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MR.'PE/LUKER.

In selecting the portrait for our frontispiece in this issue, we
turn to the Cask Department at Reading in which Mr. P. E. Luker
has served since entering the Firm’s employ in 1916.

Mr. Luker has forged his way into the responsible position he
now holds through solid industry and intensive application to the
work of the Department. He has always recognised the great
importance attaching to the records of the enormous and valuable
stock of casks, which have become of even greater importance
owing to increasing difficulty of replacing those lost. His duties
have become more arduous by the abandonment of the system of
recording individual numbers, and by exchange of trade between
breweries under zoning restrictions. The reduction of staff has
also contributed to the heavy responsibilities now resting upon
Mr. Luker, who, however, shoulders his additional burdens and
longer hours with commendable fortitude and a resignation to the
inevitable. He has a thorough grip of the routine of the Depart-
ment in which he is regarded as indispensable.

The work of the Department is not confined solely to casks,
as the vast quantities of empties received into the Brewery by rail
and road have all to be checked, signed for, and recorded,
necessitating extreme accuracy. The fact that he is responsible
for the whole of the summaries will indicate to the staff at Branches
the magnitude of his work.

Mr. Luker has been a consistent supporter of the Brewery
football and cricket teams. He was secretary of the Football
2nd XI when the Institute League was first formed, and at one
time he was also Vice-Captain of the Cricket 2nd XI. He figured
in the famous football match between a team raised by the Cask
Department which defeated an XI representing the remainder
of the Brewery, which was a memorable event in Brewery sports.
Of a studious disposition, his personal interests are to be found in
books of travel and biography, good music and choral singing in

which he has long indulged as a member of St. Giles’ and

St. Bartholomew's choirs.

As a corporal in the First Aid Section of the A.A. Home Guard
and a member of the Brewery First Aid Party, Mr. Luker has
rendered good and efficient service.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
tnfirmities.—T he Bible.

CHAT
fr om
' THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
(By C.H P)

SpLENDID EFFORT FOR RED CROSS.

Our Mr. E. H. Kelly has been appointed Supervisor for the
whole of the licensed houses in Cirencester for the Penny-a-Week
Red Cross Fund, and since November he has collected £600, which
is certainly a splendid effort. He wishes me to give a word of praise
to the Licensees who have done so much to help him make this
such a success. He made in one night, at the Red Cross Ball he
organised with the Licensed Victuallers’ Association, £205 4s. 2d.
after he had paid all expenses. He had the full support of the
Firm and with them behind him, he went full out with the result—
a brilliant function and a huge success. About forty cans are
supposed to be collected once a month, but this happens about once
a week in some cases, and he says the Licensees are very keen and
bring in their cans for him to count and bank. And this is on
several evenings and sometimes also a Sunday job. But everyone
is very keen. In fact, it is a race to see which one can collect the
most. ;

Miss MitrorD, oF THREE MILE CRross.

Mary Russell Mitford is a name that is probably only vaguely
familiar to the casual reading public, but like many other of the
lesser-known authors, her books are well written, and show a wide
knowledge of literature, writes “ P.L.” Her novel “ Atherton ™
was not a suctess, proving that her metier was the Essay or
Character Study. Her skilful book of country sketches, * Our
Village,” written at Three Mile Cross, three miles south of Reading,
enjoys a wide popularity amongst discerning readers, but another
of her works, “ Belford Regis,” is not quite so well known. This
book has recently been republished by T. Werner Laurie Ltd., and
can be recommended to those with even a passing interest in the
Reading of a century ago. Belford Regis is, of course, Reading,
and as an impression of life amongst the tradesmen and professional
classes at that time, has few equals. Although there must have
been much that was sordid in most towns of the size of Reading,
Miss Mitford does not appear to have been influenced by it, nor
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by the fact that her doctor father seems to have been something
of a trial to her. On the contrary, a vein of gentle tolerance runs
through this collection of character sketches—even her portrayal
of King Harwood, an incorrigible coxcomb, gives one the impression
that in spite of his unfounded belief in himself, he had his points.
It is interesting to read these lines, and try to identify the various
camouflaged names of people, districts and houses. For instance,
one cannot place Mr. Howard and his Brewery. The only definite
link with Mary Mitford extant in Reading is the house in London
Road, facing Kendrick Road, which has probably not been much
altered since the Mitfords were in residence. A commemorative
plaque has been affixed to the house by the Reading Town Council
in recognition of her writings.

‘“ SHARE AND SHARE ALIKE.”

Much has been learnt of life in the prisoners of war camps
from the men recently repatriated. The boredom and hopelessness,
the longing for home and regret at the waste of the best years of
life, all are combated primarily by the personal morale of the man

Private Newman, of the Hampshire Regiment, who comes
from Newbury, tells of life in a camp near the Polish border. Three
hundred Indian N.C.Os. arrived and he is loud in the praise of
their spirit. As a result of some so-called misdemeanour the
German Commandant punished the British troops by withholding
their Red Cross parcels. Next day the Indians formed up and
asked for an interview with the Commandant. They refused, they
said, to accept any Red Cross parcels for themselves until the
ban was lifted from the British troops. They would not agree to
any differentiation between themselves and their British comrades
in arms.

This is but just another example of the spirit of camaraderie
existing between British and Indian soldiers.

NoT A REGISTERED CUSTOMER.

At a canteen in Tanganyika, the NAAFI manager—a sergeant
in the R.A.S.C./JE.F.I.—opened the back door one morning and
found himself face to face with an elephant. There is nothing in
NAAFI regulations about serving elephants, but the manager
decided he was not a registered customer and slammed the door.
Eventually the elephant moved off—probably to write to the
papers about discourteous treatment in NAAFI.

NAAFI INveENTs NEW INN SiGNs,

Following its policy of giving certain overseas canteens typical
English inn names, NAAFI has christened a new Middle East
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establishment *“ The Combined Arms.” Another of the NAAFI
overseas canteens built to resemble an English inn, complete with
hanging sign, has been named “ The Pink Elephant.” A cut-out
elephant is suspended from an arm outside. A bomb-damaged
NAAFTI at Salerno bore a sign ““ The Salerno Arms.”

NAAFT’s ““ pubs " in the Mediterranean theatre have become
household words among men of the Eighth Army, especially those
established in the Western Desert during the battles of Libya,
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania. The best-known are “ The Noah's
Atk * at El Daba—seized by the Germans, and later re-established
—** The Ship "’ at Mersa Matruh, and “ The Two Bees "’ at Bug-Bug.

Hoots, Mon !

Mr. T. H. Barber, a well-known Reading schoolmaster, and a
close neighbour of our Mr. F. Kirby, of the Delivery Department,
had an unusual experience on the Synday of February 27th.

Removing the black-out in his living-room he was astounded
to find the hearth and carpet covered with soot. After clearing
up this mess he proceeded to dig for victory in the garden. Return-
ing, he found another great fall of soot had arrived, and observed
the mass was moving. On further investigation he noticed two
huge, pathetic eyes gazing at him from out of the soot. Tt was a
large brown owl which had been dislodged after the fire had been
lit, and which had tumbled down the chimney. With great care
the visitor was removed, and placed on the lawn. There he lazily
nodded, blinked, and dropped a bony beak on his filthy sooty
waistcoat, and snoozed !

For a day he was gently nursed and bathed, and then flew

*away back to his friends in Prospect Park, doubtless with a tale

of his great adventure in Sooty Land.

SEEING BLACK.

At a meeting a man held up a sheet of white paper
with a little black spot on it, and asked his audience,
“What do you see?” They all answered, “ A black
spot.” He then asked, ‘“ Why don’t you see the white ?
There is so much more white than black.”

How easy it is, when looking at others, to see a small
flaw before finding the many praiseworthy things. What
kind of eye have you? Do you see the white or the black ?




46 THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE

H. & G. SIMONDS LTD.

A SUCCESSFUL TRADING YEAR.

BREWERIES WORKING TO CAPACITY.

MR. F. A. SIMONDS ADDRESS.

The annual general meeting of H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., was
held in December at 19, Bridge Street, Reading.

Mr. John H. Simhonds, C.B., D.L., J.P. (Vice-Chairman), who
presided in the unavoidable absence through illness of the
Chairman, Mr. F. A. Simonds, read the address of the latter.

The Secretary (Mr. E. S. Phipps) read the notice convening
the meeting and the report of the auditors.

The Chairman’s address was as follows : Ladies and gentlemen,
in conformity with the practice adopted by chairmen of public
companies in these abnormal days, I propose to make my annual
speech as brief as possible and confine my remarks to reference to
leading features only. ;

The directors’ report and accounts for the financial year
which concluded on September 3oth, 1943, have been in your
possession for at least a week, and I ask you to follow precedent
and take them as read. .

The profit and loss account reveals a net profit lower by
£2,306 than that of last year.

PROVISION FOR TAXATION.

In the past it has been our practice to provide for the full+

legal liability for taxation as at the date of the balance sheet, but
in order to comply with the recent recommendations of the
Institute of Chartered Accounts, we have this year decided to

pprovide for all taxation on profits earned up to the date of the -

balance sheet and to set out as a separate reserve the estimated
liability for income tax on the current year’s profits.

The sum required to carry out this change, representing as
it does 1} years’ income tax charge, amounts to a very considerable
figure, and we have decided to provide for it by a transfer from
general reserve after taking credit for certain over-provisions made
in the past. The principal benefit resulting from the new treat-
ment will be that the charge for taxation in any future year will
be the estimated liability calculated on that year’s profits.

It has been thought a suitable opportunity, at the same time
as making this change, to display in the balance sheet the
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appropriations which it is recommended this meeting should
approve, and also to consolidate certain of the reserve accounts
with the general reserve.

SUPPLIES AND OUTPUT ALLOCATION.

Our three breweries at Reading, Bristol and Devonport
respectively, and all our bottling stores, have been working to the
limit of their capacity as dictated by the imperative calls made
upon us for man- and woman-power for His Majesty’s Forces and
munition works ; the maintenance of this output, already seriously
reduced, in Reading as elsewhere, cannot be guaranteed if we have
to submit to any further drain upon our labour resources—it
certainly cannot be augmented to meet the calls made upon us
for beers for our own Armies and those of our Allies at home and
abroad in addition to the requirements of a civil population whose
numbers, owing to war conditions, have largely increased since
1939 in areas served by us. '

The acute shortage of wines and spirits, which shows no signs
of improvement, provides an additional and cogent reason for the
demand for beers of the best qualities, a demand which can only
be partially satisfied owing to the necessity for spreading available
brewing materials over as wide a volume of output as possible.

The allocation of output of beer, or stocks of wines and spirits,
has caused and continues to cause much anxiety, but the uniform
rhythm of criticism from our customers appears to justify the
methods of distribution. Shareholders will surely not disapprove
if sympathy for those in the Forces inspires us to treat them with
a measure of liberality in this distribution.

MALTA INTEREST.

Our associated brewery in Malta, G.C., Simonds-Farsons, Ltd.,
has been enjoying a period of comparative calm since the raising
of the siege, and has resumed brewing within the limits of materials
as shipped. They have again sent us a handsome contribution in
the shape of dividends on our company’s interest in that concern :
once again may I tender our congratulations to the directors and
staff and employees in Malta. Simonds-Farsons, Ltd., are now
operating the brewery in Tripoli in conjunction with NAAFI for
the benefit of H.M. Forces throughout Tripolitania.

We have been afforded the opportunity of according a warm
welcome to the Chairman of that company, Brig.-General H.
Simonds de Brett, on his return to this country for a period of
well-earned leave and rest after his experiences during the past
four years in Malta.

The Cirencester Brewery, Ltd., 4 subsidiary company has, still
under the administration of the Cripps family, its original
proprietors, enjoyed a successful trading year.
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HOTELS AND CATERING DEPARTMENT.

Our hotels and catering department, though distracted by an
evergrowing burden of control orders and regulations, has continued
to show excellent results, and we have daily received letters of
appreciation from visitors testifying to the service provided at our
hotels under every conceivable form of handicap. We should be
ungrateful if we did not express our thanks to the Ministry of
Food officials with whom we come into contact, for helpful and
sympathetic advice at all times.

Our inability to maintain our properties in the customary
state of repair continues to cause us grave concern, but we are
creating what we hope may be adequate reserves to recondition
or rebuild when permitted to do so.

Schemes for town planning and reconstruction are having our
constant attention, and the Brewers’ Society have competent
representatives on the Home Office Committee appointed to deal
with the subject of reconstructing licensed premises.

We are daily adding to the savings effected in usage of petrol
by organising exchanges of barrelage with neighbouring brewers.
We estimate that in the past year, as compared with the year
1940-41, our firm alone has saved approximately 50,000 gallons
of petrol, apart from rubber, etc., and the exchanging brewers
have also effected considerable savings.

SOFT DRINK SUPPLIES.

We cannot too strongly urge the need for facilitiesbeing
granted for the importation or manufacture and distribution of
increased quantities of mineral waters, fruit juices and soft drinks
generally, in particular those brands in common use by our Allies
from the United States : their availability in our licensed houses
to-day would be a great attraction. - It is to be regretted that our
mineral water factory at Staines was, and in our opinion most
inadvisedly ,closed by the Government last year and supplies of
soft drinks to our houses and other trade customers seriously
curtailed.

The tenants of our licensed houses have been functioning
under innumerable handicaps, but at all times have striven to
conform with instructions issued from this office and by wvarious
authorities. In many cases the wives are carrying on most
efficiently in the absence of their husbands on service.

We completed during last winter the air-conditioning of two
large malt-houses, whereby we have been able to extend malting
operations into the summer months, thus making a useful addition
to our visible stocks of malt. We should pay a tribute of thanks
to Major G. S. M. Ashby and those concerned with him on the
success of this undertaking.
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TRIBUTE TO EXECUTIVE AND STAFF.

In conclusion, I must offer on your behalf to Mr. P. F. Knapp,
our head brewer, our warmest thanks for his successful efforts to
produce beers of uniformly good quality under adverse conditions ;
also to Mr. A. G. Richardson, our chief accountant and chairman
of the advisory council, and all members of our staff and employees,
many of them veterans with a long record of faithful service, who
have striven so loyally, day by day, early and late, to keep our
flag flying ; may the day be not far distant when we can welcome
back to their normal vocations with us those directors and staff
and employees who have for so long, too long, laid aside the pen
for the sword or clogs for tommy guns.

DIVIDENDS AND ALLOCATIONS.
1 now beg to move the following resolution :—

“ That the directors’ report and accounts for the year ended
September, 1943, be received and adopted and that having already
paid a dividend on £1,200,000 Five per cent. Cumulative Preference
stock, less income tax, for the year ended September 3oth, 1943,
and an interim dividend of 3} per cent., less income tax, on £800,000
Ordinary stock, the directors now recommend that the balance
of £253,595 15s. 2d. be appropriated as follows :—

£ yish di
To pay a final dividend on £800,000 Ordinary
stock at the rate of 141 per cent., less income
tax'(making 18 per cent. for the year) 58,000 0 o
To add to pensions reserve (making a total of
£140,000) 5,240 0 O
To add to property improvement account
(making a total of £180,000) A 11,765 9 6
To add to general reserve (making a total of
£685,000) v 60,978 1 4
To carry forward to next year ... A Dt T 1103 e M 4

£253,595 15 2

Commander H. D. Simonds, R.N., seconded the resolution,
which was carried unanimously.

The retiring directors (Major G. S. M. Ashby and Mr. L. A.
Simonds) were re-elected, and-the auditors (Messrs. Turquand
Youngs McAuliffe and Co.) were reappointed.

A cordial vote of thanks to the, Chairman of .the Company
and an expression of regret at his absence, proposed by Captain
E. T. Cripps, and seconded by Major F. H. V. Keighley, terminated
the proceedings.
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY C.H.P.).

THE DRUMMING OF THE SPOTTED WOODPECKERS.
THE BOOMING OF THE BITTERN.

One of the most characteristic sounds of spring is the drumming
of the greater spotted woodpecker, and Captain Louis Simonds tells
me he heard one of these gay-coloured birds producing this sound
about the middle of February. As the woodpecker hammers
away with his bill on a hollow branch he works with such rapidity
that the sound may be likened to that produced by drills being
worked on our roads. You can hear it at-least a quarter of a mile
from where the bird is working. I have had many a close-up view
of these birds at work and also watched them at a distance by the
aid of my field-glasses. And yet there are those who still think
that the sound is vocal. In The Times, about ten years ago, for
instance, Dr. A. G. Phear wrote that he had ““ a perfect view with
a pair of powerful field-glasses at a distance of about thirty-five
yards. When altering its note the head was uplifted and swayed
rapidly from side to side. At no time was the beak near the
structure of the tree.”

The lesser spotted woodpecker taps the trees in a similar
manner, though the resultant sounds are not so loud. On the
elms close to our Sports Ground we may hear and see these birds
at work almost any day.

MILD WINTER MONTHS.

We had unusually mild weather during January, but not
milder than it was in the January of 1884, according to the Newbury
Weekly News which, under the heading of “ Sixty Years Ago,”
records —

“ The recent mild weather has encouraged the birds to make
an early comniencement with nesting and even rearing their young.
On Tuesday a nest was found at Speen-with two young wood
pigeons just hatched. In Hamsted Park a blackbird’s nest is to
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been seen containing one egg. At Enborne a robin has already
laid five eggs, and there is also a starling’s nest with four eggs. A
correspondent from Hermitage says he saw three butterflies in his
garden on Monday.”

ABOUT A BITTERN.

And, curiously enough, in the same journal, I read that, fifty
years ago, a bittern was shot at Bradfield by Mr. Henry Hawkins.
Well do 1 remember seeing that bird for “ Harry "’ Hawkins, as we
called him, brought it down to the village. It was the first bittern
I had seen, and I was greatly interested. 1 have had only
occasional views of this rare bird since those far-off days. It utters
weird notes known as booming or bellowing—so strange that some
country folk think the sound is produced by the bird thrusting its
beak into a reed, mud or water. I have listened to it in the water
meadows in the stillness of the night, and I have heard no voice
more strange, even in the wilds. :

By the way, I found a linnet’s nest in our Sports Ground on
February 1gth.

GULL SWALLOWS PERCH.

I have been writing of warm spells this winter, but, my word !
we have had some cold winds, too, and the gulls, which we welcomed
in the severe winter of 18gs5, have been on the increase ever since,
and seem to come further and further inland to enjoy our
hospitality. How graceful they are on the wing, and I often spend
a few minutes watching them on and over the Kennet by the
Brewery. I was fishing up the Thames recently, one very cold
day, and caught a little perch. The fish had swallowed my gentles,
and I had to kill him which I did reluctantly, for he was only
about four inches long. I threw the dead fish into the water, and
no sooner had I done so than a gull swooped down, seized the fish,
and promptly swallowed it.

I hope the sharp spines on the perch’s back did not interfere
with the bird’s digestive apparatus !
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MANY INTERESTS !

You see, there are always other interests to a day's fishing
besides the actual fish you catch. And it is just as well, for on
this cold day I was angling for six hours. I had only five * bites
and landed but two fish, not one of them sizeable. But this, of
course, was an exceptionally bad day and proves what every
experienced angler knows, that fish, such as roach, will nof feed
when a cold nor’-easter is blowing.

AN EASY ‘' CATCH.”

But, as I say, there are asides even to such a day. A couple
of fellows, not fishermen, were strolling up the path towards me
when something suddenly attracted their attention in the water-
It was a float bobbing about near the bank. They caught hold of
the line attached to it and, lo and behold, on the end of that line
was a 53-lb. pike which they pulled wriggling on to the bank.

Some unlucky angler had lost his tackle on the fish, probably
the day before.

TWO HUNDRED FATHOMS DEEP !

As one sits by the river bank one marvels at the wonders of
nature. What is happening to the eels, for instance, during these
winter months. After spending some years in fresh water we know
that they return to spawn in the sea, probably at a depth of two
hundred fathoms. The little eels, or elvers as they are called,
visit our rivers by millions during the spring. Now, with regard
to the migration of birds we are convinced that the young find
their way here by accompanying others that have previously made
the journey. But this cannot apply to eels, for the parent eels
never return.

LIFE HISTORY OF THE SALMON.

And then, if we cannot catch salmon in the Thames, we can
think about them and recall our experiences on salmon rivers.
Fancy, the life history of every salmon is indelibly written on
almost every one of its scales. You can tell what length of time
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it remained in the river, the date at which it migrated to the sea,
how long it remained there, and how often it spawned.

Salt water is fatal to the eggs of the salmon, though essential
to the spawn of eels. It is a moot point whether salmon actually
feed in fresh water. They do not really require nourishment
for they accumulate such a vast store of fat in the sea that it is
sufficient to sustain them for many months in the rivers.

VARIED NAMES.

Salmon are known by various names during the different
stages of their growth. They are alevins when newly hatched.
When they show round about a dozen prominent bluish marks on
each side they are parr, and continue as such until they are over
two years of age and about six inches in length. The fish are
smolts when about to go down to the sea, and have lost their parr
markings. Grilse are fish that visited the sea as smolts the previous
season and are now about three years of age. They may spawn
in our rivers as grilse or they may have passed the grilse stage in
the sea. Salmon are fish beyond the grilse stage and kelts are
salmon that are “‘ spent " after spawning.

What an interesting history !

THE OBELISK, MARKET PLACE, READING.

The history of the above monument has recently come into
our possession, and is reprinted below :—

“ The Gift of Edward Simeon—(born at the old house in
The Forbury, still standing), erected from a design by the eminent
architect, Sir John Soane.

“ Simeon became a Director of the Bank of England. He
left an endowment to maintain and light the monument ‘ for ever.’
The income from the endowment is larger than necessary, and the
Trustees pay a yearly contribution to the Queen Victoria Nursing
Institute. The base has three compartments, viz., The Borough
Arms, The Arms of the Founder, and a brass plate with inscription
recording the date of erection, 1804. The groups of ornaments
at the corners represent the Fasces and Axes carried before the
Roman Consuls as tokens of supreme power—apparently a great
compliment to the Corporation.”

(The above history was kindly contributed by G. W. Smith,
Esq., late local Director of Messrs. Barclays Bank Limited, Reading.)






