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Flight Lieut. B. H. Quelch, D.F.C.

Presentation of 1000 * ship '' halfpennies at the Torbay Inn, Paignton.
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MR. E. E. HURLOCK.

The biography of Mr. E. E. Hurlock, whose portrait appears in
this issue, is principally a record of his business career, which may
provide additional interest to his colleagues, as it marks the
completion of thirty years’ service with the Firm.

Mr. Hurlock is another example of the numerous members of
the staff whose gradual progress from the bottom of the ladder
has been achieved by his own industry and reliability which were
recognised many years ago and after two years’ probation led to
his transfer from the Cask Department to the General Office in
1919, after returning from service with H.M. Forces. In the
General Department he has been variously engaged upon Sales
Books, Journals and Ledger work, subsequently being moved to the
Accounts Department in the early days of the World War. 'In
July, 1940, he was selected for appointment as Assistant Wages
Clerk, in which section he is still engaged. His capacity for grasping
the technical details of Income Tax deductions, prior and subsequent
to the introduction of P.A.Y.E., was exemplified by the energy
with which he settled down to the work. He helped to prove that
the P.A.Y.E. bogey which originally appeared on the horizon as a
formidable giant, had no alarming dimensions when taken in hand
by the capable staff. The additional work involved soon found its
place in routine and now works smoothly and efficiently. In this
important work the confidence which was placed in Mr. Hurlock
has again illustrated his dependability. :

During the first Great War Mr. Hurlock enlisted in the Royal
Naval Air Service at Lee-on-the-Solent and served with that
branch of H.M. Forces until the end of 1919. 4

‘Upon the outbreak of the present World War Mr. Hurlock
became a member of the Brewery First Aid Party. He applied
himself assiduously to the training and took the 1st Certificate of
the St. John Ambulance Brigade.

A keen motor cyclist prior to the war, Mr. Hurlock has hopes
of resuming that enjoyable form of recreation when normal
conditions return and peacetime pursuits can again be followed.
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A GREAT THOUGHT.

By its choice of heroes a nation may be judged. Its ideals are
summed wp in their lives. The inspiration which the life and
character of Abraham Lincoln hold for owr people is the true measure
of Anglo-American brotherhood.

Born in poverty on February 12, 1809, from rough and shiftless
Kentucky frontier stock, the boy Lincoln trekked with his family from
one backwoodsman’s hovel to another. He learned to read, lo wrile,
to cipher. The boy became a farm-hand, a hired man, a Mississippi

boatman, a stores clerk. Before the open fire at night he nourished

his slowly maturing genius on the great works of English literature.

Later, he studied law. By middle-age he had pulled himself up by

the bootstraps into a well-established country lawyer, famous throughout
Iilinois for his stump speeches on politics.

In 1860 the backwoodsman became President of the United States.
The Union stood on the brink of civil war. Lincoln’s object was as
simple as it was momentous for the history of the world—to preserve

the Union. And to preserve it, slavery, the mainstay of property

in the South, must be abolished. ** This Government cannot exist
permanently, half slave and half free.” In this majestic purpose
he led the North to victory, and when the end of this brothers’ conflict
came, and he had made one nation of America, he illuminated the
Juture in these words : “ With malice towards none ; with charity
Jor all ; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in ; to bind up the nation’s
wounds ; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow, and his orphan—ito do all which may achieve and cherish a
just and lasting peace.”

This gaunt and awkward giant with the penetrating eyes and
shock of raven hair was the exemplar of democratic virtue. He was
a hwmanitarian, passionate, for the rights of the underdog.

We wage our twentieth-century struggle in Lincoln's spirit.
“ This 1s,” he said, *' a people’s contest. On the side of the Union
it is a struggle for maintaining in the world that form and substance
of government whose leading object is to elevate the condition of man ;
to lift artificial weights from all shoulders ; to clear the paths of laudable
pursuits for all ; to afford all an unfettered start and a fair chance
in the race of life.”” Across four score years America’s hero speaks
to all free men—and to all who would be free. He gave universal
definitions to democracy.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
tnfirmities.—T he Bible.

C fro m
(ByC. 41 P:)
Mr. F. A. SiMmoNDs HONOURED.

Mr. F. A. Simonds, our Chairman and Managing Director,
has been appointed to the office of President of the Royal Warrant
Holders’ Association for the current year. Mr. Simonds previously
held this post in the Coronation year, 1937.

How true it is that the busiest men ever find the most time
to serve others ; and we have in Mr. Eric a typical example.

M];. L. A. Stmonps ENGAGED.

The engagement is announced and the marriage will take
place in May, between Mr. Louis Adolphus Simonds, of Tithe
Barn, Newnham, near Basingstoke, Hants, one of our Directors
and eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Simonds, of Abbey Croft,
Mortimer, Berks, and Iris Nannette, daughter of Brig.-General
and Mrs. Micklem, of Kempsons, Whitchurch, near Aylesbury,
Bucks. .

REMEMBER THE AIRBORNE TROOPS.
NATIONAL War Savings Drive.
1T'S up to you, Simonds,
JOIN the Movement to-day.
MANY casualties in our Groups.
ENEMY not yet beaten. .
GERMANY must be conquered.
EVERY Penny needed.
NATIONAL War Savings your answer,

COUNTER ATTRACTION.

Vacancies for Fast Young Ladies.—Notice in a
grocer’s window at Greenford.
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DrINK DoesN’'t CAUSE GouT.

The old belief that gout can be evaded by giving up drink
seems to have been exploded by an article in The Lancet. It says
that two specialists have never been able to pravoke attacks of
gout by giving alcohol.

They found attacks recurring in patients, in spite of banning
all strong drink. Now they ban only foods containing large amounts
of purines, such as sweetbreads, anchovies, sardines, liver, kidney,
brain, and meat extracts.

PusLicAN’s CALLING IS SACRED.

The Rev. H. S. Hutchinson, Vicar of St. Mark’s, Mansfield,
who meets his parishioners over a glass of beer in public houses,
paid this tribute to innkeepers when he conducted the funeral of
a Mansfield licensee :

“ The calling of the innkeeper, that of public hospitality, is a
sacred one, exacting a great deal from a man, and if he follows it
conscientiously he has the right to expect the Church’s blessing.

‘“ Those of us who have sat under the roof of mine host have
found rest in a happy place where priest and man can meet on
equal terms.

“ The gratitude of the parish is due to one who made his house
the good place it is known to be. There can be no greater blessing
for this country than that of the innkeeper who knows his call
to be a high and holy one.”

BORDER LINE STATION.

The two platforms of Newmarket railway station stand in
different counties. :

When the licences for the station refreshment rooms were
renewed, the manager had to attend two brewster sessions, one in
Suffolk and the other in Cambridge.

READING A SOBER Town.

The ‘“ amazing figure ”’ of only five persons (three males and
two females) proceeded against for drunkenness in 1944, was
especially noted by the Acting Chief Constable, Supt. W. Osborne,
in his report presented to the Licensing Justices at the annual
licensing sessions for the Borough of Reading. The report stated
that the figure mentioned was the lowest ever recorded in the
borough, and was unaccountable, while the absence of proceedings

S —
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against any resident of the borough made the figure even more
creditable. Mr. A. G. West congratulated the Acting Chief
Constable upon an excellent report. Reading was first on the list
of sober towns—a place occupied in 1837 for the first time, when
there were 40 cases. Everyone was to be congratulated and a
meed of praise was due to the licensees, who were working under
very great difficulties.

All the licences were renewed.

The Chairman stated that the Compensation Authority had
fixed the levy at one-third of the maximum for this year. They
wanted to build up the compensation fund. He appealed to the
licensees present to contribute with the known generosity of the
Trade, to the poor box, which had run dry, and from which the
magistrates frequently assisted deserving cases.

Suip HoTEL, READING.

It is with real regret that we have to announce the death of
Mrs. Ivy Burgess, head barmaid at the Ship Hotel, Reading, for
over four years. Well known as “ B "’ to her many friends for her
unfailing tact and courtesy, as well as her splendid capabilities,
she will be greatly missed, both by the management and customers.

Darts For RED CRoss.

Licensees and customers of public houses in Reading contributed
last year £1,100 towards the Duke of Gloucester’s Red Cross and
St. John Fund for the Prisoners of War. For the year ending
December last, a further cheque for £1,500 was given to the same
cause, and grateful thanks to the customers and players concerned

- who have made this splendid effort comes from the President

(Mr. C. D. Everitt), Chairman (Mr. R. White), Secretary (Mr. T. J.
Parry), Assistant Secretary (Mr. T. Townsend) and Treasurer
(Mr. H. Wise).

DeATHS OF MR. AND MRS. JORDAN.

We regret to record the death of Mr. A. A. Jordan, who passed
away on January 18th after a short illness. Joining the Firm in
1891, Mr. Jordan had served in the Wine and Spirit Department
till the time of his retirement in 1938. He was one of the fine old
servants of the Firm who came back to help us out of our difficulties
in the early days of the war and carried on again till February, 1943.

~ Among those present at the funeral to pay tribute were Messrs.

F. C. Hawkes, H. Aust, S. Hinton, P. Ruffles and A. Franklin.

Mrs. Jordan also died the following month, and our sympathy
is extended to the family in their great loss.



60 Tae Hop LEAF GAZETTE

MisseL THRUSH AT THE BREWERY.

During the early days of this month a missel thrush could be
heard pouring out his loud, wild musical song from the lime tree
in the Brewery yard. It was plainly heard throughout the Brewery
premises and attracted a great deal of notice. Mr. Eric, whose
wide knowledge of natural history is well known, first drew my
attention to the thrush. This, the largest of our British song
birds, is also known as the * storm cock ’ for it pours forth its
melody at a time of the year when the bleak winds of winter roar
through the leafless trees. The missel thrush and his song were
very welcome and I really believe he was calling vociferously for
*More 'S:B.""l

COMMANDER H. D. SIMONDS, R.N. (RET.).

In consequence of a breakdown in health Commander H. D.
Simonds has returned from active service. We were delighted to
welcome him back to the Brewery, where he has again taken up
part-time work. We trust that, with due care, he will soon be
fully restored to health and again able to carry his share of the
burdens now weighing upon our industry.

A record of his war service, which is recounted below, will be
of great interest to our readers :—

1939

Awugust 23rd—Called up for duty with the Naval Control
Service, the organization responsible for the routeing of merchant
ships and assembly of convoys.

. Awugust 26th.—Sailed from Liverpool and arrived Boston
(Mass.), September 3rd, the day war was declared. Proceeded to
Portland (Maine), where was Consular Shipping Adviser till August,
1940. Was then lent to Staff of Naval Service Headquarters,
Ottawa, for liaison duties with British Naval Control Service
Officers in the U.S. This involved frequent journeys visiting ports
on both coasts of the U.S., during which some 40,000 miles were
covered, mostly by air, including three flights over the Rocky
Mountains. Places visited : Montreal, Portland (Maine), Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Norfolk (Virginia),
Charleston, Jacksonville, Tampa, Key West, New Orleans,
Galveston, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland (Oregon), Seattle,
Esquimalt, Vancouver, Chicago and Detroit.

1943. .

~ June—Appointed to Admiralty.

1944. k ;

' September —Reverted to Retired List, due to breakdown in
health.
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H. & G. SIMONDS,A LID,
A RECORD OUTPUT OF BEER.

The shortage of labour for the manufacture of malt threatens
a serious crisis in the brewing trade if some relief is not immediately
forthcoming, according to Mr. F. A. Simonds, our Chairman and
Managing Director, who presided at the annual meeting of the
Company, which was held at 19, Bridge Street, Reading, in
December. ‘ . )

Other Directors present included Mr. J. H. Simonds (Vice-
Chairman), Major G. S. M. Ashby and Mr. L. A. Simonds. Com-
mander H. D. Simonds and Mr. A. J. Redman were prevented
from attending through indisposition, and Major R. B. St. J.
Quarry and Major F. H. V. Keighley are both on active service.

The report of the Directors stated : After providing for interest
on the debenture stock, and making ample allowances for deprecia-
tions, repairs and various expenses of the business, including
taxation, the net profit for the year amounts to £191,801 0s. 11d.,
to which has to be added the balance brought forward from
September 3oth, 1943, of £108,612 4s. 4d., making a total available
for appropriation £300,413 5s. 3d. Out of this has been paid or
provided for, dividend on £1,200,000 cumulative preference stock
at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, less income tax, for the year
ended September 3oth, 1944, £30,000; and interim dividend on
£800,000 ordinary stock at the rate of 34 per cent., less income tax,
£14,000, leaving for disposal the sum of £256,413 5s. 3d. i

DEFERRED REPAIRS.
The Chairman, in submitting the report, said :

“The Profit and Loss Account discloses a net profit of
£191,801—0nly a slight increase on that of the previous year.
The trading profits show the substantial increase of some £203,000,
yet practically the whole of this disappears under the impact of
taxation, and the need for the ample provision for deferred repairs
which your Directors have thought fit to make. Although the
charge for deferred repairs is heavy, it is to be observed that there
is no saving in income tax under this heading until the repairs
are actually executed, which will, of course, take a considerable
number of years, by which time the standard rate may be very
different from that obtaining to-day. In the meantime, the amount
set aside year by year in respect of deferred repairs is being
provisionally allowed as a deduction from our excess profits tax
liability.
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“ Our breweries at Reading, Bristol and Devonport have been
working to the limit of their capacity, always hampered by the
grave shortage of labour, but they have managed, thanks to the
almost superhuman efforts and loyalty of the staff and employees,
many of whom are past the prime of life, to turn out even more beer
than in any previous year on record.

“ Despite these exertions we have been, at times, distracted
by the conflicting claims of our customers : we wish to assure them
all—H.M. Forces, tenants, free houses and clubs—that those of
our staff responsible for apportioning available supplies endeavour
to be scripulously fair to all, always bearing in mind the urgency
and circumstances of every case. :

THE GOVERNMENT POLICY.

“We would again express our gratitude to those firms who
have assisted us by providing extra supplies of beer wherewith to
meet some of the calls made upon us. With a view to saving
petrol and cross-haulage we have maintained the policy of exchang-
ing barrelage with many other brewery companies. We are still
placed at a considerable disadvantage in our endeavours to meet
the demands for the heavier and better type of beers so much in
request owing to the rapidly diminishing stocks of wines and
spirits, consequent upon our being compelled to brew to a low
average pre-war strength. Many brewers in the bigger industrial
areas who, in days of peace, were not concerned with brewing to
suit the pockets of agricultural workers, who comprised a high
proportion of our customers, are not so handicapped. The re-
distribution of the population and a better-paid agricultural
community emphasise the claim for a revision of policy on the
part of the Government as an act of meagre justice to a large body
of consumers in country districts. We can assure our customers
that we will press for this consideration of their case as far as lies
in our power.

“We are faced as a trade with a grave crisis owing to the
shortage of visible malt stocks, and some drastic scheme of rationing
may have to be introduced early in the New Year if steps are not
taken to ensure a supply of labour for the manufacturers of malt.
We believe that the Government is, at last, and after months of
forceful representation on the part of our trade leaders, realising
the seriousness of the cry of ‘ No beer,” which will surely arise in
the summer and autumn if some relief is not immediately forth-
coming.

“ Qur associated brewery in Malta, G.C., has had a very busy
year, and a not unprofitable one ; and in Tripoli, where the Malta
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management is operating the local brewery on behalf of the
N.A.AF.L, results have been uniformly successful, and a volume
of beer has been made available for His Majesty’s Forces in areas
of the North African littoral, We can again congratulate our
subsidiary Company, The Cirenester Brewery, Ltd., and those
members of the Cripps family still responsible for its control, on a
year of successful endeavour. Our hotels and catering department,
as also the managers of our hotels, once again have won our
admiration for their efforts under the disadvantage of shortage of
staft and food, to satisfy the ever-growing number of our visitors.

BEER FOR THE TROOPS.

“ We have been packing and dispatching from Reading to our
troops abroad many thousands of dozens of bottled beer monthly,
a laborious and complicated operation ; we are confident that our
stockholders will approve of our policy in this enterprise. An
embargo has been placed upon the export of all beers for other
than direct supply to His Majesty’s Forces or the Merchant Navy.
We regret the disappointment caused to our civilian customers
abroad, but we trust it will be but a temporary measure, and are
eager to re-enter the export market in all parts of the world at the
earliest opportunity.

“ In conclusion, may I take this opportunity, which is afforded
me once yearly, to convey on behalf of the stockholders and the
directors their warmest thanks to Mr. P. F. Knapp, our head
brewer, and Mr. A. G. Richardson, our chief accountant and
chairman of the Advisory Council, and all members of our staff
and employees, for all their labours during the past financial period
%q maintain in their respective spheres the high traditions of the

irm.

“ May I add a postscript : My speech was necessarily compiled
some three weeks ago. In the meantime I fear that I have no
information to encourage me to believe that there is any improve-
ment in the position as regards materials, and we have received
but little assistance in this direction. Likewise, I can offer but
little encouragement to our tenants that their grievances as regards
the unfair incidence of average gravity at which the country
brewers are compelled to brew are likely to be remedied in the near
future, despite the protests of those brewers who are suffering
from the existing anomaly.”

Mr. Simonds then moved the following resolution : “ That
the Directors’ Report and Accounts for the year ended 3oth

- September, 1944, be received and adopted, and that the balance

of 256,413 5s. 3d. be appropriated as follows : To pay a final
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dividend on £800,000 ordinary stock at the rate of 144 per cent.,
less income tax (making 18 per cent. for the year), £58,000 ; to add
to property improvement account (making a total of £200,000),
£21,284 10s. ; to add to general reserve (making a total of £750,000),
£70,877 16s. 5d. ; to carry forward to next year, £106,250 18s. 10d.”

DIRECTORS RE-ELECTED.

Commander H. D. Simonds and Mr. J. H. Simonds, who
retired from the Board in'accordance with the articles of association,
were re-clected, on the propOSition of Maj or M. H. Simonds, seconded
by Major E. D. Simonds.

.., Messrs. Turquand, Youngs, McAuhffe & Co. were re-appointed
auditors, on the proposition of Major G. S. M. Ashby, seconded
‘by Mr. G, W. Smith. Mr. L. J. Osman suitably replied.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was proposed by Major
E. T. Cripps, who expressed gratitude to Mr. Simonds for' the way
in which he had steered the Company through what must have
‘been a most difficult year. He was quite sure, he said, that more
‘than a fair share of the work must have fallen on his shoulders.

‘Mrs. F. A. Simonds seconded the vote of thanks, which was
cordially accorded, and Mr. Simonds briefly responded.

CRICKET.

With the promise of warmer weather ahead thoughts turn
naturally to summer pastimes.

of It is hoped to hold the annual meeting of the Cricket Club
this month (March), but at the time of writing the date has not
been fixed. Notices giving this information will be displayed in
due course and all employees are asked to show their interest in
cricket by attending the meeting.

~ Applications for fixtures are being received and dates arranged,
In order' to provide as much entertainment as we can for our
colleagues in the Brewery, the maj onty of the ‘games will be played
on our Sports Ground.

A report of the general meeting, with the fixture list, will
appear in the subsequent issue of THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE.
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY C.H.P.).

SAUNTERING IN THE SNOW.
A DEAD HERON.
THE ART OF ROACH FISHING.

There is something very exhilarating about a winter’s walk
in the snow. And you may learn much about wild nature’s ways
if you make a close study of the footprints of bird and beast.
I followed the track of a large rat. He had travelled far along the
river bank and his big tail had left a long, long trail where it had
been dragged along in the snow. Where the ice was broken this
rat had slipped down and into the water and taken from the bottom
a mussel. He had bitten the shell away at the end and had mussel
for his meal. The footprints of the smaller water voles were
innumerable and as they ran along the bank they evidently held
their tails aloft for they left no trail behind. It was easy to pick
out the footprints of hares and rabbits, crows and moorhens, and
an old heron had left unmistakable signs of where he had strutted
along the riverside. One of these big birds flew by quite close to
me and he was doubtless feeling the pangs of hunger for severe
weather makes their menu meagre.

WING SPAN OF OVER FOUR FEET.

The following day, near the same spot, I found a heron dead
and I wondered if it were the poor bird I had seen the previous
day. I stretched out his great wings and, from tip to tip, they
measured over 4% feet, while from the tip of his beak to his tail
the length was over a yard. The heron has a very long neck,
and as I gazed at this wondrous bird I thought : some chicken—

T mean heron—some neck ! Herons live on frogs, fish, water rats,

etc. 1 have, many times, seen them catch these poor little rats,
carry them from the water on to the bank, give them a few stabs

with their powerful beaks, and then swallow them whole! '






