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MR, P. E. LUKER.

Take u little wine for thy stomachs sake and thin: oft
in/irmitiesf-The Bible.

In selecting the portrait for our irontispiece in this issue, we
turn to the Cask Department at Reading in which Mr. P. E. Luker
has served since entering the Firm’s employ in 19r6.

the responsible position he
now holds through solid industry and intensive application to the
work oi the Department. He bas always recognised the great
importance attaching to the records of the enonnous and valuable
stock of casks, which have become of even greater importance
owing to increasing difficulty of replacing those lost. His duties
have become more arduous by the abandonment oi the system of
recording individual numbers, and by exchange oi trade between
breweries under zoning restrictions, The reduction of staff has
also contributed to the heavy responsibilities now resting upon
Mr. Luker, who, however, shoulders his additional burdens and
longer hours with commendable fortitude and a resignation to the
inevitable, He has a thorough grip of the routine of the Department in which he is regarded as indispensable.
The work of the Department is not confined solely to casks,
as the vast quantities of empties received into the Brewery by rail
and road have all to be checked, signed for, and recorded,
necessitating extreme aocuracy. The fact that he is responsible
for the whole of the summaries will indicate to the staff at Branches
the magnitude of his work.
Mr. Luker has been a consistent supporter of the Brewery
football and cricket teams, He was secretary of the Football
znd Xl when the Institute League was first formed, and at one
time he was also Vice-Captain of the Cricket 2nd XI. He figured
in the famous football match between a team raised by the Cask
Department which defeated an XI representing the remainder
of the Brewery, which was a memorable event in Brewery sports.
Of a studious disposition, his personal interests are to be found in
books of travel and biography, good music and choral singing in
which he has long indulged as a member of St. Giles' and
Mr. Luker has forged his way into

'
St. Bartholomew’s choirs.
As a corporal in the First Aid Section of the A.A. Home Guard
and a member of the Brewery First Aid Party, Mr. Luker has
rendered good and efficient service.
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Srrenoxo Erronr ron Rrn Cizoss.
Our Mr. E. H. Kelly has been appointed Supervisor for the
whole of the licensed houses in Cirencester ior the Penny-a-Week
Red Cross Fund, and since November he has collected gfooo, which

He wishes me to give a word of praise
to the Licensees who have done so much to help him make this
such a success. I-le made in one night, at the Red Cross Ball he
organised with the Licensed Victuallers’ Association, £205 45, 2d.
after he had paid all expenses. He had the full support of the
Firm and with them behind him, he went full out with the resulta brilliant function and a huge success. About forty cans are
supposed to be collected once a month, but this happens about once
a week in some cases, and he says the Licensees are very keen and
bring in their cans for hirn to count and bank. And this is on
several evenings and sometimes also a Sunday job, But everyone
is very keen. In fact, it is a race to see which one can collect the
most.
Miss Mrrroizn, or THREE Mn.: Cnoss.
Mary Russell Mitford is a name that is probably only vaguely
familiar to the casual reading public, but like many other of the
lesser-known authors, her books are well written, and show a wide
knowledge of literature, writes “ P.L." Her novel " Atherton "
was not a success, proving that her matter was the Essay or
Character Study. Her skilful book oi country sketches, "Our
Village," written at Three Mile Cross, three miles south of Reading,
enjoys a. wide popularity amongst discerning readers, but another
of her works, " Belford Regis," is not quite so well known. This
book has recently been republished by T. Werner Laurie Ltd., and
can be recommended to those with even a passing interest in the
Reading of a century ago. Beltord Regis is, of oourse, Reading,
and as an impression of life amongst the tradesmen and professional
classes at that time, has few equals. Although there must have
been much that was sordid in most towns oi the size oi Reading,
Miss Mitiord does not appear to have been influenced by it, nor
is certainly a splendid effort.

‘
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by the fact that her doctor father seems to have been something
of a trial to her. On the contrary, a vein of gentle tolerance runs
through this collection of character sketches-even her portrayal
of King Harwood, an incorrigible coxcomb, gives one the impression
that in spite of his unfounded belief in himself, he had his points.
It is interesting to read these lines, and try to identify the various
camouflaged names of people, districts and houses. For instance,
one cannot place Mr. Howard and his Brewery. The only definite
li.nk with Mary Mitford extant in Reading is the house in London
Road, facing Kendrick Road, which has probably not been much
altered since the Mitfords were in residence, A commemorative
plaque has been affixed to the house by the Reading Town Council
in recognition of her writings.
“ SHARE .mn SHARE

Aims,”

Much has been leamt of life in the prisoners of war camps

from the men recently repatriated. The boredom and hopelessness,
the longing for home and regret at the waste of the best years of
life, all are izombated primarily by the personal morale of the man
himself.
Private Newman, of the Hampshire Regiment, who comes
from Newbury, tells of life in a camp near the Polish border. Three
hundred Indian N.C.Os. arrived and he is loud in the praise of
their spirit. As a result of some so-called misdemeanour the
German Commandant punished the British troops by withholding
their Red Cross parcels. Next day the Indians fomfed up and
asked for an interview with the Commandant. They refused, they
said, to accept any Red Cross parcels for themselves until the
ban was lifted from the British troops. They would not agree to
any differentiation between themselves and their British comrades
in arms.
This is but just another example of the spirit of camanzzieria
existing between British and Indian soldiers.
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REGISTERED Cusromcri.

At a canteen in Tanganyika, the NAAFI manager-a sergeant
In the R.A.S,C,/E,F.I.-opened the back door one moming and
found himself face to face with an elephant. There is nothing in
NAAFI regulations about sewing elephants, but the manager
decided he was not a registered customer and slammed the door.
Eventually the elephant moved off- robably to write to the
papers about discourteous treatment in §lAAFI.
_

NAAFI INVENIS New INN Sicus.
Following its policy of giving certain overseas canteens typical
English inn names, NAAFI has christened a new Middle East
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establishment " The Combined Amis," Another of the NAAFI
overseas canteens built to resemble an English inn, complete with
hanging sign, has been named " The Pink Elephant." A cut-out
elephant is suspended from an ami outside, A bomb-damaged
NAAFI at Salerno bore a sign “ The Salerno Amis.”
NAAFI’s “ pubs ” in the Mediterranean theatre have become
household words among men of the Eighth Army, especially those
established in the Western Desert during the battles of Libya,
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, The best-known are " The Noah’s
Ark " at El Daba-seized by the Germans, and later re-established
The Ship " at Mersa Matruh, and “ The Two Bees " at Buq-Buq.

-"

Hoors,

More

Mr. T. H, Barber, a well-known Reading schoolmaster, and a
close neighbour of our Mr. F. Kirby, of the Delivery Department,
had an unusual experience on the Sunday of February 27th.

Removing the black-out in his living-room he was astounded
to find the hearth and carpet covered with soot. After clearing
up this mess he proceeded to dig for victory in the garden, Return'
ing, he found another great fall of soot had arrived, and observed
the mass was moving. On further investigation he noticed two
huge, pathetic eyes gazing at him from out of the soot. It was a
large brown owl which had been dislodged after the fire had been
lit, and which had tumbled down the chimney, With great care
the visitor was removed, and placed on the lawn. There he lazily
nodded, blinked, and dropped a bony beak on his filthy sooty
waistcoat, and snoozed!
For a day he was gently nursed and bathed, and then flew
away back to his friends in Prospect Park, doubtless with a tale
of his great adventure in Sooty Land.

SEEING BLACK,
At a meeting a man held up a sheet of white paper
with a little black spot on it, and asked his audience,
They all answered, "A black
" What do you see? "
spot." He then asked, " Why d0n't you see the white?
There is so much more white than black
How easy it is, when looking at others, to see a small
flaw before finding the many praiseworthy things. What
kind of eye have you? Do you see the white or the black ?

i
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G. SIMONDS LTD,

A SUCCESSFUL TRADING YEAR,

BREWERIES WORKING To

caracrty.

MR. F. A, SIMONDS' ADDRESS.

The annual general meeting of H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., was
held in December at 19, Bridge Street, Reading.
Mr. john H. Simonds, C,B., D.L., ].P. (Vice-Chairman), who
presided in the unavoidable absence through illness of the
Chairman, Mr. F, A. Simonds, read the address of the latter.
The Secretary (Mr, E. S. Phipps) read the notice convening
the meeting and the report of the auditors.
The Chairman’s address was as follows Ladies and gentlemen,
in conformity with the practice adopted by chairmen of public
companies in these abnormal days, I propose to make my annual
speech as brief as possible and confine my remarks to reference to
leading ieatures only.
The directors’ report and accounts for the financial year
which concluded on September 3oth, 1943, have been in your
possession for at least a week, and I ask you to follow precedent
and take them as read.
_
The profit and loss account reveals a net profit lower by
£2,306 than that of last ycar.
:

»
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appropriations which it is recommended this meeting should
approve, and also to consolidate certain of the reserve accounts
with the general reserve.
SUPPLIES AND OUTPUT ALLOCATION.

Our three breweries at Reading, Bristol and Devonport
respectively, and all our bottling stores, have been working to the
limit of their capacity as dictated by the imperative calls made
upon us for man» and woman-power for His Majesty's Forces and
munition works the maintenance of this output, already seriously
reduced, in Reading as elsewhere, cannot be guaranteed if we have
to submit to any further drain upon our labour resources-it
certainly cannot be augmented to meet the calls made upon us
for beers for our own Armies and those of our Allies at home and
abroad in addition to the requirements of a civil population whose
numbers, owing to war conditions, have largely increased since
1939 in areas served by us.
The acute shortage of wines and spirits, which shows no signs
of improvement, provides an additional and cogent reason for the
demand for beers of the best qualities, a demand which can only
be partially satisfied owing to the necessity for spreading available
brewing materials over as wide a volume of output as possible.
The allocation of output of beer, or stocks of wines and spirits,
has caused and continues to cause much anxiety, but the uniform
rhythm of criticism from our customers appears to justify the
;

methods of distribution. Shareholders will surely not disapprove
if sympathy for those in the Forces inspires us to treat them with
a measure of liberality in this distribution.

PROVISION FOR TAxAT1oN.

MALTA INTEREST.

In the past it has been our practice to provide for the full
legal liability for taxation as at the date of the balance sheet, but
in order to comply with the recent recommendations of the
Institute of Chartered Accounts, we have this year decided to
provide for all taxation on P rofits earned u P to the date of the
balance sheet and to set out as a separate reserve the estimated
liability for income tax on the current year's profits.
The sum required to carry out this change, representing as
it does rl years' income tax charge, amounts to a very considerable
figure, and we have decided to provide for it by a transfer from
general reserve after taking crcdit for certain over~provisions made
in the past. The principal benefit resulting from the new treatment will be that the charge for taxation in any future year will
be the estimated liability calculated on that year's profits.
It has been thought a suitable opportunity, at the same time
as making this change, to display in the balance sheet the

Our associated brewery in Malta, G.C., Simonds-Farsons, Ltd.,
has been enjoying a period of comparative calm since the raising
of the siege, and has resumed brewing within the limits of materials
as shipped. They have again sent us a handsome contribution in
the shape of dividends on our company's interest in that concem
once again may I tender our congratulations to the directors and
staff and employees in Malta. Simonds-Farsons, Ltd., are now
operating the brewery in Tripoli in conjunction with NAAFI for
the benefit of H.M. Forces throughout Tripolitania.
We have been afforded the opportunity of according a warm
welcome to the Chaimian of that company, Brig.-General H.
Simonds de Brett, on his return to this country for a period of
well-eamed leave and rest aiter his experiences during the past
four years in Malta.
The cifeneescer Brewery, Ltd., J subsidiary company ms, sun
under the administration of thc Cripps family, its original
proprietors, enjoyed a successful trading year.
I
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HOTELS AND cATERiNo DEPARTMENT,

TRIBUTE To EXECUTIVE Aim sTA1=E.

Our hotels and catering department, though distracted by an
evergrowing burden of control orders and regulations, has continued
to show excellent results, and we have daily received letters of
appreciation from visitors testifying to the service provided at our
hotels under every conceivable form of handicap. We should be
ungrateful if we did not express our thanks to the Ministry of
Food officials with whom we come into contact, for helpful and
sympathetic advice at all times.
Our inability to maintain our properties in the customary
state of repair continues to cause us grave concem, but we are
creating what we hope may be adequate reserves to recondition
or rebuild when permitted to do so.
Schemes for town planning and reconstruction are having our
constant attention, and the Brewers' Society have competent
representatives on the Home Office Committee appointed to deal
with the subject of reconstructing licensed premises.
We are daily adding to the savings effected in usage of petrol
by organising exchanges of barrelage with neighbouring brewers,
We estimate that in the past year, as compared with the year
194o»4r, our firm alone has saved approximately 50,000 gallons
of petrol, apart from rubber, etc., and the exchanging brewers
have also effected considerable savings.

In conclusion, I must offer on your behalf to Mr, P. F. Knapp,
our head brewer, our warmest thanks for his successful efforts to
produce beers of uniformly good quality under adverse conditions
also to Mr. A. G. Richardson, our chief accountant and chairman
of the advisory council, and all members of our staff and employees,
many of them veterans with along record of faithful service, who
have striven so loyally, day by day, early and late, to keep our
flag flying may the day be not far distant when we can welcome
back to their normal vocations with us those directors and staff
and employees who have for so long, too long, laid aside the pen
for the sword or clogs for tommy guns.

sorr Drunk

SUPPLIES,

We cannot too strongly urge the need for facilities’being
granted for the importation or manufacture and distribution of
increased quantities of mineral waters, fruit juices and soft drinks
generally, in particular those brands in common use by our Allies
from the United States their availability in our licensed houses
to-day would be a great attraction. It is to be regretted that our
mineral water factory at Staines was, and in our opinion most
inadvisedly ,closed by the Government last year and supplies of
soft drinks to our houses and other trade customers seriously
1

;

;

olvroENDs AND ALLocATloNs.
I now beg to move thc following resolution

:f

“That the directors‘ report and accounts for the year ended
September, 1943, be received and adopted and that having already
paid a dividend on £I,zoo,ooo Five per cent, Cumulative Preference
stock, less income tax, for the year ended September 3oth, 1943,
and an interim dividend oi 3; per cent., less income tax, on £8oo,ooo
Ordinary stock, the directors now recommend that the balance
of £253,595 ISS. zd. be appropriated as follows :A
S.

To pay a final dividend on £800,000 Ordinary
stock at the rate of 14; per ccnt., less income
tax (making 18 per cent. for the year)
To add to pensions reserve (making a total of
£14o,ooo)

To add to property improvement account
(making a total of £r8o,ooo)
To add to general reserve (making a total of
£685,ooo)
To carry forward to next year

curtailed.
The tenants of our licensed houses have been functioning
under innumerable handicaps, but at all times have striven to
conform with instructions issued from this office and by various
authorities. In many cases the wives are carrying on most
efficiently in the absence of their husbands on service.
We completed during last winter the air-conditioning of two
large nialt~houses, whereby we have been able to extend rnalting
operations into the summer months, thus making a useful addition
to our visible stocks of malt. We should pay a tribute of thanks
to Major G. S. M. Ashby and those concemed with him on the
success of this undertaking.

£
58,000

0

5,240

o

11,765

9

69,978
ro8,612

4

I

£253»595 I5

Commander H. D, Simonds, R.N,, seconded the resolution
which was carried unanimously.
The retiring directors (Major G. S, M. Ashby and Mr. L.A
Simonds) were re-elected, and-the auditors (Messrs, Turquand
Youngs McAuliffe and Co.) were reappointed.
A cordial vote of thanks to the, Chairman of -thc Company
and an expression of regret at his absence, proposed by Captain
E. T. Ciipps, and seconded by Major F. H, V. Keighley, terminated
the proceedings.
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THE BOOMING OF THE BITl'ERN_

.

Mr1.r> WINTER MoN'rr~rs.

We had unusually mild weather during january, but not
milder than it was in the January of 1884, according to the Newbury
Weekb; News which, under the heading of "Sixty Years Ago,"
"

:»

The recent mild weather has encouraged the birds to make

an early commencement with nesting and even rearing their young.
On Tuesday a nest was found at Speenwith two young wood
pigeons just hatched. In Hamsted Park a blackbird’s nest is to

5r

been seen containing one egg. At Enbome a robin has already
laid five eggs, and there is also a starling's nest with four eggs. A
correspondent irom Hermitage says he saw thrce butterflies in his
garden on Monday."
Alzour

One of the most characteristic sounds of spring is the drumming
of the greater spotted woodpecker, and Captain Louis Simonds tells
me he heard one of these gaycoloured birds producing this sound
about the middle oi February. As the woodpecker hammers
away with his bill on aiwuow branch he works with such rapidity
that the sound may be likened to that produced by drills being
worked on our roads. You can hear it at-least a quarter of a mile
from where the bird is working. I have had many a close-up View
of these birds at work and also watched them at a distance by the
aid of my field»glasses. And yet there are those who still think
that the sound is vocal. In The Times, about ten years ago, for
instance,_Dr. A. G. Phear wrote that he had “ a perfect View with
a pair of powerful iield-glasses at a distance of about thirty-five
yards. When altering its note the head was uplifted and swayed
rapidly from side to side. At no time was the beak near the
structure of die tree."
The lesser spotted woodpecker taps the trees in a similar
manner, though the resultant sounds are not so loud. On the
elms close to our Sports Ground we may hear and see these birds
at work almost any day.

records
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And, curiously enough, in the same journal, I read that, fifty
years ago, a bittern was shot at Bradfield by Mr. Henry Hawkins.
Well do I remember seeing that bird for " Harry ” Hawkins, as we
mlled him, brought it down to the village. It was the iirst bitteru
I had seen, and I was greatly interested. I have had only
occasional views of this rare bird since those far-off days. It utters
weird notes known as booming or bellowing-so strange that some
country folk think the sound is produced by the bird thrusting its
beak into a reed, mud or water. I have listened to it in the water
meadows in the stillness of the night, and I haverheard no voice
more strange, even in the wilds,
i

By the way, I found a linnet's nest in our Sports Ground on
Febnrary rgth.
cum. swALLows

PERCH.

I have been writing of warm spells this winter, but, my word

I

wc have had some cold winds, too, and the gulls, which we welcomed
in the severe winter of 1895, have been on the increase ever since,
and seem to come further and further inland to enjoy our
hospitality. How graceful they are on the wing, and I oiten spend
a few minutes watching them on and over the Kennet by the
Brewery. I was fishing up the Thames recently, one very cold
day, and caught a little perch. The fish had swallowed my gentles,
and I had to kill him which I did reluctantly, for he was only
about four inches long. I threw the dead fish into the water, and
no sooner had I done so than a gull swooped down, seized the fish,
and promptly swallowed it.
I hope thc sharp spines on the perch's back did not interfere

with the birds digestive apparatus

Y
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You sec, there are always other interests to a day's fishing
besides the actual fish you catch. And it is just as well, for on
this cold day I was angling for six hours. I had only five " bites "
and landed but two fish, not one of them sizeable. But this, of
course, was an exceptionally bad day and proves what every
experienced angler knows, that fish, such as roach, will nal feed
when a cold nor'-easter is blowing.
Ax EAs‘1 " CATCH."

But, as I say, there are asides even to such a day. A couple
of fellows, not fishermen, were strolling up the path towards me
when something suddenly attracted their attention in the waterIt was a float bobbing about near the bank. They caught hold of
thc line attached to it and, lo and behold, on the end of that line
was ri 5;-lb. pike which they pulled wriggling on to the bank.
Some unlucky angler had lost his tackle on the fish, probably
the day before.
'two

HUNDRED Farr-roms

mace!

As one sits by the river bank one marvels at the wonders of
nature. What is happening to the gels, tnr instance, during these
winter months. After spending some years in fresh water we know

that they return to spawn in the ses, probably at n depth of two
hundred fathoms. The little eels, or elvers as they are called,
visit our rivers by millions during the spring. Now, with regard
to the migration of birds we are convinced that the young find
their way here by accompanying others that have previously made
the journey. But this cannot apply to r-els, for the parent eels
never return,

use insroiw or rim
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And then, if we cannot catch salmon in the Thames, we can
think about them and recall our experiences on salmon rivers.
Fancy, the life history of every salmon is indelibly written on
almost every one of its scales. You can tell what length of time
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it remained in thc river, the date at which it migrated to the sea,
how long it remained there, and how often it spawned.
Salt water is fatal to the eggs of the salmon, though essential
to the spawn of eels. It is a moot point whether salmon actually
feed in fresh water. They do not really require nourishment
for they accumulate such a vat store of fat in the sea that it is
sufficient to sustain them for many months in the rivers.
vnnnzn Names.
Salmon are known by various names during the different
stages of their growth. They are alevins when newly hatched.
When they show round about a dozen prominent bluish marks on
each side they are parr, and continue as such until they are over
two years of age and about six inches in length. The fish are
smolts when about to go down to the sea, and have lost their parr
markings. Grilse are fish that visited the sea as smolts the previous
season and are now about three years of age. They may spawn
in our rivers as grilse or they may have passed the grilse stage in
the sea. Salmon are fish beyond the grilse stage and kelts are
salmon that are “ spent " after spawning.
What an interesting historyl

THE OBELISK, MARKET PLACE, READING.
The history of the above monument has recently come into
our possession, and is reprinted below
"Tlie Gift of Edward Simeon-(bum at the old house in
The Forbury, still standing), erected from a design by the eminent
architect, Sir john Soane.
He
" Simeon became a Director of the Bank of England.
left an endowment to maintain and light the monument for ever,'
The income from the endowment is larger than necessary, and the
Trustees pay a yearly contribution to the Queen Victoria Nursing
Institute. The base has three compartments, viz., The Borough
Arms, The Arms of the Founder, and a brass plate with inscription
The groups of omamcnts
recording the date of erection, 1804.
at the corners represent the Fasces and Axes carried before the
Roman Consuls as tokens of supreme power-apparently a great

:-

‘

compliment to the Corporation,"
(The above history was kindly contributed by G. W. Smith,
Esq., late local Director of Messrs. Barclays Bank Limited, Reading.)
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DEATH OF MR. W. J. H. KING,
It is with much regret we have to record the death of
Mr. William john Holdricli King, a very old and valued employee,
who passed away recently at his home in Oxford, at the-advanced
age of 86.

Born in Oxford, he was educated at St. ]ohn’s College School
for Boys, and on leaving joined the Firm at the Oxford Branch
in 1874. He was transferred to Ludgcrshall Branch at the outbreak of the 1914 War, and remained there until August, 1932,
when he retired on a well-eamed pension.
During his sojourn at Ludgershall he was a great supporter
of Church affairs, in which he always took a great interest as
also at Oxford, more especially at St. Bamabas Church. He was
also one of the pioneer members ofthe Ludgershall Sports Club,
and in his own qu_iet way always doing something for the benefit
of others who happened to be in need. Although not generally
fond of sport, he was a good walker, and thought nothing of a
“stroll” from Ludgershall to Salisbury on a Sunday, a matter
of 18 miles. He also loved travelling, and spent many holidays

on the Continent.
Mr. King's chief hobby in life was Masonry. He was initiated
into the Bertie Lodge at Oxford about the year 1896 was Assistant
Secretary of the Lodge for a number of years, and was afterwards
promoted Provincial Assistant Secretary for the Province of
Oxfordshire. On coming to Ludgershall he joined the Border
Lodge in 1917, and was Worshipful Master in the year rgag, In
1938 hc was appointed Senior Deacon (past) for the Province of
Wiltshire. In 1926 he took over the duties of Secretary of the
Border Lodge, which he carried out until the time of his death,
He was also a Founder and a Past Principal of St. Hubert Royal
Arch Chapter, Andover. His was indeed a wonderful Masonic
career, and Masonry will be all the poorer for his loss.
;

After his retirement most of his time was spent in reading,
which was chiefly biography and travel books, and he was quite
a keen stamp collector, of which he had a good collection.
We express our deep sympathy with his sister, Miss Harriet
King, in ner sad loss.
”3fF'{5G'
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BREWERY ]OT'I`INGS.
[BY

w, DUNSTER).

To all those friends who made so many enquiries regarding my
welfare during (and since) my illness in the early days of December,
I take this opportunity to tender my sincere thanks. I am only
too sorry that I was unable to write my usual notes for our last
issue.
We had a number of Christmas greetings airgraphs from those
serving in foreign parts. Mr. W. Bradford and the writer, both
received these from Lieut_ N. H. Lipsconibe (Italy). Sergt. H.
Weight sent along from Italy. L/AJC A. L. Walker wrote from thc
Middle East, and A/C K. Organ addressed his airgraph to the
General Office from the Soudan. Corpl_ D. J, Stannard, from the
wilds of Scotland, sent a. Christmas card and wished to be remembered to all.

Some while ago news was received from L/Bdr. V. S. Martin,
a prisoner of war in Italy, that he was keeping fit and well. However, since the collapse of Italy news has anne along that he is now
in Germany. Mr. Fred Smith was luckier, escaping from the prison
camp and cventually arriving in Switzerland, where he is now
interned. In si letter (tn Mr, A. E. Smith) he says his change of

address has been for the better. He was spending some weeks at
a pre-war winter sports resort, living in luxurious hotels (although
without their previous splendour). He had been tobogganing and
received a week's instruction in ski-ing, which was great fun. The
country was really beautiful, but in spite of it all he preferred the
rolling Berkshire Downs and Old Father Thames. They were able
to hear the news now which they followed very closely. "Good
wishes to everyone," he concludes.
Sergt, H. Weight wields a very descriptive pen and in a letter
to Mr. L. Doe, from North Africa, mentions he recalls the “old
times" in the Delivery Office and often day-dreams about them.
They were able to purchase a French brewed beer for 1/- a bottle
and although wet and bubbly he considered it bewitched water.
They had hadlsome Scotch ale which was good, Melons were
about the best thirst-quenchers and sold by weight, costing between
4/- and 5/- each, Water was very precious and was chlorinated
by the authorities. Finishing up, he says, 'Keep the books up to
scratch and the i.nk~pots full because it won't be long before the
noisy ones are back again." He has since been moved on to Italy,
and in an airgraph to W.D. says he is quite fit. Letters are, in his
opinion, the most valuable cargo of the war and he was receiving
quite a lot. One " blessing " was that they co\1ld obtain a bottle
of whisky for 8,"6, but they had to queue up for it.
‘
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L/A/C L. Walker, writing from the Middle East, says he is
quite well and, although it was very hot where he was, they were
managing quite O.K. He was brimful of confidence that the war
would not last many more years!
S. H. Treacher (recently promoted to L/Sergt.) writes from Italy
to his friend, Mr. H. Treadgold, to say he is quite well, although
the weather was pretty bad with gales and min. He had seen
Lieut. N. H. Lipscombe only twice since he had been in Italy.
G. Harding, whom many \vi]l remember in the General Oifice,
writes to Mr. E. Hiscock from America to say he is quite well and
stationed at a town about the same size as Reading. The camp is
good and the food, too. Approaching New York on the way out
was a sight he well remembers, with all the bright lights shining.
Sweets were not rationed over there and they were able to get
chocolate. Cigarettes were cheap, The American people were
very good to them and everyone in the camp was invited out to
different people's homes for Christmas.
L/A/C _|, Knight writes from India (he was for some time in
Ceylon) to say he is quite well, and he wished to be remembered to
all friends at The Brewery.
Petty Officer S. Brunsdon, writing from Aden, welcomes
receipt of THE Hor LEAF GAZETTE. He mentions he is very fit,
in spite of the heat, and would like to be remembered to all at
I-I. 81 G.S. Ltd.
A/CI K. Organ, writing from the Sudan, says the weather
changes very quickly: from 130 degrees to quite cold was usual,
and then they were glad to sit in their greatcoats. There was a
" famine " as regards spirits, and the different messes were
" fighting " as to who would have the bottle of whisky when it
arrives, and he adds “ I needn’t tell you who will get it." However, there was a consolation they did receive cases of bottled beer
now and again. He had managed to get in some cricket, football
and tennis, hut, of course, all these games were played on sandy
pitches and there are difficulties. The day he was looking forward
to was when he could put " dozens " in the wine and spirit columns
of the books at The Brewery once again.
_

’

:

:

Gunner E. L. Morgan, writing from Italy to Mr. _]. J. Cardwell,
where he says he is f\1lly occupied, wished to be remembered to all
friends here and at Devonport.
L/A/C S. G. Taylor, writing from the Middle East to Mr. W.
Bradford, says he has been receiving THE Hoe LEAF Gaznrras
regularly during the three years he has been out there. Although
he has lost many of them he has managed to keep a copy of
_
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September, 1938, i§ue, giving photos and- items of the Last peace~
time fete held at Berkeley Avenue, and it seems to have been a`
lucky charm to him. Recently he has seen Sergt. Tigar, exBreweryite, also Wallis, a former member of the Cask Office.
Altogether he has travelled thousands of miles in Palestine, Syria,
etc., and he is now back in Egypt. He managed to spend a good
Christmas there *his fourth away from home since the war started,
Mr. R. Skidmore paid us a visit and we were able to congratulate him on his recent promotion to Flying Officer. Now we
understand he is engaged as an Instructor after his many “ excursions " over the continent, or as it is usually termed “enemy

territory."
Congratulations to R. E. Wheeler on his obtaining his com~
mission as a and Lieutenant and also on his recent marriage.
We had a hurried visit from Sergt. L. W. Buckingham, who
informed us he was the father oi a baby weighing some lil lbs.,
and we took the opportunity to offer him our felicitations.
We are pleased to learn that L/A/C E. C, Grufehley has been
mentioned in despatches.
We are very sorry to hear that D. j. Lawson-who was in the
Royal Navy-has been reported missing believed killed, Previous
to joining the Navy he was a member of the Delivery Office and
was well liked. We understand he had had some most exciting
and alarming experiences during his service,
'Mr. F. Drury informs us that one of his Cooperage Department,
W, L. Vincent, has been killed in action in ltaly. He was a
Sergeant in the Royal Berkshire Regiment and had seen quite a'
lot of active service. We are sorry indeed to hear this sad news.
We have had visits from the following, and without exception
all looked fit and well :-Messrs. H. Goatley, ]. R. Roynon, J, W.
Viekery, N, L. Tott, R. _]. Lamboume, K, G, jenkins, G. Taylor,
F. Pusey, K, Jenkins, M. Rickards, J, Hillier, P. james, j. Clay
(now Sergeant) and E. Crutchley.
Two members of the General Office staff who have recently
left us for the Services are Messrs. A. Randall and T. W. Kent.
We have had a visit from A. Randall in his R.A.F. blue and
certainly he does look well, It would seem he is likely to have
to go in for some examinations~he has already passed one»-and
would progress aocordingly.
ln the matter of Tom Kent we were very surprised to know
he had been called up, especially in view of his many activities
and particularly so as regards our First Aid Party. Being a
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member of St. john Ambulance for over zo years he was chosen
as the leader of our First Aid Party and he had worked very hard
in that connection since 1938 and all of us knew of the excellenoe
of his work. On the eve of his departure for the Anny a wellattended meeting at the First Aid Post assembled to witness the
presentation to him of a wallet (with treasury notes inside) and a
shaving mirror which`had been subscribed for by the members
of thc party. Capt. A. S. Drewe, who made the presentation, in his
remarks spoke of the wholehearted endeavour of Mr. Kent and the
splendid way the First Aid Party had functioned, which in no small
measure was due to his knowledge and enthusiasm. Mr. Kent
suitably replied, and the conclusion was marked by the singing of
"For he's a jolly good fellow."
We were glad to welcome back to duty Mr. H. Osbome, who
had a very serious breakdown in health. It is pleasing to record
that he is in excellent health once again.
News has been received from H. Drury, who is a prisoner in
the hands of the Japanese, that he is in Thailand, that he is working
for pay and that he is quite well.
A good old stalwart and a. good friend to many, _]. Kirk, passed
away last year. Always of a cheery disposition he was a tonic
as one entered the yard and gave him a call in the Yeast House.
No doubt he is sadly missed, for he was so reliable and his experience
was invaluable, The writer misses him very much and can only
add how sorry he is at the passing of such a friend.
Mr. T. Bartholomew has been granted leave for some few
months in order that he may once again get fit. For a number of
years he has had trouble with his knee and this has prevented him
from getting about as he would like and interfered with his old»time
cricket prowess.
We sadly record the passing of _Iini Champion, known to
everyone on The Brewery for his charming personality and lor his
diligence. He had been in the Transport Department lor very
many years and was well liked by everyone, and wherever he went
was always known as “_]im," Once get him started on his
motor
reminiscences of the early days of the Firm's going over to full
of
early
experiences
many
he
would
recall
cars and lorries,
interest to all. Our sincere sympathy is hereby tendered to all
his relatives in tlieir irreparable loss.
Another item of interest is that E. P. Priddy, now amember
of the R.A,F. and previously a member of the Cask Office, was
recently married to Miss G, Thatcher (now of the A.T.S.) and for
some while a member of the General Office staff.
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We take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. George T. King,
a mgmber of the Transport Department for many years, and who
has since the wa: (for a while) been back on his old job, on the recent
celebration oi his golden wedding.
We have just had a visit from Sergt. A. P. Bloomfield, now a
bomb aimer in the R,A.F., he having completed his training in
South Africa. From all accounts he has had a most wonderful
time out there, and it has done him quite a lot of good as he was
looking as fit as the proverbial fiddle.

has

We are very pleased to learn that Pilot Officer R. Skidmore
been Mentioned in Dispatches, and offer our sincere

congratulations.
A further letter has been received by Mr. C Bennett from
some A/C. R, P. Huddy in India, and he mentioned he has moved
hundreds of miles where it is much cooler, as he speaks of snowtipped mountains being near, They have two cinemas, cantecns,
Y.M.C.A. and a bazaar (where most commodities can be purchased
at " agreed " prices). Shortly opening is a " Pub " which will be
known as " Frontier Inn,” where beverages will bc obtainable,
mainly light beer. Good wishes are sent to all who know him,

Mr. H. B. Webb tells me he is fulfilling the duties of Chief
Clerk with the NAAFI. and although the methods are very
different from those at The Brewery, nevertheless he is making
good progress.

Our old friend and former First Aid Leader, Mr. Tom Kent,
after having completed his training has now been informed his
Unit will be Une R.A.S.C., and that he is coming nearer home. In
his letter to WD. he mentioned how pleased he is at this, although
he was in hopes at one time of being sent to the R.A.M,C. He was
quite well and ever so cheerful.

J. Knight, fomxerly of the Brewing Room and Maltings,
infomxs the writer that he is now back in Ceylon, and has been
promoted to Sergeant. and we oiicr him our hearty congratulations.
We were pleased tu see back, after an absence of two yeaxs,
E. Schofield (now Petty Officer in Fleet Air Arm) looking very fit,
well, and very tall, too. He has been out in the West Indies, and
informs us a bottle of rum costs (out there) 3s. 6d,, yet a ha.lI~pint
of beer is Is. od.
Another unexpected home-comer was LA/C. S, G. Taylor,
who has been all over the place in the Middle East for the last
few years, looking very fit. He had visited most places out there_
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Due to the efforts of Mrs. F, Bonham in providing on a good
number of occasions provender which pleases the eye and palate,
a goodly sum has been realised in the last few years for quite a
number of deserving causes. This last effort realised over £2 for
the Merchant Navy Fund, and thc prizes offered were one dozen
eggs, a lovely lot of onions, and a bundle of leeks. We take this
opportunity to thank Mrs. Benham for her generosity, and do
assure her that her kindness is very much appreciated.

have just received another letter from sigmn_ E. W. King
in Italy, and points from his letter nm that the weather out there
(which we have all hoard about) is simply awful, that “ V " cigarettes
are not all they should be (this has been a " bone of contention "
for a long while, and has been spoken about in the newspapers and
questions asked in Parliament), and that the Italians are certain
the war is over as far as they are concerned. I give his description
of a football match out there, and this is what he writes
I

I-

" One Sunday aftemoon I saw the craziest football match that
I've ever seen. I enjoyed it. as it was pathetically funny. Knowing how hot-tempered the Italians are, I had always marvelled at
their restraint on thc field, but my wonderment was short-lived,
for it happened in this game that seven men were sent off the field,
five from the home side and two from thc visitors. In nine cases
out of ten this was the crazy sequence of events-a. foul would
occur and the two concemed would threaten one another. A
team mate would intervene and the fouler, indignant with his
comrade, would start swinging right hooks or straight lefts until
he was sent off. I was particularly amused when one player started
talking to the referee and got so worked-up that as a sign oi
éontempt he sprang to attention and gave the Fascist salute,
previous to 'having a few bangs at the ref. himself. The
Carabiniers took this player off the field, as he appealed to the
crowd. At one time the home team sulked, and wou1du’t run
after the ball at all-then they would kick the ball out of the field
and had to be sent after it and bxing it back to the ref. And this
was a league match, wo "

The following changes and transfers have taken place during
past
few months, and to all we wish every success :-the
Yc Old Leathem Bottel, Wokingham (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)~
Mrs. N, S. Hester,
The Ostrich, Colnbrook (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)~fMr. W.
Fleckney.
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The Potters Arms, Winchmore Hill (Wheeler's Wycombe
Breweries, Ltd.)»Mr. _]. T. Culver.
The Bridge House, Theale (H. & G. Siinonds, Ltd.)-Mr. F. G.

Peach.
The Wellington Arms, Whitley (H. de G. Simonds, Ltd.)~Mr. F. Onley.
The Castle Inn, Cold Ash (H. & G. Sirnonds, l.td.)»-Mr. G. E.
Dickinson.
The Three Brewers, Wekinghern (H. & o. sirnenris, Ltd.)Mr. c. E. Clarke.
The \’Vheatshe~af and Pigeen, Staines (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)Mr. H. G. Brown.
The Cricketers, Feltham (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)-Mr. R. T.
Holloway.
The Royal Standard, Eghsrn (H. ez ci. Sixnonds, Ltd.)--Mr.
F. G. Carver.
The Wellington Arms, Baughurst (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)Mrs. M. Barlow.
The Bank Tavern, Aldershot (H. & G. Simends, Ltd.)»Mr.
W. W. A. Wood.
The Tenners Arnis, Orchard Street, Reading (H.
L¢<i.>YMrs. C. L. Brown.

as G.

Simonds,
_

The Leirnh, Lsrnhenrn (H. & G, Simonds, Lid.)-Mrs. R. E.

Staddon.
The Greyhound, Tidmarsh (H.
c. J. Brewer.

ae

o. Simonds, Ltd.)-Mr.

The Union, Ola wiriasnr (H. & G. siniends, Led.)-Mrs. M.

Gladstone.

The Foresters Arms, Eghanx (H.
I. F. L. Stuart.

& G.

Simonds, Ltd.), Mrs.

We regret to recnrd the death of Mr. Charles james Speed,
of the “ Racehorse,” Carshalton, where he had been tenant since
january, 1941.
We are sorry to record the death of Mrs. A. _]. Kay, at the age
ot og, wife of Mr. G. W. Kay, who for 16 years was the popular

licensee of the Crown Hotel, Lower Basildon, and for many years
has been a member ot the Basildon Parish Council.
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Our sympathy is hereby expressed to Mr. H. W. Baker, of the
Ship Inn, Oxford Road, High Wycombe, whose wife passed away
after much suffering.
Mr. W. G. Barlow, who died on the 18th November, 1943,
had been tenant of the Wellington Arms, Baughurst, since October,
1931, and we tender our sympathy to relatives in their loss.

the 11th December, 1943, was
the Bricklayers Arms, Newbury, since june, 1934, and
we are sorry to record his passing.
Mr. W. A. Lloyd, who died on

tenant

of

Mr. D. Zachary, who died on the 7th january, 1944, had been
tenant of the Tanne1s`Arrns, Orchard Street, Reading, since
December; 1914, a long spell, and he was well liked and respected.
The opportunity is taken to send our sincere sympathy to his
relatives in their bereavement.

Mrs. A. M. Rix, who died on the 28th january, 1944, had been
tenant of the Foresters Amis, Eghern, since r9r5, taking over the
licence on the passing of her husband. In all she had been at this
house for 34 years and was one of the best-known inhabitants of
the district, being held in high esteem by all with whom she came
into contact. Always ready to assist in deserving causes, the
spacious hall at the house was at the disposal ol organisers of
functions of werihy objects ana trade charities espeeinuy appealed
to her. In particular, the Licensed Victuallers' School has lost a
good friend. She was extremely popular with her colleagues of
the local Licensed Victuallers' Association, all of whom will mourn

the passing ot a real friend.

Tenant of the Lamb, Lambourn, since November, 1921, Mr.
J. H. Staddon passed away on the 7th Febmary, 1944, and we send
our sympathy to all relatives in their loss.
Mr. Edward Blake, of the Vl/aterloo, Moulsford, had been at
this house since 7th April, 1905. He died on the 7th February,
1944, so had been there for just on 39 years, a vcry long innings
indeed. He will be sadly missed.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Mr. H. j. Benham on
the 1oth February, 1944. He had been tenant of the Pelican,
Pamber, since january, 1927, and we tender our sympathy to his
relatives.
We much regret to record the passing of Mr. _Iohn Wells, of
The Plough, Hermitage, on February eenei. He had been tenant
of this House since january, 1906, a very long spell.
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N,A.A_F.I.'s BEER SUPPLY TO FORCES OVERSEAS.
Supplying beer to the Allied Forces overseas provides one of
N.A.A,F.I.'s major problems to-day. Every effort is being made
to increase supply, but the difficulties are immense and fresh
obstacles present themselves at every turn.
Transport is a serious stumbling-block, but far more serious
is the shortage of labour and materials necessary for beer production
and organisation of supplies, For thesc and other reasons sufficient
quantities to meet the Forces' needs are not always available.
Most of the beer consumed by troops overseas is of Canadian
origin, although some comes from Australia and tome, of course,
from the United Kingdom. N.A.A.F.I. obtains beer from seven
different brewers in Canada, and from twelve in the United
Kingdom, and it is estimated that well over 4,800,000 quart bottles
of beer per month are exported from Canada, and qoo,ooo per
month from the Unitcd Kingdom, for use in N,A.A.F.I_ canteens
overseas. In addition, draught beer is shipped to places where the
return of casks can be guaranteed.
In many theatres of war beer for the troops is brewed locally,
and in view of the shortage of shipping space local resources are
exploited wherever possible, N,A,A.F.l, has built or taken control
of various breweries in occupied areas where there has been the
greatest need. One of the best known is in Tripoli in fact, limited
supplies of beer Were available at this establishment within seventeen days of our occupation of the tovm, and to»day this brewery
has achieved an output of 14o,ooo bottles a week. Therc are two
more N.A.A.F.I_ brewcries in Egypt and others in Palestine, Syria,
Teheran and Asmara, and recently breweries have been put into
operation in Sicily and Italy, The beer position in Italy is rapidly
improving, and despite continuous bombing of the city, a brewery
in Naples still stands, and this N.A.A.F.I. is putting into working
order. Bottled beer, mostly from Canada, is arriving regularly
into the country at the rate of four bottles per head per month,
and in Bari local beer is available from the N.A.A.F.I, brewery.
It is interesting to note that yeast for the manufacture of beer
in many of these establishments has to be flown in ice from Cairo.
Before N.A.A.F.I_ can brew any beer at all, however, materials
and ingredients must be obtained-malt, sugar, bottles, glasses,
corks, cases, wood and nails and in countries at war these are often
in short supply,
Wood used in the manufacture of beer barrels is imported from
America and is scarce both at home and abroad, N_A.A.F.I.
organises salvage drives and insists upon the prompt return, in good
condition, of all empty beer casks and bottles.
;

;
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The shortage of drinking glasses in the Middle East was
extremely acute until N.A.A.F,I. relieved the situation by cutting
down empty beer bottles and converting them into attractive half'
pint mugs. This operation necessitated the setting up of small
factories, where the tops of the bottles are cut off, the cut edges
smoothed with blow lamps, and the lower portions polished. The
result is most satisfactory, and the present output of these glass
tankards is well over two thousand a day. N.A.A.F.I. bottling
plants are among other establishments of this kind.
Keeping beer eeei, especially in the desert, provides N_A_A.F_1,
with another headache, In towns and camps, where canteens arc
static, enormous ice chests are installed These can accommodate
up to 5oo bottles. In small canvas canteens, however, this method
of cooling cannot be employed, Instead, the beer is sunk deeply
into the sand, or placed in sacks and immersed in any nearby pool
or stream. Beer is cooled in transit by hanging it in perforated
canvas bags on the sides of the vehicles, and the action of the cool
air as the vehicles travel helps to keep the temperature low. In
some areas N.A.A.F_I, uses refrigerator vans, while the larger
Middle East mobile canteens are fitted with ice-chests,

N,A,A,F.I. recognises how much the fighting man appreciates

a friendly and convivial atmosphere such as he was able to enjoy
in the " locals " at home, and in consequence has introduced
roadhouses in the Middle East which resemble, and are named after,
English " pubs," These are scattered at intervals on the desert

highways, and many of them were the centre of exciting incidents
during the North African campaign. Among the more famous of
these inn-canteens are the “ Noah’s Ark " at El Daba, “ The Ship "
at Mersa Matruh, "The Two Bees " at Buq»Buq, and “ The Half
Moon " at Sidi Barrani. Each one carries an inn-sign like that of
any country " pub " at home, and all have served as meeting places
for officers and men of the Sth Amiy, as well as N.A.A.F,I./`E.N.S.A.
performers and war correspondents. For a long time only soft
drinks were sold in these canteens, but the demand for beer was so
great that the official ban was lifted at N.A.A.F.I.'s instigation
and beer was placed on sale for those who needed it. It is a great
comfort to the Forces to know that at these " drivers' breaks ”
they can always find ice-cold beer and refreshments after a hot and
dusty ride through the desert.
In contrast to the heat and dust of the desert, the Frozen North
makes similar claims on N.A.A.F.I. At the beginning of the war
our troops in Iceland were unable to obtain any good bcer. Iceland
is a prohibition area, and the law demanded that no beer should be
sold which contained more than 2% alcohol. The extremely weak
beer produced locally was not at all popular, and N.A.A.F.I. set
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itself the task of surrnounting the difficulty. The Officer Commanding the N.A.A.F.l. force in Iceland approached the Icelandic
Prime Minister and after consultations it was agreed that the law
should be amended, permitting N.A.A.F.I. to import English beer
and to arrange for the local manufacture of an ale brewed on English
‘lines This beer was to be sold only to British and American troops.
The local-brewed British style beer-" Polar Beer ”-has now
gained considerable favour with the men in Iceland. In fact,
Iceland water is discovered to be one of the best in the world for
brewing beer of this kind,
It is not only abroad that beer shortage occurs. At home,
canteens sometimes experience a local shortage, althopgh on a
comparatively small scale, Generally speaking, the demands on
N .A.A.F_I. for beer exceed the supplyfdue to increased consumption by civilians, particularly among those who liked "short "
drinks and can no longer obtain or afford them, and those thousands
of women who drank only an occasional glass of wine before the war,
but who are now engaged on heavy work and prefer a long drink.
To ensure that beer in N.A.A.F.I. canteens is handled correctly,
and empty casks and bottles are salvaged in good condition, staff
are issued with frequent instructions dealing with the care of beer.
They are also advised that the keeping quality of draught beer
to»day is limited, and that steps must be taken to prevent it from
turning sour,
Do the Women's Services consume inordinate quantities of
beer? This seems to be the general view, yet recently when a
N.A.A_F.I. official toured canteens serving the W.R.N.S,, A_T.S.
and W.A.A,F., it was found that in canteens conducted for women
only little or no beer is drunk, and that in mixed canteens the
amount consumed is relatively small.

llor
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Lindt-r the influence of congenial company men and women
frequently speak freely on xnattcrs they have seen or heard, ln
me interests of the safety of the realm and the common interest
of all its Citizens this must, if retired, hc discouraged. It may be
necessary to report to the police any persistent offenders in order
that they may be dealt with officially and effectively. Licensees
have done good service to the community throughout the war and
their conduct has deservedly received high praise from the
zuithorities, and they will add to their laurels if they will now give
special attention to this most urgent and tremendously important
matter.
In these supremely vital days rec our watchword be
SECURITY !! SECURITY ll!
SECURITY

C.B.

THE LATE MR. JAMES CHAMPION.

G C

THE SECURITY OF THE REALM.
IMPORTANT.
The next few months are vital to the Armed Forces of this
country and her Allies. lt is, therefore, more than cver necessary
to be specially on our guard against " Carele§ Talk." We may
ohservc that certain preparations are being made, or infomiation
may reach us which is of military importance, but we-must all be
particularly careful never to talk about such things. Carclcssness
in this direction may well cost the lives of many of our officers and
men. lt is possible that there is some loose talking in licensed
houses and it is therefore the duty of every licensee, or manager,
of a licensed house, also all their assistants, to be keenly watchful
and to use every endeavour to keep in check all such conversation.

It B with great regret we have to record the death of Mr. james
Champion, who started \vork in the Stables at the Brewery in 1907
and was a popular figure on the concert platform, often in partnership with Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Champion scored a great success with
his humorous song extolling the virtues of gravy. He also achieved
success as a gardener, In 1914 he participated in thc Great War
and was for five months in a military hospital. Returning to the
Brewery, he was looked upon as one of our most efficient lorry
drivers and drove the first motor lorry brought into use by the
Firm.
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OF WISDOM.

Let thosc wl\0 will sneer at the women oi England. \Ve who
have to do the work and iight the battle of liic know the inspiration
which we derive from their counsel, their tenderness-and, but too
often, from their compassion and their forgiveness. There is, l
doubt hui, still left in England many 3 muh with chivalry and
patriotism enough to challenge the world to show so perfect a
<pl»¢uu@u of humanity as fr cultivated British u~umuu_

What can a mzln do more than /11? for his countrymen?
Live lor them. lt is a longer work, and therefore a more
difficult und a nobler one.
The rnystics think it wrong to love any created thing, because
our Whole love should be given to God. But as flame increases by
being applied to many objects, so docs love. He who loves God
most loves Gods creatures most, and them for Gods sake, and
God for their sake.

It is always when the game is played that we discover me
fuush of the result.

It

is

much easier to be critical than to he correct.

Turtle makes all meu equal.

Perhaps time is nothing more lovely than the love of two
beuuiirul women who are uuc jealous of each olher's charms.

-The legacy of her-ues-the meuiury of
inheritance of a great example.
There was great regret at The Brewery when it was learned
of the Royal Berkshire Regiment, had
HCUODA
cooper,
under Mr. Drury, he was greatly
been killcd ‘U
respected by his colleagues, and he had a host of other friends.
Sergt. Vincent married during the war, and our greatest sympathy
gaps out to the sorrowing widow and to his parents who live at

that Scrgt, william Vincent,

on.

u

To he conscious that you arc ignorant
knowledge.

great uame and the

is

a great step to

What a wise physician was Eiisculapiusi Physic was his
abhorrenco_ l-lc never was known evcr to have prescribed a drug.
When he visited Proserpirle, he neither examined her tongue nor
felt her pulse, but gave her an account of a fancy ball, which he
had attended the last evening he passed on terra fimia.-LORD
BEAcoNsl=rer,D.
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Ignorance never settles a question.
Courage

is

God made man in His own image but the public is made
by newspapers, members of Parliament, excise officers, and poor
law guardians,-Loan BEAcoNsriE1_o_
;

' Notwithstanding Solomon, in a race speed must win.
Tact does not remove difficulties, but difficulties melt away
under tact.
Woman, alone can organise a drawing-room: man succeeds
sometimes in a library.

A GREAT THOUGHT.

or

"

On December Ist, Messrs. H. & G. Simonds, Ltd, took over
the control of tho Batli Arms Hotel, Warminstcr, \Viltshire, and on
March gth the control of the George Hotel, Somerset. This means
that the Finn now have a representative catering establishment in
each of the ten counties of Southem England.

In these hotels r,ooo,ooo meals are being served per annum,
and over 80,000 visitors accommodated in bedrooms, In the
Bath Arms there is accommodation for 30 residents, and there are
most comfortable public rooms and bars. And, needless to say,
the fumishings will be brought up to the high standard for which
the Firm is famed. There are two acres of kitchen garden at the
Bath Arms, and from this produce will be brought to the kitchen
and to the table in all its freshness. Within a short distance is
an I8-hole golf course, while the angler will be able to indulge in
his favourite sport on the River Wylye.
Mr. and Mrs, P, Nunn, who have managed the hotel for the

ROMANCE.

some my that the spin: of ,Umm is dm. The spin: of
romance will never die as lung as there is a mari ltjl to see that the
world might and can be better, happier, wiser, fairer in ah things
than it is now. The spirit of romance will newer div as long as a
ma/i has faith in God to believe that the world wih actually be better
and fairer than it is now, as long as men have faith, however weak,
to believe in the rnrname of all romances, in the wonder of all u/onders,
in that of which poets’ dreams have been but childish hints and :lim

/arqbtzfngswta
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NEW HOTELS TAKEN OVER IN
WILTS AND SOMERSET.

fire, and bullying is smoke.
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That one .iam faroff were
Towards which the whole creation rn/n/es,"

that u/trader whirh our Lord Hirnseh' has bade us pray for as for oar
deity mga, " Fahey, Thy leingriorn mae, Thy will be done on eairh
as it is in heaven."-CHARLES KrNGSLEY_

past five years, are continuing under the Hop Leaf banner,
The George Hotel, Frome, is a well-known hostelry in the
centre of the town, The house must be well-known to many
travellers in happier days because of is situation. About Ioo miles
from London, it is a good place at which to break the journey to
the far West Country. The George has accommodation for
30 visitors, and there are spacious bars and public rooms, also a
ballroom. With a great past and present, the George would appear
to be going to have an even greater future. It caters f0r° those
who know and make this little town a halting place, and like good
food, comfortable, clean and well-ventilated apartments.

_

'Thc George is the principal fully licensed family and com»
mercial hotel in the town, and the headquarters of many local
clubs and associations.
Mr. and Mrs. Parker, who have been in the management of

the Bacon Arms Hotel, Newbury, for nearly seven years, have
been promoted to undertake the responsibilities of the George in
Frome, and those who have the privilege of knowing Mr. and _Mi-s.
Parker will agree that the choice is a good one.
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Exm-mr of me Gem-ge Howl, Frome.

The Lounge.

Dining Room.
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There is a bus to catch, a dash to be made into thc Under'
ground, or ir may be that the (fockney tells his story as he stands
swaying, hanging on to zi strap, with the roar of the train almost
drowning his voice.
" Bill, blowed if l ken understand this 'ore poster," said one.
One man-one
" \Vot poster? Thet 'un. Tl\et's easy
vote."
"I know," objected the first man, " but wot the devil does
ir mean, nnywaii "
“ Mean ° VVell, it means one lJ7» man, one lr-~ ~ vote "
His face cleared.
“ \Vell, blimry, why rarn't they sai so? "
‘_

ir

-u

»

-s

" Dnvr rho to the Bachelors' clnh," said a young rnan to a
taxi»driver. Arriving there, he tendered the exact fare,
The driver stared at the money, then said
" I see as yer belong ter the sime Club as yer father did, eh ? "
»r

ie

Entrance Hall.

THE LIGHTER SIDE.
ME-AGAIN "
jhcons.
A Jew who was strongly marked by race decided to change
his name. He had been born Bloom, and presented himself at
the Patent Office with the demand that his name should be changed
From

_"

BY Naomi

_

to Brown. The deed was signed and dnly delivered and paid for.
Six months later he appeared again.
" I wish to change my name to Robinson.”
" What is your name now? ”
" Henry Brown."
The official Went through the files, and said: " But, Mr.
Brown, I find that you changed your name only six months ago.
Why change it again? ”
" In confidence, I'll tell you," said Mr. `Brown, late Bloom.
Ven I tell people dot my name is Brown, they screw up their
eyes, und ask, “ Please vot vos it before you changet it ? " I have
to reply dot lt vos Bloom, If I change it to Robinson, ven they
esk, I reply, " Yes, I did change it, Before it was Brown."
A

‘

»

x

certain royal personage was exported or the barracks, and
the guard of honour was being instructed by the Cocknev sergeant,
“when 'Is Most Noble ’lghness appears at the top of the
steps you will have the order: " H’eyes right! H'as 'Is Most
Noble 'lghness moves forward yon will havewhe order ’H'eyes
front! When 'Is Most Noble 'Ighness has parssed, you will 'ave
the order~Private Brahn, wottcher larfin' 'at ? "
"I w:isn't larfin', Sergeant," protested the blushing Brown,
" reely I wasn't.”
,H
“ Ho, yus you was.
Come on. wot for
" Won, Sergeant, I larfed beoos il sounded so funny ter 'oar
Is Most Noble 'Ighness '."
you sal it over an' over
dit
it?
Well,
let me tell yer suthink-you'll be in
“ It did,
the perishin' gnard-roorn, an yor won't see the ruddy ole 'Ighncss
A

:

‘

at all, nah then."

-ir

»

x

sr

An Irishrnftli was confessing his sins. He admitted that he
had avoided paying his rent, that he had been poaching birds on
Monday, that on Tuesday he had been after the salmon, on
Wednesday llc llml snared a fine hare, and on Friday he had shot
the rent collector.
"Ah, now," says the priest, " d0n't br afther tellin' mc of
yer amusemcnts, it`s yer sins Oi’m wantin' tor hear,"
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BRANCHES.
BRIDGEND.
Since the December issue of this Magazine we have leamt
with much pleasure that the efforts of two of our tenants in
connection with "Wings for Victory " Week and Red Cross
Collections have been officially recognised.
Mr. H. Maylott, of the Vulcan Inn, Merthyr, was presented
with a Certificate of Honour for his good work in connection with
the Merthyr " Wings for Victory " Week. The target set was £5o0,
but the total realised in his house was £1,404 Ss. od. In addition,
he has organised a Red Cross Snooker Competition with very good

res\1lts.

Also Mrs. L. Thomas, wife of our tenant of the Wyndham
Airns, Neath, has received recognition for her work in connection
with the Red Cross collections. Mrs. Thomas, despite a disability
to her hands, has made toy animals, for the sale oi which she has
collected for this worthy cause over ,{40.
We extend our hearty congratulations to both these ardent

workers.

BRISTOL.
All who knew Mr. H. W, Griffin were conscious of a vcry deep
and real personal loss when the sad news of his death on Tuesday,
February 15th, became known, following many months of physical
disability so valiantly borne since his retirement from business in
March, 1942. No words of 'ours could pay adequate tribute to our
old Chief, or fully express our sorrow as the final pages were written
of a life which was so rich in example, tenacity and achievement.
i

From 1889 to 1942, when, at the age of 70, he found it
advisable to leave business worries to a younger generation,
Mr. Griffin's successive appointments from Secretary to Manager,
then to a. Directorship of Messrs. W. _l. Rogers, Ltd. (in rgog) are
complete evidence of his courage and capacity to master every task
to which lic set his heart and hand.
His grasp of this Brewery’s everyday needs and problems was
retained to a remarkable degree, even in his advancing years, and
his mature judgment, foresight and local knowledge were of
incalculable value to the parent Company from X935 Onwards.We shall always rocall with intimate pride our, alas, all too bi'ief
association with him, and feel that the seven years he gave to us
were historic in so far as this Brewery and Company are ooneemed.
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On Friday, February 18th, he was laid to rest in the Old
Churcbyard, high above the Bristol Channel, at Uphill, near
Weston-super-Mare, overlooking the channing old world residence
and garden where his happiest 'hours were spent, The Rev, S. R.
Hosbons conducted the service, and many of our colleague's dear
ones and friends were proud to pay a last tribute to one who had
indeed " fought a good fight."
The principal mourners were Mrs. H. W. Griffin (widow),
Mr. M. H. Griffin (son), Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Hibbs and Mr, and Mrs.
F. M. Hibbs (sons-in-law and daughters), Mr, G. E. Griffin, (brother),
Miss K. Blott (sister-in~law), Mr. J, Adams and Mr. E. (klzzard
(brothers-in-law), Mr. H. Hickery (nephew), Mr. ]. Stokes (cousin),
Miss H. Brown, Miss Webber, Mrs. Frith, Mr. A. P. Collett and
Mr. and Mrs. ]. Knight. Many other old colleagues attended,
while our own Board of Directors was represented by Capt. L. A.
Simonds, and that of the Cirencester Brewery, Ltd., by Mr. Wl P.
Cripps. Members of the Bristol staff present were Miss G.
Cockram, Messrs. H. H. Robertson, F. \V. Gleed, A. G. Stradling
and _]. H. Law.
Many beautiful floral tributes covered our old friend's last
resting place, and included wreaths from the Directors of H. &. G.
Simonds, Ltd., The Cirencester Brewery, Ltd., and the Staff of
jacob Street Brewery, also from the National Trade Defence
Association, the Gloucestershire Brewers' Association, and the
W.M., P.M., Officers and Brethren of Moira Lodge of Honour,

No. 326.

From many old associations in the south-west and in the
adjoining Welsh areas we have received eloquent messages testify~
ing to the value of Mr. Griifin's past work and the help which they
each reccived from him so freely. With us, they juni in paying
tribute to his memory and extending to Mrs. Griffin and every
member of the family all our sympathies in so great a loss. We
pray that the days to come may each bring a measure of consolation
to them in the conscious knowledge that so many others are sharing
their thoughts and journeying with them " down Memory Lane,"
On _january 26th, the jacob Street Brewery Canteen and
Rest Room were officially opened at 14, jacob Street, and our
Manageress, Mrs. E. Taylor, and her staff have had a busy time
ever since, catering for the requirements of those employees who
are daily taking every advantage of the facilities from 8.30 a.m. to
2.30 p.m. Over oo hot lunches were provided on each of the first
two days, and a high standard of service has by now become its
primary consideration. Both at breakfast-time and during the
midday break it has proved itself to be of immense value to this
Branch and the interests we serve.
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With Mr. H. H, Robertson as Chairman, the Committee,
selected from those who use the Canteen regularly, are fully alive
to the necessity of keeping up the high standard already attained
and making this venture worthy ‘bf the generous action of our
ever solicitous Directors in so kindly providing, equipping, and
renovating the premises for such a purpose.
We should like to record the very grateful thanks of every one
here for the immense sympathy and practical consideration with
which they have always dealt with this question of staff comfort
and well»being, whenever it has been possible, These rest»rooms,
dining-rooms, well-equipped kitchen and other facilities now
available represent a great advance to Bristol Hop Leaf enthusiasts,
and we have no doubt of success, thanks in the main to the
sponsors, users and last, but by no means least, to the untiring
Manageress and staff.
Our very sincere thanks to you all
SALISBURY,

rms. r,

R, GARLAND.

We regret to reoord the passing away of Mrs, Garland on
Monday, February zxst,
Mrs. Garland is the widow of the late Mr. T. R, Garland, who
was Manager at our Salisbury Branch for many years. Her end
came rather suddenly on Monday night, although she had been in
indifferent health for some time, following the death of her brother.
Mrs, Garland took an energetic part in the conduct of The
Fisherton Arms during her husband’s lifetime, and her death will
be deplored by a wide circle of friends in the district.

FARNBOROUGH.
We regret to record the sudden death of Mr. G. E. Davis,
which occurred at his home on Thursday, December 16th, 1943.
The late Mr. Davis joined the Firm at the old Queens Road otlices
in 1895, and after a few years’ clerical work he was made military
representative in the Aldershot Command, a position he held until
the outbreak of the present hostilities, when he once more came
"inside " to assist with clerical duties until his well-eamed retirement on january Ist, 1942, after 46 yea.rs of most faithful servioe,

The late Mr. Davis was always held in the greatest respect
and esteem by his very many military friends, in fact, by all who
had met him, over a great number of years, and he will, no doubt,
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be well remembered by the older members of the Firm.
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His

passing is regretted by all.
The funeral took place on Monday, December zoth, at Famborough, The Firm was represented by Messrs. R. Paice and
J, M. Hammond. Mr, H. Close represented Messrs, McEwan
Younger.
Mr. j. Smith retired on january Ist this year. He commenced with the Firm as a drayman under the late Mr. A. _Goodall
at Farnborough, and had completed some 46 years of goodservlce.
We all wish him the best of health and happiness in his retirement.

LUDGERSHALL.
A visit to the Ludgershall Sports Club by Melbourne Inman,
who is touring the country giving exhibitions of Billiards to raise
funds for the Red Cross, proved very successful.
A very enjoyable evening was spent, and in addition the very
excellent sum of £160 was raised for this worthy cause.

Mr. Inman was very ably assisted by Flying Officer Len Harvey
who is stationed in the neighbourhood and very kindly came
along to lend a helping hand.

In a snooker match Harvey proved that he is a very formidable
player, and it was not until the pink and black were very skilfully
potted by Inman that the game was decided,
In a game of billiards of 3oo up, Inman gave Mr. George
Fisher, a local player, loo start. A very close and interesting
game resulted in a win for Inman by two points only.
A slow table was not conducive to large breaks, but both
players scored consistently with breaks of between th1rty_ and
fiity. In the middle of the second hundred Inman had practically
caught his opponent, but Fisher, playing very good billiards, again
got a useful lead. A break of 73 by Inman, who broke down
unexpectedly when he had the balls in a nice position at the top of
the table, brought the scores practically level. With the scores
at 298 each, Inman just got to the post lirst.
Mr. Percy Berry, one of the trustees of the Club, very ably
conducted an Auction Sale which helped in no small measure to
swell the funds,
A Dutch Auction which Melbourne Inman presided over him~
sell (ably backed up by Len Harvey) was a huge success.

Tae I-lor Lear

So

We understand from Mr. Inma.n that on his present tour,
which has included some large tovims, the amount raised by the
Sports Club was only surpassed once.

These tours must be a very great strain on anyone of Mr.
Inman's age. Often he has to travel by road practically all day,
arriving at his destination only in time to have a hasty meal and
commence play-often on tables which under any circumstances
would try the patience of younger mcn.

Yet he manages to put up an excellent show at the game to
which he has devoted so many years, and what is more remarkable,
manages to enthuse into his audience that sense of hearty good
fellowship which makes these evenings so successful.
To see Melboume Inman conducting a Dutch Auction makes
one wonder how he manages to retain his energy, especially when
we realise he was supreme at his game when most of us were still
at school,

In paying tribute to this very fine effort we must not, of
course, forget to thank those very generous folk who so kindly
backed up the efforts of the auctioneers by purchasing the wares
at prices which could not by any stretch of imagination be termed
" market."
On behalf of the Ludgershall staff we would like to convey to
the relatives of Victor Edwards our sincere sympathy for the great
loss they have suffered in his tragic death,

Sergeant Victor Edwards was an air gunner in the R.A,F., and
lost his life with one of the heavy bombers on the retum journey
from a sortie over Berlin.
The machine in question crashed in the neighbourhood of
Cambridgeshire, and the whole of the crew lost their lives.

Edwards was formerly employed in our Bottling Department
from July, 1934,'to September, 1936. He was a most promising
lad, and had he been spared would undoubtedly have gone a long
way in life.
His body was brought to Ludgershall and buried in the village

churchyard.
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THE TAMAR BREWERY, DEVONPORT.
The following are the transfers since the last issue
The Albert Inn, Totnes, from Mr, T. R. Fishwick to Mr.

G. P.
Jolliffe (formerly of the Chester Cup Inn, Stonehouse,

Plymouth),
The Victoria Hotel, Dartmouth, from Mr. A. J. Geach to
Mr. C. L. Blatcher, who had previously been a tenant of
ours at the New Quay Inn, Brixharn.
The Lighter Inn, Topsham, from Mrs, E. E. Leonard to
Mr. R. F. Medlen (who is also serving as an officer in the
National Fire Service).
Our best wishes are extended to the new licensees.

It is with very great regret we have to record the death of
Mr. A. Daw, who was for nearly twenty years Foreman of our
Beer Cellars. Mr. Daw had been in failing health for some time,
and we all much regret his passing at such an early age. His
funeral took place on Tuesday, February 22nd, and a number of

the employees of the Tamar Brewery attended and also acted as
bearers. Mr, Daw was held in high esteem by everyone, and we
are very sorry indeed to lose such a valuable member of the staff.
We were pleased to have a visit from F. Wilcocks, oi our
clerical staff, who has passed his examination, and is now Sergeant
Wireless Operator, and the proud possessor of his “ S " Wing.

Lieut. Lang and staff of the Home Guard (in conjunction
with the Ministry of War Transport) gave a very interesting
demonstration at the Tamar Brewery of decontamination of
vehicles, etc. Representatives of a number of other breweries
and firms using transport attended. We were pleased to be able
to give the facilities for the demonstration to take place on our
premises. Actual gas was used, and the lecture lasted for more
than an hour.
We were very grieved to hear of the passing of Mr. H. W.
or-ruin, of Bristol.
_
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The death of Mr. John Bone can-re as a great surprise to the
many friends who have known him for so many years. Mr. Bone
was the principal of Messrs. Allan B. Bone & Son, Solicitors of
Devonport, who have acted for us for the past twenty-five years.
The very large and representative attendance at his funeral was
testimony to thc very high respect in which he was held in the
city of Plymouth.
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It was stated that the total number of licences

in the city

Since rgo5, no less than 218 licensed premises in Portsmouth
have been refused renewals of licence on payment of compensation
at a total cost of £270,949» being approximately an average of
,§r,z4z for each redundant licence. In the same period 374 licences
have been refused or surrendered, and 74 licences have been added,
so that the net decrease in just over 40 years is 3oo.
MEMORIAL WHISKIES

Surely no more strange bequest has ever been made to a pnbne
house than that oi Mr. Guy Forrester Bell, of the audit branch of
NAAFI, who belonged to Claygate, Surrey. and died in Cairo.
The bequest was in memory of “pleasant company and happy
hours " at the Monarch public house, and it provided " such a sum
of money as will pay for what is known as a double whisky ' for
every person present in the house at 8.30 p.m. on November 4th.
following the date of my death." Mr. Bell was a customer at the
Monarch for ten or twelve years, and about fifty other customers
had a "double " on the date named in his memory.
‘

Incidentally, approximately 2,470 acres of land are to be
acquired, and the cost to the city is not to exceed £r5o,ooo-a real
bargain.
rnxsure 'ro rue rubs.
“ Licensed premises in the City have been well conducted,
and l have no objection to offer to the renewal of all licences."

;

Guerra

GAINS AND LOSSES.

With a view to post-war development, the Portsmouth City
Council have recently brought off a remarkable “ scoop " by
purchasing the land on the Leigh Park Estate, wanted for the site
of one of the City’s satellite towns. Leigh Park, which is on the
doorstep of Havant, and within eight or ten miles of the City’s
present eastem boundary, was for generations the home of the
Fitzwygram family--the late Sir Frederick Fitzwygram was the
Member for South Hants for many years-and it has always been
regarded as one of the show places of the southern part of Hampshire. The story of the acquisition of the land is quite an epic in
municipal liie. One member of the Council, acting with public
spirit, seized a magnificent opportunity with courage and ability,
and receiving the ready backing of his colleagues acted with
commendable secrecy and celcrity to bring off a remarkable deal.
Mr. F. G. H. Storey was indeed a proud man when the negotiations
he had conducted were ratified by his Council colleagues, and the
first step had been completed so happily towards the Greater
Portsmouth of the future.

This sentence in the report oi the Chief Constable to the
Licensing justices at their annual meeting epitomises the satisf
iactory state of " The Trade " in Portsmouth. The Chief Constable
also emphasises the need of rigid control over the closing time of
licensed premises and the need to watch very closely the supply of
intoxicants to lads and girls and in both of these he will have the
ready help of all licensees.

LEAF

698~283 puhlicans, 242 beer houses and 173 off-licences, a
decrease of one publican's licence, which had been surrendered,
compared with the previous year. In all, 145 licences were deemed
to be in suspense hy reason of war circumstances. There was now
one licensed house to every 490 of the population, based on the
figures of the last census, and during the preceding year there
had been proceedings against only seven licence holders, a decrease
of 13. Having regard to the difficulties experienced under war
conditions, the Chief Constable was satisfied that licence holders
were carrying out their duties satisfactorily.

PORTSMOUTH.
A

Her

A

3

\

POPULAR ADMIRAL.

Vice-Admiral R. L. Bumett, who was awarded the K.C.B, in
the New Year Honours for good service rendered in the pursuit and
destruction of the Schamhorst and " for great determination and
skill throughout the action, and for twice driving off the enemy,
thus saving the convoy," is well-known and highly popular in
Portsmouth where he served for some years as the superintendent
of the physical training and recreational school, When a com~
paratively junior officer he was particularly keen on the " noble
art," and frequently took on ratings oi any size or weight who
were training ior competitions. There is a story told of him that
on one occasion he boxed out a whole class of trainees, taking on
and beating them one by one-a no mean physical achievement.

84

Tr-re

Hon LEAF Gazerre

Known to all of them as " Bobby Burnett," it was typical of him
that the motto he introduced when he became Commodore of the
Royal Naval Barracks-“ Keep Smiling,” He was always the
type of naval officer men would follow anywhere, anyhow and
anywhen.

WOKING.
We regret that on this occasion we have not much to say,
although, like the “ sailor’s parrot,” we are thinking a lot.
At the present moment a series of troubles attributed to a
“technical hitch” are still paramount, Our leisure time is
swallowed up in at number of ways. " Necessary journeys " take a
little longer these days; the preference for bottled beer instead
of cask beers by our customers, and the popular clamour for an
additional " drop of short ” all absorb a considerable amount oi
time in explaining why these things cannot be done. Our s mpathy is extended to tenants and club stewards who find thernselives
bombarded with requests for goods they cannot produce. They, in
conjunction with ourselves, are in the position of the Army
Sergeant Major who is threatened by every recruit (under his
breath) with dire retribution at some future date. But we hope
that when the “great clay" dawns, we shall meet with the
Sergeant Major's reward, which usually is, “ Well, you weren't so
bad, what are you going to have? "
We have had visits from some of our staff now serving in
H.M. Forces. All are in the best of spirits, and of the opinion that
the job is well in hand.
We should like to take this opportunity of expressing our
admiration of the way Club Stewards and Secretaries are meeting
their difficulties, and assure them that we are doing our best to
help them. Our tenants are also to be congratulated on their
patience with customers whilst supplies are short. Still, we are
not doing too badly under the circumstances, and we feel sure
that the result will be worth the effort.
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