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MR, P. E. LUKER.

In selecting the portrait for our irontispiecein this issue, we
turn to the Cask Departmentat Readingin which Mr. P. E. Luker
has servedsince enteringthe Firm’s employ in 19r6.

Mr. Luker has forged his way into the responsibleposition he
now holds through solid industry and intensiveapplication to the
work oi the Department. He bas always recognisedthe great
importanceattachingto the recordsof the enonnousand valuable
stock of casks, which have become of even greater importance
owing to increasing difficulty of replacing those lost. His duties
have becomemore arduousby the abandonmentoi the systemof
recording individual numbers, and by exchangeoi trade between
breweriesunder zoning restrictions, The reduction of staff has
also contributed to the heavy responsibilitiesnow resting upon
Mr. Luker, who, however, shouldershis additional burdensand
longer hourswith commendablefortitude and a resignationto the
inevitable, He has a thorough grip of the routine of the Depart-
ment in which he is regardedas indispensable.

The work of the Departmentis not confinedsolely to casks,
as the vast quantitiesof emptiesreceivedinto the Brewery by rail
and road have all to be checked, signed for, and recorded,
necessitatingextreme aocuracy. The fact that he is responsible
for thewhole of the summarieswill indicateto thestaff at Branches
the magnitudeof his work.

Mr. Luker has been a consistent supporterof the Brewery
football and cricket teams, He was secretary of the Football
znd Xl when the Institute League was first formed, and at one
time he was also Vice-Captain of the Cricket 2nd XI. He figured
in the famous football match betweena team raisedby the Cask
Department which defeated an XI representingthe remainder
of the Brewery, which was a memorableevent in Brewery sports.
Of a studiousdisposition,his personalinterestsare to be found in
books of travel and biography,good music and choral singing in
which he has long indulged as a member of St. Giles' and
St. Bartholomew’schoirs. '

As a corporalin the First Aid Sectionof theA.A. Home Guard
and a member of the Brewery First Aid Party, Mr. Luker has
renderedgood and efficient service.
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Take u little wine for thy stomachssakeandthin: oft
in/irmitiesf-The Bible.

HAT
rom

THE EDITORS CHAIR
(B, C.HP,)

Srrenoxo Erronr ron Rrn Cizoss.

Our Mr. E. H. Kelly has been appointedSupervisorfor the
whole of the licensedhousesin Cirencesterior the Penny-a-Week
Red CrossFund, and sinceNovemberhe hascollectedgfooo, which
is certainlya splendideffort. He wishesme to give a word of praise
to the Licenseeswho have done so much to help him make this
such a success. I-le madein one night, at the Red CrossBall he
organisedwith the LicensedVictuallers’ Association, £205 45, 2d.
after he had paid all expenses. He had the full support of the
Firm and with them behindhim, he went full out with the result-
a brilliant function and a huge success. About forty cans are
supposedto be collectedonce a month,but this happensaboutonce
a week in somecases,and he saysthe Licenseesare very keenand
bring in their cans for hirn to count and bank. And this is on
severaleveningsand sometimesalso a Sundayjob, But everyone
is very keen. In fact, it is a race to seewhich one can collect the
most. ‘

Miss Mrrroizn, or THREE Mn.: Cnoss.
Mary RussellMitford is a namethat is probablyonly vaguely

familiar to the casual reading public, but like many other of the
lesser-knownauthors,her books are well written, and show a wide
knowledge of literature, writes “ P.L." Her novel " Atherton "
was not a success, proving that her matter was the Essay or
Character Study. Her skilful book oi country sketches, "Our
Village," written at Three Mile Cross, threemilessouthof Reading,
enjoys a. wide popularity amongstdiscerningreaders,but another
of her works, " Belford Regis," is not quite so well known. This
book has recentlybeenrepublishedby T. Werner Laurie Ltd., and
can be recommendedto those with evena passinginterest in the
Readingof a century ago. Beltord Regis is, of oourse, Reading,
and asan impressionof life amongstthe tradesmenandprofessional
classesat that time, has few equals. Although there must have
been much that was sordid in most towns oi the size oi Reading,
Miss Mitiord does not appearto have been influenced by it, nor
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by the fact that her doctor father seems to havebeen something
of a trial to her. On the contrary, a vein of gentle toleranceruns
through this collection of charactersketches-evenher portrayal
of King Harwood,an incorrigiblecoxcomb,givesone the impression
that in spite of his unfoundedbelief in himself, he had his points.
It is interestingto readtheselines, and try to identify the various
camouflagednamesof people,districts and houses. For instance,
one cannotplace Mr. Howard and his Brewery. The only definite
li.nk with Mary Mitford extant in Readingis the house in London
Road, facing Kendrick Road, which has probably not been much
altered since the Mitfords were in residence, A commemorative
plaquehas beenaffixed to the houseby the ReadingTown Council
in recognition of her writings.

“ SHARE .mn SHARE Aims,”
Much has been leamt of life in the prisoners of war camps

from themen recentlyrepatriated. Theboredomand hopelessness,
the longing for home and regret at the waste of the best yearsof
life, all are izombatedprimarily by the personalmoraleof the man
himself.

Private Newman, of the Hampshire Regiment, who comes
from Newbury, tells of life in a campnearthe Polishborder. Three
hundred Indian N.C.Os. arrived and he is loud in the praise of
their spirit. As a result of some so-called misdemeanourthe
GermanCommandantpunishedthe British troopsby withholding
their Red Cross parcels. Next day the Indians fomfed up and
askedfor an interview with the Commandant. They refused,they
said, to accept any Red Cross parcels for themselvesuntil the
ban was lifted from the British troops. They would not agreeto
any differentiation betweenthemselvesand their British comrades
in arms.

This is but just anotherexampleof the spirit of camanzzieria
existing betweenBritish and Indian soldiers.

Nor A REGISTERED Cusromcri.
_ At a canteenin Tanganyika,theNAAFI manager-asergeant
In the R.A.S,C,/E,F.I.-openedthe back door one moming and
found himself face to face with an elephant. There is nothing in
NAAFI regulations about sewing elephants,but the manager
decidedhe was not a registeredcustomerand slammedthe door.
Eventually the elephant moved off- robably to write to the
papersaboutdiscourteoustreatmentin §lAAFI.

NAAFI INVENIS New INN Sicus.
Following its policy of giving certainoverseascanteenstypical

English inn names, NAAFI has christeneda new Middle East
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establishment" The Combined Amis," Another of the NAAFI
overseascanteensbuilt to resemblean English inn, completewith
hanging sign, has been named" The Pink Elephant." A cut-out
elephant is suspendedfrom an ami outside, A bomb-damaged
NAAFI at Salernobore a sign “ The SalernoAmis.”

NAAFI’s “ pubs” in the Mediterraneantheatrehave become
householdwords among men of the Eighth Army, especiallythose
establishedin the Western Desert during the battles of Libya,
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, The best-known are " The Noah’s
Ark " at El Daba-seizedby the Germans,andlater re-established
-" The Ship " at MersaMatruh,and“ The Two Bees" at Buq-Buq.

Hoors, More

Mr. T. H, Barber, a well-known Readingschoolmaster,and a
close neighbourof our Mr. F. Kirby, of the Delivery Department,
had an unusualexperienceon the Sundayof February27th.

Removing the black-out in his living-room he was astounded
to find the hearth and carpet coveredwith soot. After clearing
up this messhe proceededto dig for victory in the garden, Return'
ing, he found anothergreat fall of soot had arrived, and observed
the masswas moving. On further investigation he noticed two
huge,pathetic eyesgazing at him from out of the soot. It was a
large brown owl which had been dislodgedafter the fire had been
lit, and which had tumbled down the chimney, With great care
the visitor was removed,and placed on the lawn. There he lazily
nodded, blinked, and dropped a bony beak on his filthy sooty
waistcoat, and snoozed!

For a day he was gently nursed and bathed, and then flew
away back to his friends in ProspectPark, doubtlesswith a tale
of his greatadventurein Sooty Land.

SEEING BLACK,
At a meeting a man held up a sheetof white paper

with a little black spot on it, and asked his audience,
" What do you see?" They all answered,"A black
spot." He then asked, " Why d0n't you see the white?
There is so much more white than black

flaw before finding the many praiseworthythings. What
How easyit is, whenlooking at others, to seea small i

kind of eyehaveyou? Do you seethe whiteor the black ?
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H. & G. SIMONDS LTD,

A SUCCESSFULTRADING YEAR,

BREWERIES WORKING To caracrty.

MR. F. A, SIMONDS' ADDRESS.

The annual general meeting of H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., was
held in Decemberat 19, Bridge Street, Reading.

Mr. john H. Simonds,C,B., D.L., ].P. (Vice-Chairman),who
presided in the unavoidable absence through illness of the
Chairman, Mr. F, A. Simonds,read the addressof the latter.

The Secretary(Mr, E. S. Phipps) read the notice convening
the meetingandthe report of the auditors.

The Chairman’saddresswas asfollows : Ladiesandgentlemen,
in conformity with the practice adoptedby chairmen of public
companiesin theseabnormaldays, I proposeto make my annual
speechas brief as possibleand confine my remarksto referenceto
leading ieatures only.

The directors’ report and accounts for the financial year
which concluded on September3oth, 1943, have been in your
possessionfor at least a week, and I ask you to follow precedent
and take them as read. _

The profit and loss account reveals a net profit lower by
£2,306 than that of last ycar.

PROVISION FOR TAxAT1oN.

In the past it has been our practice to provide for the full
legal liability for taxation as at the date of the balancesheet,but
in order to comply with the recent recommendationsof the
Institute of Chartered Accounts, we have this year decided to
provide for all taxation on rofits earnedu to the date of the» P P
balancesheet and to set out as a separatereservethe estimated
liability for income tax on the currentyear's profits.

The sum required to carry out this change,representingas
it doesrl years' incometax charge,amountsto a very considerable
figure, and we have decidedto provide for it by a transfer from
generalreserveafter taking crcdit for certain over~provisionsmade
in the past. The principal benefit resulting from the new treat-
ment will be that the chargefor taxation in any future year will
be the estimatedliability calculated on that year's profits.

It has been thoughta suitableopportunity, at the sametime
as making this change, to display in the balance sheet the
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appropriations which it is recommendedthis meeting should
approve, and also to consolidatecertain of the reserveaccounts
with the generalreserve.

SUPPLIES AND OUTPUT ALLOCATION.

Our three breweries at Reading, Bristol and Devonport
respectively,and all our bottling stores,have beenworking to the
limit of their capacity as dictated by the imperativecalls made
upon us for man» and woman-powerfor His Majesty's Forcesand
munition works ; the maintenanceof this output,alreadyseriously
reduced,in Readingas elsewhere,cannot be guaranteedif we have
to submit to any further drain upon our labour resources-it
certainly cannot be augmentedto meet the calls made upon us
for beersfor our own Armies and thoseof our Allies at home and
abroadin addition to the requirementsof a civil populationwhose
numbers, owing to war conditions, have largely increasedsince
1939 in areasservedby us.

The acuteshortageof wines and spirits, which shows no signs
of improvement,providesan additionaland cogent reasonfor the
demandfor beers of the best qualities, a demandwhich can only
be partially satisfiedowing to the necessityfor spreadingavailable
brewing materialsover as wide a volume of output as possible.

The allocation of output of beer,or stocksof wines and spirits,
has causedand continuesto causemuch anxiety,but the uniform
rhythm of criticism from our customers appears to justify the
methodsof distribution. Shareholderswill surely not disapprove
if sympathyfor thosein the Forces inspiresus to treat them with
a measureof liberality in this distribution.

MALTA INTEREST.

Our associatedbrewery in Malta, G.C., Simonds-Farsons,Ltd.,
has beenenjoying a period of comparativecalm since the raising
of thesiege,and hasresumedbrewingwithin the limits of materials
as shipped. They have againsent us a handsomecontributionin
the shapeof dividendson our company'sinterestin that concemI

once againmay I tender our congratulationsto the directorsand
staff and employeesin Malta. Simonds-Farsons,Ltd., are now
operatingthe brewery in Tripoli in conjunction with NAAFI for
the benefit of H.M. ForcesthroughoutTripolitania.

We have been affordedthe opportunityof accordinga warm
welcome to the Chaimian of that company, Brig.-General H.
Simondsde Brett, on his return to this country for a period of
well-eamed leave and rest aiter his experiencesduring the past
four years in Malta.

The cifeneescerBrewery, Ltd., J subsidiarycompanyms, sun
under the administration of thc Cripps family, its original
proprietors,enjoyeda successfultrading year.
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HOTELS AND cATERiNo DEPARTMENT,

Our hotels and catering department,though distractedby an
evergrowingburdenof control ordersand regulations,hascontinued
to show excellent results, and we have daily received letters of
appreciationfrom visitors testifying to the serviceprovided at our
hotels under every conceivableform of handicap. We should be
ungrateful if we did not expressour thanks to the Ministry of
Food officials with whom we come into contact, for helpful and
sympatheticadviceat all times.

Our inability to maintain our properties in the customary
state of repair continues to cause us grave concem, but we are
creatingwhat we hope may be adequatereservesto recondition
or rebuild when permitted to do so.

Schemesfor town planning and reconstructionare having our
constant attention, and the Brewers' Society have competent
representativeson the Home Office Committee appointedto deal
with the subjectof reconstructinglicensedpremises.

We are daily addingto the savingseffected in usageof petrol
by organisingexchangesof barrelagewith neighbouringbrewers,
We estimate that in the past year, as comparedwith the year
194o»4r, our firm alone has savedapproximately 50,000 gallons
of petrol, apart from rubber, etc., and the exchangingbrewers
have also effected considerablesavings.

sorr Drunk SUPPLIES,

We cannot too strongly urge the need for facilities’being
granted for the importation or manufactureand distribution of
increasedquantitiesof mineral waters, fruit juices and soft drinks
generally, in particular those brandsin common use by our Allies
from the United States1 their availability in our licensedhouses
to-daywould be a greatattraction. It is to be regrettedthat our
mineral water factory at Staineswas, and in our opinion most
inadvisedly ,closed by the Government last year and supplies of
soft drinks to our houses and other trade customers seriously
curtailed.

The tenantsof our licensed houses have been functioning
under innumerable handicaps,but at all times have striven to
conform with instructions issued from this office and by various
authorities. In many cases the wives are carrying on most
efficiently in the absenceof their husbandson service.

We completed during last winter the air-conditioningof two
large nialt~houses,whereby we have been able to extendrnalting
operationsinto the summermonths, thusmaking a useful addition
to our visible stocks of malt. We shouldpay a tribute of thanks
to Major G. S. M. Ashby and those concemedwith him on the
successof this undertaking.
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TRIBUTE To EXECUTIVE Aim sTA1=E.

In conclusion,I must offer on your behalf to Mr, P. F. Knapp,
our head brewer, our warmestthanks for his successfulefforts to
producebeersof uniformly good quality under adverseconditions;

also to Mr. A. G. Richardson,our chief accountantand chairman
of theadvisorycouncil, and all membersof our staff and employees,
many of them veteranswith along record of faithful service, who
have striven so loyally, day by day, early and late, to keep our
flag flying ; may the day be not far distantwhen we can welcome
back to their normal vocationswith us those directorsand staff
and employeeswho have for so long, too long, laid aside the pen
for the sword or clogs for tommyguns.

olvroENDs AND ALLocATloNs.

I now beg to move thc following resolution:f
“That the directors‘ report and accounts for the year ended

September,1943, be receivedand adoptedand that having already
paid a dividend on £I,zoo,oooFive percent,CumulativePreference
stock, less income tax, for the year endedSeptember3oth, 1943,
and an interim dividendoi 3; per cent., lessincometax, on £8oo,ooo
Ordinary stock, the directors now recommendthat the balance
of £253,595 ISS. zd. be appropriatedas follows :A

S.

To pay a final dividend on £800,000Ordinary £
stock at the rate of 14; per ccnt., lessincome
tax (making 18 per cent. for the year)  58,000 0

To add to pensionsreserve(making a total of
£14o,ooo)      5,240 o

To add to property improvement account
(making a total of £r8o,ooo)   11,765 9

To add to generalreserve (making a total of
£685,ooo)      69,978 I

To carry forward to next year   ro8,612 4

£253»595 I5

CommanderH. D, Simonds, R.N,, secondedthe resolution
which was carriedunanimously.

L.AThe retiring directors (Major G. S, M. Ashby and Mr.
Simonds) were re-elected, and-the auditors (Messrs, Turquand

A cordial vote of thanks to the, Chairmanof -thc Company
and an expressionof regret at his absence,proposedby Captain
E. T. Ciipps, andsecondedby Major F. H, V. Keighley, terminated
the proceedings.
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NATURE NOTE.
(sv c.u.i>.).

rx-ns imunmmc or rr-re si>or-rio woonvrzcxens,

THE BOOMING OF THE BITl'ERN_

One of themostcharacteristicsoundsof springis thedrumming

of thegreaterspottedwoodpecker,and CaptainLouis Simondstells

me he heard one of thesegaycolouredbirds producingthis sound

about the middle oi February. As the woodpecker hammers

away with his bill on aiwuow branch he works with such rapidity

that the sound may be likened to that producedby drills being

worked on our roads. You can hear it at-leasta quarterof a mile

from where the bird is working. I have had many a close-upView

of thesebirds at work and alsowatchedthem at a distanceby the
aid of my field»glasses. And yet there are those who still think
that the sound is vocal. In The Times, about ten yearsago, for

instance,_Dr.A. G. Phearwrote that he had “ a perfectView with
a pair of powerful iield-glassesat a distance of about thirty-five
yards. When altering its note the headwas uplifted and swayed

rapidly from side to side. At no time was the beak near the
structureof die tree."

The lesser spotted woodpecker taps the trees in a similar

manner, though the resultant sounds are not so loud. On the
elms close to our Sports Groundwe may hearand see thesebirds
at work almostany day. .

Mr1.r> WINTER MoN'rr~rs.

We had unusually mild weather during january, but not

milder thanit wasin the Januaryof 1884,accordingto theNewbury

Weekb; News which, under the heading of "Sixty Years Ago,"

records:»
" The recent mild weather has encouragedthe birds to make

an earlycommencementwith nestingand evenrearing their young.

On Tuesday a nest was found at Speenwith two young wood

pigeonsjust hatched. In HamstedPark a blackbird’s nest is to
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been seen containing one egg. At Enbome a robin has already
laid five eggs,and there is also a starling'snestwith four eggs. A
correspondentirom Hermitagesayshe saw thrce butterflies in his
garden on Monday."

Alzour A BITIERN.

And, curiously enough, in the samejournal, I read that, fifty

yearsago, a bittern was shot at Bradfield by Mr. Henry Hawkins.
Well do I rememberseeing that bird for " Harry ” Hawkins, as we

mlled him, brought it down to the village. It was the iirst bitteru
I had seen, and I was greatly interested. I have had only
occasionalviews of this rarebird since thosefar-off days. It utters
weird notesknown as booming or bellowing-sostrangethat some

country folk think the sound is producedby the bird thrustingits
beak into a reed,mud or water. I have listenedto it in the water
meadowsin the stillness of the night, and I haverheardno voice
more strange,even in the wilds, i

By the way, I found a linnet's nest in our SportsGround on
Febnrary rgth.

cum. swALLows PERCH.

I have beenwriting of warm spells this winter, but, my word I

wc havehadsomecold winds, too, andthegulls, which we welcomed
in the severewinter of 1895, havebeen on the increaseever since,

and seem to come further and further inland to enjoy our
hospitality. How graceful they are on the wing, and I oiten spend
a few minutes watching them on and over the Kennet by the
Brewery. I was fishing up the Thames recently, one very cold
day, and caughta little perch. The fish hadswallowedmy gentles,
and I had to kill him which I did reluctantly, for he was only
about four inches long. I threw the dead fish into the water, and
no soonerhad I done so than a gull swoopeddown, seized the fish,

and promptly swallowedit.

I hope thc sharp spineson the perch'sback did not interfere
with the birds digestive apparatusY
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MANY rnrcizesrsl

You sec, there are always other interests to a day's fishing

besidesthe actual fish you catch. And it is just as well, for on

this cold day I was angling for six hours. I hadonly five " bites "

and landed but two fish, not one of them sizeable. But this, of

course, was an exceptionally bad day and proves what every

experiencedangler knows, that fish, such as roach, will nal feed

when a cold nor'-easteris blowing.

Ax EAs‘1 " CATCH."

But, as I say, there are asideseven to such a day. A couple

of fellows, not fishermen, were strolling up the path towards me

when somethingsuddenly attractedtheir attention in the water-

It was a float bobbing about near the bank. They caughthold of

thc line attachedto it and, lo and behold, on the end of that line

was ri 5;-lb. pike which they pulled wriggling on to the bank.

Some unlucky anglerhad lost his tackle on the fish, probably

the day before.

'two HUNDRED Farr-roms mace!

As one sits by the river bank one marvels at the wondersof

nature. What is happeningto the gels, tnr instance,during these

winter months. After spendingsome yearsin fresh water we know

that they return to spawn in the ses, probably at n depth of two

hundred fathoms. The little eels, or elvers as they are called,

visit our rivers by millions during the spring. Now, with regard

to the migration of birds we are convinced that the young find

their way here by accompanyingothers that have previouslymade

the journey. But this cannot apply to r-els, for the parent eels

never return,

use insroiw or rim sAr.MoN.

And then, if we cannot catch salmon in the Thames,we can

think about them and recall our experienceson salmon rivers.

Fancy, the life history of every salmon is indelibly written on

almost every one of its scales. You can tell what length of time
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it remainedin thc river, the date at which it migratedto the sea,

how long it remainedthere, and how often it spawned.

Salt water is fatal to the eggs of the salmon, though essential

to the spawn of eels. It is a moot point whethersalmon actually
feed in fresh water. They do not really require nourishment

for they accumulatesuch a vat store of fat in the sea that it is

sufficient to sustainthem for many months in the rivers.

vnnnzn Names.
Salmon are known by various names during the different

stagesof their growth. They are alevins when newly hatched.

When they show round about a dozenprominent bluish markson

each side they are parr, and continueas such until they are over

two years of age and about six inches in length. The fish are

smolts when about to go down to the sea, and have lost their parr

markings. Grilse are fish that visited the seaassmolts theprevious

seasonand are now about threeyears of age. They may spawn

in our rivers as grilse or they may have passedthe grilse stagein

the sea. Salmon are fish beyond the grilse stageand kelts are

salmon that are “ spent" after spawning.

What an interestinghistoryl

THE OBELISK, MARKET PLACE, READING.
The history of the above monumenthas recently come into

our possession,and is reprintedbelow :-
"Tlie Gift of Edward Simeon-(bumat the old house in

The Forbury, still standing),erectedfrom a design by the eminent
architect,Sir john Soane.

" Simeon becamea Director of the Bank of England. He
left anendowmentto maintainand light the monument‘ for ever,'
The incomefrom the endowmentis larger than necessary,and the
Trusteespay a yearly contribution to the QueenVictoria Nursing
Institute. The base has three compartments,viz., The Borough
Arms, The Arms of the Founder,and a brassplate with inscription
recording the date of erection, 1804. The groups of omamcnts
at the corners representthe Fasces and Axes carried before the
Roman Consulsas tokens of supremepower-apparentlya great
compliment to the Corporation,"

(The above history was kindly contributedby G. W. Smith,
Esq.,late localDirector of Messrs.BarclaysBankLimited, Reading.)



54 Tar l-lor Lear G,xze'r'r|a

DEATH OF MR. W. J. H. KING,

It is with much regret we have to record the death of
Mr. William john Holdricli King, a very old and valuedemployee,
who passedaway recently at his home in Oxford, at the-advanced
age of 86.

Born in Oxford, he was educatedat St. ]ohn’s CollegeSchool
for Boys, and on leaving joined the Firm at the Oxford Branch
in 1874. He was transferredto Ludgcrshall Branch at the out-
break of the 1914 War, and remained there until August, 1932,
when he retired on a well-eamedpension.

During his sojourn at Ludgershall he was a greatsupporter
of Church affairs, in which he always took a great interest as
also at Oxford, more especiallyat St. BamabasChurch. He was
also one of the pioneer membersofthe LudgershallSports Club,
and in his own qu_iet way always doing somethingfor the benefit
of others who happenedto be in need. Although not generally
fond of sport, he was a good walker, and thought nothing of a
“stroll” from Ludgershall to Salisbury on a Sunday, a matter
of 18 miles. He also loved travelling, and spent many holidays
on the Continent.

Mr. King's chief hobby in life was Masonry. He wasinitiated
into the BertieLodge at Oxford about the year1896 ; wasAssistant
Secretaryof the Lodge for a numberof years,and was afterwards
promoted Provincial Assistant Secretary for the Province of
Oxfordshire. On coming to Ludgershall he joined the Border
Lodge in 1917, and was Worshipful Master in the year rgag, In
1938 hc was appointedSenior Deacon (past) for the Province of
Wiltshire. In 1926 he took over the duties of Secretaryof the
Border Lodge, which he carried out until the time of his death,
He was also a Founderand a PastPrincipal of St. Hubert Royal
Arch Chapter, Andover. His was indeed a wonderful Masonic
career,and Masonrywill be all the poorer for his loss.

After his retirement most of his time was spent in reading,
which was chiefly biography and travel books, and he was quite
a keenstampcollector, of which he had a good collection.

We expressour deep sympathywith his sister, Miss Harriet
King, in ner sadloss.

”3fF'{5G'
'QQ'
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BREWERY ]OT'I`INGS.
[BY w, DUNSTER).

To all thosefriends who madeso many enquiriesregardingmy
welfare during (and since) my illnessin the early daysof December,
I take this opportunity to tendermy sincere thanks. I am only
too sorry that I was unable to write my usual notesfor our last
issue.

We had a numberof Christmasgreetingsairgraphsfrom those
serving in foreign parts. Mr. W. Bradford and the writer, both
receivedthese from Lieut_ N. H. Lipsconibe (Italy). Sergt. H.
Weightsentalong from Italy. L/AJC A. L. Walker wrote from thc
Middle East, and A/C K. Organ addressedhis airgraph to the
GeneralOffice from the Soudan. Corpl_ D. J, Stannard,from the
wilds of Scotland,sent a. Christmascard and wished to be remem-
bered to all.

Some while ago news was receivedfrom L/Bdr. V. S. Martin,
a prisoner of war in Italy, that he was keepingfit and well. How-
ever, since the collapseof Italy newshasannealongthat he is now
in Germany. Mr. Fred Smith wasluckier, escapingfrom the prison
camp and cventually arriving in Switzerland, where he is now
interned. In si letter (tn Mr, A. E. Smith) he says his changeof
addresshasbeen for the better. He was spendingsome weeks at
a pre-warwinter sports resort,living in luxurious hotels (although
without their previoussplendour). He had been tobogganingand
receiveda week'sinstruction in ski-ing, which wasgreat fun. The
country was really beautiful, but in spite of it all he preferredthe
rolling BerkshireDowns and Old FatherThames. They were able
to hear the news now which they followed very closely. "Good
wishesto everyone,"he concludes.

Sergt, H. Weight wields a very descriptivepen and in a letter
to Mr. L. Doe, from North Africa, mentionshe recalls the “old
times" in the Delivery Office and often day-dreamsabout them.
Theywere able to purchasea French brewedbeer for 1/- a bottle
and although wet and bubbly he consideredit bewitchedwater.
They had hadlsomeScotch ale which was good, Melons were
about the bestthirst-quenchersand sold by weight,costingbetween
4/- and 5/- each, Water was very preciousand was chlorinated
by the authorities. Finishing up, he says, ‘ 'Keep the booksup to
scratchand the i.nk~pots full becauseit won't be long before the
noisyonesare back again." He hassincebeenmovedon to Italy,
and in an airgraphto W.D. sayshe is quite fit. Lettersare, in his
opinion, the most valuablecargo of the war and he was receiving
quite a lot. One " blessing" was that they co\1ld obtain a bottle
of whisky for 8,"6, but they had to queueup for it.


