the
A.T.S. buttons have been removed-tobe returned to the VVar

Department~anenvelopecontainingsubstitutebuttonsand thread
is placedin a pocket of eachgrcatcoatand the coataddressedto the
individual who will wear it. They have reachedan output of Soo
greatcoatsa day and have dealt with rr,<>oo in 21 days.

(YN VERY AcTlvE SErtvlcl-:.

His manyiriends will deeplyregret the deathof Mr. S. (`hilcot,
which occurred on November 27th, at the age bt 5r. In the
Merchant Service during the last war he left owing to ill-health,
but he volunteeredagain in 1939 and was turpeduedlast March.
But asSecondEngineerhe, With threeothers, succeededin bringing
haelr a cargo safely to port. These brave men were awarded a
cheque in recognition of their bravery. Whilst the Graf spat
action was on Mr. Chilcot's vessel llove to for 24 hours, tllen
continuedits journey, and when the erew went intu bay, passing
a scuttled encmy'sbeat, they celebrated. During his ten years
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at The Brewery Mr. Chilcot won widespreadrospcct and some of
his old comradesattendcd the funeral and sent a beautiful noral
emblem of remembrance.

CAPTAN Pizitcv JAMES.

Heartycongratulationsto Mr. PercyJames,oftheAccountancy
Department,on his promotion to Captain in the Royal Artillery.
Captain _Iamcs is well known at The Brewery and very muah liked.
A fine sportsman,in the highestsenseot the word, Captainjames
is an excellent cricketer and particularly smart in thc field. lt
you liitcd the ball in his direction it meant quick march back to the
pavilion for he was indeed a saie catch. Hc was equally good
on the tennis court, and one could not wish for a bctter partner.
I haveplayed \vith him oitcn and should know. HC could always
be rclicd upon to give a sparkling display " all round the wicket,"
and thc many suoeesseswe achieved together were mainly due
to his fine workmanship. By the way, Percy was ever ready to
render me valuable assistanee,in many ways, in thc pr-oduetion
ni THE HUP Ll-:Al-T GAZETTE.

ToUcH INDEED

our Transport has been involved in many curious accidents
in the past twenty years, hut never lieiore havewe tricd conclusions
with at steam roller, says Mr. lnryden, our worthy Transport
Manager.

Whilst one of our veteran Leyland lorries (aims rq27) was
rcccntly engagedon delivery at a certain house in Reading, the
crew heard a tcrriiic crash and rushing outside discoveredthat a
runawaysteamroller had comedown the hill at speedand collirlcd
with the old stager.

lt is a striking testimonyto the way in which Mr. jack Stone,
our body builder, selectshis materialsand constructsthe bodywork,
in that thc Lcyland only sustainedslight damageto the platform
and drove proudly away, whereas the steam roller collapsed
ignominionslyin thc road, where it rerrrainetl all night until repairs
could be effected the following day to enable it to bo moved.

Youit TERMS OE PEACE.

industry is helping to win the war. Industry must help build
a peacetimeworld. It must be a world as peacefuland neighhourly
as your own town; a world in which decent people can bring up
their children decently. It must be a busy world where factories
and farms are working and where thcrc are jobs for all. How can
such a world be brought into bcing? The surest way is to think
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and talk about it. In your discussionskeep in mind this fact:
your terms of pcacemust be such that the people of other lands
can agreewith them. Only a world peaeethat squareswith the
conscienceof men of good will can be just. Only a just peacecan
endure.

H. & G. S1MoNl>s' DrvmEi~:n.

At a Board meetingrecently tho Directorsof H. 65 G. Simonds,
Ltd., Reading, drtcidcd to recommend that a final dividend oi
145 per cent. actual, lcss tax, be paid on the Ordinary Stock of
thc Company for the year ended 30th Septemberlast, making a
total of its per cent. for the year. This is the same as last year.

OUR GREAT Dii<EcToi<s,

Anotheryear, momentousas any in our history, is now drawing
to a elose and it is the forvcnt hope of us all that 1944 will see
peaceon earth and more goodwill among men. The past twelve
months has indeed been a period of tremendousanxiety to our
Directors but, lead by our indomitable Chairman and Managing
Director (Mr. F. A. Simonds),they havemanagedto lreep the great
" Hop Leaf " bannerflying in a manncrthat haswon theadmiration
of alll We very respectfully extend to thcm our heartfelt good
wishesat this seasonof thc year and thehope that thc successwhich
has attended their great work in the past will continue in ever-
increasingmeasurefor many years to eome. To those Directors
and all conncctedwith the lfirm who are serving in H.M. Forces
we say may they all return safely-andthat soon!

A Vo1-E or Tnaxus.

THE HOP LEAF GAZETTE grows in popularity with every issue
and I takc this opportunity of thanking all \vho have assistcclso
willingly in its production. Particularly would I like to mention
the very great hclp always so courteouslyand competentlygiven
by Messrs.Bradley& Son, Ltd., theprinters. It is a greatadvantage
to havesuchexpert adviee regardingthe make-upot the magazine,
alwaysrcady at hand. I am for cvvr calling on Mr. Lcc, one of the
worthy Direetors of the firm, and his assistanceregarding the
technical side oi the making oi et magazineis invaluable.

I thank, very sineerely,all my. good friends and helpersat the
Crown Press. The production of THE Hol> LEAF GAZETTE could
not be in batter hands.
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WORDS OF WISDOM.

Never have there been so many who knew so little about so
muoh»-and did even less.

The secret ot life is not to do what one likes-but to try to
like what one has to do.-KING GEORGE V.

Mysterymagnifiesdangeras a Novemberfog magnilies the slln.

Dutiesarebetterthingslor ua to think about than our righte _

our own duties and other people’srights.

ln the Divine treasuryit is not the offering which is weighed,
but the love.

The touch of a little child's hand has openedmany a door,
where the Masterhas alterwardscome in and sat down andsupped.

It does us good to admire what is good and beautiful; but
it does us infinitely more good to love it. We grow like what we
admire; but we becomeone with what we love.

The deepestinfluenoe at women flows silently, like a quiet
stream hidden among the leaves and blossoms it keepsgreen.

The sheep best help one another by following the shepherd
close.

There is always some work for every season,not to be done
before or alter. That is why we need never be afraid ol growing
old.

Love and true imagination ever penetratethrough delusions
and disguisesto the real inner beauty.

Never think the saints and heroes are all dead and gone.
Look for them, expect to find them in the world now, and look
to God, Who is always making them, and you will find them.
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Not years nor sorrows make ue old, but selfish oarea.

More precious, capableol a diviner beauty than the most
glorious cathedral, is the simplest, the lowliest, the most lost, of
the crowd ot human beings gatheredin it.

lvlen who will not learn are for ever babes. Labour and
learning are no degradationfor the noblest.

A GREAT THOUGHT.
C0'OPEY(ATl0N.

Sir I/Viyred Grerqell once told about ampatatingthe infected leg

of ir Catholic neighbour in Labrador. Later, while speaking in lr

CongregationalChurch in lhe United Slater, he asked U anyonethere
knew of eh artyicial leg that might be ilnrlalell, since ll me llmlttll
to obtain one in Labrador. Fallowing lhe service,a Methodist woman
vyered tr leg ethleh her Presbyterianhusbandhad need ahlll lllalh,
Grmfell tonehltled " when1, oh Epiaaepolleh,took lhal Presbylerian
Leg given by a M elhodist woman in a Congregationalchurch back in
Labrador,andhardil oh my Roman Celholle/rlehrl, il enabledher
to walk peyhtb/."

DEATH OF MRS. A. C. KINGSTON.

l)eep`regretwill be felt at the deutli ol Mrs. Lily Kingston,
wife of Mr. Austin C. Kingston, 13, ChristchurchGardens,Reading,
She passed away on October 28th alter a long illness. Mrs.
Kingston took much interest in the work of King’s Road Baptist
ehuroh,wllere one of her sons-in-law,Mr. H. J. Tutty, is a deacon.
Mr, and Mrs. Kingston celebratedtheir golden wedding last year.
Two years ago Mr. Kingston eornpleted fifty years with Messrs.
H. dr G. sirnonds,and was honouredby the Firm ; for thirty years
he was Chief Cashier. Mrs, Kingston was sisterof Mr. G. S, Lewis,
builder. She did much knitting lor the Army Comforts Fund.
Her only sen is manageroftheGodalmirig branchof BarclaysBank,



iz Tim HOP Lt-:AE GAZETTE

NATURE NOTE.
(BY c.H.r.).

r-i-mAs,\xr s|mo'r\N<; in 'ri-in Foe.

rn2'rAu.s or A m21.iG1r'rru!. DAY.

'rx-ross EN'rANcr.EMENrs :N BRAMBLEUQM!

There was a thick fog overhangingthe countrysidewhen we
arrived at thc Lodge gatespreparatoryto settingout for the day's
pheasantshoot. As last year, wee golden crestedwrens were in
the ur trees nearby feeding upside down and at au angles. You
Constantly heard their little voices, as tiny as themselves;they
seemedsupremelyhappy and quite indifferent to the cold and fog.

NEEDED A BATHUQG eosrumlz.

As we moved off to see what the first covert containedwe
passeda field of kale. The plantswere almostas tall as ourselves.
They were like umbrellas turned upwardsand were lull of water,
You had only to just turn one sideways and out would flow a
straight pint-unfortunately not of the "S.B." type. If only
I had taken my bathing costume I might have made my way
through this waterloggedforest of vegetation; to do so otherwise
would be asking for trouble for it was not fit for man nor beast
to traversein ordinary attire. And yet we knew that here many
of the birds and four-footed creatureshad sought sanctuaryand
still more would do so as the shoot proceeded. The head keeper
told me that the phcasantsmadestraightawayfor this kale directly
they left their roosts in the morning. Under these upturned
umbrellasthc groundwould be dry andthe birds would find warmth
and food. But they did not by anymeansanseekshelterhere fm,
considering all the circumstances,an excellent day's sport was
enjoyed. just as we were about to commencehostilities I noticed
one cock pheasant,a very fine fellow, spurredand glowing in his
winter blue and bronze and scarlet, strutting daintily across the
mead. But he is a cunningbird and whenhe hearsthe twelve-bores
begin to speakhe will probably beat a hurried retreat to where he
evaded the heaters,and the guns, last year.
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oun SMALLER FEATHEm2r> FRiENDS.

As we enter thc covert the little birds makeno ond of a fuss.
A nuthatchsuddenlyceasedhis hammeringat at hazelnut that he
had artfully wedgedin the fork of a small tree; Wrens were very
noisy and the cole-tits seemed greatly concernedat we humans
trespassingon what they lookcd upon as their preserves. There
were many blackbirds hasteningaway over the tree-tops, while
jays uttered their raucouscries and an old magpic chattercd,no
doubt in uncomplimentaryterms, about the sudden opening up
of this " secondfront." A greenwoodpeckerhurried off by means
of his characteristicundulating flight and a family of long-tailed
ms, at least a dozen of them, trailed away, one behind the other,
to another wood.

EXTREME c/mn i<.x1-zizcrsnn,

It was not until Well on in the afternoon that the fog lifted
to any appreciableextent and you could often hcar tl pheasant
long before you saw him, which madeshooting the more difficult.
But good work was donr and it was indeed pleasingto note the
extremeCm exercisedby the guns in order tn avoid any possible
dangerto liic and limb-so far as the humanparty was Conccrned.

A FINE rox.
The Woods wcrc denndedof many of their fine trees, but

there is a war on and the owner of the shoot is a great patriot and
viewed the matter philosophically. with so many trees feued
there was not so much cover for the birds and beasts. However,
the keeper, who knows his job, thought that he would, to some
extent, make up for the loss of the trees,by allowing the brambles
to grow 51 their own free will. And in mepnmculaf locality they
were thick. The thicker the undergrowth the more were the
pheasantswho ilew or ran there for safety. Therefore the heaters
had to " do " the brambles thoroughly. Before \ve arrived there
I noticed a number of pheasantshad alreadybeen disturbedand
I guesseda fox was in the jungle. Eventsproved this to be the
case for one soon made its appearance. And what a fine fellow,
or rather lady, it was~litlie and lissom, the very embodimentof
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agility and strength, in short a superbly trained athlete, Fully

grown with a wonderful brush [ should think she was one oi tl\is

year's cubs. Baby loxes are ol a very dark colour and the belly

of this one was sooty white. A well-known memberof a famous

Hunt was presentand I doubt not he wished he had houndswith

him to put them on the foX's line, And what a run reynardwould

have given them. She looked lit for iilty miles!

BRAMBLEDQM

Beating through the brambleswas a very serieusbusinessif

the game were to bc driven out ol their fastnessesBut it had itS

ludicrousside, too. A friend next to me, with a braceoi pheasants

in one hand and his stick in the other, got inextricably entangled

with numerous brambles clinging to him, very afieetienately,

right up to his waist. l-le inade one valiant and final ellort to

free himself when other bramblesjoined in the fun-for us~z\nd

he spread-eagledlull length in the bushes There were numerous

other easualties;none of a serieus nature. 1 jumped ever one

rather high bunch oi brambles, but unfortunately landed on a

moss-coveredpele lying on the ground. Aided hy my hob-nailed

beetsI had a lovely slide, for at yardor mereand cut a serry figure

as 1 measuredmy length in-well-not exactly a bed of roses!

As I write, l still show signs of honourablewounds in the form of

a big bruise on my knee and multiple scratcheson both legs. My

friend roared with laughter, but l did not think this joke halt so

funny as that concerninghis entanglement. But it was all great

fun and the youngstersseemedto enjoy it immensely theugli they

by no meansgot out ot the engagementunscathedasthe red writing

on their bare knees clearly demonstrated. In one shelteredcorner

We found quite a numberof blackberries. VVe sampledthem and

found that they were geed,even luscious.

Blaelrberrying in mid-November. Truly we live in strange

times!
THE woNDEEs or 'ri-lE Woons.

You must ieel fit in mind and body in order to assimilate

the rare beautiesoi the woodsand fields. The wheatwas springing

up irom the earth in sturdy strengthshowing us that God is still
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working out His myriad miracles on every hand for our benefit

and that if not now, before very long, surely, oh! surely, all will

be well with the world. An exhilarated mind receives back a

thousandfoldthe exhilarations to be encounteredat every turn
during a day's shoot. The tramp, tramp, tramp over meadow
and field and through the woods, the health-giving fresh air, the

beautiful berries, the buddingprimrosesgiving promise of spring,

and the hosts ot little birds-it all packs your mind with beauty
and the joy of life and dispensesa tonic to your whole being such

as no earthly physician can prescribe.

ALREADY sions or srluxc.

It would appear that we have already passedthe worst part
of winter for even now thereare innumerablesignsof spring in the
tiniest plant and the biggesttree. The buds are telling their own

hopeful tale and we know:

He marks the boundswhich winter may net pass,

And blunts its pointedfury in its case,

Russetand rude, iolds up the tendergerm
Uninjured, with inimitable art ;

And, ere one flowery seasonfadesand dies,
Designs the blooming wondersof thc next.

l.u~|clrEoN Ar 'rl-lE Loose.

Such surroundingsas are typical of a pheasantshoot produce
not only a healthy mind and body but a healthy appetite and
luncheonat the Lodgewas one of the most enjoyablefeaturesofa
great day. Wartime regulations were strictly observed, but all
had ample to eat. And there was beer and 'baccy, too, and not
one other of the leaveswe had examinedthat day appearedhalf
so wonrleriul as the old " Hop Lcai "

May its shadow never grow lessl

The conversationwasvery animatedandwe discussedanything
irom pheasantsand foxes to turkeys and tomatoes. Mrs. Price,
the head keeper's genial little wife, waited upon us admirably
and I eannetdo better than expressour very great thanks to her,
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